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Abstract 

The main aim of this thesis is to examine the concept of suicide, 

which is one of the most common, controversial and multidimensional 

phenomena in the history of mankind, from a historian's perspective within the 

framework of nineteenth -twentieth century Ottoman society, especially the post­

Tanzimat period, by looking at official and literary sources. 

In the first part of this study, the Investigation Process of the 

suicide cases by the state is examined. The questions asked by the officers of the 

period are traced back and the type of evidence and sources used are determined. 

By looking at the official documents, that is police and quarantine reports related 

to suicide cases, the aim of the officers, what they really looked for during the 

investigation and the methods they applied are considered. 

The second chapter is about the main reasons and methods of 

suicide in Ottoman society. In this section, suicide reports and theories about the 

reasons and methods of the suicide are examined together, and the main motives 

for suicide and the methods that were used are classified. 

In the third chapter, perception of suicide in the Ottoman Empire 

is dealt with. In this section, the suicide notes and statements, some special cases 

of suicide and the expressions in the suicide reports and literary works of the time 

which have suicide as a theme have been examined to define the perception of 

suicide by the people who committed and who attempted suicide, perception by 

the state perception of suicide in post-Tanzimat literature has been examined 

respectively. 



Ozet 

Bu tezde, insanhk tarihinin en gene 1, en tartl~mah ve yok 

boyutlu fenomenlerinden biri olan intihann bir tarihyi bakl~ aylSlyla ozellikle 

Tanzimat sonraSI Osmanh toplumundaki alglslmn resmi ve edebi kaynaklann 

yardlffilyla incelenmesi amaylanml~tIr. 

Birinci bolfunde, intihar olaylannm devletin ve ara~tIrmadan 

sorumlu olan otoriteler ve bu otoritelerin intihar olaylanmn incelenmesinde 

kullandlgl metodlar, kaynaklar ve bu otoritelerin ozellikle vurguladlgl noktalar 

polis ve karantina raporlan kullamlarak incelenmi~tir. 

ikinci boI-lim Osmanh toplumunda gorulen intihar olaylarmm 

nedenleri ve intiharlarda kullamlan metodlar hakkmdadlr. Bu bolUmde intihar 

raporlan ve intihara dair genel teoriler beraber ele almarak Osmanh toplumunda 

gorulen intihar vakalannm neden ve metodlan slmflandmlml~tIr. 

UyUncu bolUmde Osmanh toplumunun intihar alglSl ele 

ahnml~tIr. Bu bOlumde intihar notlan ve verilen ifadeler incelenerek intihar eden 

ki~ilerin intihar alglSl, yine intihar raporlanndaki ifadeler ve bazl spesifik vakalar 

incelenerek devletin alglSl ve son olarak da ozellikle Tanzimat sonraSI donemin 

intihar tern as 1 iyeren edebi eserler incelenerek edebiyatta intihar alglSlnm 

anla~llmasl amaylanml~tlf. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Suicide which is accepted as one of the types of death by WHO (World 

Health Organization) with the acronym of NASH (Natural, Accidental, Suicidal, 

Homicidal) is one. of the most common, controversial and multidimensional 

phenomenon in the history of mankind. Philosophy, medicine, sociology, psychology 

and finally suicidology try to understand and explain the nature of suicide in tenns of 

their theorics and conccpts. 

For a better understanding of the perception of suicide in different times and 

civilizations, we should underline some important questions and factors that were 

. very influential in creating the perception and attitudes towards suicide. 

The most important question around which the debate revolved is about the 

nature of suicide: 'Is the life of human being others' property or his or her own 

property?' We can specify the concept of 'other's' according to time and society we 

study. Another related question is whether suicide is a kind of choice or not. 

These questions were answered differently by different parties from Greek 

world to modem times. In fact, the ideas of these two parties had been repeated in 

different times with the same starting points and keywords. If we look at the ancient 

Greek world, we can see the residues of these two parties. As Noon pointed out, for 

Plato, human being was the possession of God; just as a slave was a possession of his 

master; and his life was not his own to do with as he pleased. I In his words' Man is a 

ptiS'onei' Who has nO tight fO open the doo;- (lnd ;,W1 dlVdy ... ,2 In Aristotle we see that, 

the person was answerable to the 'state'. For this reason the person should not 

commit suicide. Later on, the same idea was supported or championed by the 

I Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, Journal of the History of Ideas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Sep., 1978) p.373 
2 Plato, Phaedo, 62, in the Diologues of Plato, 222, cited in Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, Journal of the 
HistOf), afldeas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Sep., 1978) p.373 



monotheist religions; with the emergence of monotheist religions the authority that 

the human being was answerable to became 'God'. 

Religions' Attitude towards Suicide 

Monotheist religions, Judaism, Christianity and Islam share the idea that 

suicide is condemned and cowardly act. Since it is regarded as a sin towards God, 

some of the members of these religions even rejected to perform the burial 

ceremonies of the person who committed suicide. 

Crocker argued that "In Hebrew theology, suicide is considered to be a crime 

against God, unless prompted by extenuating circumstances. However, the five cases 

in the Old Testament -all of which are condoned- would indicate that the exemptions 

are many. Honor, good of country, fear, atonement and prospect of torture are all 

considered justifiable motivation. The essential aspect of Jewish attitude is that 

suicide 'is not linked indissolubly to the idea of the sanctity oflife.,,3 

We can claim that the most severe outlook to suicide came from Christianity. 

In his work 'The City of God', st. Augustine (354-430 AD) who was a very 

important character in the creation of official religious perception of suicide In 

Christian world, says 'He who kills himself is a homicide.'4 As Noon pointed out 

that suicide is considered to be 'the worst of all possible sins' because 'repentance is 

impossible.'s We clearly see that in the decisions of the synods. According to 

different synod decisions, the church consider the suicide as a murder of an innocent 

person, and excommunicated, and rejected performing the funeral rites and burying 

the person- church yards namely in white soil. However, like in Judaism, there were 

3 Crocker, Lester G., The Discussion of the Suicide in the Eighteenth Century, Journal of the HistOlJ' 
of Ideas, Vol.13, Issue 1(Jan.1952), pA8 
4 St.Augustine, The City of God I, Ch.24, Great Books of the Western World, 18, p.144, cited in 
Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, Journal of the HistOlY of Ideas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Sep., 1978) p.375 
S Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, Journal of the flistOlY of Ideas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Sep., 1978) p.375 
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some exceptions which were voluntary martyrdom, self-inflicted death through all 

act of asceticism and suicide of a virgin or married woman to preserve her virtue.6 

Looking into Islam's official attitude towards suicide, we will have to 

consider two important sources which are Quran and Hadiths. In Quran there are 

four passages related to the issue at hand; namely, Quran 2.54(51); 4.29(33); 

4.66(69); and 18.6(5)7 

The most pertinent verse is Quran 4.29(33) which says 'wela taktulu 

anfusekum '. It would ordinarily be translated as 'and do not kill yourselves'. 

However as Rosenthal pointed out the use of reflexive pronoun in this verse caused 

an ambiguity while Quran commentators were interpreting this verse since nafs has 

the meaning of 'brother' or 'fellow Muslim'. For this reason this evidence is 

inconclusive. The pronoun might refer to the individual suicide. However, it might 

also refer to one Muslim killing another.8 

In conclusion, we may say that there is no decisive evidence to indicate that 

Muhammad ever discussed the problem of suicide by means of divine revelation 

although the possibility remains that Quran 4.29(33) contains a prohibition of 

suicide. It is, however, certain that from the early days of Islam this and some other 

passages of the Quran were considered to be relevant to the subject by many 

Muslims. 

To get a clearer picture for the official perception of suicide in Islam, we 

should look at the hadifhs (sayings of Muhammad). According 10 the great 

authorities of hadith, there is no doubt that suicide is an unlawful act. 

6 For the details of synod decisions, see Retterst01, Nils, Suicide in a cultural history perspective, 
Norwegian journal Suicidologi 1998, pp. 7-8 
7 Rosenthal, Franz, On Suicide in Islam, Journal o/the American Oriental SOCiety, Vo1.66, Issue 3, 
(Jul.-Sep., 1946) p.240 
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In hadilh, we see two different versions of the story. According to a Hadith 

Qud'ii, (a hadith ascribed to God Himself) cited by al-Buhari the Prophet saw a 

wounded man killing himself. Whereupon God said: "My servant anticipated my 

action by taking his soul (ltfe) in his own hand; therefore, he will not be admitted 

into Paradise.,,9 

In another hadilh that appears ii1 Buhari, Muslim, ibn Hanbal and an-Nasai 

with different riwayahs, Prophet is reported to say: 'Whoever kills himself (with a 

steel instrument, or something else) will be punished in the same manner in the fire 

of Hell' (or on the Day of Resurrection, in the other world). 10 

Like in other monotheist religions, Judaism and Christianity, the problem of 

whether or not funeral rites should be performed for the person who committed 

suicide has been a matter of debate. The hadith tradition indicate the different views 

and practices with respect to the issue. According to tradition reported by Ibn 

Hanbal, Muslim, Abu Dawud, an-Nasai, at-Tirmidi, and at-Tayalisi, Muhammad 

refused to say prayers over the body of a man who had killed himself. 

Howevet·, the question of whether it is permitted or not to say prayers for a 

person who committed suicide is widely debated. At-Tirmidi adds that some hadith 

scholars were of the opinion that every Muslim is entitled to receive prayers after his 

death, even if he died as a result of committing suicide; he further states that, in the 

opinion of other muhaddith, some other person and not the imam, the regular prayer 

leader, should say the customary prayer. It is so for the four imams of the sects 

&ibid, p.241 
9 Sahih 1.343 and 2.373 (ed.by L.Krchl, Leyden), cited in Rosenthal, franz, On Suicide in Islam; 
Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vo1.66, Issuc 3, (Jul.-Scp., 1946) pp.243-244 
10 Sahih 1.343,4.124, and 4.264 (Krehl), Sahih 1.455-7 (in the margin ofQastallani, Irsad as-sari, 6th 

ed., Bulaq, 1304-5/1886-8, Musnad 4.33f, Sunan 2. I 39f(Cairo 1312/1894-5) cited in Rosenthal, 
Franz, On Suicide in Islam, Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vo1.66, Issue 3, (Jul.-Sep., 
1946) p.244 
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because Muhammad refused to pray for the person who committed suicide but he did 

not forbid other people to perform the prayer. I I 

To sum up, we can say that although there is no specific and clear 

condemnation of suicide in Quran, the other basic source of Islam, hadith strongly 

condemns suicide. However, the punishment for suicide is not clear at all. The 

reason for this may be that suicide is considered to be a sin towards God, and its 

punishment will be deferred until the Day of Resurrection and transferred to or 

performed by God directly. Considering all these, we can say that suicide is seen as 

an individual case in Islam. 

Is it a 'choice'? 

An important concept related to the first question is whether suicide is a 

choice or not. This concept of choice, which was and still is the starting point of the 

other opposing party in the perception of suicide, was emphasized by Stoics school 

in the Greek world for the first time. According to this party, killing oneself is the 

choice of the individual himself. In some cases the person can choose to end his life 

under. intolerable circumstances or if his life became unbearable. In his Discourses, 

Epictetus counsels who complain against hardships oflife as follows:. 

'Remember this: the door is open; be not more timid than lillIe children, but as they say, 
when the thli1g does not please them, '[ will play no longer, ' so do you, when things seem to 
you oj slich a kind, say '[ will no longer play,' and begone: but if you stay, do 110t 

I . ,12 comp am. 

11 EI-Cevheret'Un-Neyyire 11145 FaziletNe~riyat 1978, 1st., Rahmet'U1 Ummeh fi ihtilaf'i1 Eimme 
68, Darul'l Kiitiibiil ilmiyye, \995, Beyrut 
I2Epictetus, Discourses, Bk.l, Ch.24. in The Discourses oj Epictetlls, trans. George Long, Great 
Books oJthe Western World, 12 (Chicago, 1952), p. 129, cited in Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, Journal 
oJthe History (!f!deas, Vo1.39, IsslIc 3(Ju1-Scp., 1978) p.374 
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Similarly in his Meditations Marcus Aurelius says: 'A cucumber is bitter.-

Thrml' it awa);' 13 The same is true for life: 

'ff thou art pained by any external thing, it is not this thing that disturbs thee, but thy own 
judgement about it And it is thy power to wipe out this judgement now'U 

If life becomes bitter, suicide is the logical solution. The keynote in this 

point is simplicity. Aurelius' words are typical of the Stoic attitude toward ending an 

undesirable existence. 

In fact, we can say that the same ideas became current for the opposing party 

which see suicide as a free will choice. As Noon stated, D'Holbach who lived in 

eighteenth century also emphasized the idea of choice. According to him, 

individual's contract with society was based on mutual benefit. If society had nothing 

to offer, the individual had right to nullify the contract and remove himself. ls In other 

words, it was in the hands of the individual to end his life. 

If we try to have historical outlook towards suicide across the world, we can 

safely say that the main debates about the nature of suicide have its roots in the 

Western world. When we talk about different and conflicting ideas about the nature 

of suidde we mainly talk about the Western world from Greek to the modern times. 

No doubt, each civilization had diilerent perceptions and attitudes towards suicide. 

Some civilizations, especially Eastern civilizations, had more tolerance towards 

suicide; they even institutiol1alized and created some rules about this activity. 

I believe it is necessary to say some words about the story of Eastern 

civilizations' perception of suicide. While considering the perception of suicide in 

13 Marcus Aurelius, Meditations, Bk. VIII, 50, in The Meditaitons of Marcus Aurelius, trans. George 
Long, Great Books of the Western World, 12, (Chicago, 1952) p.289, cited in Noon, Georgia, On 
Suicide, Journal of the History of Ideas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Sep., 1978) p.374 

14 Marcus Aurelius, Meditations, Bk. V.29, in The Meditaitons of Marcus Aurelius, trans. George 
Long, Great Books of the Western World, 12, (Chicago, 1952), p.289 cited in Noon, Georgia, On 
Suicide, Journal (!f the History (?f Ideas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Scp., 1978) p.374 
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Eastern civilizations, we can refer to the term 'institutionalized' suicide. As 

Retterst01 (1998) has argued that, there are two kinds of suicide: individual and 

institutionilized suicide. In Eastern civilizations, especially in Japan, there were some 

rules that put by tradition about the methods of sUIcide. For instance, in Japan where 

the suicide was perceived as an honourable activity iil some cases, the types of the 

suicide and methods had some rules. Hara-Kiri was the method for upper classes, 

namely nobility and warriors (samurai) and it was a kind of ritual and should take 

place in the garden. As Retterst01 (1998) pointed out, this type of suicide developed 

approximately 1000 years ago, during the initial stages of feudalism in Japan. It 

originated as an honorable way of committing suicide to avoid being captured. It was 

also possible to be sentenced to commit hara-kiri. Thus, suicide could be forced or 

voluntary. The forced suicide was applied to nobility, who might 'pay for' their 

criminal acts or 'repair' thcir loss of face with a sword. Voluntary Hara-Kiri would 

usually be carried out as an act of defiance against a master or ruler, or also as an 

expressio11 of grief at the death of the master. Both forms of hara-kiri were prohibited 

by law in 1868. Another type of suicide was called shinju which was for the lower 

classes and especially for unhappy lovers. Morover, there was another type of suicide 

carried out after the death of one's superior is called junshi. Junshi was carried out 

when a person of high status died, and the person committing junshi believed that he 

needed the spirit of the superior in question in his life after death. 

Certainly, this kind of institutionalized suicides did not mean that all Eastern 

civilizations welcomed suicide in all cases. For instance, unlike the Shintoist Japan's 

perception, the Buddhist attitude to suicide is generally negative. According to 

Buddhist tenets, the life consists primarily of suffering and stress, and it is a part of 

15 Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, .Journal (!(thc flistOlJ' (!( Ideas, Vo1.39, Issue 3(Jul-Sep., 1978), p.380 
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the duty of man to endure this pain and suffering. A person who takes his own life to 

escape such suffering will find it difficult to be reincamated. 16 

If we exclude this kind of institutionalized suicides in Eastern civilizations, 

we can safely say that the main problem is whether the life of human being is at his 

disposal, and he had the right to choose to live or die or not. There are two 'parties' 

with different views from the Greek world to the modem times. One group believes 

that hW11an being is bound and responsible to some authorities. These authorities 

might be the Gods, state of ancient times, or God of monotheist religions, or the 

society and/or family, which he or she lives in. Religious or social condemnation of 

suicide might force people to live under every condition. Moreover, if a person 

commits or attempts suicide, he or she should be punished according to the religious 

or social rules of the society. Other group's claim is as old as of the former group 

£i.-om Stoics to existentialist philosophers. This group claims that, people have the 

right to end their life, if life becomes unbearable. It is a simple choice. It can be taken 

as a kind of secularization effort in the perception of suicide. They simply see the 

concept of suicide as a secular phenomenon which was free from any religious or 

social authority in a private realm. In modem times, scholars who think that suicide 

is an individual act and a choice borrow their ideas mostly from the Stoic 

philosophers. 

It is also possible to examme the concept of suicide from a historian's 

perspective and within the framework of nineteenth -twentieth century Ottoman 

society, especially the post-Tanzimat period. The suicide studies on the Ottoman 

world, mainly focuses on two events: One is the dubious and controversial death of 

Sultan Abdillaziz after his dethronement. The debate was around whether it was a 

16 Retterstol, Nils, Suicide in a cultural history perspective, Norwegianjollrnal Suicidologi 1998, 

pp.18-19 
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suicide or a murder. The second is the suicide of Be~ir Fuad who was a positivist 

author in Ottoman world. Besides studies on these two issues, there is only one study 

on suicide related to the Ottoman case. Nezahat Arkun pointed out that it was the 

Mark J3()nnal~lUs' work Oil the 'suicide epidemic'- ol'Ottoman world between 1916-

1927. published in 1927.17 This study of Bonnafaus has some problematic points 

which has been admitted by the author himself. He had difficulty in obtaining the 

necessary documents, that is reports of the suicide cases. He did not have enough 

material for his study, and the documents in the police records did not include all of 

suicides and suicide attempts. For this reason, his main source for his study was the 

newspapers ofthat period. 

Later on Bonnafaus's study has been criticized by Nezahat Arkun for invalid 

generalizations since Bonnafaus used the documents and newspapers of the Istanbul 

and draw conclusions on the whole of Ottoman world. IS Bonnafaus was a sociologist 

who was a follower of Durkheim. In Durkheimian School, suicide is considered to be 

a mainly social problem and can be considered in terms of individual's social 

relations with society. Certainly there have been scholars and scientists 

(psychologists, psychiatrists, medical doctors, and philosophers) who oppose this 

idea. The Durkheimian view and opposing ideas will be mentioned in detail in the 

following parts. 

Bonnafaus' work was only an attempt at generalization, explaining the 

suicide as a social phenomenon by using statistical data and rates. As for Be~ir Fuad, 

he cannot be taken as the representative of Ottoman society, which was an 'empire' 

with a multi-religious, multi-cultural and multi-ethnic society. Be$ir Fuad was an 

intellectual and adopted positivist views. For this reason he cannot be considered a 

17 Arkun, Nezahat, intiharm Psikodinamiklerf. ist.Dnv.Ed.Fak.Yay., Istanbul, 1978, p.28 
18 ibid, p.29 
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"sample" providing clues for the general trends of Ottoman society, but can be a 

case study. For this reason we can safely say that there is a need for a study about 

perception of suicide of Ottoman society by using different theories and disciplines. 

This study is restricted to the post Tanzimatperiod. There are several reasons 

for such a restriction. One reason is that nearly all of the documents were about after 

the Tanzimat period. Tanzimat period is important because after this period, we see a 

new state organization. The state created some bureaucratic standards and uniform 

practices for the state affairs. As a result of these new regulations, all official 

documents about the affairs of the state domain were gathered in the center. Those 

official documents, mainly suicide reports and suicide notes which include 

quarantine and pulice repurts sent to the center especially to Dahiliye Nezareti by 

the local authorities were may primary source in understanding the perception of 

suicide in the Ottoman society. Furthermore, Tanzimat period is important for testing 

the influences of Western world. As stated above, though suicide could be seen in 

every civilization, the main debates about the nature of the suicide came from 

Western world. For this reason I wanted to see whether there was an effect of the 

Western world in Ottoman lands about this issue. 

In the first part of this study, the Investigation Process of the suicide cases by 

the state will be looked into. The questions asked by the officers of the period will be 

traced back and the type of evidence and sources used will be examined. By looking 

at the official documents, suicide reports, and case studies, the main goal of the 

officers, what they really looked for during the investigation, will be considered. 

The following section will be about the main reasons and methods of suicide 

in Ottoman case. In this section, suicide reports and theories about the reasons and 
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methods of the suicide will be examined together, and the main motives for suicide 

and the methods that were used will be classified. 

Then the perception of suicide in Ottoman Empire will be dealt with. If we 

make an analogy, we can say that suicide cases are very similar to theatre plays. In 

theatre plays, as all we know, there are two parties: actors and viewers. Within this 

framework, the person who committed or attempted suicide can be accepted as the 

actor of the case or performance. All other people and authorities apart from him or 

her can be accepted as the viewers. In this section, I will try to look into the 

perceptions of both sides. 

As for the actor's side, the most important source used in this work will be 

the suicide notes. There are some suicide notes in Ba$bakanlzk Osmanlz Ar$ivi. The 

language, expressions and content of the suicide notes will be very helpful to 

understand the emotional, psychological condition of the actor, the main motives for 

suicide, and his or her expectations from this action. Furthermore, the statement of 

the person who attempted committing suicide but were rescued, or the statements of 

the people who were relatives or friends of the actor will be very helpful to depict the 

actor's side of the whole picture. 

The viewers' side can be divided into three pmis. One is -as an authority- the 

state. The state's perception of suicide will be examined by looking at the official 

suicide reports. Here, I will try to rcad betwecn thc lines. Thc expressions, thc words 

used will be good sources for us to understand whether there was an official 

perception of the state or not. Moreover, I will try to see whether the perception has 

changed time. 

Another source IS literature. Nobody can deny that there is a strong, 

reciprocal interaction between the society and literature. The works of the time can 
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shed light on the main or general perception of the ordinary people and intellectuals 

of that time. 

Unfortunately, we do not have direct data about the perception or attitudes of 

ordinary people towards suicide .. However, wc will mention a case which will be 

helpful in understanding the perception of ordinary people. 

Certainly, there are sorne drawbacks of this study. As Bonnafaus said, we do 

not have enough data. In addition, we can safely predict that not all of the suicides or 

suicide attempt might have been registered orreported. The families of the suicidal 

people could have hidden the main reason for death or attempt, because it was 

cowardice and a condemned act according to all monotheist religions. Furthermore, 

some cases that were reported as suicide cases might not be real suicides but murder. 

\Ve cannot ascertain the truth of the report. In fact, there were many dubious cases 

and officers investigated the cases in a very detailed way. 

My aim is to understand perception of suicide in every segment of society 

and to emphasize the relationship between Westernization and the change in 

perception by using official and literary sources. As a social historian, 1 will try to 

read between the lines to understand Ottomans' perception of suicide and to show 

that the suicide is not peculiar to Abdlilaziz or Be~ir Fuad in the Ottoman context 
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CHAPTERl 
INVESTIGATION OF SUICIDE IN OTTOMAN 
DOMAINS 

For a better understanding of Ottoman society's point of view about suicide 

cases, it is necessary to look at the investigation process of suicide cases. The most 

important source that help us us to understand the process of investigation in suicide 

cases are the reports which show us different offices which were responsible for the 

investigatioll process, the actors of the investigation and techniques of investigation. 

1. The Authorities who were in charge of the investigation of suicide 

cases: 

When someone commits suicide, the state responsible for providing internal 

order and security for its citizens, inevitably gets involved in the event since suicide 

is -at first glance- a dubious act, and it needs to be investigated. What the state tries 

to define is that whether the incidence was a real suicide or murder. 

It is necessary to specify the authorities who were responsible for 

investigating suicide cases and certain steps of this investigation process. There were 

some certain steps for investigating a suicide case. The first step of procedure was 

'informit1g the authot'ities'. The t'elatives, household people, neighbors or people who 

found the person who has attempted or committed suicide inform the officials about 

the case. If we look at the expressions used in this process, we see mainly two kinds 

of expressions. One type of expression specifies the source of information by using 

such terms as 'according to the information obtained in the scene/ provided by [the 
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people in] the scene' (mahallinin i~arz uzerine), /9 the certificate sent from the place 

[of the event]' (mahallesi tarafindan veri/en ilmuhaber ba jurnal irsal olunmu$). 20 

Mahal means the place where he or she lived and committed or attempted suicide. 

And the peopJe who live in the same mahal with the person in question would inform 

the officers about the case. Besides mah!il, there were expressioi1S like 'by obtaining 

information'(istihbar kllznarak)/I or bi'l-istihbar,22 Also in these expressions~ we 

have some infomlation, denunciation but document did not specify the source of 

information. In some of the documents, we see the omission of this first step that is 

we see that source of information is not provided. After receiving this information, a 

group of officers would go to the 'crime scene', the place where the event took 

place. 

This group would be composed of the police or gendarme forces who were 

responsible for the searching the crime scene to find evidence and carry out inquiries. 

In the group there would be a doctor who is responsible for the medical examination 

of the C01'psc or the body or person who committed suicide. 

In the investigation process, the investigation group came across different 

kinds of suicide methods which will be discussed later. If a person committed or 

attempted suicide in the sea or river, normally there would be no criminal scene 

investigation. In this cases, the officials had recourses to the observations of the 

'witnesses', the people who were there and saw the event, If the person who 

attempted suicide was rescued, he or she was takcn to the doctor for medical 

examination, ifhe or she passed away the doctor examined the body. 

19 BOA, DH.EUM.AYS, 31/85, Suicide Report from Sivas, 7 Subat 1336(Rumi)1 08.02.1920 

20 BOA, A.MKT.NZD. 180/61, Suicide Report from Koska, 24 Ramazan 1272/31.03.1856 
2hBOA, DH.EUM.AYS. 63/19, Suicide Report from Gendarme, 11 Muharrem 1341/04.09.1922 

22 BOA, DH.EUM.EMN. 26/14, Suicide Report from Ankara, 20 Cemaziyelahir 1331/27.05.1913 
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If we think the authorities responsible for the suicide cases and investigation 

process as a chain, we can claim that we have different kinds of chains depending on 

time and certain elements. 

-
After the investigation process was completed, the investigation group would 

write their report to their chief who were sub-governors which were 'the governor of 

the town or district'(kaymakam}, or 'the governor of the sanjak' (mutasarrif). As the 

following step this officer would send the report about the case to his chief, 

'governor general' (vali) who hierarchically had the highest rank among the 

administrative officials in a province. To provide the details of event, the vdli would 

send a report to the Dahiliye Nezm"eti, which is similar to today's Ministry oflnterior 

Affairs, since that institution was the main govemmental office responsible for this 

kind of situations. The report in question could be the report prepared by the 

investigation group,23 or the vali would write a new report to the center24 in the light 

of the report of the investigation group. 

Second type of chain was related to time and emergence of a new state 

organization. After the establishment of police organization and 'The General 

Directorate of Police'(Emniyet-i Umumiye Muduriyeti), the police forces reported 

suicide cases to Emniyet-i Umumiye MuduriyetPS not directly to the Dahiliye 

Netafeli. But this chain was valid for the cases which took place in Istanbul or its 

environs. Therefore, after the establishment of Emniyet-i Umumiye Madurlagii, this 

other chain emerged for suicide cases in Istanbul. Yet, the provinces would still send 

, their reports to Dahiliye Nezareti. 

23 BOA, A.MKT.UM. 4) 0/51, Suicide Report to mutasarrif of HUdavendigar, 26 Zilkaade 

1276/16.06.1860 

24 BOA, DH.EUM. EMN. 77/8, Suicide Report from Aleppo, 29 Cemaziyelahir 1336111.4.1918 
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The third chain was related to the status, occupation of the person who 

committed suicide. The chains mentioned above were for the people who were not 

from military class or from military class but committed suicide in civil places. If a 

person committed st,licide in civil places, pOlice forces were responsible for 

investigating the case.26 In one case reported in 1326/1910~ Captain Ahmed 

$emseddin Efendi, the art teacher of the Military High School in Istanbul, attempted 

suicide by throwing himself into the sea. Istanbul Police Directorate, (Istanbul Polis 

MildiirWgil) wrote a report to Emniyet-i Umumiye Mildilriyeti about this case. 

According to this report, he was rescued and sent to the military center of Istanbul 

according to the information given by 'The Central Office of the Sea Affairs' (Deniz 

Merkez Memurlugu). By looking at this report, we can say that because the 

individual who attempted suicide was from military class, he was directly sent to the 

military authorities, not to the police station. Moreover, we see that Deniz Alerkez 

Meh1Urlug/,i was responsible for this kind of affairs, and reported them to the police. 

Emniyet-i Umumiye or Dahiliye Nezareti would also inform military authorities 

about the details of the case. Upon receiving this information, a deeper investigation 

would be carried out by military authorities. However, if a person who was the 

member of military class (even if the person was the student of military schools) 

committed suicide in his regiment or office, the military authorities would be 

responsible for investigating the suicide or suicide attempt and the result of 

investigation would be repOlied to 'The War Office at Istanbul' (Bab-l Seraskeri}. 

Moreover, there was another chain of investigation for the suicide cases of 

the members of top administative class. For these cases, an independent group was 

25 BOA, DH.EUM. VRK. 4/18, Report of an Attempted Suicide of an artisan from Istanbul, 31 
Agustos 1326(Rumi)/13.9.1910 
26 BOA, DH.EUM. THR, 48/19, Report of an Attempted Suicide of a soldier from Istanbul, 17 
Agustos 1326(Rumi)l30.8.1910 
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established by the palace itself and this group reported the details and results of 

investigation directly to the Sultan. We see a sample of this kind of practice in the 

suicide of Sadullah Pa~a who was the Ottoman ambassador to Vienna. A committee 

was established by the palace and sent to Vienna to investigate the case. And the 

committee wrotc their report to the Sultan directly. The details of this case will be 

studied in the following sections. 

After the investigation process was completed by the group, the group would 

reach a conclusion and decide whether it was a suicide or not. For the cases in which 

the investigation group would not determine whether the incidence was a suicide or a 

murder, the courts would interfere and would continue the investigation process and 

ask additional questions which were not asked and help to shed light on the casco 

, In this section, we focus on the investigation process itself. The questions 

that were asked, the important points that were emphasized and looked for, the 

sources that were necessary for investigation will be studied in the lights of archival 

documents to understand investigation process of suicide cases better. 

2. Sources for Authorities: 

In the investigation process of suicide cases, the investigation group would 

use some sources to investigate the case and to find out the truth. These sources call 

mainly be divided into two as primary and secondary sources. 

Primary sources were the sources directly left or taken from the 'actor' of the 

case. These were suicide notes if he or she left one, the evidence on his or her body 

which were helpful to understand the method of suicide or suicide attempt, and the 

statements of the person who attempted at committing suicide if he or she is alive. If 

the investigators did not have any primary source for investigation, they would look 
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for the secondary sources which were the cvidence and statements of the 

deceased/injured person's relatives, neighbors or friends who know him or her well 

enollgh to understand or predict the reason for the suicide or suicide attempt. 

2.1. A Primary Source: Suicide Note 

The most important source for the committee is the suicide note of the person 

if he or she left one. This note might shed light on the cac:;e and be helpful mainly to 

understand the reason for suicidc. When the investigation group goes to the crime 

scene, the first thing they do is to look for a suicide note. The suicide notes, which 

would be helpful in clarifying whether the incidence is a murder or suicide, are'also a 

very imp0l1ant source for us in understanding the perception of suicide by people. 

This issue will be studied in the next chapter. 

2.2. Body of Suicide: Medical Examination 

As stated above, the investigation committee was made up of differet1t group 

of people. A doctor or group of doctors (depends on the person who attempted or 

committed suicide) examine the corpse of the person. The doctor simply tries to 

understand the method the 'suicide' chose and whether action was done by the 

person himself. The body would be exan1ined thoroughly to understand whether he 

or she had an illness, or whether there were any bruises on the body of the person 

who attempted or committed suicide. The body and the bruises were helpful to 

understand whether it was suicide or not. When we look at the reports, sometimes we 

have a detailed depiction about what was done and what was found on the body of 

the person who committed suicide. In general, we can say that the main focus and 

aim of the medical examination was to understand whether it was suicide or not. 
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2.3. Evidence and Statements 

If the person who committed suicide did not leave a suicide note, the 

investigation group would ask for statements of the person who attempted suicide if 

he or she was alive or people who were relatives or friends of the person who has 

committed suicide. Especially inquiries were very helpful to get the reasons for 

suicide. When we look at the archival documents, we see the importance of these 

inquiries clearly. 

In one file we have correspondence from local authorities to the center. 27 

about the suicide of Kazlln Efcndi, who was the Chief Secretary of Edithe 

(mel.1upc;u), in 130911893 Those correspondences show us clearly what they look for 

in investigating a suicide case. Local officers say that there is no note left by him 

and he had no contact with his relatives because of his melancholic nature, and for 

this reason, they do not have any direct source to investigate the main reason of the 

suicide.28 They also ask for information about him from his work colleagues. They 

do not have any idea about the reason for the suicide but they mention such 

possibilities like his pessimism about his career due to the stern atttiude of the 

governor or his sending away of his mother who carne to be known as a loose 

woman. For these reasons he may have committed suicide, they add as we see in the 

correspondence local officers say that these are only possibilities and it is VCt'Y 

difficult to find lhe main reason of the suicide because we do not have any direct 

access to him for instance by means of suicide notes.
29 

27 BOA, Y.PRK.B$K 33/31, Suicide Reports of an official from Edirne, 18 EylUl 1309(Rumi)/30 
Eyltil 1893 
28 BOA, Y.PRK, R$K, 33/31,3,18 EyIli11309(Rumi)/30 EylU11893 
29 BOA, Y.PRK, I1$K.33/31,1, 18 EyIUIIJ09(Rul11i)/JO EylLil1893 

21 



In this case there are some important points to cmphasize. Thc document 

shows us the importance or the suicide notes or written documents len by the person 

who has committed suicide to shed light on the case.The investigators first look for 

whether there was a suicide note as primary source. Then they have recourse his 

relatives' depositions. But there was no contact between KaZlm Efendi and his 

relatives. Thirdly they apply to his work friends whether they know something about 

the reason. Also in this documents with the help of the people around KaZlITI Efendi, 

they managed to portray the man, his emotional and psychological condition such as 

not talking much, having an interest only in his own work and sensitiveness. And by 

using this data, if we read between the lines, local officers thought that he might be a 

suicidal person. It is important to understand whether he has psychological problems 

and he has suicidal tendencies or not. 

The inquiries playa very important role to understand the main reason for 

suicide. As argued before, the primary source of the suicide case is the person who 

attempted or comn1itted suicide. lrthe person did not die, and if the case was oi11y an 

attempt,the person who attempted suicide would be the primary or direct source of 

investigation. We see many such kind of cases. After he or she was rescued, 

investigation group asked the reason for his or her suicide attempt. 

But in some cases, the statement or the person who attempted suicide, which 

we call as primary source, was not taken into consideration. Officers took the 

statement of his or her relatives about him or her into account. In a case reported by 

Istanbul Polis Mlidiirliigii to Emniyet-i Umumiye Miiduriyeti, in 132611910, an 

Armenian, Aristidi Efendi, attempted suicide by jumping from a ship into sea in 

Sarayburnu and he was rescued. When asked the reason of his action, he mentions 

economic problems. He claimed that he attempted suicide because he could not take 
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his money back from his brothers. Yet, his brothers provided a totally different 

account. We do not have the details of his brothers' statement in the document but at 

the end of inquiry, the officers sent Aristidi Efendi to Bahkh Mental Illnesses 

Hospita1.
3o 

Most probably, the relatives of the Aristidi claimed he had mental 

problems and thorugh their own observations, the investigators group were 

convinced that that was indeed the case so Aristidi Efendi's statement was not taken 

into consideration. 

3. Reaching a Result: Suicide or Not? 

The most important and basic question that investigat6rs would try to answer 

was whether it was a real suicide, and if it is indeed a suicide, the reasons for it. After 

all of these steps, the group rcaches a decision about the case. At this point, we can 

divide the cases into two. The first group was the dubious cases. In this group of 

cases, the investigation group was not sure whether the case was a 'simple' suicide 

or not. We may find more inllmnation about the investigation process of suicide 

cases in this kind of cases because there were many questions about the case and the 

person who committed suicide in the reports. What is more, these questions will help 

us about their perception, and techniques of investigation. 

3.1. Dubious Cases 

If we look at dubious cases, we see that the reports about the evidence and 

statements were very detailed and were studied from every dimension of the case and 

several questions which show the suspicions about the case were asked. 

30S0A, DH. EUM. VRK. 4/25, Report of Suicide Attempt from Istanbul, 30 Agustos 1326(Rumi) 1 
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3.1.1. A Suicide of an Ambassador: The Sadullah Pa~a Case 

Our first example for such cases is the suicide of Sadullah Pa~a. Sadullah 

Pa~a was the Ottoman ambassador to Vienna and he committed suicide in 1891. A 

group of officers ha$ been sent to investigate the in~ident from Istanbul to Vielma. 

Sadullah Pa9a was born in 1838 in Erzurum when his father, the vizier Es'ad 

Muhlis Pa$a, was the governor of Erzurum. He held various offices in Ottoman 

state,12 and he was appointed to Berlin as ambassador in 1877. During his term of 

office in Berlin, he acted as a member of the Ottoman delegation in the Berlin 

Congress as well. In 1881, he was given the title of vizier and after two years he was 

transferred to the Vienna as the ambassador in 1883. This position was the last post 

for him, and he was not allowed to come back to Istanbul. The reason for such a 

prohibition was the anger of AbdUlhamid II at the people who had connection with 

the deposition of AbdUlaziz. Sadullah Pa$a was the chief secretary of Murad V, and 

had had good relations both with Midhat and Hliseyin Pa~a who were influential in 

the deposition of Abdlilaziz. 13 

There has been many correspondences during the course of the investigation 

on the suicide of Sadullah Pa~a. The incident was reported by Nasri Franko Bey, who 

was the charge d'(?fJ(lircs of the embassy, and by the doctors who examined the 

body. An investigation group was formed by the palace and sent to Vienna to 

investigate the case. This group was composed of Seleste Bonen who was the general 

inspector ofIstanbul Police Directorate (Ls·tanblll Polis Miidiirliigil Umllmi Mlifetti~'i), 

Sadlk Bey who was the head of the Secretary of Ministry of Interior Affairs 

(Dahiliye Nezareti KalemO, and Bertome who was an officer of the Ministry of 

14.10.1910 
12 For details on Sadliliah Pa~a's life and offices he held, see: Sicil-i Ahvalin-i Memurin, ikinci Defter, 
Nlirnara 982. 
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Police (Zapli..,ve Nezareli). The investigation group went to Vienna and started to 

investigate the suicide case. 14 

After going to Vienna, the investigation group started its work immediately, 

and the chief of the group, Bonen Efendi sent thei~ first report and impressions about 

the case. In the report, Bonen Efendi told that the French part of investigation group 

has not come to Vienna yet. According to the evidence, the case was not a murder. 

Servants of the embassy claimed that Sadullah Pa~a and his private servant named 

Anna Schumann had an afT air and she was pregnant with his child. All of the 

servants knew that she was the mistress of Sadullah Pa~a. Finally, she left the 

embassy and Sadullah Pa~a rented a house for her near embassy in Vienna. Bonen 

Efendi emphasized that they should find her [or the sake of investigation. In the 

repOlt, Bonen Efendi also noted that to prevent the intervention of the local police 

forces and any scandal, they should be very careful in the investigation. IS 

Beside the investigation group sent to Vienna from Istanbul, there were two 

additional officers from France who were assigned to investigate the Sadullah Pa~a 

case upon the request of Istanbul. They were Albert Iskuru who was auditor in Paris 

Directorate of Police and Hanri Bek who was a detective in Paris police forees. 16 

There are some interesting points which need to be emphasized about the 

SaduJlah Pa~a case. The Ottoman state did not want the Austrian government and 

police forces to get involved in this incident. As mentioned earlier, when we look at 

the corresponoences and committee members, we sec that the Istanbul government 

sends a committee directly from the capital and it requests the help of officers from 

the republic of France and not from Austria. In tenns of international relations, the 

13 Uzun<;:aqtll, LH, Viyana Bliyi.ikel<;:isi Vezir Sadullah Pa~a'nll1 intihanna Dair, /3elleten, C XIV, 
pp.420-421, 
14 ibid, p.434 
15 BOA, Y. EE.,45129, Report of BOllen Efcndi from Vienna, , 3 :;;ubat 1891 

25 



place where the suicide was committed was regarded as the land of Ottoman Empire 

and Austrian forces could not interfere with the investigation process without 

permission of the Ottoman statc. Ottoman state did not prefer to request the help of 

Austrian governmcnt hut of [-ranee. One reason f(~)r such a preference might be due to 

Anna Schuman's being a citizen of Austria and being 'underage' since she was 24 

whilethe maturity age for Austria was 25 years. She was pregnant with the 

ambassador's baby according to statements of servants and an officer of embassy, 

Esad Efendi who was actually Sadullah Pa~a's nephew. The Ottoman state did not 

want have any problems with the Austrian government and did not want to cause any 

scandals. For this reason, rather than getting the Austrian government involved, the 

French were invited for the investigation process. This was some kind of precaution 

for keeping the case 'hidden' from the Austrian government and the Western press. 

However, in the archives of the Ottoman state we come across with some 

translations of newspapers articles published in Western papers about the incident. 

Despite the attempt to hide some possibilities and the actual events that lead to the 

suicide, and even though local forces were kept 'away' from the case, it seems that 

Western papers managed to get bits and pieces of information. The translations, 

which appear in the archives tell us that the investigators were to some extent 

successful in hiding the main reason of the suicide. One article from the Times which 

was published in England, says that Sadullah Pa~a was paralyzed. At the time of 

publishing, Sadullah Pa~a was still alive but the news did not mention the suicide. 

This translation was sent by the ha.ykalih of embassy of London, Abdtilhak Hamid 

Bey.17 The illness of his wife and the conflict between the Istanbul government and 

16 UZllllyar~dl, i.H, Viyalla Bliylikclyisi Vczir Sadlillah Pa~a'nm intihanna D.air, , C XIV, p.434 
17 BOA, Y.PRK. ZB, 7/44, News from Western newspapers about suicide ot Sadlillah Pa$a, 24 
Cemaziyelcvvcl 1308/4 ~ubat 1891. 
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the Pa~a, that is his being in 'exile' arc claimed to be the reasons for the stroke of 

paralyses. 

Some news about Sadul1ah Pa~a appeared in a Spanish newspaper called El-

Popular as well. This newspaper published the real cause of death, which was 

suicide. However, this newspaper considered the main reason for the suicide as 

political connict between Istanbul and Sadullah Pa~a as well. The article about the 

incident included a short resume of Sadullah Pa~a's life, and his Westernized 

outlook. Moreover, Sadullah Pa~a was depicted as a pious (mutedeyyin) Muslim. 18 

These hvo news articles il1dicate that although the 'way' of Sadullah Pa$a's death, 

that is he committed suicide, could not be kept secret, the reason was hidden 

successfully. Thus we can say that the precautions worked only partially. Since the 

newspapers did not specify their sources, (they only mentioned they received the 

news from Vienna), we cannot define at which point or by whom the urge for 

secrecy was violated. 

According to UzUnyar~I1I, another possible reason for requesting help from 

France was the likelihood of the incident to be murder not suicide. Abdulhamid II, 

who did not want to be blamed for murder of Midhat Pa~a, did not want to risk to be 

subject to similar suspicions. 19 Thus, he wanted extra members for the investigation 

o[ the Sadullah Pa~a case [rom France, members Who are hot froirt IstanbUl, Who ate 

not subject to the Sultan's authority. so that no doubt would be cast upon the 

investigation process. There is still a third possibility: there might have been an 

agreement betwecn thc French government and the Ottoman government for this 

kind of cases or might be this was the only example of such a practice. Another point 

18 BOA, YlIdlz Esas Evrakl, Newspaper translation about suicide ofSadullah Pa§a, 4517, 16 
Cemaziyelevvel 1308. 
19 Uzun<;:ar~lli, i.H, Viyana BUyUkel<;:isi Vezir Sadullah Pa~a'n\l1 intihanna Dair, Belleten, C XIV, 
pA33, footnote 18 
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is the wish of Istanbul for diversity in the committee so that no points or evidence 

would be neglected. With the involvement of the French, different processes and 

techniques of investigation could have been used. 

All of the officers of the embassy were questioned. There were lengthy 

depictions of the crime scene especially in the report of Nasri Bey who was charge 

d'affaires of the embassy. The report starts with the depiction of the embassy 

building?O In the Sadullah Pa~a file at the archives there was even a full plan of the 

embassy building. 

After the depiction of the embassy, Nasri Efendi continues his report by 

giving details about that day. He went to embassy in the morning, and in lunch time 

he went to a restaurant and came back to the embassy. Sadullah Pa~a's two sons 

Raglb and Nusret Bey and the nephew of Sadullah Pa~a, Esad Bey, were also 

officers of the embassy and they were out of the embassy like Nasri Bey. Because 

Sadul1ah Pa~a did not wake up in the usual time and did not answer the calls of 

servants, the officers, nephew, and sons of Sadullah Pa~a became worried about him. 

Nasri Bey's son called the translator of embassy, Mosy6 Peter and he again called 

Sadullah Pa~a's name and did not get any answer. They called a locksmith to open 

the door of Pa~a's room. Meanwhile, Nasri Bey called the doctor of the district and 

as well as that of the Embassy. 

Nasri Efendi describes the room, and how they found Sadullah Pa~a in a 

dctailed way oncc the locksmith opened the door. He had committed suicide by 

holding a plastic pipe into his mouth and connecting the other side of the pipe to the 

gas valve. Sadullah P<l$a was still alive when they found hi111, and doctors tried to 

rescue him for three days. 
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Nasri Bcy scarched through the clothcs of Sadullah Pa~a and found a receipt 

of a market from which he bought the rubber pipe. The lawyer of the embassy, 

Doctor Lipicki, went to this market, and learned that a person who suits Sadullah 

Pa~a's appearance bought this rubber pipe. 

Nasri Bey continues his report with the routines of the embassy. Every 

evening Sadullah Pa~a and his sons and his nephew Esad Bey eat dinner together. 

But in the evening he committed suicide, Esad Efendi was ill and Nusret Bey went to 

control him, and his other son Raglb Bey slept early. Therefore, Sadullah Pa$a was 

alone that night and went his room at ten o'clock. 

Nasri Bey also emphasizes his relationship with Sadullah Pa~a. Sadullah 

Pa~a trusted him in administrative affairs but he did not have any information about 

the Pa~a's private affairs. Before he committed suicide, he transferred all accounts to 

Nasri Efendi, and he ordered his son, Nusret Efendi to take a polIcy to send to his 

wife. 

At the end of his statement, Nasri Efendi gives some clues about Sadullah 

Pa~a's suicidal thoughts. Servants found a rope formed into strangle in his wardrobe. 

It is clear that the servants did not have any information about this strangle and 

Sadullah Pa$a most probably bought it. Also a few days before he committed suicide, 

Sadullah Pa~a asked a servant, Jorjdol, to buy bullets for his gun, and asked his cook, 

Halil Osman, to clean and repair his gun . .Jo~jdot and Halil Osman had no suspicions 

about this case and did not mention this event formerly. It seems that Sadullah Pa~a 

thought of applying different kinds of methods for suicide. 

Nasri Bey finishes his statement by emphasizing that all members of the 

embassy and the doctors did everything to rescue Sadullah Pa~a and after his death 

20 BOA, YildlZ Esas Evrakl, 45/6, Report of Nasri Franko Bey, 23 Cemaziyelahir 1308/3 ~ubat 1891, 
cited in Uzun<;ar~i11, i.H, Viyana BliyUke\visi Vezir Sadullah Pa~a'1lln intihanna Dair" C XIV, 
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all religious rituals were done. Esad ECendi and Subhi Bey read the Quran, his 

fut1eral was transferred to a room and an open Quran was put 011 his dead body. The 

imam of Adakale, a Bosnian imam living in Vienna and an Egyptian imam did all 

necessary religious rituals. We have a document about the rcligios rituals as well. 

If we look at the report ofNasri Bey, we have many information that would 

be helpful for the investigation process, especially for crime scene investigation. He 

depicts the embassy, and mentions routines of the embassy, the day of suicide, and 

many details. Yet, there are no clues about the reason of the suicide. 

Medical Examination (Etibba Report) 

The second important document for investigation process related to the 

Sadullah Pa~a case, was the report of a group of doctors. As we state above, Sadullah 

Pa~a was still alive when the embassy officers found him. This report mentions all 

processes of treatment, the medicine that were used in this process. The doctors 

could not rescue him and Sadullah Pa~a died after two days. The doctors were sure 

that the reason of death was due to inhaling gas. According to doctors there might be 

two reasons for this action. One reason for inhaling gas might be the fact that he was 

suffering from insomnia. He might have heard that the nitrogen might help to prevent 

a sleeplessness problem and try to get over the problem by using the coal gas. 

Second possibility he might use this method because of his illnesses. 

At this point the committee gives the details of Sadullah Pa~a's medical 

records. He had some problems such as giddiness, which affected his walking. 

Moreover he had some mental problems and his doctor suggested some medicines 

for this problem. Sadullah Pa~a had bt!en suffering from insomnia and anorexia in the 

pp.436-442 
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period his private doctor treated him. At the end of the report doctors concluded that 

he might have inhaled the coal gas [or insomnia or because of mental problems he 

had two years ago? I 

It is interesting that doctors did not use the term suicide directly. They 

counted every possibility and left the decision to the committee which was 

responsible for the investigation of the crime scene and statements. 

A letter from the Center 

At this point of the investigation, a letter has been sent from the center about 

the investigation process. Istanbul asks certain questions, indicating that they have 

suspicions about the case. 

According to all 0 f the reports sent to Istanbul, the case seems to be a suicide 

case. However there is a document sent from the Istanbul to Vienna which included 

some questions that indicate Istanbul considered the case a probable murder rather 

than a simple suicide. Istanbul wants the answers of these questions. Some of the 

points that help answering Istanbul's questions are mentioned below. 

Nasri Bey's report is as follows: 'I came to the embassy, and worked for 

some time and at the lunch time, I went to lunch. When I came back, I found out that 

the people at the embassy were very anxious since Sadullah Pa~a did not wake up 

until that time.' One of the questions of Istanbul related to this part of Nasri Bey's 

statement: Istanbul wonders whether the people got anxious before the lunch or not. 

The second point is that none of the relatives of Sadullah Pa~a, his sons 

Raglp and Nusret and his brother-in-law Esad Bey were in the embassy in the night 

he had committed suicide. Is it a coincidence or did they leave Sadul1ah Pa~a on his 

own on a night he was not feeling well on purpose? According to Istanbul there was 

21 BOA, Y.EE" 45/6-8, Report of Medical Examination" 23 Kanunllsani 1891, cited in UZlln9ar~i1I, 
i.1-1, Viyana l1iiyOkelyisi Vezir Sadullah Pa~a'nlll inlihanna Dair, Bellefen. C XIVpp.443-449 
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a possibility that his young sons might have killed him to get his property since he 

was considerably wealthy as he had confiscated Abdi1laziz's fortune when he was an 

officer. 

The third point is the emotional conditio~n of Sadullah Pa~a. What was the 

reason for the 'fluctuations' in his psychological and emotional state? 

The fourth point again related to Nasri Bey's statement. Nasri Bey considered 

Sadullah Pa~a's transferring all accounts to him a sign for suicidal thought. Can such 

a view be considered a sign of possibility of murder? 

The fifth point is related to Sadullah Pa~a's sending a huge amount of money 

to his wife to pay the debts. What is interesting is that he also demanded money from 

the Istanbul government to be given to his wife. It is ui1likely that his wife had this 

amount of debt. One can claim that since he was planning to commit suicide, he 

wanted to guarantee his wife's future. On the other hand one can also claim the case 

was indeed a murder since you would not expect one to send money himself and 

demand money from Istanbul at the same time. One of the attempts (sending money 

or demanding money from Istanbul) can be some kind of a cover-up. 

The sixth point is related to the string found in Sadullah Pa~a's wardrobe 

while his room was searched as part of the investigation. There is no information 

about the string. Sadullah Pa~a might have bought it in order to kill himself with it. 

Another possihility is that the string might have been put by some other person to 

make the people think that Sadullah Pa$a bought the string and put it in the wardrobe 

since he was planning to commit suicide. 

The seventh point is that one or two days before the suicide, Sadullah Pa~a 

gave his gun to the cook of the embassy and he asked the servant to buy thirty 

bullets. These two actions can be considered the signs of precaution against the 
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possibility of criminal attempt, that is murder, and can be considered as actions 

Sadullah Pa~a carried out in order to protect himself. One can also argue that he was 

planning to shoot himself but the former possibility seems to be stronger. 

The eighth point is ahout the rubber pipe- that was used for the suicide. The 

group has found a piece of paper which was probably used to wrap the pipe. On the 

paper there was the address of a store. The investigators asked the people in the store 

in question whether Sadullah Pa~a had bought the pipe himself or not and they found 

out that a person who looked like Sadullah Pa~a bought the rubber pipe. One of the 

doctors suggested that he might have bought and used this rubber pipe for inhaling 

coal gas to solve his sleeplessness problem. This explanation does not seem to be 

plausible since although there were some suicide cases in which coal gas was used, 

there was no infonnation about the use of coal gas to get rid of insomnia. What is 

more it is claimed that the smell of coal gas and rubber pipe are very bad and they 

could not help for solving sleeplessness problem. Besides, there are different 

methods and odorless, errective medicines like morphine for fighting insomnia. Due 

to all these reasons using coal gas, in a small room and on an uncomfortable chair 

does not seem to be logical when seen as an attempt to get rid of insomnia. On the 

other hand, according to statements and reports, we can conclude that Sadullah Pa~a 

thought of different suicide methods such as hanging himself: shooting himself, and 

poisoning himself by coal gas. It seems then finally he had chosen the third method. 

Nevertheless, it is clear that the method he had chose was somewhat more messy and 

painful rather than the others. What is more, when this method is used, the person 

who commits suicide does not die immediately, and there is a possibility to be 

rescued. For this reason if a person really wanted to commit suicide, he could have 



chosen a method with which there is no possibility of surviving. Therefore, the 

method sheds serious doubt on the possibility of suicide.22 

The eight points mentioned above formed the basis of the questions of 

Istanbul or Abdulhamid II. From the manuscripts we get the impression that 

Abdtilhamid II did not like Sadullah Pa~a much and though he was dead Istanbul 

insisted on the former accusations against the Pa~a. He was accused of stealing 

money from Abdiilaziz when he was dethroned. At that time Sadullah Pa~a was the 

clerk of the Privy Purse (mabeyn). For this reason, he was sent to exile to Berlin, then 

to Vienna. Abdtilhamid II did not allow him to go back to Istanbul for 14 years. 

Sadullah Pa$a wrote several petitions to come back to Istanbul, but Abdiilhamid II 

always refused him. By looking at the document, we can say that the anger of the 

AbdUlhamid II continued and he tried to humiliate the Pa~a even after he was dead. 

According to Istanbul, or Abdiilhamid II because of his wealth, which was stolen 

from Abdtilaziz, Sadullah Pa~a could have been killed by his sons and relatives. 

It is very clear that these questions were raised by Abdiilhamid II. The 

questions carry the feel of detective stories which Abdtilhamid II was known to like 

very much. The document ends with a sentence that claims only if these questions 

were answered properly and new evidence was found to strengthen the idea of 

suicide, the case can be regarded as suicide. 

Secoild Report from Vienna 

In the second report sent by Bonen Efendi to Istanbul, we come across with 

some new developments. The core of the report was about Anna Schumann and her 

statement. In her statement, she confirmed that she had a relationship with Sadullah 

22 BOA, Y.EE." 45/28, Draft of the !ctter from Istanbul to Inv~sti.gation CO~lInittee, no date, cited in 
Uzunc;:ar~lh, LH, Yiyana BUyUkelc;:isi Vezir Sadullah Pa~a'nll1 mtJhanna Dalr, Belleten, C XIV, 
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Pa~a and that she got pregnant. Then she left the embassy and Sadullah Pa~a rented a 

house for her near the embassy in Vienna. After some time she wanted to leave 

Vienna since she did not want to give birth in Vienna. The main reason for this 

request was her fear of her family. Therefore, she planned to go to Graz despite the 

objectioi1 of Sadullah Pa$a. Moreover, Bonen Efendi mentioned points of agreemei1t 

and disagreement between Anna Schumann and Sadullah Pa~a. Sadullah Pa~a 

suggested to buy a house for her in Vienna, even he looked for one (we see this point 

in the statement of Esad Efendi) but Anna Schumann rejected this suggestion. 

Instead, she asked for cash from Sadullah Pa~a. According to the agreement they 

had, if Anna Schumann died, Sadullah Pa~a would take care of the child and if 

Sadullah Pa~a would be ill, he would mention the child in his will. In his report, 

Bonen Efendi again raised the suspicions about the honor of Anna Schumann. She 

was known to have relationships with some other men. Bonen Efendi feared that if 

the newspapers learned about the situation, it would cause a scandal.23 

After examining all of the statements and evidei1ce, the investigation group 

concluded that Sadullah Pa~a died by inhaling coal gas and this kind death can be 

only be explained as a suicide. What is more there was not any evidence on his body 

that would lead to the suspicion of a murder. All the members of the group signed 

this report and sent it to Istanbu1.24 

Istanbul Part of Investigation: Statement of Esad Bey25 

The statemcnt of Esad Bcy who was the nephew of Sadullah Pa~a and officer 

of the embassy played very important role in understanding the case. Other 

pp.459- . . . 
23 Uzunyar~t11, LH, Viyana BUyUkelyisi Vezir Sadullah Pa~a't1ln mtlharma Omr" C XIV, pp.466-469 
24 BOA, Y.EE.,,45/22, Report of Inv~s~igait?n Committee t~ Ista~b~l, 12 $ub.at 1891 
25 UZUllr;:ar~t11, I.H, Viyana BUyiikelylsl Vezu' Sadullah Pa~a nm lIltlhanna Omr, Belleten, C XIV, 
pp.449-459 (This statement was taken in Istanbul) 
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statements suggested that, only Esad Efendi might know the main reason for the 

suicide of Sadullah Pa~a. He was the confidant of Sadullah Pa~a. Esad Efendi was 

originally in the embassy of Rome. When Sadullah Pa~a wanted him to be 

transferred to Vienna, Istanbul appointed Esad Efendi to the embassy of Vienna. 

Esad Efendi began his statement with his coming to Austria. When he went to 

Austria, Sadullah Pa~a was in summer resort of the embassy in Hoteldorf. In the 

summer rcsOli, Anna Schumann was the servant of Sadullah Pa~a and she left the 

embassy when Sadullah Pa~a returned to Vienna. Esad Bey had had no information 

about Sadullah Pa~a's private affairs at that moment yet he was happy of this leave, 

because he heard some negative TUmours about her character in the embassy. 

However, he also heard from the servants that this leave was temporary. 

The days after she left, there was nothing extraordinary about Sadullah Pa~a's 

behaviors. But after a while, the behavior of Sadullah Pa~a began to change. Esad 

Efendi felt that Sadullah Pa~a had a problem which he wanted to share with him; 

Sadullah Pa~a wanted Esad Efendi to look for an apartment flat in Vienna. The 

curiosity of Esad Efendi increased because of this demand and the change in the 

Pa~a's behaviour. 

In the end, Sadullah Pa~a shared his secret with Esad Efendi. Sadullah P~a 

had a relation with Anna Schumann and she became pregnant with his baby. After 

becoming a confidant of Sadullah Pa$a, Esad Efendi and Sadullah Pa$a started to 

think how they could get rid of this nuissance since Sadullah Pa~a did not want his 

affair and the whole events to be publicized. 

According to the statement of Esad Efendi, they tried to find many ways to 

prevent the arbir from being publicized. First, Sadullah Pa~a sent Esad Efendi to 

Doctor Lipicki who was the lawyer of the embassy to investigate the judicial 
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procedures. But the case was kept secret; Doctor Lipicki did not know that Esad 

Efendi asked these questions for Sadullah Pa~a. The important point was that Anna 

Schumann was 24 years old, and at that time she would not be considered as an adult 

until she was 25. Since this would cause a pt"Oblem, Lipicki suggested that they 

should wait until she became 25. Her 25th birthday was in eight months' time. After 

eight months, she would be an adult so both parties could go to the court and sign an 

agreement. According to this agreement, the father would pay alimony for the child, 

a total amount adequate for twenty years or paying the same on a monthly basis. The 

court would also appoint a guardian and the child would take the mime of his father. 

The problem would be solved this way. Another alternative would be to find a man 

whom her family would not reject, Anna Schumann would marry him, and the child 

would take his name in return for money. 

However, Sadullah Pa~a was reluctant for the first alternative and he did not 

want to wait for eight months under this pressure. For this reason, he started looking 

for a person to marry Anna Schumann . 

. Esad Bey continues his statement by telling the efforts of finding this person. 

Firstly, he suggested some servants to her, but Anna Schumann rejected. Sadullah 

Pa~a asked her to find a person to marry herself, but she rejected again because she 

did not want to think of it; the child would be born in a short while. 

Sadullah Pa~a thought that his son, Nusret Bey could marry her, and then he 

could send her to Istanbul. But Esad Efendi mentioned the possible problems, and 

suggested to send her to his sister to Edirne. But Sadullah Pa~a refused this 

suggestion since there was nobody in Edirne who can speak German and it Anna 

Schumann would not like it. Sadullah Pa$a suggested that she should go to Istanbul 

but this suggestion was refused by her. 
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Sadullah Pa~a also had the idea to marry her secretly. Esad Efendi objected to 

this possibility because she was not an adult yet. They would need the permission of 

her parents and it meant the publicization of the situation. What is more, Sadullah 

Pa!?a was already married and the laws of Austria would not allow a second marriage. 

Anna Schumann would not accept such an offer either. 

Another candidate was Peter, the translator of the embassy. Esad Efendi 

objected to this idea as well since he believed Mosyo Peter would not accept this 

offer. 

At this point, Sadullah P~a received a telegraph from Istanbul. According to 

this telegraph, Sadullah Pa!?a's wife was ill. This news disappointed him very much 

and he sent a telegraph to Istanbul for permission to go there. He regretted sending 

the telegraph, because he feared that the events would be publicized when he went 

back to Istanbul. Anyway, his request for permission to go back to Istanbul was 

again rejected. A final offer was done by Esad Efendi himself: He offered Sadullah 

Pa!?a to go to the court and accept the child a<; his child. Sadullah Pa!?a rejected this 

offer as well. 

The statement continues with the leaving of Anna Schumann from Vienna to 

Graz. She wanted to leave because she was afraid that her family would find out 

about the situation. For this reason, she planned to live in Graz until she gave birth. 

Sadullah Pa~a was against this idea but he could not persuade her to stay in Vienna. 

She left Vienna and Sadullah Pa~a gave her address to Esad Efendi. He asked Esad 

Efendi to codify, and remember this address. The correspondence between Anna 

Schumann and Sadullah Pa~a would be by means of Esad Efendi. The letters of Anna 

Schumann would come to Esad Efendi's address.
26 

26 BOA, Y.EE., 45/26 
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The statement ended here and there was no information about the day 

SadUllah Pa~a committed suicide because Esad EfeIidi Was ill and Was not in the 

embassy that day. As a result, we do not have details which we see in the statement 

ofNasri Efendi about the suicide. 

It can be said that these three statements and medical examination report of 

the group of doctors forms the core of the forensic investigation of the binational 

investigation group. Nasri Bey's detailed descriptions of the crime scene and the 

events of suicide day, combined with the aid of medical examination, helped to find 

out the physical details of the suicide. Anna Schumann's and especially Esad Bey's 

statement shed light on the reasons for suicide since Esad Efendi was the secret 

keeper of Sadullah Pa~a and knew many private information about Sadullah Pa~a. 

The statement of Esad Efendi emphasized that Sadullah Pa$a felt helpless and he was 

being 'crushed' under pressure. Sadullah Pa~a was desperate about the situation and 

had suicidal tendencies. We can see it clearly in the following conversations of Esad 

Efendi and Sadullah Pa~a as follows: 27 

'Oh mine! What have I done? I have signed my death warrant with my own hand. 
What if a permission is grantedfor my going to Istanbul and things became public when I am 
there? How can I have theface to appear to my padi:;ah, family, andfriends? How are they 
going to see me? Shall I still have any prestige or honor? lfsuch is the case, death is better 
forme' 

'Esad Bey, I cannot stand anymore. I will be very sick or I will go mad. If sllch a 
thing takes place, my sons have no one here but you, please protect their interest ... 1 have lost 
my freedom of action and became the plaything of this low girl. It is impossible for me to 
bear' 

3.1.2. A German Suicide in Istanbul 

Another case that studied very carefully was the case Gustav Wilhelm who 

was not a citizen of the Ottoman Empire. This ease should be studied very carefully 

in order to understand the investigation process and techniques. Gustav Wilhelm was 
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a Gennan citizen who worked for the Gennan anny. After he left the anny he went 

to Russia and started to work with a trader. He stole some money from the merchant 

and ran away to Istanbul. He stayed in a hotel in Beyoglu, he gambled and lost all his 

money. He left the hotel and three days after he left his hotel, he was found dead at 

Baltalimam. 

A careful investigation process was carried out by the police forces. He was 

shot in his forehead. The bullet was taken out and investigated. According to the 

experts, the bullet was 'European type' and these kinds of bullets were not found in 

Ottoman land. The investigation group did not find any guns on the crime scene. On 

the night when the incident occurred, it was raining in Istanbul; however, the 

investigators did not found any mud on the deceased person's boots. The 

investigators found some new footprints which could be followed deep into the 

Halim Pa~a forest. Gustav Wilhelm's wallet and a gold ring were with the body; they 

were not taken away. It was a sign that it was not a nonnal robbery case. At the end 

of the investigation, the belongings of Gustav Wilhelm were handed over to the 

German consulate in Istanbul. We see that police forces thought of every possibility 

and considered all of the evidence such as mud on his boots, type of bullet very 

carefull y. 28 

It was agam an international investigation process. The Ottoman state 

requested Germany to get Gustav Wilhelm's father statement. The statement was 

sent to Istanbul by means of the consulate of Istanbul. In this statement, his father 

gives some information about Gustav Wilhelm such as the birth date and place, and 

his career. What is more Gustav Wilhelm's father claimed that he was sure that his 

son committed suicide because he wrote a letter to his father from Russia. In his 

28 BOA, Y.PRK.AZN, 2-137-1, Reports about Crime Scene, 13 Saban 1302/28.5.1885 
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letter Gustav Wilhem explained that he had stolen money and that he planned to 

commit suicide. However, the father did not give this letter to the authorities in order 

to prove his claim. He also added to his statement that he did not want the remnants 

of his son; the only thing he demanded from Ottoman authorities was a document 

indicating that his son was dead.28 

It is very interesting that the German side was so reluctant to investigate the 

evidence related to this case. They insisted on the explanation that it was a simply 

suicide case. The consulate sent a letter to Ottomans thanking them for their effort in 

investigating the case. What is also interesting is that Ottomans did not want to end 

the investigation.29 As we stated above, the investigation group examined all of the 

evidence very carefully but for the Beyoglu Court the evidence and investigation 

process were not adequate for solving this case. There were some questions and 

suspicions about the case. The Beyoglu Court, after summarizing the event and 

evidence, asked some questions that should be further investigated. These questions 

were as follows: 30 

The crime scene investigation has not been done carefully, the documents 

found in his wallet have not been taken into consideration in the investigation 

process. The police forces did not examine his clothes to see whether they were torn 

or not. Moreover, asking for the deposition of the Russian trader who worked with 

Gustav Wilhelm and lost his money, as well as the deposition of a friend whom he 

met on the ship when they came to Istanbul and stayed in the hotel. Another 

important point was about the investigation of the identity of H1risto Pa$a whom 

Gustav Wilhelm claimed to have known. Has he gambled in Concordia casino? Was 

28 BOA, Y.PRK.AZN, 2/137-5, Statements from Gelwany, 23 Kanunuevvel1884 . 
29 BOA, Y.PRK.AZN, 2/137-4, Report for Investigation, 26 Kanunuevvel I3?O(Ruml)17 Ocak 1885 
J() BOA, Y.PRK.AZN, 2/137-2, Questior.s of the Court, 14 MaYls 1301(Ruml)/26.S.1885 
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there any suicide note? Were there any conOids between Gustav Wilhelm and his 

father? 

It was still a dubious case for Ottomans. In· another document, officers 

mentioned difTerent questions. According to them, there was not any strong evidence 

to support the possibility of suicide apart from the statement of Gustav Wilhelm's 

father. If we read between the lines, it can be said that Ottomans did not believe that 

this person was indeed Gustav Wilhem's father and he was mentioned as 'the person 

who is said to be his father' (babasl denilen $ahsm ifadesine ... ). It was emphasized 

that although the father had certainly a photograph of his son, he did not send it to 

Istanbul to be sure that the deceased was indeed his son. What is more, the Ottomans 

authorities felt it was illogical for the Russian trader to give his money to a German 

whom he did not known very well.3l 

According to them, all of the clues showed that it was not a suicide though 

German authorities and his father claimed that it was a suicide. At the end of this 

document we see that despite German authorities' acceptance of the case as a simple 

suicide case, Ottomans were detertnined to continue the investigation process and 

reach thetruth whether it was a suicide or murder. 

3.1.3. A Dubious Suicide of a Civilian in the Military Area: The Trabzon Case 

There was a series of cOlTespondence between the center and the governor 

general (vali) of Trabzon about the investigation of another suicide case. In this case, 

a non-Muslim Ottoman citizen committed suicide by throwing himself off a yard. 

The place of the suicide was a military area and according to the investigation, he 

had stayed in the area for more than a month. The vall of Trabzon had some 

31 BOA, Y.PRK.AZN 21137-4, Report for Investigation, 26 Kanunuevvel 1300(Rumi)/7 Ocak 1885 
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suspicion about the case and he wondered about the reason for the staying of a civil 

person in a military place. When we read between the lines, he thought that it might 

not be a simple suicide case but a murder. Since the place of suicide was not within 

his jurisdiction, he tried to get attention of Istanbul to this point. However, some 

other person had committed suicide in the same place earlier; for this reason it might 

have been a simple suicide but the mayor still wanted the case to be investigated 

carefully.32 

3.1.4. Case of a Housewife: Suicide of Hatice 

Another suicide case reported from Kasamonu in 1269/1853 is the suicide of 

a housewife called Hatice. According to the document, she had mental problems and 

committed suicide by lising her hlisband's gun when she was alone at home. The 

case seems to be so simple but according to the file, the court interferes with the 

case. Her husband's, rather's, neighbors' testimonies were taken by the court to be 

sure that it was suicide. Most probably, there were some suspicions about the case, 

and someone applied to the court and demanded the court to investigate the case in a 

detailed way. Yet, we do not have any reference to such an application in the 

documents. But we have other cases resembling this case on which no court 

investigation had been carried out. In such cases, officers report the event as for 

instance '" ... he or she committed suicide because of mental disorder". In this case on 

the other hand, there could be another ingredient that was not mentioned in the 

docllments. Because of mental disorder, she might have been killed by her husband 

32 BOA, DH.EMN.EMN. 44/3, Report ofvali ofTrabzon, 2 safer 1332/30.12.1913 
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or she could have been killed for another reason. The court asked all of the actors' 

statements and all of the witnesses gave testimony that it was a suicide.33 

As seen in these cases, if there are any dubious points about the case, the 

case was transferred to the court and the court inspected the evidence and statements 

related to the case. As in Hatice's case, the court could also ask for statements of 

witnesses once more to reach the truth. 

3.2. Suicides, Plain and Simple 

The investigators were responsible to find the anSWer of this question by 

examining the evidence and referring to the testimonies of the witnesses and of any 

person related to the case. Generally, the documents do not give us details of the 

investigation. The process was summarized, and the result was stated. The structures 

of the reports are almost always the same. The identity information of the person 

who attempted or committed suicide, the place, the date, the reason for the suicide 

(or the suicide attempt) and the method that was used in committing suicide are 

mentioned. The reports end with the statement that the criminal and forensic 

investigation were done and as a result of this investigation, it was clear that the case 

was suicide. We do not see any detailed information about the process in this kind of 

cases. 

4. The Question of Accomplices: 'Influence and Interference of 

Others' (Sun' ve Medhal) 

Another important point in the investigation process was whether there was 

any person, other than the one who committed or attempted suicide, involved in the 

33 BOA, A.MKT.MVL 65/95, Statement; in the Court, 7 :)cvval 1269/14.7.1853 
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suicide process; that is whether the one committing suicide had an accomplice. The 

lack of such a second person involved in the suicide process was depicted as the 

'there is no influence or interference of others' (kimsenin sun' ve medhali olmamasl). 

It was used especially when the committee decided that the case was not a murder, 

but a simple suicide. The action was planned and carried out by the person who had 

committed suicide. The term was used in the reports to prevent any accusation of the 

people, in other words this expression was 'clearing other people of responsibility' of 

the suicide case. 

However, there is a nuance about what 'sun' and medhal' is and what it is 

not. By looking at the repOlis, we may have some deductions what is considered as 

'involvement in the (crime of) suicide' and thus punishable. 

One of the documents on suicide cases helps us to see the distinction. 

According to one document reported by the regiment of Army of Rumelia placed in 

Crete, there was a dispute between a soldier, Hasan and a ciVilian, Mehmet Efendi, 

who was known as a cinci (a soothsayer who invokes jinl1) because of an amulet. 

Hasan wanted an amulet from Meluned Elendi but the amulet in question did not 

'work' according to Hasan. For this reason Hasan wanted his money back. They 

started arguing and then to fighting. Other people intervened and stopped the fight. 

After a while, Hasan threw himself to the sea, but he was rescued. Later on, he cut 

his throat with a razor in the public bath he went. The commander and local 

authorities were indecisive; they were not sure whether Mehmet Efendi, who was 

cinci, might somehow have caused the soldier to kill himself, and whether he should 

be punished or not. In the document citing this event, we sec Istanbul's comments as 

well. The main issue in the comments revolves around the innocence or guiltiness of 

the cinci who might have "possessed" the mind of Hasan leading him to commit 
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suicide and whether he should be punished or not. The comment of the center is as 

follows: 

~ . " 'According to the report of local military committee (meclis-i askeri), Mehmed 
~vel1dl IS a :"orcerer an~ the .~oldier .mentioned might have committed suicide because (?f his magical 
Influenc~. U1ere are artIcles ~n sh.arra and the penal code about poisoning or murdering someone but 
the sharra does 110t concern Ilselj with magic and no penalties are stated for sllch crimes in the penal 
code. Moreover, even if there was such an influence, hecause of the impossibility oj proving it, 
Mehmed Efendi cannot be punished. ,34 

The authorities in Istanbul also wanted the commander to investigate the 

reason why the soldier took this amulet. Was it because of illet-i ciinun or kara sevda 

(melancholia or hopeless love)? 

There is another document reported by the i'ali of Ankara in 133111913. The 

report is about a case related to the suicide of a man, named Corporal Ali in Sungurlu 

bound to C;::orum. He lirst strangled his wife after a dispute and then committed 

suicide by drinking poison (arsenic or ~'lr;an olu as Ottomans call it) is cited. In this 

case, the investigation focuses on the point that although the sale of this poison was 

forbidden, the man was able to get hold of it. The document ends with the necessity 

of punishment of the seller of the poison, HUseyin C;::avu~. The seller was not directly 

involved in the suicide but he was regarded as helping the person to commit suicide 

by providing him the poison.35 

The second element in the documents was 'whether legal action was 

necessary or not' (bU·.yey ge;'ekip getekmeyecegi) that is whether some action must be 

carried out or not. In some cases, a person was the main reason for the suicide. A 

conflict might cause a person to commit suicide. In this kind of cases, the authorities 

tried to decide whether the person who was in conflict with the one who has 

committed suicide is guilty or not. 

34 BOA, A.MKT.UM. 533/89, Footnote of the document sent to local authorities, 18 Receb 

1278/20.1.1862 
35 BOA, DH.EUM.EMN. 26/14, Report ofa suicide frOTh Ankara, 20 Cemaziyelaliil' 1331/27.5.1913 
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In the light of these infonnation, we can state that the term sun' ve medhali 

olmak should be regarded as "providing any material or help to a person who plans to 

commit suicide". If it is clear that someone helped in a tangible way, he or she would 

be pUhished accoJ'ding to penal law since they arc considered to share the guilt by 

helping the person who plans to commit suicide. 
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CHAPTER 2 
LOOKING FOR A 'REASON' AND 'METHOD' 

Here in this chapter, I wi1\ be looking on the reasons of suicide on the basis of 

available Ottoman documents. Suicide is a multidimensional phenomenon. There are 

biological or genetical, psychological, sociological, cultural and philosophical 

aspects affecting the event. It is inevitable that the reasons of this multidimensional 

event should be various. People from different disciplines try to tind the reasons of 

this phenomenon in different places. If we classify the ideas, there are mainly two 

different groups in explaining the reasons for suicide. First group looks for the 

reasons for the suicide which are external to the individual. As Arkun pointed out, 

some people like Montesquieu and Mills regarded suicide as a kind of 'climatic 

illness'; they believed there is a connection between suicide and immediate changes 

in barometric pressure. However, Massaryk tries to form a connection between 

suicide and civilization. As the process of becoming civilized is in progress, the 

suicide rates will increase. Arkun also stated, Sorokin, Zimmerman and Merril 

claimed there was a connection between 'social organization disorder' and suicide. 

According to them, the suicide rates were higher in urban areas than the rates in rural 

areas. That the social and emotional ties' being stronger in rural areas than those in 

urbai1 areas is considered to be the reason for relatively low suicide rates in the a1'eas 

in question.3
! 

Emile Durkheim can be regarded as one of the most important people who 

look for the reason of suicide in outside of the individual himself. In his work 'Le 

Suicide' Durkheim saw suicide as a social phenomenon. He considered its reasons 

could be explained in terms of strength of relationship between individual and the 
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society he or she lived in. Hc defined the four catcgories of suicide. One is egoistic 

suicide which occurs when the relationship between the individual and society is too 

weak. In the altruistic suicide, the cOlll1ection between the individual and society is 

so sU'ong, and becau$t: of this strong relationship, the individual extinguishes himself 

for the sake of community. The anomie suicide occurs when there is a rapid -positive 

or negative- change in satisfaction of the individual by the society. Finally, the fourth 

type of suicide is fatalistic suicide which occurs when the individual completely 

subjects himself to rigid control and discipline.32 

Besides the social or climatic explanations of reasons for suicide, some 

people try to find the reason for suicide in the individual himself. As Arkun stated, 

doctors, like Bartel and Paltauf explained suicide as "a result of an anatomical, 

pathological defect". They claim excessive growth of brain, and organic 

abnormalities were observed in the people who committed suicide. They suggested 

the organic changes mentioned might be the cause of their suicide. Psychiatrists like 

Esquirol, see suicide as a pathological event. The person commits suicide in a 

delirium. Such a state of mind shows the symptoms like that afmental illnesses.33 

As quoted in Arkun, Freud also emphasized the term 'anxiety' to understand 

the reason for suicide. Anxiety is "fear of danger", an internal conflict when facing 

danger. The danger can be from outside, and the person could defense himself, or 

escape from danger. However, if there is no possibility for defense or escape from 

danger, which lead to the individual's death or to torture etc., he can choose to 

31 Arkun, Nezahat, intiharm Psikodinamikleri, ist.Onv.Ed.Fak.Yay., Istanbul, 1978, pp.134-141 
32 Rcttcrst01, Nils, Suicide in a cultural history perspective, Norwegian journal Suicidologi 1998, 

pp.12-f 3 

33 i\rkun, Nczahat, intihann Psikodinamiklcri, isLOnv.Ed.foak.Yay., Istanbul, 1978, pp.134-141 
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commit suicide in order to escape this unendurable physical pain. The main motive 

for such a suicide is again to defcnsed oneself. 

Moreover, the conflict among three different "psyches" of a person can be the 

reason for suicide. Id is the bottom part of psyche. The instincts of libido, defense 

and aggression are in this part. Ego is the most important part of psyche. The 

individual contacts with the world via this part of psyche. As the person grows, 

another part emerges: Superego which controls the Ego. Superego is, to some extent, 

the representative of the ideal social values. In a healthy person, these three psyches 

live together in peace. However, a conflict between these parts may cause trouble. If 

the desires of the Id, which are in conflict with Superego's values, cannot be 

satisfied, it may lead to suicide. Such kind of a suicide can be regarded as a result of 

'not being able to satisfy desires', or 'self-punishment of the individual' by his 

Superego.34 

Although there conflicting views on the nature of the suicide reasons, i.e. 

whether they are external to the individual or not, it might be more plausible to adopt 

a view which combines and forms a synthesis of the two opposing views. Even when 

one claims the reasons of suicide is psychological (internal) and that the common 

stimulus in suicide is to abolish the unendurable pain, it is impossible to disregard the 

fact that most of the time the reason for this psychological state is due to external 

factors, such as interpersonal relations, work or economic reasons. 

From Ottoman's point of view: 

When we try to track the effects of this debate on the Ottoman world, we find 

out that debates similar to those going on the Western world was going on. There 

were the representatives of both groups in Ottoman world as well. There was a 

34 Arkun, Nezahat, intiharll1 Psikodinamikleri, ist.Onv.Ed.Fak. Yay., Istanbul, 1978, pp.143-147 
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debate in the magazine Naya!, as to whether thc reason for suicide was social or 

psychological. The magazine published an article titled 'Why suicides are 

increasing?' (intiharlar Neden C;oga/zyor?), written by'Necmeddin Sadlk Bey who 

was a teacher of sociology. As the title indicates, the topic of the article was the 

increase in suicide rates. In his article he mainly criticized the supporters of the 

'internal reason' view especially doctors who look for the reason for suicide in 

'temporary insanity' (cinnet-i muvakkat). He said the doctors claimed most of the 

people who committed suicide were mentally ill. However, ~-Jecmeddin Sadlk Bey 

thought that if we investigated the mental condition of the individuals who 

committed suicide, we would see that nearly none of them really had mental 

problems. He believed rather than naively considering people who commit suicide 

'mentally ill', the reason for suicide, an action that is completely against the strongest 

of all instincts -that is 'remaining alive'- was worth investigating. According to him, 

the stable suicide rates of each nation were an evidence indicating that suicide was 

not the result of individual action.35 His claims tell us that Necmeddin Sadlk Bey was 

influenced by Durkheim's book 'Le Suicide' since what he proposed was very 

similar to Durkheim's ideas. Another alternative is that he had read Max Bonnafaus 

who was a 'member' of the Durkheimian school which has been mentioned above. 

The counter argument comes from Doctor Fahreddin Kerim who was 

professor of psychiatry at Istanbul University. Writing an article with the title 

'intiharlar Kar~<;zsll1da Ruhiyatc;z' [Psychologist Facing Suicides] in the same 

magazine, Hayat, Fahreddin Kerim answered the generalizing claims of Necmeddin 

Sadtk Efendi. Fahreddin Kerim severely criticized the view that doctors always see 

'temporary insanity' (cintzel-i mU\Jakkat). He also criticizes similar claims of Max 

35 Hayal, Sayl 14, p.261, 7 Mart \927 
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Bonnafaus' that were published in the same magazine. Bonnafaus argued that 'the 

individuals who committed suicide were seen as insane, mentally ill, and that he 

could prove that there was no connection between insanity and suicide'. Fahreddin 

Kerim considered this claims 'unscientific'. He als; criticizes Bonnafaus because of 

his Durkheimian perception of suicide which claimed there was no connection 

between mental condition of the individual and suicide, and suicide could only be 

explained by social reasons. 

In his article, Fahreddin Kerlm divides suicide into three types. Fitst type is 

seen in the people mentally ill, and insane. Second type of suicide is seen in the 

people who can be called as 'unbalanced' (mllvazenesiz) and psycho. This kind of 

people might commit suicide because of internal or external reasons. Third type is 

seen in mentally normal people but they might commit suicide because of sudden 

changes in their moods. They were called 'cyc1omitique' and this sudden change 

might be because of'moral, religious or social. 

By giving examples from different studies, Fahreddin Kerim emphasized the 

relationship between genetic heritage and insanity, as well. Moreover he criticized 

sociologists because they ignored the interviews of the individuals who attempted 

suicide, and they only used statistical data.36 

In this section we will try to understand the main reasons of suicide in 

Ottoman society, which was composed very different ethnic, cultural, and religious 

backgrounds by using official suicide reports and suicide notes left by the individuals 

who committed suicide'to get a clearer picture about the main motives of suicide. We 

will try to see where these reasons fit in the debate mentioned above as well. 

36 Hayat, SaYI 25, p.466-467 
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1. Reasons in the Ottoman Case 

1.1. A Universal Reason: Melancholy or 'illet-i Kara Sevda' 

We can claim that love, or rather separatiQn from a lover or missing the 

beloved, is one of the oldest reasons for the suicidal act in history. This reason has 

been effective in suicides in Ottoman society as well. When we look at the archival 

documents and reports of suicides, we see that one of the main reasons for which the 

people committed suicide is represented as love. 

It should be emphasized that when these events were reported, officials use 

the term 'the disease of black love (illet-i kara sevda). We can claim that the state 

officials, thus the state see this reason as a "psychological problem" since as stated 

above, this reason overcomes the main instinct of the human beings which is to keep 

himself or herself alive. Love or passion makes the individual unable to think in a 

clear way and consequently he or she de~ides to commit suicide to escape emotional 

pressure and a desperate situation. 

There has been supporters of this view Western world. Robert Burton claims 

that melancholy is the result of an excess of black bile in the body. It is a physical 

malady affecting the mind and frequently leads to a suicide.37 

According to official documents, this 'illness' was common in Ottoman 

society. Many documents explain the main reason for suicide cases with 'black 

love"(kara sevda)', melancholy. People attempted or committed suicide to ease their 

pain which is the result of melancholy. 

Judging from the reports, we can say that this reason was the most common 

reason for suicide in Ottoman society. People from every segment of society and 

37 Burton Robert 'Prognostics of Melancholy', The Anatomy of Melancholy, Vo!.l, ed. A.R. Shilleto 
(London: 1896), ~.435, cited in Noon, Georgia, On Suicide, Journal of the History of Ideas, Vo1.39, 
Issue 3 (Jul-Sep., 1978) 
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from different religious and cultural backgrounds chose to commit suicide to stop 

this pain. According to one document written to the commander of Crete in 

131311897, a captain, Rlza Efendi, who fell in love with a girl and ran away with her 

to marry. However, the girl's family did not let th~m marry and the captain was 

warned by the state authorities. For this reason he attempted suicide, but he was 

rescued. The center wrote this document to the commander of Crete and asked him to 

convince the family of girl. After the family gave their permission, the commander 

would see to it that the Captain and the girl were married. Moreover, the wedding 

expenses would be paid by the Padi~ah. After the wedding, they should be sent to 

Istanbul and Rlza Efendi would be appointed to a position in Istanbu1.38 It is worth 

emphasizing that the center took the suicide attempt of Rlza Efendi very seriously 

and sincerely wanted to help him by convincing girl's family, and affording the 

wedding expenses by Pa<.li~ah himself. Furthermore, he was appointed to Istanbul. 

This appointment might be because of preventing possible dispute between the girl's 

family and Rlza Efendi. This attitude can be regarded as compassion and tolerance of 

the center against (what is generally considered) a 'cowardly' act. 

In one case reported by 'the Board of Health' (Jurnal-i Szhhiye) in 1277/1861, 

an Armenian servant named Seropyon commited suicide by cutting her throat by a 

piece of glass because of the illness of melancholy (illet-i sevda).39 As another 

example comes from a West Anatolian town KUtahya. A housewife named Ummli 

GiilsGm Hatun committed suicide in 127611860 by hanging herself again because of 

the illness of black love (illet-i kara sevda)40 There is another example of same type 

of suicide. According to the report of mutasarrif of Beyoglu in 131511904 , Leon Pir, 

38 BOA, Y.PRK.B~K, 54/92, Letter from center to Crete, 26. Te~rinievv~1 1313(Rumi)/7.11.l897 
39 BOA, A.MKT.NZD, 351/47, Suicide Report oran Armenian Servant 10 Istanbul, 26 ~evval 

127717.5.1861 
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the son of Russia embassy's translator, attempted suicide by shooting himself under 

his right nipple in the hotel of Greek Madam Kize because of melancholy (saika-yz 

sevda).41 

Melancholy, which is noted to be a reason for suicide, had different variations 

in OUoman cases. The separation from one's lover was one of these reasons. In one 

document reported in 134111922, a woman named Melahat Sadiye was found dead in 

a house in Rami district. The corpse was examined and investigators concluded that 

it was a suicide. There are some important points to emphasize with relation to tIus 

event. If we look at the date of document, we see that the in time that event occurred 

Istanbul was under the occupation of France and Britain. The house that Melahat 

Sadiye was found dead was the home of a French soldier named Rene. Rene was a 

member of French army and he was the lover of Melahat Sadiye. After the 

investigation process, it was clear that she committed suicide because her lover had 

go back to his country. Separation from lover caused her to commit suicide. It is a 

very interesting case because a soldier of occupation forces had a mistress from 

occupied country and this woman committed suicide because of separation from the 

.c:. ld· 42 lorelgn so ler. 

Another variation for melancholy suicides was jealousy. There was an 

interesting document about this kind of suicide. According to one document reported 

by Istanbul Police Directorate in ] 32611910, two people, an inhabitant of Heybeliada 

Harputlu Memo and a carpenter <;engelkoylll Mehmed Ali who were working in the 

construction of Naval School in Heybeliada killed each other. However, after the 

investigation process, officials found out the truth. One of the 'Workers, Harputlu 

Memo, killed <;engelkoylU Meluned Ali. Harputlu Memo was jealous of Mehmed 

40 BOA, A.MKT.UM. 410/51, Suicide Report from Kiltahya, 26 Zilkaade 1276116.6.1860 
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Ali because Mehmed Ali 'was talking to other people'. For this reason lfarputlu 

Memo, killed him, then he committed suicide.43 There was not much of detail 

whether it was a platonic love or a homosexual relationship. However it was clear 

that Harputlu Memo, killed his lover, then committed suicide because of his jealousy. 

Moreover, sometimes, impossible love affairs could be the reason for suicide. 

According to one document in 130511888, Bagdadh Nuri Efendi was a junior student 

at the War Academy. lIe committed suicide by drinking ammonia. According to the 

results of the investigation, the reason for his suicide was the platonic love of him for 

a friend in the academy.44 If we use Freud's terms, his Id, and Superego were in 

conflict. He fell in love, but according to the traditions, the rules of society where he 

lived, such a relationship was a taboo. It was not an acceptable especially in the 

military. This conflict resulted in suicide. If we look at the expressions of the report, 

we see that his action was criticized severely. Firstly, it was mentioned that the love 

between two men is not acceptable in terms of religious and rational point of view, 

and the individual who is involved in this kind of affairs lost his two worlds, namely 

the 'mortal world' (diinya) and the 'hereafter' (ahiret). Secondly, responsibilities of a 

soldier were emphasized. According to report, the main duty of a soldier aiter his 

education is to serve his padi~ah, state, religion and to die for them if necessary. 

However, killing oneself for such an unacceptable (name~rua) reason that does not 

suit a rational and dcvouted soldier might cause him to be doomed in 'both worlds', 

and it would be remembered as a cowardly act. The final part of the report warned 

other students not to use the words 'love and interest' (a~k ve alaka) as the reason of 

41 BOA, Y.PRK.ZB. 33177, Suicide Report ofa Russian, 29 Kanunuevvel 1319(Rumi)/11.1.I904 
42 BOA; DH.EUM.AY$. 63/19, Suicide Report from Gendanne; 11 Muharrem 134114,9.1922 
43 BOA, DH.EUM.THR. 49/2, A Suicide and Murder report from Adalar, 24 Agustos 

I 326(Rumi)/5.9. 19 10 . . 
44 BOA, Y tldlz, Esas Evrakl, 5/1 04, About Suicide of BagdadlI Nun, II Cemazlyelevvel 

1305/24.1.1888 
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this suicide. If they were asked the reason, they would say that the reason of Nuri 

Efendi's suicide was mental illness (illet-i dimagiye) to keep the honor of their 

school.45 

We can safely say that, unlike the other soldier, Rlza Efendi we mentioned 

earlier, the state authorities did not feel pity for him because he had homosexual 

tendencies which was unacceptable 'both rationally and religiously'. It is also 

interesting that state authorities emphasized the responsibilities of a solider in the 

. 
case of Bagdadh Nuri. However in the case of Rlza Efendi, although he had 

attempted suicide for a love affair as well, there was no attribution of his 

responsibilities to padi~ah and state as a devout soldier. We can say that the problem 

arises when the 'love affair' is related to homosexual tendencies which leads to fear 

of loosing discipline in the War Aca~iemy. The state authorities might think that such 

an event would be a bad cxampl~ for thc students of War academy and to prevent 

this possibility, Nuri Efendi was strictly criticized for his action. 

1.2. Poverty and Hardship: Fakrii Zartlret 

Economic difficulties are one of the oldest and most common reasons for 

suicide beside love suicides. We can find this reason in every society. As Preti and 

Miotto pointed out that sociological theories emphasize the role of conditions that 

disturb the rhythms of social life to explain suicidal behaviour: Economic crisis and 

unemployment were two important elements that disturb the rhythm of social life and 

" f" "d 46 therefore was a reason or SUlCI e cases. 

According to Lester, Hammennesh and Soss applied the utility maximization 

principle and concluded that the suicidal tendency varies negatively with income and 

45 ibid 
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directly with age. The greater the income level, the greater the satisfaction derived 

from it and hence the weaker the suicidal tendency.47 

We have a kind of supporting evidence of these theories in Ottoman society 

because we see such kind of economic reasons for suicide mainly among the lower 

classes. Artisans (esnaj) and o11icials (memur) could not resist economic pressure 

and choose to commit suicide. This kind of reason is seen especially among the male 

suicides. It probably was a result of the fact that women were not involved in the 

economic afTairs and the economic area of the life was the men's responsibility. The 

term 'because of hardship and poverty'(saika-Yl fakru zaruret) is used when 

reporting this kind of suicide cases. However, disturbance of mental order is also 

attributed to be the reason of the action and it is claimed that this disorder caused 

suicide. The terms 'going mad' (tecenniin) and influenced (muteessir) were used 

with the reason. 

In one document reported to Council of Cabinet (Meclis-i Vukela) in 

1335/1916-1917 about a suicide of an official. According to the document, Muhsin 

Efendi, an official of Modanya Registry of Population, went mad because of poverty 

and hardship (saika-Yl fakrii zan/ret) and committed suicide by throwing himself to 

sea. And it was asked from the treasury five thousand kuru.}' for the expenditures of 

sending his family to their town. After reading this report, the council of cabinet 

. h' f: '1 48 decided to give thIS amount to IS ami y. 

Moreover we see this kind of suicides among the members of the artisan 

(esnaj) class. In one document sent to Dahiliye Nezareti by vali of Konya in 

·16 Preti Antonio, Miotto Paola, 'Social and Economic Influence on Suicide', Archive of Suicide 

Research: 5,1999, p.I42 . 'd ' C' "d d 
47Lesler, Bijou Yang, 'Learning from Durkheim and Beyond: The Economy and SUIC) e, dlllCI e an 

Lij"e-7'lJreaiening Behaviour, New York, Spring 2001, pp.17-18 
48'801\, MV.217/115, Request for Help, 1335/1916-1917 
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133811920, a coppersmith named SGleyman who was 35 and was frorn Butdur lost , 

his stock in warfare. Feeling hopeless, he committed suicide by hanging himself.49 

In some documents, the term used is 'zaniret' instead of the term 'fakru 

zarurel'. Zunlrel's. first meaning is 'necessity' and its second meaning is poverty.50 

Sometimes state authorities used only this term to show that the reason of suicide is 

economical difficulties. 

In one case reported by the vali of Sivas III 133611920, a woman named 

Dondii committed suicide by hanging herself and the reason of her suicide was stated 

as 'because of poverty' (saika-Yl zaruretle}.51 In another case reported by mutasarrzf 

of Beyoglu in 131111895, a Christian man whose name was not known was found 

dead in $i$li. Aller the investigation process, it was understood that his name was 

Simon and he was from district of Tarabya. He also committed suicide because of 

poverty.52 

Another case was reported by Istanbul Polis MildilrlUgii to Emniyet-i 

Umumiye Miidiiriyeti in 132611910. A person named Bahadin Efendi who was an 

bookbinder attempted suicide in the house of his father-in-law by cutting his throat 

by the cover of tin cigarette box. The reason for his suicide again was reported as 

'because of poverty' .53 

As we see in these examples economical difficulties influence mental status 

of people and as a result of mental instability and disturbance of their psychology, 

they committed suicide. It is a kind of chain effect. 

49 BOA, DH.EUM.A YS. 34/40, Suicide Report from vali of Konya, 16 Cemaziyelevvel 13381 
7.2.1920 
50 Turkish and English Lexicon, ed.by Sir James Redhouse, Istanbul, 1992, p.l~ 10 
51 BOA, DH.EUM.AYS, 31/85, Suicide Report from Sivas, 7 Subat I 336(Ruml)l8.2. 192.0 
52 BOA, Y.PRK.Z[3 15/92, Rcport about a m,ln found dead in Si~li, 12 MaYIs 1311 (Ruml)l24.5.1895 
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1.3. Honor as a Reason for Suicide 

Another universal reason for suicide is honor.' For centuries, many people 

committed suicide for their honor. Moreover, this reason was used in romantic 

literature of the West as well as that of the Tanzimat very frequently. People chose to 

commit suicide because they were in an unacceptable position in the society they 

lived. This unacceptable position can arise because the person himself or his family. 

This unacceptable situations are very affective for the person's position in society so 

that he can be excluded from social life and scorned. The fear oflosing one's status 

or indeed losing it in society damages the person's mental order and he feels shame. 

For this reason suicide can be the only way to escape this unbearable position and 

society. 

Since in Ottoman society such kind of unwritten codes and traditions were 

very important, especially the value given to 'namus', (virtue, uprightness, honor), it 

is not surprising at all to find samples of this kind of suicides. People committed 

suicide because of aspersion or suspicion of being cheated on by one's spouse. 

According to one report of Istanbul Polis Miidiirliigii to Emniyet-i Umumiye 

Miidiii'iyeli, a person i1amed Selanikli Mustafa Mutu$ Efendi [rom the district of 

Ayastefanos attempted suicide by shooting himself from his mouth, but he was 

rescucd. He attempted suicide because he had suspicions about the honor (namus) of 

his wife.54 

In some cases, the reason might not be certain, but "honor" can be named as a 

possibility of suicide. While stating the reason why the officer Kazlm Efendi from 

53BOA, DH.EUM.VRK. 4/18, Report of an Attempted Suicide in Istanbul, 31 Agustos 

1326(Rumi)/I3.9.1910 .. . . 
54 BOA,DH.EUM.THR.6!19, RepOlt of an Attempted SUIcide In Istanbul, 16 Eylill 
1 325(Rumi)!1 9.9. 1909 
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Edime committed suicide, whose suicide has been mentioned in the investigation 

process of suicide cases in previous chapter, the officers reported that there was a 

possibility that he might have committed suicide be'cause of his mother's non-

I . ~s 
C lastlty:' 

Let us glVe another example from the women's side. According to one 

document dated in 127611859, two women named $erife and Hacer in countryside 

were seen as having sexual intercourse with two men named Ahmet and ismail in 

Kastamonu. While investigating the case, officers examined the body of women to 

see if there were any bruises and questioning the men whether they had guns to threat 

the woman in order to understand whether it was rape or voluntary sexual act. They 

did not find any hruise or gun. However one of these women, $erife committed 

suicide by hanging herselC 56 Being taped was considered uhacceptable and shameful 

in society, and $erife chose to commit suicide because she most probably was 

excluded from society and lost her position. To escape this situation she hanged 

herself. After this suicide the investigation about the event took a different tum. This 

case will be studied in a detailed way in the next chapter. 

1.4. Meyusiyet or Depression 

Another common reason for suicide in Ottoman society was meyusiyet. 

Aleyusiyet means depression. When we look at the suicide reports, we see many 

suicide cases the reason of which were reported as 'because of desperation' 

(meYllsiyetten dolaYI). This kind of suicides were seen in every segment of society. 

The actor was sometimes a daughter of a pa~'a, a housewife, a tnemur or an esnaj. 

55 BOA, Y.PRK.B$K 33/31, Suicide Reports of an official from Edime, 18 EylUl 1309(Rumi)/30 

Eyliil 1893 . 
56 BOA, A.MKT.MVL 112/28, A Suicide case from Kastamonu, 8 CemazlyelevveI1276/4.12.1859 
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Not having hopes or expectations from life or loosing his or her hope for future led 

people to suicide. 

The reasons for l11eyusiyef changed from individual to individual. In one case 

reported by district of Adalar in 131411897, Nazlme Hamm who was the daughter of 

izzet Pa~a committed suicide by shooting herself. She left a suicide note in French 

which will be studied in the next chapter in a detailed way. She stated the reason for 

her suicide as 'being bored of living in despair' (l11eylisahe utniit siirl11ekteh zisahini~' 

oldugundan).57 In another case reported from city of Aleppo in 1336/1918 j a woman 

named Neslc migrated from Salonica to Aleppo committed suicide by cutting her 

throat with a razor in the courtyard of Mukaddemiye Mosque because of the sorrow 

of not bringing her parents with her. 58 

These different motives resulted in meyusiyet and the individuals mentioned 

committed suicide. At this point, though its dictionary meaning is 'despair or 

desperation', we can say that the term meyusiyet was used to be the equivalent of the 

modern term 'depression'. Ottoman officials used this term to express the emotional 

condition of people who commit suicide. They lost their hope and expectations from 

life and future. This telID depicts depressive mood of this people which was the 

cause of their suicide. 

However, the term 'depression' is very ambiguous and needs to be studied 

carefully. As Noon pointed out, there are two kinds of depression. One is 

endogenous depression, which is an illness, and reactive depression, which is a 

temporary condition precipitated by bereavement, disappointment, or a disturbing 

event. Reactive depression has an evident cause and is likely to be of relatively short 

57 BOA, Y.PRK.$H. 7/86, Report of Suicide Case in Adalar,26 Zilhicc~ 1314:28.5.1897 
58 BOA, DII.EUM.EMN. 77/8, Suicide Report from Aleppo. 29 CClmlZlyelalm 1336/11.4.1918 
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duration.
59 

It is likely that the suicides because of meyusiyet can be regarded as the 

suicides of reactive depression rather than endogenous depression. However in 

Nazlme's case there was no such visible outside influence on the suicide. In some 

cases, the term meyusiyet was not used to depict~ the reason for suicide. However, 

when we look at the specilic reason of suicide in the report, we see that it was a 

suicide because of the depression or meyusiyet. In one case reported in 133211914, a 

housewife from the town of U~ak committed suicide by strangling herself to a 

doorknob. She committed suicide because she could not get any information about 

her son who went abroad.6o This suicide also can be classified in this section though 

the term meyusiyet was not used in the report. She was disappointed, was depressed 

and as a reaction to the absence of her son she committed suicide. Her depression 

was reactive depression because there was no data about whether she had mental 

illness, or endogenous depression. It was a temporary depression because of a 

concrete, evident cause, which was the absence of her son. 

1.5. Illnesses 

Another reason for suicide in Ottoman society was illnesses. Illnesses as a 

reason for suicide should be studied in two parts. In one part, the person commits 

suicide because of the unendurable physical pain. We mentioned such kind of 

suicides when we talk about the Freud's ideas about the suicide. This kind of suicides 

could be taken as a kind of "self-defense" to escape the physical pain or torture. 

According to one document, a Greek woman named Anastasia from the Western 

Anatolian town of Baltkesir committed suicide in 133111913 by hanging herself 

59 Noon, Georgia. On Suicide, Journal of the HistOlY of Idea,:, Vol..!9, IsslIf! 3 (.Jlll.-,~ep.1978), p. 385 
(,0 BOA, DH.EUM.EMN, 86/11, Suicide Report from the valL of Hudavendlgar, 14 $aba/\ 
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because she wanted her husband to take her to Istanbul for curing her illness; but she 

was refused. For this reason she committed suicide.61 In this case she might have 

choose to commit suicide to escape the physical pain she had. There are another 

alternatives as well. She might have committed suicide because of the sorrow of 

being refused. There might be another explanation for her suicide; she might have 

wanted that her husband should feel remorse because of his refusal to take her to 

Istanbul. It might be a kind of revchgc. 

According to one document reported in 1309/1894, HUsnU Efendi who was 

one of the head scripts of the War Office at Constantinople committed suicide by 

shooting himself, and left a note. In his note, he explained that he had syphilis and 

his illness could not be cured. For this reason, he was depressed and committed 

suicide. In fact, there were two interrelated reasons for his suicide. One was the 

despair since he could not be cured. The second reason, which is evident in his note, 

is shame. He tries to explain, how he was infected with syphilis in a detailed way. 

According to HUsnii Efendi he most probably caught syphilis from the servant of the 

office named Almlet. Because the pitcher and glass of the office were kept by 

Ahmct, HUsnU Efcndi might have caught syphilis from the infected glass atld pitcher. 

To have syphilis had negative connotations, because syphilis was infected especially 

via sexual intercourse. For this reason, such a disease was not considered as a 

'regular, normal' disease in society and people who had syphilis were not welcomed. 

It does not mean that there was a sexual relationship between Hiisnli Efendi and 

Ahmet. They could be infected during other intercourses. Since Hlisnli Efendi knows 

it is a venereal and tries to explain the source of his disease; he blames Ahmed before 

61 BOA, DH.EUM.VRK. 11/68, Suicide Report about a Woman, 1331/1913 
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committing suicide. Suicide is a kind of escape from this unacceptable situation and 

the feeling of shamc.62 

The other part of this kind of reasons, we can mention the mental disorders. 

In some documents~ the main reason for suicide was mental illnesses of the people. 

Certain tenns were used to explain such reasons. The first tenn to describe the 

mental disorder as the reason for suicide was 'psychological disorder' (illet-i 

asabiye). In one document reported to Dahiliye Nezareti in 132711909, a Greek 

woman named Kiksiboni committed suicide by throwing herself into a water well 

that is inside of her home because of the 'intensity of mental illness she had' .63 

In some cases, the reason for suicide was explained a sudden mental disorder 

as such (bagtaten, bir kac; giinden beri aklma tari alan hifJet or ~uuruna halel-i tari 

oldzigllridcln) According to one document reported by the embassy of Berlin in 1895, 

an official named Asaf Bey who was the Ottoman embassy of Berlin, committed 

suicide because of 'sudden mental disorder' (bagtaten aklma tari alan hiffet 

saikaslyle) and embassy asked money from treasury to send his family to Istanbu1.64 

There is another case reported in 129811883 which mentions the reason of 

suicide as 'sudden mental disorder'. According to the report, an Italian doctor named 

Doctor Karlonyan living in Istanbul committed suicide by shooting himself. After the 

investigation proccss made by local authorities and consulate of Italy, it was 

understood that he committed suicide because of a 'mental disorder' (~'uurw1a 

halel-i tari oldufjul1un).65 In this kind of cases, the reason was directly related to 

mental disorder of the individual. 

62 BOA, Y.PRK.ZB. 121101, Suicide Report and Suicide note ofHUsnU Efendi, 15 Subat 

1309(RUitJi)/27.2.1894 .. 
63 BOA, DH.EUM.THR. 19/9, Suicide Report from I~tanbul, 13 Zdlllcce, 1327/26.1::.1909 
64 BOA, Y.PRK.ESA. 22/35, Suicide Report and asktng money from th~ Center, 3 ~gustos 1895 
65 BOA, Y.PRK.B~K. 7/42, Suicide Report of an italian, 12 KanunusaOl 1298(Rurm)/24.1.1883 
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Tn one document reported by Oskiidar Polis Mildiirliigil to Emniyet-i 

Umumiye Madiiriyeti in 132511907, the daughter of a soldier attempted suicide by 

throwing herself to a well, but she was rescued. Officials asked her testimony to 

understand the reason for her attempt. According to her testimony, there was not any 

outside effect or reason for her attempt. She attempted suicide because of 'feeling 

sudden boredom and anger' (hissettigi if; slkmtlsl ve hiddet). She also added that 

there was not any interference of other's in her attempt.66 The term 'ir; sikitiliSi lie 

hiddet' needs to be emphasized. It shows clearly that the main reason of her attempt 

was psychological. Manic-depressive character of the girl caused her suicide attempt. 

In some cases, officers preferred to use 'illness' (hastahk) , to express the 

mental disorder of the person who attempted or committed suicide. A person from 

Istanbul attempted suicide by throwing himself from a ship to sea off the coast of 

Sarayburnu, and he was rescued. In his statement, he explained his attempt by 

economical difficulties. He lent some money, but could not take back his money. For 

this reason he attcmpted suicide. However, when the officers applied his relatives' 

statement, they began to see that the reason for his attempt was his 'illness'. After 

that, he was sent to Rum Hastahanesi for treatment.
67 

The term 'illness' referred to 

the mental illness probably because if the illness were physical, his statement would 

have been taken into consideration. Officers did not take into consideration his 

statement or explanation of his attempt. Moreover, the hospital that he was sent gives 

us a clue. The Greek Hospital in question was Bahkh Rum Hastahanesi that was 

specialized in curing especially mental illnesses. All of these data show us that the 

'illness' was a mental illncss in this casco 

66 BOA, DH.EUM.THR. 5/8, Report of an Attempted Suicide in Istanbul, 6 CemaziyeJevveJ 

1325117.6.1907 
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This kind of cases, we do not have any direct attribution to some outside 

effects, reasons as we mentioned above. Ottomans generally see suicide as a kind of 

psychological event. Some outside effects, economical' difficulties, love, despairing, 

affects the mental order of the person and he or she commits suicide. However, in 

these types of suicides, we do not have any outside effect and the only reason for the 

suicides is mental disorder. In other words, mental disorder as an illness was the only 

reason for this kind of suicides. 

1.6. Without Reason: 

State mainly looks for the answers of two questions: Is it really suicide or 

not? If the case is suicide, what is the reason for this action? Parallel to this aim, the 

reports mainly consist of the date of suicide or attempt, the place of action, identity 

of the person, the reason for this suicide or attempt, and finally the method he or she 

used. Even in daily statistics of the Istanbul Police j we see this details cleady.68 

However, in some cases, the reasons for the suicide was neglected. This 'without 

reason' suicide reports are mainly the reports of the military officers especially 

relatively low ranking soldiers, and foreigners. The reports related to the suicides of 

soldiers are written only stating the information related to the event. Generally, in 

this reports, the identification of person who attempted or committed suicide, his 

rank, and the method he used were emphasized. The reports did not mention the 

reasons for this action. It might be the tradition for military, or there was no direct 

access to understand the reasons for suicide. However, we see detailed investigation 

processes and reports to understand the reason(s) for some military officers or 

soldiers. Detailed reports were prepared only if the case was extraordinary (like that 

67 BOA, DI-1. EUM.VRK. 4/25, Repolt of Suicide Attempt from Istanbul, 30 Agustos 1326(Rumi) / 

14.10.1910 
68 BOA, DH.EUM.AY$. 15/62, Daily Suicide Statistics from Istanbul 

67 



of BagdadlI Nuri who committed suicide by drinking ammoniac because of the 

melancholy related to his love for his friend,) or if military officers were not sure 

how they should handle the case (like the suicide of a' soldier, Hasan, because of a 

dispute bctwcen him and a 'Cinci Boca'. In which it was not clear whether Cinci 

Hoca should be punished or not as stated in the previous chapter. Moreover, the 

suicide of the relatively upper rank soldiers were studied very carefully to understand 

the reasons for the suicide like in the case of Ferik Vacid Pa~a which will be 

discussed in a detailed later. 

The foreigner's suicide reports were similar to soldier's suicide reports in 

neglecting the reasons for the suicide or attempt. However, this situation could be 

explained easily. Officers had difficulty in investigating the reason for his or her 

suicide if there was no suicide note or evidence. Because they were foreigners, and 

mostly there was not any person to know them closely who can help officers to 

understand the reason for his or her action. In this kind of suicides, officers only 

specify the identity and method of his or her suicide if they had no direct access to 

him orher by means of a suicide note or friend. 

For instance there is a suicide case reported in 127611859, related to suicide 

of a Dutch captain named Dolbis. According to document, he committed suicide by 

cutting himself with a razor in his ship. His corpse was examined by the office of 

quarantine' (canib-i karantina) and according to report there was no suspect about 

his suicide.69 

At this point, this 'office of quarantine' should be emphasized. In another 

document reported in 1277/1861 about the suicide of Armenian servant named 

Seropyon we mentioned before, we also see this office. After her suicide, this office 

69 BOA, A.MKT.NZD. 295/1, Suicide Report of a Dutch sailor, 12 Rebiyulahir 1276/9.11.1859 
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of quarantine was informed, and her corpse was examined, and they did not see any 

dubious situation in her suicide.70 

Here, we can say that authorities suspected whether they had an epidemic or 

not. Authorities might think that they might hive committed suicide because they 

might have epidemic. The dates of these documents are very close, and we might 

argue that there was an epidemic in that time. To be sure, for the sake of public 

health, this office examined the corpses of the people who committed suicide. 

2. Methods for Dying in the Ottoman Case: 

People used very different methods for suicide or suicide attempts. However, 

we can say that if we ignore the exceptional cases, there are some common, universal 

methods for suicide. The throwing oneself from a high point, hanging, strangling and 

drowning were universal and old methods of suicide that can be seen in every society 

and in every time. 

2.1. Hanging, strangling 

One of the most important factor in choosing a certain method is 

"availability". When a person thinks to commit suicide, the availability of an 

instrument that can be used for suicide can be helpful for him or her. For instance in 

our Ottoman cases, we sec that many housewives committed suicide by hanging or 

strangling themselves. It is easy for them to get a rope to commit suicide. Moreover, 

there might be another explanation for the preference of hanging method. For 

centuries, hanging was one of the most common methods for capital punishment. If 

the person commits suicide wishes to punish herself/himself, he or she might choose 

70 BOA, A.MKT.NZD, 351/47, Suicide Report of an Armenian Servant in Istanbul, 26 ~evval 
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this method to symbolize that he or she punished herselflhimself. Some women 

committed suicide by their husbands' guns. This kind of suicides also can be studied 

in this way because firearms is easy very suitable for'their aims and very easy to 

access. 

2.2. Gun 

Other important factor is familiarity with the suicide instrument. Generally, 

suicidal people prefer to choose familiar suicide instruments. There were many 

examples for this situation. Soldiers prefer to commit suicide by shooting themselves 

because besides their easy access to firearms they are very familiar instruments for 

them. People who had such kind of fatal instruments might choose to use them in 

their suicide whether they were military or not. 

2.3. Drowning in Bosphorus, sea and rivers 

Geographical location of the place where suicidal people live in also can be 

effective in their choice of method. In the places where there was a sea or river, 

generally drowning method was observed. We see that also in the suicides of 

Ottomans. People who attempted or committed suicide in Istanbul or in a place 

where there was a sea or river committed suicide by throwing themselves into sea or 

river. An officer we mentioned before in Edirne committed suicide by throwing 

himself to the river, also many people live in Istanbul attempted or committed 

suicide by throwing themselves to the sea we mentioned before. 

1277/7.5.1861 
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2.4. Throwing oneself from a high point 

One of the most universal suicide methods is throwing oneself from a high 

point. People committed suicide by using this method for centuries. This high point 

can be a precipice or a building, or a bridge. We have found only one case in our 

study to be example for this kind of suicides. According to correspondence between 

the center and the vali of Trabzon in 132911913, a non-Muslim named Yasef oglu 

Todori committed suicide by throwing himself from a precipice in a military area, in 

Trabzon according to the reports.71 However, as we mentioned before in the section 

of dubious suicides in previous chapter, it was a dubious case. Certainly there were 

examples for this kind of methods in Ottoman society, but we do not have a chance 

to access any report to be example for this case. 

2.5. Throwing oneself into a water well: An Ottoman invention 

In fact, this method can be mentioned under the title of throwing oneself from 

a high point. However, we would like to mention this method as a separate entry, 

because this method can be regarded as an original method of Ottoman case. It is 

interesting that a pit was an instrument for some people to attempt or commit suicide. 

There were many wells to get water, even inside houses and suicidal people 

sometimes attempted or committed suicide by throwing themselves into such wells. 

In the documents there are samples of this kind of suicides: The daughter of a 

military official, or the housewife, two women who had mental problems, committed 

suicide using this method as mentioned before. 

Here we can give another example that we did not mention before. According 

to the report written to vali of Yanya, a Jew named <;aker Yasef who was under 

71 BOA, DH.EMN.EMN. 44/3, Report ofvali of Trabzon, 2 safer 1332/30.12.l913 
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arrest committed suicide by throwing himself into water well in the courtyard of 

courthouse. The report mentions that there was no interference of others in his 

suicide that and his corpse was examined. Since there were no bruises or wound in 

his body, it was considered to be an 'ordinary' suicide.72 In fact this suicide can be 

studied under dubious suicide cases. Because there was a black hole in the sense that 

it is not very easy for a person who was under arrest to find a chance and to throw 

himself into a well which was in the courtyard of ' the official building. What is 

emphasized in the report was that there was no bruise or wound on <;aker Yasef. It 

shows that local authorities tried to avoid accusation of murder. 

2.6. Cutting oneself 

In Ottoman suicide cases, we also observe that there were many suicides by 

using incisive instruments. People committed suicide by cutting their own throat or 

other parts of their body with knife, razor or glass. 

In fact, this method can really be identified with the term 'intihar' the 

dictionary meaning of which is 'cutting ones own throat'. The term 'zebh etmek' 

which means cutting also were used in the documents to describe the method for 

suicide as mentione before. 

2.7. Poison 

Using the poison for suicide is one of the most widespread methods of 

suicide. This kind of method was very current especially in the literary works of the 

Western literature, and Tanzimat literature, which was under the effect of Western 

literature. We see that this method is also used in Ottoman society. In our documents, 

72 BOA, A. MKT. UM. 480/47, Report about the suicide ofa Jew under Arrest, 23 Zilhicce 

1277/2.7.1861 

72 



we see two cases whose methods were poisoning oneself. Bagdadb Nuri, who was a 

student of military academy, fell in love with his friend, and committed suicide by 

drinking ammonia. Another example was also from, tlie military ranks. Ali Efendi 

who was a soldier, after he killed his wife by strangling, committed suicide by taking 

'Si¢tJji dIU' which was arsenic. In this kind oftnethods, officers especially focused on 

how the suicidal people get this poisons and punished people who provide this 

poisons to suicidal people as we mentioned in the previous chapter. 

2.8. Coal Gas 

With the technological improvements, new suicide methods were introduced. 

Using coal gas was one of these 'new' methods. Especially the in nineteenth century 

in Europe, coal gas which was used in houses was one of the most common method 

for suicides. We do not have any document or report in Ottoman society about such 

kind of methods because of the lack of domestic gas usage in houses generally. 

However, an Ottoman, Sadullah Pa~a who was the ambassador of Ottoman State in 

Vienna chose to commit suicide by using coal gas as we mentioned previously in a 

detailed way before. 
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CHAPTER 3 
PERCEPTION 
SOCIETY 

OF SUICIDE IN OTTOMAN 

Suicide is as old a phenomenon as the history of the mankind. The way it is 

perceived differs from society to society and from culture to culture. In some cultures 

it was and stilI is perceived as an honored behaviour in some cases, in some cultures 

it was and still is seen as an unforgivable sin. 

It is a complex action which can be considered a 'private action' with 'social 

impact'. Beside psychology, many disciplines such as sociology, medicine, and 

theology is involved in this issue. The prevalent attempt of the scholars from these 

fields is directed to understanding the reasons for this action within their own 

framework. 

Although there are many studies carried on about suicide in contemporary 

societies, there is no study on the perception of suicide in Ottoman society. Thus, as 

student of history, 1 felt the need to investigate the perception of suicide in Ottoman 

society_ The focus of my attempt at understanding and depicting the perception of 

Ottoman society will be the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. 

Understanding the perception of a society is a difficult· task. In a way it 

resembles a theatre play; there are two sides of the action. One is the 'actor's side', 

that is the point of view of the person who has committed to suicide. The other is the 

'viewer's side' -or the 'witness' side- who is the person that is the witness of this 

performance and who reports this action and his comments related to the suicide. To 

be able to get the whole picture of the perception of suicide in a society, we have to 

look at the both sides of the story -the actor's and the witness' sides- and to try to 

understand both parties. In the following section, we will focus on the actor's side. 
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3.1. The Dead Man Speaking: Suicide Notes 

The clues that will help us understand the actor'~ side are scarce and limited. 

The most important source is the suicide notes. Suicide notes are our last access to 

the person who has committed suicide. As the American sociologist Edwin 

Shneidman argued: 

"It would seem that suicide notes, written as they are in the very context o/suicidal 
act, often within a few minutes q( the death-producing deed, would offer a special window 
into the thinking and the feeling of the act itself 111 110 other segmel1t ~f human behaviour is 
there such a close relationship of document to deed.,,73 

Those notes are very helpful for us to understand the emotional situation of 

the person who has committed suicide and the reasons that oriented him or her to this 

action. 

In Ottoman archives there are some suicide notes attached to the reports left 

by the person who has committed suicide. If we study those notes carefully, we find 

out that the underlying structure seems very similar ill most of the notes. 

Our first example is the suicide notes of HUseyin Rlza Bey. He wrote many 

letters -that is suicide notes- to various people including the sultan, local authorities, 

his brother, his wife and children. His main letter addressed the Sultan and that is the 

one which explains an event took place before suicide as follows: 

'His Grace, My Powerful Padi$ah, 
When I was in Cairo last year, a prince had died The next day, / was invited by 

Serdan Hiiseyin Garanod Pa$a by means of an Armenian, named Setrak E/endi who was 
under the service ofNubar Pa~a and the officer of water company. The Pa$a said 'You are 
one of the most brilliant young people of Istanbul, and you came here to sell your estate to 
pay your debts. I am sorry for your being obliged to sell your property. If you work here and 
London for us, I can offer you 700 pounds annually in the name of Lord Sal borg ... As SOOI1 as 
he started talking, J realized that there was not any advantage in his offer for my state and 
country. For this reason, 1 said "I came here to solve the problem between HUseyin P~a 
who is the son of ex-hidiv and me about my estate. Because your offer is a kind of betrayal to 
my state and country, I reject your offer with curse and hate." He said, "If you reject our 
offer, We pretend that this conversation neVer took place." I even did not respond, and J left· 
When I returned, though J wanted to mention this conversation, I forebear that you might 

73 Shneidman, Edwin.S, Voices of Death: Letters & Diaries of People Facing Death--Com/ort & 
Guidancefor Us All, p.24 
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think that I mention this conversation with an expectation. However, because I will leave the 
world in five minutes I want to warn you not to trust to British people. Let your sovereignty 
continue Jorever and ever His Graces the Padi~ah has the everlasting right to rule. 74 

In fact this note did not give us any clue for his suicide directly. We can only 

understand that there is a problem about can estate between HUseyin P~a who was 

son of former hidiv and HUseyin Rlza Bey. In his letter to padi~ah, HUseyin Rlza 

only wanted to inform padi~ah about the conversation that took place in Cairo and 

warned him about British plans. 

As stated before, there were some other letters to different people and 

authorities.We can say that the most interesting letter was written to Hilseyin Pa~a 

with whom Hilseyin Rlza Bey had conflict about the estate. Htiseyin Riza Bey 

directly wrote a letter to Hilseyin Pa~a to accuse him to be the reason for his suicide. 

The letter is as follows: 

'To Esteemed Hiiseyin Pa~a , 
You are the only reason why I have betrayed the deposit oj God (vediatul/lah), 

because you diminished the real value oj the estate, ten thousand liras to five thousand liras 
because oj a fictive vaqf problem and we have this disaster, the debts we can never 
pay, because oJyou. I have chosen to give myself over to the sword oJjustice oJGod. Let God 
be my revenger. ,75 

In this letter there are some important points. Firstly he uses the term 

'vediatullah' which is a concept that needs to be emphasized here. It means the 

deposit of God to Human being, the soul, the life.76 By using the phrase 'you are the 

only reason why I have betrayed the vediatualh) (vediatullaha ihanet etmekligime 

sebeb-i milstakil oldunuz), HUseyin Rtza stresses that he knows the soul was given to 

hUttlan beings by God as deposit and he does not have the right to end his life. In 

addition to this, by using the tenn ihanet (betrayal), he stresses the sin that he 

committed by carrying out this action. But by saying 'sebeb-i milstakil oldunuz ... ' 

74 BOA, Y.PRK.AZJ. 15171, Suicide Notes of HUseyin Rlza Bey, Number 1,7 EyIUlI3051l9.8.1889 
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(you have been the sole reason), he accuses the hidiv's son of being the primary 

reason for this sinful action. In other words, he knows that what he did is wrong in 

the religious sense, but he tries to escape the total responsibility of this action. 

Other letters were for his family. In~ his note to his brother, he wants his 

bl'other to pay his small debts. However, in his letter to his wife, we see a sorry man 

and his farewell as follows: 

'My dear virtuous wife $erife Atiye Hamm , 
When YOll receive this letter, know that you are a widow and our child is an orphan. 

It cannot be helped, that is our destiny. Though I am sorry for self-assassination, it was the 
necessity. I could not make you happy in nine years I hope you will be happy after that. 
Farewell forever! 

Kiss the hands of my compassionate mother-in-law for me and kiss the eyes of my 
the light of my life, my Zeyneb. I hope she would not curse me as she grows. 77 

Hilseyin Rlza Bey left the local authorities notes about different subjects as 

well. Hilseyin RIza asks the local authorities to bury his corpse after the medical 

examination, he asks them not to bring the corpse back to home to avoid bad 

situations. More interesting part of this letter is in the addendum part which is as 

follows: 

' ... Because the family which I am the member of serve the state and nation a lot, I 
want the state to issue a decree from the office of censorship to prevent newspapers that look 
for this kind of subjects from handling this event. 711 

Hilseyin Rlza Bey wants the center to use the mechanism of censorship with 

relation to his suicide. He does not want to be publicized in newspapers, because he 

thinks that his family which is well-known and had great services to the state might 

be hurt. It is a kind oftestament of him. 

In another example, the official we mentioned before, Hilsnil Efendi, who 

committed suicide because he had syphilis and could not be cured. He also left a 

suicide note demanding that the reason for his suicide would be kept as a secret. He 
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claimed that he caught syphilis most probably from pitcher and glass of the office 

which were kept by the servant of the office, Ahmed who also had syphilis. For this 

reason Hiisnii Efendi accused him. Moreover, he accused the doctors who treated 

him because they could not diagnose the illness on time, and claimed Hiisnii Efendi's 

illness was a dental one.79 

In Hiisnii Efendi's letter, we also see many religious terms and figures as was 

in Hiiseyin Rlza's. The letter starts with one of the attributes of the God, Gafur which 

is 'all-forgiving' and he emphasizes his wish 'to be forgiven' by God.,80 This 

demand or wish to be forgiven is a result of perceiving suicide as a serious crime 

committed against God (or God's law). We come across the same phenomena in 

Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Although there ate some nuances, all three religions 

generally condemn the suicide and see this action as a crime agaiJ).st God's wilL81 

In the letter of Hiisnii Efendi also contained a very detailed testament at the 

end. The letter ended as follows: 

, Reading this letter, taking care of children, and burying my corpse to Eyiip or 
.. H'r. E~{", d· ,82 Uskildar near to HaCl 01Z ,;en I ... 

Our third example comes from military ranks. According to report sent by 

vi/aye! of Musul in 1322/1904. According to statements, Ferik Vacid Pa~a committed 

suicide since he was disappointed because of his illness. A testament with his 

handwriting was found. This note also can be taken as a suicide note. 

78 ibid, Number 2a 
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There was a copy of his testament in the report. When compared to the other 

examples above, was relatively short. His note is as follows: 

'My padi.yah, 

. For the sake of cruel Mii.yir Abdullah Pa.ya, your poor slave Sadlk Vacid was 
sacrificed I sayfarewell to myfriends, and want Salim Pa.ya to give my all personal things 
and money to my children,lil 

As seen, this note written to padi~ah directly, is very short. He did not 

mention for his illness as we see in the report according to statements. However, he 

accused Abdullah Pa$a of being the reason for his suicide, and wrote a short 

testament about his money. 

In the light of these two notes, we can see that the suicide notes we studied 

contained mainly two parts which were 'accusation of others' as reason for his 

suicide and the 'farewell and testament'. Moreover the religious attitude towards 

suicide plays an important role in the minds of the people who committed suicide. As 

stated above, Islam prohibits and condemns suicide. These people, Huseyin Rlza and 

Husnu Efendi, were well aware of the fact that they were committing a sin and they 

asked to be forgiven by God. Still their awareness of the action being 'forbidden' 

could not prevent or change their end. However, they prefer to explain, legitimize 

their action, to share their responsibility with other people who were the 'reasons' for 

their suicide. 

If we talk about the suicide notes of Ottoman people, it is inevitable that we 

should mention the most famous suicide notes in Ottoman case are the notes and 

letters of Be~ir Fuad. But Be~ir Fuad's case was very different from the former cases. 

He did not write the reason for his suicide. In his suicide notes, we can only find the 

83 BOA, Y.PRK.ASK. 239/81,Suicide Report from Musul, 12 MaYlsl 322(Rumi)/2S.5. 1904 
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testament ingredient of our classification. He wrote letters to officials and gave 

orders to them about his corpse.84 

His suicide note is very original in difTerent ways. He did not behave like our 

other examples. He did not explain the reason of his suicide. He wanted officials not 

to disturb his family by inquiries. We see detailed explanations on his reasons for 

suicide in his letter to Ahmet Midhat Efendi but he did not want to explain these 

reasons to the state. This stem attitude most probably derives from his positivist 

ideas. At that time, there were debates about the nature of the suicide in Europe. 

Some intellectuals liked the thought that suicide was a private act, and trivial at that. 

They attacked the religious prejudices against suicide. 

According to Rousseau 'God did not give us life that we should suffer it an 

eternal quietism, by suicide we do not destroy our existence; but only our body,s5, 

They think that suicide is a free will act, so called mortis atbifrium. When we look at 

his letters, we can see the effects of these ideas on Be~ir Fuad. In his note to the 

authorities, he tries to emphasize that this was his free choice. The reason for his 

aloofness might bc thc reality that hc strongly bclievcd this action was private and he 

does not have to report, explain his action to any authority be it state or God. In this 

way, he rejects the authority of God on himself, and he chooses to free his soul. 

Although he does not wish to explain it to the state or to God, Be~ir Fuad 

freely explains his reasons to his friend Ahmet Midhat Efendi in his letter. The main 

reasons were economic and the fear of becoming a victim of the mental illness which 

his mother has suffered from. It was a kind of madness (tecenniin) phobia. If we 

look at the case from this perspective, we se that he had the same prOblem as 

Hiiseyin Rlza Bey; that is he had a financial problem. However, their notes, and the 

84 Okay M. Orhan, Be~ir Fuad ilk Turk Pozitivist ve Natiiralisti, Hareket yaymlan, Istanbul, pp.77-78 
85 Fedden, Henry Romily, Suicide: A Social and Historical Study, p.207, New York, 1972 
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expressions they used show the difference of their perception of suicide clearly. In 

the cases mentioned above, we can find similarities and differences in the external 

reasons (i.e. economic difficulties) or internal reasons (Le. mental problems) leading 

the suicide. We can even talk about a common goal of 'escaping this world'; still the 

suicide notes left behind tell us that the perception of suicide by Hiiseyin Rlza and 

Hiisnii Efendi is very different from the perception ofBe~ir Fuad. 

3.1.1. An Ottoman Suicide Note in French ... 

Besides religion, the culture that the person was under effect was very 

influential on the suicides of the person. There is an interesting example in the 

archive on the suicide of a daughter of izzet Pa~a. Nazlme Hamm who has 

committed suicide by gun. We have a detailed report about her suicide and medical 

examination. The reason for the suicide was explained as meyusiyet, desperation in 

the report. She left a suicide note explaining the reason of her suicide. She choose to 

end her 'borrowed life' (hayat-l mustear) because she was bored to live a desperate 

life.86 With this expression, she emphasized the mortality of human being. We do not 

have any copy of the suicide note unlike others. The report only mentioned about the 

content of her suicide note. However the interesting point is that her suicide note was 

in French. The person who plans to commit suicide wrote a suicide note in a foreign 

language. It is worth to emphasize because a person who was about to end her life 

did not choose to express herself in her native language. It is a good example of 

Durkeheim's egoistic suicide. We see a strong alienation from her environment and 

society. This weak tie with her family and society, and because she had no 

86 BOA, Y.PRK.~H. 7/86-2, Report of Suicide Case in Adalar,26 Zilhicce 1314/28.5.1897 
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expectation from life oriented her to suicide. The language that she used also might 

mean that her native language cannot express her feelings or thoughts sufficiently. 

Moreover, this might be a good sign of the impact of culture on people's 

mind. At that time, as very well known, especially after the Tanzimat Period, we 

see a strong influence of West on Ottoman empire, especially on the upper classes. 

Many books were translated from French into Turkish. The popular language of the 

time for upper class was French. It was regarded as a key to understand Western 

culture. For this reason upper class tried to learn French to access the Western culture 

directly. Nazlme Hamm might have been under the influence of Western culture, and 

chose to commit suicide, and wrote her lettter in this language. 

If we look at the details of the report, we can easily see that this was a really 

planned suicide. She has also specified her method. She went to Istanbul from 

Bliylikada to get a gtlt1 according to her note. As we stated in the literature of the 

time, we see strong effect of West. There were many translations of novels and 

theatre plays into Turkish, and adaptations of Turkish authors. In those works, 

suicide theme was used heavily. The main characters chose to commit suicide when 

they felt despair. 

3.2. Alternative Perception of suicide: Honor 

Though committing suicide is a sinful act and the indiviual who attempted or 

committed suicide should be punished according to monotheist religions, especially 

in Islam, there was also another dimension of suicide. Sometimes suicide is a kind of 

approval of the person who committed suicide and appreciated indirectly, and this 

action could change the idea of society about the actor. According to one document' 

dated in ] 276/1859, two women from Blacksea region of Anatolia, Kastamonu, 
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named Hacer and $erife went to the countryside and were raped by two men, Ahmed 

and ismail. And there is a witness of this action, miiezzin oglu ismail, who informed 

villagers and an investigation process was started. Officials tried to ascertain whether 

men had guns or not for the possibility of threat, and the bodies of women were 

examined to find out whether there were injuries to understand that the act might be 

done by force. But there was no such evidence neither.87 In this context all the data 

show that most probably there was no raping but voluntary intercourse. 

Blit one of the women, $erife, committed suicide by hanging herself. At this 

point all the case was reversed. Because they believed that if they did it willingly, she 

would not commit suicide, because the people who did this activity willingly do not 

have any honor and they did not choose this way.88 Also the elder people of the 

village testify in favor of the honor of $erife89 and two men were punished according 

to the 198th article of penal law related to raping. 90 

It is very interesting to show the change in the perception of society. Because 

suicide is a sin done to God according to Islam and this misdeed was perceived as an 

honorabie one, and there is no negative connotation about her. Her suicide was taken 

as a kind of approval of her honor. Also the term used 'wasted herself (telef etmek) 

in this case might be used to refer the pity, compassion. 

3.3. Official Perception of Suicide: The State Side 

For a better understanding of perception of suicide in the Ottoman case, there 

are some elements that should be emphasized. If there is perception of suicide by 

87BOA, A.MKT.MVL 112/28, A Suicide case from Kastamonu, 8 CemaziyelevveI1276/4.12.1859 
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individuals, also there should be the perception of suicide by the state. There are 

different dimensions that should be studied separately to understand the official 

perception of suicide in the Ottoman case. 

The first dimension is the legal dimension. By looking at the general official 

documents and especially the footnote of the report that we studied before,91 we can 

clearly understand the perception of suicide in a legal perspective. As for the center, 

the most important point in suicide cases is whether the case is a real suicide or not 

and if it is, whether there is influence or interference of other's (sun' ve medhal). 

The crucial point in the definition of 'interference or influence' is 'being direct', i.e. 

the indirect effects are not considered to be 'punishable'. Although there were 

articles in sharia and penal code related to poisoning or murdering someone, there 

were no articles related to second-hand~ indirect inference. 

As for the suicide cases, interference or influence of others can only be 

indirect way like 'providing any material or help to a person who plans to commit 

suicide' as we saw in the case of Ali Onba~l who committed suicide by drinking 

arsenic .. After the investigation process was completed, it was understood that Ali 

Onba~l has bought this poison from a person and he was punished because he broke 

the law about prohibition of selling such kind of poison. It might be argued that he 

was punished because of the article about the prohibition of selling poison, not 

because of involvement in a suicide case. However as stated before, if the action is 

suicide, the effect on this action only can be indirect as such. It might be thought that 

the state prohibited selling of this kind of poison to avoid problems like murder, and 

of course suicide. In a way, prohibition of poison sale was related to keepii1g the 

internal order and public health. 

91 BOA, A.MKT.UM. 533/89, Footnote of the document sent to local authorities, 18 Receb 
1278/20.1.1862 
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However, if there is some kind of sun' ve medhal it should be proved legally. 

As we saw in the example above, it was clear that Ali Onba~l bought the poison form 

a specific person, and the state took this as sun' ve medhal in the suicide case and 

this person was punished. However in the case of cinci hoca and asker as we 

mentioned before, as the report said there was no direct evidence to show that cinci 

hoca had interference. Even if he hadsome kind of influence using his cinns or 

supernatural powers Oil soldier's suicide, because of the impossibility of proving this 

interference and influence legally, and because of the lack of any articles and stated 

penaltiesboth in sharia and the penal law, he could not be punished. It clearly shows 

that state looked at such kind of cases very rationally and proof based in terms of 

legal perspective. 

Beside the term sun' ve medhal shows that it was a suicide but not murder, it 

might refer to that the state see the suicide as a kind individual choice or problem by 

using this in the official documents and reports. If the case is not murder but a 

suicide, and if there is no proved certain direct influence or interferencc of as stated 

above, state thought that any people cannot be punished because of a suicide of 

other. If a person is in quarrel with or has some problem with someone because of 

different reasons and committed suicide because of this quarrel or problem, the 

individual cannot be hold responsible for this suicide and cannot be punished. When 

we talk about suicide notes, as stated, one of the main parts of this notes was 

accusation. However, the state authorities did not punish them because the suicide 

was considered as an individual choice, it was the responsibility of person who 

choose to commit suicide. 

Second dimension that should be emphasized is the suicide statistics of the 

state. In the Ottoman archive there were many monthly statistics about the mortality 
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records of the provinces sent to the center. Provinces reported the number and types 

of death like murder, fire, death by accident, death in the sea. One item was 'suicide'. 

Every province had to send this statistics to the center. In other words, with the 

beginning of the twentieth century, the state started to gather such kind of statistics. 

The state gave importance to this statistics and wanted every province to send them 

regularly. In some documents sent to provinces, we see that some provinces did not 

send this reports in time, and the center warns them to send their reports as soon as 

possible.92 

When we look at the archival documents of the Directorate of the Police, 

Emniyet-i Umumiye, especially in Istanbul to see as a model for the procedure in 

local area, every situation was reported every day. In this reports sometimes, we have 

only numbers of suicides but sometimes we have details and summary of the cases. 

The place, the date, the name, the reason and the method of the suicide was written in 

the daily report of the police.93 

Giving importance to this kind of mortal statistics including suicides shows 

clearly that the state did not ignore this phenomenon and tried to collect detailed 

statistical data about this phenomenon. Especially the daily statistics of local 

authorities giving many details on the individual who committed suicide that is 

helpful to understand their profiles for the state authorities. 

As third dimension, we can look at the language of the official documents. 

Language is the most important tool of the human beings to express their feelings, 

thoughts. We can understand the level or the strength of the feelings, thoughts by 

92 BOA, DH.EUM.MTK. 11/18, Letter from Center about Mortal Statistics of vila yet of Van, 18 
Muharrem \332117.12.1913, BOA, DI-I.EUM.MTK. 11/16, Letter from Center about Mortal Statistics 
ofvilayetofBagdat, 17 Muharrem 1332116.12.1913 
93 BOA, DI-I.EUM.A y~ 417, DI-I.EUM.A y~. 15/62, DI-I.EUM.A y~ 151118, Daily Suicide Statistics 
of different districts of Istanbul, DH.EUM. A Y~.27 /60, Monthly Mortal Statistics of Istanbul, 
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looking at the words, concepts that they use. Within this framework, it is necessary 

for us to look at the language of the documents to understand the perception of 

suicide in Ottoman case especially the people who encounter the suicide cases. The 

expressions, the words that were used in the documents could give us important clues 

to understand the perception of state. 

To understand the perception of the state's perception, we need to read 

between the lines of all written documents. These written documents were the 

archival documents that contains clues about the official perception of the suicide. In 

this section we try to get the state and officials' perception of the suicide by looking 

at the expressions, words, sentences that were used to depict the case. 

Firstly, we should try to deduce the view of state with respect to the nature of 

the suicide phenomenon; whether the state regarded suicide as a psychological or a 

sociological phenomenon . It seems the answer for Ottomans were "both", that is 

suicide is considered to be both a sociological and a psychological phenomenon. 

Because when we look at the structures, and expressions used in the documents, we 

see that, for the center, the main reason and the motive for suicide was mental 

disorder. Nearly all of the suicide cases were attributed to mental disorder of people. 

The most used words of this reports were 'insanity' (tecenniin), and 'illness' (illet). 

Because they. thought that there should be a mental disorder that disturbs the most 

basic instinct of human beings which is 'remaining alive'. In addition, as we 

mentioned in the reasons for the suicide, love was the most common reason for the 

suicide cases. Even love was depicted a kind of illness that disturbs the mental 

health. They used 'illet-i /cam sevda' to define the reason for love suicides. Love 

caused mental disorder, insanity. An insane individual would commit suicide, 

because he or she cannot think properly, they were mentally ill. At this point we can 
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say that the state wants to sec the suicide as a result of psychological problem, and 

the people who committed suicide were regarded as non-compos-mentis not felo de 

se because they lost their mental order. This kind of people would not be responsible 

for their action and their suicide were not regarded as planned, conscious act. It is a 

kind of excuse, explanation for this kind of people who commit suicide, because a 

planned, conscious suicide was regarded as a great sin to God. 

But also the state did not exclude the social impacts of suicide. After the 

suicide of Be~ir Fuad, there was a reported increase in suicides. Okay maintains that 

may people from different classes committed suicide at that time because they were 

affected by the suicide of Be~ir Fuad. For this reason state prohibited to publish 

suicide news in newspapers with a decree in 11 March 1887.94 

There are still debates about the effect of suicide cases on society. This theory 

was called 'Werther Effect' because after publishing Goethe's The Sorrows afYoung 

Werther, many young people committed suicide in Europe. According to this theory 

especially anomie individuals may be susceptible to suicide when the notion of 

suicide hOas been heavily publicized.95 In other words, this kind of publications may 

orient people who had suicidal tendencies to suicide. such kind of people might 

identify themselves with the person. We see that state has taken this 'Werther Effect' 

into consideration. Therefore state prohibited this kind of news to keep the internal 

order, and mental order of people who especially had suicidal tendencies with a 

decree. 

94 Okay M.Orhan, Be~ir Fuad jlk Tiirk Pozitivist ve Naturalisti, pp.99-1 00, Hareket yaymlan, Istanbul 

95 Phillips, David Po, 'The Influence of Suggestion on Suicide: Substantive and Theoretical 
Implications of the Werther Effect', American Sociological Review, Vo1.39, Issue 3 (June 1974), 
p.351 
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3.3.1.General Official Discourse of the State in Suicide cases' reports 

Another important question is that the stability of perception of state In 

reporting the events. Whether the Ottoman state reacted same to all suicide cases, 

reported all of them with the same words or not is very important point that should 

be studied carefully to understand the perception of suicide. 

We investigated the words that describe the 'suicide' case. There are two 

important variables in using the words. One is time, the other one is social status. 

Relatively older documents, used the phrases 'to waste himself (telef etmek), 'to kill 

himself (kendini katletmek, fevt olmak), 'to assasinate himself (nefsine suikasd 

etmek) to define suicide case of ordinary people, such as suicide of a non-Muslim 

servant, or suicide of a person who was in jail, or that of a merchant. But when 

reports mentioned about the suicide cases of people who were from higher class, 

these term were not used, instead clerks preferred to use the term 'to decease' (vefat 

etmek). It is clear that such term was more neutral expression rather than 'telef 

elmek'. Because 'telef elinek' included both humiliation and pity. Suicide was 

regarded as humiliating activity because it is a great sin done directly to God. Also 

there was a pity because the person perishes himself without an acceptable or 

respectable reason. We see clearly a stratification in choosing words to describe the 

same action, suicide. 

In the former times, this unlawful, cowardly action was also emphasized by 

the term that they used. In other words, the religious condemnation of the action has 

reflection on the terms they identify the action. We do not have an objective term for 

this action in that period except from 'vefa! etmek '. However this term was not in 

general use except for the suicides of the people who had high social status. 
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3.3.2 Invention of a new term in Ottoman society: inti/tar 

With the increase of the Western impact, especi'aUy in the literary works, the 

period of translation started. In this period intellectuals of the time translated literary 

works from the Western world. And these works gave rise to spreading of new ideas 

to Ottoman lands. 

As mentioned in the previous chapter, the debates about suicide continued for 

a long time. \Vith the Renaissance and Reformation period, a decline was observed 

in the impact of religion and church over the human beings and life. Certainly the 

concept of suicide was also affected by this process. Intellectuals, philosophers 

started to debate the position of suicide and some of them claimed that it was a 

choice of human being and because of this choice, human being can not be blamed. It 

was the triumph of the human being against the dogma. The emphasis was on the 

individual from then on. It is inevitable that, the Ottomans was affected by these kind 

of ideas. This new ideas were seen in the translations, works of the time. And these 

new ideas found supporters in the Ottoman lands also. And this change in the 

perception of suicide affected the state's perception of suicide. 

We see a kind uniformity to define -suicide cases. A new term 'intihar' 

started to be used in documents. The word 'intihar' was an Arabic word and derives 

from 'nahr' which means 'to sacrifice'. jnlihar means 'a being ready to kill one 

another and as a second meaning a cutting one's own throat',96 referring to 'to kill 

oneself.' In fact it has same meaning with 'kendini katletmek'. But it was very 

different from 'telef etmek' which was used very much in the documents. Moreover, 

this term was used for every segment of society equally. The state did not use 

96 Turkish and English Lexicon, ed.by Sir James Redhouse, Istanbul, \992, p.209 
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different words to describe people who were from different social classes. Also 

'intihar' has a more neutral meaning than 'Lelef efmek'. It did not include any 

religion oriented, negative connotation as was in 'Iel~f' which has humiliation or 

pity. It shows us that the state started to look at the suicide in a more secular way 

with the effect of Tanzimat and Western influences. It was as Western scholar's term 

'secularization of suicide' in state perception. 

3.4. Literature 

As stated earlier, there is another side to understand the perception of suicide. 

By looking at the suicide notes, reasons and methods of suicide, we can understand 

the perception of actors who have committed suicide. To be able to get a complete 

picture we should also look at the people who observed and were affected by the 

suicide. The way these 'witnesses' or 'participants' report and perceive the incident 

provides us with an insight to general perceptions as well. 

To understand the perception of people especially who lived in the past, the 

most important source we can refer to is the written works, so called literature and 

newspapers of the time. Literature has always been a good instrument for people to 

explain their feelings and thoughts. For this reason, the way of looking at life and 

death has always been one of the basic issues in literary works. Literary works are 

considered to mirror the real life, at least to a certain degree. In other words, within 

some trends of literature, authors wrote what they feel, think and live; they draw a 

picture of their contemporary society. It is a kind of reciprocal relation between the 

society and literature. Literature mirrors life and life is to a certain degree shaped by 

literature. Literature can affect people who create society. Intellectuals, authors by 
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means of the literary works and articles try to spread their ideas and to show the 

public tendencies. 

When we examine the Turkish literature before the Tanzimat period, we see 

that there are no works which mention suicide directly. However, love stories in folk 

tales such as Kerem ile Aslz, Leyla ile Mecnun, Yusuf ile Ziileyha, Hiisrev ile Sirin are 

very interesting in terms of their ends. At the end of all these tales, in which the loves 

who could never be with each other, one of the lovers died and all of a sudden the 

other lover dies after seeing the death of his or her lover. These immediate deaths 

cannot be explained only as a result of 'disappointment' or 'a broken heart'. The 

classical literature did not specify the reasons for these deaths. 

In an alternative approach some litterateurs mentioned that the death of the 

second lover in these tales were indeed a result of committing suicide. For instance, 

M. Nihat Ozon cites in Ferhat and $irin, the death of Ferhat as a case of suicide; 

according to Ozon's version of the story Ferhat threw himself from the hill of 

Bisutun,97 when he hears ~irin had died and he also wants to die. The action is a 

typical 'love suicide'. It can be claimed that the suicide theme indeed existed 

classical works of Turkish literature albeit in a 'coded' 'or 'hidden' form. 

Such a claim seems plausible due to the following reasons. The act of suicide 

has not been mentioned in the tales since Islam, the religion of the story tellers and 

the audience, prohibits committing suicide. Another reason may be related to 

people's wish for 'not separating the lovers'. For this reason when one of the lovers 

died, that is when he or she lefts this world and goes to the 'other side', the other 

lover should died to meet him or her. However, the storyteller or the audience did not 

wish to attribute incorrect, unforgivable actions, such as suicide, to their heroes. The 

97 0zon, M. Nihat, Tiirkr;e'de Roman, Istanbul, 1985, p.39 
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death of the lover was for a sacred aim: to be able get back to and be together with 

the dead lover. For this reason, their deaths were not pictured as suicide, even if it 

was suicide and were explained as an 'immediate death'. We can say that suicide 

was a kind of taboo in classical literature. They used suicide theme in their works but 

did not specify or name it openly. 

Western literature was far more different from the classical Turkish 

literature; we have many examples of suicide theme in Western literature. Suicide 

theme was used atevery stage and in many trends of the literature such as classicism 

romanticism, realism or naturalism. 

As for the classical period, Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, and Othello 

included the suicide theme. Especially Romeo and Juliet in terms of its structure and 

subject looks very similar to Turkish folk tales which were mentioned above. There 

is trinity whose parts were the two lovers and a mischief-maker and the subject is the 

same, love. At the end Romeo and Juliet, the lovers who were the children of enemy 

families committed suicide to be together. It is the same for Turkish folk tales. One 

of the lover dies, and other dies immediately because of disappointment by saying 

'ahf' . 

In Othello, we also come across the suicide theme. Othello kills his wife 

because he thinks that she had betrayed him. Then he learns the truth, he regrets what 

he has done and commits suicide because of remorse. 

If we look at the trend of romanticism, we also see many works that included 

suicide theme. Most important and well-known example of this kind of works was 

Victor Hugo's Hernani. In Hugo's novel, Hernani and his wife Dona Sol commit 

suicide together because Hernani promises Don Gomez -the uncle of Dona Sol- to 

commit suicide when he will hear the sound of trumpet. For the authors in the 
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romantic school, promise, and honor concepts were very important. If one cannot 

keep his word, it would be very humiliating for him. For this reason heroes of 

romantic works choose to die rather than breaking their words. 

Realists claim that literary works should include the real life in itself. Their 

main aim was to be the mirror of life. There should be every element, thought, action 

of the real life in the novels, stories and plays. For this reason, suicide theme played 
1 

very important role in realism trend as well. In Flaubert's Madame Bowary, and 

Tolstoy's Anna Karenina, Emma and Anna, the main woman characters of the two 

novels respectively, both commit suicide. Their common reason for suicide was the 

conflict between the feelings and desires of these two women and reality and 

society'S moral values. It is a conflict between, in Freudian terms, 'Id' and 

'Superego' which resulted in suicide. Both characters' desires and feelings were not 

acceptable in terms of the moral values of that day. For this reason their suicide in a 

way was some kind of punishment they themselves exercised for their unacceptable 

actions and desires. 

Another impOltant work is Goethe's Sorrows oj Young Werther. In Sorrows 

a/Young Werther, the hero knows that suicide is a crime violating God's law, and he 

wants to be forgiven by talking to God. In his talk God is depicted as a 'father' 

figure. In the same work, two heroes of the book discuss the pOSition of suicide in 

that whether it should be considered as a choice or as a cowardly act. The debate of 

this two characters in fact summarize the discussion of Western world about the 

perception of suicide, that is whether suicide should be considered as a cowardly act 

or free will choice and honorable action. 

Naturalists, who thought that novel is a real experiment, also used the suicide 

theme in their works. In Emile Zola's Nana, one of the characters, George who was 
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in love with Nana and was refused by her, commits suicide with the a scissor of 

Nana. 

3.4.1. Tanzimat. .. 

In the Tanzimat period, things started to change in Ottoman world. With the 

increase in the impact of Western life and thought, we. see new styles in literature 

such as story and novel. Intellectuals started to write in these new styles. The 

subjects were borrowed from the West by adapting to Ottoman world or classical 

Turkish literature. In the Tanzimat period, we see that unlike the classical times, 

authors started to use the theme of suicide in their works clearly. In the works of 

Tanzimat, heroes started to commit suicide and these suicides were written directly. 

It was a radical change. 

As for the post Tanzimat literature about the suicide, we can divide this 

literature into two. One is the books about the real suicide cases. This suicides were 

certainly the suicides of well known people. We have some examples of this kind of 

literature. For instance Tevfik Nureddin wrote a book in 1324/1908 about the 

. controversial death of Sultan Abdillaziz. There were two different ideas about his 

dubious death. One party claims that he committed suicide because of his 

dethronement. However the other party led by Abdillhamid II claims that it was not 

a suicide but a murder. For this reason many bureaucrats like Midhat Pa~a were 

trialed for murder of Abdillaziz. Tevfik Nureddin's book which was called 'Sultan 

Aziz'in Hal'i ve jnfihan' was about this controversial suspicios case. 

Another example was about the most well known suicide case in the Ottoman 

Empire which was Be$ir Fuad's suicide. Ahmed Midhat Efendi wrote a book which 

was called 'Be:jir Fuad veyahud Mezardan Nida' by using the letter of Be~ir Fuad 
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sent to him bcl<Jre his suicide. Moreover there was a book which was about one of 

our heroes, Sadullah Pa~a who was the Ottoman ambassador to Vienna. This book's 

name is needed to be emphasized. Its name is 'Sadullah Pa$a veyahud Mezardan 

Nida'. SaduIIah Pa~a was like Be~ir Fuad a positivist and committed suicide in 

Vienna. 

If we talk about the other wind, it was the novel and theatre plays. In the 

Tanzimat literature, we can say that there was no clear-cut distinction of trends in 

literature. Some authors wrote using different trends. 

~emseddin Sami's Taa~~ukTalat ve FUnat in 1875 was regarded as the first 

novel in Tanzimat literature. There were suicide themes in this novel. The novel 

consists of two different stories. One is the story of Rifat and Saliha. The other story 

was that of Talat -the son of Rifat and Saliha- and Fitnat. In the story of Rifat and 

Saliha, we see tense suicidal thoughts. Their correspondence was mainly based on 

their love and suicidal thoughts. At the end, they got married and had a son who was 

Talat. Talat falls in love with Fitnat, but Fitnat's mother wants her to marry with a 

rich, old man because of economical difficulties. Because she was in love with Talat, 

Fitnat threatens her mother to commit suicide if she is forced to marry this rich man. 

Eventually she gets married with this rich man Ali Bey. She does not let him to sleep 

with her. Ali Bey forced her for it, but Fitnat locks herself in a room. Then Ali Bey 

learns that fitnat was his daughter. He goes to Fitnat's room and before he is able to 

get there, Fitnat commits suicide. In this moment, Talat arrives there and sees that 

Fitnat has committed suicide, and he too dies immediately. This kind of death was 

borrowed from classical Turkish folk tales. 

Sami Pa~azade Sezai' s Sergiize~t (1888) was a transitional work from 

romanticism to realism. The main characters of the novel are Dilber who is a slave in 
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love with the son of the house and Celal who is the son. Celal is educated in arts in 

France. eclal also lalls in love with Dilber and calls her Juliet, Cleopatra while 

painting Dilber's picture. Celal's family who do not approve this relationship, sells 

Dilber to Egypt. Celal loses his mental health and the family regrets their decision. 

However, they fail to bring back Dilber since after many adventures and ordeals, 

Dilber commits suicide in Egypt by throwing herself to the Nile. In this novel, Sami 

Pa~azade criticized slavery as an institution. He makes Celal name Dilber 'Cleopatra' 

and 'Juliet'; this choice gives us a clue about the end of Ditber since both Juliet and 

Cleopatra committed suicide because of love. Suicide was some kind of freedom for 

Dilber; freedom from the pain she was living through. It was an escape from a cruel 

world. Sami Pa~azade did not leave any room for other alternatives. She had to 

commit suicide. She was a slave, away from Istanbul and her love. She was alone in 

the world with no hope to return to Istanbul or her love. All the pain she had oriented 

her to a final exit, freedom from this world. 

One of the most important authors of the Tanzimat novel was Ahmed Midhat 

Efendi. He wrote many novels and stories in different trends such as romanticism, 

realism, naturalism. His main aim was to enlighten people. He did not follow literary 

passion. His style looks like the old Turkish meddah style. There were many stories 

within the main story. At the end of his work Ahmct Mithad always punishes all bad 

people. It is very normal, because his main aim, as stated above, is to enlighten 

people by giving messages in his works. He adapted many Western works, which he 

liked, to Ottoman society. He was inspired by Monte Cristo when he wrote HilSiln 

Mellah for instance. 

In Hasan Mellah, he tells the story, adventures of a sailor, Hasan, who was 

looking for his lover Cuzella. There were many stories in this work, and nearly all of 
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these stories includes suicide theme. Sometimes for honor and shame (the suicide of 

Madam iliya who commits suicide because she commits adultery with the sailor 

Tirillo, while she was looking for her husband with Hasan), sometimes anger (the 

suicidal thoughts and threats of Hasan when he was refused by Esma), love (the 

suicide attempt of Cuzella when she heard that Hasan died), (the suicide attempt of 

Timur who was the lover of Esma), suspicion (again Tirour who suspects that there is 

a relationship between Esma and Hasan) or devotion (suicide attempt of Alonzo who 

was the servant of Hasan). 

Again in Hasan Mellah. three young people, Orner, Hliseyin, and Mustafa 

were in love with a girl $ehlevend. She did not want to choose one of them, for this 

reason $ehlevend offered to be brother and sister to them. Only Mustafa did not 

accept this offer and commits suicide. 

It can be said that nearly all of the works of Ahmed Midhat Efendi included 

the suicide theme. However, Ahmed Midhat Efendi and other writers did not focus 

on the philosophy and psychology of suicide. The Tanzimat novel has 'action-based 

characters' in terms of structure. At this point, the Tahzimat hovel can be regarded as 

a synthesis that Western styles and classical expressions. We do not have any in­

depth analysis on the psychology of the heroes who commit or attempt at committing 

suicide. Suicide was regarded only as an action triggered by different events. It was 

mostly an escape from the difficulties or pains of the world and sometimes it was a 

kind of punishment for people who had bad character. 

If we look at the main characteristics of the Tanzimat novel, we can easily see 

that the authors started to use the suicide theme 'openly' due the Western influence. 

However there is a difference between the usage of suicide theme in Western novels 

and Tanzimat novels. In Western novels like Goethe's The Sorrows of Young 
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Werther, the suicide theme is handled deeply. The nature and perception of suicide is 

analyzed. The conflict was between the classical perception of suicidebased on 

Christianity, and the Enlightenment, it was a free will choice. However, in the 

Tanzimat novels, we do not see any attribution~ to Islamic ideas or religion. It was 

regarded only as an action to escape ,the existing situation. In the critique of 

Sergiize~t, Mehmet Kaplan emphasized that all of the elements in the novel were 

'concrete' that is tangible. The author did not mention God, or the other world in 

which these unlucky people who committed suicide will be happy.98 

This comment is valid nearly for all of the prominent novels of the time. The 

authors did not focus on the relationship between suicide and religion. They take 

suicide as a secular event. There was only one exceptional case in Fatma Aliye's 

Nluhadarat. In Muhadarat the main character, FadIla decided to commit suicide, but 

then she gave up the idea because it was a forbidden act by Islam. We see the 

secularization of suicide, which Western world had been trying to achieve as a result 

of long and old debates. 

The secularization of suicide in the Tanzimat novel is valid nearly for all of 

the authors. It is interesting to see that the authors who depicted themselves as 

orthodox Muslims like Namlk Kemal and Ahmed Midhat used the suicide theme 

very much in their works, without mentioning the religious position of this action. In 

other words, they also secularize the suicide in their works. Suicide was seen as a 

final exit to escapes from pains, or punishment of bad people. For instance, Ahmed 

Midhat Efendi whose main aim was to enlighten people, make many characters in his 

works commit or attempt suicide because of different reasons. He might think to 

affect people by showing bad examples but also there is a greater possibility to orient 

98 Kaplan, Mehmet, Tiirk Edeb~yatl Uzerine Ara:jtlrmaiar I, Dergah Yaymlan, Istanbul, 1976, p.383 
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people to suicide whcn they are in despcrate, difficult situations. On the other hand 

he depicts himself as a devout believer, and writes, translates many books to 

advocate Islam against positivist tendencies such as Nitf1-YI UlUm ve Din which was 

written for criticizing the book of 'The Coiiflid Belween Religion and SCience' by 

William Draper. Abmet Midhat translated his book into Turkish by adding his critics 

and comments. As a result he reached in this translation that there is no conflict 

between Islam and science. However, he does not mention the wrongness of suicide 

in his works, and he does not write any story or novel in which the main message 

was the sinfulness of suicide. He only wrote some articles about the suicide of Be~ir 

Fuad, published Be~ir Fuad's suicide letter, and claimed that the reason for this kind 

of suicide cases was the weak ties of people with their religion. 
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CONCLUSION 

The main aim of this study was to understand. the perception of suicide in 

Ottoman society and the change of this perception with the affect of Westernization 

brought around by the Tanzimat. 

As stated at the beginning of the study, the concept of suicide is a very old 

and controversial issue. Suicide is a phenomenon we come across with in every 

civilization and it is interesting for the 'viewer' since the action contradicts the most 

basic, most important instinct of human beings: staying alive. Not surprisingly, the 

nature of the suicide has become a matter of debate. 

In fact, the main problem is about whether a person possesses his life or not. 

All debates about the nature of the suicide had been revolving around this issue and 

they still do. The group which sees suicide as a misdeed and act of cowardice claim 

that human beings are responsible to others. These 'others' change from time to 

time, society to society: Gods or state in Old Greek world, or the God in monotheist 

religions, _ or family of European bourgeoisie class. A person is always responsible 

for his actions and has some responsibilities towards these authorities. By 

committing suicide, he rUlls away from such responsibilities, or God's divine will. 

For this reason, committing suicide was and still is regarded as a cowardly act and is 

condemned. What is more, the person who attempted or committed suicide is 

believed to deserve punishment. 

Another group considers suicide in a very different, tolerant manner. This 

grollp, which includes a large scale of people from Stoics to existentialist 

philosophers of the twentieth.century, want to emphasize that staying alive is only a 

'choice' and the individual has the right to choose to live or die. If life is unbearable, 

the person should have the chance to give up. It is a simple choice. 
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Furthermore, there is another debate about the nature of suicide. Should it be 

taken as social phenomenon as Durkheim school claimed, or is it a result of 

psychological problems? In modern times, especially suicidologists try to reconcile 

these two different ideas by claiming that suicide has both social and psychological 

aspects. 

Keeping these debates in mind and using different primary or secondary 

sources, I tried to understand the actor's and viewer's perception of this action and to 

find out which side of the debate the Ottoman world 'supported'. 

As for the actor's side, by looking at the suicide notes and statements, we can 

observe the impact of religion on the actors. Islam and other monotheist religions 

prohibit suicide and see it as a kind of disobedience to Divine Will. The soul was 

given to human beings by God as a custody, and it will be taken at a certain time by 

God thus a person has no right to end his life; the soul and body which was given to 

him by God as a custody do not belong to himself. If we look at the suicide notes of 

the people, we can easily see the effect of these ideas. They were well aware that 

they 'sinned' by committing suicide and they used the special term vediafijllah to 

express their betrayal to the custody of God. Moreover, they want to be forgiven by 

God because of this sin. Furthermore they wanted their 'Muslim brothers' to pray for 

their souls after they died. As a result of this awareness of doing something wrong, 

the actor generally tries to share this fault with other people whom he sees as the 

ones triggering his suicide. The actor tries to bear the whole responsibility of this 

action directly and tries to communicate with viewers' in order to, at least to some 

extent, legitimize his action in their eyes. For instance, there are cases in which the 

actor simply accused some people directly to achieve the 'responsibility sharing'. We 

even come across a suicide note written to the person who was accused directly. It is 
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not surprising to find farewell and testament expressions in the suicide notes since 

they are the last words and the last chance of the actor to communicate with the 

world. We can see many detailed testaments like where they will be buried (with 

alternatives), the condition of the children etc. 

As tor the reasons and methods of suicide, we can say that the general 

reasons and methods of the suicide were valid for the Ottomans. Love, economic 

difficulties, despair, depression, diseases, honor were the reasons that were reported 

in suicide reports of the time. As for the methods, we see that the availability, 

familiarity and geographical conditions played important role in the choice of the 

method of committing suicide. Especially we see hanging oneself, shooting oneself 

with gun, drowning, throwing oneself from a high point, using sharp tools, and using 

poisons such as arsenic and ammoniac or an exceptioanlly coal gas as in Sadullah 

Pa~a case. All of these methods, were used in every society of the world. However, 

we can see also an Ottoman 'invention' of a suicide new method: throwing oneself 

into a well. It can be regarded as a type throwing oneself from a high point may be, 

however there are not enough evidence or data about this kind of method other than 

Ottoman examples in literature about suicide. 

Within this framework, the lollowing question is due: 'What did they expect 

from suicide? This question should be answered by real and imaginary heroes of the 

literature in Ottoman world. In terms of real heroes, we can say that they cannot see 

any alternative but to die. Death was seen as a kind of final exit, escaping from this 

world. Because of the despair he or she felt, the person could not find any way and 

committed suicide. The reasons for this despair can be various as stated above. In 

addition, there are cases in which the person who commits suicide wishes to punish 

the persons whom he or she thinks to be the reason for the difficulty and 
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desperation he or she suffers. Mentioning and accusing certain people in suicide notes 

or sending them suicide notes directly is one of the result of these kind thoughts. 

If we want to understand the perception of suicide in the Ottoman world after 

the Tanzimat period, we have to look at the literature of the time. We see many 

adaptations and translations of the Western works in Tanzimat literature. When we 

look at the works and translations of the time, we can easily see that unlike classical 

literature, the suicide theme was freely used. It was totally the result of the effect of 

Western literature on Ottoman world. There are some important points that should be 

emphasized. Especially during and after the Tanzimat, authors started to use suicide 

theme freely. The heroes of the novels and plays attempted or committed suicide. 

The heroes attempted or committed suicide mainly because of the same main reason 

as was in suicides of real life actors: they cannot find any way to get over the 

difficulties they face and want to escape from this 'cruel' life and world. Sometimes 

we see that authors want make the heroes to commit suicide to punish them. In some 

cases, the bad characters commit suicide as the result of their 'evil doings'. 

Moreover, some characters used suicide theme as to threaten other people. Another 

important point is that though the authors used this theme very much, they did not 

question the nature of the event. We do not see any philosophical debate as we see in 

Goethe's work The Sorrows of Young Werther. The authors only reports the suicide 

and do not get into any philosophical or religious debate about the nature generally. 

Even orthodox Muslim writers like Ahmed Midhat Efendi or Namlk Kemal 

intensely used he suicide theme in their works. However, we do not see any debate 

about the nature of this activity which was forbidden by Islam. In other words, the 

authors ignored the philosophical dimension of the suicide, and took it as a simple 

action. This action- based approach to suicide can be regarded as a sign for the 
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secularization of suicide in Ottoman intellectual world. This secularization problem 

is very old especially for the Western world. The main debate that was mentioned 

above (whether the human being possessed his own body and soul or not) turn into a 

struggle between the Church and the lay people who thought that suicide should be 

taken as a choice and handled a part from religion. If we look at the Ottoman case, 

we see that Ottoman intellectuals easily adopted themselves to the latter idea about 

the secularization of the suicide. 

We see the remnailts of secularization stream in the perception of the state 

itself. If we look at the expressions, words that were used in the official documents 

that reported the suicide cases, we see this idea. Relatively older documents mention 

the person who committed suicide as 'wasted himself (kendini telef etmek), 'self­

assasinated' (nef'dne suikast etmek) or 'fevt oldu,' which means the person has 

wasted himself or wasted his life. This word might have a humiliating connotation 

because it was a forbidden act, and the person who committed suicide betrayed the 

custody of God, disrespected Divine will and 'wasted'. On the other hand, it might 

reflect the' pity and compassion: He or she did something wrong and people felt pity 

for him or her because he or she will be punished by God severely. However, in the 

documents prepared later, we come across a newly 'invented' word, which is 

'intihar'. It is an Arabic word derived from 'nahr' which means 'sacrifice' or 'cutting 

one's own throat'. This word was religiously more neutral than 'telef etmek' and 

therefore more secular. It can be argued that the state also started to take the suicide 

as a secular act and gave up commenting on this issue. It might also because of the 

relatively tolerant outlook of Islam to suicide rather than Judaism and Christianity 

and seeing the event as an individual problem. The state only wants to shed light on 

the event and to find out whether it was indeed a suicide or not. As for the 
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investigation process, state used many primary and secondary sources to find out the 

truth. It is very interesting to sec very professionally conducted and detailed crime 

scene investigations and statements taken from witnesses as we mentioned in the 

'Dubious cases' section. 

Another important term that was used in the state reports widely was sun' ve 

medhali olmamak which means there was not any interference from outside. 

According to Ottoman officers 'interference'in suicide cases meant providing 

materials, gun, poison etc. to person who committed suicide. If one has 'intervened' 

in the suicide, he would be punished according to the penal law. However, when a 

person commits suicide because of another person, say because of a quarrel etc., 

other person would not be punished as we saw earlier in the case of suicide of a 

soldier. If wC read between the lincs, it means that it was the choice of the person 

who committed suicide and another person could not be punished because of his 

choice. 

In fact, this comment sheds light on the problem of whether it was a social or 

psychological event to some extent. It was a choice and the individual's own 

problem. However, if we look at the reports generally, we see that the state prefers to 

see these issues as the result of the psychological, or mental disorder. In Western 

world's term, the state sees the people as non-campos-mentis, not felo-de-se. In 

Western world, this division was in favour of the person who attempted or 

committed suicide, because if person's action was classified as non-corn pas-mentis, 

he would not be punished by the church since having mental problems he would not 

be held responsible for his own actions. Though there was no 'worldly' punishment 

in Islam, the Ottoman state prefer to classify the cases as non-campos-mentis. 

Furthermore, the state did not exclude the social dimension of suicide. 
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However, especially by looking at the suicide notes of the people, we can 

argue that, though we see some clues about secularization of perception of suicide by 

intellectuals and the state, the people still did not consider this concept totally 

secular. They saw it as a choice to escape from the cruelty, difficulty of this world as 

we saw in Stoic philosophy, but they did not see it as their right. They still had a 

concept of suicide shaped by religion. 
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APPENDIX 

Documents 

A.MKT .MVL 65/95 

1.Maruz-u 9aker kemineleridir ki 

2.Kastmanoni eyaleti dahilinde kain Bolu sancagma tabi Ak9a $ehir kazasmda Gen9 
divam sakinelerinden Demircioglu ismail nam kimesnenin kerimesi Hatice nam 
hatun keyifsizliginde muhtelu'd-dimag oldugundan kendisini tufenk kur~unuyla 

3.darp ederek mutessiren mliteveffiye oldugu ve mahallinde vuku bulan tahkikat ve 
taharriyatda mliteveffiye-yi mezburun veresesinin karye-i mezbur ahalisinden bir 
guna iddialan olmadlgl ifadesine dair kable ~eri ~erifede tanzim olunan 

4.ilam-l ~er'inin leffiyle 01 babda liva-Yl mezbur meclisinden tevarud eden bir klta 
mazbata-Yl mucerred manzur cenab-l vekalet penahilerine 
buyurulmak uzere leffen takdim ve isra kIlmml~ olmakla 01 babda emr-u ferman 
hazret-i men lehii'l-emrindir. 

Vali-yi Eyalet-i Kastamoni 

1.Kastamoni valisi devletlii pa~a hazretlerinin tahriratlyle bi'l.-viirud meclis-i valaya 
ita buyurulan Bolu meclisinin bir klta mazbataslyla naibinin ilaml meallerinde Bolu 
sancagmda Ak9a ~ehir kazasma tabi Gen9 divanmda 

2.Demirci ismail'in klZl Hatice'nin hanesinde hastahk haliyle kendii kendiiyi tiifenk 
kur~unuyladarb ve katletmi~ oldugu sabit olmaslyle kimesne hakkmda bir~ey 
denilemeyecegi ifar olunmu~ ve canib-i fetvahaneden 

3.dahi husus-u mezkurde kimesnenin nesne davasma kadir olmayacagl zuhur ilam-l 
mezkure tahrir ve izbar klhnml~ oldugundan 01 vechile keyfiyet vali-yi mii~arun 
ileyh hazretlerinne cevabname-i sami-i vekaletpenahileri tastiriyle 

4.bildirilmesi lazlm gelecegi muhat-l ilm-ii alileri buyuruldukta 01 babda emr-ii 
ferman hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir. 

14 seal 

1. ve ilam maktule mezbure Hatice lede'l-ke~f zevcinin menzilinde tiifenk-i 
mezkurun kur~unu gobeginin sol tarafma girip 

2.zahrmdan 91karak miiteessireten fevt olmu~ oldugu bade'l-muayene eb-i merkum 
ismail klzlm Hatice keyifsizlik halinde akh bir miktar peri~an 

3.01makla ve kendii kenduyi darb ve katletmi~ oldugundan zevc-i mezbur 
Mustafa' dan vesair ahali-yi karyeden dava ve nizaIm yoktur ve husus-u 
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4.mezkurda mezbur Mustafa'nm kabuliinii havi zimmetini ibra ve lskat eyledim deyu 
ikranm beyanmdan ibaret olmagm bu surette eb-i mezbur 

5.ismail fimaba'd hususu-u mezkurda kimesneden nesne davasma kadir olmayacagl 
126 Zilkade 69 

I.Bolu sancagl dahilinde Ak~e ~ehir kazasma tabi Gen~ divanmda zevci menzilinde 
sakine iken i~bu sene-i miibareke cemaziye'l ahirinin onaltmcl gunu ttifenk 
kur~unuyla kendu kenduyi darb ederek mutessireten fi'l hal fevt olan Demirci ismail 
klZl Hatice nam . 

2.hatunun varisini zevc-i metruku Mustafa bin Yahya nam kimesne ile babasl 
mezbur ismail bin Stileyman ve zevc-i merkumun fira~mdan hasillar Sadri sagir 
oglu Ahmed Sadriye sagir klZl Hatice'ye oldugu bi'l ihbar lede'~-~er'i-nur 
zahir ve numayan 

3.olduktan sonra eb-i mezbur ismail nam kimesne meclis-i abidanemizde makud 
mec1is-i ~eriyede sagiran-l mezburanm babalan ve velileri zevc merkum Mustafa 
muvacehesinde bi't-tav-i's-saf __ ikrar-l nam ve takrir-i kelam edip klzlm 
mezbure Hatice keyifsiz olup 

4.keyifsizlik haliyle bazan akh bir miktar muhtel ve mu~evve~ olmakla damadlm 
mezbur Mustafa kom~usu Mehendi Mehmed Ali'nin zevcesi Asiye hatunu yanmda 
bek~i buaklp kendisi manda okuzu i~tira etmek i~tin zikr olunan Gen~ divanma 

5.u~ saat bu'd ve mesafesi olan Akkaya karyesin gidip karye-i merkurne sukkanmdan 
Hacl oglu Mustafa'nm hanesinde beytutet ve ferdasl Curna gun Ak~e ~ehir kazasl 
iskelesine azimet edip iskele-i mezkur cami-i ~erifinde Curna narnazml 

6.eda ettikten sonra ben dahi klzlm mezbure Hatice'nin ibadma vanp bir miktar 
oturup hal ve hatmm istifsar ile mezbure Hatice'ye veda edip iskele-i mezkureye 
azimet birle damadlm Mustafa'ya iskele-i mezkurda mtilaki oldugumda 

7.damadlm mezbur Mustafa zevcesi klzlm mezbure Hatice'nin halinden sual edip 
ben dahi hasta lakin bir miktar slhhate mubeddel olmu~tur ~imdi yanmdan geliyorurn 
teessuf etme deyu teselli-i hatu etmekte iken zikr olunan Gen~ divam muhtan i~bu 
hazlr Balcah 

8.Mehmed bin Mustafa nam kimesne surat-l ~uttab ile ko~arak ba~lmlza gelip 
mezbure Hatice kendu kenduyi ttifenk kur~unuyla darb edip fevt oldugunu ihbar ben 
ve damadlm mezbur Mustafa dahi keyfiyeti der-akab mezbur Mehmed ile birlikte 
kaza-Yl mezkur 

9.naib ve mudurtine ifade ve i~ar onlar dahi yedimizde olan ilam ve mazbata natIk 
oldugu uzere taraflanndan ke~fine adamlar sevk ve irsal edip memurlar ile ben ve 
damadlm mezbur Mustafa ve mezbur muhtar Mehmed zikr olunan Gen~ divamna 
vanp 
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10.divan-l mezkur imam ve muhtar ve ahalileriyle mezbure Hatice'nin zevci mezbur 
Mustafa mezburuna vanp mezbure Hatice'nin menzil-i mezkurda sakin oldugu oda 
derununa duhul birle oda-Yl mezkurenin ocagmda ate~i yanmakta olup 

11.damadlm mezbur Mustafa'nm kur~un memlu kaval tiifenginin ba~ tarafl ate~ten 
tarafa ve ucu mezburenin cenazesine dogru bo~ oldugu halde ocak ba~mda durur ve 
mezbure Hatice meyyit oldugu halde ocak ba~mda yatlyor 

12.gordiigiimiizde mezbure Hatice'nin ben mahremi oldugumdan zikr olunan Geny 
divanmda sakinat kom~u hatunlanyla beraber cenazesini ke~fedip nazar 
eyledigimizde klzlm mezbure Hatice'nin tiifenk-i mezkurun kur~unu gobeginin sol 
tarafmdan 

13.girip zahrmdan ylkarak miiteessireten fi'l hal fevt oldugu lede'l-ke~fve muayene 
zahir ve niimayan olduktan soma keyfiyeti memurlar ile mean keyifsizligi ha1inde 
bekyi blrakIlan mezbur Mehendi Mehmed Ali'nin zevcesi mezbure Ay~e 

14.hatundan lede's-sual 01 dahi cevabmda Hatice Sadri evladlan sagiran-l mezburan 
Ahmed ve Hatice'ye i~ba' etmek iizere bana emredip ben dahi sagiran-l mezburam 
ahp kendi menzilime gotiiriip kannlanm doyurur iken 

15.mezbure Hatice'nin sakine oldugu zevci menzilinden tiifenk sadasl zuhur edip 
der-akab i~bu hazerat olan kom~u hatunlanyla birlikte mezbure Hatice'nin sakine 
oldugu i~bu oda derununa duhul edip bu halde meyyit 

16.bulduk. Benim buaklp gittigimde yamnda kimesne yok idi ve tiifenk-i mezkur 
duvarda aSlh idi. Keyfiyet ne vechile oldugu malumum degildir deyu takrir ve 
hazerat olan hatunlar dahi mezbureyi cem-i kelimat-l me~ruhasmda tasdik edip 

17.klzlm mezbure Hatice ber vech-i muharrer keyifsizlik ile bir miktar akl-l peri~an 
olmakla kendi kendiiyi darb ile helak etmi~tir. Bu babda ahali-yi karye-i merkume 
vesair bir ferd ile dava ve nizaIm yoktur husus-u mezkure miiteallika amme-i deavi 

18.ve miitaliyan? ve kaffe-i iman ve muhasamattan damadlm mezbur Mustafa'mn 
zimmetini ibra-Yl amm ile ibra ve lskat eyledim dediginin damadl mezbur Mustafa 
dahi ibra-Yl mezkuru kabul etmekle vuku-u hali miitezammm i~bu mazbata-Yl 
yakeranemiz tanzim ve bu babda 

19.Bolu naibi faziletlii efendi daileri tarafmdan terkim olunan ilam-l ~eri leffen 
hakpaY-l cenab-l mii~iratlanna takdim klhnml~ olmakla 01 babda ve her halde emr-ii 
ferman hazret-i men lehii'l emrindir.l7 L 69 

A.MKT.NZD.180/61 

1.Maruz-u yaker kemineleridir ki 
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2.Koska civannda kain <;oban <;avu~ mahallesi sakinlerinden Mehmed Efendi nam 
kimesnenin zevcesi Hatice Hatun hanesinde kimesne olmadlgl halde kendi kendisini 
salb 

3 .etmi~ olduguna dair mahallesi tarafmdan verilen ilmUhaber ba jumal irsal olunmu~ 
oldugundan ahvali vechile lazlm gelenlerin irsaliyle mezburenin cesedi muayene 

4.ettirildikde kimesnenin sun'u olmakslzm ber minval-i muharrer kendi kendisini 
salb etmi~ oldugu 01 babda verilmi~ olan pusula-Yl ~eriye ve raport terci.imesi 
meallerinden 

5.anla~11ml~ oldugundan vuku-u halin mahiy-i arz ve i~anna ictisar klhnml~ olmakla 
01 babda ve her halde emr-i.i ferman hazret-i men lehi.i'l emrindir. 24 (silik) 76 

A.MKT .UM. 353/59 

1.Maruz-u yaker kemineleridir ki 

2.Serez meclisinden bi'l-vilrud leffen takdim klhnan mazbata ile suret-i takrir 
mealinden mi.isteban olacagl vechile Serez'de mukim bulunan konsolosun 
kaympederi 

3.kendi.i nefsini telef eyledigi inha ve beyan ve bunun bir sebeb-i hariciyeden na~i 
olmadlgl konsolos-u mi.imaileyhin takririnde ima ve ityan olunmu~ ifade-i 

4.keyfiyet maruzunun takdim arife-i acizemce ibtidar klhnml~ 01 babda ve her halde 
emr-i.i ferman hazret-i men lehi.i'l-emrindir. 12 Rebiyulevvel 75 

A.MKT .NZD . . 295/1 

1.Taraf-l hazret-i mi.iste~ari-i sadaret-uzmaya 

2.Felemenk tebasmdan olup tilccar sefinesi kapudanlanndan Doblis nam kapudan eUi 
sin Dolmabahye pi~tgahmda 

3.sefine derununda kendisini ustura ile sol ka~l i.izerinden urup fevt oldugu di.inki.i 
gi.in saat on bir buyuk 

4.raddelerinde canib-i karantinaya haber verilmi~ ve ber muceb usul-i.i slhhiye 
muayene ettirildikte karantinaca ~i.ibhe 

5.olmadlgl ifadesine ibtidar olunmu~ idi.igi.i/12 Rebiyulahir 1276 

A.MKT.UM.410/51 

1.Hi.idavendigar mutasarnfma 

2.Ki.itahya sakinelerinden Ummi.i Gi.ilsi.im Hatun kara sevda illetinden mi.ibtela olarak 
kendisini salb ve idam etmi~ oldugu Bursa meclisinin tevarild 
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3.eden mazbatasmdan inha olmaktan na~i keyfiyet Meclis-i Vala'ya lede'l-havale 
mezburenin his: kimesnenin sun' ve medhali olmayarak nefsini 

4.telef eyledigi anla~lldlgmdan bu babda bir~ey lazlm gelmeyeceginin taraf-l 
saadetlerine bildirilmesi tezekklir kIlmmakla ifade-i hal siyakmda ~ifre 26 Za 1276 

A.MKT.MVL 112/28 

1.Kastamoni valisine 

2.Kastamoni sancagma muzaf Akkaya nahiyesine tabi Gerecek karyeli Ker Hasbi 
oglu zevcesi Hacer ile F evzi 

3.oglu zevcesi Serife nam hatunlann KlzIlcaoluk yaylasmda ot toplamakta olduklan 
halde KUrd oglu 

4.Ahmet ve Bekta~ oglu ismail nam ~ahlslar iizerlerine gidip mezburelere cebr-i fiil-i 
~eni icra eyledikleri 

5.ifadeleriyle sabit olmu~ ve bu hale bi't-tesadlif mu~ahede eden muezzin oglu 
ismail'in ilan-l keyfiyet etmesinden 

6.na~i mezbure Serife'ye ar laslk olup kendi kenduyi salb etmi~ olduguna dair 
mukaddemce vuku bulan inha 

7.uzerine mezburelerde eser-i darb olup olmadlgmm ve merkumanm uzerlerinde 
silah vesair bulunup 

8.bulunmadlgmm izahan i~an zlmmnda tastir ve tesyir kIlman tahrirata cevaben varid 
olan mazbatada 

9.merkumamn faziha-Yl merkumeye curetleri cebren olmaYlp mezburelerin 
nzalanyla oldugu gibi mezburelerde 

10.eser-i darb ve cerh bulunmadlgl ve merkumamn iizerinde silah vesaire bir~ey 
olmadlgl beyan ve inha olunmu~ 

11.01up ancak fiil-i ~eni mezburelerin nzalanyla olmu~ olsa bu hale irtikab edenler 
de pek de kayd-l namus 

12.0lmayacagl cihetle merkum muezzin oglu ismail'in ilanmdan dolaYl mezbure 
Serife kendu kenduyi telef 

13.etmeyeceginden ve hususiyle karye-i mezbure muhtar ve ahalisi tarafmdan 
merkumlar hakkmda husn-u ~ehadet olunmu~ 

14.0ldugundan bunun cebren vukuu ~upheden kurtulamaml~ olmaslyle ve kanun-u 
cezanm yUz doksan 
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15.sekizinci maddesinin bir adam bir kimseye cebren fiil-i ~eni icra edip yani lrzma 
geger ise onun muvakkaten kUrege konulmasl 

16.muharrer bulunmaslyle merkumanm dahi bu hlikme tatbiken ve mahbusiyetleri 
tarihinden itibaren bade't-te~hir iiger sene 

17.miiddetle mahallelerinde vaZ-l pranga olunmalanrun miiteveffiye-i mezbure 
$erife'nin demi heder oldugunun (edildiginin) sub-u vilayetine 

18.bildirilmesi mahbes-i mezkureden ba mazbata ifade ahnml~ olmakla ber-minval 
muharrer icabmm icarasl hususuna 

19.himmet buyurmalan lazlm gelecegi beyaruyle 8 Cemaziyelevvel276 

A.MKT.UM.410/47 

1.Amasya mutasarrlfma 

2.Amasya sancagma tabi Saz kazasl ahalisinden ve Zaptiye nezaretinden Ali nam 
kimesnenin nefsini salb ile idam eyledigi saadetlii pa~anm 

3.tevariid eden tahriratIyle melfuf Amasya ve kaza-Yl mezkur meclisin 
mazbatalannda inha olunmaktan na~i keyfiyet meclis-i valaya lede'l-havale 
merkumun 

4.hi9 kimesnenin sun' ve medhali olmakslzm nefsini telef eyledigi siyak ve i~ardan 
anla~lldlgmdan bu babda bir~ey lazlm gelmiyeceginin taraf-l 

5.saadetlerine bildirilmesi tezekkiir olunmakla beyan-l hal siyakmda ~ifre 26 Za 1276 

A.MKT.NZD 351/47 

1. Taraf-l hazret-i miiste~ari-i sadaret-uzmaya 

2.0rtakoy sakinelerinden ve Ermeni taifesinden hizmetkar Slrabyan nam ~ahsl 30 sin 
miibtela oldugu illet-i sevdadan kendisini 

3.cam ile bogazhyarak fevt oldugu canib-i karantinaya haber verilmi~ ve ber muceb-i 
usul-ii slhhiye merkume muayene ettirildikte karantinaca 

4.~iibhe edilecek bir ~ey olmadlgl ifadesine ibtidar olunmu~ idiigii 26 $evval 277 

Jumal-i Slhhiye (miihiir) 

A.MKT.UM. 480/47 

l.Yanya valisine 

2.Nardah olup tOhmet-i sabitesinden dolaYl mahbus bulundugu halde kendiisini 
hiikiimet konagmda bulunan kuyuya 
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3.atarak itlafeylemi~ <;aklr Yasefnam Yahudinin keyfiyet-i vefatl hakkmda icra 
kIlman tahkikat 

4.ve tedkikat hukmunce 01 babda kimesnenin sun' ve medhali olmadlgl misillu 
kuyudan hin-i ihracmda olunan muayenede vucudunda 

5.dahi darb ve cerh eseri gariilmemi~ oldugu cevaben tevariid eden tahrirat-l 
behiyyelerine melfuf 

6.mazbatada i~ar kllmmaslyle keyfiyet mec1is-i valaya havale ile tatbik-i kavanin 
tasvib lede'l-miitalaa bu halde 

7.hic;bir ferd hakkmda bir~ey lazlm gelmeyeceginin sub-u valalarma bildirilmesi 
tezekkur ve mec1isce dahi tasvib kIlmmakla beyan-l hali 

8.siyakmda ~ifre 23 Z 1277 

A.MKT.UM.498177 

I.Kaza-Yl Erbaa Kaimekamma, 

2.Hapishanede kendi kenduyi pi~tov kur~unuyla telef etmi~ olan Ahmed'in veresesi 
katl-i mezkurun bu vechiyle vukuunu tasdik ederler ise 

3.kimesne hakkmda bir~ey lazlm gelmeyecegini ifadesine dair cevaben ve re'sen 
ganderilen iki klta tahrirata cevaben meclisinin 

4.17 Muharrem 78 tarihli dart numarah varid olan mazbataslyla melfuf istintakname 
meclis-i ahkam-l adliyeye havale ile 

5.muhakeme dairesinde lede'l-mutalaa meallerine nazaran merkumun vefatmdan 
dolaYl kimesneden su-i zan ve iddialan olmadlgl verese tarafmdan 

6.beyan kIhnml~ oldugu gibi hakkmda iddiaya sebebiyet ol(un)an kesanm dahi bera­
yl elzeme olduklan tebeyyun eyledigi anla~Ildlgmdan 

7.bu babda kimesne hakkmda bir~ey lazlm gelmeyeceginin tarafmlza bildirilmesi 
tezekkiir ve mec1isce dahi tasvib kllmmakla icabmm icrasma himmet 

8.eylemeniz siyakmda ~ifre 6 Ra 1278 

A.MKT .UM. 533/89 

I.Girid valisine 

2.Rumeli ordu-yu humayunu mensubatmdan Girid ceziresinde bulunan piyade ikinci 
nizamiye alaymm Hanya mevkiinde olan uc;uncu taburunun 
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3.birinci bcHUgU be~inci Onba~lSlmn birinci nazm Tiranh Hasan'm Cinci Mehmed 
Efendi'den alml~ oldugu nUshanm adem-i tesiriyle vermi~ oldugu 

4.istirdad etmek Uzere beynlerinde mUnazaa ve mudarebe vukua gelmi~ ve aralan 
tefrik olundugu halde merkum kendUsini deryaya 

5.ilka ederek tahlis olunduktan sonra hamama girip ustura ile kendUsini telef etmi~ 
idUgU (ifadesine) ____ Mehmed Efendi hakkmda bir gUna muamele-i _ ) dair 
Girid ceziresinde 

6.bulunan mir-liva izzetlU Mehmed Pa~a'mn varid olan tahrirattyle melfuf mec1is-i 
askeri mazbatasmm ( irsal klhndlgl beyamyle mUmaileyh Mehmed Efendi hakkmda 
lazlm gelen 

7.muamelenin icrasl ubbuhetlU devletlU Serasker Pa~a hazretleri tarafmdan bendenize 
irsal (i~ar) kllmmaktan na~i keyfiyet mec1is-i vala-Yl 

8.ahkam-l adliyeye havale ile muhakemat dairesinde lede'l mUtalaa99 bu madde 
mUteveffa-Yl merkumun kendi eser-i fiili olup bundan kimesnenin 

9.sun' ve medhali (vaki) olmadlgl mec1is-i askeri mazbatasl mefadmdan mUsteban 
olmu~ ise de bu babda ber muceb-i usul memleket mec1isinin 

10.icra-Yl tedkikat olmaml~ idUgUne (bu babda) ve maamafih lazlm gelen ilam-l ~eri 
gonderilmesine hakim efendinin merkez eyaletinde bulunmamasl 

11.mani olup hakim-i mUmaileyhin avdetinde ilam ahmp gonderilecegi dahi 
mUmaileyh Mehmed Pa~a'nm tahriratmda beyan klhnml~ olmasma nazaran 

12.bu halin ber vech-i me~ruh keyfiyet bir kere de meclis-i eyalet marifetiyle tedkik 
ve tahkik olunarak suret-i halin ilam-l ~eriyenin irsaliyle beraber 

13.ba mazbata i~ar olunmasl hususunun sub-u devletlerine bildirilmesi lazlm 
gelecegi tezekkUr klhnmakla 01 vechile icabmm icra ve inhasma 

14.himmet buyurulmasl siyakmda ~ifre 18 B 1278 

99 Meal-i i~ara gore bu Mehmed Efendi eshab-l _ oldugundan nefer-i merkumun boyle nefsine 
kastetmesi meclis-i askerice onun eser-i kuvve-i saikasmdan olduguna zehab ile (Mehmed Efendi 
tewsiri) tesirine _ miitalaa kllindlgl anla~Iiml~ ise de mesail-i ~eriye ve kavanin-i cezaiyede (bu 
makule) bir kimesne vaslta-Yl cismaniye (ile) ve bir nevi alet-i cariha veya mesmume ile bir ~ahsl itlaf 
eyledigi sabit olur ise miistehakk-l ceza oIup eser-i kuvve-i sahire ve ruhaniye He vaki olan teaddiye 
dair bir giina kayd ve sarahat olmadlgma ve boyle tesiratm vukuu olsa bile kabil-i sUbut 
olamayacagma mebni Mehmed Efendi i<;Un ~u halde tertib-i cezaya imkan bulunamaml~ olmakla 
mtimaileyhin bu babda bir fiil-i cismanisi 01 babda ~eran ve kanunen ctinun ve nefer-i merkum ilIet-i 
sevdaya mtibtela olup da Mehmed Efendi'nin niishaYI bunun i<;in mi alml~tIr burasmm kabil-i stibut 
ise __ ~er'iye ve muhakeme-i nizamiyesinin riiusa-yl askeriye hazIr olmalarmm (l-Mahkeme-i 
$eriye) ve meclis-i Girid Eyaleti'nde icraslyle kararmm ba mazbata ve ilam-l ~er'i bu tarafa arz 
olunmasma 
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Y.PRK.ZB. 2/12 

l.Hacl KU9uk Camii altmda bakkalhk eden Nev~ehirli Andon dunku gun saat iki 
raddelerinde 

2. Kurek9i hamndaki odasmda kendi kendisini salb ettigi 

3. Gegen gun Sirkeci istanbul'u civannda denize girip gaib oldugu 8 Temmuz 98 
tarihli 

4.jumal-i kemteranemle arz olunan irani Mehdi nam ~ahsm cesedi bugun yine 
mahall-i mezkurdan zuhur ettigi 

5.istanbul Polis mudurli.igtinden almanjumalden musteban olmakla maruftur. 
Katibe-i ahvalde irade 

6. ve ferman hazret-i veliyyi.i'l emr efendimizindir. 20 Temmuz98 

Y.PRK.UM.42/45 

YIldiZ SaraY-I Htimayunu 
Ba~kitabet Dairesi 

Kosova Vilayetinden ~ifre Telgrafname 

I.Bulgarlan ihtilale te~vik tesbitle muhtefi iken derdest olundugu dtinkti telgrafla arz 
edilen Daskal T odor 

2. bugun ak~ama yakm mahbusinin beraY-l teneffiis dI~anda bulunduklan sirada 
igeride yalmz kalarak hapishanenin 

3. i9 tarafmdaki direklere ba~mI urdugu gibi her nasIlsa dl~arudan ahp gizledigi bir 
beyaz sivri ta~la da ba~mda 

4. iki kulagmm on tarafmda iki~er (~ir-i) __ bir yerinden ~iddetle kendti kendusini 
cerh ve darb edip el-an ber-hayat 

5. ise de tekelltime mecali olmayarak hayatl tehlikede bulundugu ~imdi Radovi~ne 
kaimekamhgmdan bildirilmesiyle bir islam ve bir de 

6. Hiristiyan iki tabibin beraY-I muayene serian Radovi~ne'ye izamI_ 
kaimekamlIgma re'sen ve merkumun intihara suret-i tasaddisi 

7. hakkmda mahbusin-i mevcudeden mtistantik huzurunda memhur bir zabltnamenin 
ahzl mahalline cevaben yazlldlgl maruzdur. Ferman 

8. Kosova Valisi HafIz Mehmed 14 Haziran 314 
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Y.PRK.B~K. 7/42 

1. 

1.Beyoglu'nda Aynahye~me sokagmda sakin italya devleti tebasmdan Doktor Karlo 
_ bugOO sabahleyin 

2. saat dart buyuk raddelerinde kendu kendusini tabanca ile sol kulagl yanmdan urup 
telef ettigi haber almarak 

3. ale'l-usul ke~fve muayenesinin icrasl iyOO tabib ganderilmekle beraber 
mlimaileyhin devlet-i mu~arun ileyhin kanyileryasl marifetiyle 

4. ke~f ettirildiginin ve bir muddetten beri ~uuruna halel-i tari oldugunun tahkikat-l 
vakadan anla~Ildlgl Beyoglu Polis 

5. MudurlUgunden almanjumalden musteban olmakla maruzdur. Katiyen ahvalde 
irade ve ferman hazret-i veliyyli'l-emr efendimizindir. 

6. 12 Kanunusani 298 

2. 

1.Mabeyn-i Humayun Ba~kitabet-i Celilesine 

2. Mliteveffa Doktor Katibyan (farkh yazIlml~) hakkmda icra kIlman tedkikatl havi 
evrakm mutalaasl zlmmnda 

3. yaveran-l hazret-i padi~ahiden olup tedkikat-l mezkurenin hin-i icrasmda marifet 
ve malumatl 

4. munaZlm olan izzetlu Bahri Bey'in yannki Sah gOOu saat yedide nezaret-i acize 
dairesine 

5. irsal buyurulmasl babmda emr-u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 18 
Rebiyulahir 300 vel 14 Subat 98 

Y.PRK.AZN.2/37 

1. 

I.Almanya'da Ebstein ~ehri ahalisinden olup geyen te~rin-i saninin otuzuncu Cuma 
gunu saat be~ raddelerinde Baltalimam yaymnm fevkinde 

2.Ta~baymnda maktulen cesedi bulunan Gustav Wilhelm hakkmda Beyoglu 
zabltasmca icra olunan tahkikat evrakl Beyoglu Muddei 

3.umumiligi __ celb ve tedkik olunmu~tur. 
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4.tahkikat-1 mezkurenin neticesi maktul merkum Rusya'da Riga ~ehrinde bir tacirin 
yanmda istihdam olundugu zaman sirkat ettigi akcyenin 

5.meydana CYIkmamasl icy in nefsine suikasd ve kendU kendusini itlaf ettigi tahakkuk 
eylediginden bahisle evrak-I tahkikiyenin polis dairesinde hIfzl 

6.icab edecegine karar verildigine mubeyyendir. 

7.Halbuki merkumun cesedi bulundugu hinde uzerinde silaha dair bir ~ey zuhur 
etmemi~ ve maktulen yUzu usm yatmakta oldugu gorulmu~ olmakla 

8.beraber maktul merkumun bidayeten muayenesinde elinde gorulen yara kazma 
eseri zannolunmu~ iken te~rihinde derununda bir aded kur~un 

9.zuhur edip bu kur~unun Dersaadette bulunmayan ve Avrupa'ya mahsus olan 
fi~enklerden oldugu erbab-I vukuftarafmdan ba raport 

1 O.ifade kIhnml~ ve ale'l-husus maktulun vefati gece saat ucy raddelerinde Halim 
Pa~a ormanmdan silah sesi i~itilmi~ oimasl maktulun kendi 

11.nefsine suikasd ettigine dair olan ifadesinin aksini temin eder halattu. Ve bir de 
maktulUn hin-i ru'yet ve muayenesinde ayagmdaki cyizmelerinde 

12.cyamur vesaire gOrUlmemi~ ve parmagmda altm yUzugu ve cebinde cuzdam 
mevcud bulunmu~ oimasl adi bir ~ekavet ve ba gasb maksadlyle merkumun 

13.itlaf edilmemi~ olduguna delalet eder ahvalden bulunmu~ ve fiil-i katlin vukuu 
gece yagmur yagdigi cihetle maktultin yamba~mda 

14.gorulen ayak izlerinin Halim Pa~a ormamna kadar muntehi olmu~ oimasl ve ale'l­
husus maktul merkumun guya kable'l-vefat Rusya'da vuku bulan 

15.sirkati meydana CYIkmamak icyin kendi nefsine suikasd edecegini Alamanya'da 
bulunan kendi pederine ba mektup ile i~ar etmi~ oldugunu pederinin 

16.Almanya'da ifadesi zaptolundugu zaman itiraf etmi~ olduguna dair tahikaktta 
munderic olan ifade ~ayan-I dikkat olup ~u haIler 

17.maktul merkumun bir maksad-I hafiye mebni itlaf olunmu~ olmasml hissettirecek 
emarat ise de salifU'z-zikr kur~unun revolveri 

18.oralarda bulunacagma ve cihat-I saireye dair tahkikat icra oimadigi gibi maktul 
merkumun uzerinde zuhur eden evrak dahi tedkik 

19.ve elbisesinde YIrtIkhk olup oimadigi muayene edilmemi~ ve elindeki kur~un 
yarasmm ne kadar mesafeden atilan kur~unun hasil 

20.eyledigi yara oldugu hakkmda fena bir raport ahnmaml~ ve maktulUn refiki 
Alfred'in malumatma da mfuacaat olunmaml~ ve maamafih 
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21.aradan hayli zaman dahi miirur etmi~ oldugundan bu babda ne taraftan ikmal-i 
tahkikata miiba~eret olunmasl lazim geleceginin arz ve istibdanna 

22.ciiret kIlmdl. Katebe-i ahvalde emr-ii ferrnan velinimet-i biminnetimiz ~evketlii 
padi~ahimiz hazretlerinindir. 

23.13 Saban 302 

24.Kullan Abdiillatif 

5. 

I.Almanya Ebstein ~ehrinde tanzim kilman zabit varaksmm Almanya kan<;ilaryasma 
gonderilen ziri gayn musaddak suretinin terciimesidir. 

2.'Ebstein' ~ehrinde 23 Kanunuevvel 1884 tarihinde rii'yet olumu~tur. 

3.Hasbe'l-isticvab olunan 'Bronis i~trase' yani Genbesbolde ona1tI numara, hanede 
sakin otuzbe~ ya~mda tiiccar 'Bon Junker' in tahlifen ifadesidir. 

4.gosterilen <;uha numaralanm benden almI~tIr. Fakat yalmz bu <;uhadan 
mukaddema bir senelik tahrir olunan goniillii asakirden piyade otuzdordiincii 
alaymda 'Herrnz' nammda bir nefere seksen 

5.dort senesi maYIS aymm nihayetinde __ marka bir kat elbise yani ceket pantolon 
yelek yaptIm 'Herrnz' in burada peder ve validesi vardir. 'Volvebir i~trase' 
sokagmda kIrk yedi numarah 

6.hanede ikamet ederler ve ismi de 'Gustav Herrnz' dir. 

7.oglu 'Herrnz' Rusya'da Riga ~ehrinde hizmette bulundugu ve nihayet aldigim 
malumata gore ticaret i<;in Rusya'nm cenub tarafma dahi bir terciiman ile 
gonderilmi~tir . 

8.imza 
Bon Junker 

9.Gene Ebstein ~ehrinde 23 Kanunuevvel884 

1 O.Resmen isticvab olunan 'Volvebir' sokagmda kIrk yedi numarah hanede ikamet 
eden ve a1tmI~ sekiz ya~mda ve Protestan mezhebinde bulunan dellal 'Gustav 
Herrnz'ifadesidir. 

II.Verdiginiz malumata gore mutlak olan benim oglumdur ve ismi de 'Gustav 
Wilhelm'dir. 10 Subat 860 tarihinde 'Esten'de dogmu~tur ve bir sene miiddetle 
goniillii asker yazIlarak binsekiz 
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12.yUz seksen ikiden binsekizyUz seksen iiy tarihine kadar burada otuzdordiincii 
piyade alaymda hizmet etmi~tir. Hatta geyen bahar sekiz hafta talim edip yavu~ 
muavini dahi olmu~tur 

13.Haziran'm nihayetinde Rusya'ya azimetle 'Riga' ~ehrinde 'Popozpolde' nammda 
bir tacirin yamnda hizmette bulunmu~tur. Aldlglmlz habere nazaran 0 mccardan para 
yalml~ bu da mutlaka. kendisinin 

14.fena refiklere tesadiifiinden ileri gelmi~tir. 

15.Hatta Rusya'da 'Siratof ~ehrinden 4 Kanunuevveli tarihinde yazml~ oldugu 
mektuptan ba~ka bir haber ahnamaml~tlr. 0 mektupta sirkat ettigi paralardan dolaYl 
kendisini telef edecegini tastir 

16.eylemi~ bundan anhyorum ki saire telef etmeyip kendii kendiini telef eylemi~tir. 

17.Nezdinde bulunan sandlklar 'Siratof ~ehrinden 'Riga' da tiiccar 'Polde' ismine 
gonderilmi~tir. Ve yanmda bulunan anahtarlar 0 sandlklann anahtarlan olmak lazlm 
gelir. 

18.0nun metrukatmdan ben geyiyorum bana gonderrnesinler ve bunun ile bu i~ 
bitmi~tir saYlyorum yalmz vefat-l slhhatine dair kagltlann bana gonderilmesini rica 
ediyorum. 

19.imza 
Gustav Herrnz 

Polis Komiseri 

4. 

I.Almanya kanyilaryasma bi'l-viirud almarak istinsah ve terciime ve muahheren iade 
kllman evrak suretleri leffen arz olundu. 

2.Baltalimam limam civarmda mecruhen bulunan Almanyah Herrnz'in kendi 
kendisini urdugunda asIa ~iiphe kalmadlgmdan hiikiimet-i seniyyenin tahkikat-l 
amikada gosterdigi maharet ve gayrete 

3.dahi miite~ekkir olduklanm Almanya Ceneral konsolosu ihbar eylemi~tir. 

4.Lakin maruz evrak eski ~iiphelerin bir kat daha teyid eylediginden bu arada 
bildirilmeyip ancak hiikiimet-i seniyye merkumun kendi kendisini ne suretle telef 
eyledigini anlamak iyin 

5.tahkikatta devam eyleyecegini ima eylemi~tir. 

6.Simdi konsolos-u miimaileyhamn gonderdigi te~ekkfunamenin bir flkrasmda 
tabancamn bulunmaslyla maktuliin tayini Hakkmdaki takrir sureti dahi leffen arz 
olundu. 
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7.<;linkii maruz varaklardaki Herrnz'in babaSl denilen ~ahsm ifadesine ve polisin 
i~anna meydanda subutlu bir delil gorulemeyip yalruz kavl-i mucerrede kahyor ve 
babasmda elbette 

8.resminin bir sureti olacagmdan merkumu burada te~his edenlere irae etmek uzere 
resmi dahi gonderilmemi~tir. Ve boyle bir sarikin sandlklan tekrar tuccanna 
gonderrnesini hamiyete sebep ne oldugu 

9.bilinmiyor. Telef-i nefsi tasavvuruna ve sui karineye tesadufe dair mektubu 
meydana koymak icab ediyor. Bir de parasml sirkat eyledigi tiiccar Rusya'da ve Rus 
oldugu ve Herrnz Almanyah bir mechul 

10.bulundugu halde serrnaye verip ahar memalike gonderrnesi ve teminat almamaSl 
garip degil mi 

II.Su tafsilata ve elde bulunan tahkikata nazaran tedkikattan geri durulmayacagl ve 
almacak malumatlarda bulundugu halde arz olunacagl maruzdur 

12.26 Kanunuevvel300 

Kullan 

3. 

I.Ebstein Sehri Polis mudiriyetlerinin zablt varakasmm leffen irsali hakkmda 
gonderrni~ oldugu tahrirat-l resmiye sureti nushasl 

20 
2.5 Kanunuevvel85 birinci cevap (Ebstein) 27 Kanunuevvel84 tarihinde Dersaadet 
Almanya imparatorlugunun Ceneral konsolatosuna 

(Baladaki matbu alamet) 
Kral Polis mudurlugline 
Jumal Numero 1282, 12 cevap yazIldlgl 
zaman balada jurnalde ni~an gosterilmelidir. 
15 numara ile 5 Kanunuevvel 85 tarihiyle 
kar~lhk yazIlml~t1r. 

3.15 Kanunuevvel84 tarihiyle yazml~ oldugunuz tahrirat uzerine Baltalimarunda 12 
Kanunuevvel 84 tarihinde maktul bulunan ~ahls hakkmda buraca, 23 Kanunuevvel 
84 

4.tarihinde icra kIlman tahkikat varakasml gonderiyoruz 

5.~undan maktul merkum burada dogan ve Rusya'dan para yahp firar eden tiiccar 
hademesinden (Gustav Herrnz) oldugu anla~Ilacakt1r. Ve cumle-i tahkikata nazaran 
bu babda hiybir ~uphe 

6.etmek lazlm gelmez. 
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7.<;unku babaSl oglunun kendi kendisini kat! eyledigini dermiyan ettiginden eger ge 
maktul arkasmdan vurulmu~ olsa idi i~anmz vechile kat!olmu~ olurdu 

8.~u kadar ki babasmm taleb eyledigi slhhat dikkatine dair zablt varakasmda 
meyyitin Protestan oldugunu ve anasmm (Adelhaid Jon Henriette) bint L) oldugu 
tasrih 

9.olunmahdlr. 

2. 

Adliye ve Mezahib Nezareti 
Beyoglu Bidayet Mahkemesi 
Muddei Umumiligi 

1.1300 senesi Te~rinisani' sinin, otuzuncu Cuma gunu saat be~ raddelerinde 
Baltalimanl 9aym fevkinde Ta~baymnda zuhur ettigi mahall-i mezkurde 9ilek tarlasl 
musteciri Aleko tarafmdan 

2.haber verilen bir maktul cesedinin kim oldugu ve ne suretle katledildigi hakkmda 
polis dairesince cereyan eden tahkikat- ibtidaiyeyi havi eden klraat olundu. 

3.Hlilasa-i meali Almanya'nm Ebstein ~ehri sakinlerinde olup yirmibe~ ya~lannda 
bulunan Gustav Wilhelm Almanya'da bir sene gonullu olarak sliluk-u askeriyede 
istihdam olunduktan sonra hazmet-i askeriyeyi 

4.terk ile Rusya'da Riga ~ehrine giderek bir tacirin yanma girmi~ ve bir muddet sonra 
tacir-i merkumun akgesini sirkat ile firar edip Batum tarikiyle Dersaadete gelmi~ ve 
Derssadette kimesneyi 

5.bilmeyip·yalmz Hlristo Pa~a nammda tamdlgl birisi oldugunu soylemi~ ve uzerinde 
silah gorlilmemi~ ve vapurda tamml~ oldugu Alfred nammda diger bir Almanyah ile 
Beyoglu'nda Beste hotelinde be~ 

6.on gun birlikte kaldlktan ve Konkordiya gazinosunda geceleri kumarda hayli para 
kaybeyledikten ve parasl kalmamak hasebiyle altm kordonuyla saatini satarak ve 
arkada~lyla hesaplanm 

7.gorerek ve arkada~l merum Avrupa'ya gittikten sonra yine u9 be~ gun daha mezkur 
hotelde kalml~ ve hotele olan deynini dahi bade't-tesviye ~ehr-i mezkurun 
yirmiyedinci Sah gtinu mezkur 

8.hotelden 91karak bir daha gitmemi~ ve Cuma gunu saat be~ raddelerinde 
Baltalimam civannda salifU'z-zikr Ta~baymnda almndan urularak maktulen ylizu 
ustli yatmakta oldugu gorlilmu~ 

9.ve uzerinden bir aded cuzdan ile parmagmda bir aded altm yuzuk zuhur eylemi~ ve 
ayagmdaki 9izmelerde 9amur gorlilmemi~ ve yevm-i mezkurun gecesi saat U9 
kararlannda maktulun 

124 



10. bulundugu rnahal civannda Halirn Pa~a orrnam tarafmdan silah sesi i~itildigi 
haber verildigi gibi rnahall-i vakaya gitrni~ olan polis ve jandarrna rnernurlan 
tarafmdan 0 gece yagrnur yagdlgl cihetle bu 

II.rnaktuliin yamba~mda g6riilen yeni ayak izleriniri Halirn Pa~a orrnanma degin 
rniintehi olrnu~ oldugu ve 9arnur olrnak hasebiyle izin gaybubet ettigi ve lede't-tesrih 
beyninde zuhur eden kur~unun 

12.Dersaadette bulunur fi~enk kur~unlanndan olrnadlgl ehl-i hibre tarafmdan haber 
verilrni~ ve Rusya'da sirka etrni~ oldugu paralann rneydana 9lkrnarnasl i9in nefsine 
suikasd edecegine 

13.dair pederine rnektup yazIldlgl pederinin rnahallince zaptettirilen ifadesinden 
anla~Ilrnl~ ve binaenaleyh esbab-l rnucibeye rnebni kendi kendisine suikasd ederek 
kur~un ile kendisini itlaf 

14.ettigi tahakkuk etrni~ ve icab eden hUlasalar bi't-tanzirn iktiza eden rnahalle 
takdirn ve rnaktul rnerkurnun ernanetindeki e~yasl terciirnan vasltaslyle 
kon9ileryasma teslirn klhnrnl~ idiigii ve evrak-l tahkikiyenin 

14.Polis dairesinde hlfzl icab eyledigi hususlanndan ibarettir. 

15.Tedkikat iktiza Eden Mevad 

16.Dzerinden zuhur eden ciizdamndaki evraka rniiracaat edilrnerni~ oldugu gibi 
elbisesinde yutlkhk olup olrnadlgl rnuayene edilrnerni~ ve rnahall-i vaka civarmda 
vesair rnahalde icab eden taharriyat icra ettirilrnerni~ ve rnaktuliin 

17.uzaktan veyahud yakmdan urulrnu~ olduguna dair erbab-l vukufve Rusya'da 
akgesini sirkat eyledigi tacir ile arkada~l Alfred'in rnalurnatlanna rniiracaat 
olunrnarnl~ ve cesedinin ne tarafa rniiteveccih olduguna 

18.ve rnahallinin rnesafesine ve tamdlgl HlriSto Pa~a'nm kirn idiigiine ve Konkordiya 
gazinosunda kurnar oynaYlp oynarnadlgma ve Baturn'dan Dersaadete gelir iken 
pasaportu olup olrnadlgma ve Halirn Pa~a 

18.orrnanmdan bildigi olup olrnadlgma ve rnektup rnevcud rnudur ve pederiyle 
husurneti var rnldlr buralanna dair bir giina tahkikat icra k1lmrnarnl~ ve i~bu 
tahkikatm icrasl ise ehernrn ve elzern bulunrnu~ olrnakla 

19.Beyan-1 hal ictisar kIlmdl.l 14 MaYls 301 

Y.EE. 5/ 104 

EvrakNurnarasl Tarih Mekatib-i Askeriye Nezareti'ne Hususi Tarih-i 
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1.Mekteb-i Harbiye-i Sahane u9iincu sene ~akirdamndan Bagdadh Nuri Efendi'nin 

2.sem'i ecza i9ip miiteessiren vefat etmi~ oldugu mesmu-u ali buyurulmasl uzerine 

3.sebk eden i~ara cevaben varid olup lede'l arz manzur-u ali olan 

4.tezkire-i behiyyelerinde miimaileyhin nefsine suikasd etmesi eser-i alaka oldugu 

5.g5sterilmi~tir. Mustagni-i kayd-l tevzih oldugu uzere iki erkek beyninde mua~aka 

6.~eran ve aklen ve edeben memnu ve mezmum oldugu gibi nefsini itlaf dahi dunya 

7.ahiretge bais-i husran ve dunya ve ahiretge bais-i husran ve ukubet 1 mekatib-i 
askeriye-i ~ahanede 

8.bulunan talebenin vazife-yi asliye ve mukaddesi lede't-tahsil ulum ve fiinun-u 
askeriye 

9.ile veliyunnimet biminnetimiz zat-l hilafet __ efendimiz hazretlerinin nza-yl 
feyz-i 

10.iktiza-Yl mUlukaneleri daire-i necat-l bahiresinde devlet ve memleketlerine 
hidemat-l 

11.husn-u iraz ve SlraSl geldiginde din-u devlet ve metbu-u me~ru ve mukaddeslerin 
ugrunda 

12.feda-Yl can ve cihan eylemek oldugu halde mumaileyhin i~bu vazife-yi asliye 

13.ve mukaddeseden zuhul ederek ve irtikabml tasmim eyledigi fiil-i na-me~rua 

14.sebebini beyan eyledigi halin meziyet-i askeriyyeye bihakkin takdir eden bir akil 
ve dindar 

15.askere asIa yakl~mayacagml dahi du~iinmeyerek camna klymasl ve zar-u diinya 
ve'l ahire diyar-l ademe gitmesi dogrusu 

2. 

16.i~itenlerin cumlesi tarafmdan ni~an-l te~ni ile yad edilecek vukuattandu. 

17.i~te bu vakaYlka vaklf olan sair ~akirdamn mumaileyhin hilaf-l 

18.~er ve akl ve edeb olan ve inkar ve mefahir-i askeriye ile kabil-i tevfik 

19.olmayan bu fiil ve hareketini takbih ile beraber akraba ve miiteallikatlan 
tarafmdan sual 

1 olup bu efali irtikab edenler indellah mesul ve makhur ve abdlinnaSI dahi makduh ve mefur olurlar 
hususiyle 
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20.vukuunda eser-i cehl ve nadam olarak nasllsa kendisini boyle bir ukubete 

21.du~unni.i~ olan muteveffanm namml taayylin ve te~niden ve mekteblerinin 

22.~eref ve itibanm nakisadan muhafazaten a~k ve alaka sozUnu lisanlanna 

23.bile almaYlp mlimaileyhin vefatma illet-i dimagiyesi sebeb oldugunu beyan 

24.edecekleri ~ekk ve ~upheden vareste ise de mamafih ihtiyaten burasmm 

25.bir kere de taraf-l saadetlerinden ~akirdana ihtar ve tefahimi ba irade-i seniye 

26.hazret-i hallakpenahiye teblig olunur. 01 babda 

27.Besim Beyefendi 

Y.PRK.ASK. 44/47 

Makam-l Seraskeriye 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Hususi 

1.Mekteb-i Funun-u Harbiye-i ~ahane u'(Uncu sene ~akirdanmdan Bagdadh Nuri 
Efendi'nin mesmumen vefat ettigi ve tahkikat-Ilazlmeye 

2. te~ebbus olunarak neticesinin bildirilecegi hakkmda mekatib-i askeriye nezaret-i 
behiyesinden varid olan tezkire lizerine keyfiyet 

3. 10 Cemaziyelevvel 305 tarihli tezkire-i hususiye-i acizanemle arz olunmu~tu. Bu 
kerre nezaret-i mu~arun ileyhadan mevrud tezkire 

4. mealine nazaran 01 babda kimesnenin sun ve medhali olmaYlp mlimaileyhin 
kasden amonyak i'(ip kendisin tesmim ettiginin 

5. tahkikat-l vakIa neticesinde tebeyylin eyledigi anla~Ilml~ olmakla muhat-l ilm-u ali 
buyurulmak uzere arZ-1 keyfiyet ibtidar kIlmdl. 01 babda emr-u fennan hazret-i men 
lehu'l-emrindir 

6. Serasker Ali ihsan 3 Cemaziyelahir 305 vel 3 $ubat 303 

Y.PRK.AZJ. 15171 

1. 

intihar etmi~ olan Huseyin Rlza Bey'in mektubunun suretidir. 

$evketlU Kudretli Padi~ahlm Hazretleri 

1.Ge'(en sene Kahire'de bulundugum esnada bir prens vefat etmi~ti. Ertesi gun Nubar 
Pa~a'nm hizmetinde ve kendusinin taht-l imtiyazmda 
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2. bulunan su kumpanyasl mamurlanndan Setrak Efendi nammda bir Ermeni 
vasltaslyla Serdar Hiiseyin MlSlrlI Granoz Pa~a tarafmdan davet olundum. 

3.Ba'de'l-miilakat kullanna hitaben dedigi i~ittigimize gore istanbul'un miisteid 
genc;lerinden imi~siniz. Borcunuzu vermek uzere pederinizden 

4. muntekil hanenizin hissesini satmaga gelmi~siniz size boyle bir mall elden 
C;lkardlgmlzdan dolaYl ecirim eger talimatlmlz vechile gerek burada 

5.ve gerek Londra'da idare-i kalem ve kelam ederseniz senevi yediyiiz lira isterlin 
alabileceginizi Lord Salsburk (Salisbury) namma beyan ederim. 

6. dedi. Kullan gorebilecegim hizmette devlet ve milletime yarar bir~ey olmadlgml 
merkumun daha soze ba~lamasl mukaddemelerinden anladlglmdan 

7. cevaben Kahire'ye gelmekten maksadlm pederimden miintekil hanenin vakfiyet ve 
mUlkiyet meselesini istanbul'da hidiv-i sablkzade Huseyin Pa~a ile 

8. beynimizde hasIl olan ittifak uzerine vakf etmektir. Evlad ve ehibba avdetime 
intizar ederler olmasa bile etmi~ oldugunuz teklifin 

9. tahtmda mutlaka devlet ve milletime _ harekatta bulunmaklIglm iktiza 
edeceginden bunu ise kemal-i derece lanet ve nefretle reddederim kOlelerine 

10. dedigi Kani pa~azade Rlfat Bey Arabi olsaydl ~imdi glpta olunur bir mevkide 
bulunur idi (silik) 

11. Fakat madem ki kabul etmiyorsunuz bu sozlerimiz ke-en-Iem-yekm hukmunde 
kalsm dedi. Cevap bile vermeyerek 9lktIm. 

12. Avdetimde bunu bir vaslta ile atiyye-i ~ahanelerine arz etmek istedim ise de 
belki bir emele mebni soylUyorum mUlahazasma mebni 

l3. maamafih be~ dakika sonra terk-i hayat edecegimden ingilterelUden asIa em in 
olmamalan hakkmda vUkela-Yl saltanat-l seniyelerine ferman 

14. buyurulmasml arz ederim. Baki dunya durdukc;a taht-l ali baht-l ~ahaneniz de 
daim olasmlz efendim. Baki emr-u ferman §evket meab efendimiz hazretlerinindir. 

15. Kullan Huseyin Rlza 

2a 

l.izzetlu kainbiraderim Talat Beyefendiye 

2.i~bu otelin sahibine bir lira vermenizi rica ederim efendim. 

3.Huseyin Rlza 
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4.MakrikoyU Kaimekamhgl canib-i Alisine 

5. Omrumden usandlglmdan intihar ettim. Na~lmm haneme nakli feci bir halin 
mebde-i zuhuru 

6. olacagmdan ba'de'l-muayene defnimi niyaz eylerim efendim. 

7. HUseyin Rlza 

8.Zeyl 

9. Mensub oldugum familya azaSl devlete ve millete pek «ok hizmetlerde bulunmu~ 
ve bulunmakta 

10. olduklanndan yazmaga sermaye arayan bir taklm gazetelerin tenkidatma 
ugratIlmamakhglm hakkmda 

11. sansur memurluguna emr-u irade buyurulmaslru hukumet-i seniyyeden niyaz 
eylerim efendim. 

12. Huseyin Rlza 

2b 

1.Makrikoyu Kaimekamhgl canib-i alilerine 

2. Diger kaimbiraderim u«uncu daire-i belediye mudiri Hacl Ali Beyefendi'den istifa 
olunmak (silik) 

3. uzere naa~lm otelden _____ bulunan ancak bir mecidiyeyi tevdi 
buyurmaruzl 

4. insaniyet namma beyan ederim efendim. Huseyin Rlza 

5. Hidiv-i Sablk ismail Pa~azade 

6.Huseyin Pa~a Hazretlerine 

7. Yirmiyedi sene tasarruftan soma bigayri hakk bir vakfiyet meselesi «lkarlp onbin 
lira eden 

8. bir mulku be~bin liraya indirdiginiz iki sene bor« altmda vekalet ugrunda bizi 
mahv 

9. ve peri~an ettiniz ve vediatullaha ihanet etmekligime sebeb-i mustakil siz 

10. oldunuz. Bilmem vicdaruruz sizi slkmaz ml anlann nazar-l hakareti altmda 
ya~amaktan ise 
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11. nefsimi seyf-i adalet-i ilahiyeye teslimi evla gordfun. Cenab-l Hakk miintekimim 
olsun. 

12. Merhum (silik) Hiiseyin Rlza 

3. 

l.ismetlii zevcem $erife Atiye Hamm Hazretleri 

2. i~bu varakaml aldlkta senin dul yocugumuzun yetim kaldlgml bilesiniz. Ne yare 
kader boyle 

3. imi~ camma suikasdden dolaYl miiteessif isem de boyle yapmak laZlm geldi. 
Dokuz sene 

4. zarfmda size bir giin gosteremedim in~aallah bundan boyle mesud olursunuz 
efendim. 

5. ebediyyen elveda 17 __ 305 

6. Zevciniz __ Hiiseyin Rlza kullan 

7. $efkatli kaimvalidemin kemal-i hurmetle ellerinden ve nur-u 

8. didem Zeyneb __ in gozlerinden ope rim ve bUylidUkye 

9. bana lanet etmemesini aynca niyaz ederim. 22 Z 1306 

Y.PRK.ZB.5/19 

Nezaret-i Zaptiye 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Aded 

I.Dersaadet Franslz postahanesi DirektOrli Fransa cumhuriyeti tebasmdan Mosyo 
Lakomyo Marsilya'ya hareket edecek olan Franslz 

2. Kumpanyasmm Gardinya nam vapuruna diinku gun rakib oldugu halde buglin 
sabahleyin saat bir raddelerinde vapurda 

3. kamarada revolver ile kendi kendisini itlaf eyledigi ve cenazesi elan vapurda 
bulundugl deniz memurlugundan alman jumalden musteban 

4. olmakla maruzdur. 01 babda ve her halde emr-u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-
emrindir.l 4 kanunusani 305 Zaptiye Nazm Kamil 

Y.PRK.B~K. 33/31 
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1. 

YIldlZ SaraY-l Hfunayunu 

Edime'de Edib Pa~a kullanndan Sifre 

l.Mektubi-i vilayet miiteveffa KaZlm Efendi'nin kendisini suya ilka ile mefruken 
vefatl 

2.esbabma dair icra kIlman tedkikatten bir netice-i katiye ve malumat-l slhhiye 
istihsal 

3.edilemeyip vali pa~a hazretlerinin ~iddetli muamelelerinden iirkerek memuriyette 
bekasmdan 

4.iimidsiz kaldlgl ve iki sene ewel iffetsizligi ~ayi olmaslyla yamndan def ettigi 

5.validesinin ahval-i sablkasl sebeb oldugu rivayet edilmekte ise de evrakl arasmda 

6.sebeb-i sahihi me~ar bir~ey zuhur etmemekle hakikat-l halin zahire ylkanlmasl 
mfunkiin olamadlgmm 

7.arzma cUret klhndl. 01 babda/ 21 EylUl309 Yaveran-l hazret-i ~ehriyari Ferik Edib 

2. 

YIldlZ SaraY-l Hiimayunu 

ikinci Ordu-yu Hiimayun Mii~iriyeti Vekaletine Sifre 

1. 18 EylUl309 mektubi-i vilayet Kazlm Efendi'nin bu saate kadar esbab-l intihan 
an1a~llamadlgl maruzdur. 

2. Ferman 18 EylUl 309 Vekil-i mii~ir Mehmed Harndi 

3. 

YIldlZ SaraY-l Hfunayunu 

Edime vilayetinden ~ifre 

1.18 EylUl 309 sabahleyin Ba~kitabet-i celile vasltaslyla arz edildigi iizere mektubi-i 
vilayetin 

2.sebeb-i intihan ak~amdan beru tahkik edilmektedir. Miimaileyh zaten ince fikirli 
birisi olmakla beraber 

3.daima miitefekkir ve sakit bulunur i~iyle me~gul kendi halinde bir adam idi. Bu hali 
icabmca Oteden 

131 



4.beri birader vesair akrabaslyla bile evvel-i kader ihtilat ve hasbihalde bulunmadlgl 
iyin ~u tasavvuru hakkmda 

5.kimseye ser-ri~te vermemi~ oldugu ifadelerinden anla~lldlgl gibi bu ana kadar bir 
giina varakasl da 

6.zuhur etmedi. Bazllanmn rivayatiyle yakl~tlrIlmasma nazaran ailesince bir halin 
zihnine dokunmasl 

7.uzerine buna tasaddi eylemi~ oldugu ihtimali agleb goruldugu ve tedkikate devam 
edilmekte olduguna 

8.bu babda bir malumat ahndlgl anda arzma musaraat kllmacagl maruzdur. Edime 
valisi Abdurrahman 18 EylUl 309 

4. 

YlldlZ SaraY-l Humayunu 

Edime'de Edib Pa~a kullanndan ~ifre 

1.Muteveffa Kazlm Efendi 'nin otuz be~ ya~mda ve an-asl Edimeli olarak seksen yedi 
tarihinde 

2.rusumat ve seksen dokuzda mektubi-i vilayet kalemine dahil_ kat-l meratib 
iderek geyen sene 

3.mektupc;uluga nail olmu~ ve kendusini suya ilka eylemesi esbablmn anla~llmasic;un 
tahkikate devam olunmakta 

4.ise dehenfiz malumat- mevsuka ahz idUlememi~ oldugunun cevaben arzma cur'et 
kllmdl. Ferman 

5.Yaveran-l hazret-i Padi~ahiden Ferik Edib 18 EylUl309 

5. 

YlldlZ SaraY-l Hfimayunu 

Edime'de Edib Pa~a kullanndan ~ifre 

I.Cenab-l Hakk velinimet-i biminnetmiz ~evket-meab efendimiz hazretlerine 
tukenmez omurler ihsan 

2.ve slhhat ve afiyet-i humayunlanm daim ve ber-devam buyursun. Amin. Birkay 
giinden beri i~i 

3.ba~mda fakat magmum ve mahcub bir halde gorUlen ve fltraten sukuti me~reb olan 
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4.Edime vilayeti mektup9usu KaZlm Efendi'nin dUn ak~am ayagmdan ipte bir agaca 

5.bagh olarak Tunca nehrinde mUntehiren ve mefruken vefat eyledigi ve sebeb-i 
intihan 

6.lazlm-ii't-tahkik olmakla diiriist tedkik bulundugu maruzdur. 01 babda 118 Eyliil 
309 

7.Yaveran-1 hazret-i ~ehriyari Ferik Edib 

Y.PRK.ZB.12/101 

1. 

Nezaret-i Zaptiye 

I.Sultan Bayezlt civannda Emin Bey mahallesinde be~ numarah hanede mukim bab-l 
Seraskeri ikinci levazlm ~ubesi Ba~katibi Hiisnii Efendi 

2.Bugiin sabahleyin hanesinde revolver ile intihar ettigi haber almarak derhal 
tahkikat-i lazlmeye bi'l-ibtidar miimaileyhin 

3.sebeb-i intihan ~imdi memleketinde bulunan kalem odaclSl Ahmed'in miibtela 
oldugu frengi illet-i miidhi~esinin kendisine sirayet etmesinden 

4.ve 9are-i tedavi bulamamasmdan miitehassil meyus oldugu kendi hatt-l destiyle 
muharrer bulunan ve bir sureti leffen arz ve takdim kllman 

5. vasiyetnamesinden miistefar olmu~ ise de ihityaten zabltaca tamik-i tahkikata 
devam edildigi beraY-l malumat-l maruzdur. 

6.01 babda emr-ii ferrnan hazret-i men lehii'l-emrindir.l 15 ~ubat1309 

Zaptiye NaZlfl ibrahim 

2. 

Nezaret-i Zaptiye 

Vasiyetname Suretidir. 

I.Ya Garur 

Bu odacl evvelce memleketine 
gitmi~tir. 

2.Hayli zamandlr miibtela oldugum hastahgm 9aresi bulunamadlgmdan meyusen bu 
fiile cUret olundu. Mamafih frengi illetine miibtela 

3.o1dugu evvelce tebeyyUn eden dairenin riyaset odaclsl Ahmed nammdaki odacldan 
sirayet etmi~ bir derd-i mii~kil olmasl 
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4.melhuz-u kavidir . <;unki odanm su bardagl ve destisi merkumun hlfzmda idi. Hayf 
sad hayfki otuzbe~ 

5.seneden ziyade muddet saltant-l seniyyeye hizmet edip de ahir omrumde boyle tab­
I fasid sahibi bir odacmm mazuru oldum. 

6.mezar kenannda blrakml~ oldugum uC; nefer c;ocuklanmm ve ayalimin katil-i 
manevisi olan merktimu adalet-i huktimet-i blrakarak 

7.bikes kalan evlad ve ayalim kullanm evvel inayet-i ilahiye saniyen butUn cihana 
~amil olan merhamet-i ~ehriyariye tevdi 

8.eyledim. Cenab-l Hakk cumleyi benim gibi ibtiladan masun buyursun. Bu fakiri 
dahl afv ve magfiret buyurmasl duasml ihvan-l 

9.dinden rica ederim. Elveda Husnli 

10.Bu kagldm kuaat olunmasl c;ocuklara bakllmaslbi'l muayene bir giina 

11.Alaim-i i~tibah varsa esbabma serian tedavi ettirilmesi cenazemizin 

12.ya Eyup yahut Uskudar'da Haci HafIz Efendi merhumun yanma defnedilmesi 

13.Bendeniz boyle bir illet sirayet edecek mahallere omrumde gitmemi~ oldugum 
gibi yirmi senedir yalmz Bab-l Seraskeri'ye 

14.muddet-i devamlmda kapldan eve evden kaplya gidip hatta misafirlige bile 
gittigim nadirdir. Binaenaleyh 

15.bu odacldan sirayetinde ~iiphe yoktur. Tedavi eden etibba bir muddet di~ hastahgl 

16.diyerek ona gore tedavi ile beni bu hale koydular. 

Y.PRK.ZB. 13/65 

Zaptiye Nezareti 

2.KIslm 

l.Galata'da madam Mari'nin otelinde beytuteteden italyah Krubiti'nin diin mecruhen 
vefat ettigi gorulmu~ 

2. ve bi't-taharri uzerinde zuhur eden { ya~amak mtimkun olmadlgmdan kendimi 
urdum} ibaresini havi 

3. bulunan bir varakadan muntehiren vefat vuku buldugu anla~Ilarak zabltaca tahkik­
i esbabma ve ke~f 
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4. ve muayenesinin icrasla ibtidar edilmi~ oldugu maruzdur. 01 babda emr-ii ferman 
hazret-i men lehii'l-emrindir. 

5. Zaptiye Nazm ibrahim 27 Temmuz 310 

Y.PRK.ZB. 15/92 

Beyoglu Mutasarnfhgl 
Aded 

2.KISlm 

I.Bu sabah ~i~li' de tabanca ile mecruhen vefat ettigi haber alman ismi mechul bir 
Hlfistiyanm iizerinden 

2.zuhur eden evrak ve bazl delalete nazaran merkum Tarabya'da sakin Simon 
nammda bir ~ahls olup 

3. zaruretten intihar eyledigi anla~Ilmakla muayenesi bi'l-icra na~l Rum mezarhgma 
kaldmldlgl maruz-u memlukanemizdir. 

4. Kullan Hasan 12 MaYIs 311 

Y.PRK.E~A. 22/35 

I.Berlin Sefaret-i Seniyelerinden ~ifre 

2. Cenab-l Hayy miitteal omr-ii afiyet cihan kIymet miiliikaneyi mezdad buyursun. 
Amin. Sefaret-i seniyye ba~ katibi AsafBey 

3. bagtaten aklma tari olan hiffet saikaslyle intihar ettiginden burada bikes kalan 
zevce ve iki yetiminin Dersaadetteki 

4. ailesi nezdine iadeleri i9iin iktiza eden mesarifin me~mul_ bulunan itaf-l celile-i 
hazret-i veli nimet-i 

5. azamiden inayet ve ihsan buyurulmasl miisterhemdir. 01 babda /3 Agustos 95 
Tevfik 

Y.PRK.~H. 7/86 

2. 
Adalar Kazasl 
Tahrirat Kalemi 
Aded 93 

Huzur-u ali-yi hazret-i emanetpenahiye 

I.Devletlii Efendim hazretleri 
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2.~ehr-i halin i~bu onaltmcl Cuma gecesi saat yedi raddelerinde Buyiikada'da MlSlrh 
Mehmed Ali Pa~a'nm konagmda ikamet eden 

3.izzet Pa~a'mn kebir kerimesi NazlmeHamm'm revolverle kendisini cerh eyledigi 
haber verilmesi uzerine zablta ve polis memurlan ile 

4.Belediye ve memleket etibbasmdan Doktor Do Nasi'yi azimetle tahkikata bi'l­
ibtidar takriben UC; buc;uk dort raddelerinde 

5.ve hane halkmm uykuda oldugu bir slrada i~itilen bir tabanca sadasmdan bidar ile 
i~ittikleri inilti tizerine 

6.Hamm mUmaileyhanm yatak odasma gittiklerinde halet-i nez'de bulduklanm ve 
yam ba~mda bir revolver ile yazlhane uzerinde de 

7.Franslzca bir mektup bulunarak bi'l-klrae meyusane omUr sfumekten usanml~ 
oldugundan dUnku Penc~enbe istanbul'a azimetle 

8.Mehmed Ali Pa~a'nm hanesinden ele gec;irdigi tabancaYl hayat-l musteanna hatime 
vedigi i~ar olunmu~ ve hic;bir lakIrdl soylemeksizin 

9.vefat eyledigi ifadat-l varakadadu. Ve kur~unun kalbi tizerinden duhul ve arkadan 
huruc ederek tesirle vefat 

1 O.etmi~ oldugu etibbamn muayenesinden anla~llml~ ve Mehmed Ali Pa~a c;end gun 
evvel MlSlr'a gitmi~ oldugundan keyfiyet Dersaadet'e 

11.bulunan Kamil Pa~a'ya i~ar klhnml~ oldugundan arzve beyana cUret kllmdl. Emr­
u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir. 

26 Zilhicce 314/ve 6 MaYls 313 

Adalar kaymakaml 

3. 

~ehremaneti 

1.Fuad Pa~a hafidi izzet Pa~a'mn buyiik kerimesi Nazlme Hammm dun gece suret-i 

2.intiharmm tafsilatma dair Adalar kaymakamhgmdan alman tahrirat leffen arz ve 
takdim 

3.klhnml~ olmakla 01 babda emr-u ferman hazret-i veliyyii'l- emrinidr. 

26 Zilhicce 3141 ve 16 MaYls 313 

~ehremini 
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2. (Telgraf) 

Mabeyn-i Hiimayun Ba~kitabet Celilesine 

1.Cenab-1 Hakk eyam-Iomr ve ikbal-i hazret-i muliikaneyi muzdad ve feravan 
buyursun. Emin Fuad Pa~a 

2.hafidi izzet Pa~a'nm bUyiik kerimesi Nazlme Hamm bu gece Buyiikada'da intihar 
eylemi~ oldugundan 

3.muteveffanm adada islam kabristam olmak uzere tefrik olunan mahalle defni iyun 
irade-i 

4.seniyye-i hazret-i padi~ahinin Adalar kaymakamma tebligi istirham olunur 

16 MaYls 313 

~ura-YI Devlet 

Azasmdan merhum 

Kamil 

Y.PRK.B~K. 54/92 

I.Girid Kumandanhgl Canib-i (silik) 

2.Vanturah Mehmed Bey'in kerimesini kendi muvafakatlyle ve izdivay niyetiyle 
kaylrdlktan sonra kIzm ebeveyni _ 

3.mezbure-i hanelerine (silik) (silik) izdivacma mani olmalanndan ve benaberin 
kendisinin de be~inci ordu-yu hiimayun-u 

4.azaml taraf-l devletlerinin emir vermesinden dolaYl intihara bi't-tasaddi (silik) 
mecruh oldugu halde tahlis 

5.edilen yiizba~l Rlza Efendi'nin ordu-yu mezkure azammda sarf-l nazar beraber 
klzm e beveyni ikna 

6.ve irza klhnarak 

7.ve hallerine miinasib dugiin masraflan da nam-l hazret-i padi~ahiden olmak uzere 
taraf-l fehimanelerinden if a buyurularak Cenab-l Hakk'm emri 

8. __ sunnet-i seniyyeleri uzere mezbure muma ileyh Rlza Efendi tenkih ve tezviy 
edildikten sonra Dersaadette 
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9.istihdam olunmak i9un haremiyle mean mumaileyh Rlza Efendi'nin Dersaadete 
lzaml __ 

1 D.olan irade-i atlfet hazret-i iktiza-YI aliyesinden -- -- --

11.26 Te~rinievve1313 

Y.PRK.ZB. 22/50 

Zaptiye Nezareti 
373 

1.<;ifteler hara-YI humayununda aramsaz __ aiaYI zabitanmdan miilazlm Ali 
Efendi'nin ~ehr-i hal-i Ruminin onbe~inci 

2. Pazartesi gecesi k1~lada revolver ile intihar eyledigi Hudavendigar vilayeti Polis 
komiserliginden ba tahrirat bildirildigi maruzdur. 

3. 01 babda emr-u fennan hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir. /29 Mart 315 Zaptiye NaZlfl 

Y.PRK.ASK. 169/96 

Makam-l Seraskeriye 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Hususi 

I.Hassa ordu-yu humayuna mensub ikinci alaym u9Uncu taburunun dorduncu boliigu 
efradmdan Mustafa bin Hasan'm 

2. daire-i askeriye hastahanesinde taht-l tedavide iken bugun saat u9 raddelerinde 
mezkur hastahanenin 

3. ust kat helalanmn aralIk penceresinden intihar kasdlyla kendisini atarak 
muteessiren vefat eyledigi hastahane-i 

4. mezkur etibbasl tarafmdan verilip ordu-yu mezkur mu~iriyet-i celilesinden irasl 
olunan rapor mealinden musteban olmu~ 

5. olmakla muhat-l ilm-u ali buyurulmak uzere arZ-1 malumata ibtidar kllIndl. 01 
babda emr-u fennan efendim hazretlerinindir. 

6. Serasker Rlza 

Y.MTV.246/33 

1. 

Makam-l Seraskeriye 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Hususi 

4 Safer 319 ve / 9 Mayls 317 
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1._ taburunun ikinci boliigii efradmdan <;amurlu karyeli Mustafa bin Hiiseyin'in 
intihannm 

2. etmi~ ve nizamiye onyedinci alaymm muzlka boliigii efradmdan Mehmed'in refiki 
Tahsin'i katl 

3. eylemi~ olduguna dair yaver-i ekrem hazret-i ~ehriyari Mii~ir Ahmed Rii~dii Pa~a 
hazretlerinden alman 

4. telgrafnamenin sureti leffen arz ve takdim klhnml~ ve muhakematl dairesine tevdi­
i keyfiyet edilmi~ 

5. olmakla 01 babda emr-ii ferman hazret-i men lehii'l-emrindir.l 12 Rebiyulevvel 
321 vel 4 Haziran 319 Serasker Rlza 

2. 

Makam-l Seraskeriye 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Hususi 

1.Sulla (Sille) taburunun ikinci boliigii efradmdan <;amurlu karyeli Mustafa bin 
Hiiseyin'in bugiin kendisini 

2. mavzer kur~unuyla cerh ederek miiteessiren vefat ettigi ve nizamiye on yedinci 
alay muzlka 

3. efradmdan Mehmed'in dahi kendisine tasallut klyam eden refiki Tahsin'i balta ile 
katleyledigi ipek'de 

4. yaverari-l hazret-i ~ehriyariden Ferik NasIr Pa~a hazretleri tarafmdan bi't-telgraf 
bildirilmekle 

5. arZ-1 alum at olunur. 21 Ra l321 

Y.PRK.ASK.210/102 

Ba~kitabete Edime'de hademe feriki ~akir Pa~a kullanndan ~ifre 

1.Palas-1 slmf-l evvel rediftaburu miilazlmlanndan Sadlk Efendi'nin bu gece saat 
be~ buc;uk 

2. raddelerinde Pa~makali'de asakir-i ~ahane kalesinde revolverle intihar eyledigi 
Giimiilcine 

3. mutasarnfhgmdan verilenjumal iizerien maruzdur. Ferman 

4. Ferik ~akir 24 ~evval 321 vel l3 Kanunuevvel 319 
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Y.PRK.ZB.33177 

Beyoglu Mutasamfllgl 
Aded 
1600 

I.Rusya sefareti terciiman muavini _ Pir efendinin oglu sefaret-i mli~arunileyhaya 
mensub Leon Pir 

2. saika-YI sevda ile intihar maksadlyla bugun Beyoglu'nda teba-YI Yunaniye'den 
Madam Kize'nin 

3.hanesinde revolver ile sag memesi altmdan kendisini cerh eyledigi ve icra-YI 
tedavisine sefaretye 

4. muba~eret olundugu maruzdur. 01 babda emr-u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l 
emrindir. 

5.Beyoglu Mutasarnfl 29 Kanunuevvel 319 

Y.PRK.ASK. 239/81 

I.Ba~kitabete Musul vilayetinden ~ifre 

2.10 Mayls 322 ~ifre-i telgrafiyyeye zeyldir. Ferik Vacid Pa~a'nm nahiye-i 
cebhiyesine 
kur~un slkmak suretiyle intihar eyledigi ve kable'l-vefat bir kay gun mutemadiyen 
hastahgmdan 

3.bahsederek meyus bir halde bulundugu Revandez'de bulunan Kerkiik mutasamfl 
Salim 

4.Pa~a tarafmdan esbabl tebligi olunan 01 babdaki zabltname miindericatiyle i~arat-l 

5.vakIadan anla~Ilml~t1r. Merhumun hatt-l destiyle zuhur eden vasiyetnamesini havi 

6.01arak mutasamf-l mumaileyhden mevrud ~ifreli telgrafname sureti dahi zirde 
naklen arz olunur. Ferman. 1 Rebiyulahir 322 ve / 11 MaYls 322 

7.Musul valisi ~ 
Mustafa 

8.Suret 

9.Muteveffa Ferik Vacid Pa~a'nm odasl derununda hatt-l destiyle zuhur eden 

10.varakamn sureti ber vech-i ati arz olunur. 'Padi~ahlm zalim mu~ir Abdullah 
Pa~a'nm 

l1.ugruna bu Sadlk Vacid kulun feda oldu. Arkada~lanma veda ve tekmil-i e~ya 
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12.ve akyemin yocuklanma itasml Salim Pa~a hazretlerinden istirham eylerim.' 

13.01 babda 

14.Bir sureti izzet Pa~a hazretlerine verildigi maruzdur. Ferman 112 MaYls 322 
Kullan ASlm 

Y.A BUS. 502/160 

1. 
Bab-l Ali 
Daire-i Sadaret 
_ Divan-l HUmayun 
722 

I.Cenab-1 hakk eyyam-l emr ve afiyet hazret-i hallak penahiyi mUzdad buyursun. 
Hudud-u iraniye memur heyeti tahkikiye reisi Ferik Vacid Pa~a'mn 

2.DUn sabah mUntehiren vefat eyledigi Revandiz'de bulunan KerkUk mutasamfl 
tarafmdan bildirildigine dair Musul vilayetinden alman telgrafname suretinin 

3.genderildigini ve sebeb-i intihanmn tahkik ve ibnaslluzumu cevaben vilayet-i 
mu~arunileyhaya yazlldlgmdan bu cihete aid almacak malumatm dahi 

4.bildirilecegini mutezammm Dahiliye Nezaret-i celilesinden alman tezkere-yi 
melfufuyla beraber takdim klhndl. Hududa aid ihtilafm bi'l-muzakere tedkik 

5.ve halli zlmmnda iran devleti tarafmdan Berlin sefiri Mahmud Han birkay refikiyle 
beraber memur tayin olunup kendileri yend giine kadar Sevaybulaga gelecekleri 

6.ve saltanat-l seniyye namma mudafa-Yl hukuk edecek bir birinci komiserin 
viicuduna liizum-u kavi bulundugu cihetle muteveffa-YI mu~ariin ileyhin yerine 

7.bir munasibinin tayini vabeste-i ferman-l ali bulunma..\ ve keyfiyet taraf-l vala-YI 
seraskeriyeye yazIlml~t1r efendim.l 28 Rebiyulevvel 3241 9 MaYls 322 

2. 
Bab-l Ali 
Daire-i umur-u dahiliye 

I.Musul Vilayetinden alman telgrafname suretidir. 

2.Cenab-1 Hakk emr ve afiyet cihan klymet hazret-i hallakpenahiyi muzdad 
buyursun. Amin. Hudud-u iraniye memur heyet-i tahkikiye 

3.reisi ferik Vacid pa~a bu sabah dert buyukta muntehiren vefat eyledigi 
Revandez'de bulunan Kerkuk 

4.mutasamfmm i~an uzerine maruzdur. Fermanl8 MaYls 322 
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3. 
Bab-l Ali 
Daire-i Umur-u Dahiliye 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Aded 1096 

l.Huzur-u Ali-yi Hazret-i Sadaret penahiye 

2.Maruz-u <;aker kemineleridir ki 

3.Cenab-1 Hakk eyyam-l omr ve afiyet hazret-i hallakpenahiyi mUzdad buyursun. 
Hudud-u iraniye memur heyet-i tahkikiye reisi Ferik Vacid Pa~a'nm dUn sabah 

4.miintehiren vefat eyledigi Revandez'de bulunan Kerkiik mutasarnfl tarafmdan 
bildirildigine dair Musul vilayetinden alman telgrafname sureti leffen 

5.takdim kIlmdl. Merhum mii~ariinileh ne sebeple intihar etmi~tir evvelce hastahk 
ge9irmi~ midir iizerinde sebeb-i intihanm gosterir evrak zuhur 

6.etmi~ midir. Buralannm bi't-tahkik ibnasl vilayet-i mii~ariin ileyhaya yazIldlgmdan 
almacak cevabm dahi arz ve i~an tabii bulunmu~tur. 01 babda 

7.emr-ii ferman hazret-i veliyyii'l-emrindir.l 28 Rebiyulevvel 324 Ive 9 MaYls 322 

8.Nazlr-1 Umur-u Dahiliye 

DH.EUM.THR.5/8 

1.Emniyet-i Umumiye Miidiiriyeti'ne 

2.Cuma gecesi Uskiidar Ayazma'da A9lk Tiirbe'de sakin mekteb-i Tlbbiye AlaYI 
emini YusufBey'in kerime-i __ ikbali esbab-l mechuleye binaen 

3.ve intihar kasdlyla kendisini kuyuya atarak tahlis edildigi ve lede't-tahkik sebeb-i 
intihan bir tesir ve __ mebni olmayarak ancak kendisinde 

4.hissettigi i9 slkmtlsl ve hiddet oldugunu ve kendisine hi9bir suretle tasaddi ve 
tasallut vuku bulmadlgml beyan eylemi~ ve vakamn tesirat-l 

5.asabiyeden ileri geldigi ~u suretle anla~llml~ idiigii beraY-I malum at arz olunur 
efendim/6 Cemaziyelevve1325 

6.Uskiidar Polis Miidiirii 
Hamdi 

7.Bir tarafa i~ara mahal gOriilemediginden evrak da hIfzl 
Emniyet-i Umumi Tahrirat Miidiirii 
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Y.PRK.AZN.25/10 

1. 

l.Diyonis bu sabah Zaptiye nezaretinden celb edilmi~ ve tahkikat-l ibtida ile 
evrakmda me~hud 

2. olan nevaklsl ikmal-i sadrinde merkumun bazl ~uhud ile muvacehesi icra 
edildikten 

3. sonra yine mahfuzen nezaret-i mu~arun ileyha tevkifhanesine iade ve isra 
kendisini Dersaadet'te 

4. daha bazl tamyanlar oldugu ifadesinden anla~tlmaslyla tamamen taayylin-u 
huviyeti emrinde 

5. onlann dahi bu Pen9~enbe gunu izamlan zlmmnda Beyoglu mutasamfhgma 
tekiden tebligat 

6. if a ktlmml~t!r. ~u kadar ki Diyonis evvelce taraf-l memlukanemizden li-ec1i'l­
isticvab 

7. celb ve Be~ikta~ zabltasma iade edilmi~ iken orada mevkuf kaldlgl U9 

8. gece zarfmda ekmek yememek ve su i9memek misillU tagdiyeden imtina ettigi 
lisan tercUmanhgl 

9. iyin zablta-Yl mezkureden getirtilmi~ olan Komiser ibrahim Efendi'nin ifadesinden 

10. nUmayan olarak sebebi kendisinden istiknah edildikte mevkufiyetinin temadi 
etmekte 

11. ve bir90k aylar sonra tahkikata muba~eret klhnmakta olmasmdan na~i Pire'de 
blrakt!gl 

12. alt! nefer evldmm fakr ve sefalete ve kendisinin yes ve rutura dU9ar olduunu 

13. ve her ne suretle olursa olsun on gline kadar i~ine bir netice verilmedigi takdirde 

14. nefsini kUlliyyen ekl ve ~urbdan men ile bu suretle intihara katiyyen karar 
verdigini ifade 

15. etmesiyle taraf-l memlukanemizden tahkikatm sUratle if a klhnmakta oldugu ve 
her --

16. beyan ettigi surette temadiyen mevkufiyetine muhal bir aklamakla beraber if~aat 
ve beyanatmm 

17. derece ve mahiyetine gore mazhar-l taltif-i ali-yi hazretten mimet-i azaml 
olacagml ve ~evket-meab 
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18. ve merahim nisab efendimiz hazretlerinin afv ve atIfet ve cihannimet 
miiliikanesinin hUtun aleme 

19. ~amil bulundugu guzelce tefhim ve itiraf-l hakikat ettigi halde zaten tahkikatm 

2. 

20. tevsi ve tamikine lUzum klamyacagmdan tahkikatm bitmesiyle de ne olmak icab 
edecek ise 

21. i~ine bir an evvel karar verilebileceginden binaenaleyh tesri-i tahkikatte kendi 
elinde 

22. oldugu teblig edilmi~ ise de hiybir ~ey bilmedigini ve Panayot Gode Nammda 
Galata'da 

23. Yanya otelini isticar ve idare edip hakikatte zabltanm bir sivil memuru bulunan 

24. zattan uyyUz kuru~ maa~ mukabilinde zabltaya hizmet ve arZ-l sadakat ettigi 

25. cihetle mumaileyhin celbiyle ahvali hakkmda malumat almmaslm ifade etti. 

26. Ahval-i maruzaya nazaran gerek Panayot Gode'nin celbi ve gerek daha bazl 

27. kisenin isti~hadl zlmmnda kullan Peny~enbe gunuelmek uzere ~imdi mufareket 
etmekte 

28. ise de merkum Diyonis'in ahval-i meyusanesine ve intihara karar vererek 

29. fikrini icra zlmmnda gfinlerce ay ve susuz kalmagl ihtiyar ve bu hususta lsrar 

30. etmesine ragmen Bab-l Zaptiye tevkifhanesinde bulundugu muddetye oyle bir 
hale meydan kalmamak 

31. uzere bir ehemmiyet-i mahsusa ile dikkat ve nezaret altmda tutulmasl hususunda 
iktifa edenlere 

32. emr ve tebligi _ rey-i aliyeleri 01 babda ve katiyyen ahvalde emr-u ferman 
hazret-i veliyyfi'l emr 

33. efendimizindir.l 3 Eylu1323 

Abd-i Miilukaneleri 
Dersaadet istinafMudde-i Umumisi 
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DH.EUM.THR. 21122 

istanbul Polis Miidiirliigii 
Tahrirat Kalemi 
Aded 
834 

I.Emniyet-i Umumiye Miidiiriyeti'ne 

2.Efendim 

3. __ da Yol sokakta iiy numarah hanede mukim Adliye istinaf __ 
ketebesindenNuri Bey'in mahdumu Remzi Bey'in mezkur hanede 

4. yuval baglamaga mahsus bir iple salben intihar eyledigi ve tahkikat-l vaka 
neticesinde maslubun katl ve itlaf edidldigine me~ar hiybir emare goriilemeyip oda 

5. derununda maslubun hatt-l desti oldugu pederi tarafmdan tasdik edilen bir 
varakada " uzun zaman temadi eden rahatslzhgmdan meyusen 

6. intihar ettigi" muharrer olmasma mebni i~bu Remzi Bey'in nefsine suikasd 
eyledigi miieyyid bulundugu cihetle defnine ruhsat verildigi varid olan rapor 
m iitalaasmdan 

7. anla~Ilmakla arZ-l malumat olunur efendim.l 17 Rabiyuleahir 1327 vel 18 Te~rin-i 
Sani 1325 

8.Polis Miidiirii namma 
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DH.EUM.THR. 6/19 

istanbul Polis Mudurlugu 
Tahrirat Kalemi 
Aded 
282 

1.Emniyet-i Umumiye Muduriyetine 

2.Efendim 

3.Ayastefanos'ta Kasap Panayot'un hanesinde musteciren mukim Selanikli Mustafa 
Mutu~ Efendi'nin intihara tasaddi edip agzmdan 

4.revolverle mecruh olduguna taalluk eden vakadan dolaYllede't-tahkik zevcesinin 
namusu hakkmda hasIl eyledigi bir ~uphe tizerine 

5.01 vechile nefsine suikasd etmeyi tasavvur ettigi anla~Ilml~ olmakla beraber mecruh 
muteallikatmdan Haseki hastahanesi cerrahi 

6.doktoru Bahri Muhlis Efendi tarafmdan Franslz Hastahanesine tevdi edilmi~ ve 
alet-i intihar olan revolver de zaptedilmi~ bulundugu beraY-l malumat arz olunur 
efendim.l16 Eyltil 325 

7.istanbul Polis Mudurti 

DH.EUM.THR. 19/9 

Htilasa 
Kandilli'de Kiksiboni kadmm intihanna dair 

l.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Alilerine 

2.Kandilli'de sakin muteveffa eczaCl Vasilaki'nin zevcesi elli be~ ya~mda 

3.Kiksiboni kadmm mubtela oldugu illet-i asabiyenin 

4.i~tidadlyla ~ehr-i hal-i Rumi'nin ikinci gtinu hanesi derunundaki 

5.kuyuya kendisini ilka suretiyle intihar ettigi 

6.Uskudar Polis Mudfuiyetinin i~anna atfen istanbul Polis mudurtinun 

7.ba tezkere vermi~ malumat uzerine maruzdur. 13 Z 1327 
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DH.EUM.THR.48/19 

istanbul Polis MiidiirlUgli 
Tahrirat Kalerni 
411187 

I.Ernniyet-i Urnurniye Mlidliriyeti 'ne 

intihar kasdlyla kendisini denize 
atrnl~ ve tahlis edilrni~ olan 
y i.izba~l Ahmed ~ernseddin 

hakkmdadu 

2.~ehr-i halin onbe~inci Pazar giinli saat liy buyuk raddelerinde Kabata~ iskelesinden 
koprUye ylkrnak lizere Abdullah isrninde birinin sandalma rakib olan 

3.Sogukye~rne Rii~diye-i askeriyesi resirn rnuallirni YUzba~l Ahmed ~ernseddin 
Efendi'nin intihar kasdlyla kendisini denize atrnl~ ise de tahlisi ve Dersaadet 
kurnandanhgma 

4.irsal olundugu deniz rnerkez rnernurlugundan i~ar kllmrnakla beraY-l rnalurnat arz 
olunur'!17 Agustos 326 

5.istanbul Polis MlidiirU 

DH.EUM.THR. 49/2 

istanbul Polis MlidlirlUgli 
Tahrirat Kalerni 
Aded 
4/1234 

l.Ernniyet-i Urnurniye Mlidiiriyeti'ne 

2.Heybeliada'da ikarnet eden Harputlu renyber Memo ile rnekteb-i Bahriye 
in~aatmda yah~an rnarangoz <;engelkoylli Mehmed Ali'nin yek digerini 
katledyledikleri cihetiyle 

3.tahkikat ve ke~fiyat icrasl zlrnmnda rnernurin-i adliye ile tabib-i azarnl Adalar 
kayrnakarnl ile polis korniseri tarafmdan ba telgrafnarne bildirilrni~ ve icabl icra 
olunrnu~tu. Ahiren 

4.rnezkur korniserlikten varid olan rnUzekkirede rnerkurnandan Memo Mehmed 
Ali'nin ba~kalanyla gorU~lip konu~tugunu klskanarak blyakla cerh ve katl ile 
kendisinin de 

5.blyakla intihar eylediginin anla~llarak definlerine ruhsat verildigi bildirilrnekle 
beray-i rnalurnat arz olunur. 

6.24 Agustos326 

7.istanbul Polis MiidlirU, 
Muavini 
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DH.EUM. VRK. 4118 

istanbul Polis Miidiirliigii 
Tahrirat Kalemi 
Efendi'nin 
Aded 4/1263 
cerh 

1.Emniyet-i umumiye Miidiiriyeti'ne 

'Hiilasa' 
Miicellid Bahaeddin 

intihar kasdlyla kendisini 

eyledigine dair 

2.Sehr-i halin yirmi yedinci giinii Bayezld'da miicellid Bahaeddin Efendi'nin misafir 
bulundugu kainpederinin KumkapI'daki hanesinden sabahleyin yatagmdan kalkarak 
yalmz kaldlgl 

3.slrada tiitiin tenekesinin kapaglyla ve intihar kasdlyla kendisini tehlikeli surette 
bogazmdan cerh ettigi ve bir sedyeye ved'an Cerrahpa~a hastahanesine gonderildigi 
ve sebebi de 

4.zarurete miinbais oldugunun tahkik kIhndlkta Kumkapi merkez memurlugundan 
i~ar kIhnmakla beraY-I malumat arz olunur. 31 Agustos326 

5.Miidiir Muavini 

DH.EUM.VRK.4/25 

istanbul Polis Miidiirliigii 
bulunan 
Tahrirat Kalemi 
Aded 1259 

1.Emniyet-i Umumiye Miidiiriyeti'ne, 

intihar te~ebbiisiinde 

Aristidi hakkmdadlr. 

2.Sehr-i halin yiribe~inci giinii kopriiden hareket eden Kadlkoyii vapuru 
yolculanndan Bayezld'da Bat pazannda cami hamnda terzilik ile me~gul 

3.Aristidi Saraybumu'nda kendisini denize atml~ ise de 0 slfada mahall-i mezkurdan 
sandal ile ge<;mekte olan Haleb vapuru <;ark<;lSl Yusufve eczaCI Frankul 

4.efendiler tarafmdan kurtanldlgl ve lede'l-isticvab <;ar~lda haslf ticaretiyle mii~tagil 
biraderleri Eknifon ve ahalide matlubu olan kIrk liraYI ahze muvaffak 

5.olamadlgmdan dolaYI intihar kasdmda bulundugunu ifade etmi~ ise de ahiren 
tesbit-i vakamn hastahgmdan miinbais oldugu anla~llmaslyla beraY-I tedavi Rum 

6.Hastahanesine gonderildigi Ayasofya merkez memurluguna i~ar klhnmakla beraY-I 
malumat arz olunur.l30 Agustos 3261 

7.istanbul Polis Miidiirii 
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DH.EUM.VRK.7/15 

(Telgrat) 

1.istanbul Polis MudUriyeti 'ne, 

2.Buyiikada'da mukim italya tebasmdan ve erbab-l asakirden bugiin 

3.saat dortte c;akl ile hanc;eresini kesmek suretiyle intihara tasaddi eyledigi 

4.ve belediye tabibi tarafmdan __ fenniye icra edilmi~ ise de hayatI tehlikede 
bulundugu 

5.cihetle konsoloshanesine itasl malumat buyurulmasl maruzdur. Ferman 

6.3 Kanun-u sanisi 326 

7.Ada komiseri Niyazi 

8.Muduriyet 8/3751 

9.Hususun malumatla icra-YI icabl maruzda siyaken Emniyet-i Umumiye 
Muduriyeti'ne takdim olunur. 
Mudur 

DH.EUM.EMN.26/14 

Ankara Vilayeti 
Tahrirat kalemi 
14151 Umumi 
233 Hususi 

1.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine 

2.Devletlu Efendim Hazretleri 

Hiilasa 
Sungurlulu Himmet oglu Ali onba~mm 
zevcesini ihnaken itlaf ve kendisini de 
tesmim eyledigine dair malumatl havi 

3.~ehr-i hal-i Rumi'nin ikinci Penc~enbe gecesi Sungurlu kasabasmm Bala 
mahallesinden Himmet oglu Ali onba~mm zevcesi Satl'YI aralarmda 

4.zuhur eden munazaa neticesi olarak ba~ma sardlgl sank ile bi'l-ihnak itlafve Slc;an 
otu tabir olunan madde-i semiyenin 

5.~urbu suretiyle kendisini tesmim eyledigi bi'l-istihbar memurin-i amiresi tarafmdan 
ka~fiyat ve tahkikat icra-YI esnada hal-i hayatta 

6.bulunan merkum Ali onba~mm zaptedi1mi~ olan ifadesinden ecza-yl semiyeyi 
Huseyin <;avu~ nammda bir esnaftan aldlgl ve zevcesini 

7.ihnak ettikten sonra ic;tigi anla~Ildlgl ve her ne kadar tedavisine c;ah~Ilml~ ise de 
hastahaneye naklinden birkac; saat sonra kendisinin de 
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8.vefat eyledigi ve hilaf-l memnuiyet ecza-yl semiye fiiruhta cUret eden merkum 
Hiiseyin <:;avu~ hakkmda da takibat-l kanuniye icrasma 

9.tevessiil olundugu i~ar-l mahalliye atfen <:;orum mutasamfhgmdan gelen tahriratta 
bildirilmekle beraber malumat arZ-1 kayfiyet olundu. 01 babda 

IO.emr-u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir.l20 Cemaziyelahir 331 veI4 MaYls 
329 

II.Ankara valisi 

DH.EUM.VRK. 11/68 

Karesi Mutasamfllgl 
T ahrirat Kalemi 
Aded 457 

I.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesi'ne, 

2.Devletlii Efendim hazretleri 

3.Bahkesir'in Karaoglan mahallesinden Haralambos zevcesi yirmibe~ ya~mda 
Anastasya'nm muzdarib bulundugu hastahgl 

4.tedavi ettirmek uzere Dersaadete azimeti hakkmda zevcine miikerreren vuku bulan 
miiracaatmm isa'af edilmesinden miiteessiren 

5.~ehr-i halin ondokuzuncu giinii sabahleyin hanesinde bulundugu bir snada 
kendisini salb etmek suretiyle intihar 

6.eyledigi merkez kaymakamhgmdan i~ar olunmakla arZ-1 malumat olunur. 01 babda 
emr-ii ferman hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir. 

7.Karesi Mutasarrlfl 

DH.EUM.EMN. 44/3 

2. 
Bab-l Ali 
Dahiliye Nezareti 
Sifre Kalemi 
Aded 8246/840 

I.Trabzon vilayetinden mevrud ~ifre 

4 Zilhicce331 / 21 Te~rinievve1329 

2.Evvelki giin ak~am iizeri daire-i askeriye civannda kemerin oniinde polis 
sandalcIlarl denizden bir na~ C(lkardllar 
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3.oglu iyin bedel-i nakdi vermek lizere Te~rin-i Sani 329 tarihinden beri misafirhane­
yi askeriyede bulunduruldugu ve isminin 

4.Yasef oglu Todori oldugu tahkik edilen bu adamm yiiksek bir mevkiden ecsam-l 
sulbe lizerine sukutuyla 

5.yanagl ve kafatasl dagIlarak kmktan evvel yaralann tesirinden vefat eylemi~ 
oldugu tabib raporundan anla~Illyor. 

6.vaka hakkmda ale'l usul miidde-i umumilikle malumat-l ita ve flrka 
kumandanhgmdan izahat taleb edilmekle beraber diger 

7.taraftan dahi suret-i hususiyenin tahkikat icrasma tevessiil edilmi~ iken bugUn 
Yakup Bey oglu 'Abdullah nammda 

8.Etne kazah islam bir neferinin kendini kaleden atarak intihar eyledigi polis 
jumaliyle ihbar edilmi~tir. 

9.Daire-i askeriye dahilinde bu suretle birbirini miiteakib iki hadisenin vukuu bi'l­
veche nazar-l ehemmiyeti calib olmak 

10.tabiidir. Bilhassa ilk mefrukun efrad-l miistahfazadan olmamasma ragmen bir aya 
karib bir miiddetten beri misafirhane-i askeriyede 

11.mevkufbulunmasl esbabml anlamak kabil olmuyor. Her iki vaka mektum 
tutularak suret-i mUnasibiyle tamik ve tahkikata 

12.miisaraat ettim. Heniiz hiybir taraftan bir gUna miiraccatta bulunulmadl. Hususu-u 
tahkikattan hasll olacak neticeyi 

13.arz edecegim. Cihet-i adliyece tahkikatm __ temin-i hiisn-ii cereyam iyin 
lazlm gelen saydda bulunuldugu 

Vali 
Sami Rlfat 

1. 
Bab- Ali 
Dahiliye Nezareti 
Sifre Kalem 
8293/846 

fi 269 16 Kanun-u Evvel 
17 viirudu 

1.Trabzon vilayetine dair olan ~ifredir 

2.Zey116 kanun-u Evveli 329 ~ifre flrka kumandanhgmdan taleb edilen izahat bugUn 
almdl. YazIlan telde 

3. __ Yasef oglu Todori'nin kaleden sukutu bir kazaya atfedilmekte ve bunun 
evvelce de tayin-i ems ali 
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4.goriildiigii bildirilmektedir. Misafirhane-i askeri kIrk elli metro irtifamda dik bir 
U9urum iizerinde --

5.gibi(ki) efradm hala dahi boyle tehlikeli bir noktada oldugundan vakamn 
denildigi gibi eser-i kaza olmasl bi't-tabii __ 

6.degildir. Bu cihet daire-i askeriye ve adliyece icra edilmekte olan tahkikat ile 
anla~llacagmdan ~imdilik taraf-l acizanemden 

7.tedkike liizum yoktur. Yalmz heniiz tamamlyla tevazzuh edemeyen miibhem bir 
nokta vardlr ki 0 da asitan-l askeriyeden olmayan bir adamm 

8.evvelce de arzeyledigim vechile bir aya karib bir miiddet bilaliizum misafirhane-i 
askeriyede ahkonulmasml icab ettiren 

9.esbabdlr. Her tiirIii itiraz ve isnad ihtimaline kar~l bir noktanm 

10.keyfiyetin __ tedkikiyle miisebbibinin behemehal ceza dide edilmesi mefruk 
hakkmda icra edilen muamelenin 

11.esbab-l ---

12. mefrukun cenazesi hastahane-yi askeriye nakledildikten soma ale'l usul papasma 
teslim dikkat etdirilmesi 

13.oldugu cihetiyle bu muamelenin kabil-i itiraz bir ~ekli? Y oktur. Yalmz cihet-i 
askeriyece aile sine heniiz ihbar __ _ 

14.edilemediginden bunlann berhayatiyet ihtimali iizerine taharri-yi hukuka liizum 
goriip gormeyecekleri ~imdiden kestirilemedigi hiikmiince 

15. edilmektedir. Makam-l devletlerini vakanm biitiin safahatinden heberdar etmek 
maksadlyla _ vuku bulan maruzanem ise ihtiyat __ binaenaleyh liizum goriilmesi 
halinde bu babda yeniden arZ-l malumatda (tevakki) edilecegi 

16.Trabzon valisi Sami RIfat 2 s 1332 

DH.EUM.EMN.86/11 

Hiidavendigar Vilayeti 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Numara 
Umumi 4414 
Hususi 415 

I.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine, 

2.Devletlii Efendim Hazretleri 
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Hiilasa 
U ~ak' ta intihar eden kadm 
hakkmda 



3.U~ak istasyonu civannda ikamet eden demiryolu yavu~lanndan ve Avusturya 
tebasmdan Perugiler zevcesi altml~ iki ya~lannda 

4.Franyiko'nun ~ehr-i halin altmcl Cuma giiniin hanesi kaplSlmn kol demirine taktIgl 
iple masluben intihar eyledigi ve esbab-l intihann mukaddema 

5.memalik-i ecnebiyeye giden kii(j:Uk oglunun (j:oktan~beri gaybubet eylemesinden 
miitevellid oldugu mahall-i kaimekamhgmm i~anna atfen Kiitahya mutasarnfhgma 

6.bildirilmi~tir.OI babda emr-U ferman hazret-i men lehii'l emrindir.l 14 ~aban 332 
ve 25 Haziran 330 

7.Hiidavendigar Valisi 

MV.217/115 

Meclis-i Viikela 
MUzakeratma Mahsus Zabltmname 
Hiilasa-i Meal 

I.Saika-Yl fakrU zaruret ile tecenniin ederek kendisini denize atma suretiyle intihar 
eden Mudanya nUfus memuru Muhsin Efendi'nin muhtac-l muavenet 

2.kalan sekiz nefer ailesinin memleketlerine temin-i igramlan hakkmda Dahiliye 
Nezareti'nden vuku bulan i~ardan bahisle mesarif-i seferiye i(j:in hazine-i 

3.celilece mesarif-i gayn melhuz tertibinden be~bin kuru~ itasl istizamna dair Maliye 
Nezareti'nin 1 Te~rin-i Sani 1335 tarihli tezkiresi okundu. 

4.Karan 

5.Ber vech-i i~ar 0 miktar ak(j:enin tertib-i mezkurdan tesviyesi bi't-tensib keyfiyet 
cevaben nezareti mii~arunileyhaya i~annm ve Dahiliye Nezareti'ne malumat 

6. itasl tezkire blmd!. 

DH.EUM.EMN.77/8 

Haleb vilayeti 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Numara 221 

I.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine 

2.Devletlii Efendim Hazretleri 

Hiilasa:Selanik muhacirlerinden olup 
Haleb'de Mukaddemiye cami-i ~erifde 
sakin Ahmed bin Miimin nam ~ahsm 
zevcesi Nesle binti Ademin intihanna 
dair 
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3.~ehr-i halin ikinci Cuma gunli Haleb'teki Mukaddemiye cami-i ~erifinde sakin 
Rumeli muhacirlerinden Selanikli Ahmed bin Mlimin nam~ahsm yirmi iki ya~mdaki 
zevcesi Nesle binti 

4.Ademin mezkur cami havlusunda ustura ile kendini bogazmdan zebh etmek 
suretiyle intihar eyledigi istihbar edilmesi uzerine ale'l usul mezburenin belediye 
tabibine muayenesi icra ettirilmi~ 

5.ve icra kllman tahkikatmda Selanik'te kalml~ olan ebeveyninin henliz 
gelmemelerinden na~i hasIl olan meyusiyetinin intihanna badi oldugu anla~Ilml~ 
olmakla 01 babda tanzim olunan 

6.zabltnamenin cihet-i adliyeye tevdi edildigi polis mudurlugu ifadesiyle beraY-I 
malumat maruzdur. 01 babda emr-u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir. 

7.29 Cemaziyelahir 336 ve 11 MaYls sene 33 

8.Haleb valisi vekili 
Flrka kumandam ---

DH.EUM.A y~. 34/40 

Konya Vilayeti 
Mektubi Kalemi 
Aded 
12035/319 

I.Dahiliye Nezarte-i Celilesine 

2.Devletlu Efendim Hazretleri 

3.Burdur'un Yenice mahallesinden ve bakirci esnafmdan Ekici oglu otuz be~ 
ya~lannda 

4.mUteehhil SUleyman nam ~ahiS seferberlikte sermayesini zayi eylemi~ olmasmdan 
muteessir olarak 

5.19 ~ubat 36 tarihinde salben intihar eyledigi liva-Yl mezkure mutasamfmm i~an 
uzerine beraY-l 

6.malumat az olunur 01 babda emr-u ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Konya Valisi 

DH.EUM.AY~. 51141 

istanbul Vilayeti 
Mektupyulugu 

16 Cemaziyelevve13381 ve 7 Mart 336 
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HUlasa 
Alemdar karyesi ahalisinden 
Veledi Artin'in inthar ettigine 
dair 



1.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine 

2.DevletlU Efendim hazretleri: 

3.Sultan9iftligi civannda Degirmenyeri nam mahalde cesedi bulunan Alemdar 
karyesi ahaIisinden Karabet veledi Artin'in ustura ile -

4.hangeresini kesmek suretiyle intihar ettigi tahkikat ve muayene-i tlbbiye 
neticesinden anla~Ilml~ ve evrak-l tahkikiyesinin cihet-i adliyeye 

5.tevdi kIlmml~ oldugu Kartal kaymakamhgmm i~anna atfen UskUdar 
mutasarnfhgmdan izbar kIlmmakla maruzdur. 01 babda emr-U ferman 

6.hazret-U men lehU'I-emrindir. 1 Cemaziyelahir 339 ve 1 Mart337 

7.istanbul valisi namma 

DH.EUM.AY~. 31/85 

SivasVilayeti 
Mektubi Kalemi 
1181707/136 

I.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine, 

2.DevletlU Efendim Hazretleri 

3.ilbeklU nahiyesine merbut BedreIi karyesinden ~aban kerimesi DondU'nUn 25 
Kanun-u Sani 36 

4.tarihinde saika-Yl zaruretle salben intihar eyledigi mahaIlinin i~an Uzerine bera-Yl 
malumat arz olunur 

5.01 babda emr-U ferman hazret-i men lehU'I-emrindir. 7 ~ubat336 1 Sivas Valisi 

DH.EUM.AY~. 63/19 

Dahiliye Nezareti 
Umumi Jandarma Kumandanhgl 
~ube 1 Klslm 2 

Aded-i Hususi: 2966 
Aded-i Umumi: 5150 

l.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesi Cenab-l Alilerine 

2.Maruz-u <;aker kemineleridir ki 
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3.A1tml~a1tmcl FranSlZ piyade alaymm onuncu bolUgtiniin be~ytizotuzuncu postasma 
mensub kti9iik 

4.zabit Rene'nin Rami karyesinde TOP9ular mahallesinde mtitekaidinden kaimekam 
Mehmed Bey'in 

5.hanesinden isticaren i~gal eylemekte oldugu bir odada bir kadmm maktul 
bulundugu 

6.istihbar kIlmarak Ramijandarma taklml kumandanhgmca ve bi'l-ahere vtirud eden 
bidayet mtidde-i umumisi ile 

7.Htiktimet tabibince mahallinde tahkikat icra kIlmml~t1r. YapIlan tahkikat ve bi'l­
muayene tahassul eden kanaat 

8.neticesinde maktulUn FranSlZ kti9tik zabitinin metresi olup ahiren merkumun 
mezunen Fransa'ya 

9.gideceginden mtiteessiren intihar eyledigi anla~Ilml~tlr. Franslz tebasmdan olup 
Be~ikta~ cihetinde 

10.mukime sarayh Zehra hammm evlathgl Melahat Sadiye isminde oldugu 
revolverle intihar eyledigi 

11.ve hadisede ba~hca bir suikasd olmadlgl anla~llmakla arZ-l keyfiyet olunurol 
babda emr-ti 

12.ferman hazret-i men lehti'l-emrindir.lll Muharrem 341 ve 3 Eyliil338 

13.Umum Jandarma Kumandam 
Mirliva 
Ali Kemal. 

"'-----

Some Statistics 

DH EUM.A y~ 417 

Merkezi Mahall-i Vukuu Nevi Sebebi 
Karagiimriik Hane intihar Hastahk 

ytiziinden 

Mtilahakat 

Tarih-i Vukuu Mazur Maznun 
6 335 Mehmed Farisi 

Efendi 

Mehmed Farisi Efendi kimesnenin hastahgma mtibtela oldugundan rehayab 
olamayarakkendi kendisini ustura ile bogazml kesmek suretiyle vefat ettigi 
anla~llml~tlr . 
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DH.EUM.A Y~. 15/62 

Merkezi Mahall-i Vukuu 
Kadlkoyu Hane 

MUlahakat 

Nevi Sebebi 
intihar Sevda 

yUzlinden 

Tarih-i Vukuu 
13 

Mazur Maznun 
Leman 

Mezbure sevda yUzunden kendi kendisine hamil oldugu tabanca ile intihar etmi~ 
olmakla bu babda tahkikata __ edilmi~tir. 

DH.EUM.A Y~.15/118 

Merkezi Mahall-i Vukuu Nevi Sebebi Tarih-i Vukuu Mazur Maznun 
Adalar Vapurda intihar Mechule-yi 16-17 MUlazlm Ali 

Sebebdir. izzet Efendi 
MUlahakat 
Mumaileyh Buyukada iskelesine vapur ____ hasIl oldugu tabancaslyla intihar 
edip denize sukut eyledigi hakkmda tahkikata devam olunmaktadlr. 

DH.EUM.AY~. 27/60 
1. 

Polis Muduriyet-i Umumisi 
ikinci ~ube Kalemi 
9458 

I.Dahiliye Nezaret-i Celilesine 

2.DevletlU Efendim Hazretleri 

3.Uc;yUz otuzbe~ senesi Te~rin-i evvel ve sani aylan zarfmda vuku bulan ceraim 
hakkmda tanzim kIlman bir klta cedvelin 

4.polis mecmuasma derc edilmek lizere leffen arz ve takdim kIlmu. 01 babda emr-u 
ferman hazret-i men lehu'l emrindir. Kanun-u evvel 335 

5.Polis Mudur-u Umumisi Mehmed Nuri 

2. 

Nev-i Ceraim 

intihar 

Mukayese 
Adedl 

5 

Te~rinievvel mahma aid 

10 
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Te~rinisani 

mahma aid 
5 
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