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ABSTRACT 

This study alms to find, within a descriptive and analytical framework, 

academically relevant answers to the questions, why and how the main military corps of 

the Ottoman Empire was destroyed, and what were its effects. Relying mainly on 

selected archival documents and primary sources, first the historiographic analysis of 

the term corruption and the transformation of the Janissaries are studied. Analysing 

briefly the previous reform attempts, the thesis then deals with the planning and the 

preparatory process of the abolition and the path towards it. Since Mahmud II's attempt 

at reform was promulgated as the E§kinci reform, the thesis evaluates the E~'kinci 

Project. The final rebellion of the Janissaries and subsequently, the course of events 

during and immediately after the abolition are examined in detail. The abolition of 

quasi-Janissary groups and the reorganization of loyal units is another theme since the 

reform movement was not only restricted to the Janissaries. Immediately after the 

abolition, the complementary reforms were imposed, including "the prohibition of the 

Bektashi Order", which is covered, as well. Another aspect of this study is a 

comprehensive analysis of provincial responses to the abolition of the Janissary corps. 

Findings in archival documents, and primary sources indicate that the abolition 

of the Janissary army was the culmination of an extended plan and preparation. It was 

the first step of a more comprehensive centralization policy, and became a turning point 

in the history of Ottoman Empire since the government succeeded in substituting a more 

centralized military force for the decentralized Janissary corps. 
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OZET 

Bu yalt~ma; Osmanh imparatorlugunun temel askeri gUcu olan Yeniyeri 

Ocagl 'nm nic;in ve nasIl kaldmldlgl ve bunun sonuc;lanmn ne oldugu sorulanna, 

tammlaYlcI ve yoziimleyici bir c;eryevede, akademik geyerlilik ta~Iyan yamtlar bulmaYI 

amac;lamaktadlr. AgIrhklI olarak sec;ilmi~ Osmanlt ar~ivi belgelerine ve birincil 

kaynaklara dayanan yah~mada, oncelikle "Yeniyeriligin bozulmasI" kavraml 

historiyografik ayldan irdelenmekte ve Yeniyerilerde gozlenen degi~im incelenmektedir. 

Daha onceki reform c;abalannm kIsaca ele ahnmasmm ardmdan, tezde Yenic;eriligin 

kaJdmlmasmm planlanma ve hazlrhk sureyleri ile izlenen yo1 konu edilmektedir. II. 

Mahmud'un reform giri~imJeri E~kinci duzenlemesiyle ba~ladlgmdan E~kinci reformu 

ayn bir bolumde tartI$Ilmaktadlr. Yeniyerilerin son ayaklanmasl, Ocagm kaldmlmasl 

slrasmda ve hem en ardmdan ya$anan geli$meler aynntlh olarak incelenmektedir. 

Yenic;eri OcagI' na bagh diger birimlerin ortadan kaldmlmasI ve yonetime bagh yeni bir 

askeri yapIlanmaya gidilmesi konusu degerlendirilirken reformun sadece Yeniyerilikle 

smIrh kalmamI$ olduguna da deginilmektedir. Bu c;erc;evede tamamlaYlcI bir adlm 

olarak tammlanan, Bekta~i TarikatI'na yonelik yasaklamalar da ele almmaktadlf. Bu 

tezin ic;eriginde yer alan bir diger konu ise Yenic;eriligin kaldmlmasma merkez 

dl$mdaki eyaletlerdeki tepkilerin incelenmesidir. 

Ar$iv belgeleri ve birincil kaynaklardan sagladIgImlz bulgular, Yenic;eri 

Ocagmm kaldmlmasmm geni$ bir hazlrhga dayanan kapsamh bir plamn sonucu 

oldugunu gostermektedir. Bu olayla, Yenic;eriligi, merkezi bir silahh gUC; ile ikame 

etmeyi ba$aran Osmanh yonetimi, daha kapsamh bir merkezile~tirme politikasmm ilk 

adImmI atml$ oldugundan Yenic;eri Ocagmm kaldmlmasl,. Osmanh tarihi ic;in bir 

donum noktasl niteligi ta~lmaktadlr. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

The aIm of this thesis is to study the abolition of Janissaries within a 

descriptive and analytical framework. I try to find academically relevant answers to 

the questions; why and how the main military corps of the Ottoman Empire was 

destroyed, and what were its effects. After a general framework, I ask a series of 

questions, which required elucidation, have arisen. 

The abolition of Janissary corps is represented as a 'turning point' in many 

works on the late Ottoman history and it will not be an exaggeration to talk about the 

existence of a broad consensus on this point among researchers. This event is not 

only important because one of the most influential element, old as the formation of 

the Empire itself in the traditional Ottoman system was brought to a definite end, but 

also because this action paved the way for the series of restructuring reforms known 

as the Tanzimat. Thus, one who considers the effects of the abolition of Janissaries 

on the following developments may even call it "Tanzimat before the Tanzimat". 

Another point of the importance of the destruction of Janissary corps is the 

width of its consequences. It is not merely a military change; rather it decidedly 

influenced further economic, social, and administrative structure of the Ottoman 

Empire. From the perspective of periodization of Ottoman economic policy, the 

reference time for the shift from restrictive economic policies to a relative free-trade 

liberalism is accepted as 1826. Executions and exiles following the abolition of 

Janissaries had substantial impact on Ottoman social structure, as well. As I try to 

show, since Janissaries had become an integrated element of social life, through 

engaging commercial activities, marriage and having children long before the 
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abolition, a part of society was destroyed to some extent. In addition, the 'cleansing 

operation' did not remain restricted to the Janissary corps; instead the Bekta§i Order, 

with whom Janissaries were historically identified, took their share from the rage of 

the government. Administrative consequences of the abolition of Janissaries are not 

less decisive; as I discuss in the fifth chapter, the government was aiming to 

substitute a more centralized military force for the decentralized Janissary corps. 

One may even argue that it was the first step of a more comprehensive centralization 

policy, which would mature later during the Tanzimat. 

"Vaka-i Hayriye" or Auspicious Event, the name given to the abolition of 

Janissary corps by the authorities and state-centered history writers, is familiar to 

every secondary school student in Turkey. Hence, at the very beginning of my thesis 

work, I was afraid of dealing with a subject, which had already been studied in 

details. However even during my bibliographical survey, I recognized that, not only 

academic works are restricted in number, but also they lack some important aspects 

of the topic. Although I should mention at least two fruitful works, namely the ones 

by Reed and Levy, there are considerable difference with theirs and mine. Reed, 

who studied the destruction of the J anissaries in his Ph.D. dissertation almost half a 

century earlier, did not perform an examination in Ottoman archival documents. 

Levy, in his dissertation fifteen years later, though differs from Reed in this aspect, 

since his topic, "Military Policies of Mahmud II" is broader, allocates only one­

fourth of his study to the abolition of Janissaries. This prevents him from making a 

detailed analysis of the topic. Both only superficially mention the prohibition of the 

Bekta~i Order and provincial responses .. Last, but not the least, Reed nor Levy 

discuss the term corruption. Instead of seeking the roots of transformation -the term 



I prefer in order to express the change in lanissaries- and asking «why and how", 

they put the weight on a narration of «what and when". 

The bibliographic infrastructure of this study includes mainly archival 

documents and primary sources. Even the construction of the framework and the 

outline of the thesis are designed according to the outcomes of this archival 

research. I studied the Hatt-l Hiimayun, Cevdet Tasnifi, and Maliyeden Miidevver 

Defterler Tasnifi sections of Prime Ministry Archives. In the section of Cevdet 

Tasnifi, I examined Cevdet Askeriye, Cevdet Dahiliye, Cevdet Adliye and Cevdet 

Evkaf In that close examination I came across more than five hundred documents 

out of which I chose approximately one-third. 

Beside those archival documents I benefited from selected primary sources; 

especially Mehmed Esad's Oss-i Zajer, Ahmed Cevdet's Tarih-i Cevdet. The others 

are Ahmed Cevad's Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, Ahmed Lutfi's Tarih-i Lutji, Osman 

Nuri's Mecelle-i Umur-i Belediye, Kocasekbanbajl Risalesi, KOyibey Risalesi, 

Kavanin-i Yeniyeriyan, and Kitab-i Miistetab. In addition to those archival 

documents and primary sources, selected secondary ones are considered as well. 

In the first chapter I try to find the relevant answer(s) to the question of "why 

the lanissaries were abolished". Since many studies on this theme relate with the 

idea of "corruption of the Ianissaries", and claim that the Janissaries were abolished 

since they were corrupted, I first deal with the historiographic analysis of the term 

corruption. Hence I prefer to use the term "transformation" to show the changes in 

the structure of the Janissary army. Thus my second concern is to draw a general 

framework on the transformation of the lanissaries. The last concern of this chapter 

is previous reform attempts, which are heavily affected the last one. 
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The second chapter deals with the questions of "when did Mahmud II begin 

to make definite plans to reform the Janissaties" and "how did he execute it". In 

order to answer those questions I try to go back as early as first signs of his reform 

movement. Thus preparation period before the abolition is closely examined. Since 

the support of the ulema became crucial in the success of reform, another concern is 

"the participation of the ulema into the preparation period". Hence, since Mahmud 

II's attempt at reform was promulgated as the E§kinci reform, then I emphasize on 

the first drill of the E§kinci corps, based on primary sources and archival documents. 

In the third chapter I try to find the answers of the question of "how was his 

plan turned from the reorganization of the Janissaries to the abolition of it". Thus the 

main focus is to analyze the final rebellion of the Janissaries and subsequently, the 

abolition of it. The abolition of quasi-Janissary groups and the reorganization of 

loyal units is another theme of this chapter since the reform movement was not only 

restricted to the Janissaries, immediately after the abolition, the complementary 

reforms were imposed. 

In the forth chapter I deal with another complementary step following the 

abolition, namely "the prohibition of the Bekta~'i Order". The question of why the 

Bekta§i Order was prohibited finds its clues on the relationship between the 

Janissaries and Bekta§is. Another theme of this chapter is the persecution of the 

Bekta§is. Following it, the government concerned with the destruction of Tekkes and 

Turbes of the Bekta§i Order. I find quite interesting how far goes the scope of socio­

religious consequences of the abolition of Janissaries. The chapter is heavily based 

on archival documents. 
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The fifth chapter concerns the problem of how the provincial Janissary units 

and public reactions were brought under control. Thus repercussions throughout the 

Empire and provincial responses to the abolition of Janissary corps are closely 

examined, based mainly on archival documents. Another theme of this chapter is to 

question whether there were any collective opposition in the provinces. Since Bosnia 

showed the greatest reaction to the abolition, it is separately examined in a case 

study. The chapter concludes with questioning the efforts of the Janissaries to revive 

themselves. 
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2. PRELUDE TO THE ABOLITION OF THE JANISSARY 

ARMY 

Yzkzluplur bu cihan, sanma ki bizde diizefe, 

Devleti, r;arh-i deni verdi kamu milbtezele, 

/jimdi erbab-z saadette gezen, hep hezele, 

J§imiz kafdz heman merhamet-i lemyezere 

Sultan Mustafa III 

2.1. THE ANALYSIS OF THE TERM CORRUPTION 

The study of the abolition of the Janissary army demands a broader analytical 

framework than a simple interpretation of "corruption brought reform, reform 

brought abolition". Most of the studies on this theme deal with the reasons of the 

corruption of the Janissary armyl, but they are not curious about the meaning of the 

corruption that contains subjectivity in its very origin. The changes in military 

structure of the Ottoman Empire were closely associated with the changes in social 

and political structure of it. The acceptance and usage of the term corruption without 

I For example, Ahmed Cevad uses the title "Yenigerilerin Vakit Vakit <;Ikarchk1an isyanlann Esbabl 

ve Asakir-i Mezkurenin Ne Vakit Bozulmaga Ba~ladtg;I" in Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, p. 219, 

Uzun9ar~lh uses the title "Yenigeri Ocak Nizamlllln Bozulmasl", in Kapukulu Ocaklan, I, p. 

477, Mustafa Akdag uses the title "Yenigeri Ocak Nizaffilllln Bozulu~u", p. 291. Apart from those, 

there were many others who use the term corruption. 
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any critical framework hence hinders establi shing a close linkage between the 

changes in other elements of the society. 

The term corruption contains a judgment and subjectivity in historical 

analysis. It also leads to prejudices about the lanissaries and becomes an obstacle in 

true understanding. As Marc Bloch pointed out "when the passions of the past blend 

with the prejudices of the present, human reality is reduced to a picture in black and 

white"2
. Hence oreiudiced historv in favour of an individual or a Deriod which for 

J.. _.,I ..I. 

that very reason could not demand universal agreemene. Thus the image )i 

lanissaries as "corrupted, disordered and even anti-order" military units that 

gradually became a body of "the rabble" acting violently and horrifying the 

population hinders us from drawing a well-defined picture about the lanissaries. 

Although the bias in using the term "corruption" is obvious, the question of why 

so many, if not all, historians and narrators have described the transformation of the 

Janissary army and disorganisation of it as corruption still remains unanswered. 

There are some factors underlying this preference. The first reason is related to the 

characteristic of history writing of the Ottoman Empire, which stayed always loyal 

to the central authority, namely the Sultanate. Narrators whose writings constituted 

the main resource for reading the Ottoman history were not independent from the 

political power, nor could they care about subjectivity while they recorded the 

events. Thus narrators who reflected the central authority's point of view 

2 Marc Bloch, The Historian's Craft, (New York: Vintage Books, 1953), p. 140. 

3 Raymond Aron, Introduction to the Philosophy of History, (London, 1961), pp. 9,277, quoted in 

Arthur Manvick, The Nature of History, (Third edition, London: Macmillan, 1989), p. 296. 
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consciously explained the changes and transformation as corruption. Yet the 

problem of 'state-centred' approach to history provided by the official documents 

surrounded the preceding narrators as well as the contemporary historians. On the 

other hand, due to lack of documents to create 'history from below' -since all the 

journals and daybooks of the Janissaries were gathered and burned in the stokehole 

of the A vasofva bath and thus were destroved bv the order of Mahmud rr4. anv ... .- ... ... -' -' 

academic discussion is doomed to be based on existing official records and related 

materials. 

Hence the usage of the term corruption gave legality to the Sultans and his 

officials to make reforms. They mostly asserted that the Janissaries were corrupted, 

as independent from other units of the government, and they should have made 

reforms in order to eliminate corruption. Another reason may be the military defeat· 

environment, which not only coincided with the transformation of the Janissary 

army but also surrounded the historians who narrated the events. In that sense, one 

may say that the choice of the term corruption in order to define the change and 

transformation is related rather to the consequences of it and may be seen as a kind 

of ex-post facto history writing. 

Kafadar calls that situation "the purity corruption paradigm" and says "this 

posits a pure version of Ottoman institutions and practices in a presumed state of 

original sturdines.s versus their later, corrupt versions" 5. According to that, since the 

4 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 25937, 26 Safer 1242128 September 1826. 

5 Cemal Kafadar, "On the Purity and Corruption of the Janissaries", Turkish Studies Association 

Bulletin, VoLXV (1991), p. 274. 
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institutions are founded at a particular date rather then being constructed through a 

process, they are corrupted at an accursed moment rather then undergoing 

transformation. Thus there are various "first corruption" stories about the Janissaries 

like many other items in the decline and reform literature, but all of them unite in the 

same fundamental framework: permission to marry, approved entry of the ecnebi 

into the payrolls, entry of the brothers and children of kuls so forth6
. 

From the very start it is necessary to recognise the essential fact that the 

Janissaries as well as other units of society were subject to transformation through 

the impact of internal forces and that of the external ones. In order to stop territorial 

losses and to establish the order, the Ottoman Empire was in need of prompt action 

to improve its armed forces. The internal factors were also leading the authorities to 

make military reforms 7 . 

The structure of Ottoman society had multitudinous entities, such as religious 

communities (millets) and orders (tarikats), local guilds and urban and rural 

parishes. In its zenith period, that was the mid fifteenth century and through most of 

the sixteenth, the state was able to control these various communities through the 

means of a centralized bureaucracy, and military organization of tzmarlz sipahis and 

the Janissary corps. Although the structure of Ottoman society could lead to political 

fragmentation, mostly a succession of capable and active rulers secured the 

superiority of the Centre. When dynastic difficulties united with several clusters of 

6 Ibid. 

7 Avigdor Levy, "Military Reform and the Problem of Centralization in the Ottoman Empire in the 

Eighteenth Century", Middle Eastern Studies, XVIII (1982), p. 227. 
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interrelated factors -economic, demographic, technological, military and so forth, 

almost during the height of its power, the Ottoman Empire met with serious social 

dislocations as indicated by Hasan Kafi Bosnevi (Akhisari) (1544-1616) in his 

Usulu'l-hikem fi nizami'l-alem and later, in 1630 by K09i Bey in his Risale8
. K09i 

Bey argued that only the revival of a strong sultanate could stop the decline. Katip 

C;elebi (1608-1657) and Naima (1655-1716) also proposed to bring into power a 

dictator, or in their terms 'a man of the sword'. These writers also claimed that 

military reform had a particular importance to provide the central authority. Thanks 

to a reformed army the central authority would find a way in coping with centrifugal 

forces, restabilising law and order and defending empire against its enemies9 

The statements of these officials were applied, with some success, by 

exceptionally strong leaders such as Sultan Murad IV and the Grand Viziers of the 

Koprulu family. They introduced wide-ranging measures to strengthen central 

authority. The bureaucracy and the religious hierarchy were tightly reviewed. The 

financial administration was put in better order. J\.1ilitary units were disciplined and 

improved. In order to restore order and improve central control, the government took 

. h . 10 strong measures III t e prOVlllces . 

The aim of all these reform activities was represented as the restoration of the 

old institutions along with their traditional principles. In fact, to represent reforms as 

8 Kemal H. Karpat, "The Transformation of the Ottoman State, 1789-1908", International Journal 

of Middle East Studies, V. 3, (1972), p. 243. 

9 Levy, "Military Reform in the Ottoman Empire", p. 228. 

]0 Ibid., p. 229. 
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the resurrection of traditional institutions was a method of the authorities of 

legitimising their unpopular policies. 

Before discussing previous reform attempts until the abolition of the Janissary 

army it is necessary to outline the basic characteristics of the transformation and 

related disorganisation among the Janissaries and other units connected to it. 

2.2. TRANSFORMATION OF THE JANIS SARlES 

Ottoman society was divided into two major classes. The first one, named 

askeri, included those to whom the Sultan gave religious and executive power, 

namely the officers of the court, the army civil servants, and the ulema. The second 

group was the reaya, including all Muslim and non- Muslim subjects of the empire 

who did not take part in the fist groupll. According to Ottoman practices, although 

there seems to have been drawn a clear-cut distinction between the askeri and the 

reaya class, this did not mean that the askeri would or should perfectly separate 

from the sphere of production and exchange. It is known that at the very top, the 

rulers would, at least symbolically, participate into commercial life by having the 

produce of the palace garden sold for their food expenses, and in the case of viziers, 

11 Halil inalcIk, "The Nature of Traditional Society: Turkey", ed. Robert Ward and Dankwart 

Rostow, Political Modernization in Japan and Turkey (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

1964), p. 44. 
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such kind of involvement went beyond the symbolic meaning of it12. Kafadar gives 

examples to that from the early ages of the Ottoman empire, namely from the reign 

of Mehmed the Conqueror and Siileyman the Magnificent and says that, "there is no 

hint of exceptional circumstances in Mehmed the Conqueror's strikingly commerce-

minded order to organize a galley "shuttle" between Bursa and Antalya, which 

names two viziers among other merchants as the beneficiaries" 13. Also neither of the 

two grand Viziers of Siileyman, ibrahim and Riistem Pa~as had taken any criticism 

about their commercial involvements. Hence he claims that in this world of 

recognised askeri entrepreneurialism, the Janissaries were no exception. An early 

survey of the Ayasofya Foundation, conducted in 1490 shows that some members of 

the corps had saddle-making shops and were lease-holders of borek.14 

It is seen that the penetration of the lanissaries into· commercial activities was 

not a new case. On the other hand, according to the classical sources, the first 

statements about the disorganisation of the lanissaries were seen later, in the 

sixteenth century. According to them in the reign of Murad III some lanissaries 

together with yayaba§ls, solaks and acemi oglans penetrated into. commercial 

activities. They started to open shops, make business as middlemen and work in 

farmhand and commercial activities15 . 

12 Cemal Kafadar, "On the Purity and Corruption of the Janissaries", pp. 274-275. 

13 Ibid., p. 275. 

14 Ibid., pp., 275-276. 

15 Mtihimme defteri 55, p., 86, quoted in Uzun9ar~1l1, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp., 695-696: The 

decree says that; Rala bazl yayaba~tlar ve solaklar ve yenigeri taifesi ve acemi oglanlan bey U 

~iraya ve ehl-i suka mtitealhk umura kan~up ve dekakin tutup madrabazhk idiip ve bilciimle 



During their commercial activities, they did not care about behaving 

appropriately either. While they were going to~ bazaars, ports or ship to buy goods or 

timber, they were quarrelling and buying goods for less than their officially fixed 

prices. Although authorities prohibited the lanissaries from trading, due to lack of 

strict control they continued their engagement in trade. 

A decree shows that the penetration of the lanissaries to the commercial 

activities was not restricted within the bounds of istanbul. In Sivas, some lanissaries 

and halUk corps compulsorily took the lands form their owners and started to 

plough. They also got hold of oxen of population by using force in order to carry out 

their harvests. Because of that reason, the population could not harvest their grains 

and since the winter came, the harvests perished and they suffered from loss of their 

products. Some lanissaries who were living in the city centre worked as butchers, 

sellers of firewood and as such. They sold goods for more than their fixed prices. 

The authority warned the governor and Kadz of Sivas to punish those lanissaries 16
. 

rencberlige ve sair ehl-i sanayie mahsus ahvale kan~up iskelelerde ve pazarlarda ve gemilerde 

meta' ve kereste almaga varchklannda kavga idup alchklan meta' ve keresteler tayin olunan es'ar 

iizr~ ahnmayup eksuge ahp kach ve muhtesib anlara kan~mamakla narh-l cari zabt olm1lllayup ve 

baZl odun ve yemi~ gemilerine girup odum narh-l cari iizre bey' ettirmeytip kendiiyi himayet idiip 

diledikleri iizre ziyadece bey' idup fukaraya ktilli zulm ve hayf eyledikleri ilam olunmaglll .... 

Buyurdum ki vusul buldukta zikr olunan kullanma bu huhusu i~'ar ve tenbih eyleyesin ki nza-yl 

~erifim iizre olup fi'ma baad bu makule bey' ve i~tiraya kan~mayup kendu miihimlerin ve 

mai~etlerinden maada madrabazhk i9un rencber taifesine kan~makla kesr-i rrz itmeyup her biri 

hizmetlerinde yat ve yaraklann ve cenk ve cidale lazlm olan hususlan tahsil etmege me~gul ve 

sa'y uzre olup ... (Year, 992/1584) 

16 Unnumbered Mtihimme Defteri, 999 Ramazan/June 1591, quoted in Mustafa Akdag, "Yenigeri 

Ocak Nizanunm Bozulu~u", p. 306. The decree says that; ... Eyalet-i Rum'un zuama ve sipah 

vesair ayam ve reayadan cem'i gafir sana gelup nefsi Sivas ve nevahisinde sakin olan dergah-l 
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In such a manner, while on one hand the Janissaries were prohibited from 

commercial activities, on the other hand, the Sultan gave permission to some 

artisans to penetrate into the Janissary corps. In the circumcIsion of the prince 

Mehmed, Murad III wished to reward players and comedians who exhibited their 

talents. When they requested a post into the Janissary army, their requisition was 

accepted by the Sultan who ordered their admittance into the Janissary corps as a 

reward. He did this against the opposition of the Agha of the Janissaries Ferhad 

Agha17
. Thus during this period it had become practise that the Janissary ranks were 

infiltrated by civilian elements who were trying to obtain some privileges and 

immunities conferred on the military. It is obvious that these civilians performed 

neither worthwhile military service, nor they adapted themselves to new manners. In 

addition to that, their lack of discipline eventually affected the performance of the 

professional soldiers. The increase in numbers in return caused the disintegration of 

the army as a fighting force. In addition, many civilians also became successful in 

the official inscription of their names to the rolls, so that the inflated muster rolls 

muallam yenigerileri cebren ellerinden ahp kendtiler ziraat ettirip ve kendti yerlerin reayaya imeci 

tanluyle cebren oktizlerin alup harmalliann ta~uyup bu sebep ile reayarun harmanlan vaktiyle 

kalkmayup kI~a kalmakla bugday ve arpalan ve sair mahsulleri yagmurdan ihelak olup zuama ve 

erbabl tImara ve miriye ve evkafa ve reayaya ktilli noksan mtiretteb olup ve ~ehirde sakin olanlann 

kimisi tabbah ve kimisi kassab ve hattab olup ~ehre gelen zahairi cebren a1dIklanndan gayn 

narhdan ziyade muradlan mere bey idtip ve bazllann kadimden istima1 ve intifa edegeldikleri 

sulann kendtilere ahp anlara vermeytip ve bazl e~kiya yenigeri ve kapum halkI suretine girtip 

reayaya ellVaI teaddi ettilderi ecildell .... 

17 ismaii HakkI Uzun9ar~lh, Osmanh Devleti Te~kilatlDdan Kapukulu OCaklan I: Acemi Ocagl 

ve Yeni~eri Ocagl, (Ankara: Ttirk Tarih Kummu, 1988), p. 483. 
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became a heavy burden on the treasury18. 

Kafadar, who studied the Janissary-esllaf relationships, considers the 

Janissary corps as a dynamic element, which, "not only degenerating but also giving 

way to the formation of a social group" became a pushing power19. Though not 

openly, he claims that Janissary army would have been a candidate to create an 

original form of transformation and reformation for the Ottoman Empire. He not 

only emphasises the infiltration of newly urbanised migrants, who engaged in petty 

trades or were looking for jobs in the Janissary corps, but also regards the guilds as 

an instrument of state control in order to conserve the traditional order of society. 

Within this context he restricts the scope of the relationships between Janissaries 

and artisans-craftsmen class with only this lower group who emerged in the cities as 

a result of the breakdown of the traditional order20
. 

This intrinsic consideration, which takes Janissaries as the leading element of 

opposition to traditional order is visible through his argument; where he says the 

main support to Janissaries came from those people, whom he calls "lumpenesnaf', 

such as porters, boatmen, and grocery peddlers while the guild-esnaf were only 

joining their revolts when they felt their economic interests were jeopardised21
. 

Kafadar describes the Janissary-esllaf relationships as of a reciprocal character; he 

18 Levy, "Military Reform in the Ottoman Empire", p. 229. 

19 Cemal Kafadar, Yenif,:eri-Esnaf Relations: Solidarity and Conflict, unpublished M.A. 

dissertation, (McGill University, 1981), p. 80. 

20 Ibid., pp. 62-63. 

21 Ibid., p. 91. 
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says 1anissaries had been engagmg into commercial activities smce the end of 

sixteenth century and he calls this trend as "esnafization" of the 1anissaries22 

Historical records include many signs and evidence of smoothing down of 

the boundaries separating the milit"ary class from the rest of the society. It is seen 

that there was a two-way traffic between the lanissaries and civilian society. While 

the lanissaries were participating into business life such as commercial activities and 

harvesting, on the other hand, civilians were aiming at infiltrating through the 

1anissary army so as to obtain some privileges. 

Commercial activities of the 1anissaries continued excessively until their 

destruction. Esad uses a pejorative language to describe their final situation, and 

thanks to his narrations that represent his prejudices about the 1anissaries, at the 

same time he gives clues about their transformation. He says that the number of the 

lanissaries increased by about fifty or sixty thousand in istanbul and the lanissaries 

interpreted this increase in their number as rectification of them. According to Esad 

1anissaries were perpetually disturbing the inhabitants of istanbul. They consisted of 

greengrocers, porters, cap-makers, boatmen, and swashbucklers who had no aptitude 

and knowledge of neither arms nor military. Non-Muslim subjects too were 

suffering from lanissaries' effrontery; they even condescended to beg especially 

during non-Muslims' holly feasts. The lanissaries were being tattooed on their arms 

with the insignia of their ortas so as to frighten inhabitants by exhibiting their 

tattoos. Not once in their lifetime they were participating into wars and nor were 

22 Ibid., p. 84. 
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they taking an arm' into their hands. In spite of that they were making farming or 

trade. They were attaching their insignia to the shops of tradesmen and were taking 

some part of their income by force23
. 

The same arguments were repeated In Osman Nuri's "Mecelle-i Umur-i 

Belediye", with slight differences24
. The accounts of mafia-like actions of the 

Janissaries in chronicles should not be easily interpreted as "state propaganda" and 

thus should not be easily neglected, since the oft-repeated decrees were also 

supporting those arguments; they should rather be analysed in a critical framework. 

It should not be forgotten that the Janissary corps were not constituting a monolithic 

entity that represented collective social and economic interest. Instead, this was a 

heterogeneous structure including various units from the upper strata of the military 

class to the artisans and unskilled labourers. Thus arguments in chronicles should be 

evaluated on that framework. 

23 Mehmed Esad., Uss-i Zafer, (istanbul, 1243), pp. 131-133. He says that, '" istanbul'u daima ve 

mustemiren tagrire mel?gul bir alay alat-l harbiye istimalini bilmez manav ve hamal ve borekci ve 

kaYlkcl makulesinden ve kOl?ebal?l kabadaYllanndan olup Paskalya ve domuz kmmlllda zokaklara 

abalanm firal? birle gel en ge~en ehl-i zimmetten birer ikil?er para ahzine tenezzUl eden bi-arlar ve 

kangl ortaya mensub ise nil?aruru koluna nakl? idup gtiya gorenler nil?arundan havf eder za'rruyla 

izhar-l nil?am adet .... ve mudderu'l-omr destine tUfenk almayup ve vaktini ~ift ve ~ubuk ve ahl? 

veri~ ve esnafhkla ge~irUp ..... ceyb ve hemyanlanna hazlr ve amade eyledikleri ortalan nil?anlan 

resm olunmul? evrakl her bir esnaflll dukkanlanna ister istemez bastmp bi~arelerden hisse-i kar 

ahzine cesaret.. .. 

24 Car~l ve pazarlardaki esnaf ve satlcliann klsm-l a'zaml yenigeriler idi. Binaenaleyh narhlll tatbik 

ve muhafazasl ve ihtikann ontine ge9ilmesi pek mUl?kildi... Hamal ve bOrek9i ve manav gibi 

el?hasm istanbul'a heml?ehrileri geldikte derhal "gel yoldal?lm seni yenigeri yazahm" deyu herifi 

mensub olduklan ortarun kll?lasma gotfuiip kollanna ortanm nil?aruru doktUrtirler ve eline sofa 

tezkeresi verirlerdi .. Osman Nuri, M(;celle-i Umur-i Belediye, Vol. I, (istanbul, 1922), p. 619. 
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Although Esad's manner of representation shaped with his biases about the 

Janissaries, it also gives important clues about the transformation of them and was 

an important primary source that supplies at the same time the most detailed 

contemporary information about the destruction of the Janissaries. Esad was aiming 

to justify the action of the Sultan against the Janissaries. Hence the main theme of 

his account was to claim that order of the Janissaries was corrupted since vicious 

and undeserving men penetrated the army25. 

Nevertheless we see that the infiltration of the civilian elements into the 

Janissary army was carried out by the permission of the Sultans. Especially during 

the reign of Murad III non-janissary elements penetrated the Janissary army and the 

term kulkardefji was used to describe them. Apart form them some people who did 

not come from dev!jirme origin were registered for devfjirme by the registrars who in 

return of this act received a bribe. Thus contrary to the tradition those people 

became Janissaries. According to citations of Selanikli Mustafa Efendi who lived in 

the reign of Murad III the captains of the Janissary regiments who went to Anatolia 

and Rumeli in order to register dev!jirme haphazardly recorded men as a return of a 

25 He in many times says that '" millet ve mezheb ve haseb ve nesebi tebeyylin etmedikge nefer 

yazllrnamak ve pir ve arnel rnande olmadlk9a tekaud ettirilmemek ve hizmetkar ve esnaf 

makuleleri asia istishab olunmamak kanun-l kadimleri iken sonralan birer takrib dairelerine giren 

miitegallibe-i zabitamn musamaha ve irtikablyla nizarnlan ihtilal-i pezir ve reh-i istikametleri ---­

rnusirr olup yani rneyanlanna ecnaS-l rnuhtelife duhule yol ... fi'l-asl i91erine ecnebi duhulu ... 

26 Selanikli Mustafa Efendi, Selaniki Tarihi, (istanbul, 1281), p. 263, qouted in Uzun9ar~lh, 

Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 478. 
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Apart from those, although the duty koruculuk was confined to older and 

disabled soldiers, some young and vigorous lanissaries who gave bribe in return 

were appointed as korucu. Because of that impropriety, even the Janissaries 

complained to the Sultan that these preferential treatments had to be prohibited. To 

this request the Sultan sent a decree to the Agha of Janissaries and ordered the 

prohibition of those kinds oftreatments27
. 

It is seen that the disorganisation among the lanissaries was not out of 

knowledge of the authorities. Yet, their tolerance went sometimes beyond winking at 

those transgressions and the authorities that allowed misuses or intentionally 

neglected controls were themselves responsible for disorder. This constitutes 

evidence to prove that if one had mentioned about "corruption", it would not have to 

be limited only with lanissaries because even the central authorities were infected. 

It is clear that the Janissaries had not strict, written and unchangeable laws. 

In fact for the previous periods it was natural due to the characteristic of those ages 

and also the simplicity of their organisation but as time passed and their number 

increased, due to lack of strict laws, the solution of their problems became doubtful. 

Such as, whatever the guidelines provided or implied by the Kanunname, the 

appointments and transfers could be made on the basis of individual merit and 

imperial need. Kanun could pronounce on exceptional situations for which there was 

27 Yenigeri agasma hiikiim ki: Yenigeri kullanm rikab-l htimayunuma ruk'a sunup ic;:imizde pir ve 

maIuI oimayan yarar ve tuvana ve sefere iktidan olanlamruza koruculuk virilmek obgelmeyup 

hilaf-l kallun ikell hala iki yiizdell ziyade taze ve tuvana yigitlere koruculuk virilup ve nice 

natuvanlan ve pir ve malulleri sefere teklif olundugunu bildirdiler.. ... Muhimmme, no.19, p. 135, 

quoted in Uzunc;:ar~I11, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p., 478. 
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precedent, and ignore, while allowing those, for which there was none28
. As 

Fleischer pointed out kanul1 was an accretive and, within limits, mutable 

phenomenon29
. When the authorities met with new applications that were contrary to 

the tradition of the Janissaries, or when they hesitated about what to do in any affair, 

they informed the Sultans who, as a result sent out the authorities their preferences 

with the decrees. Thus within this, the Sultans were enacting laws either that were 

previously known as customs or that were new applications ofthem30. 

It is seen that some important changes about the Janissaries occurred in the 

sixteenth century, the time when the Ottoman Empire was in its zenith. According to 

classical documents, until the first decade of the sixteenth century marriages of the 

Janissaries were prohibited since according to the laws of the Janissaries they had to 

stay in their barracks. The marriage permission was only given to (iJrbacls, and old 

Janissaries who retired and this permission was also given by the Sultan himself31. 

According to the records, the first married Janissary was the brother of the Grand Vizier 

Yusuf Pasha. Yusuf Pasha requested the permission of marriage of his brother from 

Selim I who firstly refused but as the result of the insistence of Yusuf Pasha then gave 

28 Cornell H. Fleischer, Bureaucrat and Intellectual in the Ottoman Empire: The Historian 

Mustafa Ali (1541-1600), (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1986), p. 216. 

29 Ibid., p., 198. 

30 Mustafa Akdag, "Yenigeri Ocak Nizarmmn Bozulu~u", A. U. D. ve T. C. Dergisi, (1947), p. 293. 

31 "Ezelden Yenigeri evlenmek kanun degildi, ancak CorbacIlar evlenirlerdi ve ihtiyarlardan dahi 

kat'j amel-i mande olanlar evlenirlerdi ve Padi~aha arzolunmadan evlellmezdi. Yenigerilik ergenlik 

ile oldugu i9Un odalar bina olunmu~tur" ... Kavanin-i Yeni~eriyan, varak 21.b and 24 b., quoted in 

Uzun9ar~Ill, Kapukulu Ocaklan J, p. 306. 
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permission to him32 But that record does not clearly say that, there were not any 

married-Janissaries before this date, despite we see the traces of restricted allowance to 

marry. 

What is important is that, from then on, restrictions about marnage of the 

Janissaries were annulled with acceleration. At first the number of the married 

Janissaries was very few but as time went on their number increased rapidly. The 

married J anissaries were permitted to stay in their homes at nights, and because of this 

reason especially after the eighteenth century, the number of Janissaries who lived in 

barracks was very few. Since salary of the Janissaries was not enough to make a living 

for the married ones, hence it became inevitable for them to have a substitute work33. 

Moreover the expelled Janissaries namely "c;alzk", could return to their 

previous ranks although the Janissary laws forbade it. As a result of this application, 

known as c;alzk tashihi a lot of convicted Janissaries found a way to return to the 

army. An example of this application is that, in the' reign of Murad IV, the 

Janissaries who did not go to Revan and Bagdad for fighting, were expelled from the 

army. But when the conflict between Vizier Kara Murad Pasha and Grand Vizier 

ib~ir Pasha lasted with the disposition of the Grand Vizier by the help of the 

Janissaries; the expelled ones re-attained their posts since the mentioned Vizier 

promised them to turn back to their previous posts in return of their help34. That kind 

of applications, with the contribution of other reasons threatened the stability of the 

32 Kavanin-i Yeni~eriyan, Varak, 36, quoted in Uzun9ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 306 

33 U::wn«ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 307. 

34 Ibid., p. 484. 
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Janissary army. 

The book "Kitab-l }'1iistetab" also talks about the changes in military 

structure of the empire. Its writer is not known but it is clear that it was written 

before the Risclle of K09i Bey. According to that book big changes in military 

structure of the Ottoman Empire occurred in the time of Murad III. The writer of the 

book says that until the reign of Murad III, laws of the Janissaries were applied 

regularly, but from then on, their old laws (kanun-z Kadim) got spoiled since non-

Janissaries penetrated the army. Hence, their number and salaries increased much 

more. He adds that when in ancient times the number of the Janissaries was 8.000, at 

present, their number increased to 40.000. He says that in ancient times although the 

number of the Janissaries was not too much, they were in good quality. This was 

because, since their young ages, they were working under difficulties, so until their 

maturity period they were learning how to struggle with difficulties but in recent 

times, any non-Janissary who wished to join the Janissary army could reach this aim 

easill5
. 

Another topic that the writer of Kitab-z Miistetab talks about was the increase 

in the number of korucu and muteakid Janissaries. He says that while in their early 

35 Kitab-l Miistetab, .. Lakin i~bu yakm zamandan beru kanml-i kadim bozulup, ... yeni~eri ocagl 

kadimi sekiz bin nefer iken ... ~imdi ise kirk bine karib olmu~tur ... Feamma geryi ewelki zamamn 

askeri az idi lakin oz idi ... , zira 0 makule kuHar, kiiyi.ikten nan ii nemek-i padi~ahiyle perverde ve 

terbiye oimagia efendisine hayuhah ve uguruna ba~ alup ba~ vermek sehi1 inri~; .. mesela bir iy 

oglam on, onbe~ Yl1 saraylarda kotek yiyiip zahmet yekmege veyahut bir bostancl be~, on y11 

bahyelerde yapa yekiip hizmet itmege .... , ~imdiki hal olur oimaz reaya bir yift okiiziinii satup akye 

kuvvetiyle kimi sipahi ve kimi yeniyeri olup istedikleri dirlige ve manslba geyer olmu~lard1r., 

quoted in Uzunyar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklarl I, pp. 479-480. 
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times the number of the Janissaries was about 12.000, at that time, only the number 

of korucu and muteakid was far above 7.000. ~This was because a lot of Janissaries 

registered themselves as korucu and muteakid by giving bribe to the charged men as 

if they were not able to fight and participate into the battles. He adds that in ancient 

times, while the words koruculuk and muteakidlik were never mentioned, at that 

time, the title oda korucusu was created and given to thousands of the Janissaries. 

Although the number of the Janissaries at that time was far above 35.000, in time of 

wars, only about 20.000 of them were registered as soldiers, the rest was reported to 

the authorities as korucu. tekaud, kbc;ek, or sentries in castles. Among these 

registered soldiers, only approximately 7.000-8.000 were able to go to battle since a 

lot of Janissaries who in reality did not go to battles were recorded as if they had 

gone. Ulufes of these Janissaries were taken by the aghas of Janissaries, who in 

return were giving quarter of that ulufes to the treasury as a gift. The rest of that 

money was being divided among the Janissaries. This application was not out of the 

knowledge of authorities such as the Grand Vizier or defterdar36
. 

In addition, the permission of buying and selling e$kinci esamesi -the pay 

ticket of the janissary soldiers- led to new abuses in the Janissary army. According 

to the E$kinci Layihasl, the first application of it occurred in the reign of Mahmud I, 

in 1739, after the conquest of Anapoli Castle37
. A lot of civilians held these pay 

certificates that caused a substantial market. Also, the death of Janissaries, named 

36 Uzun9ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp. 480-482. 

37 Ahmed Cevdet Pa~a, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, (istanbul: Matbaa-i Osmaniye, 1270- l301/ 1854-

83), p. 255, Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 23~ 
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mahlul'l!, were not being informed to the authorities. Hence their pay certificates also 

became a tradeable instrumene8 It is important that the creation of a substantial 

market from both e§kinci esamesi and the pay certificates of mahluls occurred with 

the permission and approval of the authorities. The changes in the Ottoman .timar 

system had also made great effects on the Janissary Army. As a result of more 

widespread use of firearms, the cavalry of the timar-holders, who had formed the 

backbone of the Ottoman army in earlier centuries, was being increasingly made 

obsolete39
. Also due to legitimate necessities for money but mostly because of their 

laxity, the number of military fiefs was decreased and their income used for non­

military purposes40 Thus when the changes in military structure united with the 

uprisings of provincial administrators and irregular soldiers, such as the Celali 

Uprisings, the ratio of the timar soldiers to the Janissaries was decreased although in 

preceding periods the ratio was vice versa. The incomes of the timarlz cavalry had 

declined dramatically in the seventeenth century, and along with their incomes, their 

numbers 41. According to the estimation of KOyi Bey the number of the timar soldiers 

at his time was approximately.7-8.00042
. 

38 For example, BA, Cevdet Askeriye 29546, 2 Muharrem 1204122 September 1789. 

39 Suraiya Faroqhi, "Crisis and Change, 1590-1699", ed. Halil inalclk and Donald Quataert, An 

Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, (Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1994), p. 434. 

40 Levy, "Military Reform in the Ottoman Empire", p. 229. 

41 Bruce Me Gowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", ed. Halil inalcIk and Donald Quataert, An 

Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, 1699-1812, (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1994), p. 659. 

42 KOyi Bey, Ko~i Bey Risalesi, (istanbl.il, p. 24. 
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In contrast, the Janissary corps increased from nearly 8.000 soldiers in 1527, to 

approximately 53.000 in 1699. The expansion of lanissaries was felt not only in the 

major cities, but also in the provinces as well. The change in that ratio was the clear 

representation of the new requisitions. The number of the Janissaries increased to 

the detriment of other troops, especially as the European wars required more and 

more firepower. Their increased number and influence empowered them, so they 

settled, intermarried and hence became an integral part of society43. 

Re$ad Ekrem Kovu says that; "hamamdaki dellak, kayzkdaki hamlacl, 

bostandaki zrgat, yana§ma, 9ar§1 pazar halkz, §ekerci, bbrek9i, kalaycI, yorgancl, 

halla9. yemenici, sara9", briefly, all craftsmen, artisans and tradesmen who were 

pretending to be soldiers had been titled as Janissaries, attempts to restructure and 

reform the central military order of the Ottoman empire became impossible44
, 

because those groups did not consider to be Janissary as their essential job and thus 

they were strongly resisting against new regulations aiming to take them under 

discipline. 

Moreover during the eighteenth century, the Janissaries who were formed by 

small tradesmen gradually became an almost unpaid militia. Although they were not 

gaining any income, their judicial and tax immunities, which they were increasingly 

unable to justify on the battlefield, created a growing tendency of being Janissary 45. 

43 Karen Barkey, Bandits and Bureaucrats, The Ottoman Route to State Centralization, (Ithaca 

and London: Cornell University Press, 1994), pp. 35,69-70. 

44 Rel?ad Ekrem Ko~u, Yeni~eriler, (istanbul: Ko~u Yaymlan, 1964), p. 299.' 

45 Bruce McGowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", p. 659. 
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On the other hand the state's need for soldiers became increasingly acute. 

As we mentioned previously, while some members of the Janissaries were 

finding a way in not serving on campaigns, some others, who were sent for fighting, 

were escaping either from roads or from regions where they went. For example, In 

1232, the governor of Aleppo Ahmed Pasha wrote to the authorities that some 

Janissaries deserted their posts and escaped to the districts of Damascus, namely, 

Hama, Humus and Mara. He warned that, these Janissaries could plot, so their 

situation must have been reported to the governor of Damascus46
. According to 

another decree, in the year 1236, the master of the bear hounds, (Saksoncuba§l) 

Osman Aga47 and the Commander of ibrail Ebubekir Pasha48 reported that most of 

the lanissaries in Bogdan deserted and because of this reason there occurred a strong 

necessity to have new soldiers. Also the Commander of Varna Salih Pasha with a 

letter informed the authorities that the majority of the Janissaries in Varna 

deserted49
. There were numerous examples of that situation in the documents and 

since it is not possible to mention all of them, I only selected a few. 

Thus when the Janissaries became increasingly ineffective and irrelevant to 

the new requisitions of the state, they were supplied and counterbalanced by the 

local irregular forces variously known as levend, sanca and sekban. In fact, the use 

of local forces to supplement and counterbalance the Janissaries was not the new 

46 EA, H.H. 24320, 1232/1817. 

47 EA, H.H. 45978, 1236/1820. 

48 EA, H.H. 45811, 1236/1820. 

49 EA, H.H. 45963.E, 1236/1820. 
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case. The checks and balance system had long been existing between the central and 

local military forces. As the Janissary army was used to establish the central 

authority'S hegemony over the local forces, just the reverse, the Janissaries 

themselves were checked and balanced by irregular local forces, organised and 

recruited as early as the sixteenth century50. Aksan says that the levend, the locally 

mustered soldier, universal in all societies, had become central to Ottoman war 

making by 175051 Thus when the changes in military structure of the Janissary army 

contributed with several interrelated factors it became inevitable for the government 

to substitute local forces for the Janissaries and to make reforms to improve the 

situation of the Ianissaries. 

2.3. PREVIOUS MILITARY REFORM ATTEMPTS 

As we mentioned earlier, Ottoman military reform was led and driven by a 

set of both external and internal factors. It is a problematic issue to determine a 

precise conception date and reference mark for reform attempts, which go back as 

early as the seventeenth century in the Ottoman Empire. However, somewhat clearer 

signs about the recognition 'something new must be done' appeared following the 

Treaty of Passarovitz(1718), which may be seen as an indicator of the inadequacy of 

50 Virginia H. Aksan, "Whatever Happened to the Janissaries? Mobilization for the 1768-1774 

Russo-Ottoman War", War in History, ed. Hew ~trachan, Dennis E. Showalter, (London: Arnold, 

1998), p., 27. 
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the traditional military institutions against Russia, as the representative of modern 

European military techniques and facilities 5z. It would not be a mistake to talk about 

a kind of consensus on this topic and this may be considered as an argument that 

puts the weight more on the external factors as stimulus for the reformation. 

The reformism was once restricted to the adoption of material products and 

implementation of technical amelioration since early reformists still believed in the 

superiority of the traditional system and its foundations. Thus one may 

conceptualize those attempts, which were to be considered a continuation of ones 

that had been proposed by K09i Bey during Murad IV period in 1630 or Katip 

<;elebi and Naima later, as 'traditional reformism'. Reforms of Ahmet III, Mahmut I, 

and Mustafa III periods were typical examples of that kind of policy. Although those 

periods had a substantial importance to evaluate many points such as the course of 

future events, the domestic mental climate where reforms would flourish, 

comparative analysis between the early and late attempts and the break point from 

traditional to modern, they remain beyond our main frame of discussion, and thus 

we will consciously focus on later periods. 

In the second half of the eighteenth century, a power struggle occurred with 

the West, represented by France and Russia, which then had already become the 

main military threat to the Ottoman Empire. At this stage, Ottomans' efforts at 

military restoration were strongly supported by the French government. Encouraged 

by French diplomacy, Ottoman government was at the same time seeking a way out 

51 Ibid., p. 28. 

52 Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, (Montreal, 1964), p. 30. 
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in order to calm troubles of conservatives against the reforms, and entered into a 

long and costly war with Russia (1768-74). The war served for a test of the limited 

reforms and· the result was a total disappointment 53. 1774 Kaynarca Treaty, which 

concluded the war, though its territorial provisions were not desperate, was not only 

considered as one of the most fateful documents of the Ottoman history but also as a 

turning point. This is due to the fact that it was with the Kaynarca Treaty, a territory 

whose majority of population was Muslim was separated from Ottoman sovereignty 

for the first time; the independence of Crimea was recognized by both Ottomans and 

Russia, although the later would occupy and annex it in 178354 

Abdulhamit I, who had ascended to the throne only six months before the 

Kaynarca Treaty was signed, thus directly felt the urgency of need to reform the 

military. He tried to introduce new military techniques and weapons that were 

supposed to enable the Ottoman army to cope with European rivals. Although his 

way of reform should be still considered traditionalistic, it was during his reign that 

foreign military advisers were invited in substantial numbers and they were obliged 

neither to be converted to Islam nor to dress in domestic style for the first time55
. 

A Hungarian originated artillery officer in the French service, Baron 

Franyois de Tott, who had already been to istanbul since 1755 with an official status, 

examined the existing Ottoman military establishment and recommended changes as 

53 Ibid., p. 55. 

54 Erik Jan Zurcher, Modernle~en Tiirkiye'nin Tarihi, (istanbul: ileti~im Yay., 1995), p. 38. 

55 Stanford 1. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume I: Empire of the 

Gazis: The Rise and Decline, 1280-1808, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1976), p. 251. 
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being adviser on military reforms to Mustafa IIl56
. He established a new rapid-fire 

artillery corps at Kaglthane, and later built a modern cannon foundry at Hask6y, and 

next to the artillery corps a new mathematics school hendesehane (that would be 

transformed into a school of naval engineering in 178-4) where French instructors 

gave their lessons in French and Greek and Armenian assistants translated them into 

Turkish. A Frenchman named Aubert and a Scottish officer named Campbell, 

converted to Islam in contrast to other specialists and took. the name Mustafa, were 

assisting Baron de Tott. Following his departure to Paris in March 1776 those two 

people continued to manage rapid-fire corps and the school. Meanwhile more and 

more French military officers and technical advisers began to arrive in istanbul. 

Despite a short interruption due to the Janissary pressure, during the Grand Vizirate 

of Halil Hamid Pa~a, artillery operating under the control of French artillery officers 

and directed by lieutenant Aubert expanded and corps performed satisfactory 

progress57
. Halil Hamid Pa~a who had gained most of his administrative experiences 

in kalemiye and especially in the office of Reisiilkiittab, recognised that without the 

modernisation and reinforcement of the army as a whole, all efforts to restore the 

military units would inevitably fail. He then tried to unify the old and the new parts 

of military structure trying to ameliorate the situation of the former. Besides, he 

dealt with financial problems and revival of the traditional institutions58
. Grand 

Vizier Halil Hamit Pa~a who had become very unpopular, was first dismissed due to 

56 Avigdor Levy, "Military Reform and the Problem of Centralization in the Ottoman Empire in the 

Eighteenth Century", p. 235. 

57 Ibid. 
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intrigues of the coalition constituted of his political opponents, conservative anti­

reformists and parties that had lost some of their interests because of the Pa~a's 

financial measures. They kept on agitating using the annexation of Crimea as a 

pretext to disgrace him and at the end Halil Hamid Pa~a was executed in178S59
. 

In addition to those mentioned above, Abdiilhamid I aimed to restore the 

Janissary corps and Sipahi cavalry, which in spite of the development in artillery 

remained as the base of the Ottoman army. Although tremendous success was 

obtained in returning the Janissary corps their pre-war position, the Sultan could not 

focus on the military reform further because of internal problems. Notables who 

gained provincial authority at the central government's expense constituted another 

threat for the central authority, as severe as the external one. Karaosmanoglu, 

Nasuhoglu, Canikli Hacl Ali Pa~aoglu, ~apanoglu, $atlroglu, ilyasoglu, 

Giindiizoglu, Yllanoglu, Voyvoda Kocaba~l in Anatolia; Dagdevirenoglu, Serezli 

ismail, Tokatclkh Siileyman, Tirsiniklioglu, Bu~athoglu, i~kodrah Mahmut Pa~a in 

Rumeli were the most powerful examples of those notables or ayans. From the ranks 

of these local notables, a more special group also misleadingly called ayans emerged 

mainly during the war of 1768-74 and they took the power by force in a way similar 

to warlords60
. In addition, due to political weakness, in outer regions such as Syria, 

Iraq, Arabia and Egypt again local notables were keeping the control. Thus revenues 

dramatically decreased and the state was deprived of important financial resources at 

58 Stanford J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume I, p. 257. 

59 Ibid. 

60 Bruce McGowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", p. 662. 



a time when they became crucial. In the face of such a dissolution of central 

authority, the Sultans were trying to establish classical checks-and-balances system, 

playoff parties against each other, and provide conformity and orderliness, 

sometimes appointing notables to official posts or bribing them, and at last sending 

military forces against them61 . However, the government was getting more 

dependent to general levies raised by ayans in both Rumeli and Anatolia. While the 

central government was being benefited from the military help of ayans of Rumeli 

both against the external enemies and to local rebellions, the ayans were discovering 

the discontent and the disregard of the government against the Janissary army. This 

would accelerate the decentralisation of political power by enabling the feudal rivals 

to strengthen their position in Greece, Albania, Bulgaria, Syria, Iraq, and Egypt62 

At that time the Russian threat was getting more and more serious. Agreeing 

with Austria about expelling the Ottomans from Europe and sharing her territories, 

Russia developed and introduced the so-called "Greek problem,,63. A five years-

lasting war was declared against Russia in 1787. However, after Halil Hamid Pa$a 

had been dismissed and executed, the military reform l6st acceleration. In addition, 

since the King of France became relative with the Habsburgs by marriage, the 

French military mission was withdrawn64. Abdulhamid I died during the war and 

Selim III succeeded him in the midst of desperate battles in 1789. Russian army, 

61 Stanford 1. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume I, p. 253-254. 

62 Bruce McGowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", p. 663. 

63 Ibid., p. 258. 

64 Leonce Pingaud, Choiseul-Gouffier, La France en Orient Sous Louis XVI, (Paris, 1887), p. 98. 



33 

although its ally Austria could not have any effective result, won a definite victory 

in the 1787-92 war. Following the war, the Ottoman government faced a series of 

crises~ Klrcah bandit raids of 1797-1807, Egypt's invasion by Napoleon army 

in 1798, rebellions of Serbs in 1804. It became clear for the ruling elite that military 

forces with their existing structure were condemned to defeat permanently against 

the rivals which were equipped with modern arms, using new techniques and having 

greater soldiers in number. Another undoubted lesson derived from the course of 

events was, without bringing into solution such factors as the opposition of 

traditional institutions, especially Janissary corps and their civilian allies such as 

ulema and impoverished eSllaf~ the conflict of opinion (and interest, as well) among 

the ruling elite; and economic constraints that were continuously being aggravated, 

reform attempts were doomed to failure. 

Selim III, from his youth, was interesting in European culture and he was 

examining especially French civilization with admiration. Even before he came to 

the power he had been corresponding with Louis XIV, then King of France, who 

was representing the model of enlightened monarch whom Selim aimed to become65
. 

On the one hand, he was carrying traces from traditional reform movement, on the 

other hand he might be considered as the pioneer of Ottoman modernization. 

Eighteenth century Western-inspired military reform history, which can be divided 

thus into two phases, came to its culmination during his reign66
. Although within this 

65 Bernard Lewis, Modern Tiirkiye'nin Dogu~u, (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu, 1988), pp. 57-62. 

66 Avigdor Levy, "Military Reform and the Problem of Centralization in the Ottoman Empire in the 

Eighteenth Century", p. 239. 
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perspective 'he is seen as an interim element or passage period personality, yet he 

was one of the most important figures of the modernization process and the first real 

reformer67
, since Selim III was the first Sultan who tried to establish a new way of 

communication between "enlightened" Europe represented by France and Ottoman 

elite68 

Anti-reformists who were representing real groups of interests, contrary to 

reformists, thus easily found support in society. The adoption of Western methods 

and innovations was not viewed only as a disobedience of ~eriat by those groups, 

but also a destruction of traditional structure, which would cost them loosing their 

status. However the reformists were at first focusing on the external military threat, 

namely Russia, and paying less attention if any, to encourage the emergence of a 

new economic class that would support the innovation, breaking down the traditional 

network and restructuring society so that the reforms would found a social base to 

fit. Although they admiringly favored the introduction of new military facilities and 

techniques, they still intentionally kept away themselves to impose measures 

requiring institutional changes since not only they thought such a step would disturb 

the legitimacy of restoration policy69, but also the problem solution methodology 

was formulated in their understanding in that way. 

Selim Ill's era deserves detailed researches and in fact one may find very 

67 Bruce McGowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", p. 658. 

68 Erik Jan Zurcher, Modernle~en Tiirkiye'nin Tarihi, p. 40. 

69 Avigdor Levy, "Military Reform and the Problem of Centralization in the Ottoman Empire in the 

Eighteenth Century", p. 230; and Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, p. 63. 
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fruitful material on this subject studied by both Turkish and Western researchers. In 

order to remain within the boundaries of my topic, I will try only to mention this 

period briefly in regard to its characteristics relevant to my subject. On the question 

whether Selim III reforms were structurally different and of fundamental 

characteristics, there is not a complete and general agreement. Some historians 

including Berkes, Karal, Karpat, Lewis, and Uzun9ar~lh entitled him with the 

emmence of being the first true reformist. According to this point of view; 

traditional reformists had been solely interested in the material products of the 

modern Europe and since they saw no connection between those outputs and 

v..T estern civilization foundations, they had not felt any need to reshape the 

traditional Ottoman institutions according to Western model, put it aside completely 

substituting them. Selim III, in contrast, realized the necessity of more 

comprehensive reforms, which naturally required changing the basic traditional 

institutions themselves. He widened the scope of reformism by pointing out that the 

problem of rehabilitation was not bounded with only military but instead it was a 

matter of civil reform as well,. and economic recovery should occupy a great deal in 

the comprehensive reform plan, which should be designed following universal 

consent. Because he understood without making considerable alterations in those 

institutions that he saw as the main obstacle to change, if not simply abolishing 

them, it would be impossible to pursue the policy of innovation70
. 

70 Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, p. 71-72; Enver Ziya Karal, Selim 

III'iin Hatt-l Hiimayunlan, (Ankara, 1946), pp. 11-21; Kemal H. Karpat, Tiirk Demokrasi 

Tarihi: Sosyal, Ekonomik, Kiiltiirel Temeller, (istanbul: Afa YaymcIllk, 1996), p. 32; Bernard 

Lewis, Modern Tiirkiye'nin Dogu~u, pp. 56-60. 
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However, a group of other Ottoman history researchers, including Shaw, and 

with some reserves Levy and Zurcher, oppose them and categorize the reform 

concept of Selim III as mainly traditionalistic. Zurcher argues that decrees of Selim 

III, which insisted on the building and clothing restrictions over non-Muslim reaya, 

and his inability to establish a proper budgetary system, constitute evidence for 

traditionalistic character of his policy 71. Levy, though he acknowledges Selim Ill's 

ability to win considerable support for his policies among the ruling elite, and 

recognizes the importance of such reforms as the administrative measure aiming to 

bring all the existing military corps of lanissaries under civilian supervision by 

appointing separate inspectors called naZIrs, he still considers him as a ruler which 

"espoused not only the restoration of a traditional political system, but also 

conservation of the existing medieval social order,,72. He sees no significant 

differences between Selim III and his ancestors Ahmed III, Mahmud I, Mustafa III 

and yet remarks on his similarities with Abdulhamid I. Levy, emphasizing the 

conservative aspects of Selim III reforms in all essential aspects attributes the failure 

of reforms to this ideological weakness. He agrees with Zurcher by saying that 

Selim III, like his predecessors reinforced the application of laws, which imposed 

restrictions on dressing of individuals according to their religious, social and 

professional identity. Thus there is a paradox according to him between the need to 

dissolve guild-like structure of military, which was indispensable for reforms and 

the precaution of reformists to conserve the classical society as it was. Furthermore, 

71 Erik Jan Zurcher, Modernle~en Tiirkiye'nin Tarihi, p. 40-41. 

72 Avigdor Levy, "Military Reform and the Problem of Centralization in the Ottoman Empire in the 

Eighteenth Century", p. 242. 
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he compares and contrasts Selim III with Mahmud II and underlines the fact that the 

same Ottoman society, which rejected westernizing reforms during Selim Ill's era, 

would accept them in a definitive and irreversible manner two decades later, in order 

to prove the former one's incompetence73
. Last but not the least, Shaw represents 

Selim Ill's point of view as traditionalistic since he accepted the necessity of new 

military units only to use effectively modern weapons and techniques, but on 

condition that they were kept aside from the old body, so that the traditional order of 

the Ottoman society remained untouched74
. He argues that Selim III did not 

understand the integration of European technology with the social, economic, and 

political revolution, which had been going on since the Reformation and thus his 

social and economic reforms were not innovative either. His ignorance can be seen 

from his failure to take proper measure in order to resolve periodic financial chaos. 

Instead of establishing a budgetary system, he, according to Shaw, tried to make the 

old system work by reorganizing the scribal service and worst, he resorted to the 

traditional methods of issuing debased coins and increasing taxes 75. 

France was occupying a very distinguished place in Selim Ill's reform­

minded framework. This influence may be seen from the very beginning of his 

reforms. The process began even before the peace provided by J assy Treaty; in the 

fall of 1791 the Sultan called twenty-two people belonging to high ranks of civilian 

bureaucracy, military and ulema in order to organize a series of councils and 

73 Ibid. 

74 Stanford J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume I, p. 260. 

75 Ibid, p. 264-265. 
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committees where state affairs were discussed and written proposals about the 

reforms were supplied. Lewis underlines the resemblance between those councils 

and the assemblies in France as well as layiha reports submitted there and cahiers in 

France. Yet he argues that even when Selim III was baptizing his reforms as Nizam-I 

Cedid, he was inspired by the King of France's letters mentioning "the new order" in 

France76
. 

There existed a unanimous consensus on the urgency and precedence of 

military reforms in alllayihas, while most of them were proposing to first restore the 

lanissaries and other corps to their original positions and functions, and then give 

them modern weapons, very few insisted on the inability of older military 

institutions to use neither those weapons nor their prerequisite modern techniques, 

and thus since it was impossible to reform them, they had to be abolished and 

replaced by the new ones 77. Selim III preferred a mixed solution; on the one hand he 

renewed the efforts to rehabilitate the old military corps, on the other he launched 

the plan which is accepted as his main contribution to Turkish modernization and his 

originality, the organization of new infantry and cavalry units on Western models 

known as the New Order Army or simply Nizam-l Cedid. Although Nizam-z Cedid 

was supposed to be a collective name for all reforms, including decrees on tax 

regulations, central and provincial administration, and many other financial and 

administrative topics, it is quite significant that this term was merging with the new 

army and used thereafter solely to refer its corps. 

76 Bernard Lewis, Modern Tiirkiye'nin Dogu~u, pp. 58-59. 

77 Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, p. 72-73; 
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As I mentioned earlier, Selim III did not neglect the Janissaries and sipahis 

either. The number of Janissary rolls were subject to a drastic decrease, the entrance 

criteria was restored and the privileges allowed to the members' sons were 

restricted, Janissaries were demanded to attend rifle-training, a new rotational 

system was adopted for tlmarb sipahis in order to prevent the disbandment problem 

of Ottoman army. Reforms covered the old topc;u, humbaracI, iaglmcl and top 

arabacl corps where more satisfactory results obtained. The Nizam-l Cedid army 

was created as a completely separated military body; was organized, and clothed in 

the Western manner, equipped with modern weapons and tactics, trained by French, 

English, Swedish and German advisers. Turkish originated peasant boys from 

Anatolia recruited soldiers for the Nizam-l Cedid army, whose barracks were 

situated at Levend r;~ftliks, overlooking the Bosphorus. Shaw explains the selection 

of such place as a simple measure of the Sultan who was aiming to avoid annoying 

the older corps by keeping Nizam-l Cedid soldiers as far as possible from 

Janissaries78
. However, in Koca Sekbanba$l Risaiesi, this positioning is explained 

due to a precautionary step taken by a discerning prudence of the Sultan who was 

alarmed against the plans of the Russian Queen, preparing a plan of disembarkation 

to Black Sea coasts of istanbul and to Bosphorus sides in order to destroy water 

supply system of the city and occupy it easily79. Following the invasion of Egypt by 

France, a second garrison was established in Uskudar and shortly the last one near 

the first in Lev·end. The corps, which were constituted of 2.536 privates and 27 

78 Stanford J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume I, p. 262. 

79 Koca Sekbanba~1 Risalesi, (istanbul: TercfimanYaymlan 1001 Temel Eser, 1974), pp. 37-41. 
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officers increased to 22.685 privates and l.590 officers at the end of 1806, just 

before their dramatic abolishment. 

First signs of failures came from the Balkans, where the most VIgOroUS 

opposition to military reforms and m fact the intrinsic centralization of power 

emerged. The centrifugal forces in the provinces, ayans of northern and western 

Balkans who became more powerful and independent in comparison to local 

Anatolian rulers strongly resisted centralizing policies of the government. The 

uiema, who were touched by the Western influence that the Sultan did not need to or 

only could not hide, and who recognized the degree of destructiveness of those 

innovations on the classical Ottoman system rigorously showed their opposition. 

Last but not the least, Janissaries were the group whose resentment was highest. 

They were in fact representing the wide opposition due to economic difficulties 

emerging from the lack of a rational financial policy to support the military reform 

expenditures, to compulsory military recruitment for Nizam-l Cedid, and some of the 

ministers of the Sultan. In some chronicles, the discontentment of Janissaries was 

represented as related with firstly their fear since they forecasted the Sultan's 

ultimate plan was the abolishment of older corps, and secondly their unwillingness 

to attend regular training which prevented them to pursue their actual living 

activities, such as working as porters, grocers, green-grocers, fishermen, boatmen, 

and bakers80
. The revolt emerged due to a conflict between Janissary yamaks and a 

Nizam-l Cedid officer because of the formers' refusal to dress in the new uniform. 

Selim III tried to calm the rebels led by a yamak commander Kabak91 Mustafa, by 

80 Ibid., pp. 41-42. 
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disbanding the new army and yet leaving some officers to the fury of crowd, but the 

climax was soon reached to accusation of him personally to be under the control of 

the unbeliever Westerners81
. According to afetva, declaring Selim Ill's reforms a 

violation of the §eriat, he was dethroned and replaced by his cousin Mustafa IV as 

the candidate of conservatives on May 29th
, 1807. 

Although most of Selim III's reforms were not completely successful, they 

served as a guide for his successor, Mahmud II. Selim III constructed channels 

through which \¥ estern knowledge penetrated Ottoman society and thus affected it 

in different ways and at different levels. In carrying out his military reforms, he did 

not hesitate to invite many European military and technical advisers and let them 

appear openly in the streets of istanbul. Again within the same perspective, 

permanent embassies were established in the leading European capitals for the first 

time. Ambassadors were engaged to examine and report military, administrative and 

civil organization in the countries they were assigned. Establishment of a separate 

naval medical service with a medical school to train doctors and surgeons and 

translation of European medical books into Turkish did not only constitute a part of 

the process of modernization of navy but also provided the Empire with her first 

regular state medicine service. Selim III tried to restore the timar system according 

to the law which was prepared by the Grand Vizier Halil Hamid in the previous 

period and thus the practice of allocating fiefs to palace favourites was abandoned, 

so that the revenues should be collected as directly as possible by the central 

government. His most influential economic successes were in regulating the 

81 Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, p. 82. 
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provision of grain and other food to the cities which imbalanced the negative effects 

of overpopuiation and shortage due to inflation82
. 

After the uprising of May 1807, and Selim III had retired to virtual 

imprisonment in the palace, Mustafa IV issued various decrees eliminating not only 

the Nizam-z Cedid in its narrow sense, but also all the schools, institutions, and 

reforms associated with it. In fact, the real power was in hands of rebels who were 

soon divided into rival groups and began to fight with each other. Selim Ill's 

supporters who managed to survive were gathering at Rus<;uk. Alemdar Mustafa, 

who had formerly been a Janissary and was promoted by Selim III to a vizierate, was 

serving as the ayan of Rus<;uk. He then became leader of the deposed Sultan's 

supporters and they moved in order to restore Selim III back to the throne in July 

180883
. 

Alemdar Mustafa Pa~a and his friends entered istanbul with an army of 

16.000 men, took control in the city and demanded accession of Selim III to the 

throne. However he could not break into the palace before spies of Mustafa IV had 

assassinated the imprisoned Sultan. Instead, Selim Ill's cousin Mahmud II, who 

survived thanks to the bravery of harem members who hid him on the palace roof, 

was placed on the throne by Alemdar Mustafa Pa~a. 

Mahmut II appointed Alemdar to the Grand Vizierate, and ordered the 

82 Stanford J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume I, p. 265. 

83 Howard A. Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mabmud II in June 1826, Princeton 

University doctoral dissertation series No: 5163, (Ann Arbor Michigan:. University Microfilms, 

May 1951), p. 7. 
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execution or exile of murderers of Selim III. During the first period of his reign, 

which did not endure longer than three months, it was the Grand Vizier Alemdar 

Mustafa Pa~a who had the control of political power. Alemdar tried to restore Selim 

Ill's reforms, and he began by assuring support of provincial notables whose 

opposition had brought an end not only the previous reform attempts but also costed 

the life of his belowed Sultan Selim. Ayans held a series of meetings to discuss 

Alemdar's proposals, and finally they agreed to sign the Document of Agreement or 

Sened-i ht~fak on October 7th
, 1808. Although neither the Sultan himself nor none of 

the notables except four officially signed the document, it was still referred as the 

Magna Carta of the Ottoman Empire, the first written document which brings 

limitation on the power of the Sultan regarding taxes and reciprocally establishes 

responsibilities and obligations of notables· against him84
. The document did not 

include any open article about the military reforms but its conte}.1:, rhetoric and spirit 

imposed the restoration of Nizam-l Cedid. 

Alemdar Mustafa attempted to revitalize Nizam-l Cedid but since he feared to 

be directly targeted by its opponents before he accomplished required preparation, 

he followed a different path. The destructed Nizam-l Cedid barracks at Levent 

Ciftlik and Uskiidar were repaired and a new army organized there with 3.000 rapid-

fire rifle soldiers, 5.000 volunteers and survivors of Nizam-z Cedid officers. In order 

to prevent the reaction of Janissaries the new army was baptized as Sekban-z Cedid, 

84 Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, pp. 90-91; Stanford J. Shaw, History 

of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume II: Reform, Revolution, and Republic: 

The Rise of Modern Turkey, 1808-1975, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977), pp. 2-

3. 
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new sekbans, and designed as an affiliate of Janissary corps rather than to be a 

separate force like the unfortunate Nizam-l Cedicf5. However in fact, there was 

nothing special and original for Sekban-z Cedid, it was only a poor imitation of the 

previous model. Alemdar was planning to expand Sekban-z Cedid army to 160.000 

men divided into 100 regiments and 3 divisions, but it could never increase above 

10.00086
. 

Janissaries revolted within ten days of this vague return of Selim III reforms. 

After a short fight, Janissaries fired the accommodation of the Grand Vizier where 

he died with several hundreds of rebels and they drove the attacks towards Mahmud 

II. However their plan to depose him and restore Mustafa IV to the throne could not 

be successful, since the Sultan, ordering the execution of his brother, remained as 

the only living man from the Ottoman dynasty. Janissaries then stopped and 

compromised with the Sultan who pretended to surrender to them. The Sekban army 

was disbanded and the reform attempts did not appear again for almost twenty years. 

Learning a lot from both his uncle's and Alemdar Mustafa's fatalities and 

failures, Mahmut II recognized the importance of moving very prudently. He 

pretended to acknowledge the authority of Janissaries and, before stepping forward, 

decided to prepare a detailed and front-loaded plan, where all possibilities and 

probabilities were calculated, required measures were taken, and he waited until a 

sound base of operation been established. 

85 Stanford J. Shaw, History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume II, p. 3. 

86 Ibid 
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3. THE REGISTRATION OF THE 'ESKiNCi' CORPS 

3.1. PREPARATION PERIOD 

.. bu tekelluften murad mukteza-Yl vakt-i hale gore 

i§imize yarayacak vechle kesb-i maharet etmeleridir 

yoksa ni§an urmak ve usul ve furuunu bilmeyerek her 

biri korlemeden atacak iseler hic;bir §ey demek olmaz 

kaIdz ki bu kadar adam evvel emirde atub tutmaszl1l 

ve usul ve furuunu ogrenmedikc;e barut ile c;at pat 

tufenk almalan sakil bir §ey olup bayagz Frenkler 

istihza ederler ... 

Mahmud II, BA H.H. 25635. 

The thought that both the internal security and the maintenance of frontiers 

required a new form of well-arranged army set in motion Mahmud II, but since he 

took lessons from the previous attempts of reforming army, he preferred to move 

with caution. Believing that changing the structure of the army was closely 

associated -with his loyal officers in the corps, the Sultan firstly had located a few 

trustworthy people in the army and hence planned to charge them with important 

places in the chain of promotions. 

The former aim of the Sultan seemed to (or at least he intentionally 

represented it as) have been the reorganisation of the Janissary corps in a new way 

rather than to destroy them. That plan of forming a new corps -called E$kincis, taking 

150 men from each mess was the result of at least four years of preparation period 
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on behalf of the Sultan&7. Two acts of Mahmud II, in the fall of 1822, had become 

the start of a series of further progress in reorganising the Janissary corps. The first 

was the dismissal of Halet Efendi on 25 Safer 1238113 November 1822 from his 

post&8. His second step was the appointment of Huseyin Aga to the post of lieutenant 

general of the Janissary corps. 

Halet Efendi had been a real power in the Ottoman Empire for about a dozen 

years. According to sources, his influence was especially based on his huge income. 

That income was collected from the rich Greek families of the Fener district of 

istanbul in return for. help to obtain posts as interpreters to the Porte or in the 

principalities of Walla chi a and Moldavia89 

According to Cevdet, Halet Efendi was very intelligent and very well spoken 

and convincing his opponents but he was ready to perform illegal acts in order to 

protect his selfish profit. He used his income wisely to give ample gifts to the 

important Janissaries and other officials. Because of his close relations with the 

Janissaries, he spent great effort in delaying the Sultan's reorganisation project that 

would weaken his influence over the Janissaries. He was able to postpone the 

reorganisation project either by claiming that it was not the suitable time since there 

would be a Janissary rebellion or by encouraging any conflicts or wars against the 

&7 Cevdet, Tarih.:.i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 56. 

&8 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 52. He adds a short 

biography of him: Halet Mehmed Said Efendi, 1760-1822. He held a number of official posts in 

the bureaucracy, went to France as Ottoman Minister between the period 1803-1806. After his 

return, he served in Bagdad and in 1811 he entered in the palace service. 

&9 Ibid., p. 53. Reed also talks about his bribery actions in detail. pp. 53-54. 
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enemIes. Even, in the time of the Dervi~ Pa~a's Vizierate, when an assembly 

gathered to discuss the dispute with Russia, Halet Efendi strongly proposed to open 

war. The assembly was dissolved without a final decision but Halet Efendi was able 

to cause confusion. After the assembly, Dervi~ Pa~a asked Halet Efendi how those 

poor lanissaries would fight against Russia. He replied that it was possible to 

abolish the Janissaries and to make a reorganisation, but he did not want to do this90
. 

Halet Efendi claimed that the campaign against Ali Pa~a of Yanya would 

result in a quick victory, but the conclusion became reversed. As a result of this 

Halet Efendi lost his influence. In order to provide the support of the lanissaries and 

ulema he needed large sums of money, and his income especially came from his 

homeland, but after the campaign against Ali Pa~a of Yanya he also lost this income, 

as we1l 91
. In addition he was also deprived of the income that he had been receiving 

in gifts and bribes from Mehmed Ali of Egypt92. 

When Halet Efendi could not meetthe demands of the Janissaries, they began 

to shift their allegiance. They started frequently to organise meetings in Aga Kaplsl 

or other places in order to discuss Halet Efendi's situation. In those meetings while 

some were supporting Halet Efendi, others were demanding his dismissa193
. 

In those days, one Friday when Mahmud II went to Bayezid tomb incognito, 

the Aga of lanissaries also came there. Some of the Janissary sergeants were 

90 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 55. 

91 Ibid. 

92 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 56. 
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. gathered around the Janissary Aga and said that they did not want Halet Efendi. 

Hearing those requests, the Sultan summoned the Aga of Janissaries in order to 

question him on this event. the Aga of Janissaries informed that the Janissaries did 

no longer want Halet Efendi. The Sultan became very pleased and told the Aga of 

Janissaries that their requests would be performed94
. 

On 27 Receb 123611 May 1821, a nominee of Halet Efendi, HaCI Salih Pa~a 

had become the Grand Vizier. But as time went on the relation between Halet Efendi 

and the Grand Vizier was severed and the Grand Vizier requested the permission of 

the Sultan to banish Halet Efendi. The Sultan was waiting this for a long time. Halet 

Efendi was exiled to Konya, and on the same day, Salih Pa~a was dismissed from his 

office an exiled to Gelibolu as we1l95
. 

After Halet Efendi left istanbul, Husni Bey informed the Sultan about his 

illegal actions. The declaration brought about the execution of Halet Efendi. After 

Halet Efendi was executed in Konya, his head was brought to istanbul and exposed 

outside the Palace with a Yafta describing his crimes96
. 

After the removal of Halet Efendi the Sultan got the ease to drive the 

government. Freely, the next three and a half years he tried to establish a powerful 

support of the officials who would devotedly work for his aims. Several 

appointments were made until the E§kinci Project, for the position of high ranking 

93 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 56. 

94 Ibid. 

95 Ibid., p. 57. 
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Janissary leaders, the ulema and other bureaucrats. One of those appointed people 

was ismail Aga who had become the Aga of Janissaries in 1821, but since his 

activities created an enmity among the Janissary corps and he was seen as incapable 

of disciplining them, after almost a year in the office, he was dismissed from his 

post. The former lieutenant general Hasan Aga was appointed to his post97
. Hasan 

Aga spent less time than his predecessor in his new post and almost thirty days later 

he was dismissed. The former lieutenant general Osman Aga was appointed as the 

Aga of Janissaries but his appointment was very short as well. After his forty-seven 

days of command, from 23 Safer to 10 Rebiu'l-Ahir 1238/10 November-26 

December 1822, the previous lieutenant general Ali filled the post98
. The series of 

promotions continued with the dismissal of Osman Aga in Cumaziye'l-Ahir 

1238IFebruary 1823 and the appointment of the former lieutenant general Huseyin 

Aga as the Aga of Janissaries99
. 

Following and due to the appointment of Hiiseyin Aga as the Aga of 

Janissaries, the reform process was accelerated. Huseyin Aga too, occupying the 

post of corp master in his background, had been recognising the importance of this 

position. The corp masters were managing the corps as they liked. Hence by spoiling 

the relations between the Janissary masters and odaba§ls Hiiseyin Aga succeeded in 

destroying the oppressive power of the corp masters. He also creating a rift between 

96Ibid., pp. 57-58. 

97Ibid., p. 54. Cevdet gives the date 23 Muharrem 1238/9 October 1822. 

98lbid., p. 70. 

99 Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet, Vol. XII, p. 70. 
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other posts, aimed to untie the hierarchical chains10o. 

Another important act of Hiiseyin Aga in suppressing the lanissaries was to 

exile the leaders who would waylay his future attacks; such as Memi~ Efendi who 

was the deputy teacher was exiled to Salonika, the lieutenant-general Hiiseyin Aga 

and Muhzzr Ahmed Aga were expelled to the provinces. As a part of this policy, 

some leaders of the lanissaries who tormented the population were sent to prison 

and some were executed therelO
l. 

Three months later from his appointment Hiiseyin Aga managed to extinguish 

the Janissary leaders with those banishments, imprisonments and executions. The 

operation of cleansing Janissary inns at Asmaa1tl contributed to the establishment of 

security in istanbul. This was because many porters and day-labourers, being at the 

same time members of the lanissaries, were living there and had a bad reputation in 

the eyes of the citizens. Thus, the first step of the "planned appeasing movement" 

was brought to a successful conclusion. This was a step of the planned movement 

since from the beginning of the selection and appointment of Hiiseyin Aga to the end 

of his cleansing movement it was seen the signs of planning and deliberate thinking. 

Cevdet narrates that in one of the customary Friday meeting, Mahmud II asked 

Hiiseyin Aga whether there were any Janissary brigands who were not yet punished 

and, he, being very pleased to hear the answer "no", promoted Huseyin Aga with the 

title of Aga Pa~al02. But the fear that, the deep-seated hostility of some lanissaries 

100 Ibid., pp. 72-73. 

101Ib'd 7'" 1 ., p. j. 

102 Ibid. 
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against the policy of him could turn to an assassination, directed Huseyin Pa~a to 

apply the Sultan for changing his duty with another position103 He even behaved 

impatiently to await the Sultan's decision. The Sultan warned him that those kinds of 

works were not to be done in a hurry and carelessly 104. After the assembly of Meclis-

i Me~veret on 20 Safer 1239/25 October 1823, he was charged as the governor of 

Kocaeli and Bursa Sancaks and the commander of the Bosphorus Castles 105. The 

new duty of Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a was not selected randomly; Mahmud II must have 

thought to take the aid of Aga Huseyin Pa~a in a possible suppression movement 

against the Janissaries. Hence, by charging Aga Huseyin Pa~a in the closer location 

to Istanbul, Mahmud II seems to have planned to kill two birds with one stone. The 

decision proved its wisdom since Aga Huseyin Pa~a played a crucial role in the 

breaking up of the final Janissary rebellion. 

Mahmud II had carried on struggling for the suppression of Janissaries. Aga 

Huseyin Pa~a was replaced by the lieutenant general Ahmed Aga106
, but after a short 

period, he was discharged from his office, on grounds that he did not play an active 

role in carrying reforms in the Janissary army. The appointment and the dismissal of 

the Agas had continued and after Ahmed Aga, Ali Aga and Suleyman Aga were 

103 BA, H.H. 17480. 

104Ibid. In the decree the sultan says that ... Vakla burada da nizamma girmi~ usuli.in her halde 

halelden lufz-l himayesi lazlmeden olmakla pek de aceleye gelir maddeden degildir ... Sadr-l 

sablkada hayli sitemler gormii~, bu mesnedde olanlara televviin yalkl~maz. Arahkda soyler idim 

eski huyu oldugundan yine bildigine gider idi ... 

105 Ibid. The decree does not contain the date, but Cevdet mentions it. . Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. 

XII, p. 84. 
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respectively charged as the Aga of Janissaries 107. These promotions brought Mehmed 

Celaleddin who was the principal assistant of Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a to the third highest 

rank in the corps as being Zagarczba$zl08. 

On the day when Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a was removed from the command of the 

Janissaries for his security, Galib Pa~a had been ordered to istanbul. He replaced 

Silahdar Ali Pa~a, who became the Grand Vizier on 25 Cumaziyel Ahir 1238/1 0 

March 1823 109
. According to Cevdet, although Silahdar Ali Pa~a had close relations 

with the Sultan, he did not playas important a role as Mahmud II wished. The 

emergence of necessity to appoint an "experienced and tough" person to Grand 

ViziratellO set in motion Mahmud II. Silahdar Ali was replaced by Mehmed Said 

Galib Pa~a who was the former governor of Hiidavendigar (Bursa) and Kocaeli and 

the commander of the Bosphorus' Castles. He was selected as the Grand Vizier 

probably because of his close companionship with the earlier reform programs of 

Selim III, and Alemdar Mustafa Pa~a and his long interest in reform programs. Galib 

Pa~a remained Grand Vizier for almost a year and was replaced by Benderli Selim 

Pa$a who was known for his bold and courageous character. Cevdet mentions that a 

short time before the dismissal of Galib Pa~a, Mahmud II had secretly talked to the 

Grand Vizier about his plans of reorganising the Janissaries in a new way. Galib 

106 ' 
BA, H.H. 17480. 

107 Uzun<;ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp, 529-530. 

108 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. Xll, p. 99. 

109Ibid., p. 70. 

lloIbid., p, 84, Cevdet originally says that ... "germ ii serd riizgan gormii~ ge<;irmi~ miicerribii'l-etvar bir 
zatm makam-l sadarette bulunmaSlliizumu geregi gibi his olurunu~" ... 
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Pa~a replied, that project might be feasible if the reactionary Janissary leaders could 

be exiled to distant provinces. He added that Aga Huseyin Pa~a could play a 

strategic position for this undertaking. He also said that he would not be able to 

succeed since he was originally a "man of the pen". It was interesting that he 

recommended Benderli Selim Pa~a who was reputed to be brave and prudentlll . 

After that meeting, the Sultan secretly sent off a member of his bodyguard 

named Ahmed Aga to Silistre where Selim Pa~a was serving as governor. With a 

decree, Selim Pa~a was summoned to istanbul and after his arrival, he was brought 

to the Grand Vizierate112 After the replacement of the Grand Vizier, the right 

moment for the selection of Aga of Janissaries had come. Suleyman Aga who was 

the Aga of Janissaries, was dismissed and in place of him, the lieutenant-general 

Hasan Aga was appointed. Also, in place of Hasan Aga, Mehmed Celaleddin Aga 

who had close relations with Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a was charged on 22 Cumaziyel Ahir 

1240111 February 1825. The final step of appointment process came seven months 

later when Mehmed Celaleddin Aga became the Aga of Janissaries on 25 Muharrem 

1241111 September 1825. It was important since Celaleddin Aga was the last Aga of 

Janissaries113
. When the post "the Aga of Janissaries" was abolished on 17 June 

1826, he would be offered the command of the new troops but instead would prefer 

'14 to be an equerry of the Sultan' . 

111 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 99. 

112Ibid., pp. 99-100. 

113 !b·d 1""' 1 1 ., p. .) . 

114Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 94. 



54 

In the spring of 1826, the reorganisation of bombardiers and sappers had 

been carried out. Whilst the kurd members of those military units were expelled to 

their homelands, they were replaced by Turkish lads "Turk u$agz" who were at the 

same time guaranteed by the sufficient sureties1l5
. This was a pre-example of the re-

organisation of regular army since the authorities were paying attention in recruiting 

Ottoman regular army from the Turks 11 6. On the other hand, the recruitment of 

regular army from the Turkish elements was not a new thing, in reality the Nizam-l 

Cedi! of Selim III was enrolled from the Muslim-Turkish peasants of Anatolia and 

Rumelia and according to Berkes "this was the nearest idea to the establishment of a 

national army It 117. On the 29th of Saban 124117th of April 1826, in the selamlzk of 

Mahmud II when artillerymen rose respectfully on the right side of him, and the 

Janissaries, on the left side to receive his salute, he only gave salute to the 

artillerymen and this act of the Sultan was to be noticed by the followers 1l8
. It was 

also important that in that selamlzk he gave lavish presents of large sum of piastres 

to each company. 

It is seen that the leading military class as well as the bureaucrats had been 

prepared to the great changes after the appointment and dismissal period. This was 

115 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 144. He says, "Bu esnada ise topcu ve humbaracl takIrrll pek 

ziyade milltefit oldugundan kiirdler memleketleri canibine tard ile yerlerine kefinii TUrk ~agI 

pasbanlar ikame olundu." 

116· Hakan Erdem, "Recruitment for the "Victorious Soldiers of Muhammad" in the Arab Provinces, 

1826-28", mimeo, istanbul, 1999, pp. 159, 164, ff. 

117Ibid., p. 163. 

118 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 144-145. 
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because the success of reforms would largely depend on the support of those 

officials and most trusted team members of the Sultan. The same strategy was also 

applied to the ulema class. In the next section we will talk about this theme. 

3.2. THE PARTICIPATION OF THE ULEMA INTO THE PREPARATION 

PERIOD 

Before the abolition of the Janissary army, Mahmud II was clearly aware of 

the fact that, in order to reach a final conclusion about the Janissaries, he had to win 

the support of the . The power of the ulema was not only restricted to their 

influence on the Janissaries, but also extended to the common people. Only by way 

of the ulema support, he could convince common people to a radical change in the 

military structure. 

This was not the first time that, in order to perform reforms the Ottoman 

Sultans established an active cooperation with the highest ulema. Printing for 

example could be introduced only after the $eyhulislam at that time had issued a 

fetva permitting the use of this European invention within certain limits. The leading 

ulema had also expressed their gratitude about that development. Like many 

previous examples, the $eyhulislams of Mahmud II, Kadlzade Mehmed Tahir(1825-

1828), Abdulvahhab(1821-1822, 1828-1833), and Mekkizade Mustafa ASlm (1818-

1819, 1823-1825, 1833-1846), the mollas, Mehmed Esad, Mustafa Behcet and many 

other ulema had succoured the Sultan in destroying the Janissaries, abolishing the 



BektQ!ji Order arid organising the new type of army 119 

As we mentioned earlier, in order to change the structure of the military, the 

Sultan first selected a few trust-worthy people among the military, the ulema as well 

as the bureaucrats. Thus, the key ulema positions were allocated to the persons who 

were ready to help and would do what was necessary. The Sultan also applied the 

same strategy to the opposition group among the ulema. Those who showed any 

reaction to the policies of the Sultan were banished or dismissed 120. In that 

preparation period, the Sultan appointed Mekkizade Mustafa AS1m Efendi as 

$eyhulislam in 1823. Mustafa AS1m Efendi held this office until 1825, a period in 

which the reform program was not yet formed, but when the reform plan began to 

take shape rapidly, the Sultan thought that Mustafa AS1m Efendi was not strong 

enough to lead the ulema in that very special period. Although there was no other 

cause for the dismissal of Mekkizade ASlm Efendi, because of the need of the Sultan 

to have someone among the ':fuzala or fukaha" for that post, he was dismissed and 

replaced by the chief judge of Anatolia Kadlzade Mehmed Tahir Efendi on 

Thursday, 13 Rebiu'l-ahir1241/26 November, 1825121
. 

119 Uriel Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westernization in the Time of Selim III and Mahmud II", 

Studies in Islamic History and Civilization, Scripta Hierosolyminata, Vol. IX, (1961), p. 64. 

120 Avigdor Levy; '~The Ottoman Ulema and the Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud II", The Ulama 

in Modem History, Asian and African Studies, Vol. 7, Special Number, (1971), p. 15. 

121 Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 138. Cevdet comments that appointment as such; Seyhulislam 

Mekkizade ASlm Efendinin iffet ve istikametine diyecek olmayup, bu cihetle azlini muceb bir 

sebep yok ise de tanzimat-l askeriye hakkmda devletce mutasavvir olan tedabirin icrasmda 

fuzala ve fukahadan bir zatm makam-l me~ihatte bulunmasl icab-l halden g6rillmekle AslIn 

Efendi hakkmda tevecctih-i padi~hi bir karar oldugu halde .... 
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This was the last major appointment of the Sultan in 1825 and one of the 

most important of all since, the ulema would play an active role in trying to persuade 

the lanissaries for the reforms as well as the common people. Although the 

1 anissaries would never acknowledge the necessity of reforms, the persuasion of 

common people could not have been possible without the support of the ulema. 

Without such support, the Sultan could not dare to move, since he knew that it was 

especially the estrangement of the ulema to the reform program and the disloyalty of 

the $eyhiilislam that had been a determining factor in the overthrow of his uncle, 

Selim III in 1807122. Mahmud II was aware of the fact that the narrow interpretation 

of the Kur'an was not in conformity with the European kind of changes and reforms. 

Thus while he worked against the ascetic interpretation of the legists, he took pains 

to observe all his religious duties and not to displease the ulema123 

Apart from the change of $eyhulislam, other key positions; those of the army 

judges (kadzasker), the Kadz of istanbul, the chief physician (hekimba$l), and others, 

were also given to the Sultan's loyal supporters. Thus by means of this appointment 

policy in which the· main aim was to create an environment that would give way to 

the Sultan's programs, Mahmud II succeeded to get a high degree of obedience from 

the ulema leadership124. 

122 Reed, The Destruction of the J anissaries by Mahmud n in June 1826, p. 101. 

123 Ibid., p. 100. 

124 Levy, "The Ottoman Ulema and the Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud II", p. 15. 
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Though the Sultan got the support of high ranking ulema in such a way, there 

were numerous lower rank ones who would strongly oppose to the changes and 

reforms. In order to convince and calm them, he regularly participated into religious 

ceremonies and public prayers, and frequently visited convents of dervish orders, 

especially those of the Mevlevis' and Nak§ibendis'. He also repaired and restored a 

lot of mosques, tombs, and other religious buildings. Two big mosques were built in 

istanbul, in the reign of Mahmud II; the Hidayet Mosque, which was built between 

1813 -1814 years and the Nusretiye Mosque, in 1826, after the abolition of the 

Janissary army. A chain of orders was also issued by the Sultan in order to Uige 

Muslims to perform their daily prayers together in mosques, houses or other 

places 125 

In an effort to win more support from the ulema in 1824, the Sultan also 

issued a decree that forbade Muslims to take out their sons from elementary 

religious schools (mekteb) before they had gained necessary knowledge about the 

principles of Islam. The control of this order was given to the imams of each 

quarter126
. Thus, although this order probably did not directly help to move the 

standard of religious education to a higher level, in away, the imams and other men 

who were responsible to give religious education, especially the ulema of lower 

ranks had gained the privilege of being more influential and determinant among 

common people. Due to such regulations, in addition to the high ranking ulema, the 

Sultan also secured the allegiance of the lower ranking ones. 

125Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westernization in the Time of Selim III and"Mahmud II", p. 93. 
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Another act of the Sultan to get the support of the ulema and at the same time 

to encourage discipline among the Janissaries was to order the distribution of a book 

written by a student of imam Abu Hanife, namely imam Muhammed, to the 

Janissary corps. That book was about the inevitable conditions of the Holy War and 

the teachings of Islam. The authorities decided to distribute the copies of that book 

to the Janissary corps since, hither the Janissary ranks were filled up with ignorant 

and uneducated persons 127 The duty of translation of the book was given to H oca 

Miinib Efendi. After he had finished the translation, it was printed and its copies 

were sent to libraries, to the Janissary corps and to canonical courts of every 

province as well. However the Janissaries showed reaction to this development and 

wrote to their accomplices in the provinces warning them not to pay attention to 

those books128 . 

At the same time the Sultan appointed two hocas to the Bab-1 Defter! Mosque 

for the instruction of Arabic and Persian languages to the chancery clerks. Also 

hereafter, with the order of the Sultan, the students who did not acquire the 

necessary proficiency in the Arabic language, namely grammar "sari and nahiv" 

126 Levy, "The Ottoman Ulema and the Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud II", p. 15-16. 

127 Cevdet, Tarih-:i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 138-139. He says that; Yeni<;:eriler dahi kanun deyu 

beynlerinde cari olan bozuk diizen adetlerden ge<;:emedikleri cihetle askerce lazlm gelen nizamat-

1 mef?ruaya nazar-l nefret ile bakIyorlar<h. Zat-l f?ahane talim ve tanzim-i askere niyet 

eylediginden evvel emirde miim.lcii.n mertebe halkm cehlini izale etmek icab-l halden goriiliip 

halbuki tilmiz-i hass-l imam-l Azam olan imam Muhammed aliyye rahmetil's-samd hazretlerinin 

seyr-i kebiri mesail-i cihad ve seyri cami' bir kitab mu'tebcr olarak. .. 

128Ibid., p. 139. 



60 

were not accepted to enter the department "defter-i §akirdan,,129 The aims of these 

regulations had two sides; while, on one hand the quality of knowledge was raising, 

on the other hand the Sultan was planning to increase the public standing of the 

professional men of religion. Just in what degree did these acts affect the ulema is 

not known, but it can be claimed that, they were instrumental in creating an 

atmosphere of reconciliation between the authorities and the ulema from all ranks. 

Thanks to that reconciliation the ulema generally supported the Sultan in his later 

military reforms. 

The Sultan did not also restrict himself within the bounds of passive ulema 

support. In order to assure that the ulema class of all ranks would support him in the 

reform period, he made final important regulations. Shortly before the q'kinci 

preparation and registration, in Ramazan 12411 April 1826, while some distinguished 

ulema were being promoted, many ulema teachers and professors were also given a 

special promotion in rank by the Sultan. At the same time the Judge of istanbul 

Sadlk Efendi whose term of office was to come to an end two months later on 6 June 

1826, was offered a three month extension of his term of office. The major reason 

for that was the decision of the authorities to start the reform plan after the Ramazan 

feast 130
. 

While the appointments and dismissals in ulema class as well as military and 

bureaucracy were being made, another important act of Mahmud II was to organise 

secret discussions among the Ulema and the high officials. According to Cevdet, 

1 29Ibid. 

130 Ibid., p. 146. 
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these discussions started after the executions. and banishments of the important 

Janissary leaders and lasted three to five months l3l
. The aim of the discussions was 

to take the rightest decision about the Janissaries and come with a final solution. In 

this meeting traffic, the ulema actively shared the responsibility of the planned 

reforms. Moreover, by joining the leaders of ulema into the preparatory stages, the 

Sultan had the opportunity of preventing any kind of criticism that would be 

possibly made by them during the subsequent reforms132 

Heyd stresses a series of reasons for ulema support of reform. Firstly he 

connects that support with the power of the Sultan. Mahmud II became successful in 

eliminating the powerful feudal lords -derebeyi and local notables -ayan. On various 

occasions he showed that he demanded the support of all his servants, including the 

ulema and as we previously gave examples, he dismissed and even banished 

§eyhiilislams and other mollas who did not give positive replies to his wishes133. 

Moreover, the prestige of the ulema had declined greatly during preceding 

times because of the growing abuses in their ranks. New men -sons of commoners or 

of the marginally elite sub-hierarchy- entered the ilmiye class. The extraordinary 

financial needs of individual elite members as well as the state itself contributed to 

the peculiar vulnerability of the ulema, by giving way to the virtual sale of ilmiye 

posts to those who were making the highest bid. Sometimes the §eyhiilislams 

131Ibid., p. 147. 

132 Levy, "The Ottoman Ulema and the Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud II", p. 16. 

133 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westernization in the Time of Selim III and Mahmud II", p. 77. 
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themselves caused these abuses 134. Zilfi calls that situation 'ulema degeneration,135 

and says, "most posts had publicised price tags. The more incumbents were forced to 

move, the more income the seller amassed". The abuses went beyond that, instead of 

the ulema, doing their duty that was controling the government from encroachment 

on the holy law, the Sultan himself issuing innumerable fermans warned the judges 

not to infringe upon the §eriat. Thus with the erosion of the ilmiye career's posts and 

resources, the ulema class lost some of its traditional respect and this moral decline 

also further weakened its power of resistance to any pressure ofthe Sultan 136. 

Another reason of the support of high ulema to reforms of the Sultan was 

their hatred of the Janissaries and their associates. Although many leading ulema 

had supported the revolutions of 1703, 1730 and 1807-1808, these were short-lived 

cooperations and it should not conceal the basic conflict and hostility that existed 

between the Janissaries, who were a part of illiterate working class, and leading 

ulema who formed the only aristocracy in Ottoman society. 

Heyd says that the ulema seem never to have forgotten the tragic end of the 

famous $eyhiilislam F eyzullah Efendi 137. The detestation of Esad to the J anissaries 

was strongly displayed in his manner of representation of this eventl38
. Hence with 

134 Madeline ZilfI, The Politics of Piety: The Ottoman Ulema in the Postclassical Age (1600-1800) 

Studies in Middle Eastern History, (Minneapolis: Bibliotheca Islamica, 1988), pp. 96-97. 

135Ibid., pp. 105-106. 

136 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulerna and Westernization in the time of Selim III and Mahmud II", pp. 78-79. 

137Ibid., p. 79. 

138 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 158. He says that, Miifti-i ~ebid Seyyid $eyhiilislam Feyzullah Efendiyi kabil-i 

ifnada bir mahalde habs ettikleri hengamda zorba yezidleriuden bir siirii gelip ...... mevlana-Yl rnuma 

ileybin oldugu mahbese gelip ... bi~eyi kat be kat ma'zeb ve tekdir ettiler. 
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this bitter experience, the ulema became aware of the fact that the revenge of rebels 

against the government could turn towards the rich and powerful ulema. 

The cooperation of the leading ulema with the Mahmud II was not only 

restricted to these reasons. Also several· of these leading ulema had maintained 

strong close ties of personal friendship with the Saray. For example, Yasincizade 

Abdulvahhab who became a strong figure in the reform period was taken into the 

Saray in his early ages and became a companion of young Selim, and continuously 

supported Mahmud II. Hence, according to the custom of the Saray four important 

court positions were always held by the highest ulema; the posts of hekimbaJI, 

muneccimbag hunkar imamz and imam-l Sultani. It is a fact that, as a result of this 

situation they established strong; relations with other courtiers and the Sultan - ~ 

himself. It also enabled them to have insider's knowledge about the problems of the 

Empire and made them influential 139 

As one result of these strong relations, the ulema took an active part in the 

new councils of Selim III and Mahmud II. Since many leading ulema held important 

diplomatic posts, they also became influential on the foreign policy of the Empire. It 

is not a coincidental situation that the consultative State council, which was formed 

to discuss important questions, often assembled in the residence of the 

Seyhulis/am140. Thus because of their positions in the highest government councils 

and diplomatic service, the ulema performed most important governmental 

139 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westernization in the Time of Se1im III and Mahmud II", pp. 

81-83. 

140 Ibid., p. 84. 
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functions. Moreover, this close contact with the Sultan and courtiers brought the 

leading ulema to share responsibility with the Sultan and government. As 

Abdulhamid I and Selim III reminded them in their decrees, they were all in the 

same boat (cumlemiz bir sefine ic;inde)141. Therefore the raison d'etat or hikmet-i 

hiikumet preoccupied an important part of their life. 

Also, purposeful stress of Mahmud II on the Islamic character of the state142 

and his visible respect and support not only for religion but also for its 

representatives strengthened the relationship between the leading ulema and the 

Sultan. It is important that, the more Westernising reforms were introduced, the 

oftener the Islamic character of the state was articulated. Thus as a result of this 

policy; 'to urge the leading ulema to take place in the heart of events', the 

government had largely succeeded in presenting that, all reforms including the 

abolition of the Janissaries were made for the sake of religion and State. 

3.3. FINAL PREPARATIONS 

As we have mentioned earlier, the authorities had been making secret 

discussions in order to make a decision about the Janissaries and the formation of a 

new military_ The discussion period had come to an end with the final decision that 

this was the correct time for the formation of a new army. It was decided that this 

141Ibid., p. 87. 

142Ibid., p. 90, ff. 
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new army had to be formatted following the structure of the Egypt's new army143. It 

is important to note that the reform program 6f Mahmud II had heavily been affected 

by Mehmed Ali's army. There might be two possible reasons for that inspiration. 

The first is the influential successes obtained by Egyptian army in suppressing 

rebels, such as in Crete, Cyprus and the Morea, where Ottoman. military forces 

remained ineffective. The second is somehow related with the internal policy of 

Mahmud II, aiming to provide ulema's support for reforms. He might have thought 

that by employing Turkish and Arab trainers instead of "European infidels", the 

conservative reactions would be prevented. Cevdet cites that this decision was taken 

by an anonymous conformation of both the ulema class and the high officials. Later 

discussions were based upon the most appropriate carrying out of the final decision. 

It was seen that in this manner Aga Huseyin Pa~a had become the most influential 

person. In an assembly, he classified the Janissaries under three categories, and said 

that it was possible to convince the high ranking-Janissaries and to subjugate the 

lower ones, but since members of the medium class were benefiting gains in form of 

"Esame Akr;esi", they could provoke others into a rebellion in order to resist this 

decision. Hence the influence and the activities of this class was exclusively strong 

in Istanbul, he claimed that the suppression of them was solely possible with the 

execution of those people. This opinion was not approved by the persons present on 

the basis of injustice and inequity, rather they proposed the way to convince them. 

Cevdet adds that, it was decided to show those people the right est way to reform the 

army but if they would not accept, it would become inevitable to struggle against 

143 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet, Vol. XII, p. 147. 
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them 144 This decision was important SInce we see that in order to stop the 

opposition, the government had finally preferred the bloody and violent way. Hence 

the influence of Aga Huseyin Pa~a on the abolition of the Janissary Army was 

already known with this final point. 

Following this decision, in order to obtain the support of the key Janissaries, 

by means of Mehmed Celaleddin Aga who was the Aga of Janissaries, the 

lieutenant-general Hasan Aga, the master of the hounds (SekbanbmjI) ibrahim Aga, 

the commander of the 32nd regiment of the Boluk division of the corps (Kethudayeri) 

Mustafa Aga, Canbaz Kurd Yusuf who was a former sergeant and one of the 

competent authorities among the Janissaries, and also a few influential persons in 

the corps were invited and informed of the project. Thanks to some gifts and 

promotions, they promised to support a reorganisation and training program of the 

When those Janissaries promised to give support, through the Grand Vizier, 

the Aga of Janissaries informed the Sultan of that development. The Sultan, who had 

taken assurances of the Janissary leaders, summoned them to a meeting in order to 

obtain a signed document of their 10yaltyl46. Therefore, the following day, namely 

on 18 $evval 1241125 May 1826 an assembly was ordered to be held in the residence 

of the Seyhiilis/am. The board was including the Grand Vizier Mehmed Selim Pa~a, 

$eyhulislam J):.adlzade Mehmed Tahir Efendi, the previous Kazasker of Rumelia 

144Ibid., p. 147. 

145 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 13-14, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 147. 

146 .• 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 14. 
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Halil Hamid Pa~azade Arif Beyefendi, the chief physician Mustafa Behcet Efendi 

and Cafer Beyefendi who was the former Kadl of istanbul, and was the son of the 

previous minister of foreign affairs, the Kadz of Istanbul Hacl Sadlk Efendi and the 

Minister of Interior Ahmed Hulusi Efendi, and the Minister of Treasury Tahir Efendi 

and the Minister of Foreign Affairs Mehmet Seyda Efendi and the superintendent of 

the imperial mint Esat Efendi, the superintendent of the cannon foundry Sadlk 

Efendi and the Janissary Aga147
. 

Reed makes a comment about the board and says that: "It is significant to 

note the various branches of the Ottoman state organisation represented by these 

twelve men." 148 The two of them (the Grand Vizier and the Aga of Janissaries) were 

the men of the sword, while the five others were the representatives of the religious 

hierarchy and the other five ones were the members of the bureaucracy. \Vhile the 

second and third group were balanced with their numbers, 11ahmud II preferred to 

call two persons from among the soldiers. 

Discussing in detail the new kind of training for soldiers, it was decided to 

pronounce afetva with a unanimious opinion of the ulema. The Aga of Janissaries 

Celaleddin Aga also affirmed that the Janissary corps undertook the new kind of 

organisation. The board came to a conclusion that their decision would be declared 

and spread all over the country. Hence they decided to assemble three days later. 

The Kadl of I~tanbul Haci Sadlk Efendi charged Esad Efendi, who was the registrar 

of the court of the judge of istanbul at that time, as the writer of the contract 

147 Esad. Uss-i Zafer, p. 14, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 147. 

148 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, pp. 119-120. 
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document. Esad mentiones that he wrote this document all the night and, on the next 

day, he passed it on white paper and placed in the secret file 149 Thus a proposed law 

was written out about the E~kincis. 

As was decided, three days later a general meeting was set up In the 

residence of $eyhiilislam. Apart from the persons stated above there were also other 

attendants at the meeting: The commander of the Bosphorus of the Rumelian side 

Aga Huseyin Pa~a and of the A.natolian side Mehmed izzet Pa~a, from the retired 

Kazaskers of the Rumelia Asif Bevefendi and Pirizade Hafidi Yahva Bevefendi, .. . . -
from the heads of the physicians of the palace Behcet Efendi and Abdullah 

Mollazade Ahmed Re~id Efendi, and from the retired Kazaskers of Anatolia 

Mehmed Rahmi Bevefendi and Asabzade Sadul1ah Efendi and Cafer Bevefendi and - . 
C:ar~ambevi Boca Mehmed Efendi and from the chief judges of the Empire 

Kutahyalt Halil Ru~t1l Efendi and Kudusi Mehmed Efendi, and Yabanabadi Ali 

Efendi, the head-secretary F ethullah Efendi and from the teachers of the SaraY-I 

Cedid Ak~ehirli Orner Efendi and from the teachers of the treasury Ekmekyizade 

HafIZ Ahmed Efendi and Konyah Huseyin Efendi, Ekinli ibrahim Efendi, Denizlili 

Yahya Efendi, Zeyrek imamlzade Esad Efendi, <;erkezi Mehmed Efendi, Karabaglt 

Ahmed Efendi, Bafrah Ahmed Efendi , Ahlskah Ahmed Efendi, Kurd Abdurrahman 

Efendi, Babakaleli Mustafa Efendi, <;ar~ambah Mustafa Efendi, Selanikli Mehmed 

Emin Efendi, Tireli Abdullah Efendi, Seyyid Ali Efendi, KasImpa~ah Seyh Ahmed 

149 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 15. He says that: ... fakir hiiccet-i matlubaYI 01 gece tesvid veferdaSI cuma 

giinii beyaz Imtase ;;:ekiip te'miri niyazllla ruy-i siyalnm malide-i dergah-l rabb-l mecid ederek bi't­

tekmil Vaz-l kise-i ketmall u esrar ve zuhur-l peyam-l ihzara illtizar olunau ... 
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Efendi, the preacher of the Ebulfeth mosque Abdullah Efendi, the preacher of the 

Nur-i Osmaniye mosque Kazdagh Osman Efendi, the preacher of the Valide Sultan 

mosque Seyh Mehmed Murad Efendi, the high officials Ni~ancl Abdullah Efendi 

and Huseyin Tahsin Efendi, the previous Minister of Foreign Affairs Arif Efendi, 

the chief secretary Suleyman Faik Efendi and amedi Akif Efendi, and from the 

Janissary corps the retired Aga of the Janissaries Osman Aga and Ahmed Aga and 

Abbas Aga and commanders-in-chief of the lanissaries and the Agas and the Boliiks 

and five mutevelli's from Grtds and also Kurd Yusuf150. We cited the names of all 

participants in order to show how a wide compromise was prepared. A total of sixty-

six influential people participated into this assembly. Thirty-four of them were 

among the religious class while the military was represented by twenty-two persons 

and the bureaucracy by ten. Thus, with such kind of a wide participation that 

contains all decisive elements, it had to be planned to consolidate a collective 

decision in order to prevent the formation of an opposition. 

At the beginning of the meeting, the Grand Vizier reiterated the early 

strength of the Ottoman Empire and the fear of her enemies and said that now the 

situation became reversed. By making a clear distinction between the past and the 

present position of the Janissaries, he claimed that while formerly the lanissaries 

were living in their barracks and joining in the battles actively, hither they changed 

their lifestyle. At first, while their courage and obedience were taken as a model, 

some miserable people who had an evil intention penetrated the army, and deranged 

this order. Even the Greeks and enemy spies entered the corps in order to corrupt 

150 .. 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 15-16. 
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it151
. He pointed out that, the mairi cause of this disastrous situation was the lack of 

religious spirit. He added that the confusion among the Janissaries could not be 

endured any longer, and it would be the best to act according to the Islamic laws152 

Moreover Behcet Efendi had confirmed the speeches of the Grand Vizier and 

added that it ~ad to be found a means for this chronic disease and proposed to 

acquaint the rebels and to recognise the disease. Hence he said that he wanted to 

know the opinions of the Minister of Foreign Mfairs. The Minister of Foreign 

Affairs Mehmed Seyda Efendi explained the proposals and pressures of foreign 

powers about the Greek revolt. He said that they were using this revolt as a means of 

their desires and wants, and making unbearable and impossible proposals 153. 

Thereupon the ulema declared that in order to struggle successfully against the 

foreign powers, the instruction and training of new war techniques had to be 

necessary and, proved that it was canonically and rationally legal 1s4
. 

151 Ibid., p. 18. According to Esad, The Grand Vizier said that; ... i~e asakir-i merkumenin fi'I­

kadim bu vechle yararhklan derkar iken arahk arahk meyanlarma bed asl e~has-l mechule 

dulmliyle nizam-l kaditnleri efradt gibi nayab ve bunyan, harab-l ender harab olup elan defter-i 

padi~ahi yeni~eri esamesiyle lebriz ise de cenk eri arandtkta nadir ve aziz bulunur ve bu hal ile 

sefere orta ta'yin olunduk~a zabit agalann bir kuru yolda~ adtyla cem ettikleri ecnaS-l muhtelife 

harb ve darb erbabl olmadtklanndan maada ri~te-i husn-i nizama merbut ve zablta-i taht-l 

inkIyadda mazbul olmamalanyla i~lerine casus bi-namus kan~up .... 

152 Ibid., pp. 16-20. The abbreviated version of it is in; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII , pp. 138-

139, Ahmed Cevad, Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, (istanbul: KIrk Anbar Matbaasl, 1297), p. 348 and 

Uzun9ar~tll, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp. 533-534. 

153 ... • • C Esad, USS-I Zafer, p. 20, Cevdet, Tarlh-l evdet Vol. XII, p. 149. 

154 ". • • C Esad, USS-J Zafer, p. 21, Cevdet, Tanh-l evdet Vol. XII. p. 149. 
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The lieutenant-general Hasan Aga claimed that due to the lack of attention 

and respect, some undesirable people penetrated the army, and he continued: "If I 

had to participate in a war with these disarranged soldiers, I would be in suspense to 

go, because with such a kind of disorder, the soldiers would probably escape from 

the battlefield even if every of them had a courageous character. The amelioration of 

Janissaries must be performed at whatever cost." Other Corp Agas had also 

confirmed and approved of the comments of the lieutenant-general Hasan Aga 155 

Hereafter, the Grand Vizier by expressing his gratitude added that all the 

persons present demanded the amelioration and reform program of the Janissaries 

that would remove the abuses in the corps. He ordered that an imperial rescript of 

the Sultan about the new training methods of the Janissaries, and then a bill namely 

"E$kinci Layihasl" would be recited. The Minister of Foreign Affairs Mehmed 

Seyda Efendi read the imperial rescript and after him the chief secretary Siileyman 

Faik Efendi recited the Layiha156
. 

After Siileyman Faik Efendi finished reading the Layiha, the Grand Vizier 

invited the $eyhiilislam Kadizade Tahir Efendi to read the fetva which stated that the 

reform program was a religious obligation. When the reciting had been completed, 

$eyhiilislam told those of the corps that according to these documents, in order to 

struggle against the enemies, the reform program should be viewed as a religious 

duty. It was de1)1onstrated by the requirements of the laws of the book (Kur'an), the 

customs of the Prophet (Sunnet), the consensus (iema) and the agreement of ulema. 

155 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 21, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 149. 

156 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 22, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 149. 
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He asked whether they could undertake to make reforms for the Jariissaries. All 

present Janissary officers promptly answered" that they would willingly undertake to 

The Grand Vizier then asked the $eyhulislam that what would be the 

punishment of evil people who would make a stand against this decree. $eyhulislam 

answered that the rebellious men who at the same time were intriguing had to be 

punished severely and he assigned to the head of the keeper offetvas to write this 

jetva158
. Hereafter in order to ratify the decisions of this assembly, the registrar Esad 

Efendi was ordered to read the Hueeet-i $erriye which he had previously written out. 

After he had read, all the present, except one; -the keeper of the fetvas whose signet 

was not in his pocket, sealed it. Also Seyyid Sadlk Efendi because of his illness did 

not participate the assembly, and it was decided to add the names of these two men 

to the Hiieeet, and to attach their seals later159
. 

As was decided before, the Grand Vizier gave the jetva to the keeper of the 

jetvas, the Hueeel to Esad Efendi and Layiha to the Aga of Janissaries. He then 

ordered all the judges, (mevali), muderrisin, Jeyhs, the Kadz of istanbul, together 

with the Janissary officers to go to the Aga Kapisl in order to read the documents 

and to take the signature of other Janissary officers. All of them went to the Aga 

Kapisl where a large group of the Janissaries assembled. First the fetva was read by 

the keeper of th~ fetvas, then, the Hueeet and Layiha were recited by Esad Efendi to 

157 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 21-22. 

158 !b'd "3 1 ., p . .) . 

159 Ibid., p. 34. 
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the crowd. After the reading of the documents was finished, then the ulema made 

speeches in favour of the new kind of training program 160. Hence the Aga of 

Janissaries told the crowd that the new kind of training program was religiously 

accepted as a necessity according to this fetva and unanimous expression of the 

ulema and asked their opinions. He added that by ordering a written contract from 

their opinions he would submit it to the Bab-z Ali. Some of the company 

commanders and veterans proclaimed their consents and others followed them 161. 

After $eyh Ahmed Efendi prayed, Esad Efendi was sent to the room of the lieutenant 

general in order to take the signature of other Janissary officers. Hence, the Hiiccet, 

by swearing to seal with their blood, signed by all present officers162 Esad adds that 

the number of the signatures reached to 208 163
. An official note was written by the 

Aga of Janissaries that the Janissary corps accepted the new kind of training 

program. The board at Aga Kapisl by taking this, turned to their meeting place and, 

and then the assembly was dissolved in the same evening 164
. 

It is important to note that, in the first meeting, among the twelve 

participants, the ulema sent five representatives who were the most active 

160Ibid., p. 35. 

161 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 35-36, Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 151. Esad writes that; Aga 

canipleri i$te fetva-Yl garra ve ittifak-l ulema ile cenk talimi iizerimize vacip oldugu zahir ..... olmakla 

ne dersiniz, taahhiidiiniizii Bab-l Aliye ba takrir-i arz ve bu vechle tekmil-i namus ve arz etmekligi 

kendime farz edecegim diyerek hiizzardan tekrar be-tekrar isticvab ve istihbar eyledikte saff-I evvel-i 

cemaatte duran bOliik agalan ve ocak ihtiyarlanndan bazIlan seIni'na ve ata'na manaslm ilma ve ima 

ve bakileri dalri anlara bi'l-iktifa izhar-l nza ettiklerine muakIb ... 

162 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 36, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 151. 

163 .• 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 36. 

164 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 40, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 151. 
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participants of the meeting in questioning the e$kinci project from the point of view 

of Islamic law and presenting their unanimous approval to it165
. In the last decisive 

meeting, among the sixty-six notables, over half, thirty-four to be exact, were ulema 

leaders. The ulema said again several times that it was the duty of every Muslim to 

take military training and to obey the Sultan. In the Layiha of e$kinci it was also 

stated that the military training was a divine command and the person who did not 

accept this was subject to the most severe punishment166
. Thus the ulema by 

presenting the new reform of the military as a religious duty, proclaimed that anyone 

who opposed to this decision was not merely a rebel against the government but also 

against the Islamic Law. 

3.4. THE 'ESKiNCt LAYiHASI' AND 'HUCCET-i SERRiYE': 

A CRITICAL EV ALUA TION 

In Layiha and its hiiccet, as well as in the speeches of the attendants of the 

last two meetings it was declared that to learn from the infidel enemy would not 

constitute a religiously illicit innovation (bidat) but would be an application of the 

165Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 14-15, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 147-148. Esad says that, yevm-i 

merh.'Umda .... (ki$iler) muvacehelerinde 01 husus bi-etrafen s6yle~ilip ve vech-i ~er'isi sual olundukta 

ittifak-l ulema ile \rUCUb-l ta'lim-i cenk emrinde ifta olunup ve ocaklmm tahrir-i askere taahhiid 

eylediklerini yine mecliste bulunan Yenic;eri agasl ba'de'l-enba tekrar Unlllill mere daru'l-fetvada akd-

1 celniyet ile ciimleye ilan ve i~ta netice verilip ... 

166 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 150. 
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verses of the Kur'an167
. The ulema also passionately rejected the argument of their 

adversaries: men tqabbaha bi-kavm fe-huve minhum, meaning; "Who imitates other 

people, becomes one of them,,168. \Vhile'the passage of the Kur'an (ch. IX, v.36), 

' ... and fight against the idolaters altogether (ka/fatan) as they fight against you, 

'altogether' was traditionally commented as allowing the Muslims to make war in all 

months, including the four sacred ones, the ulema leaders interpreted it as allowing 

them to the use of all arms and tactics used by their enemies. They even proclaimed 

that the term ka/fatan was used for describing of fighting in a united and compact 

formation 169. The new drill program was also styled as talim-i ~er'i; the drill 

according to the religious law170. They also used the verses III, v.200 and LXI,v. 4 in 

order to apply the rule of mukabele bi'!-misl, that is fighting the enemies with their 

own weapons171 . 

Apart from arguments based on religious law, they also applied to early 

Islamic history. According to them, Ibn Khaldun had asserted that while the pagan 

Arabs were using "ker ii fer" style that was 'individual attack and retreat' method in 

167 .. 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 37,42. 

168 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulerna and Westernization in the Time of Sehm III and Mahmud II", p. 75. 

169 1b'd ~4 
1 ., p. I . 

170 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 114. Esad says that, ve devlet-i aliyyenin ta'lim-i ~erti i<;:un ellerine verdigi 

eslihaYl bi-mehaba devlet-i aliy"Je-i Muhammediye aleyhine i'mal ederek. .. 

171 Ibid., p. 37. He says that; ya eyyuhellezine amenu'sbiru ve sabiru ve rabitu kavli kerimiyle 

innellahe yuhibbu'llezine yukatilmle fi sebilihi saffen keennehum biillyallull mersus 

miikerremesindell miistefad oldugu iizere fiinun-l harbiyeyi bilmek ve a'daya mukabele bi'l-misI 

ile muamele etmek lazlmeden ... 
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the combats, the early Muslims abandoned that and preferred to use the higher 

military technique of their enemies. That was "tertib-i sufu.f' or the technique of 

fighting in lines, used by the Persian and Byzantine foes of the early Muslims1n 

They also said that while the enemies invented gunpowder, in the 40th year of the 

Muslim date, -they seemingly referred to the Greek fire or another similar material-

173 the early Muslims also borrowed the use of barut from them l74
. 

Esad adds that the Caliphs and Sultans of Islam by making an analogy about 

the use of enemies' techniques by the early Muslims arranged cavalry and infantry 

soldiers resemble to their enemies175 Armament with the enemies' armies and 

learning their usage from them should not cause to have a feeling of being inferior 

by the Muslims. Thus in this way the ulema presented the approval of the reforms 

and defended it by the arguments either taken from religious law· or early Islamic 

history. 

The composition of E~kinci Layihasl was very important since it reflects the 

approaches and views of the officials about the Janissaries and the new kind of 

training programl76
. Every single word of this writing was decided with particular 

172 Ibid., p. 49. 

173 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westernization in the Time of Sehm III and Mahmud II", p. 75. 

Although Heyd adds that, "but possibly also to gunpowder which the Ottoman adopted many 

centuries later", the context of the text and the date given in that, do not refer to the Ottoman 

period. 
174 •• 

Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 37-38. 
175 Ibid., p. 54. 

176 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 22-32, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 255-263, Cevad, Tarih-i 

Asker-i Osmani, pp. 278-285, Uzun<;:ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklart I, pp. 652-662. 
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care. The first aspect of E$kinci Layihasl was the praise for the past tradition of the 

Janissary order. The general idea of corruption was represented in the Layiha as 

well; since the existence of Devlet-i Aliyye, the Janissary corps coped with every 

enemy but later on spies and vicious men' penetrated into the army and hence their 

orders and regularity were corrupted. This was attributed to the permission of 

buying and selling the 'e§kinci esamesi'; pay ticket or pay certificate of a Janissary 

soldier which must be shown to the paymasters in order to take the soldier's 

quarterly salary, or periodic special allowances granted by the new sultans on their 

accession or on other special occasions l77
. With this permission law -e§kinci 

esamesi, which was published after the conquest of ,-\.napoli Castle as a short-sighted 

attempt to give concessions to the Janissaries who had served effectively in this 

campaign, the owners obtained the right of buying and selling 'e§kinci esamesi' for 

the first time. These pay certificates soon found a substantial market which was 

widely held by non-Janissaries and non-soldiers. Thus due to these financial abuses 

of the Janissary pay certificates the structure of the Janissary corps was spoiled. 

The Layiha continues its claims by saying that hence it became impossible to 

struggle with the enemies as in the past. In order to save the future position of 

Devlet-i Aliyye, it was an obligatory duty applicable to all believers to recognise and 

fight the arms of the enemies. Hence, the training of the new kind of science of war 

is religiously lawful, and the verses of the Kur'an and the sayings of the prophet 

177 Howard A. Reed, "Ottoman Reform and the Janissaries", ed. Osman Okyar, Halil inalclk, Social 

and Economic History of Turkey, (1071-1920), First International Congress on the Social and 

Economic History of Turkey, Hacettepe University, Ankara, 1977, (Ankara: Meteksan Ltd. 

Sirketi, 1980), p. 194. 
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Muhammed support this idea. Since Devlet-i .Aliyye takes its power from the 

canonical law, it was canonically decided to enrol the e~kincis from the Janissary 

soldiers. 

As was seen, the registration of the 'qkinci' soldiers was entirely portrayed as 

a religious injunction. Nevertheless the aim of the government was originally to find 

a religious base for whatever it wanted, it was consciously represented as the 

application of a religious command. The rhetoric of Layiha operated tactfully with 

the same logic. The reasons and confirmations aboul. the inadequacy of the current 

Janissary army were represented in a religious framework and yet were supported 

with the verses of the Kur'an and the traditions of the prophet. 

After the prologue part, the Layiha dealt with the problem of how the E§'kinci 

soldiers were selected. According to the decree, some would be selected from among 

the bolilks, cemaats and solakba~ls who were in the service of kulluk both from the 

inner and outer regions of the Country, and among the sergeant-majors and the 

imams of the corps who were in the service of Bab-I Ali and Aga KapIsl, and among 

the thirty-three 'avcllar orlasz', and in general among the fifty-one ortas of the 

Janissary corps, Every orla would register and arrange one hundred and fifty persons 

among its members whose origins and families were clearly known, 

Apart from the determination of each company and of the number of officers 

and sergeants to be appointed, the expressions about the chain of promotions were 

divulged, The E~kinci Project especially dealt with the chain of command in which 

the obedience and discipline of soldiers were strictly tied to careful selection of 

officers, 
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The material needs of the troops was another issue of the document. The 

problems of payment and pensions and medi-cal care for wounded and sick men were 

settled. The drill ground at Etmeydam was to be used again. The exercises with 

firearms would be carried out at the drill ground at Davutpa~a or Kaglthane. The 

appointment of Karakullukc;us was another issue of the document. The types of tents 

and the number of kilims were classified according to the rank of soldiers. The 

punishments of deserters were also determined. The arms, uniforms and equipment 

of the soldiers were another important item of the decree. It ended with a prayer in 

which wishes and beliefs to become superior against the enemies again were recited 

and the role of reorganised army was emphasised 178 

In return for their active participation in preparing the military reform, the 

ulema were given an important position in the new organisation. According to the 

E~kinci Law, the imams would be appointed for each company by the Kadl of 

istanbul and they would be selected after an exam. They would stay in the military 

barracks at nights in order to instruct soldiers in the Kur'an and the principles of 

Islam. In the drill days before the commencement of the exercises, they would also 

lead the prayer publicly. Their term of office was to be restricted to five years. After 

finishing their term of office, they would be transferred to other duties that would be 

given by the office of the Kadz179
. 

178 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 22-32, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 255-263, Cevad, Tarih-i 

Asker-i Osmani, pp. 278-285, UzunQar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp.- 652-662. 

179 Ibid 
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It is no doubt that, the appointment of military imams pleased both the high-

ranking ulema and the low ranking ones. The high-ranking ulema had the 

opportunity to exercise their power upon the organisation of the new corps through 

their control over the appointment of the military imams. On the other hand the low 

ranking ulema, particularly the softas, or the students of religious schools had new 

career opportunities. This was important for them since, they numbered over several 

thousands in istanbul alone and because of that abundance of number they must 

have been waiting many years for a vacant positionl 80 . Hence it is clear that within 

this application it was aiming to strength the Sunni branch of Islam in the barracks 

and to weaken the power of the Bekta~i order among the Janissaries. 

In the Huccet-i Serriye, the necessity of using new kinds of arms and 

techniques of war similar to the ones used by the foes was remarkably stressed. The 

question of whether it was religiously possible to use the new kind of science of war 

by the E~kincis was settled and its legitimacy was declared l8i. 

With a close observation it is seen that the E~kinci project does not 

fundamentally differ from early attempts of regulations of the Janissaries, especially 

that of Selim IIIls Nizam-l Cedid. But in spite of the similarities on the stress of 

discipline, religious concepts and military organisation, it is worthy of attention that, 

the Sultan and the providers of the E~kinci Project took great care of avoiding any 

references to .the previous attempt of Selim III. This could be because the 

180 Levy, "The Ottoman Ulema and the Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud II", pp. 19-20. 

181 Esad, Uss-i Zafer,p.36-40, Cevdet Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 263-266, Cevad, Tarih-i 

Asker-i Osmani pp. 285-289, Uzu1l(;ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp. 662-666. 
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government did not want to cause the Janissaries to suspect its policy. Yet the 

suspicion of the Janissaries about any kind of reform was known and if they would 

resist the Project, it was evident that the government would react against them. 

It was seen that both the Layiha and Hiiccet-i $erriye were prepared before 

the assembly. It seems that this assembly had played a persuasive and declaratory 

role, which acquainted the attendants the decision of government with the reform 

program of the J anissaries. 

3.5. THE FIRST DRILL OF THE ESKiNCi CORPS 

After these four days of meetings, Mahmud II had reached his first aim: The 

E~kinci Project was sealed by all high ranking officials, the ulema and important 

Janissary officers. With their signatures, each of them accepted the necessity of 

reform and this negotiation provided the Sultan with a very efficient tool, which 

would enable him to manipulate public opinion for required support. 

After that step of formal agreement, it was the time for the final changes: At 

first the job of inspector of the e~kincis was given to the general secretary of the 

Janissaries. But the current Janissary secretary Katip Ata Bey was accepted as 

inefficient for this duty especially by the Aga of Janissaries Mehmed Celaleddin 

Aga, Aga Huseyin Pa~a and the lieutenant general. Aga Huseyin Pa~a proposed that 

the administrative and secretary affairs of the e~kincis had to be unified in order to 

accelerate the performance. The warning of Aga Huseyin' Pa,~a set in motion the 

government which declared in decrees that the previous customs controller Hacl 
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Saib Efendi was charged with the administrative and secretarial affairs of e~kincis 

and he became the superintendent of the qkinci corps. However Ata Bey was 

appointed to the chief accountancy of the capitation taxl82
. 

Thus the registration of E~kinci corps was started and the question of what 

kind of arms would be given to them was settled. According to the decision they 

would be given arms resembling the old ones. Their uniforms too were designed as 

similar to those of Janissaries183
, which shows that the government was acting 

prudently in order to pre.ent speculations. 

The attentive and prudential movement of the Sultan about the training 

program was seen In the decrees. In a decree Mahmud II asked that in what 

conditions the training program would be realised. He, by claiming that since people 

from every corner of Istanbul would come to the drill ground in order to watch the 

182 •• • . 
BA, H.H. 17319, 1241, BA, H.H. 19462, 1241. See also Esad, USS-I Zafer, p. 63, Cevdet, Tanh-

i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 150. 

183 Cevdet Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 151. Reed says that; "The uniform was, by design, to differ 

radically from the regular Janissary outfit, and to be as attractive as possible in order to entice 

recruits. In place of baggy trousers, short-sleeved vests and open slippers, the new troops were to 

receive tight-fitting European style knee-breeches with leggings, a long-sleeved jacket, and 

colored Laz type cap. Although in his footnote he says that his argument is based on the citations 

of Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 64, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 151, and Walsh, Residence ,II 

506, the citations of both Esad and Cevdet are radically different from his comment. In p., 64 Esad 

mentions only a single clause about the uniforms, by saying that "Layiha-i muharrerde de mfibin 

oldugu iizere askere lazlm gelen elbise ve esliha edna himmet-i iskenderane ile gend ruz zarfmda 

tertib .. " while in p., 151, Cevdet says that "Bunlara defaten sfingfilfi tUfenk verilse kIyl fi kali 

mucib olmak mfitaalasma mebni birer tokmak kundaklI tfifenk ile birer kIhnc hazlr edildi ve bir 

klyafet-i mahsusa lazlm gelmekle eski tOreden 91kIlmaYlp ayaklanna sIkI potur ve ba~lanna ye~il 

renkli laz ka1pagl tahsis buyuruIdu. It seems that his comment is based on the citations of Walsh. 
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training program, said that the shootings had to be performed with the blank shot184
. 

Another important point recited in the decree was about the Sultan's annoyance 

because of maladroitness of soldiers in shootings. He says that the lanissaries had to 

obtain required skills and techniques as soon as possible since the Westerners might 

ridicule the lanissaries' foolish appearance because of their misses in shooting. This 

emphasis of the Sultan is significant to understand the importance attributed to the 

Westerners' views. Mahmud II wanted to westernise his army in order to stop the 

encroachment of the West, but he wanted to achieve this without large-scale 

assistance, and the implied interference, by Europe185
. His remark that the problem 

of how the training program would be made in winters could be solved by the 

authorities like Huseyin Aga is important since it gives the traces that the sultan was 

aiming to discipline the military and if the lanissaries would accept every request of 

the Sultan, there possibly would be no problem. On the other hand, it is clear that the 

lanissaries would not easily accept what the Sultan wanted. 

On 6 Zilkade 1241112 June 1826, the teachers who were charged by the 

$eyhulisiam in order to teach the new kind of art of war, the §eyhs, the Aga of 

Janissaries Mehmed Celaleddin Aga, and the superintendent of e§kincis Saib Efendi 

and other 1 anissary officers, by making a mutual deliberation, at early times of the 

morning went to the old drill ground at the Et Meydam. Following immediately after 

the noon call to prayer, some three-to five selected soldiers from every fifty-one orta 

184 BA, H.H. 25635. 

185 Avigdor LeVY,The Military Policy of Sultan Mahmud II, 1808-1839, Ph. D. Dissertation: 

(Harvard University, 1968). p. 65l. 
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were sent out Etmeydam and by dressing their clothes they· were given their arms 

with prayer and praise l86 . Hence, four drill masters; Davud Aga who was an 

Egyptian colonel, ibrahim Aga who was the veteran of the Nizam-z· Cedid of Selim 

In and other two men who knew modern military drill were also dressed and 

brought forward to instruct the new troopsl87. Afterwards, some of the ulema talked 

about the legitimacy of the new kind of training program and attempted to awaken 

the enthusiasm of the soldiers. Then, Yabanabadi Ali Efendi who was the head 

keeper of fetvas, started the E~kinci Project with the formula 

'bismillahirrahmanirrahim'. He took a riffle and passed it to the Aga of Janissaries, 

who himself kissed and passed it to the sekbanba~l, the sekbanba~l gave it to the 

Agas of the kalar. The e~kinci soldiers moved just a few steps forward in order to 

show that they formally pretended to begin the programl88. At the close of the drill 

session, Ahmed Efendi from the ulema class then made a touching prayer aloud and 

everyone repeated with him. Thus the first training came to an end189 . In spite of the 

premonitions of the reform leaders, the first e~kinci drill was ove j · without incident. 

There was also no apparent problem in the following next two days l90. 

Goodwin in his work "The Janissaries" stresses a remarkable point by saying 

that it would be interesting to know how many members of the assembly had 

186 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 64, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 151. 

187 While Esad gives the number of instructors as four, Cevdet mentions as three. Esad, Uss-i Zafer, 

p. 64, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. l5I. 

188 Esad, p. Uss-i Zafer,p. 65, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 151. 

189 Ibid. 
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foreseen the men's reaction to the reforms and also what was the thought of the 

Sultan. The idea that the ministers and their advisers did not know that they were 

vexmg the Janissaries is inconceivable191
. Although the new kind of training 

program was started without any problem, according to the explanations of both 

Mehmed Esad Efendi and Cevdet Pa~a, the officials were on their toes. This 

precaution was derived from the idea that the Janissaries especially who were at the 

same time occupied with trading esames could make any agitation. In order to 

prevent this, the government by sending a decree to the Kadz of istanbul declared 

that, from this time buying and selling ofesames was prohibited, but the owners of 

esames could use them throughout their lives. The decree continued with the idea 

that the necessity of the new kind of training program was canonically approved and 

since it was consonant with the religious faith, the population should have been 

satisfied with this training programl92
. 

Both Mehmed Esad and Cevdet claim that the influential people from the 

Janissary corps such as Kethudayeri Mustafa and Kurd Yusuf who were invited to 

the meetings in both the residence of $eyhulislam and Aga Kapisl and who 

undertook their faithfulness, however acted hypocritically. They say that while those 

people had originally were planning to rebel at the fist drill of the e§kincis, some of 

the Janissaries postponed this by claiming that it was not appropriate to the laws of 

Dudman-l Bekta§iye to rebel without having removed their cauldrons into the square. 

190 •• 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 71. 

191 Godfrey Goodwin, Tbe Janissaries, (London: Saqi Books, 1994), p. 218. 

192 Esad Uss-i Zafer, pp. 66-67, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 266. 
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Some lanissaries had the thought that the most appropriate time for the rebellion 

was after the distribution of arms to the. e~kincis. They claimed that the e~kinci 

comrades would also bring their new arms that would hasten success. On the other 

hand, others argued that the rebellion had to start before the first drill, because the 

e~kincis might disapprove the rebellion, since the government would treat them 

kindly. Neither side succeeded to persuade the other before the announcement of the 

first drill 193. Cevdet says that even the Janissary ringleaders were assembling 

secretly in the Kerpic; Han at Big Bazaar, in order to discuss and find the most 

appropriate time of the rebellion. In those assemblies the former lieutenant of the 

31 st company named Habib was strongly inciting the Janissaries to rebel. Before the 

beginning of the eJkinci project, although he was exiled to the province because of 

his dangerous influence among the Janissaries, he suddenly turned to istanbul for the 

reason that he was wishing to be transferred to Salonika. Despite all efforts to send 

him to his post, he did not leave istanbul 194
. 

The government was also too conscious of any possible opposition. Six days 

before the first drill of the e~kincis, on 28 Sevval 1241/4 June 1826 when Saib 

Efendi was appointed as the superintendent of the E~kinci troops, he went to the 

residence of the Aga of lanissaries, in order to talk about the first drill of the 

e~kincis and any possible reaction against it. Toward the end of the discussion 

Celaleddin Aga, who thought that there might be a reaction from some Janissary 

officers and leaders, sent Saib Efendi to the katar Agas, Kurd Yusuf and some of the 

193 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 69-70, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 152. 

194 Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 152. 
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Janissary veterans, and invited them to a meeting. When they assembled, Celaleddin 

Aga tried to persuade them that the sole aim of the project was to fight the enemies 

on equal basis with the tactics and arms similar to theirs. He also reminded that they 

ratified the document with their signatures and the ulema also declared it as a 

religious duty 195. 

The veterans of the Janissaries agreed but said that, the Janissaries were so 

"thick-skulled" and they were already grumbling that the new program was adopting 

the tactics of the infidels. The Janissaries were resisting to the new program since it 

was not in accord with the tradition of the Janissaries 196
. It was important that any 

possible reaction of the Janissaries against the new drill program was connected with 

their mental capacity. Thus Esad was aiming at representing them as "thick-skulled" 

persons. 

The veterans' responses set in motion the Celaleddin Aga and Aga Huseyin 

Pa§a. The Grand Vizier was also anxious about the malcontent of the Janissaries. 

After he was informed the responses of the veterans, he hastily summoned Aga 

Huseyin Pa~a to his residence at night. Huseyin Pa~a advised that since all 

preparations were made, they would stand confidently against any reaction and if the 

Janissaries would revolt, they would be disciplined197
. 

195 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 70, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 152-153. 

196 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 71, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 153. They wrote that; n~feratlmlZ 
beyni kahn bir taife-i gayri haifedir. Sayet bu teklif olunan surete ha~a gavur talimidir etmeyiz, biz 

kIlmc ile kege 9alar, ~i~hane atar ni~an ururuz diyerek ihdas-l klyl ii kal etmeye idiler. 

197 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 153. 
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Cevdet mentions that although the lanissaries declared that they would obey 

orders, the government, due to "the lack of confidence" took all preventive 

measures. All the officers of the artillerymen, the bombardiers, the sappers, and the 

dockyard troops were alarmed. In any possible reaction of the lanissaries, those 

military units would give support and if needed would punish the lanissaries. In 

addition, approximately 3000 Sekban soldiers from both sides of the Bosphorus, led 

by Aga Huseyin Pa~a and Mehmed izzet Pa~a were brought to ready. Barges and 

boats were assembled in order to transport them to istanbul, if necessary. All ilmiye 

students who had a strong grudge against the lanissaries were alarmed and 

instructed against a potential rebellion. Other citizens who were feeling a strong 

aversion to the lanissaries were also attracted to support the government198 As 

supported by the citations of Cevdet, the Sultan and high bureaucrats had already 

alarmed all trustworthy forces and institutions just like a chess player who plans 

every single step in advance. 

According to the E~kinci Project, the e~kinci troops would go out sometimes 

to Kaglthane and sometimes to Davud Pa~a for their practices. But as I mentioned 

earlier, the fist drill took place in the Et Meydam. The probable reason of this 

change was to intervene in any possible rebellion since for the government, the 

intervention was easier within the walls than beyond the walls. 

It is s~en that both Mehmed Esad and Cevdet Pa~a felt the necessity of 

exclaiming a preparation of a rebellion by the lanissaries, whether it was just before 

198 Ibid. 
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or after the training program. 199. The exclaim of Mehmed Esad or Cevdet Pa~a could 

be true or false but their perception and presentation manner hence represent the 

vision of the assembly members, since Mehmed Esad was one of them and Cevdet 

Pa~a was the official historian of the government. The course of events supports the 

feeling that a plan against the Janissaries was carried out by the government which 

had taken into consideration all possible outcomes and then manipulated parties of 

this plan to act as foreseen. Thus, one may say that the government which without 

any doubt did no longer wanted the Janissary army to exist within this structure, had 

made a plan aiming to exterminate the Janissary order if they would not accept the 

amelioration program. To think that the government could prepare such a plan may 

be seen as a conspiracy theory, but the course of events does not allow refusing so 

easily this theory. 

199 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 69, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 152. 



90 

4. ABOLITION OF THE JANISSARY ARMY 

Tecemmii eyledi meydan-l lahme 

Miip kiifran-l nimet nice bagi 

Koyup kaldlrmadan ikide birde 

Kazan devrildi sondiirdii ocog/ 

Keyecizade izzet Molla 

4.1. THE FINAL REBELLION OF THE JANIS SARlES 

On the night of Wednesday Zilkade 9th 1241/June 14th 18262°°, the Janissaries 

arrived in small groups at the Et Meydam, beyond the great gate of their barracks 

together with some captains and sergeants they trust. They also called the 

KulkethiidaSI Hasan Aga in order to gain his adherence. Hasan Aga by sending a 

reply evaded this attack successfully and told them that it would be best to come 

200 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p.7l, He gives the date as Thursday evening, 9 Zi1kade 1241, and mentions its 

Christian date of correspondence as 3 June 1828. That is an error since in reality its Christian 

date of correspondence is 14 June 1826. The discrepancy between 3 and 14 June is removed if 

one calculates based on the Old Style Julian Calender that would be eleven days earlier than the 

New Style Gregorian Calender. Since the Muslim days start with the sunset, Esad mentions 

Wednesday evening as Thursday but he gives the year 1828 instead of 1826, it might be because 

his account was published in 1828, he mig..ltt make a mistake by writing 1828 for 1826. On this 

consult, Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 190, 

Cevdet, Tarih-i Ce\'det Vol. XII, p. 154. He repeats Esad Christian date as 3 June. 



91 

together with the Janissary company commanders. Yet some Janissaries went to the 

Aga Kapzsl in order to attack and assassinate the Aga of the Janissaries201 . 

The Janissaries who went to the Aga of Janissaries reached his residence just 

after he returned from his routine patrol at Tahtakale. In fact when the Janissaries 

had arrived, the Aga of Janissaries was in the lavatory preparing to go to bed. The 

Janissaries looked for everywhere but not finding him, decided that he was still out. 

Then they started to plunder and smash his residence and set fire to the place. When 

they left, the Aga immediately set off from the lavatory and went to Siileymaniye in 

order to hide himself. 

The following day, the Janissaries dragged their regimental cauldrons out of 

the barracks as a sign of revolt. This was an old tradition based upon the belief that 

their cauldrons were sacred. Connected to this tradition the historians narrate two 

tales closely associated with each other. According to the first one, the Janissaries 

had donated a big cauldron to the dergah of Hacl Bekta~ and this cauldron was only 

used to cook a~ure on the lOth of every Muharrem202
. According to the second tale, 

the cauldron was a souvenir of Haci Bekta~ in which he had been cooking soup. That 

cauldron was named Kazan-z Serif and according to the Janissary belief if this 

cauldron was taken away from its place and a bucket of water was poured into this 

place, the world would be upside down203. Every 'oda' in the corps had its cauldrons, 

201 Esad, irss-i Zafer, p. 71; Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 154. 

202 Suraiya Faroqbi, Osmanh Kiiltiirii ve Giindelik Ya~am, (istanbul: Tarih Vakfl Yurt Yaymlan, 

1997), p. 233. 

203 Cevad, Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, p. 212. 
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two or three, which were made of copper. When there was a problem. about their 

'ada's, the Janissaries would make their plans and discussions around these 

cauldrons. The cauldrons of every arias and boliiks were also accepted as sacred by 

the Janissaries and in the time of rebellion they were dragging their cauldrons out of 

their barracks. The symbolic meaning of the cauldron was exceedingly strong; even 

in battles, since the cauldrons were accepted as more important than their flags and 

signs, the Janissaries paid more attention to keep their cauldrons off enemies204 

Apart from their cauldrons the Janissaries also barrowed the cauldrons of the 

armourers and of the saddlers un~! a huge heap had been arranged. In order to 

convince other Janissaries the sergeants were sent off to the city quarters such as 

Tahtakale, AsmaaItI and Unkapam where they had assembled. These sergeants tried 

to rouse the people to participate into the rebellion and spread a rum our that the 

Grand Vizier, Aga Huseyin Pa~a, and all other high officials had been either seized 

or killed. Then, a crowd of porters and labourers gathered in the Et Meydam where 

an important number of rebels had been assembling205
. 

When the rebels reached a great number, they urged a group of "rabble" 

controlled by a porter named Nakilci Mustafa in order to attack the Grand Vizier's 

residence. Another Mustafa surnamed Sarho~ (the Drunkard) was sent to Necib 

204 Uzun<;ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan 1, p. 258. 

205 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 71; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 154. Both accountants do not 

mention any estimation about the number of the Janissaries and rebels involved, but Deval 

mentions that there were 20000-25000. Charles Deval, Deux Annees a Constantinople et en 

Moree 1825-26 ou Esquisses Historiques sur Mahmoud, les Janissaries , les Nouvelles Troupes, 

ibrahim-Pacha, Solyman-Bey, etc., (Paris and London: 1828), p. 126. 
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Efendi who had been the steward and agent of Muhammed Ali Pa~a of Egypt and a 

strong supporter of the e$kinci projece06
. 

As it was summertime, a lot of important officials were spending their nights 

at their summer homes. So that, both the Grand Vizier and Necib Efendi luckily 

preserved their life since the Grand Vizier was at his royal residence at Beylerbeyi 

and Necib Efendi was at his summer home at Kanlica. The residents of Bab-l Ali 

escaped alive by hiding in a cellar in the garden of Harem, but the rebels pillaged the 

residences and captured some 6.000 purses in cash from the Grand Vizier's treasury 

and 700-800 purses from the residence ofNecib Efendi 207
. The Janissaries who ""ere 

organised by Nakilci Mustafa were spread through the city in order to declare that 

they would avenge upon their opponents who were the givers of the jetvas, the 

writers of the judicial acts and all who wore the "kavuk". Their cries turned to action 

when some rebels met Seyda Efendi who was from ulema class. They attacked and 

wounded him and he saved his life from their hands with some difficultl08
. 

These cries spread beyond the city and reached Mehmed Selim Pa~a at 

Beylerbeyi. The Grand Vizier sent his brother to Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a and Mehmed 

izzet Pa~a in order to summon them immediately to the Yah Kiosk with their troops. 

When the Grand Vizier reached the palace then he sent for Mehmed Emin Aga -the 

superintendent of the palace treasury in order to entrust him with the task of 

informing Sultan who was at the Be~ikta~ palace, about the revolt. He also wanted to 

206 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 71; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 154. 

207 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 72; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 155. 

208 Ibid. 
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take the view and the permission of him to bring out the Sacred Banner of the 

Prophee09
. 

Hence, he sent messages to other officials and called them to the rendezvous 

by the palace. A huge group of important officials arrived in the palace including, 

Aga Huseyin Pa~a, Mehmed izzet Pa~a, Seyhiilislam Kadlzade Tahir Efendi, the 

former chief judge of Rumeli Arif Bey, and the future chief judge of Anadolu 

Arabzade Hamdullah Efendi, The Kadz of istanbul Sadlk Efendi, Kurd Abdurrahman 

Efendi of the lecturers and, Esad Efendi, Necib Efendi and Saib Efendi21O
. Then, all 

high ranking officials, the superintendent of the imperial arsenal Said Efendi, the 

commander of the army transports Hasan Aga, the chief of the bombardiers Dede 

Mustafa Aga and the leader of the sappers Halil Bey were demanded hastily to come 

with their troops to the palace. These depositions show how seriously the 

preparations for the defence were being made. 

Meanwhile, Hasan Aga sent the chief scribe of the lanissaries Ra~id Efendi 

to the rebels in order to have information about their purposes. They sent Ra~id 

Efendi back with the news declaring that those kinds of infidel exercises were 

unacceptable for them and those who were responsible for these exercises would be 

fined with their lives. After coming back to the "Aga Kapzsz" Ra~id Efendi then was 

sent to the Yalz Kiosk where he repeated the news to the Grand Vizier and to all the 

officials named earlier. The Grand Vizier commanded Ra~id Efendi to take away the 

209 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 73; Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 156, Cevad, Tarih-i Asker-i 

Osmani, p. 368. 

?10 Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XU p. 156; Esad mentions no names. 
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reply to the rebels declaring that the new military system was religiously permissible 

and the government would not permit to change the sacred structure of the new 

system211
. 

This reply was unanimously applauded, and the Grand Vizier and others then 

proceeded from the Yah Kiosk to the rebuilt Aslanhane. The leading ulema, the 

judges, professors, theological students and servants of the state soon joined them. 

The arrival of the commanders of the artillerymen; especially ibrahim Aga with their 

soldiers, of the bombardiers and dockyard marines; especially Yemincioglu Ahmed 

Aga, army transport services and sappers with their men greatly encouraged the 

Grand Vizier and all attendants since, these corps had once stained their reputation 

by supporting the Janissaries when they revolted against Selim III212. 

Reed in his work "The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 

1826" makes estimation about the number of loyal troops assembled in the Topkapl 

Palace. He roughly reaches a total estimate of some 13.000 to 22.000 soldiers who 

were presented in the palace before they moved against the rebels213
. 

While these preparations were hastily being made, Mahmud II immediately 

ordered his travel boat that he used while travelling incognito. When he reached 

Topkapl Palace, proceeded to the Chamber of Circumcision and he immediately 

demanded the presence of the Grand Vizier and the Seyhiilislam and then, 

211 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 75; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 157. 

212 ". • • C Esad, USS-I Zafer, p. 76; Cevdet, Tanb-I evdet Vol. XII, p. 157. 

213 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mabmud II in June l826, p. 203. 
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summoned other officials and the ulema. He, by making a speech, demanded the 

ideas of the attendants about what was to be done with the lanissaries. The ulema 

unanimously replied that one should fight the rebellious214. The speeches even 

created an emotional atmosphere and everybody began to cry. The audience all 

entreated the Sultan to take out the Sacred Standard of the Prophet for its invincible 

support215 . Hence the Sultan went to the room where the relics of the Prophet were 

being kept and gave this Holy emblem to the Grand Vizier and the $eyhiilislam. 

Mahmud II personally wanted to join them and fight against the rebels but the 

audience convinced him not to risk his life against therebels. H~ nmlly decided that 

he should stay in the palace216. 

Meanwhile some important ulema; Durrizade Seyyid Abdullah, Mekkizade 

Mustafa ASlm, Yasincizade Seyyid Abduivehhab and SldkIzade Ahmed Re~id 

Efendi who had been to their summer residences along the shore were summoned to 

the palace. At the same time it was decided to send criers all over the city in order to 

gather the loyal muslims under the Prophet's Standard and to take their help. Then, 

the Kadl of Istanbul, was entrusted with the task of communication to the prayer 

leaders217. The message was read by the muezzins from the minarets of mosques of 

each quarter of the city saying that "Let every muslim, faithful to religion, take up 

214 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 78; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 158. 

215 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 79; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 158. 

216 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 79; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 158-9 .. 

217 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 80; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 159. 
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his arms and present himself beneath the Sancak-z Ser(fat Sultan Ahmed mosquel 218
. 

While these callings were being made, the rebels were also inviting the population to 

assemble around the Janissary cauldrons at the Et Meydam219
. According to Cevad, 

since nearly all the population wanted to settle an account with the Janissaries in 

order to avenge the murder of their relatives or the rape of a daughter etc., the 

population showed great attention to the invitation of the palace220
. 

Within a short time, a lot of students numbered about 3.500, together with 

their hocas, and groups of inhabitants from each quarter of istanbul with their prayer 

leaders and others with their magistrates came to the palace22
]. While students were 

in the way of the palace met some rebels and fought them in which one student 

became a "martyr". Another "martyr" was Hacl Yusuf Efendi who was the first 

chamberlain of the former minister of the treasury. A few people were also killed in 

the Bayezid mosque, but these did not hinder people from assembling under the 

Prophet's Standard222
. 

Sabres, rifles and cartridges were distributed from the palace arsenal to the 

people who had not any weapon. According to the citations of Reed from Charles 

Deval, Mahmud II had secretly imported 50.000 rifles from Liege, in Belgium for 

218 Deval, Deux Annees a Constantinople et en Moree 1825-26, p. 128, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 209. 

219 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 159. 

220 Cevad, Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, p. 371. 

221 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 80; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 159. 

222 Cevdet, Tarih-i Ce\'det Vol. XII, p. 159. 
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this event. Deval adds that the weapons of the. new troops of Selirri III were 

cautiously stored by Mahmud II for an emergenc/23
. These preparations clearly 

show that the Janissary insurrection had not caught the Sultan and his supporters by 

surprise, nor were they powerless to attack. 

The loyal citizens went out of the Imperial Gateway and assembled in the 

square of the Sultan Ahmed Mosque where they set the Prophet's Banner on high at 

the top of the pulpit with the cries of the affirmation Allahuekber24
. At the same 

time the troops of Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a and Mehmed izzet Pa~a reached the Sultan 

Ahmed Mosque and joined other troops. The leaders of the troops, the ulema and 

high officials then started to discuss that according to the Islamic law whether it was 

justifiable to use force against the Janissaries or not. The ulema replied that it was, 

but it could be more appropriate to send a representative to the rebelled Janissaries 

in order to remove their doubts about the legacy of reforms. The ulema added that if 

this conciliation effort failed, then the use of force against the Janissaries would 

become inevitable. They approved Ahiskah Ahmed Efendi for this duty, but he said 

that this merely would postpone their punishment since, they would not accept any 

conciliation. Mehmed izzet Pa~a added that this only would cause to lose time225
. 

223 Deval, Deux Annees it Constantinople et en Moree 1825-26, p. 123, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 212. Reed adds that the account 

of Deval was prepared on the basis of visits and conversations on the spot within four days of 

the massacre by a young Frenchman who knew Turkish and was attached to the French Embassy 

in istanbul as a royal student-interpreter. 

224 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 160. 

225 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 82; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII; p. 160-16l. 
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The final decision was to struggle against the Janissaries. The Grand Vizier 

ordered Aga Huseyin Pa~a and Mehmed izzet Pa~a for this duty with their troops in 

which the crowd and the students also had joined. The troops were divided into two 

columns; in the first column, the artillerymen and dockyard marines were led by Aga 

Huseyin Pa~a and in the second column, sappers and bombardiers with a mass of 

students and loyal citizens were under the control of Mehmed izzet Pa~a226. While 

Aga Huseyin Pa~a followed the Divan Yolu street with his troops, Mehmed izzet 

Pa~a followed the Sarachane street. 

The loyal citizens were continuing to come Sultan Ahmed Mosque in order to 

join the troops. At this time while the Grand Vizier was sending them to join the two 

columns, they were intercepted by several Janissary captains. Especially Mustafa 

Aga who was the adjutant of the lieutenant general claimed that the Janissaries were 

unable to apply the new drill. The Grand Vizier replied that, the new drill system 

had been accepted by the J anissaries and the ulema also approved it. The second 

preacher of the Sultan Zeynel Abidin Efendi then repeated that the Janissaries had 

signed Hilccet-i $erriye and accepted the new drill. H@ closed his speech with an 

appeal that everyone should hastily attack to destroy the rebels227. 

All the loyal citizens demanded a commander who would lead them into 

battle. Necib Efendi who was the superintendent of the powder factories voluntarily 

presented hims~lf for this duty. The Grand Vizier then charged four lieutenants, two 

226 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 84; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 162. Cevdet lists only the 

artillerymen with Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a and others with Mehmed izzet P~a. 

227 .. . . C d Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 85; Cevdet, Tanh-l ev et Vol. XU, p. 162-163. 
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Egyptians; Ali and Emin Beys and Emin Aga and Serif Aga to assist Necib 

Efend?28. 

When the troops of Aga Huseyin Pa~a reached the Horhor fountain, the 

Janissaries met them and killed two artillery soldiers. The troops responded with fire 

and forced the Janissaries to return to the Et Meydam. They closed the great gate of 

the Et Meydam and made a barricade with large stones behind it. The troops of 

Mehmed izzet Pa~a then surrounded the Et Meydam where Kara Cehennem ibrahim 

Aga reached the great gate in order to advice the Janissaries to stop the opposition 

movement229 The response was angry shouts from the Janissaries. When the last 

conciliation attempt became unsuccessful, the two Pa~as ordered the artillery to open 

fire at the gate. While, the first shot broke a portal of the gate, the Janissaries who 

gathered behind it were killed or wounded. Mehmed izzet Pa~a offered a purse of 

2.500 piastres to the soldier who would open the other portal of the gate, and 

Mustafa who was a soldier of the artillery succeeded this. Hacl HafIZ Efendi and 

Kara Cehennem ibrahim Aga immediately penetrated to the Et Meydam and 

encouraged other soldiers. While soldiers were penetrating, the shots of Janissaries 

hit ibrahim Aga from his heel, but in order not to affect the soldiers psychologically 

he did not show any sign of pain and continued to command. This hard attack 

dissolved Janissaries and they began to flee. While they were fleeing, many were cut 

down, but others who saved their lives went into hiding in their wooden barracks or 

their Bekta§i Tekke, which Esad Efendi cites as "so called evil sanctuary, the house 

228 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 90; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 163. 

229 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 85; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 163. 
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of woe,,230. The Janissaries started recriminating and accusmg each other. 

Meanwhile Mustafa who successful1y opened the portal of the gate, took a torch and 

set a light to the butchers' stalls in front of the barracks. Fifteen volleys and oily 

rags also spread the flames in which a lot of Janissaries died231 . 

Deval who gives additional information about the actual battle adds that 

while the tempo of the battle began to increase in fury and violence, the Janissaries 

started to cry to their friends in the artillery in order to obtain their help. The reply 

was to send them death. Finally the Janissaries beseeched them to be merciful but 

the soldiers did not show any reaction. A lot of Janissaries died; the few who 

survived were pursued and stabbed, and escape was difficult232 . 

The first person who informed the Grand Vizier of the defeat of the 

Janissaries was Veli Pa~azade ismail Bey. The news greatly excited the Grand 

Vizier and all ministers. While ministers were congratulating each other, the Grand 

Vizier hastened to inform Mahmud lI233 . 

Meanwhile the lieutenant-general Hasan Aga, the commander of the Sekbans 

ibrahim Aga and his predecessors Salih and Talih Aga and the Aga of the Janissaries 

Celaleddin Aga were summoned to the Sultan Ahmed Mosque. Before the mid-

afternoon all these officers came to the mosque and kissed the edge of the Grand 

230 ". Esad, USS-l Zafer, p. 86. 

231 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 87; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 163-164. 

232 Deval, Deux Annees a Constantinople et en Moree 1825-26, pp. 131-132, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 226. 

233 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 90-91; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 164. 
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Vizier's robe. A tent was built for these officers in the Courtyard. For the protection 

of the city, a guard of bombardiers under the command of a chief gate-keeper was 

sent to each gate in the city walls. The artillerymen were sent to U skiidar and 

Bosphorus regions and some marines were posted at maritime arsenal, Kaslmpa~a 

and Galata. The protection of Eyiip region was also given to bombardiers. The chief 

of artillery, Numan Aga had been responsible for the protection of the arsenal. 

Particular attention was given to protect the Standard of the Prophet and some 

artillerymen and bombardiers were charged with this dutl34
. Since the support of 

artillerymen and bombardiers was devotedly supplied, with the help of them the 

suppression ()fthe Janissaries and the protection of the city became easier. 

The gate near the Dikilita~ was guarded by Velipa~azade Selim Slm Bey and 

his brother ismail Bey. The protection of the bazaar gate was given to Salih Koy 

Aga, while another Salih Aga who was the agent of Hur~id Pa~a became responsible 

for the (.ll1ar Agaci gate. At the gate of Kemeraltl, Yanyah Huseyin Bey stood 

watch. Artillery officers were sent to the Imperial gate. The previous chief of the 

armourers, Ali Aga was charged for the guard of the armourer's quarter. The 

responsibility of other quarters were given to Kara Siileyman Aga who was the 

custom tax collector at izmir and who, for a business, happened to be in istanbul, 

and to &orne chief gate keepers. While Mehmed izzet Pa~a and his soldiers were sent 

to Uskiidar regions, Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a spent the night in the Siileymaniye mosque. 

The magistrates and prayer leaders were commanded that the inhabitants of each 

quarter should form local guard units in order to protect their regions. After these 

234 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 93; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XU, p. 165. 
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precautions were taken, the Grand Vizier, the chief ulema and officials spent the 

night in the Sultan Ahmed Mosque235
. 

As soon as the Janissaries were defeated both Mehmed izzet and Huseyin 

Pa~a went to the "old rooms" of the Janissaries in order to catch those who escaped 

from the Et Meydam. These arrested Janissaries were sent to the Sultan Ahmed 

Mosque. While they began to arrive on the At Meydam outside the mosque, the 

Grand Vizier and high officials placed themselves in a hall situated on the left wing 

of the mosque. The Grand Vizier then ordered that all arrested Janissaries should 

enter the presence of the audience and after interrogation' they should be obliged to 

admit their guile36
. Cevdet compares this evident with the Conquest of istanbul and 

says that istanbul seemed as if it was a newly conquered city237. 

According to Cevdet the next morning, Friday, Zilkade lOth 1241/June 16th 

1826, the Grand Vizier placed himself on the left side of the mosque where the 

prisoners were interrogated and sent to strangulation. After their executions, the 

bodies of Janissaries were piled up under the plane tree in the At Meydam. To him, 

this was retribution of the Janissary revolt of 106611648. This plane tree was then 

known as "$ecere-i Vakvak" in which the corpses of ministers were hang. Cevdet 

interprets that, that tree was just coming to fruition238
. As an allusion to that evident, 

235 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 93-94; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII; pp. 165-166. 

236 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 94-95; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 165. 

237 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. xn, p.166. 

238 Ibid. He says that, ... Ferdasl Cuma giinu sadrazam yine cami-i ~erifin sol cenahmda oturup taraf 

taraf ahz u girift ile irsal olunan e~kiyaYl istintak ile bogdurur vela~elerini salifu'z-zikr 9mar 

altma ilka ettirir idi ..... Bu defa zorbalann la~eleri anm altma atlldt, !}ecere-i vakvak sanki ~imdi 

meyve vermi~ oldu. 
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izzzet Molla says that239
; 

Bir zaman ehl-ifitne cami-i han-l Ahmedde 

Bi gunah asmz§ idi kullarznz helaken 

Simdi erbab-l §ekanzn dakulup kelleleri 

Meyve vaktine yeti§tik §ecere-i vakvakzn 

Among the leaders of the rebels, who were killed on that day, there were 

Mustafa the previous commander of the Sekbans, another Mustafa the colonel of the 

32nd regiment of Janissaries, Cambaz Kurt Yusuf, Mustafa who was the 

administrator of the 25th mess and his brother Corekyi Mehmet, Kurt Bayraktar who 

was the chief of the guards of the Great Bazaar, the chief cook of the 5th mess of the 

armorers and his assistants, the sergeants of the same regiment and KazanCl Mustafa 

and Necip. On that day, approximately 200 Janissary prisoners were killed at the At 

. Meydam. Close to 120 Janissaries were executed at the residence of Aga Huseyin 

Pa~a, as well 240. 

In the usual noonday worship on Friday on June 16th 1826, Mahmud II went 

to the Zeynep Sultan Mosque. In his procession to the mosque, his Janissary escort 

was replaced by artillerymen and bombardiers. That was a preparation of the public 

239 Ibid. 

240Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 97; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p.167. 
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opinion to a change and also a sign of the next step that would be the abolition of 

Janissaries241 . 

During Friday night, a secret meeting was held In Sultan Ahmed Mosque 

where the abolition of the Janissary corps was discussed among the Pa~as, important 

ulema and officials. The most important decision was the abolition of the Janissary 

corps throughout the empire and the prohibition of even the mentioning of the name 

Janissary. The council also decided that a new troop called Asakir-i Mansure-i 

Muhammediye (Triumphant Soldiers of Muhammed) would take the place of 

Janissary corps242. That was the first time for the formal statement of the abolition of 

the Janissary army. 

The next morning, Zilkade 11th 1241/June 1 i h 1826, a great council 

containing the officials who had not been invited to the meeting on the previous 

evening was held. The first speaker was Mehmed Seyda Efendi who claimed that the 

Janissaries did not keep their word. He repeated the theme that although they signed 

the eJkinci reform, they rebelled against the government in order to annul it. He also 

urged that it was impossible to stop the brigandage of the Janissaries without having 

removed their names and insignia all over the world. He closed his exhortation by 

saying that this was the best chance given by Allah for the destruction and 

disappearance of the Janissaries, and added that to hinder and delay that "God given 

oppOliunity" even one minute, would be a regrettable failure243. 

241 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 101; Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 166. 

~2 - . Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 99-101; Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 167, 

243 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 103; Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdct Vol. XII, p. 167. 
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The speech of Mehmed Seyda Efendi was ratified by the entire audience who 

accepted that a decree had to be prepared _about this approval. Pertev Efendi who 

was the first secretary of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs had already written a draft 

ferman about the abolition of the Janissary army. According to Esad Efendi this 

ferman was prepared by Pertev Efendi on the previous night before Saturdal44. It is 

seen that the decision of the abolition of the Janissary army was taken before the 

assemblage of the council. Thus the aim of the council was to declare the final 

decision and to convince people about that, rather than to reach a definite outcome 

about the future position of the Janissaries. 

Mehmed Seyda Efendi then proceeded to read the prepared rescript and the 

council approved it. According to both Esad and Cevdet since the decree was so 

emotionally written and read, many of the audience could not restrain their tears. 

The decree then was sent to the Sultan for his approval and in a very short time 

Mahmud II had signed it and ordered that it had to be executed immediately24.5. He 

also commanded scribes for making copies of the decree in order to distribute it to 

every corner of the Empire. On the orders of Grand Vizier, Esad Efendi read. that 

document to the public from the pulpit of the Sultan Ahmed Mosque. Hence the 

copies of the decree were sent to each mosque in order to be read by prayer leaders· 

at noon prayers246
. 

244 " Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 103. 

245 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 104; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 168. 

246 Ibid. 
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The suppression of the lanissaries within a short time astounded everyone. 

Some poets had written verses in chronogrammatic forms247
: The poetry of 

Keyecizade izzet Molla is that; 

Teeemmii eyledi meydan-z lahme 

jdiip kiifran-l nimet niee bagi 

Kayup kaldzrmadan ikide birde 

Kazan devri ldi sondiirdii aeagl 

ismet Bevzade Hikmet Bev had written that; . -

Piir idiip nak!j-l ni~all her taraftn 

Kz#alar sanki sanemhane idi 

Yi:1ndz siikkam, a kavm-i bagi 

LaYlk-z nar degil ya ne idi? 

He also added that; 

Yandz hizem gibi kiilliyen aeag 

247 •• 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 97. 



Muderriszade Hoca Arif Efendi also composed that; 

Ocak yandl ve guruh-z yenie;eri berbad oldu 
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The governor of (:irmen, Esad Muhlis Pash had written out two strophes that 

were presented to the Sultan by the Grand Vizier. Hence the Sultan with gratitude 

sent a special reward to Esad Pa~a. The strophes are those248
: 

248 

Padi~ah sexf-z ~eriatle kesub 

lrkmz ehl-l fesadm yekser 

Dedi Muhlis kuluna hat~fi gayb 

Oldu tarihi (gaza-Yl ekber) 

The other is that; 

Tig-z sertiz-i ~eriatle ~ehin~ah-z cihan 

Ba~larm kesdi hep ehl-i fitenin sertaser 

Suphe hie; kalmadz ~imdengiru 01 daver-i din 

Oldz her karda teyid-i hudaya mazhar 

Padi.'jahzm, dedi Muhlis kuluna hatif-i gayb 

Tam tarihi amn oldu (gaza-yz ekber) 

BA, H.H. 17434.A, 1241/1826;BA, H.H. 17434.B, 1241/1826. 



4.2. THE FERMAN ABOLISHING JANISSARY ARMY: A CRITICAL 

EVALUATION 
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Like the E§kinci Layihasl and its Hiiccet-i $erriye the Jerman abolishing 

Janissary corps starts with the praise for the past tradition249 It says that thanks to 

the cihad and gaza warfare, to the fearless bravery of the Janissaries and their 

discipline, the Janissaries had won many victories, but since their discipline started 

to corrupt, evil men have penetrated into their ranks and they had involved in 

criminal movements. 

The ferman then refers to three past attempts at military reforms and stresses 

that although the Janissaries were no longer fighting successfully, they rioted three 

times for their selfish reasons against the formation of the disciplined troops. That 

statement was very significant since, it was the first time in the reign of Sultan 

Mahmud II that the authority, with an offical document, was speaking of the past 

reform efforts of Sultan Hamid I, Selim III and The Grand Vizier Alemdar250
. It was 

a clear evidence that the government now was not planning strictly to revitalize the 

old traditional institutions, but rather that was a change in the reform policies of the 

249 BA, H.H. 48106; BA, Cevdet Askeriye, 25109; Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 111-119; Cevdet, Tarih-i 

Cevdet Vol. XII; pp. 311-315; Cevad, pp. 297-301; Uzun9ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp.666-

672 

250 Avigdor Levy, The Military Policy of Sultan Mahmud II, 1808-1839, Ph. D. Dissertation: 

Harvard University, 1968, pp. 158··159. 
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government. Thus the new drill system was a further step of the former reform 

efforts. 

The Jerman then explains the efforts about the e~kinci projects. It stresses 

that, the plan was held in a general counci~ containing all the Viziers, uiema, ricals 

and all the .officers of the Janissary corps and it was unanimously decided to institute 

the e§kinci corps. Moreover, a Jetva was issued in order to declare that any person 

who spoke or acted against to the new law would be severely punished. The Jerman 

proceeds to describe the environment that made necessary to initiate the E§kinci 

reform. The reform project had been received as a religious sanction and was 

accepted by all. Nevertheless, the Janissaries went to revolt. Since their behaviour 

was far from the bounds of religion and decency, the Grand Vizier, Mufti, Viziers, 

uiema, rical and other high officials assembled at the imperial palace in order to 

reach a final decision about them. It was accepted that the Janissary corps, far from 

fulfilling the target function of its establisL'1H;nt, became a useless and insubordinate 

body that has become the place of unrest and sedition. 

The Jerman maintains its claims by saying that the Grand Vizier, Mufti, all 

the important officials and ulema together with the supporters of the state, 

assembled in the Sultan Ahmed Mosque beneath the Sacred Banner of the Prophet. 

It was unanimously agreed and decided that, the name and insignia of the lanissaries 

should be abolished. In its place would be enrolled and organised a sufficient 

number of troops named "Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye". These new troops 

would be useful to Islam and be able to counter the enemy in war. 

The Jerman further announced that the Commander-in-Chief (Serasker) of 

these new troops would become Aga Huseyin Pa~a, and that his headquarters would 
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be set up at the Aga Kaplsl. The name of Aga Kaplslchanged to Serasker Pa~a 

Kapzsz. All Janissary ranks were abolished_and the Aga of the Janissaries Mehmed 

Celaleddin Aga and other loyal Janissary officers were rewarded with appropriate 

ranks and income in the palace service. People who had Janissary pay tickets were 

again assured of their incomes for the rest of their lifetimes. The Jerman ends with a 

general exhortation about the brethren in faith, obedience and acting to the general 

desire and welfare. 

Supplementary paragraphs were added to the copies ofJermans that would be 

sent to provincial governors and authorities. In those paragraphs it was written that 

the cauldrons, utensils and other equipment which ostensibly were considered as 

belonging to the messes, but in reality owned by the government, were to be taken 

out of the hands of the Janissaries. The defence of all forts garrisoned by the 

Janissaries would be left to provincial governors and subordinate authorities. The 

name Janissary had no longer to be used. 

The analysis of this Jerman reveals us that like the E~kinci Layihasl it is 

manifested as a religious injunction and is consciously represented as the 

performance of a religious necessity. It is important that almost two-thirds of the 

Jerman recites religious and historic precedent and reasons about abolishing the 

Janissary Army. Only one-third of it is devoted to the abolition of the Janissaries and 

the organisation of the new troops. 
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4.3. REWARDS AND PUNISHMENTS 

After the abolition of the Janissary army, Mahmud II had decided to promote 

and reward his supporters. Aga Huseyin Pa~a, in addition to his existing position, 

that was the governor of Kocaeli and Bursa Sancaks and the commander of the 

Bosphorus Castles, became the governor of istanbul and Serasker of the new 

"Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye". He then was rewarded with a sable skin coat. 

After his promotion Aga Huseyin Pa~a instantly returned to his own tent in 

Siileymaniye in order to start the registration of the new soldiers251
. Davud Aga who 

was an Egyptian officer-instructor charged as the teacher of the E,s'kinci Corps, 

became a colonel in the new troops. The other instructors, ibrahim and Osman Aga 

were also appointed as colonels252
. 

The central administration of the Janissaries was being carried out by the 

"Aga Kapzsz" at that time, and apart from that, the Janissaries had also two important 

barracks. One of them was called "the new rooms" and since, provision of meat to 

the Janissary corps is issued there, the square was known as the Et Meydam. The 

day of the rebellion those barracks were set in fire in order to destroy the name and 

insignia of the Janissaries everywhere. The name "Et Meydam" also changed as the 

Ahmediye Square253 . The other barracks, called "the old rooms", were situated at the 

251 ... . . C Esad, USS-I Zafer, p. 107; Cevdet, Tarlh-I evdet Vol. XII, p. 168. 

252 Ibid. 

253 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 168. 
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opposite side of the $ehzade Mosque and the place was known as the "At Meydam". 

Those were demolished following the rebellion and the field was allocated to the 

Sultan Ahmed Foundation for the construction of stores and houses there254
. 

Aga Kaplsl that had formerly been supposed to be used by the military was to 

be assigned as the building of the jurisprudence and the old palace was given to high 

ranking military officers. Concubines, servants and special corps of the Sultan who 

had been living there moved to the new palace then255
. 

In addition to the honors mentioned in the decree, Celaleddin Aga received 

the degree of the first master of the horse and the rank of chamberlain256
. The 

general officers whose names mentioned in the decree were given gifts of 25 purses, 

or 12.500 piastres. The lieutenant-general Hasan Aga was given 50.000 piastres257 

Both Mehmed Esad and Cevdet list all promotions in ranks and gifts in details258 

Among the captains commanding messes; the commanders of the 23rd and 7th 

messes were accused to be disloyal because they got involved in brigandage of the 

Janissaries. Together with other commanders they were also invited to the tent of 

Sultan in order to receive a caftan of honour. When all commanders reached the tent, 

the Grand Vizier summoned the two commanders and executed them in the room of 

254 BA, H.H. 1748'9, 1242/1826-1827. 

255 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 168. 

256 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 109; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 169. 

257 Ibid. 

258 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 109-111; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 169, 
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execution259. Meanwhile the rebels who had been caught in every corner of the city 

were also being executed260. 

The sergeant Mehmed Aga, who had been the commander of the Armourers, 

proved himself disloyal since while everyone was gathering under the Sacred banner 

of the prophet, he had preferred to stay in his home261 . Esad also adds that; he did 

not show any efforts to prevent the rebels from seizing the cauldrons of his own fifth 

company262. That Saturday, he was condemned to exile in Kiitahya and while he was 

on the way, a messenger of the Sultan overtook him in inegal and executed there. 

On 16 Zi lkade 1241122 June 1826, the head of Mehmed Aga was exposed before the 

gate of imperial palace so that it might be a warning to others263 

While two days earlier the Janissaries were in a strong position, the situation 

had suddenly changed for the Sultan and against the lanissaries. On that day some 

captured lanissaries were being exiled and some were being executed. Town criers 

were shouting that, the name and insignia of the Janissaries were abolished and the 

new troops named "Asakir-i Mansure-i Aluhammediye" replaced them. Town criers 

were also shouting to community to go and open their shops and to pray for Sultan 

. . d 264 
In gratltu e . 

259 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 122; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 170. 

260 Cevdet, Tarih'-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 170. 

261 ". C . . XI 70 Esad, USS-l Zafer, p. 119; evdet, TarIh-1 Cevdet Vol. I, p. 1 . 

262 ". 9 Esad, USS-I Zafer, p. 11 . 

263 •• 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 120. 

264 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 170-171. 
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Before the mid-afternoon of that Saturday 11 Zilkade 12411 17 June 1826, the 

Grand Vizier, $eyhs, the ulema and high officials went to the Sultan Ahmed mosque 

in order to bring back the Holy Standard of the Prophet. As the group entered the 

New Palace from the midgate, the Sultan also moved out of the Gate of Felicity. 

Before reaching the Standard he bowed many times. He took the Sacred Banner of 

the Prophet from the hands of the Grand Vizier and the Mufti,265 and planted it in its 

socket before the Gate of Felicity. He then summoned a guard of long-tressed 

Halberdiers to stand guard. The precious rugs of various colours were spread out on 

the ground of the Standard and amber and aloes incense burned beside it. Ahiskah 

Ahmed Efendi then recited a prayer and verses from the Kur'an266
. 

After the Sacred Banner of the Prophet had moved to its place, Mahmud II 

then, came' to the hall of the Divan where he demanded the presence of high 

officials. An assembly was organized containing the Grand Vizier, Durrizade 

Abdullah Efendi, the Mufti, Mekkizade Efendi, Yasincizade Efendi, Sldklzade 

Efendi, and the governor of the Rumeli Arif Beyefendi, Yahya Beyefendi, the chief 

physician Behyet Efendi, Abdullah Mollazade Ahmed Re~id Efendi, Rahmi 

Beyefendi, the chief judge of Anatolia Tahir Beyefendi, Murat Mollazade Arif 

Efendi, Arabzade SadullahEfendi, Hakimzade Ali Pa~a, Hafidi Seyyid Ali Rlza Bey 

Efendi, Yusufzade Yusuf Efendi, Ra~id Efendizade Seyyid Cafer Beyefendi, 

Melikpa~azade Abdulkadir Beyefendi, Durrizade Abid Efendi, Arabzade Hamdullah 

265 Esad, U ss-i Zafer, p.122; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 171. Cevdet does not cite the 

Mufti. 

266 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 122-123; C~vdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p: 171 
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Efendi, <;ar~ambevi Hoca Mehmet Efendi, the judge of Istanbul Sadlk Efendi" 

Ahmet Hulusi Efendi, minister of interior Tahir Efendi, the treasurer Mehmet Seyda 

Efendi, the chancellor of the Divan Ataullah Efendi, the previous one Hamid Bey, 

minister of ammunation Ali Bey, the minister of mint Esad Efendi, the previous 

treasurer Yusuf Efendi, the chief archivist Numan Efendi, the previous official of 

financial transaction Mustafa Efendi, the chief accountant Rauf Pa~a and his brother 

Tahir Selam Bey, the prefect of Istanbul Hayrullah Efendi and the superintendent of 

the arsenals Necip Efendi267 After Mahmud II let participants have a seat, he began 

to speak. He thanked Allah for this victory that none of his precedents could have 

reached, then stressed out how an important position they shared in that event. He 

needed help of his audience in order to rule justly and to restore the religious 

foundations. 

Mahmud II then mentioned his second great reform namely, the abolition of 

arbitrary confiscation of the estates of officials who died naturally or were 

condemned to death268
. Until that, arbitrary confiscation of fortunes could be applied 

to all dignitaries, except the mollas. Until the abolition of arbitrary confiscation, the 

mol/as were the most privileged class in the State. They could be dismissed and 

267 .. Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 123, 124; Cevdet lists only some selected persons, Cevdet, Tarih-i 

Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 171 

268 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 125; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 171. Esad says that, .. ez ciimle 

beytii'l-mal-i miislimin ile kat'a miinasebet ve ahz ve i'taSl olmayan ve miillasib-i divaniyede 

istihdam olunmayan kesamn muhallefatlan miicerred ziimre-i hasire-i mezburenin telefat ve 

sarfatmdan dolaYI devlet-i aliyyenin miibtela oldugu mesarifatm cebr-i noksam zlmmnda canib-i 

miriden zabt olunmakta ise de avatlf-l aliyye-i ~ahanemden evvela ~-hususu ref eyledim; min 

ba'd 0 makule muhallefat alunmasun. Cevdet mentions that with a slight difference. 
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exiled, but unlike other officials were almost never executed. The fortunes of other 

dignitaries were confiscated by the Sultan after their owner's death, if not earlier; 

whereas those of the mollas were not subject to taxation and could be freely left to 

their descendants269. Thus with that second reform, Mahmud II generalised the 

privilege that had been previously offered only to the mollas. It is possible that, with 

that generalisation he might aim to reward other officials and to gain their sympathy. 

After that declaration, Mahmud II also demanded the opinions and 

recommendations of the audience about the next steps. He informed the audience 

that, they would spend their nights in the palace for a time so as to consider and 

decide carefully270. Only the older ulema were permitted to return to their homes. 

Others spent the nights in tents in the palace courtyards and gardens. To retire to the 

palace together with all officials was a careful defensive as well as administrative 

measure. 

Catching and punishments of the rebels were also rapidly continuing. One of 

the leaders of rebels the Sarho§ Mustafa was hiding in the Koca Mustafa region. 

After a search he was found and brought to the presence. He was executed together 

with other rebel leaders such as Turnacl Omer, Kafesci and Babadagh so as to 

intimidate others271 . Suspected people were also searched and inquired by the 

charged officials and they were banished to their native lands. Thus more than 

269 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westernization", p. 79. 

270 .. . . 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 125-126; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 171-172 

271 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 172 
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twenty thousands people were exiled within forty-fifty days272. In order to escape 

from that pressure some of the Janissaries were disguising and hiding in houses, 

stores or baths. The government announced that the ones who attempted to hide or 

helped them to hide would be severely punished273 . 

While the Janissaries were being extinguished in that manner, loyal officials, 

soldiers and citizens were being rewarded. The Grand Vizier, Aga Huseyin Pa~a and 

Mehmet izzet Pa~a were rewarded with magnificent jewelled daggers. The Mufti 

was offered a reward of a huge diamond set in a ring. His official residence was also 

moved to the former palace of the Janissary Aga. 274 

A sum of 75.000 piastres was given by the Sultan to the Mufti in order to be 

distributed to the ulema and approximately 3.000 students since they were supported 

the Sultan and fought the rebels. The imams who had urged people against the 

Janissaries, the scribes who had issued the fermans, the town-criers who had called 

the loyal citizens to come together beneath the Sacred Banner and all others who 

made efforts for this victory were liberally rewarded by the Sultan275. Also wounded 

citizens and the soldiers of ·the regiments of the bombardiers, sappers and 

artillerymen, all were presented with liberal rewards by Mahmud n276. 

272 Ibid. 

273 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 173 

274 -Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 191-192 

275 -Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp.187-188 

276 .. 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 188 



119 

The abolition of the Janissaries was thus presented as unavoidable historic 

necessity and called as Vak'a-i Hayriye (the Auspicious Event). It is important that 

none of the major events in Ottoman history has been defined by its name at the 

degree of the Vak'a-i Hayriye. This was an auspicious event for the government 

since it got rid of an obsolete army. Hence describing the destmction of the 

Janissary army as a blessed event was an effort of the government to create a 

positive feeling and widespread approval among its citizens. It is seen that the 

government reached its aim since the term soon gained a wide currency. Many 

Ottoman historians also used the term without making any critic about it. 

4.4. THE ABOLITION OF OTHER UNITS AND THE REORGANISATION 

OF NEW ONES 

After the abolition of the Janissary army, it was to turn to deal with the quasi­

Janissary groups. These quasi-Janissary groups could be classified under three 

categories. In the first category there were yamaks or garrisons of the Bosphorus 

Castles. The second was the group of Janissary guards and messengers attached to 

the foreign embassies and the third group was containing the porters, boatmen, 

coffee-house assistants and as such277. The government thought that if those groups 

had kept their position in istanbul, they would have been a threat for future. 

277 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries hy Mahmud II in June i82.6, p. 279. 
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In the deposition of Selim II, the yamaks had played an active role. Because 

of that reason the government was not relying on them whereas on the day of the 

revolt they had offered their services to Mehmed izzet Pa~a. After the abolition, 

together with the imams, the ulema and students, the yamaks were also rewarded, but 

since they were accepted as a suspect contingent, they were dissolved. The loyal 

ones were enrolled in the new troops and others were exiled to their homes in 

Lazistan on the Black Sea coast. The Bosphorus Castles were then garrisoned by 

five "artas" of artillerymen278
. 

A tezkere by Serasker Pa~a exemplifies that situation. According to that, 

among the Janissaries in the Bosphorus Castles the loyal ones would be permitted to 

stay in their homes by a stipulation that their guarantors had to be confirmed. The 

others who inclined towards brigandage might return to their homelands only if they 

brought their families together279
. Thus, with a decree it was ordered that loyal 

soldiers in the twelve castles of the Bosphorus region were enrolled in the new 

troops. The unmarried ones were also permitted to return to their homelands280
. 

According to that decree, we see that some 300-400 soldiers applied to enrol in the 

278 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 188-189; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 173. European reports 

indicate that there were some 2000-4000 Yamaks who had relations with the Janissaries. Some 

18 were executed in the castles while their commander was charged as a chamberlain. Another 

report states that 1200 were killed and others were exiled. From Journal des Debats, 26 July, 9 

August 1826; Gazeta de Lisboa, no. 183, 7 August, no. 223, 22 September, 1826,quoted in 

Deval, Deux Annees it Constantinople et en Moree 1825-26, p. 146, and Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 280. 

279 BA, H.H. 17347, 124111826. 

280 BA, H.H. 17457, 124111826. 
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new troops while another group of 300-400 unmarried soldiers was allowed to return 

to their homelands. 

The lanissaries who were attached to various embassies had not participated 

into the revolt. They were far from the scene of the struggle since the Foreign 

embassies were located across the Golden Horn in Pera?81 Those Janissaries, 

sometimes called Yasakp's were usually older men, however some grew up in 

Embassy service. On the 22nd of June, the Minister of Foreign Affairs informed the 

various foreign embassies that since the Janissary army was abolished, their 

Janissary guard would be shifted and the old guards would be replaced by new 

troops282. Foreign legations and embassies then sent their men to the Minister of 

Foreign Affairs for the congratulation of the victory283. The translators of every 

embassy, one by one, presented their gladness for the abolition of the Janissary 

army. The Nemc;e and English ambassadors offered their good will with the help of 

their translators. After that, the Sultan ordered that the reply had to be given both 

Nemc;e and English ambassadors and the others who would come to say their 

pleasure. Another ambassador who offered the good will of his king about the 

abolition of the Janissary army was from Sardinia284. 

281 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p.280. 

282 Journal des D6bats, July 26, 1826, quoted in Reed, , The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826,281. 

283 BA, H.H. 17349, 1241/1826. 

284 EA, H.H: 17454, Zilhicce 12411August 1826. 
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After the Yasakps of every embassy were surrendered, it was arranged that 

the soldiers of the Galata voyvoda would take up their position by turns285. Firstly, 

the English ambassador did not accept the decision and closed the embassy. In order 

to prevent any kind of provocation, the government temporarily gave the duty of 

Yasakps to the Kavas of the Imperial Gate and sent them to the English Embassy286. 

Thus the problem was solved, but after that the French ambassador objected to that 

decision and applied to the Sultan. As reply the government proposed to send them 

Kavas like the English Embassy. The French ambassador rejected that proposal and 

threatened that if the Yasakps did not return to their duties, he would bring the 

guards from France. That threat set in motion the government, that informed the 

commander of the Bosphorus that if he came across any French soldiers in the 

French ship, he then instantly would arrest them. After that order, the comm~.nder of 

the Bosphorus found nine soldiers from a French ship and arrested them. A decree 

was sent to the French ambassador that he had to send those soldiers back. Finally 

the French ambassador accepted the decision287. Connected to that period, in another 

decree, the government determined that the French ambassador would be convinced 

and necessary measures would be taken so as to prevent any provocation of him over 

other embassies288. 

285 . 
BA, H.H. 23985. 

286 Uzun<;:ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 564. For further infonnatioll see also, BA, H.H. 18023. 

287 Uzu1l9ar~lh, Kapukulu OcaklarI I, pp.564-565. 

288 
BA, H.H. 23985. 
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Lord Stratford Canning who was the British ambassador at that time mentions 

Yasakcls as follows289: 

Not a day passed without my receiving a requisition from the Port calling 

upon me to send thither immediately the officer and soldiers comprising my official 

guard. I had no reason to suppose that any of them had been concerned in the revolt, 

and was pretty sure that they could not repair to the Port without imminent danger of 

being sacrificed. I ventured therefore to detain them day after day, first on one pretext 

then on another, until, at the end of a week, the fever at headquarters had so far 

subsided as to open a door for reflection and mercy. Relying on this abatement of wrath 

I complied, and the interpreter whom I directed to accompany them, gave every 

assurance on their behalf which I was entitled to offer. The men were banished from 

the capital. but their lives were spared, and many years later I was much pleased by a 

visit from their officer, \\'ho displayed his gratitude by coming from a distance on foot 

to regale me with a bunch of dried grapes and a pitcher of choice water. Let me add 

that this instance of good feeling on the part of a Turk toward a Christian is only one of 

many which have come to my knowledge. 

The third quasi-Janissary groups were porters, boatmen, coffee-house 

assistants and as such. Esad mentions them as "the rabbles,,290 since these men were 

putting on airs and stealing or exacting money from people. A decree supports those 

289 Stanley Lane-Poole, The Life of the Right Honourable Stratford Canning, Viscount 

Stratford de Redcliffe, 2 Vols., Vol. I, (London: 1888), pp. 419-20, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction ofthe Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 281. 

290 .. 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 185. 
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claims. According to that; some porters, boatmen and their ilk in Tahtakale, 

Bahc;ekapzsl and Kapan-z dakik regions were using pistols and were stealing money 

from people. At that time, with a decree, the Aga of Janissaries became responsible 

for the punishment and admonition of these people291 . These characters had been 

generally in league with the Janissaries. It was decided to cleanse istanbul of these 

undesirables. Esad stresses that the expelling of those unwanted characters had been 

long overdue and this delay was only because of the fear of Janissary retaliations292. 

The suppression of the quasi-Janissary groups also supported to guarantee the 

Sultan's victory in istanbul. There were some other military units that were not 

formally dissolved, but reorganised. All formal traditional ranks that were generally 

formed according to kitchen terminology and hierarchy were transferred to the new 

titles and a more western type of chain of command was created. The title c;orbaci 

was transferred to ortaagasz, ortaba$l to miilazlm, usta to a$pba$l, karakullukc;ular 

to a~<;pyamaklarz and saka to sebilci 293. After the abolition of the Janissary army, 

within less than a week, the first regiment of the 'Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye' 

was set Up294. According to Canning it occurred on. Tuesday, June 20th 1826, just 

three days after the formal abolition of the Janissaries295: 

291 BA, H.H. 19506, 1230/1815. 

292 .. 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 185. 

29~ Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. xu, p. 173. 
294 .. 

Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 189. 

295 Lane-Poole, The Life of the Right Honourable Stratford Canning, Viscount Stratford de 

Redcliffe I, p. 421, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 

1826, p. 290. 
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This afternoon, when the person to whom I have already alluded was standing 

near the Reis Efendi's tent. his attention was suddenly caught by the sound of drums and 

fifes, and on turning round he saw, to his utter astonishment, a body of Turks in various 

dresses, but armed with muskets and bayonets, arranged in European order. and going 

through a new form of exercise. He supposes the number to have been about two 

thousand.. but never before having seen troops in line he may have been deceived in this 

particular ... the men acted by word of command., both in marching and in handling their 

arms. The Sultan, who was at first stationed at the window within sight, descended after 

a time and passed the men in review. His highness was dressed in the Egyptian fashion, 

armed with pistols and sabre, and on his head in the place of the Imperial Turban was a 

sort of Egyptian bonnet. 

Lord Stratford Canning also adds that during that transition period all the 

public offices were shut up, markets closed and all commercial activities were 

stopped for the first few days after the Janissary rebellion296
. Since coffee-houses 

were known as favourite haunts of the Janissaries it was also decided to shut them 

c . 297 lor precautlOn . 

Cevdet stresses that according to the commentary of Bahir Efendi about "Oss-i 

Zajer, Esad Efendi exaggerates the time that the coffee-houses were closed. To him, 

296 Ibid., p. 420, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 

293 

297 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 177. 
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the coffee-houses were only shut for about 5 to1 0 days, and on bails of tradesmen 

or inhabitants of the quarter they were reopened,298 while others were destroyed299. 

The coffee-houses were shut and opened several times in the course of the 

summer300 . 

After the organisation of the new infantry, the next concern was the 

organisation of the Tulumbacls or firemen. It took place on Thursday, June 22, 1826, 

two days after the first review of the Asakir-i Mansure-i' MUhammediye. All the 

former firemen were dismissed and it was decided that the Armenians would be 

charged as firemen. Four days later, on June 26th
, 1826, the Armenians had been 

assembled for these services301 . 

After a short period of the abolition of the Janissary army, the Acemi oglan 

division ofthat unit was also abolished. In the last quarter of the seventeenth century 

and at the beginning of the eighteenth, they were composed a total of 34 messes. 

They were originally children of the Christian families or prisoners of war and they 

were usually assigned manual tasks, especially supplying wood for the palace302. 

Their barracks near the Sehzade mosque were given to the use of young recruits who 

2981bid, p. 178. 

299 . 
Ibid,pp.177-78. 

300 Journal Des Debats, 26 July, 24 August, 11, 27 September, 1826, Lane-Poole, Life, Vol. I, p. 

434, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 294. 

301 Journal des D6bats, 15 July 1826, quoted in Reed, Tbe Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 296. 

302 Cevad, Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, p. 241; for more information see Uzun~ Kapukulu OcakIan I, pp. 5-70. 
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were under fifteen years 01d303
. After their abolition, the title of their commander 

''istanbul Agasl "-the Aga of Istanbul was replaced by the title "hatab emini" -the 

superintendent of the wood fuel supply for the palace for which he continued to be 

responsible304
. 

The halberdiers, who were under the leadership of Muhzlr Aga had been 

attached to the special Janissary guard of the Grand Vizier. Their main duties were 

acting as jailers for criminals, carrying out the sentences imposed on them and 

watching at the residence of the Aga of Janissaries305
. After the Sacred Banner was 

moved to its place, the duties of halberdiers were given to bombardiers and a group 

of Kzrcaiz Sekbans that were promptly produced by the Grand Vizier. It was decided 

to abolish the halberdiers. Their duties were transferred to a special group of 

guardsmen known as "kavas", since in the provinces and in the office of the viziers 

the kavas, who were carrying a silver wand were used for that duty. Their former 

commander Muhzzr Aga, the captain of the Grand Vizier's guards was given the new 

title of "Tomruk Aga"-the chief disciplinary officer306
. 

Like halberdiers, the two special corps that served as the Sultan's bodyguards 

were abolished. The first was the group of the Janissary archers called solaks that' 

were drawn from the 60th
, 61 st

, 62nd and 63rd Janissary messes. They were selected 

among the Janissaries who were famous for their courage, experience, good looks, 

303 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII. p. 173. 

304Ibid., Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 255. 

305 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 304. 

306 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 176. 
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sobriety and ski1l307. Cevdet says that although in the past they were active in the 

service of the Sultan, later on their ordinances got spoiled and they became of 

committing sedition308 . Because of their disorder they were abolished while their 

commanders became equerries (silah§or) to the Sultan?09 Later new guards were 

organised in the place of them and they were named "Rikab-z Hiimayun Hademesi 

(The Servants of the Imperial Stirrup )310. 

The second special group that also served as the Sultan's bodyguard was the 

Peyks. In contrast to the solaks who were the members of the Janissary corps, the 

Peyks were an entirely separate unit. They were a company of 150 men while their 

barracks were near the Sultan Ahmed Mosque. They were famous for running non­

stop for hours311. The Peyks were also abolished and substituted by new guards312 

While the new infantry was being organized, another type. of Kapzkulu 

soldiers, the cavalry corps were also dissolved. The regular cavalry, named sipahis, 

the life guards named silahdars and their four auxiliary bodies ulufeciyan and yemin 

and yesar and gureba-yz yemin and yesar all were decided to be abolished by 

claiming that many of the abuses which had corrupted the Janissary corps had 

contaminated the cavalry as well. Their offices, titles, insignia and names were also 

307 Uzum;ar;ah, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 218. 

308 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 185. 

309 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 255, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 187. 

310 
Uzun9ar~I11, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 226. 

311 Uzun9ar~lb, Osmanh Devletinin Saray Te~kilatI, (istanbul, 1945), pp. 439-444. 

312 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 255; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 187. 
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abolished. An imperial decree containing information about their abolition was 

prepared and sent to all provincial authorities313, and following that a new, trained 

cavalry was gradually built Up314. 

All the journals and daybooks of the cavalry like the lanissaries -as we 

mentioned in the first chapter, were gathered and transferred to the stokehole of the 

Ayasofya bath by charged men in order to be burned there. Thus all records of the 

cavalry were destroyed as we1l31S . 

Another concern of the government was the troop of the armourers. 

According to both Esad and Cevdet, the armourers had participated in all previous 

rebellions of both the J anissaries and cavalry. Also their pay tickets, like those of the 

313 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 249-250; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 185-186. 

314 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 255, He only gives a single clause to this new organization .... ve asakir-i 

mansureye suvari askeri ilave olunarak terakki bulmu~ ... 

315 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 25937, 26 Safer 1242128 September 1826 .... ocag-l umur ve sair maan mahv 

ve ilga 01unan cebehane ve sipah ve silahdar ve bOliikat-l erbaa ocaldanmn yevmiyelerine dair olan 

defatir ve evrakm ci.imlesi ve canib-i miriden mubayaa olunan yevmiyelerin senedatl defterhane-i 

amire ittisalinde kain aklamlll battallan vaz'llla muhasses olan mahzene vaz' olunup el yevm-i 

derun mahzende mevcut oldugu malikane halifesi ve ba~ muhasebe ve mevkufat kisedarlanndan 

tahkik olunm~ ve mUlga yenic;eri yevmiyelerine miiteallIk olup ~akirdler halifesi yedillde olan 

defterlerdell ba~ka yenie;eri katib efendilerin konaklannda mahfuz olan defatir ve evrak dahi ocaglll 

mahv ve ilgasl esnasmda Hacl Saib Efendi bendeleri marifetiyle cumlesi ihrak edilmi~ oldugu 

haber veri1mi~ olmakla mahzen-i mezh..--urda mahfuz olan defatir ve evrak-l saire bi-liizum olduguna 

binaen taraf-l e;akeriden adem tayiniyle hie; birisi terk olunmayarak Ayasofya hamanunlll kiilhamna 

ilka He ihrak olunarak ciimlesinin itlaf ettirilmesi muvaflk emr-i samileri ise. 
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Janissaries had become a speculative commodity that was traded largely by 

civilians316
. In the last rebellion of the Janissaries their commander Mehmet Aga did 

not join his troops so as to support the Sultan. As we said earlier he preferred to give 

help to the rebels for seizing the kettles of his own 5th company and he stayed 

hidden in his home317
. 

Despite disloyalty of their commander in the last rebellion the armourers in 

general had remained loyal. Because of that reason it was decided not to abolish 

them entirely but to reorganise in a new way. Their name was changed from 

armourers (cebecis) to armory-men (cebehaneci)318. Those who supported the 

Janissaries were punished while others were rewarded319 

The government decided that the palace gardeners named bostanclS were in 

the necessity of a re-organisation. Apart from palace service, the gardeners had also 

the duty of transporting supplies of firewood from izmit to the palace with boats. 

Their leaders, the bostanclba§l was also charged with keeping order of istanbul and 

. h f h 1 . 320 was III c arge 0 tepa ace pnson . 

316 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 250-251; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 186. 

317 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 119-120; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 185. 

318 •• 
Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 253. 

319 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 251; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. xn, p. 186.' 

320 Uzun9ar~lh, Osmanh Devletinin Saray Te~kilatI, pp. 465-487. 
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By June 26, 1826, the gardeners corps had been reinforced by at least 300 

men and were ba-ng moved to the new barracks built at Davud Pa~a321. Then a more 

formal reorganisation was set up and those corps became a special branch of the new 

army. A commander was appointed and this officer ranked just below the chief of 

the bombardiers and above the chief of the service of palace's kitchen in the new 

military hierarchy322. They had three main Corp centres located in Gelibolu, Edirne 

and istanbul and the two of them Edirne and Gelibolu were abolished323. 

Neither Esad nor Cevdet make reference about what happened to the 

bombardiers and sappers. Since both the bombardiers and sappers had remained 

loyal, they were not abolished but organised in a new way. According to the Journai 

des D6bats, there is only one change in their uniform and that was a single white 

vertical band to their long black cylindrical bonnets. Thanks to their loyalty, the 

coffee-houses in their quarter were reopened very soon and were not closed when 

others were shut again324. 

Another loyal unit to the Sultan was the artillery. As mentioned earlier, their 

leaders Kara Cehennem ibrahim and Numan Aga, showed a great courage during the 

attack on the Et Meydam. It will also be remembered that, those troops had taken the 

321 Journal des'Debats, 28 July 1826, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 306. 

322 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 254; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 187. 

323 Uzun9ar~lh, Osmanh Devletinin Saray Te~kilatl, pp. 465-487. 

324 Journal des Debats, 11 September 1826, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 314. 



1"") -'-

main responsibility for the securing of istanbul and of Bosphorus Castles. On 26th 

June 1826, it was declared that, for the adaptation of the new system, their ranks, 

uniforms and titles were to be changed325
. 

The corps of the tent-men called r;adlr-l Mehler were also in the necessity of 

a reorganisation326
. The diseased and over-aged members of that unit were pensioned 

off. It was also decided to charge a senior member of the bureaucracy as the 

inspector of tents and this officer ranked between the commander of the gardeners 

and the chief bombardier. The soldiers of that body were also put in order like that 

of the Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye327 . The title of superintendent of the tent-

men was turned to divisional company commander (kol bblUkba~lsl)328. 

Thus it is seen how quickly the replacement of the Janissaries with another 

loyal military formation was achieved. With a precipitate speed, only two days after 

the destruction of the Janissaries, the first regiment was organised. Aga Huseyin 

325 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 255; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 173. 

326 These tent-men should be distinguished fonn two other groups that share the name "Mehler" as 

well. The first group was a company of 40 mehters who were working as servants in the 

household of the Grand Vizier. Another company was separated as two sections; the first was the 

company of 30-40 men who were special ceremonial standard bearers who marched in the 

processions of the promotion of a Pa~a to the rank of Vizier. The second group was containing 

six companies, each comprising 62-63 men who were special military musicians. Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud n in June 1826, p. 314, for further infonnation 

see; Uzun9ar~11I, Kapukulu Ocaklan 1, pp. 392, 403, Uzun9ar~tll, Osmanh Devletinin Saray 

Te~kilatI, pp. 450-4~4. 

327 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 252-253; Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 187. 

328 ". Esad, USS-l Zafer, p. 253. 
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Pa~a, his assistants and the Sultan himself showed great personal attention to detail 

and planning of these troops329. After the formation of the first unit of the 'Asakir-i 

Mansure-i Muhammediye' it was the time to reward the loyal supporters and to 

punish the Janissary rebels. The auxiliary corps that supported the Janissaries were 

abolished as well, while others were reorganised in a new way. Thus one would not 

be wrong to suppose that such an achievement should be based on at least a certain 

degree of extended previous planing. 

329 A report from Journal des Debats, on 15 July mentions that the recruitment of the new troops was 

being immediately c~rried out, the groups of them were continuing in exercising in numerous 

squares in istanbul, and their instruction was being made by some officers who yet arrived from 

Egypt. The Sultan also constantly appears in person at tllese drills and encourages the troops 

both by his presence and his gifts. Journal des Debats, 15 July 1826, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 290. 
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5. THE PROHIBITION OF THE BEKTAS] ORDER 

.. Bu tarik-i Bektafjiyenin hal ve keyjiyetleri 

bu dereceye gelmifjken maazallahu teala halleri 

iizre blrakzlup tathirine bakllmasa giin be giin 

90galarak ekser naSI husn-i itikatten dalalete 

dUfjurmeye sebeb olacaklarz zahir ve afjikar olmagla 

bu makule guruh-I millahidenin fark ve temyizi 

derece-i vtlcube gelmifjtir. 

BA, H.H. 17351. 

5.1. BEKTASI-JANISSARY RELATIONSHIP 

After the abolition of the Janissary army and the quick recruitment of the 

new troops, it was the time for a far more difficult task: To eradicate the 

psychological strength of the Janissaries that was especially embodied in the 

Bekta§i Order. Since over the centuries the Janissaries had been identified with the 

Bekta§i Order of the dervi§es it became equally vital for the Sultan to destroy them, 

who were known as one of the oldest and most powerful of the Janissary allies. 

According to annual registers there were approximately 7.370.000 Bekta§is all over 

the Ottoman Empire just before the destruction of the Janissaries. Seven million of 

them were scattered in Anatolia, a hundred thousand in Albania and the rest were 

through Iraq, Crete, Macedonia and the Balkans. The number of Bekta~'is in 
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. 3W' 
Istanbul was about 120.000 . Although these figures represent a rough estimation, 

the number is high enough to explain the Sultan's stroke against the Bekta§is who 

were strong relations with the Janissaries. 

In any attempt to understand the relationship between the Janissaries and the 

Bekta§i Order, one confronts the problem of why and in what circumstances this 

relationship was set up. There are some traditional stories, which assert the early 

relation of the Janissaries to the mystic religious order of the Bekta:jis, and the most 

famous one claims that it originates from the direct support of Hadji Bekta§i VeE to 

the Janissaries and his prayer for them. However this is proven not to be the case 

since recent studies have asserted that personal contact between Hacl Bekta§ and 

the Janissaries was impossible because of his early death before the formation of 

the Janissaries331 . Among the early historians who refer to Hacl Bekta:j and his 

followers, A~lkpa~azade explains that Haci Bekta:j had no personal ties with the 

family of Osman. He denies the idea that the Janissaries took their headgear from 

the Bekta§is, by asserting that one of the disciples of Bekta:jis, Abdal Musa, in the 

reign of Orhan, participated in a war with Janissary soldiers and seeing their 

headgear he also received a hat from a Janissary332. 

Another fifteenth century historian, Uruc Bey also talks about the formation 

of the Janissaries and their connection with Hacl Bekta:j. According to Uruc Bey, 

330 John Kingsley Birge, The Bektashi Order of Dervishes, (London:Luzac & Co., 1965), p. 15. 

331 Uzunyar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 149. 

332 A~lkpa~aogIu, Tevarih-i AI-i Osman, ordered by N. AtSlZ <;itfyioglu, (istanbul: Tiirkiye 

Yaymevi, 1947), pp. 206-207. 
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the brother of Orhan, Ali Pa~a, gave up his political claims and became a dervi~. 

Uruc Bey claims that Ali Pa~a proposed Orhan Bey to dress his soldiers in white 

and red headpieces according to their direct or indirect connection with the ruler. 

Uruc Bey cites that by accepting this, Orhan Bey sent a messenger to Hacl Be"'7a~ 

in Amasya for permission to wear the new headgear333
. However since HacI Bekta~ 

died in the second half of the thirteenth century, the expression ofUruc Bey cannot 

be accepted as true. According to these accounts, one cannot clearly claims that 

whether the headgears of Bekta!jis were taken and used by the soldiers of Orhan 

Bey or the Bekta~is later used what soldiers wore. This confusing situation also 

indicates that a shared past between the history of the Bekta!ji Order and the 

military order of Janissaries existed in the minds of both groups. 

Esad Efendi makes a clear distinction between the ideas of HacI Bekta!j-i 

Veli and his followers' ones. He states that Hadji Bekta!ji Veli was one of the great 

!jeyhs in the time of Orhan (I stated before that this was not possible) and since he 

was the student of one of the Nak!jibendi !jeyhs named Ahmed el-Besevi, in a way 

he connected with the Nak!jibendi doctrines334 
.. He then recites from Ahmed 

Ta~kbpriizade's book "Sahib-i $akdYlk ve Sahib-i Ezyalu'd-Dakayzk" that the recent 

claims of the Bekta~is about the teachings of Hacz Bekta!j were far from his real 

ideas. He also recites from the writer of "Kunhu'l-Ahbar" named Ali that what 

heretical beliefs shaped the Bekta!jis' doctrine and how their organisation was 

333 Birge, The Bektashi Order of Dervishes, pp. 46-47. 

334 Esad, Uss-i Zafcr, p. 199. 
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recently built335
. Esad accuses Bekta$is of being immoral and making shameful 

acts. He says that even in the reign of SUleyman the Magnificent, one of the 

Bekta$is named Kalender had assembled a group of about thirty thousand people 

and rebelled against the Sultan336
. He wishes to justify the prohibition of the 

Bekta$i Order due to their heretic beliefs rather than their close connection with the 

Janissaries and in order to represent the Bekta$is as a recent innovation, he cites 

these from comparatively early, sixteenth century sources. According to these 

sources Hacl Bekta~ himself did not bless the Janissaries, but their citations about 

the close ties between the Janissaries and the Bekta$is that existed in the sixteenth 

century confirms the antiquity of this association337
. 

Esad mentions that an official representative of Hacz Bekta$ called vekil was 

staying in the barracks of the ninety forth Orta. Furthermore, when the baba, who 

was living in the residence situated within the Hacl Bektais shrine, dead, the new 

head of the Bekta$i Order appointed to his post had to come to istanbul where after 

a ritual procession, his tac was being put on by the Aga or commander in chief of 

the lanissaries and then he was being dressed a ferace by the Grand Vizier. 

Throughout his journey in istanbul, the lanissaries would treat with the most 

obsequious respect to the vekil338
. That was a remarkable point in asserting the 

Bekta$i-Janissary ties. 

335 Ibid, p. 200. 

336 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 202, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 180-181. 

337 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 322. 

338 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 203-204, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 180. 
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Cevad mentions that when a newcomer from province arrived to istanbul his 

Janissary fellow countrymen took him to enrol in the Janissary messes. He recites a 

certificate given to one of these newcomers.' That certificate shows how the 

Janissaries were completely identified with the Bekta§is339
: 

Weare the believers since the beginning of the world. Since that 

time we have recognised the unity of Allah. We will sacrifice our heads for 

this belief. Our prophet is Muhammad. We have been the intoxicated ones 

from all eternity. We are butterflies in the divine light. We are in this world a 

legion forever in ecstasy before the grandeur of Allah. We are so numerous 

that we cannot be counted on the fingers. Our spring is inexhaustible. The 

profane ones can never know our state. We have said, "yes" to the twelve 

Imams and the twelve Orders. The Three. the Seven, the Forty, the life of the 

Prophet, the Virtue of Ali, we recognise them. Our patron is the Sultan Saint 

Hacl Bekta§. In 1234, by permission of the Agha of the Soupmaker sergeant 

and the mess sergeant and all the elders, in accordance with the good law of 

gazi Siileyman the Lawmaker, whose residence is in Paradise, the named 

Mehmed Ataullah efendi, son of Abdurrahman bey, has expressed the desire 

and requested permission to become our companion. To this effect, his name 

has been inscribed on the register of Kuls (slaves) and he has placed his 

greatcoat upon our divan. In virtue of which we have delivered this 

certificate to him. Let this certificate be exhibited in case of necessity. 

Signed Seyyid Hiiseyin Usta 

339 Cevad, Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, p. 53, Reed, The Destruction of the Janissarics by Mahmud 

II in June 1826, p. 323;and Birge The Bektashi Order of Dervishes, p. 74-75. 
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This Bekta$i-Janissary relationship actively persevered until the abolition of 

the Janissary army and yet was not only restricted to the formal attachment, but the 

theological and mystical ideas of Bekta$iism penetrated into the structures and· 

ceremonies of the Janissary Order. Thus it is not a bewildered situation to call the 

Janissary corps as Ocag-z Bekta$iyan. They were also known as Taife-i Bekta$iye, 

Giiruh-i BeA1:a$iye, Ziimre-i Bekta$iyan while their hierarchical chain was being 

named Silsile-i Tarik-i Bekta$iyan. Their chiefs were also stated as Sanadid-i 

Bekta$iyan or Rical-l Dudman-l Bekta$iye340 

Count Marsigli as well, who participated in the siege of Vienna in 1682 with 

the Ottoman army as a prisoner mentioned that the Aga of Janissaries used to rise 

up in the Divan at the mention of Hacl Bekta$'s name341
. 

Mehmed Esad, who naturally opposed to Bekta$is, represents them as the 

reason and source of all depraved acts of the Janissaries. To him, they penetrated 

the Janissary army and seduced them. He exemplifies those claims with narrations: 

During the campaign in 1102/1690-1691 a Bekta$i penetrated the army and 

provoked the soldiers to leave the army by saying that martyrdom is nothing but a 

deceit used by the Sultan in order to assure his selfish enjoyment. According to 

Esad the provocation accomplished its target and many Janissaries deserted342
. 

340 Uzun9ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 150. 

341 Birge, The Bektashi Order of Dervishes, p. 74. 

342 Esad, U ss-i Zafer, p. 204. 
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Esad adds that when Yasincizade Efendi has been charged as an ambassador 

in Persia in 122611811, a Bekta~i named Haydar Baba came to see him. He proudly 

talked about his intimate relations with the lanissaries and claimed to have been 

one of the leader and adviser of them. He said that even during the deposition of 

Selim III and Alemdar Mustafa Pa~a, he became the forerunner of the Janissaries. 

When Yasincizade became Mufti and turned to istanbul in 123611822, he told the 

story to Salih Pa~a and other officials in order to warn them of the danger. After an 

inquiry, he was informed that, that Bekta!ji also turned to istanbul and was 

continuing to his incitement among the Janissaries. Although Haydar Baba was 

never going to the bazaars without three to five sergeants whom he trusted, finally 

caught by the Aga of Janissaries and exiled to Persia. Esad claims that he was sick 

when he was caught and because of that sickness he died on the way, in Bolu. 

When the Janissaries heard that Haydar Baba was exiled, they run to the residence 

of the Aga of Janissaries in order to learn about his situation. They were stopped 

with a jetva ordering the exile of Haydar Baba343
. Reed adds that nevertheless, the 

Janissaries forced the government to satisfy their needs about the deposition of 

many officials344
. 

343 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 204-205. Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 54-55. Cevdet says that after 

that/etva. the Janissaries were not appeased, whereas they started to show disobedience. Even,. after 

the Greek interregnum when the miitevellis and masters of the each orla ritually started to participate 

in assemblies of the A1ecalis-i MeJVeret, as a reaction to the exile of Haydar Baba, then,. they rejected 

to participate in those assemblies. 

344 Reed, The Destructi~n of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 325. According to Reed, 

this exile occurred on 28 February, 1822, and was probably the fmal step that forced the Janissaries 

to violate their policy and brought about the dismissal of Halet Efendi and change of ministry in 

November, 1822. 
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A friend of Esad Efendi named ASlm Efendi, who was a scribe told him that 

in the day of the rebellion he and several friends of him were in the way to go to 

Gbksu promenade. As being distant from the city, they heard no news about the 

Janissary insurrection. When they reached Anadolu Hisar, they heard the first 

vague rumours about the rebellion. In a while a boat approached and a Bekta$i 

landed. He turned to them and said that the brave comrades rebelled and 

exterminated the government officials. He warned them to return to their homes 

and added that he passed to Anatolia in order to inform and warn the soldiers of the' 

Bophorus' Castles345
. Esad mentions that example like others in order to show 

Bekta~i Janissary relations and names the two groups as comrades; while the 

former was leading astray, the later was perverse346
. 

5.2. THE PROHIBITION OF THE BEKTAS! ORDER 

Those kind of Bekta$i activities on behalf of the Janissary outbreak and the 

extensive and close identity of interests between the two groups made it inevitable 

for the government that, after the destruction of the Janissary army it was the time 

for the Bekta~is. Both Esad and according to his citations Cevdet mention that the 

Bekta~is sank into ignorance and superstition and they debauched the Janissaries. 

345 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 205-206. Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 155. 

346 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 206. 
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Thus, according to authorities, since they were "the leavens of the depravity among 

the Janissaries", the Bekta~is had also be stopped347
. Conversation traffic started 

between the leading ulema, the leaders of other religious orders and high officials 

about that close league between the Bekta~is and Janissaries. Sultan Mahmud then 

summoned a formal council in order to discuss the future position of the Bekta~i 

Order. Under the leadership of the Grand Vizier a commission of Seyhs was held 

on Zilhicce 2nd 1241/July 8th 1826 in the Palace Mosque. The board was including 

the Seyhulislam in charge at that time and the preceding ones, the Nak~jbendi 

dervi~es namely Hafiz Efendi who was the keeper of the Yahya Efendi Tekkesi and 

Balmumcu Mustafa Efendi who was responsible for the dervi~ lodge in idris Kiosk, 

Mevlevi dervi§es namely Kudretullah Dede who was the $eyh of Galata and 

Abdulkadir Efendi fromBe~ikta~ and Ali Efendi from Kaslmpa~a, and Halveti 

dervi~es namely Zakirba~l Sikarizade $eyh Ahmed Efendi, and $eyh Ahmed Efendi 

who was responsible for the lodge of Merkez Efendi, Nasuhizade $eyh Semsettin 

Efendi from Uskudar and Celveti dervi~es namely Sehap Efendizade Seyyid Efendi, 

Bandlrmahzade Galib Efendi and Seyh Emin Efendi who was a Sa'diyye dervil48. 

Mahmud II was listening to the discussion behind the cage part of the Palace 

Mosque. Therefore the leaders of the Mevlevi, Nak~ibendi, Halveti, Sa'di, and 

Kadiri Orders as well as the more orthodox ulema of the capital proceeded 

immediately to air their ideas about the heretical teachings of the Bekta~is. Thus the 

first step was taken by the three-partite coalition against the Bekta~i Order. 

347 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 205-206, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet VoL XII, p. 181. 

348 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 207-208, Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. ·181. 
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In the beginning of the meeting, $eyhulislam made a distinction between the 

spiritual leaders of the Bekta$i Order and the popularised form of it. When he cited 

the former with .great respect, on the other hand, he condemned the followers of the 

popularised form for being ignorant of the true pillars of the religion and even 

accused them of being infidel. It was remarkably interesting that the same 

reasoning that had previously applied to the Janissaries was also applied to the 

Bekta$is. He then asked the attending leaders to voice their opinion about the topic. 

The majority of the $eyhs pretended to have no information about the 

attitude and conduct of the Bekta$is. Some of the ulema said that although the 

Bekta$is in general were ignorant of the true pillars of the religion, this was not 

enough to punish them as a whole, rather they should be personally interrogated. 

Those ulema then asked the opinion of others. Some members of the commission 

dropped the names of those Bekta$i leaders; namely KIllc! Baba, istanbul 

Agaslzade Ahmed, and Salih Efendi, and soundly argued that those mentioned were 

supposed to be executed since they consciously left the essential pillars such as 

fasting and prayer. However, $eyhulislam Yasincizade put the last point on 

discussion by stating that it was lawful and permissible politically to accept 

Bekta$is as a whole and to make their interrogation and punishment according to a 

general decision rather than to apply one by one. It was decided that the leaders of 

the Bekta~<;i Order should be put to death and others sent to exile349
. Just the next 

349 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 182. 
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day a document that contains the application of the punishments of these Bekta§is 

was provided and sent to the charged people350
. 

Bekta§is who were put in jail saved their life by rejecting that they were the 

followers of Bekta§iism. They chose the way of takiyye or dissimulation and said 

that they were followers of orthodox sunni Islam. But as we cited, the leaders 

whom people had a consensus about their Bekta§i origin could not escape from 

death or exile351
. 

The campaign against the Bekta§is served those who had resentment against 

their rivals as a tool to exploit. Accusation went so far that even Melekpa$azade 

Abdulkadir Bey who had been the fieriest opponent of the Bekta§i Order in the 

commission was accused. One of the famous victims of this injustice was Sanizade 

Mehmed Ataullah Efendi, who was formal historiographer before Esad Efendi, and 

was the son of former chief physician. As being a skilful physician he was accepted as 

potential claimant by the chief physician of the Sultan, named Behcet Efendi. 

According to Cevdet, Behcet Efendi feared the ability of his rival and accused him of 

being a Bekta§i in order to stop him. ismail Ferruh Efendi was also accused of Bekta§i 

affiliation. Cevdet cites that Abdulkadir Bey was exiled to Manisa, Sanizade to 

Menemen, and Ferruh Efendi to Bursa whereas they were innocent of the charge of 

being Bekta§p52. Sanizade died there in the following year after his pardon was sent off 

350 EA, H.H. 17351, 124111826: 

351 Ibid. 

352 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 183. It is seen that Esad who reported every detail about the 

abolition of the Janissaries, and also the prohibition of the Bekicqi order, had become deaf in hearing 

those type of denunciations. It was possibly because he did not want to represent this type of 

injustice. 
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from istanbul, but as he died before, he did not hear. Thus this policy was turned into a 

kind of 'witch hunting' that caused many innocent people to suffer. 

Cevdet mentions that these people Melekpa~azade Abdulkadir Bey, ismail 

Ferruh Efendi, and Sanizade Mehmed Ataullah Efendi together with some others 

formed a "scientific society" named Be~ikta~ Cemiyet-i jZmiyesi in which all 

attendants were educated persons. The leader of the group was ismail F erruh 

Efendi and the group was generally to be gathered in the residence of him in 

Ortakoy in order to discuss philosophy, literature etc. It is understood from the 

citations of Cevdet that this organisation was a well-established one since even 

after the members of it had left istanbul, they were continuing to send money of 

their subscriptions353. Cevdet says that they were far from Bekta~i affiliation and he 

explains their exiles only with resentment of some people. But is possible that some 

authorities might not want this kind organisation where any thought or movement 

that would threaten their power in the future, might shape. Manneh also comments 

their exiles as "the suppression of a trend of thought which perhaps a non-

conformist one,,354. 

As we mentioned earlier, Heyd argues that one of the reasons for the uZema 

support of the reform policy was their hatred to the Janissaries and their associates. 

353 Cevdet, Tarlh-i Cevdet Vol :xu, pp. 183-184. He says that, . .Ye bunlar ekseriya Ferruh Efendinin 

Ortakoy'de vaki sahilhanesinde ictima ederlerrni~ ve cemiyetin masarifi arifane usulunde tesviye olunup 

hatta aza-yI cemiyetten birisi bir memuriyetie ta¥a gitse yine hususuna aid olan parayI gondcrirmi~. 

354 Butrus Abu-Manneh, "The Naqshbandiyya-Mujaddidiyya in the Ottoman Lands in the Early 19th 

Century", The World of Islam, International Journal For the Historical Development of 

Contemporary Islam, Vol. XXII, (1982), p. 30. 
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He calls the Bekta$i Order as "proletarian, unintellectual, or even anti-intellectual 

order in which uneducated men could rise to the highest ranks,,355. Although all 

these claims must require a certain documental base, and without supporting these 

arguments with the documents, they will be not named as historical reality, it is 

true that the leading ulema strongly criticised the unorthodox behaviour of the 

Bekta$is. They accused them of drinking wine even in the Ramazan, neglecting 

public prayers, rejecting the first three Caliphs etc356
. It is possible that there was 

an enmity between the Bekta$i dervi$s and the sunni ortodox ulema and they 

criticised each other. Levy talks about the Bekta$i opposition on the ulema leaders 

and says that "the Bekta$is were especially repugnant to the ulema leaders, both 

because they had put themselves outside the regular judicial system and because 

they were openly scornful of the ulema's scholarly pretensions,,357 On the other 

hand, Abu Manneh explains the attitude of the ulema with the Naksibendi-

Miiceddidi influence upon them. He says, "if the ulema supported the measures of 

reform of Sultan Mahmud II, it was because by this time and among other thing~. 

they were motivated by orthodox sunni ideals propagated by the sufi movement,,358. 

He also argues that the expansion of orthodox ideals of the Halidi and Miiceddidi 

branch among the high officials had affected their attitude towards the reform and 

the prohibition of the Bekta$i order was made within this context359. It was possible 

355 Heyd, "The Ottoman Ulema and Westemization", p. 80. 

356 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, pp. 202-202, ff. 

357 Levy, "The Ottoman Ulema and Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud II", p. 23. 

358 Abu-Manneh, "The Naqshbandiyya-Mujaddidiyya in the Ottoman Lands in the Early 19th 

Century", pp. 26-27. 

359 Ibid., p. 26, ff. 
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that there· existed a tendency to the ortodox sunni branch of Islam among the 

leading officials, and this could be one of numerous causes of the abolition of the 

Janissary army and the prohibition of the Bekta$i Order, but to explain those events 

only by that reason could not seem reliable. 

After Bekta$is in istanbul had been arrested on Zilhicce 4th 1241/July 10th 

1826, a second council was held on Zilhicce 26th 12411 August 1 st 1826. In that 

council it was decided to expropriate all Bekta$i properties in the provinces as well. 

Following that, officers were sent to Anatolia and Rumeli in order to execute the 

decree. The Minister of Tophane-i Amire, Hac! Ali Bey who was also the former 

mirahor was appointed for the application of that decree in Rumeli and a few 

officers, Pirlepeli Ahmed Efendi who was from ulema class and a writer were 

attached to the suit of him. For Anatolia, former Cebeciba~l Ali Aga was chosen for 

the same duty and Cerke~li Mehmed Efendi and a writer were sent with him36o
. 

Ali Bey whose name is conspicuous in the selected documents of Prime 

Ministry archives was secretly charged at the beginning361. It could be a preventive 

measure against the Bekta$is who would escape while hearing that an officer was 

appointed in order to arrest them. However the news of operation about the Bekta$i 

Order were to spread at top speed all over the country since they were gossiped 

everywhere. Thus the secrecy of Ali Bey's mission had lost its sense and the 

government ceased to hide this reality and declared it in its decrees362
. Although the 

360 BA, H.H. 17411, and Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p.212-213. 

361 BA, H.H. 17406. 

362 Ibid. 
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government gave Ali Bey another duty about groves363
, it then cancelled this 

mission by believing that his duty about the Bekta$is was more urgent. 

It seems that Ali Bey had prepared four account books while he was in 

Dimetoka and its surroundings364 but it is not known how many account books 

were prepared by Ali Bey for all of his work in Rumeli. During his mission, after 

registering all money and belongings of the Bekta$i Tekkes, Ali Bey sent these 

documents to istanbul and sold the goods which were allowed to be sold by 

auction. The money formerly was sent to the Mukataat Treasury in order to cover 

the eX:penses of Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye365 and after the formation of the 

army's own treasury, the money was transferred to this new Mansure Treasury. 

5.3. THE PERSECUTION OF THE BEKTASIS 

In the Comission of $eyhs, the most severe decision was taken about the 

Bekta$i leaders; KmCl Baba, istanbul Agaslzade Ahmed and Salih Efendi. 

According to this decision, they were accused of not carrying out the essential 

pillars of Islam, such as fasting and prayer and, of making a presumptuously 

363 BA, H.H. 17438. C. 

364 Santi1 Mutiu, Yeni~eri Ocagmm Kaldmh~l ve II. Mabmud'un Edirne Seyabati: Mebmed 

Dani~ Bey ve Eserieri, (istanbul: Edebiyat Fakiiltesi Baslmevi, 1994), p. 5. 

365 BA, MMD. 9772, p. 35, h.2. It says that...sair tekyeler derunlannda zuhur idup mukaddem 

defteri takdim la.hnan emval ve e~yamn degerleri misullti mtizayede-i furulltuyla hasil olan 

esmamn Mukataat Hazinesine irsali ... 
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criticising about the first four Caliphs. Their executions were religiously accepted 

as "deserving death" and inevitable since they were leading astray the population 

with their heretical believes366
. The belief of population was harmed about the 

. Bekta§i Order. It is possible that by awakening a general enmity in the minds of 

people, the government could plan to explain these executions with religious 

concepts like the executions of the Janissaries. It was also decided to execute 

publicly KmCl Baba in Uskudar, by annuling his Kadz duty istanbul Agaslzade 

Ahmed in Tophane and by cancelling his hoca duty Salih Efendi in front of Bab-z 

Humayun. Thus, by carrying out these executions publicly, it was planned to create 

a dreadful image in minds.· The execution of another person, Balcl Y oku~luzade 

Ra~id was postponed by claiming that he had no ability of distinguishing the true 

from false367
. But we do not have real information about whether Balel 

Y oku~luzade Ra~id was not really in possession of his judgement or were there any 

other reasons such as a powerful relative who could change the conclusion. It is 

seen that for the lanissaries such kind of protectors who would request forgiveness 

of the guilty sometimes became successful in postponing the punishment of their 

I . 368 re abve . 

In this research I came across the mention of five Bekta$i execution m 

which the two were postponed. The fifth person was outside istanbul, from 

Manashr, naJIled Esad. A book was found on him in a search. It was confirmed that 

366 Uzun9ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklart I, p. 566. 

367 BA, H.H. 17351, 124111826. 

368 see BA, H.H. 24283, BA, H.H. 24728. 
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in this book some words were added to the verses of the Kur'an. Thus Esad was 

arrested together with his slave and sent to istanbul. In his interrogation period 

Esad claimed that he was an' ignorant person and unaware of the content of the 

book. He was not believed and his execution was ordered. Yet, thanks to a letter 

belonging to Mahmud Bey who was the brother of private secretary of Orner Pa~a -

the governor of Salonika, his execution was postponed and he was sent into 

exile369
. 

It is very interesting that with a close observation in archival documents, I 

cited only three Bekta§i executions. This number was very few in comparison with 

the execution of the Janissaries, even if we accept that some decrees could be 

overlooked. This could be because a lot of people were executed also as being a 

Janissary or supporting Janissaries. Thus, the government could prefer to accuse 

people of being or supporting Janissaries, since as was claimed, the Janissaries 

revolted against the Sultan, to explain the executions of Bekta§is could be more 

difficult than to explain the executions of the Janissaries. 

Another decision of the Commission of $eyhs was about the exile of the 

Bekta§is. The Bekta§i $eyhs in istanbul were cross-examined and after their 

interrogation period, it was thought that they were employing the device of taki)ye 

or dissimulation, and apart from one of them, who was put to death, all were exiled 

to Anatolian cities especially to those where the orthodox ulema had a great 

369 BA, H.H. 17438, BA, H.H. 17438. C. 



151 

influence on people370
. Birgi, Tire, Guzelhisar in Aydm and Hadim, Kayseri, 

Amasya, had become the main destinations for the exiles. Thus, all attendants of 

the Bekta§i Tekkes were exiled to such centres where sunni ulema had a competent 

authority37!. Within this, the government was supposedly aiming at humiliating 

Bekta§is by leaving them alone in sunni community and at changing their beliefs by 

cleansing their mind. Another reason of surrounding the Bekta§is with such kind of 

communities was to prevent the spreading of the their beliefs and reactions to other 

reglOns. 

Thus~ ibrahim Baba who was the Vekil of HaCl Bekta§ and the Seyh of 

Karaagac; Tekke with his eight dervi§es were exiled to Birgi, Seyh Mahmud Baba 

who was the Seyh of Sehitlik Tekke at Rumeli Hisan with seven of his dervi§es to 

Kayseri, Ahmed Baba of Okuz Limam and his two dervi§es to Hadim, Huseyin 

Baba who was the Seyh of Kazhc;e~me Tekke at Yedikule with two of his dervi!jes 

to Hadim, Mustafa Baba who was the Seyh of Sutliice Bademli Tekke to Birgi, 

another Mustafa Baba who was the Seyh of Karyagdl Baba Tekke at Eyiip with his 

three dervi§es to Birgi, Mehmed Baba who was the Seyh of Tahir Baba Tekke at 

Biiyiik Camhca to Tire, another Mehmed Baba who was the Seyh of Nerdibanhkoy 

Tekke with four of his dervi§es to Tire, Mustafa Baba who was the Seyh of 

Muruvvet Baba Tekke at Kaslmaga in Uskudar to Tire372
. Apart from these Seyhs, 

Yusuf Baba.who was staying as a guest in Karaagay Tekke was exiled to Amasya, 

370 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 21l. 

371 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 182. 

312 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 212. 
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Antepli Mustafa Baba who was staying III the same Tekke to _ Giizelhisar, and 

Mehmed Baba who was the brother of the executed KIllCl Baba to 

Tire373.Moreover, the Seyh of the central Tekke of the Bekta$i Order, Seyh 

Hamdullah Efendi in Hacl Bekta$ Tekke was exiled to Amasya. 374 Aziz who was 

the treasurer of Kapan, and Arif who was also the treasurer of Haremeyn were both 

exiled to Birge75 . 

The exile of the Bekta$is was taken seriously by Mahmud II, who warned 

the Grand Vizier by claiming that, the punishment of Bekta$is was proceeding 

slowly. Sending a decree to the Grand Vizier, he commanded to treat them more 

seriously and gave notice of the possible danger of mitigating the punishments of 

Bekta$is376
. Uzunvar~lh claims that, even the Grand Vizier was disturbed by these 

warnings since, he thought that the Seyhulislam was responsible for this situation as 

not being diligent against Bekta$is. In order to set in motion the $eyhulislam, the 

Grand Vizier proposed Sultan to send a direct decree to him377
. Thus, sending a 

decree to $eyhulislam, Mahmud II ordered him to work urgently in order to abolish 

the Bekta$iism entirely378. Lutfi comments that, slow motion of both the Grand 

Vizier and the Seyhulislam stemmed from their unwillingness to the punishments of 

373 Ibid. 

374 BA, H.H. 24588. D. 

375 BA, H.H. 17351, 124111826. 

376 Dolap 2, SandJk 61" H.H. 57, quoted in Uzun9ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 573. 

377 Uzun~r$lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 574. 

378 Dolap 2, Sandlk 61, H.H. 24, quoted in Uzun9ar$lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 574. A copy of that 

decree was in Ahmed Lutfi Efe-r.di, Tarih-i Lutfi, (istanbul, 1292 and 1328), Vol. I, p. 17 as well. 
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Bekta§is379
. But it seems to be untrue since both of them were actively participated 

in the decision period of the prohibition of the Bekta§i Order. This slowness could 

be because of the fear onhe possible reaction of all population. 

There were innumerable decrees about the exile of the Bekta~'isform 

istanbul and other provinces. Since, to cite all of them is not possible we selected 

some: Despite being jailed by the time of the Janissary abolition, fourteen Bekta§is 

were also interrogated and while seven of them were being released as being the 

orthodox followers of Sunni Islam, the others were sent to exile380. Seven or eight 

guest Bekta§is from Karacaahmet Tekke in Uskup were also banished and sent to 

other regions,381 and by being expelled the inhabitants of the Bekta.~i Tekke behind 

Kandiye Castle, their properties were confiscated382. Five or six Bekta§is in the 

Tekke near Klr9uva were exiled to other regions383 . The same procedure was 

applied to the Bekta§is ofResmo district in Girie84
. 

The exile of Bekta§i Seyhs and dervi§es even brought about senous and 

dramatic consequences for their families. The families suffered from poverty and 

were pushed to leave their homes. However although all property and real estate of 

the Tekkes were confiscated, the personal possessions of Seyhs were still passed to 

379 Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi I, pp. 169-17l. 

380 BA, H.H. 19426; BA, H.H. 19475. 

381 BA, Cevdet Askeriye, 9108. 

382 BA, H.H. 17345, 124111826. 

383 BA, Cevdet Askeriye, 8714, Muharrem 1242/August 1826. 

384 BA, MMD. 9731, p. 409. 
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their heirs. There were many examples of this application. After Oskudar 

Nerdibanhkoy Tekke's $eyh had been exiled, his house and garden were left out to 

his wife385
. The house of the banished $eyh of Okiiz Limam was not destroyed but 

instead was sold by an auction. Afterwards, the $eyh's wife applied to Kadl and 

gave a petition in order to get the house back. Since this $eyh had heirs, the 

government decided to annul this sale, and returned it to the woman386 

5.4. TEKKES AND Tl}RBES AFTER THE PROHffiITION OF THE 

BEKTASI ORDER 

According to the decision of the commission, Bekta:;i Tekkes were classified 

into two groups as ancient and recently built. Tekkes built earlier than sixty years 

were accepted as ancient and were not targeted; instead they were transformed into 

sunni and especially Nak§ibendi Order Tekkes387
. However others which were 

called recently built were razed to the ground. Thus the authority was planning to 

turn Bekta:;i doctrine into the sunni one by time. As Melikoff cites the authority 

385 BA, MMD. 9731, p. 407. 

386 BA, MMD. 9766, p. 393. It says that, .. teh..")'e-i mezkurun emlakl canib-i miriden zabt ile ba­

mtizayede talibine furuht o1unmak tizere mezad kaimesi veri1mi~ ve ~eyh-i mumaileyhin bir 

nefer valide ve bir nefer zevce ve bir nefer ziikur ve bir nefer inas ev1adlan oldugH;:iin sunuh 

eden irade-i ~ahaneye nazaran emlak-l merkumenin niyazlan ve emsali vechile emlak-l 

merkumenin mezad kaydl ref ve terkin olunarak kendiilere terk oldugunu mti~ir ilmiihaberi 

i'taSllli ... 

387 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 182. 
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became successful in reaching its goals in the long term. In asserting this she 

mentions a research made by Haluk Y. Sehsuvaroglu and published in Cumhuriyet 

newspaper388. In this research, Sehsuvaroglu examines the Tekkes of istanbul 

before the prohibition of them in 1925. The crucial point of this study is that all 

closed Tekkes such as; Sehitlik and Okiiz Limam in Rumelihisan, Karaagay, 

Yedikule, Siitliice, Eyiip, Uskiidar, Nerdibanhkoy and Camhca Tekkes were 

mentioned as Nak§ibendi Tekkes. Sehsuvaroglu recites sixty four Nak§ibendi 

Tekkes in istanbul before 1925, and as Melikoff mentions, among them, there were 

at least a dozen Tekkes belonged to the Bekta§i Order before the year 1826. 

Melikoff adds that there were other Bekta§i Tekkes as well, similarly transformed 

into Nak§ibendi ones, but not mentioned in Sehsuvaroglu's work. Thus the authority 

seems to have reached its goal in suppressing the Bekta§i Order, since one century 

later of the beginning of the prohibition policy, many formerly Bekta§i Tekkes did 

no longer exist. 

Cornell in his work "The Bekta§i Order in Bosnia " says that the effects of 

the Bekta§i Order in Bosnia can be understood within the lights of four factors. 

First of all, dogmatic side of the Christianity could not affect the Bosnian Church 

since, because of long drawn-out military occupations, there never formed a 

powerful Church organisation. Instead of that, religious identity and curiosity 

became less. important for the Bosnians. Secondly, the Bekta§i Order in Bosnia was 

formed efficaciously based on the Janissary existence in that region. Also 

388 Irene M6likoff, Uyur idik Uyardllar, translated by Turan Alptekin, (istanbul: Cern Yaymlan, 

seconded.,1991), pp. 227-228. 
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superficial similarities between the Christianity and the Bekta§i Order helped 

people to pass from one to the other. As a fourth he says that when these reasons 

united with the traditional characteristic of Bosnians of being more tolerant, the 

Bekta§i Order in Bosnia had found an environment that gave way it to become 

prevalent. Cornell says that on the light of these facts, there had to be a strong and 

powerful Bekta§i tradition in Bosnia but the situation is now vice versa. The 

Nak§ibendi branch of the sunni tradition had become a competent authority in the 

religious life of Bosnians after the abolition of the Janissary army389. This was 

possibly because the Bekta§i Order in Bosnia developed depended on the Janissary 

existence there. Since the Janissaries were strongly suppressed in Bosnia either by 

executions or exiles, the Bekta§i Order did not find a way to re-construct. Although 

the same strategy was applied in other provinces; due to the strong reaction in 

Bosnia, the government took more detrimental measures in order to stop the 

popUlation as well. 

The appointment of Nak§ibendi $eyhs to Bekta§i Tekkes was carried out. 

After the exile of the Bekta§i $eyh from the central T ekke of the Bekta§i Order in 

HaCl Bekta§ village, the Nak§ibendi $eyh Mehmed Said Efendi was appointed 

there, but there was a period of nine to ten years between the exile of old $eyh and 

the date of document in which there is an information about this appointmene9o. 

Another document about the appointment of Hacl Mehmed Said Efendi and his 

389 Erik Cornell, "Bosna Bekta~iligi Uzerine", Alevi Kimligi, ed. T. Olsson, E. ilidalga, C. 

Raudvere, (istanbul: Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yaymlan, 1999), pp. 17-18. 

390 BA, H.H.27271 and BA, H.H. 27362. 
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travel allowance also had the date Rebiulahir 25th 1250/ August 31 st 183439
\ 

marking a date eight years later from the prohibition. Thus there could be another 

$eyh before Mehmed Said Efendi was appointed but the idea that the government 

preferred to leave the Tekke without any $eyh for a certain period of time in order 

to calm down the situation and then appointed a Nak$ibendi $eyh seems more 

reasonable. There are other examples similar to this392
. 

The replacement of Nak$i $eyhs was carried out for other places such as; 

Huseyin Halife was charged at Ali Baba Tekke situated in Uzuncaabat-Haskby in 

. <;irmen393 and $eyh Davud Efendi was appointed to HaCl Baba Tekke situated in 

As we mentioned earlier, "recently" built Tekkes were decided to raze, but 

in spite of this decision, some Bekta$i Tekkes were not destroyed and with a new 

decree, it was approved of transferring these buildings to a mosque, small mosque, 

or medrese, or of using them as residence by Sunni $eyhs395. The decrees about this 

decision were prepared and sent to all governors of Rumeli and Anatolian 

391 BA, Cevdet Evkaf 10776. 

392 e.g. see BA, MMD. 9773, p.193 

393 BA, MMD. 9774, p.10l. 

394 BA, MMD. 9773, p.277. 

395 BA, H.H. 17386, BA, Cevdet Adliye, 1734. According to BA, H.H. 17386, .. Anadolu ve Rumeli 

taraflannda vaki Bekta~i Tekyeleriuin ~eyh ve dervi~lerinin talllcik-i ahval ve keyfiyetleri ve muhdes 

olan Bekta~i tekyelerinin hedmi babmda emr-i ali lSdan hususu mukaddema bi'l-miizakere hakipa-yi 

hfunayun-l ~al1al1elerinden istizan olunmu~ olup ancak 0 misillu muhdes Bekta~i tekyeleri hedm 

olunmaktan ise bulunduklan mahallerde }iizum ve iktizasma gore cami ve mescid ve medrese olmak 

veyahud sair tarik-i aliyye me~yjhinden miinasib ve miistehak olan zevat iskan olunmak iizere ... 
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prOVInces. According to a decree, since it was seen. that Christian beliefs were 

spreading among the inhabitants in the villages of Girit and their children were 

joining in Monastery rites because of the absence of mosques, in order to prevent 

the Christian effect, the Bektmji Tekke situated outside the Kandiye Castle was 

turned into a mosque396 
.. 

In Dimetoka-Cirmen, KIZII Deli Sultan Tekke which was one of the biggest 

Tekkes of the Bekta§i Order and, other Bekta$i Tekkes in that region had a lot of 

disciples. Since it was not feasible to exile all disciples, the government preferred 

to convert these heretic people into a "healthy belief', and thus, the Tekkes were 

transformed to mosques397
. 

Apart from using the Tekkes as such by the government -according to its 

needs, many of them were razed to the ground and the ruins of the collapsed Tekkes 

were used for the repair and restoration of mosques, mekteps, and medreses. The 

government generally did not make any expense in order to remove the ruins. The 

inhabitants and notables of the region were defraying the expenses. After the 

destruction of the Dervi$ Ali Tekke in Naslic-Belazim, the ruins were used for the 

repair of Huseyin Cavu~ mosque, and even the field and garden of this Tekke were 

given to the imam of the mosque398
. Likewise, the annual revenue of Kangal Baba 

.' 1 ft h f . h . 399 Zaviye III Ipsa a was Ie to t e servants 0 a mosque III t e same regIOn . 

396 BA, H.H. 17474.B. 

397 BA,H.H.17411. 

398 BA, MMD. 9772, p.108. 

399 BA, MMD. 9772, p.143. 
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Although most of the Bekta§i Tekkes were razed, Bekta§i masters were 

accepted as saintly persons, so their tombs continued to receive great respect and 

they were carefully protected. However it is a remarkable situation thatthe officers 

appointed for the protection of Bekta§i tombs were selected among sunnis who 

were at the same time acquainted with their devout sunni beliefs. There were many 

examples to this; the appointment of the new keeper to the tomb of Selahaddin 

Baba in Vidin Castle was approved and Hacl Mehmed, towards whom people of 

this region showed great respect was charged. Moreover, one part of income of 

seven shops in this Tekke was addressed to him40o. Likewise, R1{fai Seyh Huseyin 

bin Ahmed whom region's people hold in high esteem was appointed as the new 

keeper to the tomb of Bayezid Baba in Yenice-i Vardar401
. 

To sum up, Bekta§i Order had long been one of the oldest and most 

powerful groups of the Janissary allies, and in a way it served as its back garden. 

On the other hand, the close ties with the Janissary Order, which was one of the -if 

not the most- powerful influence centre of the classical Ottoman system afforded a 

distinguished position to the Bekta§is, as well. Hence, the prohibition of Bekta§iism 

parallel to the one of the Janissary Order is not surprising at all. During the 

emergence period of the Ottoman Empire, the relationship between the Janissaries 

and the Bekta§i Order was seen as a perfect tool, which was strengthening the 

solidarity and unity of the armed force, and providing an ideological base, a unified 

ethic code of acting, and afirm morality. At that time, the centralisation of both the 

400 BA, MMD. 9772, p.148. 

401 BA, MMD. 9772, p.144. 
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political power and the ulema was still far away. However, in the early nineteenth 

century, things had already been enormously changed: Centralised ulema and other 

religious groups which should have been anxious about the power of the Bekta$is 

through their influence on lanissaries seem to have voluntarily participated into the 

prohibition campaign side by side the government, that aimed to centralise all 

power under its control. Nevertheless, a suitable reason was found; the three­

cornered coalition suddenly remembered the heresy of Bekta$is and this un­

orthodox mystic Order come to an end. That was the beginning of a new period for 

the Bekta$i Order based on the idea of secrecy. 
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6. PROVINCIAL RESPONSES TO THE ABOLITION OF THE 

JANISSARIES 

Devlet-i aliyyeye ciimlemizi kolii anlatlrlar ve 

padi$ah-l alempenah e!endimiz dahi ciimlemizi 

kOtu belleyiip Bosna gibi memlekelim yoktur 

buyurur ise bir tarafimlz Nemgelii, bir tarafimlz 

Karadag ve bir tarafimlz Slrplzdur. 09 dii$man 

arasmda biz bu kadar r;oluk ve r;ocuk ve nisvan ve 

sibyan gavur e/inde kalzrzz bizim halimiz naszl 

olur ... 

BA, H.H. 22219. 

6.1. REPERCUSSIONS THROUGHOUT THE EMPIRE 

After the abolition of the Janissary army, the next step was to establish the 

security all over the country and to gather and even destroy all remnants of the 

Janissaries in order to make sure that the traces in minds about the Janissaries were 

to be speedily wiped out. The suppression of the Janissaries in the provinces was so 

important for the government since, Janissary garrisons were stationed in the main 

strongholds of the provinces. In the period when central authority became weaker, it 

was the Janissaries who took over the actual control of power especially in distant 

places of the empire such as North Africa, Baghdad and Belgrade. Also in the large 

cities they became the main determinant force, such as they occupied the forts, and 
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did not allow entering anybody, including the governors402 On the other hand, the 

government was now aiming at centralizing its power by establishing a strong 

control mechan'ism all over the empire. Thus the abolition of the Janissaries and the 

recruitment of the new army namely Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammmediye was as 

prominent in provinces as in istanbul. 

First, the decrees about the abolition of the Janissary army were prepared and 

sent to all provinces. Apart from warning the interested governors seriously, the 

Sultan took necessary measures to ensure that no Janissary routs could escape from 

Istanbul to the provinces by land or by sea. In addition, making sure that all quarters 

were guarded403
, a strict system of travel documents was instituted. All travellers, 

both Turkish and foreigner had to have these passports for their travels to or from 

Istanbul, or in the provinces, and during travels their passports were carefully 

.. 404 
checked at strategically located guard houses and coffee shops and in U skudar . 

The Janissaries who did not join the rebels were given these passports and 

were sent to their provinces. The decrees were sent to the provincial authorities 

informing that situation and warning that those Janissaries had to be controlled as to 

prevent their return to istanbul. Thus, the government cautiously followed them and 

402 inalclk, "The Nature of Traditional Society: Turkey", p. 46. 

403 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 93. 

404 Victor Fontanier, Voyages en Oricnt Entrepris par Ordrc du Gouvernement Fran~ais de 

l'annee 1821 it l'annee 1829 (I) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece, evenements 

Politiques de 1827 a 1928, (Paris, 1829), Vol. I, pp. 208-210, 311, 323-324, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 254. 
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quickly dispatched in order to prevent any agitation and disorder405 . The fugitive 

Janissary rebels who had not passports yet were arrested during the investigations. 

The last mentioned decree also says that after such kind of investigations thirty-three 

of them were found out and executed406. 

Since the land roads were strictly guarded, rebels could try to escape by the 

sea. This possibility set in motion the authorities who took preventive measures. The 

water passage across the Golden Horn or Bosphorus was restricted to only a 

privileged group407. It was also prohibited to sail from the Golden Horn for all 

Turkish vessels since it was possible that they could spread the news and could help 

the Janissaries for organising and defending themselves against the Sultan's orders. 

Unexpected attacks and following it, the executions and exiles were the most 

powerful weapons of the Sultan and the authorities. In Edirne, which was the most 

important Janissary centre among the provinces and a former Ottoman capital, there 

were some of the Janissary messes which had well-arranged rooms and one Aga 

Kapisl in the city castle408. The governor of Edirne was Esad Muhlis Pa~a who 

served as governor in many provinces and also was a Vizier. A decree was sent to 

Esad Muhlis Pa~a, the Molia of Edirne YazlC1zade ibrahim Ethem and other ulema 

to inform them of the abolition of the Janissary army and commanding that all the 

405 BA, CevdetDahiliye 4709, 5 Muharrem 1242/9 August 1826; BA, H.H. 17517.J, 124111826. 

406 BA, H.H. 17517.J, 124111826. 

407 Deval, Deux Annees it Constantinople et en Moree 1825-26, p. 136, quoted in Reed, The 

Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 254. 

408 Uzunc;:ar~llI, Kapukulu OcaklarI I, p. 559. 
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names and insignia of the Janissaries had. to be destroyed409. On that news, Esad 

Muhlis Pa~a ordered a secret meeting including Yazlclzade ibrahim Ethem, 

Eskicizade Efendi who was the senior member of the ulema, Bostanclba~l Abbas 

Bey and other notables of Edirne. Eskicizade Efendi proposed to announce the 

decree to the public and then to apply the orders respectively. All participants, 

except Malla YaZlClzade ibrahim Ethem were agreed with him. Because of the 

disagreement of Yazlclzade ibrahim Ethem, the assembly was finished without 

reaching a final decision41O. According to a decree of Esad Muhlis Pa~a, the 

announcement of the abolition of the Janissary army in Edirne was postponed until a 

new force, formed by the new soldiers411 . It is possible that this decree was sent to 

the government in the meantime since a second meeting was held soon and all the 

audience accepted to abolish the name and insignia of the Janissaries. As in the first 

meeting, Yazlclzade ibrahim Efendi did not support that decision, he said nothing 

but only a few unclear words. Eskicizade Efendi put the final point by convincing all 

the audience, even the ones who were the members of the Janissary army412. After 

that, some duties were shared among certain people and it was decided to gather the 

insignia of the J anissaries in all districts of the city. The building of Aga Kaplsl was 

4'3 also transferred to the canonical court 1 . 

409 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 174. 

410 Ibid. 

411 BA, H.H. 17440, 124111826. 

412 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, p. 174 

413 Ibid. 
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Due to his abstention from the decision period, ibrahim Ethem Efendi was 

exiled to Karahisar and Halil Rii~tii Efendi replaced him. On the other hand, 

Eskicizade Efendi was given a large cash present414
. Esad Muhlis Pa$a by sending 

letters to the Sultan, informed him of the developments and presented his 

congratulation on the abolition. As mentioned earlier, he also dedicated a poem 

named 'gaza-yz ekber', written as a chronogram415
. 

Edirne was an important city in supplying soldiers for the army. After the 

abolition of the Janissaries the decree including the commands of the Sultan that the 

registration of the new army had to be held, was primarily sent to Edirne416 

According to that decree, the males from 15 to 30 years, who were so strong and 

whose origins were known would have been selected as soldiers. Thus, in Edirne an 

army including l.527 soldiers in two regiments had to be raised. To conduct the 

teaching and instruction program of those soldiers properly, the Sultan ordered that 

the construction of the new barracks in Edirne had to be started417
. 

In reply, Esad Muhlis Pa~a reported to the Sultan that new barracks that had 

the capacity of two or three thousand soldiers were started to be constructed418
. But 

the problem of what kind of an answer had to be given to the Janissaries who would 

wish to participate in the new army still remained unsolved. Esad Pa~a asked the 

414 Cevdet, Tarib-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 174-175. 

415 BA, H.H. 17434.A, 124111826; BA, H.H. 17434.B, 124111826. 

416 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 14490, Zilhlcce 1241/July 1826. 

417 Ibid. 

418 BA, H.H. 17481, 124111826. 
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order of the Sultan on this subject. He also required special teachers for the new drill 

program419. A few months later, the construction of new barracks was successfully 

finished420. 

The message traffic between Esad Pa~a and the Sultan had continued. After 

the announcement of the abolition, the persecution was seriously started in Edirne. 

Everywhere the Janissary headquarters were being seized and fugitives were being 

followed. Esad Pa~a warned the governors of every district under his jurisdiction 

such as Tekfurdagl or Klrkkilise that the following and persecution of fugitives must 

have been held solemnly421. He then informed the Sultan that the Janissary suspects 

were being exiled to different regions but the income of Edirne was inadequate for 

this operation and for the reorganisation of a new army. In reply the Sultan ordered 

that a sum of 50.000 piastres to be collected half from Tlrnova and half from Filibe 

would be sent to Edirne422. 

The exile of the Janissaries and their supporters in Edirne was seriously 

carried out. The registers including their names were sent to Istanbul and the support 

of people for the government against any Janissary provocation was assured. The 

notables of Edirne certified that decision with their signatures423 . Some influential 

419 BA, H.H. 17481, 1241/1826. 

420 BA, H.H. 17424. 

421 BA, H.H. 17346, 124111826. 

422 BA, H.H. 17321,1242/1826. 

423 BA, H.H. 17407, 1242/1826; BA, Ii.H. 17406.A, 1242/1826; BA, H.H. 17407.B, 1242/1826. 
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people among the Janissaries who were conferred and thus convinced by the rank of 

armed guard "silah~orluk" were then delivered to the viziers' employ424. 

The Janissaries of Edirne were exiled to different regions. Some were exiled 

to Hlrsuva and Yergbgu. 425 Eleven of those who were exiled to Yergbgu were 

executed there426 . Some were exiled to Silistre and four of them were executed 

there427. Some were exiled to ibrail. According to a decree jpsalalz Mehmed who 

was exiled to ibrail was permitted to bring his family together with him 428 Some 

Janissaries were exiled to very far regions. Twenty of them were exiled to Mayin429 

Since it is possible that in archival documents we might omit some records, the 

number of exiles from Edirne is not restricted with the figures that appear in the 

study. 

Despite all preventive measures, the secret communication traffic between 

the Janissaries of Istanbul and those of Edirne was to continue. Esad Pa~a reported 

to the Sultan that some ringleaders of the Janissaries of istanbul sent some of their 

trusted accomplices to Edirne as to form a communication link. These people carried 

letters between the two sides. He added that they were pursued and their ringleaders 

were caught and punished according to their crimes430. As a reply, the Sultan 

424 BA, H.H. 17418, 1242/1826. 

425 BA, H.H. 17381. 

426 BA, H.H. 17464.D; BA, H.H. 17464.F. 

427 BA, H.H. 17464.J. 

428 BA, H.H. 17464.B. 

429 BA, H.H. 17407.A, 1243/1827. 

430 BA, H.H. 17509. 
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ordered that the punishment of that kind of people must have been severely inflicted. 

Another decree exemplifies that situation: 

A man from artillery soldiers named Ahmed was arrested in a coffee-house in 

Zagra-i Atik region. He was endeavouring to persuade people for the Janissaries and 

against the government. After an interrogation, it was understood that as a 

messenger he went to Edirne and to the Danubian region and carried some letters 

between the two sides431 . People involved in that affair were also seized and 

punished. 

Mehmed Esad narrates a fanciful story about the efforts of the Janissaries to 

send the news of their defeat. The Janissary ringleaders sent one of their trusted 

accomplices to Edirne in order to provoke a rebellion parallel with the one in 

Istanbul. According to him, although that man reached Edirne safely, he suddenly 

lost his ability of speaking and became dumb. Only after the news of defeat reached 

Edirne, he got back his power of speech432. One can see clearly Mehmed Esad's 

manner of representation of those events. He tries to prove that the abolition of the 

Janissary army was due to a heavenly wish so that in every situation God was 

helping the government. 

The decree of the abolition was also sent to izmit. But the statement of the 

sergeant Nuri Aga asserted that in spite of the abolition, in izmit, Kocaeli and 

Hudavendigar region the titles of the Janissaries; bayraktar, yolda§ and aga were 

431 BA, H.H. 21083. 

432 Esad, Uss-i Zafer, p. 169. 
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still being used by the inhabitants. The government, by sending a decree, severely 

prohibited the usage of those names, and reported that, people who still used them 

would be punished433 . 

The Janissaries were not c01?1pletely abandoning their hope. Some influential 

Janissaries who were potentially dangerous for the government managed to escape 

from Istanbul and started to provoke people in the places where they went. Some of 

them formerly had close relations with certain ulema and it was possible that they 

would use those relations for their interests. There was a group of them in izmit who 

provoked people against the government. Aga Huseyin Pa~a hesitated to punish 

them because of their relations with certain ulema and reported that situation to the 

Sultan434. The Sultan ordered that their punishment had to be performed impartially, 

and added that; those men, numbering eight had to be executed. One of them, named 

Sofuoglu Mehmed was executed in front of his coffee-house in the Gazi Baba 

quarter of izmit, since he did not remove the insignia of the Janissaries from that 

coffee-house435. Another man named Mustafa was exiled to Edirne and because of 

his close relation with Abdurrahman Efendi from ulema ranks who begged pardon of 

Mustafa Efendi, his execution was written to Esad Muhlis Pa~a, ordering, "that 

execution had to be made as ifhis hour of death has come,,436. The way of the Sultan 

433 BA, H.H. 17388. 

434 Uzun~ar~lh, Kapukulu,Ocaklan L p. 562. 

435 BA, H.H. 17335; BA, H.H. 17335.D; BA, H.H. 19334, BA, H.H. 19334.A, BA, H.H. 19334.B. 

436BA, H.H. 17496.D, see also BA, n.H. 17335; BA, H.H. 17335.B; BA, H.H. 17335.C. 
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was very important: While he was insisting on the persecution of the Janissaries, at 

the same time he was not wishing to take any reaction of his supporters. 

Together with those Sofuoglu Mehmed and Hatab Emini Mustafa, Hacl 

Ahmed Aga, Haci Ali Aga, Oturakyl Geny Aga who ordered secret meeting in the 

house of Hatab Emini Mustafa Aga were executed437
. Havadisci Mustafa, Uzun 

Mustafa and another Gen9 Aga were the others ofthose eight executed people438
. 

Fontanier who was in izmit in late September 1826, describes the 

environment he saw: While he was passmg a road he was very surprised. 

Approximately 100 J anissaries were walking down the street and a group of palace 

guards were following them. The hands of some Janissaries were tied. They were 

arrested and pushed roughly to pass across to Dskudar even without being allowed 

to bid farewell to their families. All were bound into exile in various parts of 

Anatolia. F ontanier cites that, that night, another group of approximately 100 

Janissaries camped at Sapanca,and the following day near Gebze a third group of 

about 100 Janissaries were driven away into exile by their guards439
. He also narrates 

a conversation between him and a coffee-house keeper about the news of istanbul. 

While Fontanier inquired him about the abolition, he replied: 

437 BA, H.H. 17335.B. 

438 BA, H.H. 17335.C. 

439 Fontanier, Voyages en Orient Entrepris par Ordre du Gouvernement Franl;ais de l'annee 

1821 it l'annee 1829 (I) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece, evenements Politiques de 

1827 it 1928, Vol. I, pp. 318-319. quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 260. 



Sultan Mahmud, our master, does not want the lanissaries any longer. 

What is to become of us when the Pa~a' s and great ones will be able to eat the 

country at their ease? We will have to flee and take to the hills. Our reayas are 

rejoicing today, they will always have to pay harac, ispenc and miri. They [i.e. the 

government] will probably raise the taxes, but Allah forbid it, they may even tax 

muslims. Only Allah knows if these changes are good! But the chief of the 

Muscovit dogs has taken advantage of the occasion to revolt against the son of a 

slave [i.e. sultan] because he did not want to make him a king ... The six other 

infidel Kings will also revolt; they won't pay tribute anymore, and will force the 

true believers to chastise them. Sultan Mahmud has become an infidel; he adopts 

the usages and drill of the 'gavur's; they say he will establish quarantines so though 

there were no more KIsmet. It is that dog, that son of a bitch, Mehmed Ali Pa~a who 

suggested all this. May Allah strike him blind. In~aallah, he said440 

171 

The speech of that coffee-house keeper was an expression of discomfort and 

discontentment about the policy of the Sultan. On the other hand, the sentence 

between the lines "Our reayas are rejoicing today", reflects a general contentment 

among the Christian subjects. He portrays Mahmud II as an infidel. The subjects, 

who were kept in obedience are rejoicing, the Muscovits are taking advantage etc. 

He accuses Mehmed Ali Pa~a of being responsible of all events. 

izmir was a peaceful city where Greek, European and American 

merchantmen, and Turkish troops and others were making their business in an 

440 Fontanier, Voyages en Orient Entrepris par Ordre du Gouvernement Fran~ais de l'annee 

1821 a l'annee 1829 (I) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece, evenements Politiques de 

1827 it 1928, Vol. I, pp. 320-322, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud n in June 1826, p. 261. 
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honestly calm and equal environment. However not so long ago, there occurred two 

Janissary revolt in izmir. In 1236/1821 the Janissaries revolted and executed the 

Kadl, the judge and some notables of izmir441. Shortly after that, agitati~ns and 

troubles spread from Izmir to Manisa. The rebelled Janissaries in Manisa executed 

yet some more notables442
. Due to those events an assembly was held in the house of 

$eyhulislam where the strategy was planned so as to stop the uprising. The 

commander of izmir, Aga Hasan Pa~a accomplished the task of suppressing the 

uprising. The rebelled Janissaries were punished and driven away to other regions443 . 

However the chief of the seventy-third regiment of the Janissaries Giritli Mehmed 

Aga who was appointed as the military commander of izmir, permitted those exiled 

Janissaries to turn back. Hasan Pa~a reported that situation to the Sultan. The Sultan 

replied that, because of that provocative act Giritli Mehmed Aga must have been 

stopped; but in order to prevent any gossip and a possible discontentment among the 

Janissaries, instead of sending a dismissing decree he suggested that Hasan Pa~a 

should have solved the problem by convincing the Janissary masters444. 

Shortly before the destruction of the Janissaries, in 1838/1822-1823 there 

was another Janissary rebellion in izmir. Some Janissaries infringed upon public 

order, broke in the governor's house and injured some people. With the help of the 

population they were suppressed and exiled to other regions. The intimidation of the 

441 BA, H.H. 16704. 

442 BA, H.H. 18138. 

443 BA, H.H. 18137. 

444 BA, H.H. 19505. 
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Janissaries of izmir. was soon reported to the Sultan by both Aga Hasan Pa~a and 

Kadz of izmir445
. 

Because of those previous uprisings, the reaction of izmir's Janissaries to the 

abolition of the Janissary army was important. Mahmud II had clearly reached his 

purpose in that area as well. According to the report of Hasan Pa~a, the decree of 

abolition was declared all over the city while the insignia of the Janissaries such as 

cauldrons was gathered and put in the arsenal of izmir Castle. The Janissaries put 

their uniforms off and started to live like ordinary citizens446
. 

To Trabzon, three days after from the abolition the news reached. Although 

all roads were secured and guarded and water passage across the Golden Horn or 

Bosphorus was prohibited, the government could not venture to violate the 

capitulations. There was no restriction for the sailing of foreign vessels from 

istanbul. Thus, a very short time later, a craftsman of Dubrovnik brought the news 

of the abolition and executions to Trabzon447
. A few days later, the exiled and 

fugitive lanissaries reached to Trabzon as we1l448
. 

After the decree of abolition reached Trabzon, the governor Hasan Pa~a 

presented his gratitude to the Sultan with a reply letter. The lieutenant-governors of 

445 BA, H.H. 33256, see also, BA, H.H. 33259; BA, H.H. 33260. 

446 BA, H.H. 17329. 

447 Fontanier, Voyages en Orient Entrepris par Ordre du Gouvernement Fran~ais de l'annee 

1821 a l'annee 1829 (I) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece, evenements Politiques de 

1827 a 1928, Vol. I, p. 25, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II 

in June 1826, p. 255. 
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that region submitted their loyalty to the Sultan with a letter that was sent to him by 

Hasan Pa~a449. There was no counter-revolution in Trabzon where the inhabitants 

were completely submissive to the Sultan. Fontanier, who travelled with caravans 

and took detailed notes during those travels, was in Trabzon when the newS of the 

abolition reached there. He reported his ideas about the submission of inhabitants of 

Trabzon: 

When I think of the submission shown by the inhabitants of Trabzon; and 

when I see that this submission was everywhere the same, I am lead to believe that 

history does not present an example of a more difficult and more rapid revolution so 

fecund in its results. In examining the organisation of the Janissaries, and the nature 

of their power, we will recognise that the preetorian guards of the emperors, and the 

strelitz of Russia, were much more easy to reduce than a national militia attached to 

the immediate interests of the people450
. 

Shortly after the abolition, the governor of Sivas, Seyyid Mehmed Pa~a 

informed the Sultan that, the name and insignia of the Janissaries were abolished in 

Sivas and in its nearby regions as we11451 . Apart from that general information; the 

448 Ibid. pp. 26-27, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 

1826, p. 256. He also recites the talks of those Janissaries. 

449 BA, H.H. 17425. 

450 Fontanier, Voyages en Orient Entrepris par Ordre du Gouvernement Fran~ais de I'annec 

1821 it l'annee 1829'(1) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece, evenements Politiques de 

1827 it 1928, Vol. I, pp. 26-27, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 285. 

451 BA, H.H. 17405, 124111826. 
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decrees from every district of that regIOn, signed by the Kadzs, ulema, prayer 

leaders, head men of quarters, or notables reached the Sultan. Those decrees from 

Divrigi452, T6kat453, Niksar454, Kazabad455, Amasya456, Sivas457, Turha1458 and Zile459, 

confirmed .that the names and insignia of the Janissaries were abolished. 

Despite those statements, a disaster was raging in Tokat. The voyvoda of 

Tokat Siileyman Aga informed the Sultan that the Janissaries were being protected 

by the deputy judge (naib) who made secret meetings with those Janissaries and 

promised to protect them against any imprisonment command of the voyvoda. In 

return he received a sum of 3.000 piastres as bribe. He then secretly interfered with 

the records that were set down under the leadership of Mehmed Pa~a who was the 

governor of Sivas460 . Siileyman Aga added that, the events went beyond the control. 

In that manner neither he nor a new voyvoda could stop the Janissaries and their 

supporters. Because of that, the government must have interfered to change the 

result. 

452 BA, H.H. 17405.A, 1241/1826; BA, H.H. 17405.N, 124111826. 

453 BA, H.H. 17405.B, 1241/1826; BA, H.H. 17405.L, 124111826. 

454 BA, H.H. 17405.D, 124111826; BA, H.H. 17405.F, 124111826. 

455 BA, H.H. 17405.E, 124111826; BA, H.H. 17405.K, 124111826. 

456 BA, H.H. 17405.H, 1241/1826. 

457 BA, H.H. 17405.i, 124111826. 

458 BA, H.H. 17405.M, 124111826. 

459 BA, H.H. 17405.0, 124111826. 

460 BA, H.H. 34933.B, 1242/1826. 
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Before that decree the voyvoda also sent letters to Mehmed Celaleddin Pa~a, 

the governor of Mara~, in order to inform and take help of him against the 

1anissaries. In those letters he reported that the notables of Tokat were supporting 

the 1anissaries,461 and even the deputy judge was protecting them462
. Also a man 

named Ata who was charged in T okat in the days following the abolition reported to 

Mehmed Pa~a of Sivas that, the 1anissaries of Tokat were still continuing to use their 

titles, insignia and clothes. Yet, they were organising secret meetings in order to 

reanimate their traditions 463. 

Those reports set the government In motion. Mehmed Pa~a of Sivas was 

assigned to establish the order in Tokat. The troubles were remedied by the arrival 

of Mehmed Pa~a, who stayed in a tent outside the city during that period. In Tokat, 

he promptly executed 27 1anissaries an exiled 5 of them to different regions. Apart 

from those Mehmed Odaba$l was exiled to Bolu as well. 464 Among the ringleaders, 

AyranclOglu, Kahveci Kaslm, Kmmh and YlldlZOg"lU succeeded to escape but the 

government pursued them, caught and executed then465 . The second step of Mehmed 

Pa$a was to destroy the 1anissary coffee-houses in that region. All coffee-houses 

were investigated, and according to the explanations of the craftsmen or inhabitants, 

461 BA, ll.H. 34933.A. 

462 BA, H.H. 34933.C. 

463 BA, H.H. 19361, see also BA, ll.ll. 17419. 

464 BA, H.H. 17419, see also BA, H.H. 17414.E; BA, H.ll. 17503; BA, H.H. 17513 and; Lutfi, 

Tarih-i Lutfi, V.l, p.174. 

465 BA, H.H. 17419; BA, H.H: l7414.E and Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, V.l, p.174. 
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the innocent ones were preserved while others were destroyed or turned to other 

shops466. 

According to the denunciations of Mehmed Pa~a and SUleyman Aga about 

the naib, the government moved cautiously. Since the chief guard of the naib of 

Tokat was in istanbul in those days, he was summoned and interrogated by the chief 

of the halberdiers. In the first interrogation he confessed that the naib and the mufti 

had approximately received a sum of 50.000 piastres as a bribe, and after a close 

cross-examination, the amount of that bribe reached a sum of 150.000 piastres. 

According to these confessions, the government ordered that, the naib, the chief 

guard, and also the mlffti of Tokat should be sent to Sivas for interrogation. Finally 

the judge was exiled while his properties were confiscated467. There were no clues in 

that decree about the future of both the chief guard and the ml!fti. However 

according to another decree, it is understood that, the chief guard was executed as 

well468
. 

At the same time, the mlifti and notables of Amasya were summoned and 

interrogated by the order of Mehmed Pa~a, and according to their statements eight 

rebels were executed while two were exiled to Ankara and two to Corum and one to 

Niksar. While the two rebels who succeeded to run away were being searched, the 

notables of Amasya promised Mehmed Pa~a that they would inform him if any rebel 

466 BA, H.H. 17419; BA, H.H.17503. 

467 BA, H.H. 17419. 

468 Dolap 2 Sand1k 61, Vesika No:4, quoted in Uzunc;:an;ah, Kapukulu Ocaklan, p.560. 
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would come to. their region469
. Of the Janissaries Turnacl Mehmed who escaped from 

Sivas to Tokat, was exiled to Sivas Castle. 

Fontanier who visited Sivas in the mid-summer of 1826, benefited the 

opportunity of an interview with Mehmed Pa~a. The Pa~a while discussing the 

destruction of the Janissaries, said that he was glad because they had been 

eradicated470
: 

Now we will be able to do as we please. Those in authority will have some 

real power. Not many of these dogs of Janissaries have taken refuge in my Pa~alik 

for they fear me; but, Allah be praised, one did fall into my hands. I had known of 

his fine deeds at Istanbul from way back so I had him to come to see me. When he 

arrived, we chatted for a moment... Then I had him incarcerated in a room and had 

the door walled up. It will please Allah to have him die of hunger. So let it be. Did 

you see the courage of Sultan Mahmud our master? ... And it is an account of the 

fact that they can no longer enjoy the fruits of license and anarchy that riff-raff and 

male factors are not pleased. 

The quotations of Fontanier from Mehmed Pa~a, their truthfulness provided, 

represent not only the degree of cruelty to Janissaries but also the psychology of the 

authorities who were regarding those acts something to be proud of. 

469 BA, H.H. 17419. 

470 Fontanier, Voyages- en Orient Entrepris par Ordre du Gouvernement Fram;ais de l'annee 

1821 it l'annee 1829 (I) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece, evenements Politiques de 

1827 a 1928, Vol. I, p.54, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II 

in June 1826, p. 263. 



1 I '::I 

The Kayseri province was filled with many exiled and fugitive lanissaries 

since its notables and the ulema were supporting them. Its governor HafIz Ali Pa~a 

was known as lenient and incompetent and that belief caused to gather a lot of 

Janissaries in Kayseri as well. In reality HafIz Ali Pa~a informed the Sultan that, the 

supporters of the Janissaries in Kayseri were either from ulema or notables' class 

and if he punished them, they would become foes of him 471. Nevertheless, the 

Sultan, as being intolerant of that kind of excuses, ordered the governor of the 

province of Mara~, Cabbarzade Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a to take over the 

responsibility for Kayseri as we11 472
. As a response, Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a asked 

the Sultan whether it was possible to charge a powerful, shrewd lieutenant governor 

and to send under his leadership a group of five-hundred selected soldiers for 

cleansing Kayseri from brigands. In reply, the Sultan annexed Kayseri region to 

Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a and accepted to charge a lieutenant governor. The Sultan 

ordered that, in order to prevent any kind of disorders and despair, Haflz Ali Pa~a 

would continue his duty until the lieutenant-governor of Celaleddin Mehmed Pal?a 

arrived. According to the decree, Haflz Ali Pa~a was finally aware that, the Sultan 

grew impatient at his carelessness. Thus he changed his attitude and ordered the 

registration of a group of approximately a hundred soldiers from his office as 

'Truimphant Soldiers', but because of his delay of persecution of the Janissaries, he 

was dismissed. The Sultan also ordered that, after the arrival of the lieutenant 

governor, Hafiz Ali Pa~a would pass the Dardanelles via Gelibolu to Rumeli region 

471 BA, H.H. 17402.L, 124211826. 

472 BA, H.H. 17356,21 Safer 1242/23 September 1826. 
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and compulsorily reside in Ke~an or Malkara districts until, according to the 

requirements, a new order would come 473. 

After the annexation of Kayseri to Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a, he had promptly 

cleared his distant Southeastern Anatolian province from the Janissaries and soon 

restored order in Kayseri as we1l474 The rebelled Janissaries who did not give up the 

name and insignia of the Janissaries were strictly followed and punished in the 

regions under the command of Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a. According to the report of 

Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a, a person named Tuysuzoglu Mehmed and also eight 

Janissary ringleaders were executed while the fugitive ones who escaped to Birecik 

were being followed475. The information that five fugitive Janissaries went to 

Aleppo set in motion Celaleddin Mehmed as well. He reported that information to 

Yusuf Pa~a who was the governor of Aleppo and wished to punish them. Four of 

them were executed and their heads were sent to Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a476. 

The governor of Erzurum, Mehmed Said Galib Pa~a, who was formerly the 

Grand Vizier, was also commander-in-chief of the entire Eastern frontier of the 

Empire. Attached to that duty, Galib Pa~a had the right to call upon the Pa~as of 

Kars, Ahiska, Bayezid, Van, Mu~, Musul and Trabzon. The reglOn was very 

473 Ibid. 

474 Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, Vol. I, p. 187; Uzun~ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 560, for the 

correspondence traffic between the Sultan and Celaleddin Mehmed Pa~a see also; BA, H.H. 

26346. 

475 BA, RH. 17399. 

476 BA, H.H. 17402.H. 
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strategic because of the recently ended Persian War and the Russian advances in that 

region477
. 

When Galib Pa!?a was secretly informed of the abolition of Janissaries, he 

quietly took all possible precautions and then declared the decree to the public. In 

reality he had previously so ingratiated himself with the Janissaries at Erzurum: 

Erzurum, unlike Trabzon, which was divided into small fiefs owned by Aga's, was 

made up of real corporations whose chiefs are called Bayraktar's: these chiefs are 

drawn from every class of society and their influence is acquired by wealth, bravery, 

piety or honesty ... These Bayralctars were Janissaries and derived their name from the 

right they had to carry a little banner named a bayrak (which means flag) and to lead 

an armed band to war. Some had up to 3000 partisans: two of them were notables by 

their power and the singularity of their names. The first called himself' Gate of Hell ' 

and the second, 'Son of the Devil'. When I think of the use to which these men put 

their authority, I don't know if one should show more indignation or pity toward 

those who make themselves the apologists of the State of society in Turkey, and who 

excuse the manner in which the Christians are treated, these Bayraktars, for example, 

used to send old women informed them of a Christian woman worthy of their favors, 

the Bayraktars ordered them to come to their residences, on pain of killing their 

relatives or extorting money from them ... This tyranny was exercised to such a point 

that the apostolic vicar was forced to request an order from the Pa~a that Christian 

Women wear a different costume than the Turkish (Women), and that these horrors 

might not be committed without a certain amount of difficulty. It was, however, these 

men ... that (Galib) Pa~a had to make understand that henceforth they were to be 

subject to the hiw and commands of the Sultan. 

477 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 267. 
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In order to do this, he assembled them to communicate the firman to them. A 

cannon was shot off at noon and the session began. After the firman had been read 

aloud, he (Galib Pa~a) made a speech to them.in which he declared that he did not 

wish to subdue them by force, that he would require at least 10000 men to do this, 

and that he had but 500!.: that if they did not want him to carry out his orders, he was 

ready to retire; that, poor. infirm, devoted to his master, he did not dread his 

vengeance, but that he was m.uch more concerned about the fate of a province which 

he had administered, and which, it should resist, would have to combat all the forces 

of the empire at a time when it was already menaced by a war in progress on its 

frontiers 478. 

A decree of Galib Pa~a supports the citations of Fontanier: Galib Pa~a 

reported the Sultan that, the abolition of the Janissary army was declared in Erzurum 

where the decision was held on without any problem. He sent the copies of imperial 

rescript to the governors and chief commanders of <;lldlf, Kars and Van. In reply, 

the governor of Kars, Salih Pa~a reported that the decree had been declared 

successfully in his province. Since Galib Pa~a heard that a dispute arose in Ahiska 

about the abolition and shortly after it was removed, in order to inquire about the 

final condition he sent ismail Hakkl Pa~a of <;lldlr there. He wrote letters to the 

Agas of Ahiska to stop the gossip about the abolition. The commander in chief of 

Van informed Galib Pa~a that the Janissaries and the corps of 'yemin ' and 'yesar' of 

478 Fontanier, Voyages en Orient Entrepris par Ordre du Gouyerncment Fram;ais de I'annee 

1821 it l'annee 1829 (I) Turquie d'Asie, (II) Constantinople, Grece; cYenements Politiques de 

1827 it 1928, Vol. I, pp. 76-68, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1826, pp. 267-268. 
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Van obeyed the orders of the government. The submission of Ahiska was· also 

secured. 479 

In the mentioned decree, Galib Pa~a continued to give information to the 

Sultan: After the declaration of the abolition, he took the key of the Erzurum Castle 

from the Janissary commander and discharged the whole Janissary group. The 

general customs of the Janissaries and their insignia were removed as well. Galib 

Pa~a planned to make a meeting, but the declaration of the abolition coincided with 

the first day of the feast, so he postponed that meeting to the second day. In that day 

all the public gathered and the imperial rescript was read aloud. Then, Galib Pa~a 

made an eloquent speech. He talked about the name of the new troop in order to 

correct the wrong usage of it. Some ignorant people called the new troop 

'Muhammedi'. When the Janissaries heard it, they showed great reaction and said 

that, if this new troop was 'Muhammedi', hence was not the previous one 

'Muhammedi'. Galib Pa~a commented that the new troop was called 'Asakir~i 

Muhammediye' to produce an auspicious result and to receive the blessing of the 

Prophet; otherwise it did not mean that the previous corps were not the followers of 

the Prophet480
. The Pa~a's eloquence not to offend the Janissaries was completely 

successful. He calmed the Janissaries and from then on, applied the new regulations. 

Galib Pa~a reported that all the cauldrons, utensils and other equipment were 

taken out of the hands of the Janissaries and placed in the Erzurum Castle. The 

decrees were sent to local authorities of Erzurum in order to surrender the equipment 

479 BA, H.H. 17354,21 Receb 1242/18 February 1827. 

480 Ibid 
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of the lanissaries in their regions as well. After all equipment was gathered and a 

detailed inventory of all this equipment was pTepared, Galib Pa~a would send them 

to istanbul along with the material itself, as soon as possible481
. 

A report that was sent to istanbul a few months after from the above 

mentioned one shows that the collection of the Janissary equipment was successfully 

finished and all were kept in the arsenal of the Erzurum Castle for the purpose of 

sending them to istanbul. All the insignia of the Janissaries such as kavuk. kiilah, 

kalkan. kalpak were also abolished there482
. 

Galib Pa~a reported to the Sultan that, the inside of Erzurum Castle was filled 

with the residences of the Castle's soldiers. The residence of the commander of 

Castle was also there. On the other hand, Galib Pa~a was in the necessity of the new 

rooms for the new troops, and this problem should be solved before the winter. 

Since soldiers were living in these residences together with their families, it was not 

appropriate to build the new rooms there. Therefore, Galib Pa~a decided to buy all 

the residences of the soldiers either with their consent or not and move them outside 

the Castle 483. 

In another report Galib P a~a informed the Sultan that since Erzurum was the 

most important city of the frontier region and it was highly populated, to implement 

the order was more difficult and important. In addition to that, the Janissaries were 

very powerful, 'since contrary to other provinces, Erzurum had its own Aga of the 

481 Ibid 

482 BA, H.H. 38095.B, 1242/1827. 

483 BA, H.H. 17354,21 Receb 1242/18 February 1827. 
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Janissaries, and commanders of chiefs. The patrolling duties and the keeping of the 

Castle's keys were also left to the Castle commanders. Because of those privileged 

positions, Erzurum was full of Janissary commanders like, zag-arcI, saksoncu, 

turnacl, serdenger;ti and bayraktars4cM
• Galib Pa~a gave notice of possible danger of 

delaying new rules' implementation and demanded that the government should send 

hastily the decrees of all orders and regulations 485. 

Galib Pa~a added that a lot of people applied to him for attaining the new 

ranks of kaplclba~llzk, silah~orluk or gediklilik, and because of the high demand, a 

register-book was prepared containing the names of applicants. Thus their 

confidence had been ensured. Galib Pa~a inquired whether it was possible to give 

them those ranks. As reply the Sultan informed that the gediklilik article of 

regulation could not have been brought into force for the moment, but it was 

possible to give the ranks of silah~orluk or kaplclba~llzk to them. The Sultan also 

demanded further information about the applicants486
. 

484 BA, H.H. 17444.A, 25 Rebiiilahir 1242/25 November 1826: ... Erzurum re's-i serhad ve belde 

cesime ve ahalisi kesire oldugu halde cfunleten kavi yenigeriden ibaret ve memalik-i saireye 

byas olmayarak dersaadet rusumuna takliden yenigeri agasl ve bazl mesa zabitam mevcud ve kol 

gezme ve ahz ve zabt anlara mahsus ve kale miftahlan dahl ser zagari payesinde olan dizdar 

yedinde ve sair vafir agalan dahl zagarcl ve saksoncu ve tumacl payelerinde miitehayyiz ve 

onlardan sonra ekser serdenge9ti kabadaYl bayrakdadan He memlu olmaktan na~i tiz elden irade-i 

seniyyenin burada icrasl sair etraf dahi mesil ve vesile olmak niyet-i hayriyesiyle emr-i ali 

vusuliine bakllmakslzmilan ... 

485 Ibid 

486 Ibid., see also BA, H.H. 17393. 
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With another decree Galib Pa~a expressed his gratitude to the Sultan for his 

permission to give the ranks of kaplclba§llzk and silah§orluk to the loyal Janissary 

leaders. He also added that, one of the Janissary leaders namely Selman Aga who 

applied to them in order to join the new army was mistakenly registered as 

'silah§or'~ but since he had formerly been 'serzagarcz', Galib Pa~a requested to 

replace him with the rank of 'kaplclba§llzk,487. It is seen that, after the abolition of 

Janissary army, the authorities paid attention to appoint the loyal Janissary leaders to 

equal positions corresponding to their former ranks. 

The governor of Clldlr ismail Pa~a also informed the Sultan that, after the 

arrival of the imperial rescript of abolition from Mehmed Said Galib Pa~a, it was 

read aloud to the public and all the leaders and notables of CIldlr accepted it. The 

cauldrons, utensils and other equipment of the Janissaries were to be gathered as 

weU488
. The mufti of Van Mehmed Tahir Efendi also informed that the abolition was 

smoothly accepted in Van where ulema, miiderrisin and me§ayih were encouraging 

h I . 489 t e new regu atlOn . 

A report from Erzurum -informs that, the drill of the new troop was started. 

The volunteer soldiers who wished to enroll in the new troops were so numerous, 

but since their salary was not sufficient for making a living, they were so thoughtful. 

If their salary increased by a few piastres, they would be eager for success. The 

ulema of Erzurum were also quite willing to support the new troops. Galib Pa~a 

487 EA, H.H. 37904. 

488BA, H.H. 32918, 124111826. 

489 BA, H.H. 17354.A, 124111826, see also BA, 17354.C, 124111826. 
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requested from the governors of Ahiska, Kars and Van that, if they found the 

trainers, they would have to start the drill of the new troops490. 

Galib Pa~a's strategy of moving immediately for the application of the new 

regulation brought him a successful conclusion. In order to prevent any counter-

plots he kept the chieftains separated from each other. Otherwise, because of the 

special position of the Janissaries in Erzurum, the abolition would have cost torrents 

As mentioned earlier, the decrees of the abolition of the Janissary army were 

sent to all provinces. The decree was also sent to Rauf Pa~a who was the governor of 

Bolu, Kastamonu and Viran~ehir. Rauf Pa~a wrote a reply to the Sultan dated 

Zilhicce 1241, but his manner of expression annoyed the Sultan who immediately 

warned him with a repiy decree: The Sultan said that, after the abolition, all 

governors of provinces presented their gratitude with special reports whereas Rauf 

Pa~a sent him a simple document which was written on an ordinary paper. The 

Sultan asked the reason behind that act492. 

When the Grand Vizier saw that decree, he got flurried because he forgot 

presenting the former decree of Rauf Pa~a which was written on a special paper and 

in which Rauf Pa~a presented his gratitude about the abolition of the Janissary army 

and informed that the orders of the Sultan were being exactly carried out, and ten 

490 BA, H.H. 17400.B. 

491 Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, pp. 268-269. 

492 Uzun9ar~ah, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p.561 
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fugitive Janissaries were caught and executed. The Grand Vizier, informing the 

Sultan about the developments, corrected his mistake493
. 

The governor of Ankara and Kangm provinces Nurullah Pa~a sent his 

congratulation messages to the Grand Vizier, Serasker Pa~a and Silahdar Aga as 

we11494 He informed that the abolition of the Janissaries was declared and all 

equipment of them was to be gathered in his provinces495
. The lieutenant governor of 

Kangm also informed that the abolition was publicly announced in Kangm where 

the inhabitants were pleased with the news496
. 

Despite the strong reaction in Bosnia, the government met no trouble in 

maintaining order in Belgrade, Nigbolu, Vidin, Filibe and Salonika. Abdurahman 

Pa~a of Belgrad presented his gratitude with a decree in which he defined the 

abolition of the Janissaries as the most honourable act. He prayed Allah to succour 

the Sultan 497. Abdurrahim Pa~a informed that the people of Belgrade were very 

pleased with the news and they were willingly supporting the new drill program. He 

also requested the Sultan to give permission to them for the new drill program. The 

people of Belgrade signed the letter as weU498
. The former great Janissary centre at 

Belgrade, where the Janissaries were still formidable, submitted without a 

493Ibid., pp.561-562 

494 BA, H.H. 17437.B, 124111826. 

495 Ibid, see also BA. H.H. i 7461, 124111826. . . 
496 BA, H.H. 17437.A, 124111826. 

497 BA, H.H. 17439, 124111826. 

498 BA, H.H. 17922.B, 1242/1826. 
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struggle499
. Shortly after, the drills of new soldiers started in Belgrade Castle and its 

surroundings,500 such as Semendire, Morova Bridge, Ozice, Bogiirtlen and Sokol 

where the infantry and cavalry soldiers started regularly to drill twice a week501 . 

The governor of Nigbolu presented his gratitude about the abolition and 

informed that the Janissaries of Nigbolu and Kale-i Amik Castles were submitted 

and their insignia and equipment were gathered. The governor of Nigbolu proposed 

Ibrahim Pa~a of Vidin to treat in this way to the Janissaries502 The government sent 

a list of eight suspect Janissaries to Ibrahim Pa!?a who had no problem in keeping 

order in his area. The suspected Janissaries were TurnaCl Mehmed, the lieutenant of 

the 37th regiment Lof9ah Hafiz Mehmed, and of the 82nd one Cideli Mustafa, the 

sergeant of 60th regiment Azdavayh Huseyin, and of the 25th one Inebolulu 

Mahmud, and of the 8th one Azdavayh Ahmed, and of the 51 st one Tosyah Mehmed 

and, of the 98th one Vidinli Sait. They were all the Janissaries of Vidin and the 

government requested Ibrahim Pa~a to give more information about them503
. In reply 

Ibrahim Pa~a reported that although he did not witness any misconduct of them, 

499 Gazeta de Lisboa, No.191, 16 August, 1826, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the 

Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, p. 258. 

500 EA, H.H. 19311.A, 1242/1826. 

501 BA, H.H. 19363, 1242/1826; The decree was written by Abdullah Sefik who was the Kad! of 

Belgrade. 

502 BA, H.H. 17415, 1241/1826. 

503 Dolap 2, sandtk 61, Evrak No:14, quoted in Uzun<;:ar~lh Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp. 563-564. 
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because of their strong Janissary ongms, it would be best to exile them outside 

Due to their incompetent governor ibrahim Pa~a, the Janissaries of Salonika 

were easily cowed. They sent off the Janissary Aga's of Salonika Abdullah Aga to 

the Sultan in order to present their submission505
. During his istanbul visit, Abdullah 

Pa~a also begged of Grand Vizier and Serasker Pa~a to promote him, due to this 

submission506
. 

Seditious movements of the Janissaries in Filibe and Sofia completely failed 

when the Janissaries could not get popular support507
. The superintendent of Filibe 

Suleyman Aga, the Kadl Mehmed Refi Efendi as well as the ml{fti, ulema and 

notables informed that, they organized a new troop of 100 soldiers as Asakir-i 

Mansure-i Muhammediye and sent them off to istanbul508
. 

The governor of Egypt 11ehmed Ali Pa~a sent a letter to Kapl Kethudasl 

Necib Efendi and informed that, he sent the decrees of abolition to other regions 

under his control, but since the Janissaries were very strong in Kandiye, Hanya and 

Resmo, apart from the decrees, he also sent the list of precautions that would been 

504 UZUllc;:ar$lh, Kapukulu Ocaklarl I, p.563. 

505 BA, H.H. 39383, 124111826, see also, Gazeta de Lisboa, No.202, 29 August 1826. 

506 BA, H.H. 39383.A, 124111826; BA, H.H. 39383.B, 124111826. 

507 Journal des Debats, 25 July 1826, quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud n in June 1826, p. 258. 

508 BA, H.H. 17404,1241/1826. The decree was sent by Siileyman Aga of Filibe, BA, H.H. 17404.A, 

1241/1826, by the Mufti of Filibe, ulema and llotables, and BA, H.H. 17404.B, 124111826; BA, 

H.H. 17404.D, those were sent by the Kadl of Filibe, Mehmed Refi Efendi. 
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carried out by the local governorsS09
. Another decree informs that, after the 

declaration of the abolition of the Janissaries- and their commanders in Egypt, -their 

number was not very high, they were altered and their names and insignia were 

completely abolishedslO
. Mehmed Ali Pa~a also presented his gratitude about the 

abolition and prayed Allah for the success of the Sultan511
. He said that the people of 

Egypt are rejoicing over the victory of aboiition. The security of the roads was also 

providedS12
. The son of Mehmed Ali, ibrahim Pa~a of Egypt was using Egyptian 

troops in the Morea, but there were strongly entrenched Janissary groups at Larissa 

and Euboea island at Negropont. They submitted and the Ottoman commander 

Mehmed Re~id Pa~a reported their successful dissolution to the SultanS13
. 

The decrees of abolition were sent to Arab provinces, as well. The Janissaries 

in the Arab provinces were so powerfuL Gibb argues that almost all of the members 

of corporations were the Janissaries or from the Janissaries origin in the major Arab 

cities like Cairo, Damascus and Aleppos14. In Aleppo, the governor Vahid Pa~a 

reported to the KaplkethiidaSI that; an assembly was held in Seyh Bekir district of 

the province where all the notables, merchants and commanders gathered. After the 

509 BA, H.H. 17385,124111826. 

510 BA, H.H. 27124, 124211826. 

511 BA, H.H. 17410, 1241/1826. 

512 BA, H.H. 17484, 124111826. 

5!3 Journal des Debats, .25 July 1826; quoted in Reed, The Destruction of the Janissaries by 

Mahmud II in June 1'826, p. 259. 

514 Gibb and Bowen, Islamic Society and the West; A study of the Impact of Western 

Civilization on Moslem Culture in the Near East, Vol. I, London, 1950, pp. 294-295. 
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decree of abolition was read aloud, all the audience promised that they would 

become loyal to the Sultan, and signed the report as we1l 515 Vahid Pa~a added that 

they reached an agreement with the Janissary leaders who accepted a slight 

imprisonment in the office of C;avu§lar Emini whereas other Janissaries were put in 

chains. In return the Janissary leaders promised that they would give up the claims 

of the Janissary comradeship516. It is interesting that although the Janissary leaders 

promised to give up Janissarian claims, it was decided to imprison them in a special 

condition and this was asserted as a preferential treatment. 

Vahid Pa~a informed that the yasak91 's of all consulates in Aleppo were also 

abolished. Following that, consulates requested new yasakcls who knew the Arabic 

language. Hence Vahid Pa~a decided to appoint the new yasakcls from the eyalet 

ravu$larz miilazimleri of the province and reported his decision to istanbul. Since 

some people applied Vahid Pa~a to request the rank of silah$orluk, he also asked 

about the possibility ofthis517. 

In Musul, before the decree of the abolition had not yet reached there, some 

Janissary leaders plotted. After the news of sedition reached Davud Pa~a of Bagdad, 

515 BA, H.H. 17414, 1241/1826, see also RA., H.H. 17414.A, 124111826, BA, H.H. 17414.B, 

124111826. 

516 BA, H.H. 22285, 13 Safer 1242/15 September 1826: .. eski yeni<;erilerin i<;lerinde mer'iyii'l-hatlr 

bulunanlan farzen hukuk-i ~eriyeden dolaYl hafif<;e habs olmak 1azlm geldikte erazil-i sa ire 

misillu tiifenk<;iba$l zlncirine bend ettirilmeyip ... serdar konagmda oturur gibi bundan bOyle 

eyalet <;avu~Iar emini odasmda habs ile kadirlerine riayeti va'd eyledigiInizden onlar da yolda~hk 

lafml aglZlanna almayacaklanna kavi soz venneleriyle uslu otururlar zannederiz. 

517 Ibid 
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he sent a rescript to the notables of Musul and ordered that the order must be 

implemented and they should obey their governor by presenting their submission to 

him. Be added that if they resisted the authority, without waiting for the formal 

rescript, he would immediately march with his men to Musu1518
. In reply, the 

notables sent a petition to Davud Pa~a by reporting that; they did not support the 

troublemakers. They added that nine days before the decree of the abolition passed 

to their hands, the sedition was calmed down519 They also informed that the sedition 

did not derive from the abolition, since it was before the abolition. The governor of 

Musul Yahya Pa~a also sent a letter in order to present his gratitude about the 

b 1·· 520 a oltlon . 

From Damascus, the lieutenant-governor HacI Balil Aga reported that, the 

abolition of Janissaries was declared to the public without any problem and their 

cauldrons, utensils and other equipment were placed in the arsenal of the Damascus' 

Castle. The sixteen baWks and twenty-four regiments of Damascus were also 

dismissed521 The register book of all equipment was prepared and sent to 

. ~22 Istanbul- . 

In Bagdad, the inhabitants continued to use the titles of Janissaries such as 

"the Janissary Aga, Muhzlr Aga or Janissary Efendi" until 1247/1831. The decrees 

518 . . 
BA, H.H. 47935.1. 

519 BA, H.H. 47935.J. 

520 BA, H.H. 47935.A. 

521 BA. H.H. 17315; BA, H.H. 17315.C. 

522 BA, H.H. 17315.D. 
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dated from 1247/1831 show that from then on the usage of those titles was abolished 

and the Aga Kaplsl of Bagdad was turned to t'he Court. The inhabitants of Bagdad 

presented their gratitude about the abolition as well. It is understood from the 

decrees that, although the abolition of the Janissaries in Bagdad was delayed until 

1831, there was no strong reaction against the abolition. The decrees did not say 

anything about the reasons of that delay523. 

6.2. THE CASE OF BOSNIA 

It is seen that virtually everywhere all over the empire the Sultan's command 

was heeded without causing any great collective opposition. But among provinces, 

Bosnia showed the strongest reaction in which the city and its quarters were not 

pacified until early in 1827. 

After the Ottomans conquered Bosnia in 1463, it is evident that the Janissary 

existence had become a determinant factor in the formation of social life. This was 

especially due to the fact that Bosnia together with its districts was a prominent 

province in providing dev§irmes for the government. After they had retired, the 

majority of Janissaries were returning to their homelands. Thus the influential 

Janissaries who were born in Bosnia; such as Ahmed C;elebi in the sixteenth century 

or Dervi~ Aga in the seventeenth, were spending the rest of their life there, where 

523 BA, H.H. 20827.G, 25 Cumaziyelevvel1247/30 November 1831; BA, H.H. 20827. H, 1247/1831; 

BA, H.H. 20827.K, 1247/1831. 
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they had also the opportunity of marriage and having children. Those lanissaries in 

general had played an important role in Islamization process of that province as 

well. According an. Albanian traveller who lived in the seventeenth century, one of 

the reasons of extension of Islam in that region was the influence of the Janissaries, 

who could obtain the chance of occupying high positions thanks to the dev~<>irme 

system, on their relatives524
. According to a French traveller in 1803, the majority of 

men in Bosnia, approximately 78.000, had the title 'Janissary' and he learned that 

only 16.000 of them were professional soldiers who were participating into battles 

and receiving quarterly salaries. The rest was not being paid, but they were using 

this title to benefit from the privileges and immunities conferred on it525
. 

The Bosnia province was divided into forty fortresses and the commanders of 

these fortresses, the famous kapdans of Bosnia, held virtually full powers over their 

districts and lived like feudal lords. It is important that both they and their 

colleagues of the sipahi class were mainly depended on means of living that were 

hereditarily obtained. This fact attributed a cooperative character to Bosnian society 

and thus explains the tendencies to defend traditional structure. Even the league 

between the ayans and the Janissary-craftsmen forced the Bosnian vizier to move his 

residence to Tlravnik. However, the yearly assemblies of kapdans, beys and ayans 

obeyed the vizier when he agreed with them, or when he had special aptitude and' 

capabilities, This traditional independency intrinsic in Bosnian society contributed 

524 Eric Cornell, "Bosna Bekta~iligi Uzerine", ed T. Olsson, E. Ozdalga, C. Raudvere, Alevi 

Kimligi, (istanbul: Tarih Vakfl Yurt Yaymlan, 1999), pp, 15-16. 

525 Ibid, p. 16. 
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to the preparation of such a suitable environment to the emergence of a senous 

resistance526
. 

Since Bosnia was a frontier regIOn, the Muslim peasants were obliged 

regularly to participate into battles. Apart from that, they were also required, from 

about 1720, to support Christian peasants with a newly introduced system of 

provincial taxation known as taksit. That new duty was accepted as too much by 

Muslim peasants who rebelled against it. That stubborn rebellion was extended for a 

long time, from 1748 to 1756 and was worsened by the participation of the 

Janissaries of Sarajevo. Even the introduction of the hated taksit into Sarajevo was 

later protested by closing the 9ar$z. As a result, the authorities conceded that all 

Bosnia's Muslims were indeed members of the military class527
. This privilege gave 

them judicial and tax immunities and became one of the reasons of strong reaction 

against the abolition since they interpreted the abolition of the Janissary army as an 

end to the privileges. 

After the abolition, the decree was sent to Bosnia as well with kapzczba$l 

Mehmed Aga528
. He first, went to Tiravnik and made an interview with the governor 

of Bosnia there and gave the decree to him. Hence the decree was declared to the 

popUlation and the insignia of the Janissaries was gathered, he then passed to Saray 

district529 . When he reached Saray, the Aga of Janissaries of that province namely 

526 Bruce McGowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812" pp. 664-665. 

527Ibid., p. 665. 

528 BA, H.H., 43477.A, 8 Muharrem 1242/12 August 1826. 

529 BA, H.H. 21894,27 Muharrem 1242/31 August 1826; BA, Cevdet Askeriye 3332. 
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Sertunai Ahmed together with some Janissary leaders and supporters such as 

Tahmisci Mustafa, ibrahim ilimdar and the lieutenant governor Osman Bey gathered 

the Janissaries and took the decrees by force from the hands of Mehmed Aga and 

officials of his suite, and escaped from there. Later they came to Mehmed Aga gave 

the decree to him and ordered that the decree would not be recorded into the Kadl 

rolls. They also wanted a copy of the decree, and recited it to the crowd where they 

gathered. They made speeches to the crowd and said that if the Janissary army had 

been abolished in that region, the population would not have remained to possess 

their properties, and they would not have continued their commercial activities. 

They added that because of those reasons they would not give up their Janissary 

claims. They wrote letters and sent their messages to other districts530 where the 

J .. h . h b 1" 531 amssanes gave t e same reactIOn to tea 0 ltIon . 

On those reactions, the authorities sent messages to Abdurrahim Pa~a of 

Belgrade and asked his opinion about those events, especially the attitude of the 

governor of Bosnia Mustafa Pa~a and of the inhabitants, since he was serving in a 

region close to Bosnia532
. Abdurrahim Pa~a replied that after Kapzczba:jl Mehmed 

Aga went to Saray, the decree was declared to the population as well. He added also 

that when those people heard the news of the abolition they immediately closed their 

shops, gathered in a place and selected a person to send him to Tlravnik to inquire 

about the attitudes of the inhabitants. When that person went to Tlravnik, the shops 

530 BA, H.H. 2181S.B; BA, H.H. 43477.A, 8 Muharrem 1242/12 August 1826. 

531 BA, H.H. 21894,27 Muharrem 1242/31 August 1826. 

532 Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, Vol. I, p. 182. 
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were closed there as well 533
. The report does not directly say that, that person 

became effective in the closure of shops but it is possible that the news from Saray 

might set in motion the population of Tlravnik. 

The insignia of the Janissaries that was previously confiscated in Tlravnik 

then replaced by the inhabitants. This attitude was spread to other districts where it 

was repeated. Even in izornik, after the decree was read aloud and its naib and some 

other ulema carried out the ceremony of "sem Ian and taan" its commander 'kapdan', 

and a boliikba§l together with twenty-thirty Janissaries attacked the naib. A few days 

later when the decree about the fugitive Janissaries reached Tlravnik the same 

reaction was repeated there. The Janissaries beat the Kadz and the defterdar of 

Tlravnik, and the wife of naib was thrashed. Abdurrahim Pa~a added that, he sent a 

man who was a Bosnian to Bosnia to learn about the events. According to that man, 

the governor of Bosnia, Mustafa Pa~a sent one of his couriers to Saray and 

demanded their reply to the abolition. As we mentioned previously, every district 

and province had to send the decrees of gratitude to the Centre, but the inhabitants 

of Saray required Mustafa Pa~a not to write anything about them to the Centre and 

said that they were previously sending all their petitions to the Janissary Corp which 

was endeavouring to have the acceptance of their needs by the government534
. That 

statement of the inhabitant of Saray was important since it reflects close relations 

established between the Ocak of istanbul and them. 

533 BA, H.H. 21894,27 Muharrem 1242/31 August 1826. 

534 Ibid. They said that, .. bu ana kadar gonderdigimiz mahzarlar ocaga gonderilir idi ocak tarafmdan 

hem takdim ve hem kabuliine sa'y olunur idi. ~imdi ocak olmarugmdan arz ve mahzarlan verecek 

yok ve meramnlliza miisaade eder yoktur. 
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Abdurrahim Pa~a reported that he inquired about the ideas of population all 

over the province from Mustafa Pa~a of Bosnia and some other people who came 

from different districts. They replied that all the population seemed to be in league 

with the Saray inhabitants about resisting the abolition of the Janissaries .. They 

added that this consensus could be because when Saray inhabitants resisted to the 

abolition they also called some people from other districts and ordered meetings. In 

those meetings, the Saray inhabitants told the others that, after the abolition of the 

Janissaries the government would introduce a new system of taxation and all 

members of society including non-Muslims would be forced to give certain part of 

their production to the government. Those citations of Abdurrahim Pa~a is important 

since as we mentioned earlier, after a stubborn campaign between 1748-1756 the 

authorities conceded that all Bosnia's Muslims were indeed members of the military 

class535 This meant that, they would not pay tax any longer. Bosnia's inhabitants 

could possibly interpret the abolition of the Janissary army as a return to the old tax 

system. 

Abdurrahim Pa~a of Belgrade informed that Sbme people who opposed to the 

consensus were treated severely and imprisoned in their houses so as to prevent any 

agitation of them. Those acts frightened others and because of this reason anybody 

who might oppose the Janissaries could not publicise his opinion. He added that 

according to some tradesmen of Bosnia, there were some opponents to the 

J anissaries. 

535 Bruce Me Gowan, "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", p. 665. 
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On the other hand, support for the Janissaries was not only restricted with 

common people, the majority of high officials and ulema such as the lieutenant 

governor of Yenipazar Osman Pa~a, the governor of izornik Ziilfikar Pa~a, the ulema 

of Saraj evo as well as the majority of high officials of Bosnia were the strong props 

of the Janissaries536
. Because of that reason, loyals to the government informed that 

the authorities had to deliberate what to do and how it might be dones37
. 

Those warnings were taken into consideration by the authorities who decided 

to send some influential ulema to Bosnia in order to persuade people into giving up 

Janissary claims. Pirlepeli Ahmed Efendi and esham mukataacISI Arif Bey were 

charged for this duty and sent to Bosnia538
. Hence, a strict letter traffic had 

continued between the authorities of istanbul and the high officials of Bosnia, 

couriers were sent there to carry out messages and to inquire about developments. 

One of the couriers namely HacI Siileyman, who went to Bosnia to learn about the 

situation reported to the government that, he previously went to Yenipazar and 

walked about its c;ar§l and bazaar. In that period the miitesellim of Yenipazar 

Osman Pa~a had not been in Yenipazar since he went to Piri~tine to make an 

interview with esham mukataacIsI Arif Bey, so he could not see Osman Pa~a during 

his visit, but in his patrolling he heard that a ba§eski from Yenipazar went to Saray 

and taking letters and messages returned from there. When Osman Pa~a returned to 

Yenipazar the courier made an interview with him and said what he heard in r;ar~l 

536 BA.H.H. 19344, 3 Safer 1242/5 September 1826. 

537 Ibid. 

538 Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, Vol. I, pp. 181-182. 
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and bazaar. Osman Pa~a replied that he also heard that news but he did not do 

anything if that ba.Jeski did not publicise those letters, otherwise he would kill him 

and others who send messages. According the courier that ba§eksi publicised those 

letters. After that development Osman Pa~a gathered the inhabitants of Yenipazar 

and wanted them to give up Janissary claims, as reply the inhabitants promised them 

to give arz u mahzar to the government again but as we will see later they did not 

give up the Janissary claims, and even Osman Pa~a secretly supported them539 

The courier Hacz SUleyman added that, the lanissaries in Sarajevo were 

continuing their Janissary claims. They gathered under the leadership of Ali Molla, 

and some of his comrades such as Tahmisci, Bayrakdar, and Hasan Bey. A group of 

hundred or hundred and fifty lanissaries were patrolling his residence at nights. In 

Tlravnik, the events went beyond the control when a group of Janissaries attacked 

and occupied the court. Before their attack, they prepared a document to send to the 

Capital declaring that they would not leave their Janissary claims and during their 

occupation they required from Kadz to add his signature to it, but the Kadl did not 

accept their demand. Due to the resistance of Kadz, they sealed the document with 

the seal of chief scribe. A few days later, they killed arabaclba.Jz and imprisoned his 

son to the castle, claiming that they were supporting the government540
. 

The Saray inhabitants also demanded from some high officials and notables 

to leave the .city and retreat to their r;iftliks since they were servants of the 

government. At first, those people, numbered about five hundred, insisted on that 

539 BA, H.H. 22219, 12 Rebiiilevvel 1242/14 October 1826. 

540 Ibid. 
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demand but later forced to accept it. On the other hand, the leader of the Janissaries 

Ali Molla was secretly sending men to istanbul and inquiring the situation there541
. 

After those inquiries in Tlravnik, the courier Hacl Siileyman went to Tuzla-i 

Zir and Tuzla-i Bala near Belgrade. Those districts were being governed by kapdans 

and according to HaCl Siileyman there were no disorder. His next destination was 

the Belene district. He visited Osman Aga from ayan and stayed in his residence. 

While he was preparing for sleeping, a group of four people came to see him and 

complained about the attitude of central government to see all the inhabitants of 

Bosnia as supporters of the lanissaries. They added that all Bosnians were not "evil" 

men, but the Janissaries got hold of control and authority and silenced them. They 

added that they were afraid, if the Sultan refused to make effort to re-establish the 

state control all over the Bosnia, they wbuld stay under siege of three enemies 

namely, Nemye, Karadag and Serbia54z
. Those explanations were very important to 

understand the psychology of at least a group of people from Bosnia. 

On those explanations the courier Hacl Siileyman asked their proposal. They 

replied that if a vizier was appointed as the governor and a group of abundant 

soldiers was attached to him, the loyal citizens would take part of his side, and the 

suppression of others would be easily taken. They added that, the Bosnians were 

earning their life from trade, so if the roads were blocked and people would not be 

permitted to l~ave the city and enter as well, all hopes of the Janissaries and their 

supporters would be cut off and their uprising would be brought down. Their 

541 Ibid. 

542 Ibid. 
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proposal was important since the government finally preferred to act upon that. 

Hence according to them, Bosnia's population was divided into four major classes 

namely, sipahi, tiiccar, kapdan and the Janissaries. The sipahis were loyal to the 

government and, the kapdans were opposite to the Janissaries. On the other hand, 

the tiiccar could not have been publicising their id.eas because of their fear of the 

J . . 543 Th l' amssanes . ese exp anatlOns show that some people were anxious about their 

future, but we could not get a clear picture about its degree and extension because of 

the restrictions in documents. 

The governor of Bosnia, Mustafa Pa~a also reported to the Sultan that, 

although the decree of abolition was declared to the public all over the province, the 

high ulema, and the miiteselim together with the Janissary leaders in Sarajevo were 

resisting the decision of the government. Their allies in Tlravnik especially, defter 

kethiidasl Ahmed Bey and the miifti of Tlravnik were provoking them into revolting 

and arming the population as well. Because of those reasons, although there passed 

approximately five months from the declaration of abolition, he could not succeed to 

The governor of Belgrade Abdurrahim Pa~a reported that he wrote letters to 

the high officials and kapdans of izornik to require their submission. The charged 

Arif Bey took those letters and went to izornik. On those letters the miifti, kapdan, 

cavalry and some infantry officials accepted to abolish the Janissary insignia from 

izornik. The governor of izornik Ziilfikar Pa~a replied obscurely but since anybody 

543 Ibid. 

544 BA, H.H. 22219. i, 17 Rebiiilevvd 1242/19 October 1826. 
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did not show any opposition to the orders of Abdurrahim Pa~a, he as well accepted 

to write that the Janissary insignia would be gathered. Arif Bey took those letters 

and sent them to Abdurrahim Pa~a and said that, the izornik inhabitants, except a 

few, were not supporting the Janissaries any longer, including the kapdans, as well. 

There were five to six hundred Janissaries who were continuing their Janissary 

claims. Also Zulfikar Pa~a seemed to be in league with Saray545. On the other hand, 

the Janissaries of Saray were continuing to arm and to hold secret meetings, yet they 

were preparing petitions to send to the government and to require the cancellation of 

h b 1·· 546 tea oltlOn . 

The events in Bosnia were somehow not calming down. The government 

decided that the governor of Bosnia Mustafa Pa~a was not able to break up the 

Janissary organisation. Because of that reason he was replaced by Abdurrahim Pa~a 

of Belgrade. It was also decided to attach him a great number of soldiers. The 

governor ofUskiib Piri~tineli Ya~ar Pa~a and the governor ofPirezrin Mahmud Pa~a 

supported him with five hundred soldiers, the governor of Alacahisar Sehsuvar 

Pa~azade Abdi Bey with a thousand soldiers and Huseyin Pa~a of Uyuranya with 

two thousand soldiers547
. 

Also, when Arif bey and Ahmed Efendi were sent to Bosnia, they first went 

to Yenipazar, but because of the disorder they could not succeed to reach Bosnia. 

When they reported the situation to istanbul, the authorities decided to charge a man 

545 BA, H.H. 21862.A, 15 Rebiiilahir 1242/15 November 1826. 

546 BA, H.H. 21813, 16 Rebiiilahir 1242/16 November 1826. 

547 Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, Vol. I, p. 183. 
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who would help to cease disorder. Thus humbaraClba$1 Mesud Aga was selected and 

sent to Bosnia. He supplied strong help to Abdurrahim Pa~a in establishing the order 

in Bosnia
548

. Abdurrahim Pa~a together with Mesud Aga firstly went to izornik. 

When the news of their move reached izornik, the loyalists took courage and a group 

of approximately two hundred, including ulema and loyal citizens became successful 

in penetrating the inner side of the Castle. They also sent criers to all districts to 

summon loyal citizens to gather into the Castle. A lot of people answered their 

requisition and came to the Castle. Then they read the rescript of the new governor. 

On those developments, the Janissaries and their supporters were gathered and send 

some of their comrades to the Castle in order to learn about the news. As reply the 

officials of Abdurrahim Pa~a said that, if they accepted the decision of government, 

their forgiving would be held, otherwise they would be punished severely. That 

reply broke down the Janissaries' resistance and they submitted to Abdurrahim 

Pa~a's forces. One month later Abdurrahim Pa~a and Mesud Aga went to Sarajevo 

and took there under control, to0549
. Thus Bosnia was calmed down without any 

'1' . 550 ml ltary operatIOn . 

Abdurrahim Pa~a reported to the Sultan that, he became successful in Bosnia, 

but the establishment of the order was not yet totally finished, so that, he was still 

staying in Saray. Abdurrahim Pa~a reminded that since he got the help of both some 

high officials such as Piri~tineli Ya~ar Pa~a, Mahmud Pa~a, Sehsuvar Pa~azade Abdi 

548 Ibid., p. 182. 

549 Ibid., pp. 185-186. 

550 Ibid., p. 183, BA, H.H. 21847, 18 Cumaziyele\lVel 1242/18 December 1826. 
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Bey, Huseyin Pa~a and lower ones attached to his suite, as return for their help, 

those loyal supporters should be rewarded: He demanded to promote of his ig 

gukadar Osman Bey to kaplclba§l and the son of Osman Bey namely Mehmed Bey 

to hassa hasekisi. He added that all promotions would be carried out after the Bosnia 

inhabitants would send their arz u mahzar or their congratulations about the 

abolition of the Janissary army551. 

As reply to his report the Grand Vizier said that, because of his great efforts, 

Abdurrahim Pa~a would be gratified with a gift of mucevher hanger, and his ig 

gukadar Osman Bey and his son would be promoted as he wished. The Grand Vizier 

added that although Abdurrahim Pa~a did not say anything about the promotion of 

his four son, he inquired about humbaraclba§l Mesud Aga who was formerly sent to 

Bosnia for giving help to establish the order and Mesud Aga said that Abdurrahim 

Pa~a was wishing the promotion of three of his sons as kaplclba~l and one as 

muderris. The Grand Vizier said that since promotions of his sons would grow his 

merry and pride, their promotions would be held552
. Also the Grand Vizier ordered 

the construction of the palace of governor of Bosnia in Saray district, since from 

then on, the governor of Bosnia would stay in Saray. The Grand Vizier added that 

promotions would be restricted with the persons who gave direct help, since it was 

551 BA, H.H. 21804,23 Rebiiilahir 1242123 November 1826. 

552 Ibid., The Grand Vizier said that, .. mii~arun ileyhin oguIlanmn 01 vechle iltaf-l celile-i 

~ahane1erine nailiyetleri kendiisiine ba~kaca bir ~evk-i cedid ve mefhareti mucib olacagmdan 

muma ileyhum kullanmn kapucuba~lhk ve muma ileyh Serif Almled Bey kullanmn miiderrislik 

ile bekam buyurulmalan hususlan muvaflk.. 
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possible that, to promotion of all kapdans, agavat and sergerdes could cause 

impertinences of them553
. 

A decree from Sarajevo reported that, all inhabitants of Sarajevo obeyed, and 

all cauldrons, ladles and such kind of equipment of the Janissaries were gathered and 

put into the Castle while their 9aprasts were sent to Abdurrahim Pa~a of Bosnia554 

The officials of Sarajevo sent their congratulation messages to the government. The 

government reminded that the punishment of the Janissaries who did not accept the 

decision of the government had to be carried outS55
. On that warning Abdurrahim 

Pa~a of Bosnia reported to the Sultan that the catching and punishment operation of 

the Janissaries was seriously continuing. He added that until then, totally forty-nine 

Janissaries were caught in Bosnia and its districts, and they were exiled to other 

provinces. A list including information about their names, their residences and exile 

places was prepared and sent to istanbul. Hence forty people were executed and 

their severed-heads were sent to the Capital. In reply the Sultan expressed his 

gratitude and added that severed-heads of the Janissaries were displayed in front of 

the Bab-l Ali and the courier was rewarded as well. Thus due to the strict control and 

bloody cleansing operation of Abdurrahim Pa~a, the strong reaction in Bosnia was 

pacified early in 1827. 

553 Ibid. 

554 BA, H.H. 22062.N, 15 Receb 1242/12 February 1827, BA, H.H. 22097, 1242/1827. 

555 BA, H.H. 22097, 1242/1827. 



208 

6.3. EFFORTS TO REVIVE THE JANISSARIES 

Despite all efforts of the government to suppress the claims and activities of 

the Janissaries, revival efforts in istanbul as well as in other provinces of the empire 

were being carried out in a secret manner. Some former Agas, captains and sergeants 

of the Janissaries who were exiled to other provinces, were not abandoning their 

Janissarian claims and beliefs. The Janissary leaders were taking pains to send their 

trusted accomplices to other regions to organise their fellows there. The authorities 

decided that the short cut precaution to stop the Janissary activities was to execute 

the Janissary leaders who were secretly struggling for reviving of the Janissaries556 

Apart from these struggles, due to lack of strict inquiries about the new 

soldiers, some lanissaries became successful in penetrating the new army as well. 

They were aiming at raising a rebellion in Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye and 

reviving the Janissaries in a new way. As we said earlier, when Esad Pa~a of Edirne 

reported to the Sultan that there was a secret letter traffic between the lanissaries of 

istanbul and those of Edirne, the Sultan decided to take severe precautions557
. 

556 Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, Vol. I, p.172. 

557 According to· the reports of Esad Pa$a an official note was sent to the Sultan, saying that; 

Derssadette ocag-l sablk mensubatmdan bazl havenenin Rmnelide bazl mahallere tahrik ve ifsadI 

mii$temil yazd1klan mektubl.an gotiiriip Tunava kazasmda ahz ve girift olunarak rnii$anm ileyh 

tarafmdan Dersaadete gonderilen Sai Hacl Ahrnedin hin-i istintakmda vaki olan takririnde 

Edimede bazl e$hasm mefsedetleri ve muahharan memuren Belgrada gitmi$ olan Top9u 

Corbaclsl Alinin fesat ba$l oldugu ... i$bu mektub kaziyyesi bu tarafta ueu bulunan liileei Bekta$ 

ve sair pada~lanmn kurduklan fe5adm tetimmesinden oldugu bilinntek hasebiyle bu veehle yeni 
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Therefore, in order to reach a general conclusion, a meeting was held in the 

residence of the $eyhiilislam. The board was including the Grand Vizier, the retired 

$eyhiilislams, the chief judges, nakibiile§raj, Aga Huseyin Pa~a, Mehmed izzet Pa~a, 

and the superintendent of the Asakir-i Mansure corps. The audience decided that, the 

punishment of the Janissaries who penetrated the Mansure corps had to be quickly 

carried out. Another decision was to execute approximately 80 of the exiled 

Janissaries who were continuing to plot actions in their exiled places558 

According to the decision of the assembly, 400 Janissaries who penetrated 

the Mansure army in Uskudar were exiled to Saklz island, 400 to Midilli, and others 

to Bozcaada. Since the former captains who were given the title of silah§orluk 

during the abolition continued to make secret plans against the government, they 

were exiled under the control of the Mirahur Aga. Luleci Bek"ta~ and his comrades, 

who were arrested due to the same reason, were decided to be executed. Thus a large 

scale cleansing movement was started. The decisions of the assembly were reported 

to the Sultan559
. 

ba~tan ikaz-l fesada cesaret maddesi yalmz haber ahnan e~hasm i~i olmayup bu habasette 

behemehal ocak-l sablk takwllndan 90rbacl ve usta bozuntulanmn medhalleri olmak ~phesi bir 

tiirlii zihn-i acizanemden 9IkmadIgmdan... bu gibilerin katilleri ve bunlardan ba~ka elyevm 

Dersaadette olan sabIk Yenigeri agalan ve Zagarcl ve Saksoncu ba~lmn her ne kadar bu fesatta 

medhalleri yog ise de bunlann ciimlesinin Dersaadette bulunmasl miinasib g6rillmeyiip Serasker 

Kapusunda Tomruk agasl olan Sablk Sekbanba~lmn dahl defi lazmleden oldugundan birer 

maha11e nefiyleri: Dolap 2, sandtk 61, Hatt-l Hiimayun No:23, quoted in Uzun9ar~1l1, Kapukulu 

Ocaklan I, pp. 576-578. 

558Ibid., p. 578. 

559 Ibid, p. 579. 
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In reply to the report, the Sultan strongly criticised the superintendent of the 

Mansure corps Saib Efendi and the chief commander Osman Aga for not being 

diligent in controlling the new corps and cleansing them from the Janissaries. He 

added that, in the beginning, since the government was in strong need of registration 

of new soldiers, the inquiries about their origin could be omitted; but after the 

regulation was set up, the inquiry and cleansing operations had to be dealt with 

carefully. He ordered Saib Efendi to be attentive in order to prevent the Janissaries 

from plotting in the new army. He also ordered to cleanse other military units and 

Palace Gardeners from the Janissaries560
. 

The Grand Vizier answered the Sultan that; the cleansing of the Janissaries 

from the Mansure corps would then be strictly carried out. He informed that, both 

Aga Huseyin Pa~a and Mehmed izzet Pa~a were personally participating into the 

cleansing operations. After the Janissaries among the Mansure corps were being 

investigated and gathered in groups of ten or fifteen each, they were immediately 

being sent across the Bosphorus to Anatolia561
. The Sultan warned the Grand Vizier 

that, the execution of the caught Janissaries had not to be made in a hurry and· 

therefore carelessly. Before their execution, they had to be interrogated and their 

d562 comrades had to be learne . 

560 Dolap 2, SandIk 68, BA, H.H. No:47, quoted in UZUll(;:ar~llt, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp. 579-580, 

also Lutfi, Tarih-i Lutfi, Vol. I; p. 171. 

561 Uzun9ar~111, Kapukulu' Ocaklan 1, pp. 580-581. 

562 The Sultan says that; .. , elde olanlan tiz berii idam etmeyiip geregi gibi soylediip kimlerin 

medhalleri oldugunu zahire ~:Jkarmak ve badehu iktiza eden siyaset ve tediplerine balalmahdlr .... , 

Dolap 2, Sandlk 61, BA, H.H. 62, quoted in Uzun<;ar~lh, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p. 581. 
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The warmngs of the Sultan were taken into consideration seriously. The 

Grand Vizier personally interrogated the caught Janissaries among the 'Mansure' 

corps. After their interrogation it was understood that, they were planning a 

rebellion in Rebiulevvel1242. The decision of rebellion was taken by some previous 

Janissaries who penetrated the new army. Their supporters multiplied rapidly when 

some Bekla~i leaders and ~eyhs who, in a way, succeeded to escape from previous 

punishments of the government, provoked their accomplices against the 

government 563. 

In reality before that rebellion preparations, the Janissaries who penetrated 

the new army decided to plot in the Old Palace, which was known as 'Serasker 

Kaplsl '. They were planning to kill Serasker Pa~a and the chief commander Osman 

Aga and to revive the Janissaries. For rebellion, they gathered under the fire tower, 

which was situated in Bab-z Seraskeri, and started a fire there. By firing the tower, 

they were aiming to assemble Serasker Pa~a, Osman Aga and other leaders of 

'Mansure Corps' there and then to kill them. But when the soldiers of Serasker Pa~a 

saw the fire, they.informed him and he instantly sent a message to the Grand Vizier. 

The gates of 'Serasker Kapzsl' were immediately held out by the Sekban soldiers. 

The rebels were caught, sent across the Bosphorus and landed in Uskudar. Their 

leaders were chosen and executed there. Other rebelled soldiers were sent to the 

Dardanelles and then by the order of Kapdan Pa~a they were distributed to different 

regions564
. 

563 Uzun9ar~Ill, Kapukulu Ocaklan 1, pp. 593-594. 

564 Cevdet,Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, pp. 187-188. 
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The second attempt of rebellion showed that the Janissaries would not easily 

give up their Janissarian claims. When the interrogation of 29 persons had finished, 

17 of them were executed: While the members of the new army were executed by 

shooting in front of the soldiers, others were hanged in D skiidar. One of the 29 

committed suicide by poisoning himself and another one died because of his 

corporal punishment. Of the others, ten were exiled while some of them who were 

found innocent were released565
. 

After these rebellion attempts, the authorities decided to act more cautiously 

than before. The Janissaries who were exiled to other provinces were strictly 

followed. After these rebellion activities were divulged, the ones who remained true 

to their Janissarian claims in their exile provinces were executed as well. There were 

various examples of these executions: After the abolition, a Janissary named Arif 

was exiled to Konya. He was also given the title of 'hassa silah$orlugu', but since 

he did not give up the Janissarian claims, his execution was ordered. A courier was 

sent in order to carry out the execution. The courier executed him and brought back 

his severed-head together with a register-book that was containing the record of his 

properties566
. 

The C;orbacI of the 41 st Bolilk regiment named Mehmed and of the 11th 

Bolilk, a certain Ahmed were previously exiled to Adana. The government also gave 

them the title pf 'hassa silah$orlugu', to assure their contentment, but they did not 

give up the Janissarian claims. According to the decree they continued their 

565 Uzun9ar~1l1, Kapukulu Ocaklan I, p.593-594. 

566 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 6712, 23 Cmuaziyelevvel 1242/23 December 1826. 
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conspIracy, so the authorities decided to execute them. Their severed-heads were 

presented to the Sultan by a courier named Abdulvahhab567. 

Also, the sergeant Ali Aga and the c;orbacl of the 13th Bblilk regiment 

Mehmed were previously exiled to another province and were given the title of 

hassa silah~orlugu, but because of their activities for reviving the Janissaries, they 

were also executed and their severed heads were sent to istanbul568
. The previous 

scribe of the 64th Regiment named Ata was exiled to Konya as well. After a 

probationary period, the authorities decided to execute him. His execution was 

carried out and his severed head was brought to istanbul by a courier. The register-

book of his properties was also presented to the authorities569
. 

The punishment of the Janissaries was not always executed following the 

formal and unchanged legal procedures; sometimes request of the relatives for 

special favours to the accused Janissaries might change the decision and save their 

life. The effectiveness of those requests was strongly depended on the influence and 

respectability of the petitioners. In fact, to beg pardon of the Janissaries for their 

influential relatives was not a new thing, there were a lot of examples of this in the 

567 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 21246, 21 Cumaziyelevvel 1242/21 December 1826. 

568 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 44583, 19 ~ebiiilevvel 1242121 October 1826, the name of their exile place 

was not mentioned in the decree. 

569 BA, Cevdet Askeriye 44584, 3 Saban 124211 March 1827; BA, Cevdet Dahiliye 10903, 

1242/1827: According to Cevdet Dahiliyel0903, the previous chief scribe ishak who was exiled 

to Kiitahya, executed there and his cut head was sent to istanbul as weil. 
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preceding times.
57o 

In general, after the abolition of the Janissary army the Sultan 

did not accept this kind of excuses and ordered that the punishment of these 

Janissaries had to be carried out despite all excuses571 . 

The Sultan changed his idea about the strict punishment of the Janissaries 

only in some exceptional cases. One example of that situation is that: Twenty-three 

people of Dlrama were exiled to Danubian regions since they supported the 

Janissaries. One of them named Halid Bey who was the brother of registrar of Egypt 

Mehmed Bey, at that time was in Salonika, so he could not be exiled. The governor 

of Salonika Orner Pa~a begged the Sultan not to punish him. He added that Halid 

Bey was innocent of supporting Janissaries. The Sultan permitted Halid Bey to go to 

Egypt together with his famil/72
. On that development the governor of Egypt 

. reported to the Sultan that these exiled people were inoffensive and harmless ones 

who did not support the Janissaries, and supporting the Janissaries was contrary to 

their beliefs. Hence one of these exiled people was Osman Bey who was the brother 

of Mahmud Pa~a, and he was also innocent of supporting the Janissaries. The 

570 For the examples see BA, H.H. 16428, 1235/1819-1820; BA, H.H. 24558, 1233/1818; BA, H.H. 

24728, 1224/1809; while some requests of pardons were being accepted, some were being 

refused. 

571 As we mentioned earlier, when Aga Hiiseyin Pa~a hesitated to punish some lanissaries because of 

their relation with certain ulema, he warned him and said that; sekiz neferin idama miistahik 

olduklan tebeyyiin etmi~ken filana miiteallik imi~ diyerek blrakmak caiz degildir ... ancak muma 

ileyh Abdurralmum Efendi vak'a-i hayriyede halince hizmette bulunmu~ oldugundan bu hususta 

soziim miismir olmadI diye mahzun olmasl derkar ve a~ikar olmakla buralan <;irmen Mutasarnfl 

Esad Pa~aya mahremane yazlhp biraz ara vererek giiya ecel-i mev'udiyle vefat etmi~ suretine 

koyarak icrasma baksun tamam. Uzun<;:ar~Ill: Kapukulu Ocaklan I, pp. 562-563. 

572 BA, H.H. 24283,4 Rebiiilevvel 1242/6 October 1826. 
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governor of Egypt also begged the Sultan not to punish him, and requested that if the 

authorities did not permit him to come back to Dlrama, could he go to Egypt? He 

added that whether it was possible to ~et free all of them, since they were far from 

the Janissarian claims. As reply, the Sultan ordered to set free all these twenty-three 

peopleS?3. 

It is seen that after the abolition of the Janissary army the government strictly 

controlled the provinces in order to secure the order and more important, to 

centralise its power ¥,1.th a new army "Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye". The 

decrees were sent to all provinces in order to secure their ioyalty. The recruitment of 

the new army in the provinces was started as well. Apart from establishing the 

security in the provinces, the Janissaries and their supporters were severely 

punished. The Janissaries who penetrated the new army were persecuted as well. 

According to Cevdet, during and after the abolition, the number of the executed 

Janissaries was approximately 6.000574
; while of the exiled ones was more than 

20.000575
. 

The persecution of the Janissaries in the provinces was also strictly carried 

out. The authorities succeeded this with vigour and relentless severity. The hatred of 

government for Janissaries went even further to condemning the dead ones; Ortayh 

describes this attitude as "anti-Janissary ideology" and recites an example of news 

573 Ibid. 

574 Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdct Vol. XII, p.179. 

575 Ibid., p.ln. 
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appeared in Takvim-i Vekayi in 1833576
. According to that daily newspaper two 

Janissaries rose from their graves and horrified inhabitants with their attacks in 

Tlrnova
577

. The fact that the official publication of state could give false news even 

after seven years later from the abolition of the Janissary army in order to slander 

the Janissaries is clear evidence to this ideology. 

576 ilber Ortayh, imparatorlugun En Uzun Yiizydl. (istanbul: Hil Yaym, 1983), p. 31. 

577 Reha Camuroglu cites that event from Re~at Elaem Ko«u,Tarihimizde Garip Vakalar, 

(istanbul: 1958), pp. 7-8, (Tak\'im-i Vakayi, 19 RebiUlevvel 1249/5 August 1833), Tlmava'da 

cad! tiiredi. Giin battIktan sonra evlere musallat olmaya ba~lad!. insanlann iizerine ta~, toprak, 

«anak, «olnlek atar. Birka\( erkek ve kad!run da iizerine sald!nnl~. Kasaba hallet bunlann cad! 

denilen habis ruhlann eseri olduguna ittifak etti. islimye kasabasmda cad!clhk ile tamnmt~ 

Nikola ismindeki adam Tlmava'ya getirildi ve sekizyiiz kuru~a pazarhk edildi. Bu adamm elinde 

resilnli bir tahta Yard!, mezarhga gider, tahtaYl pannagmm ustiinde «evirir, resmi hangi mezara 

bakarsa cad! 0 mezardaki rub-I habis imi~. Biiyiik bir kalabaltk ile mezara gidildi. Resimli tahtaYl 

pannagmda «evinneye ba~laymca resim, sagIlklannda yeni«eri ocagrmn kanh zorbalanndan olan 

Tetikogiu Ali Alemdar ile Apti Alemdar denilen iki ~akinin mezarlanna kar~l durdu. Mezarlar 

a«tldl. Cesetleri yanm misli biiyiimii~, letllan ve ttrnaklan da u«er dorder parntak uzann~ 

bulundu. Gozlerini kan biiriimii~, gayet korkun« idi. Bu adamlar sagltklannda her tUrIii fesach 

irtikab etrni~, Ina, namusa, mala tecaviiz etmi~, adam 6ldiirmii~, ocaklan lagvedildigi zaman her 

nasiisa ya~Ianna riayet olunarak cellada verihnemi~ eceliyle oImu~lerdi. SagItklarmda yaptlklan 

yetimerni~ gibi, ~imdi, de halka rull-i habis olarak musallat olmu~lardl. Ali Alemdarla Apti 

Alemdann cesetleri mezarlanndan «lkanldl. Gobeklerine birer aga« kazIk: «aklldl ve yiirekleri bir 

kazan kaynar su ile ha~landl, fakat hi« tesir etmedi. Cadici bu cesetleri yakmak lazlm dedi. Bu 

hususta ~er'an da izin verilebileceginden ruhsat verildi. Quoted in Reha Camuroglu, 

Yeni~erilerin Bekta~iligi ve Vak'a-i $erriye, (istanbul: Ant Yaymlan, 1991), pp., 102-103. 
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7. CONCLUSION 

Very few events have had the privilege to be considered as deeply effective 

as the abolition of the Janissary army in the whole Ottoman history. There exists a 

broad consensus to' recognize this event as a turning point for the Turkish 

modernization among researchers. Hence it was baptized as "the auspicious 

event", Vaka-YI Hayriye by the majority of people who directly witnessed it and 

may be because of this consensus, the explanatory framework is shaped with a 

quite reductionist approach, and ex-post. facto history writing which accepts the 

interpretation of "corruption brought reform, reform brought abolition". 

It is seen that many narrators and historians accepted and used the term 

corruption without any critical framework. They ventured to neglect the fact that 

changes in military structure of the Ottoman Empire were closely associated with 

the changes in social and political structure of it. Hence the usage of the term 

corruption led to prejudices about the Janissaries and became an obstacle in true 

understanding. Thus the image of Janissaries as "corrupted, disordered and even 

anti-order" military units that gradually became a body of "the rabble acting 

violently and horrifying population" hindered drawing a well-defined picture about 

the Janissaries. 

On. the other hand, in front of the huge heap of historical records and 

realities, denying the very existence of a "change" -call it corruption or 

transformation-, 'and its negative effects on the Ottoman Empire would be 

another reductionism in the name of opposing the official history-writing. In fact, 
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although it sounds too ordinary, the reality lies somewhere between these two 

extremes. 

The transformation of the Janissaries cannot be considered in isolation from 

the whole social and political Ottoman structure. Historical records include many 

signs and evidence of smoothing down of the boundaries separating the military 

class from the rest of society. It is seen that there was a two-way traffic between 

the Janissaries and civilian society. While the Janissaries were participating into 

business life, on the other hand, civilians were aiming at infiltrating the Janissary 

army so as to obtain some privileges. What is important is that, this was not out of 

knowledge of the authorities. Their tolerance went sometimes beyond winking at 

those transgressions and because of this reason the authorities that allowed misuses 

or intentionally neglected controls, were themselves responsible for disorder. This 

constitutes evidence to prove that if one mentions "corruption", it would not have 

to be limited only with Janissaries because even the central authorities were 

infected. However since the unit which was transformed faster or beyond the 

control of the government was the armed power, that was responsible for both the 

internal and external security of state, the ruling elite faced with a problematic 

issue. On the other hand, the effects of sky-rocketing developments experienced in 

rival Western world should not be kept out of consideration. Thus within such a 

context it is not surprising to observe a tragic, long and bloody struggle like the 

one happened in the early nineteenth century Ottoman example. 

Mahmud II, who took lessons from the previous attempts of reforming 

army, preferred to move with caution. He waited until 1822 before starting the 

process of reformation, which would end with the abolition, because on the one 
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hand he had to consider the chaotic circumstances of the Ottoman Empire and act 

prudently within a climate where both internal and external problems were 

seriously threatening the state, and on the other hand he wanted to prepare a 

convenient environment to realize his aims. Two acts of Mahmud II, in the fall of 

1822, had become the start of a series of further progress in reorganising the 

Janissary corps; the dismissal ofHalet Efendi from his post and the appointment of 

Hiiseyin Aga to the post of lieutenant general of the Janissary corps. Believing that 

changing the structure of the army was closely associated with his loyal officers in 

the corps, and in the bureaucracy the. Sultan first assured their support and then 

planned to charge them important posts with the chain of promotions. Mahmud II 

was clearly aware of the fact that, in order to reach a final conclusion about the 

Janissaries, he had to win the support of the ulema too, since the power of the 

ulema was not only restricted to their influence on the Janissaries, but also 

extended to common people. Only by way of the ulema support, he could convince 

common people to a radical change in military structure. In addition, he would 

prevent any kind of criticism that would be possibly made by them during the 

subsequent reforms. It is important that, the more Westernising reforms were 

introduced, the oftener the Islamic character of the state was articulated. Thus as a 

result of this policy; , urging the leading ulema to take place in the heart of events', 

the government had largely succeeded in presenting that, all reforms including the 

abolition of the J anissaries were made for the sake of religion and State. 

It is important to note that the reform program of the Mahmud II had 

heavily been affected by Mehmed Ali's army. There might be two possible reasons 

for that inspiration. The first is the influential successes obtained by Egyptian 
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army In suppressing rebels, such as in Crete, Cyprus and the Morea, where 

Ottoman military forces remained relatively ineffective. The second is somehow 

related with the internal policy of Mahmud II, aiming to provide ulema's support 

for reforms. He might have thought that by employing Turkish and Arab trainers 

instead of "European infidels", the conservative reactions would be prevented. 

Mahmud Il's first attempt was manifested in the E~kinci project, which was 

crystallized during a series of meetings attended by distinguished high-ranking 

members of military, bureaucracy and ulema. Thus, with such kind of a wide 

participation that contains all decisive elements, it had to be planned to consolidate 

a collective decision in order to prevent the formation of an opposition. 

E~kinci soldiers were selected from among the Janissary members whose 

origins and families were well known. E~kinci Layihasl included a great detail of 

regarding the formation, training and needs of the new army. In spite of the 

similarities with the Nizam-z Cedid of Selim III, the Sultan and the providers of the 

qkinci project took great care of avoiding any references to the previous attempts 

in order to prevent the Janissaries' reaction. On the other hand, the reformists who 

were worrying about a possible Janissary revolt took every required measure. 

However the first e~kinci drill passed without any incident, and there was also no . 

apparent problem in the following next two days. 

Nevertheless, the lanissaries who showed first signs of revolt on the night 

of 14th June 1826, overturned their cauldrons the following day in their main 

barracks at the Et Meydam. However, Mahmud II and his loyalists, including 

artillery and some other troops, which he had carefully selected and prepared for 

four years, and the ulema whose support had enabled the Sultan to break the 



sympathy of istanbul citizen~ towards the Janissaries, were ready. The Prophet's 

Standard was brought to the Sultan Ahmed Mosque and criers invited all Muslims 

to gather under the Holly Emblem. Consequently supporters of the Sultan, 

including young softas, and ordinary people formed a substantial power in the At 

Meydam. The resistance of Janissaries who were trying to defend their barracks in 

the Et Meydam could not continue under the cannon fire of the artillery. They 

were dissolved and began to flee within a few hours on 15 June 1826. It is 

important that, with a precipitate speed, only two days after the destruction of the 

Janissaries, Mahmud II declared the abolition of the Janissary corps and the 

formation of a new army called Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye. The auxiliary 

corps that supported the Janissaries were abolished as well, while others were 
i' 

organised in a new way. The Sultan did not delay to reward his supporters nor to 

punish the rebelled Janissaries. Arrested Janissaries were either executed or exiled 

while the loyalists were rewarded; Joyal military leaders among former Janissaries 

were retained, and the ulema were given a prominent role in the establishment of 

the new army. Thus one would not be wrong to suppose that such an achievement 

should be based on a certain degree of extended previous planing. 

After the abolition of the Janissary army Mahmud II accomplished the 

complementary phase of eradicating the social and spiritual strength of the 

Janissaries that was especially embodied in the Bekta§i Order. Since over the 

centuries the Janissaries had been identified with the dervi§es of the Bekta§i Order, 

it became equally vital for the Sultan to destroy them. The Bekta§i Order .had long 

been one of the oldest and most powerful of the Janissary allies, and in a way it 

served as its back garden. On the other hand, the close ties with the Janissary 
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Order, which was one of the -if not the most- powerful influence centre of the 

classical Ottoman system afforded a distinguished position to the Bekta$is, as welL 

During the emergence period of the Ottoman Empire, the relationship between the 

Janissaries and the Bekta~i Order was seen as a perfect tool, which strengthened 

the solidarity and unity of the armed force, and provided an ideological base, a 

unified ethic code of acting, and a firm morality. Thus after the abolition of the 

Janissary army, that was the time for the prohibition of the Bekta~i Order. 

Centralised ulema and other religious groups which should have been anxious 

about the power of the Bekta§is through their influence on Janissaries seem to be 

voluntarily participated to the prohibition campaign side by side the government, 

that aimed to centralise all power under its control. 

Mahmud II loaded the burden of resolving the problem emerging from the 

close league between the Bekta§is and Janissaries on the leading ulema, the leaders 

of other religious orders and high officials. It is seen that in the council of 8 July 

1826, the leaders of the Mevlevi, Nak§ibendi, Halveti, Sa'di, and Kadiri Orders as 

well as the orthodox ulema supported the prohibition ?f the Bekta$i Order. Thus 

the first step was taken by the three-partite coalition against the Bekta§i Order. It 

was decided that, the leaders of the Bekta$i Order should be put to death and others 

sent to exile. Just the next day a document that contains the application of the 

punishments of these Bekta$is was provided and sent to the charged people. The 

exile of Bekta$i $eyhs and dervi§es even brought about serious and dramatic 

consequences for their families. The families suffered from poverty and were 

pushed to leave their homes. The campaign against the Bekta$is served those who 
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had resentment against their rivals as a tool to exploit. Hence, this policy was 

turned into a kind of 'witch hunting' that caused many innocent people to suffer. 

In a second council, which was held on August 1, 1826, it was decided to 

expropriate all Bekta~i Tekkes' properties in the provinces as well. Bekta~i Tekkes 

were classified into two groups, as ancient and recently built. Tekkes built earlier 

than sixty years were accepted as ancient and were not targeted; instead they were 

transformed into sunni and especially Nak~ibendi Order Tekkes. However others 

which were called recently built were razed to the ground. Thus the authority was 

planning to turn Bekta~i doctrine into the sunni one by time. 

After the abolition of the Janissary army another concern of the government 

was the provincial repercussions of it. The government strictly controlled the 

provinces in order to secure the order and more important to centralise its power 

with a new army "Asakir-i Mansure-i lv1uhammediye". The suppression of the 

Janissaries in the provinces was so important for the government since, in the 

period when central authority became weaker, it was the Janissaries who took over 

the actual control of power, especially in distant places of the empire, and who 

became the main determinant force in the large cities. On the other hand, the 

government was now aiming at centralizing its power by establishing a strong 

control mechanism all over the empire. Thus the abolition of the Janissaries and 

the reclUitment of the new army namely Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye was as 

prominent in provinces as in istanbul. 

The decrees were sent to all provinces in order to assure their loyalty. The 

recruitment of the new army in the provinces was started as well. Apart from 

establishing the security in the provinces, the Janissaries and their supporters were 
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severely punished. Unexpected attacks and the executions and exiles were the most 

powerful weapons of the government nearly everywhere. Almost all over the 

empire the abolition of the Janissary army was carried out without causing any 

great collective opposition. But among provinces, Bosnia showed the strongest 

reaction in which the city and its quarters were not pacified until early in 1827. 

Two main reasons had underlain behind that reaction. Firstly, because of the 

dev§irme system, the Janissary existence in Bosnia had become a determinant 

factor in the formation of social life, since Bosnia together with its districts was a 

prominent province in providing dev§irmes for the government. Secondly, after a 

stubborn rebellion between 1748-1756, the authorities conceded that all Bosnia's 

Muslims were indeed members of the military class. This privilege gave them 

judicial and tax immunities, and became one of the reasons of strong reaction 

against the abolition since they interpreted the abolition of the Janissary army as 

an end to the privileges. When the reaction was not calmed down, the government 

changed the governor and gave the duty to Abdurrahim Pa~a of Belgrade. Thus, 

due to the strict control and bloody cleansing operation of Abdurrahim Pa~a, the 

strong reaction in Bosnia was pacified early in 1827. 

The Janissaries who penetrated the new army were persecuted as well. The 

number of the executed Janissaries, during and after the abolition was at least 

6.000, while of the exiled ones was more than 20.000. The hatred of government 

for lanissaries went even further to condemning the dead ones; and as we 

mentioned in the fifth chapter, turned to an "anti-Janissary ideology". 

The Janissary corps dated back nearly as early as the formation of the 

Ottoman State. They constituted the centre of power, which fuelied the stupendous 
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growth of the Ottomans, the base of firmness and discipline for the Ottoman social 

structure, the resource where grown not only brilliant military and administrative 

leaders, but also geniuses and masters such as the Architect Sinan. Janissaries 

became an integrated element of ' the people' and hence were playing a major role 

in the classical checks-and-balances system of the traditional society. Within this 

context, inevitably they formed the most obstructive factor against both 

modernization and its sine quo non adjunct, centralization. Janissary corps were 

transforming parallel to the authentic change of Ottoman society driven by its 

internal dynamics and therefore they were increasingly lacking military 

professionalism. Thus they lost their effectiveness against both Western powers 

and local provincial forces; instead they rather became subject of domestic 

politics. 

The abolition of Janissaries was not a sudden and coincidental occurrence, 

but a consequence of a series of internal and external developments, which had 

been maturating for almost one and a half-century. It would be a reductionism to 

represent it as a merely military incident as both the magnitude of its scale and the 

width of scope of its effects over following developments are much more greater 

than a simple military reform. 
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APPENDIX 

CEVDET ASKERiYE 113 

Der devlet-i mekine arZ-l dai-i kemineleridir ki' , 

iznikmid ahalisinden Havadisci Mustafa ve Karakullukc;u Mehmed nam ~ahlslar 

mukteza-Yl ~eriat-l mutahhar iizere nam ve ni~anlan sahife-i alemden ref-i ebedi ile 

refve ilga olunan yenic;eri ocagl gayretke~anhgl daiye-i fasidesinde olduklan haber 

almarak merkumlar dersaadete celb ve izhar ile hal ve keyfiyetleri erbab-l vukuftan 

lede't-taharri fi'n-nefsi'l-ahar merkumlar uygunsuz ve miifsid adamlar olduklan 

tahkik olunmaktan na~i mehabetriz siidur olan hatt-l hiimavull-l c.eladet makrun-l 

mUlukane mucibince merkumlann kavas miiba~eretiyle Hlrsova'ya nefy ve icla 

olunmalarma irade-i seniyye-i ~ahane taalluk buyurulmagm 01 babda ~erefriz sadlr 

olan ferman-l celilii~~an mucibince merkumlar dersaadetten muba:?ir tayin olunan 

bab-t sadr-l ali kavaslanndan kudvetiil emasil velakran Ahmed kavas-l miiba~ir 

terfikan Hlrsova'ya nefy ve irsal olunmalanyla vusullerinde merkumlan Hlrsova'da 

muneffiyen rneks ve ikamet ettirip bila ferman rnahall-i ahere sahverilmeyup 

menfasmda rnuhafazaslyla meks ve tevkiflerine tekayyiid ve vakt-i vusullerin, 

merkumlann muba~iri muavenetiyle dersaadete ilama mubaderet eylemek babmda 

sahife-i efza-Yl ~eriften siidur-l murur olan bir klta ferman-l celilii~~an Hlrsova 

kazaSl mahkemesine lede'd-devr ve't-tescil merkumlar muba~ir tayin buyurulan 

Ahmed kavas terfikiyle Hlrsova'ya dahil ve vasIl olup Hlrsova'da ber muceb-i emr-i 
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ali muneffiyen meks ve ikamet olundugu 01 ki vakiu'l-haldir paye-i serir-i saltanat 

a'laya arz ve ilam olundu. Baki-ul emr hazret-i men lehul-emrindir. Harrere fi 

yevmissalis min ~ehri Muharremu'l-ihram sene semene ve erbain ve mieteyn ve elf. 



228 

CEVDET ASKERiYE 337 

Der devlet-i mekine arZ-l dai-i kemineleridir ki' , 

Anadolu caniplerinden Rumeline muretteb olan asakirin ekseri yollardan ve bazl 

gidenler dahi ifa-Yl memuriyet etmeksizin mahallerinden peyderpey firar etmekte 

olduklan tahkik birle bilcumle tarik ve maabirin sedd u bendiyle 0 rnakule 

firarlanmn sahverilmemesi babmda emr-i celilu~~an isdar ve tisyar klhnrnl~ ise de 

yine bir taklmbi-din ve bi-harniyyet e~has birer takrib firara rahbab olrnalan 

mulahazadan gayri baid ve 0 makulelerin firarlan flrar-l aniz-zahf kabilinden olarak 

siyaseten tedipleri me~ru olmaktan na~i fima ba'd muretteb olan asakirden her 

kanglsl mahall-i memuriyetinden ka91P vilayetine gelur ise sairlerine ibret olmak 

uzere tedib-i ~edid ile tedib kthnmalan babmda bu dailerine ve sancag-l mezkurun 

havi oldugu kazalann h'uzzat ve nevvabl ve sairlerine hitaben ~erefbah~a-i sahife-i 

sudur eden bir klta emr-i celilu~~an sadr-l ali tatarlanndan Said zide kadruhu ile 

reis-i sancak olan Medine-i <;orum mahkemesine lede'l-reside sicillu mahfuza 

bade'l-kayd lazlmul-huzur olanlan meclis-i ~er'e celb ve muvacehelerinde feth u 

klraat ve mefhum-l munifi cumleye ilan ve i~aat olundukta her birileri seman ve 

taatan merasimini bade'l-eda cevaplannda asakir-i murettebenin memuriyetlerine 

ihrac ve azirnetlerinden ila hinde'l an bir ferdi geriye gelrnemeleri hususunda kern al-

i rnertebe dikkat ve sa'y ve gayret uzere olduklanmlzl ve ~imdiye kadar bir ferdi 

geriye gelmedikleri dhaletti'l-hazihi bundan sonra 0 makule bi-din ve bi-cemiyet 

olan firariler geriye avdet ve mahallerine gelmeleri olur ise imtisalen lil'ernri'l-ali 

ibret-i li's-sairin tedib-i ~edid ile tedib olunmalan hususuna agmaz ve rehavetten ve 
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cuz-i taksir etmezden begayet hazer ve ictinab uzere olduklanmlzl der-i deviet 

medara ilam ediver deyu ilhac etmeleriyIe 01 ki vakiu'l-haldir. Bi'l-iltimas paye-i 

serir-i a'laya arz ve ilam olundu. Baki emr hazret-i men lehu'I-emrindir. Harrerehu 

fi'l-yevmi'l-hadi a~ar min ~ehri Muharremu'l-haram sene seb'a ve isneyn ve mieteyn 

ve elf. 
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CEVJ)ET ASKERiYE 1417 

Suvari asker defterinde muharrer memurlara yazllan ferman suretidir. 

Dergah-l muallam kapueu ba~llanndan ber veeh-i sadlkane Bozok ve Kangm 

saneaklan mutasarnft Cabbarzade mir Suleyman dame meeduhuya ve Bozok ve 

Kangm saneaklannda vaki meemu kaza ve kasabat ve nevahiyenin kuzzat ve 

nevvabma ve ~ehir kethudalan ve vUeuh-l memleket ve i~ erlerine hukiim ki; 

Behikmet olundukta bir iki senedir askeri zumresinin vaki olan gayretsizliklerinden 

ve kuffar ile eenk ve eidal esnasmda sabit-i kudum olamaYlp du~manm ytizunu 

gormeden firar-l arini irtikab iIe bozgunluga sebep ve illet olduklanndan dinimizin 

ve miilk ve milletimizin du~mam olan Mosko ve Nemye kefereleri gittikye fureeyap 

olarak memalik-i islamiyeye bir tarafta istila ve asker-i islamm mukabele-i kuffarda 

bu dereeelerde zuhur eden rehavetlerinden na~i a'da-Yl din ber eanibinden arZ-l 

fasidlerini bila me~akkatin kemal-i suhuletle lera etmekte olduklan malum olan 

halattan olup ba'de'l-yevm darb ve harbe kudreti olan ve muslumamm diyenlerin 

uzerlerine malen ve bedenen gaza ve cihad farz-l ayn olduguna kat'en ~iiphe 

kalmamakla bu sene mevanmda darb ve harbe kudreti olanlardan sefere gitmeyiip 

vatanlannda her kim olur ise 0 misilhiler haklannda lazlm olan ukubat bila ihmal 

iera ve saire ibret klhnacagmdan ba~ka uzerlerine farz-l ayn olan cihadl terk ve bu 

kadar din kannda~lanmn ve islam memleketlerinin kuffar ayaklan altmda kalmasml 

teeviz edenler yann ruz-i cezada huzur-l manevi-hakta bervechle cevaba kadir 

olamaYlp Peygamberimiz Efendimiz Muhammedul Mustafa sallallahu aleyhi 
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vesellem hazretlerinin ~efaatlerinden dahi mahrum olarak yiiz karahglyla azab-l 

cahime giriftar olacaklan mustagni-i tarif ve beyandlr. imdi i~bu emr-i ~erifim (ash 

bo~tur) ile ledelvusul sen ki Bozok ve Kangm sancagl mutasarnfI kapucuba~l-i 

muma ileyhsin. Bozok ve Kangm sancaklannda olan mecmu kaza ve kasabat ve 

nevahi ve kazanm piyade yeniyeri bayraklanndan maada suvari darp ve harp 

erbabml kazalann ashab-l nufuz ve iktidan maiyyetleriyle tahrik ve ihrac ve kendin 

dahi malik oldugun suvari askerlerinle ---- teala binnefs azimet ve nevruz-l 

sultanide liva-i ~erif altmda mevcud bulunasm ve add olunan vakitte liva-i saadet 

payesineeri~memek lazlm gelir ise sonra nadim olursun zira geyen sene ve evvelki 

sene asker cenk mevsimi gelip eri~emediklerinden vaktiyle cenge duru~amaYlp kl~a 

yakm cenge muba~eretin kaidesi olamadl bunu dahi bilip ona gore hareket ve 

mugayir-i diyanet ve ----- munacebet ve siz ki memurat ve sair muma ileyhimsiz. 

Siz dahi mazmun-l emr-i ~erifimi mutalaa ve mukteza-YI vakrt ve hali geregi gibi 

mulahaza ederek ana gore bu babda din-i mubine hizmet ve devlet-i aliyyeme ibraz-

1 sadakat eylemeniz babmda. 

Fi evail-i Receb sene 1204. 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 3332 

Saraybosna kadlsma ve hUSUS-I --------erbabma canib-i ~eriat-l garradan memur 

kllman Pirlepeli Ahmed eyalet-i Bosnada vaki kazalann kuzzat ve nevvab zide 

fazluhuma ve mu'teberan-l hademe..:i saltanat-l seniyyemden hala isham mukataaclSl 

olup bu defa canib-i seniyyu'l-menakIb-i padi~ahanemden mahsus tayin ve izam 

olunan mir Mehmed Arif zide mecduhuya ve mufti ve muderrisin ve eimme ve 

huteba ve sair ulema ve suleha zide ilmuhuma ve eyalet-i merkumede kain klla' 

kapudanam ve vUCUh-l ehli ve bi'l-cumle efrad-l rnurninini zide kadruhuma hukum 

ki; 

Kaffe-i ehl-i imana malum oldugu uzere bu devlet-i aliyye-i Muhammediye ve 

millet-i semha-YI Ahrnediyenin kIyamu's-saa seyf-i cihad ile memur olarak cemi 

zamanda a'<;la-Yl diniye mukabil asakir-i muslimin ve gazavat-l muvahhidinin 

vucudundan ahr oldugundan rnucedded bu maksuda rnebni ecdad-l izarnlrn anar 

olundukta bi-rahinihim zamanlannda yeniyeri ocagl tanzirn ve ihya olunup egerye 

ezrnan-l sablkada geyenler mukabele-i a'dada sebat ve rnetanet ve nesteizubillah 

etiu'llah ve etiu'r-rasul ve evliyau'l-emri rnunekkim ayet-i kerimesi mukteza-Yl 

munifi uzere emr-i ulu'l-ernre inkiyad ve itaat ederek yUzlerinden futuhatlar zuhura 

gelrni~ ve anI ann yararhklan g6riilerekce haklannda nice turlu ihsan ve atabetler 

erzan kIlmnll~ ise de sonralan bunlann iylerine bedhah ve havain makuleleri ve 

kefere casuslan huiul ile vaki olan tahrik ve efsadlanna rnebni gunden gune 

edepsizlik ve ~ekavet yolunu tutup eski itaatlan itaatslzhkla mubeddel olarak yiiz 

seneden beru din ve devlet-i aliyyeye etmedikleri hiyanet ve melanet kalmaml~ ve 



ezcumle kay defadlr vaki olan seferlerde ttirlu ttirlu fesadlar ylkanp bila muharebe 

dagilarak bunca klla ve memalikin eyadi-i kiiffarda kalmasma ancak bu taife-i 

mahzule sebeb-i mustakar olmu~ olduklan cihetIe ba'de'zin dahi bunlar boyle durur 

ve hal boyle kalur ise maaza'llahu teala a'da-Yl dinin azgmhgl artlp fena netice 

verecegi a~ikar oldugundan evvel emirde aher turlii bir~ey denilmeyerek fakat 

dinimiz di.i~manlanmn zayi-i harbiye ile ve kolayhkla nakes olduklan gayeye 

mukabil-i bil misl suretini istihsal zlmmnda va'du ---(ktsa bir ayet mevcuttur) 

kerimine imtisalen ocag-l mezkurdan biraz tiifenkyi neferatl tahririyle talim ve 

taallum ettirilmesi hususuna bab-l fetva penahide ma'kud-l meclis-i ~urada ittifak-l 

umum-l ulema ve icma-l ummet ile karar verilip kendileri dahi bu surete tav'an raZI 

olarak ocakya taraf-l devlet-i aliyyeme mehabb-l ~eriyye ve senedd-i a'ta ile hilafma 

hareket etmeyeceklerine ve herhalde din ve devlet-i aliyyeme itaat ve inklyad 

eyleyeceklerine ahd ii peyman eyledikten sonra yine mecbul olduklan ~ekavet ve 

habaset muktezaSl iizere defaten lafz-l ahd u peyman ve bagteten izhar-l bagy ve 

tugyan ile hUruC-I ale's-sultam ------- ictisar ve nehb-i emval ugratIlml~ olduklanna 

binaen zaten hilafethan-l miilukanem dahi avn ii inayetbari ve imrar-l ruhaniyet 

hazret-i risaletpenahiye ittika ve istinad ederek uzerlerine memurlar sevkiyle ekseri 

ahz ve girift olunarak her biri ~eriat kthcma ugraYlp su-i i'mallerinin mucazatlll1 

gormii~ ve bundan boyle bunlar beka-Yl namlanyla beraber her ne vechle tedbir 

olunsa milsemmir ve miiessir olunamaYlp yani bir muddetten beru cehele-i ehl-i 

islam iyinde guya yeniyerilik dedikleri din ve devlete itaat etmez ve emru'llahi'l-

emre kar~l durur bir serbest-i milletin hukmune girip bu keyfiyet ise hlfz olundukta 

millet-i islamiye arasmda dunya ve ahirete mazrir fitne-i azime kabilinden olarak 

tecarib-i sablkaya nazaran ba'de'zin dahi her ne tiirlu lslah ve terbiyeye yah~sa 
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mumkiin olamayacagl cumle indinde tebeyyiin etmi~ oldugu ecilden cedd-i 

emcedim Sultan Siileyman Han Gazi aliyye rahmetu'llahi bari hazretleri kendi 

zamanlannda bu ocagm tanzimini 01 vaktin hiikmiince iimmet-i Muhammede haylrh 

goriip ihya etmi~ oldugu misillii ~imdi dahi defan li'l-fesad bunlann kulliyen mahv 

ve ilgaslyla ani ann yerine Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye iinvamyla din ve 

devlete yarayacak asakir-i cedide tertib ve tahrir olunmasl mutlaka yine ummet-i 

Muhammedin selah-l hal ve selamet-i ahvalleri iyun lazlm gelmi~ oldugu icma-Yl 

ulema-Yl din ve ittifak-l amme-i muslimin ile karargir olmak mulabesesiyle 01 

vechle ber-mukteza-Yl ~er-i mutahhar Yeniyeri ocagl kulliyen ref ve imha ve nam ve 

ni~anlan sahife-i alemden mahv ve ilga kIlmarak fima bad memalik-i mahrusa-i 

islamiyede Yeniyerilik lafzl ile'l-ebed lisana almmamak ve bilad-l islamiyenin hiy 

birinde ba'de'zin Yeniyeri zabitligi ve serdarhk ve zagarclhk ve yOrbaCllIk payesi ve 

m~an davasl kalmayarak mukaddemden Yenic;erilige mensub olunanlar bundan 

soma sair efrad-l muminin misillu canib-i ~eriat-l garradan ve taraf-l e~ref-i 

padi~ahanemden mensub-l viizera ve mir miran ve hukkam-l ~er ve sair memleket 

zabitlerine her halde itaat ve inkIyad edip zinhar iylerinde kitabu'l-Kuran ve ittifak-l 

ummet-i islamiyeye muhalif soz soylemeye kimesne cesaret etmemek ve eden 

olursa haklannda lazlm gelen muamele-i te'dip bide imhal icra klhnmak ve 

yedlerinde ocaga mutealltk olan orta malI ve kazgan ve yapraz ve sair e~ya ahz ile 

kazgan ve e~ya-yl saire klla-i hakaniyem cebehanelerine vaz olunup aynen yaprazlar 

beytul mal iyun dersaadetime irsal olunmak babmda bundan akdem bil cumle 

memalik-i mahrusama ,evamir-i aliyyem ne~riyle ilan ve i~aat olunmak ve bu 

mazmunda eyalet-i Bosna iyun dahi hala Bosna valisi vezirim el hac Mustafa Pa~a 

ecille lehuya ve sen ki Saraybosna kadlsl mevlana-Yl muma ileyhsin sana ve sair 
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iktiza edenlere hitaben mahsusen ve tafsilen bir kIta emr-i ~erifim lsdar ve mahsus . 

kaplclba~l tayiniyle tisyar kIlmml~ olmakla Rumeli ve Anadoluda vaki ~arken ve 

garb en mecmu' memalik-i mahrusa ve serhadat-l hakaniyem ahalileri gayret-i 

diniyye ve besalet-i islamiyeleri muktezasl uzere ~er-i ~erife ve emr u ferman-l 

padi~ahaneme surat-i imtisal ile ibraz-l kemal inktyad ve itaat ve bel ki bu keyfiyeti 

haklannda mehass-l lutf ve tevfiku'l-hay bilerek cumlesini derhal yolda~hk ve ni~an 

davasmdan kulliyen ------- ve feragat birle her nerede ocag-l muigaya mutealhk 

e~ya var ise kIla cebehahelerine vaz ve yaprazlar dahi taraf-l ~er-i ~eriften ilam ve 

vUcuh ve a'vat caniplerinden te~ekkuru mutazarmmn mazhar u arzuhal ile der bar-l 

~evket-karanma takdime musaraat olunmak ve iylerinde ashab-l tahayyuz ve 

i'tibarun olup din-i mubin ve devlet-i aliyye ebed nhnem ugrunda emek ve 

hizmetleri sebkat ederek avatlf-l aliyye-i mulukaneme mustehak olanlarm bi't­

tahkik hal ve ~anlanna gore kimisine kaplclba~tllk ve kimine dahi silahdarhk 

rutbeleri ve payeleri itabet ve ihsan kIlmml~ olup Bosna memleketi dahi memalik-i 

mahrusa-i padi~ahanemden ve ahalisi dahi ehl-i islam ve eshab-l diyanetten 

olmalan hasebiyie anlar dahi bu hususta ~er-i ~erifin hukmune mutabaat ve her 

halde itaatl cumleye vacib olan emr u ferman cihan-metalma inkryad ve mutavaat 

ederek ve bel ki ~u ocag-l mulga ---- cumle ummet-i Muhammed uzerinden 

kalkmasllli mumin ve muvahhid olanlar haklannda mehass-l inayet ve lutfbari 

bilerek ez dil u can ifa-Yl ~ukr ve mahmedet ve her halde i'zaz-l din-i mubin ve 

makhuriyet-i kefere-i mu~rikin ve avane-i an samimi'l-kalb i~tigal ve mudarebet 

eylemeleri lazlmeden iken zila olunan emr-i ~erifimle muba~ir-i muma ileyh i$bu 

dogru Tlravnik'e canib mU$arun ileyhe vanp emr-i ~erif-i mezkur Tlravnik 

mahkemesinde cumle vUcuh ve ahali muvacehesinde lede'l-kIraa bazlsl izhar-l 
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muvataat ve binlzl dahi tereddud ile nihayet Saray kasabasl ahalisi ne derler ise 

anlar dahi oylece hareket ve muvafakat edeceklerini beyan etmelerine mebni 

miiba~ir muma ileyh Tiravnik'den Saray kasabasma gelip emr-i ~erif-i mezkur 01 

tarafta dahi feraset ve a'dat olundukta ocag-l mulgaya mensub olanlann iyIerinde 

bazl mufsid ve bedhah makuleleri adem-i diyanet ve kemal-i hamakatlanndan na~i 

gayret-i cahiliyeye dfl~erek izhar-l tereddiit ve muhalefet vadisinde tavlr ahp derun-l 

memlekette ihtilal ylkarml~ oldukIanndan ba~ka etrafta kendileri gibi bazl kendini 

bilmez ve haYlr ve ~erri fark ve temyiz etmez esafil ve hazale taklmml dahi meram-l 

fasidlerine te~vik ve sair sadedil ahali eyaleti dahi tevhi~ zaimiyle ash yoktan bir 

taklm eracif ylkanp guya ba'de'1-yevm muslim ve reayanm beher olanIanndan ayda 

iki defa yirmi~er kuru~ miri ve bag ve bagye ve tarlalan hasadatmdan evlerine 

gortirecekleri aZlClk mekulatlanndan klymetine gore gumriik alacak ve tlmar ve 

zeamet ve ------ reaya elinde olan tarla ve arazi cumIeten miriye zabt olunacak ve 

reaya her kim olur ise oIsun eger ki ekinden bag ve bagyesi mahsulatmdan kuvvet 

iyun dibacesi verildikten sonra fazlasml miriye zabt blmacak ve evlatlan asker 

yazllmak iyiin ahmp aher diyarlara gonderilecek imi~ diyerek bi-esb ve bi-esas 

ihtira' etmekte olduklan eracif ve ekazibe sair bir tabm sadedil kimesneIer dahi 

inamp derun-l memlekette bir tabm giiftegu ve byl u kal peydaslyla emr ii ferman-l 

~ahanemin tenfiz ve icrasmda tereddut ve bataet ile yeniyerilik davaSl heniiz ortadan 

kaldmlmadlgl bu defa bi'l-istihbar-l tahkik-kerde-i ~ahanem olarak vali-i mii~ar ve 

muba§ir-i muma ileyhuma taraflanndan buna dair heniiz bir gune tahrirat viirud 

etmemi~ ise de bu suret dahi ihtidalden na~i keyfiyet-i hali inha ve tahrire zaferyab 

olamamalanndan ne~et eylemi~ idiigi rivayet olmakta olup be-tevfika-i team §U 

ocag-l mulga hakkmda Rumeli ve Anadolunun ~arken ve garben havi oldugu 
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memalik-i islamiyeden hi<; bir beldede bir gune byl u kal vuku bulmaYlp kaffe-i 

ehl-i iman ez mal u can memnun ve miite~ekkir olup da Bosna gibi makarr-l ulema 

ve siileha olan mahaide maaz olundukta ~er-i ~erife ve icma-i iimmet-i islamiyeye 

miinafi olarak boyle bazl ------- ve fesede giiruhunun bir vakitte devlet-i aliyyemin 

hayal ve hatmna gelmeyen 0 makule ------ ve hezeyanmdan ibaret oiacak ve 

guftegulanna miima~at ve muvafakat suretiyle emr ve irade-i seniyyemin infaz ve 

icrasl hususunda tereddiit ve bataet olunmasl mucib-i istigrab olur bir keyfiyyet 

eddiigi cumle indinde zahir ve hayli ve halbu ki lillahi'l-hamd ve'l-minne zaman-l 

madelet iktiran-l ~ahanemde bunca sinnin ve a'lamdan beru din ve devlete ve kaffe-i 

ummet-i Muhammede guna gun hiyanetleri ciimle indinde gune~ gibi zahir olan ~u 

yeniyeri ocagmm ber vech-i suhulet ref ve ilgasl mehaSS-1 tevfik ve inayet-i ribayet 

ve rrievhibe-i hamdaniye bilerek hayii metin-i ~eriat-i mutahharaya evvelkinden 

birkay kat ziyade tevessiil ve ikdam birle her bir umur ve hususun mukteza-Yl ~eriat­

i mutahharaya tevfika-i ruiyyet ve ieraet ve bu ana kadar anlann yUziinden devlet-i 

aiiyyemin dii<;ar oldugu telefattan devlet-i bi'z-zarur ihtiyar olunan baZI tekalifin 

dahi tahfifine dikkat olunmakta ve oeag-l miilgamn yerine be-tevfiku'llahi teala 

tertib ve ihya olunan Asakir-i :Mansure-i Muhammediye 'i<;in gerek Anadolu ve 

gerek Rumeli tarat1annda imdiye kadar hiybir kimesneye eebr ve ----- olunmaYlp 

herkes Kendi hahi~ ve flzaslyla feve feve gelip yazllmakta olup bu suretlerde 

tekevvun eden eraeif bir tabm kefere easuslannm ve gerek ~Urut-l imane ettigini 

fade ve temyiz etmez ve haYlf ve ~errini bilmez bir takun echel ve ebter ve hazele 

makulesinin ba~laf1 altmdan ne~et eyledigi ve anlara muvafakat maaza'l1ahi teala 

selb-i esasi ahali-i memleket ve fukara-Yl ra'bet-i miistelzim olarak sebep olanlar 

hakkmda diinya ve ahirette miieddi-i ------ ve hiisran olaeagl tariften mustagni ve'I-
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has II cemi zevnde maksud-i padi~ahanem her taraflll kemaI-i asayi~le zat-l ~evket 

simat-l cihandaraneme vedia-i canib-i rabb-l izzet olan fukara ve zuafa ve uceza-i 

berayamn saye-i merahim-vaye-i ~ehr-i yaranemde gunude pester emn ve istirahat 

olmalan ve her halde a'da-Yl kelimete ------ ul-ulya ve mudafaa-i surur-i a'ia ve 

sailinin istihsali ve cuzi ve kulli her bir hususta mukteza-Yl ~er-i ~erifin icra ve 

ikmali hususlanna masruf ve muhassar ettigi bedihi ve hatta ocag-l mUlga 

havanesinin ser ru~te-i klyl u kal ittihaz eder ----- ta'lim ve taallum maddesinin 

me~ruiyyeti keyfiyeti bi'l-fi'l ~eyhulislam ve muftiyii'l-enam olan Kadlzade Mevlana 

Mehmed Tahir edamellahu teala fazale-i din istifta olundukta a'da-YI din ile 

muharebe vukuunda asakir-i islam olan harbiyenin isti'malini ve keferenin funun-l 

harbiyede ------- bilmeyip kefere-i mu~rikine galebe edemediklerinden esteizu 

bi'llah va'du ileyhim rna esteta'tum min kuvvete nazm-l kerimine imtisalen vakt-i 

cihatta kefere-i ------- uzerlerine galebe i9un asakir-i islamlll alat-l harbiye ittihazl 

lazlm olur mu el cevab olur ve bu surette alat-l harbiyeyi isti'mal umur-l sanaiyeden 

olup keyfiyyet-i isti'malini bilmek talim ve taallum ile olacagl bedihi olmakla 

emiru'l-muminin padi~ah-l islam haldu'llahi teala hilafeti ila yevmi'l-klyame 

hazretlerinin asakir-i islama hinin talim eylemelerini emr u tenbih buyurmalan emr­

i me~ru' olur mu el cevab olur deyu muteaddid fetva-Yl ~erife verilmi~ olarak 

elhaletu. hazihi dersaadetimde ve Rumeli ve Anadolu'nun muteaddid mahallerinde 

bi't-tensib tertib olunan Asakir-i Mansureden ba~ka her memlekette mecmu ehl-i 

iman dahi kendi hahi~leriyle hod be hod talim ve taallume sa'y ve verzi$ uzere 

olduklan li'lahi'l-hamd saltanatu's-seniyye-i ebediyyu'd-devamlm hakklllda ----­

ileyhden ma'dur iken bu sene ahalinin bu vechle din ve devlete adem-i itaat ve 

butu.n aleme muhalefet vadisinde mesmu' olan su-i hareketleri vaki' midir ve elan 



239 

anm uzerinde lSrar ve taannud uzere midirler yoksa iylerinde insaf ve diyanet ashabl 

digerlerine galebe edip de ~imdiye kadarcumlesinin akllian ba~lanna gelerek 

tenfiz-i emr ve irade-i seniyye-i ~ahaneme mubaderet etmi~ler midir 01 tarafa vanp 

re'yii'l-ayn ekleyerek henuz akll1an ba~lanna ge1memi~ise vaki-i hal ve tenbihat-l 

~ahanemi her birinin mesami-i intibahlanna etraflyla takyin ve tefhim ve 

kendilerini gaflet ve cehaletten ikaz ve tahzir zlmnmda evvel emirde canib-i ~eriat-l 

garradan ve taraf-l devlet-i aliyyemden memurlar ta'yin ve i'zam olunmasma dahi 

irade-i ma'delet ifade-i mulukanem suduruyla muma ileyhuma mahsus memur ve. 

ta'yin kllmml~ olmaktan siz ki mevlana ve kuzzat ve nevvab ve mufti ve ulema ve 

sair muma ileyhimsiz. Ma'rifetiniz ve memur muma ileyh ma'rifetiyle mukaddemce 

~erefriz sudur olan emr-i celilU'l-karanmda tafsil ve beyan klhndlgl vechle bundan 

boyle yeniyeri ocagl ve yeni<;erilik naml ve yolda~hk tabiri ve ni~an da'vasl ve 

yeni<;eri zabitligi ve serdarhk lafzl ve turnaclhk ve zagarclhk payeleri ber muceb-i 

fetva-Yl ~erife kulliyen bi'l-cumle memalik-i mahrusa-i ~ahanemden ref-i ebedi ile 

ref ve ilga kllmml~ oldugunu ve mukaddem yeniyeri inadmda bulunanlar bundan 

boyle sair efrad-l muminin gibi canib-i ~eriat-l garradan ve taraf-l saltanat-l 

seniyyemden mansub villat ve hukkam-l ~er'i ve sair zabitana itaat ve inkiyad ile 

herkesi lrzve edebiyle mukayyed ve kar ve kesb ve hiraset ve ticaret vaziyetleriyle 

me~gul olarak her halde ~eriat-l mutahhara muktezasmca amel ve hareket eylemeleri 

ve yeni<;erilige mUtealhk olan orta mall yapraz ve kazgan ve sair e~ya her ne 

bulunur ise dev~irulUp kazgan ve sair e!?ya klla-l hakaniyem cebehanelerine va'z ve 

yaprazlann aynen dersaadetime irsali hususuna ihtimam ve dikkat klhnmasl ve 

bundan boyle dahi zinhar ve zinhar tereddut ve muhalefet suretlerine lsdar olunmak 

laZlm gelir ise evvela sebep olanlar hakkmda acilen ve ecelen ve himmet-i azimeyi 
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muceb ve saniyen bunlann efradlyla sair ehl-i ummet-i Muhammede dahi maZarrat-l 

------ yi muteveccib olacagml sagir ve kebircumlesinin gu~-l hu~lanna geregi gibi 

telkin ve tenbihe mubaderet eylemeniz fermamm olmagm sahife-i pira-YI sudur olan 

hatt-l humayun-l ~evket-makrun -1 mulukanem mucibince tenbihen ve te'kiden 

mahsusen i~bu emr-i celilu'l-kadrim isdar ve memur muma ileyhuma ile irsal ve 

tisyar olunmu~tur. imdi mazmun-l emr ve irade-i ~ahanemi cumleye gizlice ifade ve 

beyan ile sair memalik-i mahrusa-i islamiye misillu 01 tarafta dahi ba'del-yevm 

yenigerilik lafzlm hi9 ferd agzma almayarak kaffe-i efrad-l muminin canib-i ~er-i 

~eriften ve taraf-l saltanat-l seniyyemden man sub vlilat ve hilkkam ve zabitlerine 

itaat ve inklyad eylemeleri esbablm istihsale sarf-l ruyet ve kazgan ve 9apraz 

misillu octa mall olarak her ne var ise cilmlesi toplamp kazgan ve sair e~ya 01 tarafta 

kain kIla' cebehanelerine va'z ve teslim ve 9aprazlar aynen dersaadetime tesyir birle 

miktar ve kemiyyetini mubeyyin mahza defterlerinin irsali ve takdimine musaraat 

eylemeniz kati matlub-l ~ahanem idilgin ve bundan boyle i~bu icma-l ilmmet ve 

ittifak-l umuma mugayir soz soyleyen ve kar~l duranlann ber mukteza-Yl ~eriat-l 

mutahhara haklannda lazlm gel en tedibat-l me~ruamn bila imhal icrasl suretine 

te~ebbils kllmacagmdan ba~ka tezekkUr-i hissi haklannda muceb ve himmet olacagl 

malumunuz oldukta ber vech-i me~ruh amel ve hareketle infaz-t emr ve iradesi 

kat'an cihandaraneme mezid-i sa'y ve gayret ve hilafmdan begayet ittika ve 

mubaadet eyleyesiz ve siz ki memur muma ileyhimsiz mazmun-l emr ve irade-i 

semyyem ----
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 6712 

Mazmun-l kaydl ba~a ~erh verildi. 

Devletlu, inayetlu, mehabbetlu, atifetlu, refetlu, finni'mi cezi1iillutful ekrem 

efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

Ocak halkmdan bundan akdem kenduye has sa silah~or1ugu itaslyla muebbeden 

mertebel Konya'da ikamete memur buyuru1mu~ olan Arif nam kimesnenin bu defa 

hakkmda ferman-l kaza cereyan edup 01 babda idam ve izalesi9un celadetriz sudur 

olan emr-i ali ve mazmununca emirname-i samileri vurudunda tlbkI ferman-l ali 

uzere merkum derhal idam olunup heman dersaadete C;lkanlacak tatanmlZ kullanyla 

ser-i bediresi irsal ve galtide-i hakpay-i ali1eri klilmp keyfiyeti natlk bir kIta ilaml 

ve maktul-i merkumun yanmda mevcut e~ya ve nukudu her ne ise iktiza eden mahza 

defteri derun-l arziye-i 9akeri leffen takdim kt1mml~ oldugu ifadesi zeria-i izhar-l 

uburetimiz olmu~tur. in~aal1ahu teala ledissa'delvtisul mehatt-l i1m mekkar-l 

me~mul fi---- buyuruldukta 01 babda emr-i ferman devletlu inayetlu mehabbetlu 

atlfetlu refetlu finni'mi cezi1ulliitful ekrem efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 23 C 1242 Seyyid Ali 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 8593 

Yeniyeri agasma hukiirn ki; 

Dergah-t rnuallarn YeniyeriIeri ------ asIen zurnere-i vahide iken devIet-i aIiyyernin 

guzide ve rnurntaz askeri oIrnaIanyla tevfir ve teksir ve cengaverlik ve 

~ecaatperverlik resrnini tefbirn ve zabt u hiss-i terbiye ve rnerasirn-i eda-Yl taIirn ve 

hin-i iktizada irnaI ve istihdarn iIe a'da-Yl ----- ahd ----- ------ oirnak iyin cernaat ve 

boluk . ve sekban itibanyle ba~ka ba~ka rnalurnu'I- aded ortalara tevzi ve taksirn 

olunrnalanyIa neferat-l rnezkure ortalanyIa rnernur olduklan sefer ve rnuhafaza ve 

sair hizrnet-i din ve devlet-i aIiyyede kernal-i adap ve rnerdane ve dilirane hareket 

ile huner ve ~ecaatleri zahir olup ortasmda ----- hizrnet ile terbiye gorrneyip ocagm 

kanun ve kaidesine vaklf oIrnaYlp ve hiss-i adap ile rnueddip olrnayanIar yarnakhk 

ile serhada gitrneleri hilaf-l kanun ikenrnurur-l eyyarn iIe bu kaide-i kadirne-i 

rnustahseneye ragbet ve ocagm hiss-i nizamlUl siyanette ihtirnarn olunrnamagla 

neferattan bazl hevalarma tabi oianiar ortasl hizrnetinden nukul ve ------ ve gUzar iIe 

heva-i nefsini eda iyin ber takrib iIe esarnml serhadIardan birine yarnak ettirip ve 

asImda ortasmda hizrnetini sebkat etmeyip ve tertip gorundugunden vardlgl 

rnahaide kendi halinde durrnaYlp ve arZl ile muteber olmaYlp hevasmda olan erazil 

ve e~has ile ------ ve hilaf-l ~er-i ~erif guna gun fisk ve fucura rnubaderet ve ihtiiale 

bais envai kusurattan hali olmamakla bazl serhadiarda vuku bulan ihtilal dairna bu 

makule yamak neferatmm su-i hareketlerinden ne~et eylernegin bu gune ocagm 

kanun ve kaide-i rnustahsene rnugayir ihtilale rnueddibi olan ernr-i rnustenkerin def 

ve refi ve husn-i nizaml kadimin rnuraatl ehernm-i rneharn lazlmul ihtirnarn-l devlet-
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i aliyyemdenolmakla fima bad bir serhadden be ferman-l ali aher mahalle 

naklolunan ortamn neferatllldan birisi yaniak olur ilmidiyle ortasllldan geriye 

olmaYlp velyevm serhadlarda bulunan yamaklardan maada gerek asitane-i saadette 

ve gerek garbi mahallerde olan ortalann neferatllldan bir ferdin eSamlnI ortasllldan 

ref ve yamakhk ile bir serhada kapatmaylp bundan sonra bila ferman-l milceddiden 

yamak olmamak uzere muhkem tenbih ve bu emr-i ~erifimin ~urutu desturu'l-amel 

klllllmak i<;in yeni<;eri kaleminde bir suret-i sebt ve daima mucebiyle amel olunup -­

---- hilafetten begayet ittika ve ihtiraz olunmak bablllda ferman-l ali~amm sadlr 

olmu~tur. Buyurdum ki; 

Fi evaslt-l Muharrem sene 1140 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 8714 

Der deviet mekine arZ-l dai-i kemineleridir ki 

KlryUVa kazasmm ulema ve suleha ve eimme ve hattab ve bilumum ehl-i islam 

kuBan mahfil-i kazada ~oyle takrir-i kelam eylediler ki kilfran-l nimet-i celile-i 

cenab- 1 padi~ah-i olan yeniyeri hunesi ba-yemin himem-i ------ hazret-i tacdar-l 

karin-i izmihlal ve mukarrer ve meskenleri tavtil ve ibtal ve biavn-i inayet-i rabb-i 

muin Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye tahrir ve talim ve taalhimde olup bilumum 

ahali-i memalik-i mahrusa-iil malik-i ~ahane devam-l eyyam omr-i devlet-i padi~ahi 

ve ezviya ve fevz ii hazret ve ~evket tacdari ve davet-i hayriyesine muvazabat 

olunmakta olup taife-i miilahededen Bekta~i namlyle aleme ------ olan giiruh-l 

mekruhun ~er'an cezaSl lazlm gelenlerinin tediplerinin icrasl ve sairleri tard ve tebid 

ve nefy ve icla ve tekye ve zaviyeleri kIla' ve hedm olunmak hususuna rave-i aliyye­

i katla-i mulukane taalluk buyurulmu~ ittiigu kazamlz ayam Veliddin bey kullanmn 

malumu oldukta mir muma ileyh kullan devlet-i aliyye-i ebediyyet karinin bende ve 

bendezade haYlrhah ve ferma ------ ve infaz-l irade-i aliyye-i miilukaneye siirat-i 

imtisal ider abd-i sadlk ettiigiinden derun-l kazamlzda KlryUvaya be~ saat me safe 

olan tekye-i harabede bulunan be~ altl nefer bekta~ilerin mahiyetleri mestur 

olunmagm hazele-i merkumeyi derhal tekye-i harabe-i mezkureden ihrac ve derun-l 

kazadan tard ve tebid ve nefy ve icla birle tekye-i mezkure filasl harab bir mahal 

olmakla hazele-i. menfiyenin mahalli ikametleri hedm ve tahrib olunduktan sonra 

infaz-l irade-i aliyye-i cihandariye surat ve imtisal olundugu derbar-l ~evketkarara 

ilam ediyor deyu bu dailerine ilhac etmelerine· keyfiyyet-i hal ------ minval idugine 
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ilm-i daileri dahi mahit olmagm hakikati.i'l-hal bi'l-iltimas der devletmedara arz ve 

ilam olundu. 01 babda ve herhalde emr u ferman derbad-l ~evket karanndlf. 

Filyevm (bo~) min~ehri Muharremul harem sene isneyni ve erbain ve mieteyn ve 

elf. 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 14990 

Edirne'de ikamet etmek iizere halen <;irmen sancagl mutasarnfI vezmm Esad 

Mehmed Pa~a ecille lehuya ve Edirne kadlsma dergah-l muallam 

kapucuba~llanndan Edirne bostanclba~lsl elhac Abbas bey dame mecduhuya ve 

<;irmen sancagl mutasarnflannm zir-idarelerinde olan kazalann kuzzat ve 

nevvabma ve ayan ve sair zabitan ve bil ciimle i~ erleri zey-i kararhum'a hiikum ki; 

Ciimleye malum oldugu iizere yeniyeri ocagmm ref ii ilgaslyla yerine tevfikullahu 

teala din-i miibin ve devlet-i aliyye-i ebedrehnem hizmetine yarayacak vechle 

Anadolu ve Rumeli taraflanndan mikdar-l kifaye muallem Asakir-i Mansure-i 

Muhammediye tertip ve tanzimi icma-l ulema ve ittifak-l reaya karargir olduguna 

binaen halen Kocaeli ve Hiidavendigar sartcaklan mutasarnfl ve Bahr-i siyah 

bogazmm Rumeli canibi muhafIzl istavrozlu Hiiseyin Pa~a ecille lehu bi'l-istiklal 

Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye seraskeri nasb olunarak tiz elden dersaadetimde 

bir ordu tertip olmak uzere gUzide ve tiivana yigitlerden on iki bin nefer asker 

tahririne ~uru' ve muba§eret olunup elhaletu hazihi peyder pey tahrir ile talim ve 

taallum ettirilmekte ise de hin-i iktizada bu kadarclk asker ile i~ bitmeyip avf u 

inayet-i rabbaniye ile beherhal Anadolu ve Rumeli taraflanndan kulliyetli Asakir-i 

Mansure tahrir ve tanzimi lazlmeden oldugu zahir ve niimudar ve ber mukteza-Yl 

~er-i ~erif i~ bu muallem asker tertibine te§ebbusten makasud-l ash miicerred a'da-Yl 

din ile mukabele bil 'misl usuleti letafetiyle tahsil ve talim ve taallum ile levazlm-l 

funun-l harbiyeyi kema yenbagi irad ve tekmil ederek ledel-hacet dinimiz 

dii§manlanna galebe suretinin istihsaliyle a'da-Yl kelimetullahil aliyye niyet-i 
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halisesinden ibaret ve yeniyeri nammda olan havane-i e~kiyanm dahi ~imdiye kadar 

bu sureti istemeyerek ttirli.i ttirhi fesad ve melanete te~ebbusleri mutlaka kar u 

menfaat ve ------ ve rahat-l gaziyle dinlerini dinlerine degi~ir du~man dini mubinle 

bir nev lanet kabilinden olarak esfar-l vaklada yi.izlerinden yekilen uygunsuzluklar 

mustagni-i tarif ve i~aret olup her ne ise bi hamdihi teala zaten meliku's-saffat-l 

cihandaramm bu kerre avf u inayet-i hazret-i muntakim kahhar ve imrar-l 

ruhhaniyyet cenab-l slrrul ebrar ile yeniyeri e~kiyasmm nam ve ni~anlanm ruy-i 

arzdan kUlliyen ref ve imha ve kuvva-i din ve devleti muceddeden te~yid ve ihyaya 

muvaffak olarak bundan boyle dahi himmet-i ------ hadivanem i~ bu Asakir-i 

Mansure-i Muhammediyenin her tarafta teksir ve tevfir ve talim ve taalhimleriyle 

dinimiz du~manlanna galebe suretlerinin istihsali emrine masruf oldugu zahir ve 

a~ikar ve Edirne havalisi asker yatagl mahaller oldugundan mahrusa-i Edirne'de 

dahi Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediyeye mahsus olmak uzere bir adet kl~la 

in~aslyla mikdan vafi asker tahriri icab-l hal den ettigi bedihi ve beridar olduguna 

binaen sen ki vezir-i gayri tesmir mu~arun ileyhsin marifetinle zir idarende olan 

kazalardan beher tertibi maa zabitan bin be~ yi.iz yirmi yedi nefer olmak uzere 

~imdilik iki tertib asakir-i mansure tahririyle Edirne'de talim ve taallum ettirilmesi 

hususuna irade-i seniyye-i mulukanem taalluk edup 01 babda hatt-l humayun ubuhet 

makrun-l cihandaranem sahife-i piraye sudur olmu~ ve tiz elden biraz tufenk ve 

yaztlacak neferat ve zabitamn kisveleriyun numune olmak suretiyle bir kat elbise ve 

hin-i tahrirde yazllacak neferatm dersaadetimde oldugu misillu bekar ve tamu'l-aza 

ve guzide ve mutena,olmasma dikkat etmek ve badehu talim ve taallum ettirmek 

uzere iki binba~l ve iki~er nefer sag ve sol kol agalan ve iki nefer katip ve bir 

topyUba~l ve tranbetesiyle beraber bir nefer tranbetyi ve yaztlacak neferatm iktiza 
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eden melbusat ve mekulatlanm marifetinle tanzim iyun rical-i devlet-i aliyyemden 

hala asakir-i mansure naZlfl iftiharul-hac ibrahim Saib dame meeduhu tarafmdan bir 

nefer adam bais ve tisyar olunmu~ ve neferat-l merkumenin elbise ve tayinat-l 

lazlmelerine sarf olunmak uzere ~imdilik tertib ba~ma alel-hesab iki~er yUz kese 

akye gonderilmi~ ve be tevfikan teala bu defa asitane-i saadetimde tiz elden sekiz 

tertib ve on iki bin neferden ibaret bir ordu itibanyla tahrir ve tertibi iera olunan 

Asakir-i Mansure hakkmda tanzim olunan kanunname-i humayunumun fakat beher 

tertibe lazlm geleeek neferat ve zabitamn mikdar ve kemiyyeti ve nizam ve silsile 

ve maa~ ve mahiy~ ve sairelerinin suret ve keyfiyeti mutalaasmdan malumun olarak 

01 tarafda memur-l tahriri oldugun iki tertib asakir-i mezkurenin tahrir ve tanzimini 

ek tatbik ve ikmal i9un ~imdilik bir klta suret-i tarafma bais ve irsa1 k11mml~ 

01makdan na~i vUsul-i emr-i ~erifimde meebur oldugun asar-l hayr-i hahi ve sadakat 

ve muktezaYl mehamm-~inasi ve ruyetin uzere 01 mikdar asakir-i mansureyi 

gonderi1en harun-nekir kanunname-i humayunum suretine tatbikan inzimam-l rey ve 

marifetin ve gonderi1en binba~l marifetiy1e ash ve nesli malum ve seneleri dahi on 

be~inden ------- otuz ya~ma kadar geny ve ruvana bekar yigitlerden bilmuayene 

tahrir ve iktiza eden melbusat ve mekulat1an bu tarafdan tayin ve irsal 01unan 

memurlar marifetleriyle tanzimine ve bir tarafda yazllanlara zabitan nasbl ve elbise 

ve esliha i'taslyla ale'd-devam talim ve taallumlerine ihtimam ve dikkat eylemek 

fermamm olmagm tenbihan ve ikraren mahsusen i~bu emr-i celul kadrim isdar .... 

(metinde bo~tur) .... ile irsal olunmu~dur. imdi bu halde miad-l ihyaya berveehle 

makis olmayup din-i .mubin hizmeti olduguna binaen bu emri vaeibu'l-itinaya ikram 

ve gayret edenler -------- mazhar-l fevz u saadet olacaklan vareste-i kayd-l i~aret 

olmakla, goreyim seni meftur oldugun gayret-i diniyye ve besalet-i islamiyye 
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muktezasl uzere ~u Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediyeye ash ve nesli malum guzide 

ve mu'tena ve gene ve tUvana yigitlerden olmak uzere inzimam-l rey ve marifetin 

ve gonderilen binba~l marifetiyle heman tahrire muba~eretle muddet-i kalile 

zarfmda tekmil ve temmim ve iktiza eden melbusat ve mekulatlanm bu tarafdan 

tayin ve irsal olunan memurlar marifetleriyle tanzim ederek ve bir tarafdan 

yaztlanlara zabitler nasb ve elbise ve esliha ita eyleyerek talim ve taallumlerine ve 

bu babda igmaz ve rehavetle ash ve nesli malum olmayanlardan ve mest ve ihtiyar 

ve amel-i mande guruhundan olmamasma kemaliyle ikram ve sa'y-l azim eylemek 

matlub-l mUlukanem eddugi malum-l gayret-i melzumun oldukda ber vechi me~ruh 

amel ve harekete ve iera-Yl emr ve irade-i ~ahanem1e ifayl levazlm-l kar-l a~inayl 

der-diniyye sarfve sa'y ve makderet ve hilafmda tevakki ve mubaadet eylesin ve siz 

ki mevlana ve bostanelba~l ve kuzzat ve nevvab ve sair muma ileyhimsiz. Mazmun-

1 emr ve ferman-l padi~ahanem sizin dahi mahdumunuz olarak mu~arUn ileyhin emr 

ve iradesi veehiyle neferan-l merkumenin ba avn ve gayret-i hazretbari muddet-i 

kalile zarfmda tahrir ve tekmilleri hususuna bi'l-ittifak sarf ve sa'y ve makderet ve 

kusur ve tekasul vukuunu teeviz ile mesul ve muatlb olmakda begayet tevakki ve 

mubaadet eylemeniz babmda. 

Fi evahir-i Z 1241 

Bir sureti Nigbolu ve Vodin saneaklan mutasarnfl ve Vodin muhaflzl Vezir ibrahim 

Pa~a ecille lehuya v,e Tlrnavi ve Ruseuk kazalanndan maada Vodin ve Nigbolu 

saneaklannda vaki kazalann hukkamma ve saire zikr olunan kazalardan bir tertib 

asker tahririyle ve dinde talim ve taallumlerine mubaderet eylemesi«un kl~la 
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maddesinden Sarf-l nazar ve binba~l ve sair memurlar ve aIel hesab iki yiiz kese 

akye gonderildigi beyan klhnarak asIa tatbiken. 

Bir sureti Silistre Valisi Vezir Esseyyid el-Hac Ahmed Pa~a ecille lehuya ve Silistre 

sancaglllda vaki kazalann hukkamllla ve saire liva-i mezburda vaki kazalardan bir 

tertib asker tahririyle Silistre'de talim ve taallumlerine dikkat eylemesiyun Vodin'e 

yazlldlgl gibi. 

Bir sureti Selanik ve Kavala sancaklan Mutasarnfl Vezir Omer Pa~a ecille lehuya 

ve Selanik sancaglllda vaki kazalann hukkamllla ve saire evlad-l fatihandan ba~ka 

Selanik sancagl kazalannda bir tertib asker tahririyle Selanik'de talim ve taallume 

mubaderet eylemesi9un ----------. 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 16171 

Der devlet-mekine arZ-l dai-i kemineleridir ki 

Devlet-i aliyyenin kadim ocaklan bunca seferlerde yararhk ve hamiyyet ibraz edup 

nice nice futuhat-l celileye mazhar olmu~lar iken nizam-l cedit namlyla muhaddis 

olarak icad olunan asker sene-i sablkada ref olunmu~ iken sonradan yine bir takrib 

meydana 91kup bu keyfiyyet-i nizamat-l miilkiyeye mugayir olunmagm fima bad 

itibar-l hazret-i" ~ahane kadim ocaklara olup nizam-l cedit askeri dersaadetten 

kiilliyen kaldmhp ve badelyevm olmamasl matlub-l hazret-i ~ehirpayi olunmakla 

nizam-l cedit askeri olan mahallerden bi'l-ittifak kaldmlmasl hususuna miisaraat 

olunmak babmda Anadolunun sag kolunda vaki viizera-Yl izam ve mevali-i fiham 

ve kuzzat ve nevvab ve seyairlerine hitaben ~erefriz sudur olan emr-i celilu!?~an 

mucibince mektub-l aga-yl yenigeriyan dergah-l ali canib-i ocag-l amirede miiba!?ir 

tayin buyurulan Sertunah umdettil emacid velayan kethuda cay-l esbak Yusuf aga 

kullan yediyle Slhlu kazasl mahkemesine ledel viirud bilciimle lazlmul huzur 

muvacehelerinde feth ii klraat ve sicill-i mahfuza kayd ve sebt birle mazmun-l itaat 

makrum ilan ve i~aat olundukta seman ve taan merasimini badel eda ber tlbk irade-i 

hazret-i cihandari amel ve harekete mubaderet ve fuzununa eyyam-l omr ii devlet-i 

hazret-i zillullah davat-l hayriyesine muvazibet ve musaberet olundugu 01 ki vaki-i 

haldir. Bilitimas paye-i serir-i alaya arz u ilam olundu baki emr hazret-i men lehul 

emrindir. Harrere fi evaili min ~ehri Muharremul harem sene erbaa ve i~rin ve 

mieteyn ve elf. 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 21234 

Devletlu, utufetlu, murtivvetlu, refetlu, veliyyii'n-niam, Sultamm hazretleri 

Ocag-l mUlga mensubamndan der aliyye sakinlerinden altml~ dart cemaatin bayrak 

agasl olup orta yazlclsl Tosya'h Mustafa ve Sanklz semtinde yirmi sekizin orta 

yazlclsl Halil ve Laleli kurbunda sablk tufekyiba~l beraber pes vech-i hanede on 

yedinin oda ba~lsl Ali nam ~ahlslann bazl ifsada dair uygunsuz hareketleri tahakkuk 

ettigine mebni der saadetten tard ve tebidleri lazlm gelmekten na~i fima bad Itlak 

olunmamak ve iyal u evladlanm yanlanna celb ile iskan ve ikamet eylemek ~artlyla 

seddulbahr kale sine nefy ve iskan ettirilmesi babtnda savb-t" ~akariye hitaben 

~erefaray sunuh eden emr-i ali ile merkumlar kavvasane hazret-i sedaretpenahiden 

muba~iri Osman kavas bendelerine terfikan bogaza ledel vUsul ber mantuk-l emr-i 

~erif matrud merkumlar muba~ir-i merkum bendeleriyle mahall-i menfalan clan 

seddulbahir kale sine irsal ve iyal ve evladlanyla kale-i mezburede muebbeden meks 

ve iskan ettirilerek bila emr-i ali hatve-i vahide aher mahalle sahverilmemek emrine 

dikkat olunacagl ifadesi vesile-i arZ-l ------ hulus senaveri olmu~tur. in~aallahu teala 

karin-i i ilm-i meali-i rehnileri buyuruldukta canib-i rabba meccanilerin tevcihat-l 

mehasin ayatlanyla ~erefrehin buyurulmak ------ ~akaranemdir. 

Fi 11 Receb 242 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 21246 

Mazmun-I kaydi balasllla ~erh kIlllldl 

Devlethi, inayethi, merhametlii, refetlii, ubbehetlii, veliyyiinni'am kesiru'l-cud ve'l­

ekrem efendim, Sultamm hazretleri 

Ocag-I mulga yOrbaCllanndan olup mukaddema kendiilerine has sa silah~orlugu 

ihsan olunan sabikan kIrk bir b61iigun yOrbaClsl Mehmed ve on bir yOrbaClsl Ahmed 

nam kimesneler derkar olan uygunsuzluklanna mebni Adana'ya akdemce nefy ve 

ida kIllllml~lar ise de merkumlar evvel ve ahir a1et-i fesad-l adem olduklanndan her 

ne kadar dersaadetten tebid ve takrib olunsalar dahi yine terbiye ve Islah kabul 

etmeyerek habaset ve me1anet icraslllda lsrar ve inhimak iizere olacaklan a~ikar 

olmaktan na~i merkumlann idam ve izaleleri hususuna irade-i celladan ifade-i 

hazret-i tacdari taalluk ederek 01 babda mehabetriz sudur olan ferman-l ali ve 

kaime-i veliyyii'n-niamleri viirudu anda icra-Yl irade-i seniyye klhnarak ber muceb-i 

fermude-i aliyye ser maktulan tatar yakeri Abdulvehhab kullanna tevdian takdim-i 

atabe-i ulya kIhndlgl in~aallahu teala mehatt-l ilm-i kainat ~umul asfaneleri 

buyuruldukta 01 babda emr-i ferman dev1etlu, inayetlii, merhametlu, refetlii, 

ubbehetlii, 'veliyyu'n-niam 

hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 21 C 1242 

viifuru'l-cud ve'l-ekrem efendim Sultamm 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 21923 

Der devlet mekine arZ-l dai-i kemineleridir ki 

Bu defa ref ve ilga olunan Yeniyeri ortalanndan elli ikinin mutevellisi Ahmed nam 

~ahls kendi halinde olmayup vazifesun hariy kelam tefevvuhuna ve fesadl mucib 

eracif ne~rine cesaret eyledigine mebni merkumun te'vile-i emsalinin ter'ib ve 

terhibi lazlmeden olmaktan na~i yavu~ muba§eretiyle li-eclitte'dib Hlrsova'ya nefy 

ve ta'zib, merkumu tayin olunan divan-l hiimayun yavu§lanndan kldvetii'l-emasil 

ve'l-akran Celil yavu~ zide kadruhuya terfikan Hlrsovaya nefy ve irsale milsaraat, 

vUsuliinde merkumca 01 tarafta miineffiyen meks ve ikamet ve hatve-i vahide 

mahall-i ahere sahverilmeyiip muhafazasl esbabl istihsale tekayyiid ve dikkat ve 

vusulunii muba~ir-i yaVU§-l akdem ile dersaadete ilama miibaderet olunmak babmda 

~erefriz siidur ve vilrud olan ferman-l cihanmeta' tayin buyurulan <;avu~ 

miiba§eretiyle Hlrsova kazasl mahkemesine ledel viirud vel kayd ve lsm-l 

mutavaatml bade'l-eda seman ve taaten· olmakule hilaf-l nza harekete miitecasir 

mutevelli Ahmed nam ~ahls ber mantuk-l emr-i ali Hlrsova'da miineffiyen meksve 

ikamet ve hatve-i vahide mahall-i ahere sahverilmeyiip merkumun muhafazasl 

esbabma takayyiid ve dikkat olundugu 01 ki vakiii'l-haldir. Bi'l-iltimas paye-i serir-i 

saltanat a'}aya.arz-l ilam olundu. Bakiii'l-emr hazret-i men lehul emrindir. Harrerehu 

fil yevmi's-sabi min §ehri Saferu'l-hayr sene isna ve erbain ve mieteyn ve elf. 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 22402 

Divan-I hiimayunumda <;avu~ba~1 Vekili Ali Necib Bey dame vecduhuya ve Burusa 

naibi bu defa ber muktezaYI ~eriat-I mutahhara icma-I ummet ve ittifak-I umume ile 

ref ve ilga olunan yenic;eri ortasl mutevellilerinden Hocapa~ah Murabbahacl HafIz 

hilaf-l ~eriat-I garra ve mugayir-i emr ii nza hareket ictira eder erbabmdan oldugu 

tahkik olunarak te'dibi lazlm gelmekten na~i merkumun c;avu~ muba~eretiyle 

li'lhabs-i te'dib Burusaya nefy ve ta'zib olunmasl fer man olmagm imdi sen ki 

<;avu~ba~l Vekili muma ileyhsin merkumu tayin olunan divan-I humayun 

c;avu~laf1ndan ..... (ashnda bo~tur) c;avu~ zide kadruhuya terfikan Burusaya nefy ve 

irsale muraat ey1eyesin ve sen ki naib muma ileyhsin vusu1unde merkumu 01 tarafda 

muneffiyen meks ve ikamet iddirup bila ferman itlakmdan mucanebet ve hatve-i 

vahide mahall-i ahere harekete ------ ruhsat olunmak lazim ge1ir ise mesu1 ve muatlb 

olacagml bilUp ana gore muhafazasl esbablm istihsa1 01una ve vusulunu muba~ir-i 

c;aVU~-1 merkum ile dersaadetime tahrir ve ilama muba~eret eyledigi babmda 

F i evasitl Za 1241 



256 

CEVDET ASKERiYE 22403 

Rala. Silistre valisi vezmm elhac Ahmed Pa~a ecillelehuya ve divan-l 

hiimayunumda <;avu~ba~l vekili Ali Necip Bey dame mecduhuya 

Bu defa mukteza-Yl ~er-i mutahhar iizere ittifak-l umume ve icma-l iimmet ile ref ve 

ilga olunan yeniyeri ocagl ortalanndan a1tml~ solaklann ustasl Seyyid Mehmed 

hilaf-l ~eriat-l garra ve mugayir-i emr ii nza hareket ictira eder erbab olduguna 

mebni takhik olunarak tedibi lazlm gelmekten na~i fimabad merkumun Itlak 

olunmamak ~artlyla lilhabs-i tedip <;avu~ miiba~eretiyle Silistreye nefy ve tazib 

olunmasl fermamm olmagm imdi sen ki <;avu~ba~l vekili muma ileyhsin. Merkumu 

tayin olunan divan-l hiimayunum yavu~lanndan (ash bo~tur) <::avu~ zide kadruhuya 

terfikan Silistreye nefy ve irsale miiraat eyleyesin ve sen ki vezir mii~ariin ileyhsin 

vusuliinde merkumu miineffiyen meks ve ikamet ettirip bila ferman It1akmdan 

miinacebet ve hatve-i vahide mahall-i ahere harekete sahverilmemesi hususuna 

kemaliyle itina ve dikkat ve vusuhinii miiba~iri yaVU~-l merkum ile dersaadetime 

tahrir ve i~aret eylemek babmda. 

Fievaslt-lZa 1241 

Bir sureti 

Yine yaVU~ba~l vekili IDlr muma ileyh Nigde kazasl naibi (ash bo~) ikinci 

karakollukyu Ahmedin canib-i mezkura mebni ~art-l mezbur elinde yavu~ 

miiba~eretiyle Nigde kazasma tabi Everek karyesine icrasl iyun; 
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Ash gibi. 

Bir sureti, 

Yine yaVU~ba~l vekili mir muma ileyh Tolcu naibine ve Kaslmpa~a <::orekyiler 

kethudasl Kel Omer nam ~ahsm dahi canib-i mezkura mebni ~art-l mezbur elinde 

yavu~ muba~eretiyle Tolcuya icrasl iyun 

Bir sureti, 

Yine yaVU~ba~l vekili mir muma ileyh ve isakyl naibine yavu~laf1ndan ocaktan 

mahrac Habib ustanm canib-i mezkura mebni ~art-l mezbur elinde yavu~ 

mtiba~eretiyle isakylya ic1aSlyUn. 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 23023 

Velinimet-i mubinim, merhametlu, ubbehetlu, efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

Yenigeri tayifesi yine hiyanet-i sablkalann izhara miitecasir olduklanndan ittifak-l 

amm ve icma-i ehl-i islam ile nam ve ni~anlan ruy-i zeminden biitiin buron ref ve 

imha buyurularak yerlerine muallem Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye iinvamyla 

din ve devlete yarayacak ve gaza ve cihadda du~mana cevap verecek asker-i zafer­

peyker tahrir ve tertib buyuruldugu ve bu asker-i mansure Hudavendigar sancagl 

mutasarnfl devletlii veliyyti'n-niam Hliseyin Pa~a Hazretleri serasker nasb 

buyurulmu~ olduguna fima bad mecmU-l ehl-i islam ve kii9iik ve buytik 

iimmet-i seyyidu'l-enam ve ulema ve sair ocaklar halkI ve umum nas bir vticud 

gibi olarak birbirlerine din kannda~l nazanyla bakarak ortada aynhk ve gaynhk 

olmamak ve maksud-l ash ve cumleye farz-l ~er'i olan ------ ------ ------ el muin 

------ din-i miibin ve icra-Yl ~eriat-l seyyidul murselin emrinde ittifak-l amme-l 

ihtiyar ve te~ebblis olunan masiahat-l hayriyyede kaffe-i ehl-i iman muttefik ve 

muttehid olup hilaf-l hareketten miinacebet olunmak ------ ve vukuatm beyan 

ve tafsilatml mutazammm Rumeli ve Anadolunun U9 kollanna ve cumle 

memalik-i mahrusaya evamir-i aliyye ne~riyle ilan buyurulmu~ oldugu 

mazmununda abd-i acizlerine ------ (metnin 9urukliigii sebebiyle okunmamaktadlr) 

ibaresini ruh-i alem olan ~evketIu, mehabetlu, keramethi efendimize ve vtikela-Yl 

saltanat ------ ve miibarek ------. duasma muvazlbat ve irade-i seniyyenin dahi 

biharfin icrasma dikkat ve sarf-l mukadderet olunmakta ettigi beyam vesile-i 

arZ-1 ubudiyyetim olmu~tur. 
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01 babda emr u ferman dev1et1u, merhametlu, ubbehetlu, ve1iyyunnimet-i 

mubinim efehdim Su1tamm hazretlerinindii. 

Fi Z 1241 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 25937 

Mulga yeniyeri ocagllllll yevmiyelerine dair defatir olup olmadlgl ~ifahen sadlf olan 

ferman-l alileri mucibince ~akirdler halifesi Ali Efendi kuBan nezd-i yakeriye celb 

ile ledessual yevmiyelerin niZamlll1 havi ve kuyudatllli muhtevi olup ~akirdler 

halifesi olanlann yedlerinde olan ceride ve defatirin cumlesini bun dan akdem 

getirip teslim etmi~ velhalet-i hazihi gerek kendisinde ve gerek sair ketebesi 

yedlerinde hUSUS-l mezkura dair defter ve evraka mutealhk bir~ey kalmaml~ ettugini 

ifade etmi~ ve ocag-l umur ve sair maan mahv ve ilga olunan cebehane ve sipah ve 

silahdar ve bblukat-l erbaa ocaklanmn yevmiyelerine dair olan defatir ve evraklll 

cumiesi ve canib-i miriden mubayaa olunan yevmiyelerin senedatt defterhane-i 

amire ittisalinde kain aklamlll battallan vaz'llla muhasses olan mahzene vaz' olunup 

el yevm-i derun mahzende mevcut oldugu malikane halifesi ve ba~ muhasebe ve 

mevkufat kisedarlanndan tahkik olunmu~ ve mulga yeniyeri yevmiyelerine 

mutealhk olup ~akirdler halifesi yedinde olan defterlerden ba~ka yeniyeri katib 

efendilerin konaklannda mahfuz olan defatir ve evrak dahi ocaglll mahv ve ilgasl 

esnaslllda Hacl Saib Efendi bendeleri marifetiyle cumlesi ihrak edilmi~ oldugu 

haber verilmi~ olmakla mahzen-i mezkurda mahfuz olan defatir ve evrak-l saire bi­

lUzum oldugunabinaen taraf-l vakeriden adem tayiniyle hiy birisi terk olunmayarak 

Ayasofya hamamllllll kulhanllla ilka ile ihrak olunarak cumlesinin itlaf ettirilmesi 

muvaflk emr-i samileri ise. 

Fi 26 Safer 1242 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 29546 

Dergah-l ali yeniyerileri ocagmm eski kanunlan icraslyla ~an-l kadirnini yerine 

geturiip ihya olunmasma irade-i ~ahane taalluk ve ekseri nizarnlan bozulup ez­

cumle yevrniyeleri guna gun tezayiid olup rnevacipleri verilrnesinde emval-i rniriye 

kifayet etrneyecek dereceye vanp bunun sebebi yeniyeri agalan ve ocak katiplerinin 

rnahlulatl ketm ve hilaf-l kanun na-ehle furnht ettiklerinden ve sefer vukuundan 

bern rnustehak olmayanlan akye ile turnaCl ve haseki ve yOrbaCl tekaudleri edup 

yevrniyeleri boyle telef bide kanun-l devIet ve ocaga riayet etrnediklerinden 

olmakla bundan sonra yevrniye ahmp satllrnarnak ve rnahlulat ketrn olunrnarnak ve 

akge ile na-ehle turnaclhk ve hasekilik ve 90rbaclhk tekaudlukleri verilrneyip eger 

bu nizam ve ~urutun hilafma gerek katib ve gerek sair her kim cesaret eder ise elleri 

kat' ve eezalan tertip olunup boy Ieee iera olunsun deyu ikiyuz dort tarihinde 

muteaddid hatt-l htimayun ~evket makrnn sadlr olmakla bu defa sahib-i arzuhal 

Yusuf agaya u9yiiz akge verilmesi hatt-l humayuna mugayir oldugundan ba~ka 

sairlerine dahi sirayet ve beytu'l-mal-i musliminin hasaretini mueebdir. 

Fi 2 M 204 
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CEVDET ASKERiYE 32916 

Divan-l hiimayun <;avu~ba~l vekili Ali Necib bey dame mecduhuya ve Kostence 

naibine hiikiim ki; 

Bu defa ber mukteza-Yl ~eriat-l mutahhara icma-l ummet ve ittifak-l umum ile ref ve 

ilga olunanyeni<;eri ortalanndan a1tml~ dort cemaatinin miitevellisi Hacl Orner 

hilaf-l ~eriat-l garra ve mugayir-i emr u nza harekete ictira eder erbabmdan oldugu 

tahkik olunarak tedibi lazlm gelmekten na~i fi'ma bad dersaadetime ayak basmamak 

ve ebedi Itlak olunmamak ve Itlakma dair arzuhal takdimine her kim cesaret ederse 

01 dahi nefy ile tedip olunmak uzere katIe bedel merkum miiebbeden Kostence 

kale sine nefy ve tazib olunmak fermamm olmagm imdi sen ki <;avu~ba~l veki1i 

muma ileyhsin merkumu divan-l hiimayunum 9avu~lanndan tayin olunan <;avll~ 

Zeyd kadriyle terfikan Kostence kalesine nefy ve irsale miisaraat eyleyesin ve sen ki 

naib muma ileyhsin vusulunde merkumu 01 tarafta muebbeden meks ve ikamet 

ettiriip bila ferman 01 taraftan hatve-i vahide mahall-i ahere harekete ------- ruhsat 

olunmak lazlm gelir ise mesul ve muatlb olacagml bilip ana gore muhafazasl 

esbablm istihsal halinde ve vusulunu muba~iri <;aVU~-l merkum ile dersaadetime 

ilama miiba~eret eyledigi babmda 

Fi evaslt-l Za 1241 
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CEVDET ASKEIDYE 44583 

Devletlu, inayetlu, atlfetlu, muriivvetlu, veliyyu'n-niam efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

Ocag-l mulga taklmmdan olup kendulere hassa silah~or1ugu ihsan buyurulan 

sablkan ba~yavu~ Ali Aga ve on uy bolugun yOrbaClsl Mehmed nam kimesneler bu 

tarafa gonderilmi~ ise de zatlannda mezkur olan habaset ve melaneti icra daiyesinde 

olduklan tahkik buyurularak izaleleri babmda sudur eden emr-i ali mucibince 

merkumlar idam ve ser-i maktulan irsal olunmaslm emr-i reside-i etmile-i tanzim 

olan fermanname-i sami-i hazret-i sadaretpenahileri mucibince derhal ikisi dahi 

idam olunup ser-i maktulan irsal klhndlgl bimennihi teali mehatt-l ilm-i alem aray-l 

veliyyu'n-nimaneleri buyuruldukta emr u ferman devletlu, inayetlu, atlfetlu, 

miipJvvetlu, veliyyu'n-niam efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 19 R 1242 
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CEVDET ASKElUYE 44584 

Devlethi, inayetli.i, ubbehetli.i, atlfetlii, re'fetlii veliyyii'n-niam celiyyii'l-1utf ve'l­

ekrem efendim, Sultamm hazretleri 

Yenigeri kalemi ba~ halifesi sablkan altml~d6rt yazlclsl olup bundan akdem ba emr­

i ali Medine-i Konya'ya nefy ve ic1a olunan Ata nam kimesne min ba'di lslah nefisle 

terbiye kabul eder makuleden olmadlgl derciyle heman merkumun idam ve 

izalesiyle ser-i maktuunun dersaadete irsali hususu irade-i keramet ade-i hazret-i 

zillullahi iktizasllldan olarak 01 babda sadlr olan emr-i ali bu defa savb-i 

bendeganemize ledel-viirud der akeb merkum oldugu mahalden ahz ve tlbkl irade-i 

aliyye uzere idam olunup ser-i bediresi ve yamnda olan e~yasllllll dahi defteri 

tatanmlZ kullanyla tisyar olunarak ifa-Yl irade-i seniyyeye ibtidar olundugu ifadesi 

i~bu arize-i bendegi tarakkum ve takdimine badi olmu~tur. in~aal1ahu teala mehatt-l 

ilm-i asfaneleri buyuruldukta 01 babda emr u ferman devletlu, inayethi, ubbehetlu, 

atlfetlu, re'fetlu, veliyyii'n-niam, celiyyu'l-lutf ve'l-ekrem efendim, Sultamm 

hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 3 ~ 1242 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 17315 

Devletlii, inayetlil, merhametlil, ubbehetlil, re'fetlil, veliyyii'n-niam sahibii'l-lutf ve'l­

ekrem efendim hazretleri, 

Devlet ve ikbal-i ebedi veilbbehet ve iclal-i sermedi ile sag olsun arZ-1 hal-i 

kullandlr ki bu esnada der aliyyede Yeniyeri taifesinin isyan ve tugyanlanna mebni 

iizerlerine memurlar tayin ile kahr ve tedmirleri milbaderet olunarak kI~lalan ihrak 

ve ber mukteza-Yl $er'-i ~erif ve vaki olan ittifak-l ara mucibince salah-l hal-i alem 

iyun ocagm isim ve resmi terkin ve kanun-l kadimi aher heyetle tecdid kIlmarak 

fima ba'd yeniyerilik naml kiilliyen ortadan kalklp amn yerine muallem Asakir-i 

Mansure-i tv1uhammediye iinvamyla din ve devlet-i aliyyeye yarayacak ve gaza ve 

cihadda du~mana cevab verecek kifayet mikdan asakir tahrir ve tertib buyurularak 

yeniyerilik naml ve anlara mahsus olan zagarclhk payesi ve turnaclhk ta$ra 

memalikte yeniyeri zabitligi ve serdarhk lafzl ve yeniyeri yolda~lIgl ta'biri ve ni$an 

da'vasl kulliyen ortadan kaldmldlgml herkese ifade ve tebeyyiin ile Sam-l ~erifde 

yeniyerilik iddiasmda olanlar bundan boyle sair efrad-l mii'minin misillil canib-i 

~eriat-i garradan ve taraf-l e~ref-i hazret-i padi~ahiden milteayyin vUzera-Yl izam ve 

hukkam ve sair memleket zabitlerine itaat ve inklyad ederek ve herkes ehl-i lrzitgl 

taklmp kar u kesb ve ziraat ve hiraset ve ticaret ve san'atlanyla me~gul olarak her 

halde mukteza-Yl ~eriat-l mutahhara ve astl milshimanlIga lazlm olan tavlr ve 

meslek uzere hareket, eylemelerini ve iylerinde hilaf-l ~eriat-l garra hareketi vukua 

gelenlerin ve i~bu ittifak-l amme ve icma-l ilmmet-i Muhammediyeye mugayir soz 

soyleyen ve kar~u duranlann ber muceb-i fetva-Yl ~erife ~eran lazlm gel en ceza-yl 
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sezalan icra kilmacagml gu~-i hu~lanna ilka ve telkine mi.ibaderet ve bu tarafta 

mevcud yeniyeri zabiti ve neferatt yedinde bulunan kazgan ve yapraz ve sair bunlar 

gibi ocaga mi.itealhk her ne var ise ba'de'zin yeniyerilik mi.ilga olduguna mebni 

yedlerinden dev~iri.iIi.ip kazgan ve sair e~yayl Sam kalesi cebehanesine va'z ve 

teslim birle mikdar ve kemiyyetini mi.ibin defterini ve beyti.i'I-male teslim iyi.in 

aynen yapraZlanlll dersaadete irsal ve takdime mi.isaraat ve'l-hasll fima bald 

yeniyerilik naml Iisana ahnmayup mecmu' ehl-i islam din ve devIet bendesi olmak 

ve ehI-i lrzhkta mi.ittehid ve yek vUcud gibi olarak mi.ishimanhkta ci.imlesi bir tavlr 

i.izere oldukya meyan.elerinde aynhk ve gaynhk olmamak ve iylerinde yaramaz ve 

mi.istehakk-l te'dib olanlann laZlm gelen te'dibatlan icra kIlmmak hususianna bi'l­

ittifak ihtimam ve dikkat olunmak babmda tenbih ve te'kidini havi bu kullanna ve 

Sam-l ~erif kadlsl faziletli.i efendi abd-i dailerine ve ci.imleye hitaben ~erefriz sahife­

i sudur olan ferman-l celili.i'~-~an dergah-l ali kapucuba~llanndan utufetli.i Mehmed 

Emin Bey kullan mi.iba~eretiyIe reside-i dest-i ta'zim ve mazmun-l mi.inifi karin-i 

Itla' bende-i sadakatvesimleri olup her halde infaz-l emr ve irade-i saltanat-l 

seniyyeye mi.isaraat vacibe-i zimmet.,i ubudiyetimiz olmaktan na~i derhal meclis-i 

~er-i enverde ci.imle vUCUh-l memleket mahzannda emr-i ~erif-i ali~an feth-i.i klfaat 

ve mazmun-l mi.inifi mi.inadiler sevk ile nida ettirilerek ammeye ilan ve i~aat olunup 

ci.imle sekene-i memleket merasim-i sem' ve taati bade'l-eda devam-l eyyam-l emr i.i 

deviet ve ~evket i.i saltanat-l hazret-i zll1ullahi ve kavvam-l hengam furu---- cenab-l 

vekaletpenahileri da'vet-i hayriyelerine muvazlb edi.ip Sam-l ~erifte mevcud olan on 

altl beli.ik ve yirmi deft cemaatin lllsf ortalan ci.imle ile bi'l-ittifak ref ve ilga ve 

tlbkl fermude-i seniyye i.izere yeniyeri zabitligi ve neferatl yedlerinde bulunan 

kazgan ve yapraz ve kalpak ve kalafat ve aniara mi.iteaIhk her ne var ise ma'rifet-i 
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l?er ve mubal?ir-i mlr muma iIeyh ve bi'l-cumle vUCUh-1 beide ma'rifet ve 

ittifakianyia devl?irulUp derun-l arZ-1 hal-f yakeriye leffen takdim-i hakipa-yi 

veliyyu'n-niamleri klhnan mahza defter mucibince Sam kalesi cebehanesine va'z ve 

ilka olundugu ve ferd-i aferideden hilaf-l l?eriat-l garra va'z ve hareket ve irade-i 

seniyye-yi l?ahaneye mugayir halet vukua geimeylip herkes emr-i hazret-i 

padil?ahiye muti' ve munkad olmakla yeniyeriye mutealhk evailde Sam-l l?erifte iki 

aded sim yapraz mevcud iken Sam valisi esbak merhum Silahdar Suleyman Pal?amn 

valiligi hengammda Sam kalesi yeniyeri ellerinde bulunmak mulabesesiyle 01 vakt 

mUl?arun ileyh ile munazaa ve mucadele vukua geimil? oidugundan bi-avni'llahi teala 

mUl?arun iIeyh tarafyab olarak muharebe ile kale-i mezkuru yeniyeri ellerinden 

telhis eyledikleri 0 anda ve yagma ve garat esnasmda salifu'z-zikr iki aded sim 

yapraz ol-vakt zayi ve na-bedid oidugunu vUCUh-1 belde ifade ve takrir etmekle 

elhaletli hazihi kaleye vaz olunan ------on bir aded yapraz imtisalen lil-emr bundan 

sonra der-aliyyeye irsal olunacagl ve Sam-l ~erifin etraf-l kazalanna birer klta suret­

i emr-i ~erif-i ali~an nel?riyIe irade-i seniyye-i mulukane ilan ve il?aat kllmarak emr-i 

padi~ahi icra klhnacagl ifadesi ve keyfiyet-i hal Sam-l ~erif kadl faziletlu efendi 

abd-i dailerinin i'laml halinden dahi mi.isteban ve mehatt-l ilm-i veliyyu'n­

ni'manelerine buyurulacagl i'lam vesile-i arZ-l ubudiyetim olmu~tur. in~aal1ahu teala 

me~mul ------ merhamet ve manzur-l avn-i inayet veliyyu'n-ni'manelerine 

buyuruldukta baki emr u ferman ve lutf u ihsan devletlu inayetlu, merhametlu, 

ubbehetlu, re'fetlu, veliyyu'n-niam sahibu'l-Iutf ve'l-ekrem efendim Sultamm 

hazretlerinindir. 
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HATT-I UUMAYUN 17349 

Sevkethl, keramethi, mehabbethi, kudrethi, veliyyu'n-niam padi~ahlm efendim, 

Dun ve bugun dersaadette olan duvel-i sufera ve maslahatgUzarlan tercumanlanm 

hizmet-i riyasete gondererek 0 bab fesadlll tedip ve gu~malleri hususunda bihamdihi 

teala devlet-i aliyyelerinin muvaffak oldugu fevz ve nusret-i tebrik ile herbirleri 

izhar-l hulus ve mahzuziyet etmekte ve hizmet-i riyasetten dahi iktizasllla gore 

ecvibe-i mutekabile ita olunmakta olup dunkil gUn Nem<;e el<;isi mahsusen tebrik ve 

mahzuziyeti havi hizmet-i riyasete bir kita takrir takdim eyleyup tercume ettirilmesi 

ve bugun ingiltere el<;isi dahi serkatibini irsal ile vaki olan ifadesi bir kaglda habt 

olunmu~ olmakla manzur-l humayun-l mulukaneleri buyurulmak i<;un arz ve takdim 

kllllldlgi ve mersuman-i Nem<;e ve ingiltere el<;ilerinin tekrar tercumanlan gelup 01 

vechle ibraz eyledikleri memnuniyetlerine dair kelam irad ederler ise gerek anlara ve 

gerek bundan boyle sair izhar-l mahzuziyet eden duvel memurlan taraflanna hizmet-i 

riyasetten anlann izhar eyledikleri mahzuziyetlerinin derecesine gore iktizasl vechle 

cevab ita olunacagl mehatH ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emr u ferman ~evketlu, 

kerametlu, mehabbetlu, kudretlu, veliyyu'n-niam efendim, padi~ahlm hazretlerinindir. 

Benim Vezirim, 

i~bu takririn ve Avusturya el<;isinin takriri tercumesiyle diger varaka manzur ve 

malum-l humayunum olmu~tur. Reisin bu hususda ------- olmakla bunlara ne vechle 

cevap verilmek lazlm gelecegini da'na biEr. Ana gore her birine iktizasllla gore cevap 

veresun. 



269 

HATT-I HUMAYUN 17351 

Sevketlu, kerametlu, mehabetlu, kudretlu, veliyyunni'metim efendim Padi~ahtm, 

Bir muddetten beru -oskudar ve Eyiib ve Bogazi9i taraflannda ve sair mahallerde olan 

Bekta~i tek..~eleri ibahiyye ve revaftz misillu birtaktm mulahide ile mala mal olarak 

~erb-i hamir ve terk-i savm ve salat misillu enva-i fISk ve fezahati bi-mehaba irtikab 

ve ayinlerinde olan matem gecelerinde ve ayn-l cern' tabir ettikleri evkat-l 

cemiyetlerinde neuzubillahi teala sahabe-i kiram ve belki enbiya-i izam hazaratma 

ha~a ve kella zebandlrazhk ile kailinin ~er'an tevbesi na makbul ve katli vacib 

kufriyata ictisar etmekte ve kendileri bu vechile kufr ve delalete munhemik 

olduklanndan ba~ka sair avam-l nas ve hususa -oskudar tarafmda cuheladan pek yok 

kimesneyi igva ve idlal ederek gunden gune 90galmakta olduklan me~hur ve 

mutevatir olup elhaletu hazihi bitevfikihi teala icra-Yl ahkam-l ~er'iyye ve tanzim-i 

mesalih-i mUlkiye hususlarma ced ve say i1e daru's-saltanatu's-seniyyeleri nufus-l 

~akiyye ve e~has-l reddiyeden tanzif ve tathir olunmakta olarak taraf taraf halen ve 

istikbalen izaz-l din-i mubin ve hlfz-l namUS-l ~er-i metine ne derece dikkat ve 

himmet olunursa 01 derece feyz ve tevfik-i i1ahi zuhur edecegine ~uphe olmadtgmdan 

maada. beher hal 01 makule munkerat-l ~enianm ref ve izalesine ikdam ve halkm 

salah-l halini istihsale ihtimam ehem ve e1zem olduguna binaen gerek mulahidenin 

me~hur1anndan ber mantuk-l pusula aItl neferi ahz ve hapis olunarak gerek bunlann 

ve gerek pada~lan olan ehl-i da1alet haklannda hukm-i ~er' ne vechle idugi bilinup ve 

tefahhus ve taharri ve ref ve izaleleri ne vechile olmak lazlm gelecegi soyle~ilerek 

ana gore iktizasma bakl1mak uzere dunku gun camii ~erifte semahatlu ~eyhulislam 

efendi ve sabtk ve esbak ~uyuhu'l-islam ve sudur-i kiram ve ders-i amm efendiler 



270 

daileri ve erbab-l ~ura kullan ve celb olunan Celveti ve Nak~ibendi ve sair baZI turuk­

i aliyye me~ayihi daileri hazlr olduklan halde akd olunan mec1iste SeyhUlislam daileri 

feth-i bab ile me~ayih-i mumaileyhime hitaben: 

Malumunuzdur ki Hazret-i Ali Kerremallahu veche taraf-l hazret-i risaletpenahiden 

efdal-i amali sual eylediklerinde fahrialem sallallahu teala aleyhi's-selam efendimiz 

hazretleri efdal-i amal zikr ve tevhid oldugunu bey an ve hazret-i Ali'ye kelime-i 

tevhidi telkin ve talim buyurup bu vechile zikr-i cehri delail-i Kuraniyyeden ba~ka 

kavl ve fiil-i hazret-i nebevi ile sabit ve tarik-i cehriyyenin cumlesi Hazret-i Ali'ye 

mensub olan tarik-i Nazeninden mun~eab olmakla tUruk-l aliyyenin ciimlesi hak ve 

Haci Bekta~-l Veli ve gerek sair turuktan guzeran iden piran ve eizze-i kiram 

kaddesallahu ervahuhum cumlesi ehlullah ve ekamil-i iimmetten olup anlara katiyyen 

diyecegimiz yoktur, lakin turuk-I aliyyeye sUluk ve intisab edenler usul ve erkan-l 

kadimesi iizere gidup, evvela ~er-i ~erife kemaliyle ittiba ederek feraiz ve vacibat ve 

sunen-i seniyyeyikamilen edadan ba~ka fezail-i a'mal ve miicahedat He terbiye-i nefs 

ve tezhib-i ahlaka sa'y eylemek lazlmeden ve hatta ~eriatta derece-i kerahatte olan 

nesne tarikatte haram menzilesinde olup bu cihetle bu tUruk-l aliyye havass-l ummete 

mahsus iken bazi cuhela Bekta~ilik namlyla heva-i nefsine tebe'an feraizi eda etmek 

degil belki maazallahu teala tahlil-i muharremat ve istihfaf-l ibadat. ederek kUfri 

miieddi fISk ve fucur ve fezahate tesaddi etmekte olduklan ~ayi ve mutevatir olmakla 

sizler me~ayih-i turuk-i aliyyeden .oldugunuzdan bu hususta sizin malumat ve 

mesmuatmlz naslldlr ve bu makulelerin hakkmda siz ne dersiniz deyu lede's-sual 

me~ayih-i mumaileyhten bazl1an 0 makuleler ile iilfeti olmadlgmdan hallerini 

hakikati iizre pek bilemediklerini ve bazllan vakm UskUdar taraflannda 0 misillii 

miinkirat tevatiiren i~itilmekte oldugunu ifade ediip bazl ulema daileri tarafmdan 
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bunlann heyet:-i mecmu'lan hakkmda vakla hilaf-l ~er'-i ~erif harekata ictisarlan 

me~hud olup lakin bi~ahslhi her birerlerinin uzerine 0 makule ekval ve ef'al-i ~enianm 

adem-i subutl takdirinde umumu hakkmda hukm-i ~er' ne vech ile olabilir deyu irad 

ve istifsar olundukta diger daileri tarafmdan bunlann sergurnhlanndan pusulada 

muharrer Kmcl ve istanbul Agaslzade ve hacegandan Salih Efenidinin orne; tutmamak 

ve namaz ktlmamak misillu ~enaatlerinden ba~ka neuzubillah c;aryar hazeratma itale-i 

lisan ettikleri hadd-i tevarurde olmakla bu surette vacibu'l-katl olduklan beyan 

olundugundan maada Yasincizade Efendi daileri bu makulelerin siyaseten icra-Yl 

cezalan caiz olup ef'al ve akval-i habiseleri bi~ahsihi uzerlerine sabit olmak lazlm 

degildir demeleriyle bunun uzerine DskUdar ve Ey-up ve sair tarafta olan Bekta~i 

tekkelerinin kadimleri terk ile muhdes olanlannm hedmine ve kadim ve muhdes 

hangileri idugune ve kac; seneden bern peyda olmu~ olan muhdes itibar olunmak 

lazlm gelecegine dair sohbet cereyan ederek ve bi'l-munasebe gec;enlerde kable'l­

vak'a Anadolu ve Rumelinin uc;er koluna bazl tenbihatt diniyyeyi mutazammin lsdar 

olunan emr-i alinin ihrac ettirilen sureti dahi klraat olunarak nihayet ~imdi vUCUb-l 

katilleri beyan olunan mezbur Kmcl Dskudar'da ve istanbul Agaslzadenin kadlhgml 

Seyhulislam Efendi ref' etmi~ olmakla 01 dahi Tophanede ve Salih Efendinin dahi 

haceligi ref' olunarak pi~gah-l bab-l humayunlannda alenen tertib-i ceza olunarak 

akayid-i battlaYl itikad ile hemdal ve hem mudll olduklanndan ~er'an cezalan tertib 

olundugunu mubeyyin yafta va'zolunmak ve Kapan veznedan Aziz ve Harameyn 

veznedan Arir,' birer mahalle nefy ve icla olunup Balcl Y oku~luzade Ra~id hadisussin 

olarak glirnh-l mezbur ile ihtilatl, hak ve batlh temyize kudreti olmamasmdan iktiza 

etmi~ oldugundan taraf-l Seyhulislamiden kenduye tevbe verilerek 0 misillu akaid-i 

fasideden teberri ettirilmek ve altml~ seneden mukaddem olan Bekta~i tekkeleri 

kadim itibar olunup ber mantuk-l pusula muhdes olduklan haber verilen tekkelerin 
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hedmine taraf-l Seyhulislamiden memur tayin ve Bab-l Ali tarafmdan dahi Mimar 

Aga kuBan terfik olunarak cumlesi hedm olunup gerek bunlarda ve gerek kadim 

denilenlerin i<;inde bulunan ~eyhleri, dervi~ namma olanlann keyfiyet-i halleri 

mu~arun ileyh daileri tarafmdan tahkik ve tedkik bide bunlardan dahi ~eriaten ve 

siyaseten icra-Yl ceza-yl sezalan lazlm gelenler icra ve Bekta~i olanlann cumlesi alel­

umum mulhid ve revaflz olmayup i<;lerinde bazl husn-i hal ashabl dahi mevcut oldugu 

derkar idugunden i<;lerinde bu misillu ehl-i sunnet itikadmda ve kendu halinde 

olduklan tebeyyiin edenlerden sarf-l nazar olunup maada raftziiyyu'l-itikad olduklan 

tahakkuk edenl~r ~eran murted hukmunde olmalanyle anlara dahi telkin-i din 

olunarak nefiyleri iktiza edenler vardlklan mahalde su-i efallerini icraya muktedir 

olamamak ic;un Kayseriyye ve Birgi gibi makarr-t ulema olan mahallere nefy ve def 

olunmak ve D skudarda Hudayi Mahmud Efendi Kuddise slrruhu tekkesi civannda 

gizlice Evliya tiirbedan olup oraya muceddeden turbe yapmak daiyesinde olan 

Bekta~i, tiirbedarhk-l mezkuru Bekta~i olmayan ahar bir kimesneye kasr-l yed etmek 

iizere kenduye tenbih olunmak ve mahallat aralannda bulunan 0 makule erbab-l su-i 

hal olanlan ara~tmp haber vermek uzre mahallat imamlanna tenbih ve te'kid eylemesi 

ic;un istanbul kadlSl efendi dailerine buyuruldu yazllmak ve ~imdilik bu taraftakiler 

bu vechle icra olunup Anadolu ve Rumeli tarafmda olan 0 makule erbab-l rafz ve 

ilhadm dahi in~aal1ahu teala bundan boyle SlraSl geldikte iktizasma bakllmak 

hususlan karargir olmu~ ve idam olunacak mezburlar ic;un vazolunacak yafta mu~arun 

ileyh daileri tarafmdan tertib ve terkim olunarak salifu'z-zikr pusulalar ile maan 

manzur-l humayun-l ~ahaneleri buyurulmak i<;un arz ve takdim klltnml~ olmakla 01 

vechile icrasl muvaflk-t irade-i seniyye-i mulukaneleri buyurulur ise emr u ferman 

~evketlu, kerametlu, mehabetlu, kudretlu, velinimetim efendim, padi~ahlm 

hazretlerinindir. 
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Hatt-l Humayun, 

Benim vezirim, 

Dunku gun akdolunan mec1is-i ~uramn karanm mutazammin i~bu takririn ve 

pusulalar ile yafta sureti manzur ve ma'lum-I humayunum olmu~tur. Bunca zamandan 

beru ocag-l mulga e~kiyasmm gun a gun devlet-i aliyyemiz hakkmda mazarrat ve 

habasetleri vukua gelmi~ ve bu gUruh-1 mekruhun halleri meydanda dururken hi9bir 

maslahata merkez-i layIkmda baktlamadlgmdan umur-i dahiliyyemiz refte refte 

91gmndan 9Iktp bayagi reayamiz bile cesarete gelerek elan gailesi defolunamadl ve 

Frenkler dahi halimizi anladtklanndan ne guna tekalif-i barideye ba~ladtklan 

kaziyye-i malumedendir. Maazallahu teala devlet-i aliyyemizin hali ne derece fenaya 

varml~ken mahza fazl ve kerem-i bari ve asar-l ~eriat-i Muhammedi ile havane-i 

mekruhenin ne vechile ceza-yl sezalanm bulup ve bulmakta olduklan cumlenin 

me~hudu oimaktadir. Ancak takririnde beyan olundugu uzere devlet-i aliyyemiz 

hakkmda bu defa zuhura gelen fezail-i ilahi ve inayet-i namutenahiyi bir eyi.ice 

tefekkur ile taraf taraf halen ve istikbalen i'zaz-I din-i mubin ve fakat namUS-l ~er'i 

metine dikkat ve kaffe-i hal ve harekattmlZI tatbik ve tevfika sa'y ve gayret edelim ki 

hatta sahib-i ~eriat efendim ho~nut olarak kaffe-i mesalih-i devlet-i aliyyemizin 

tevfika mukarenetle ileri gitmesine sebeb olsun. Bu tarik-i Bekta~iyenin hal ve 

keyfiyetleri bu dereceye gelmi~ken maazallahu teala halleri uzre birakthp tathirine 

baktlmasa gun begun 90galarak ekser naSI husn-i itikadden dalalete di.i~urmege sebep 

olacaklan zahir ve a~ikar olmakla bu makule gUruh-1 mulahidenin fark ve temyizi 

derece-i vUcube gelmi~tir. 
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Takririnde i~'ar eyledigin uzere ~imdilik dersaadetimiz civannda olanlann tahkik ve 

icrasma bakllup badehu Rumeli ve Anadolu tarafmda olanlann tathirine baktlsun. 

Pusulada muhdes denilen mahaller hedm olunacak ise de ic;inde mevcut olan ~eyh ve 

muridleri kaylfllmaga gelmez; evvelce kaldmlup bir mahalle koymak ve kadim 

denilen Bekta~i tekkesi ne mikdardlr bilinup fakat tekkelerine dokunulmayarak 

anlann dahi ~eyh ve muridleri kaymlmayarak bir mahalle toplamp her birinin hal ve 

keyfiyetleri geregi gibi anla~llmak badehu mukteza-Yl ~er'isi ne vechile icab ederse 

oylece icrasma bakllmak lazlm gelur. Tekkeleri kadim ise iylerinde olanlar ne makule 

adamlardu bilinemez. Bunlann igva ve idlalleri harice sirayet ettigi gibi kendi 

tariklerinde olanlara sirayet etmemesi akla musteb'ad degildir. Velhastl efendi daimiz 

ile bu hususu ba~kaca i~ gUy idinup kulliyen bu makule mulahidenin def ve refine 

sa'y ve gayret edesiz. Pusulada isimleri muharrer olanlarm UyU, zikrolunan mahallere 

yafta vaz'lyla tertib-i ceza ettirilsun. Diger Uy neferin birine efendi daimiz aClml~ ise 

de iki neferi nefyolunup Ra~id kaldlgl gibi ileride tutulacak tedbire mugayir gorunur; 

o dahi bir munasib mahalle nefyolunsun ve merkumun dahi hakkmda soylenilen 

kelam az ~ey degildir; kaldl ki bu husus umur-i diniyeden olmakla gerek eshab-l 

meratibden olsun ve gerek ahad-l nasdan olsun, cumlesi beraberce tutulup icra 

olunmak lazlmdlr. Ezcumle tarik-i ulemadan vak'anuvis-i sablk Sanizade Ata Efendi, 

muderrisinden <;akalzade Tahir Bey pek me~hur1armdan olmakla, bunlann dahi 

te'dibleri lazlmedendir. Ata Efendiyi Tire'ye ve Tahir Beyi Hadim'e nefy ve iclalanm 

i~aret eylemek i9in i~bu irade-i humayunumu efendi daimize ifade ve icra ettiresin ve 

hususat-l saire dahi muzakere olunup takririnde beyan olundugu uzere icra olunsun. 
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HATT -I HUMA YUN 17354 

Devlethl, inayetlu, atlfetlu, re'fetlu, mur-uvvetlu, veliyyu'nniam kerimu'~-~eym 

efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

Vafir milddetten beru devlet-i aliyye ebed muddet ve zlmmnda din-i milbin ve 

~eriate hiyanet ve kilfran-l nimet ve ancak ----- ve tagallub ve habaset kasdlyle 

tedabir-i hayriyeye muhalefet ve her bar ref-i liva-Yl menhus ~ekavet eden taife-i 

bagiye-i kesiretu'l-- ------ bihamdillahi teala te'sir-i nutk ekser-i nazir hazret-i hilafet 

penahiyle klla' bih-i mufsedet ve imha-Yl nam ve ni~an atuvv u nahvetlerini ----- ve 

muallem Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye nam-l hayr-l irtisamlyla neferat-l 

laZlme tertib buyuruldugunu milbin bundan akdem ~erefris vtirud olan ---- name-i 

samileri muktezasmca Erzurum'da ba-avn-i hazret-i hilda bi'l-va'd ve'l-vaid mahzen 

saye-i celadet-vaye-i cenab-l cihandaride y-umn-i himem aliyyeleriyle kabul ve 

imti~al ettirilup ve verilen i'lam ve mahzarlan takdim ve emirname.,i veliyyu'n­

niamilerinin derhal birer sureti ihrac ve vesaya:-Yl lazime tahririyle C;lldlr ve Kars ve 

Van vali ve muhaflzlan hazerat-l bendelerine tesyir kllmdlgl hakpa-Yl alilerine 

terkim klhmp badehu Kars'tan utufetlil Salih Pa~a hazretlerinin tahriratlyla Kars 

serhadhsmm imti~ali havi varid olan i'lam ve mahzan dahi milteakiben irsal 

olunmu~ ve C;Ildlr valisi saadetlu Hakkl Pa~a bendeleri varmakslzm Ahishada 

memleketce ba'zl niza' tekevvtin etmi~ ve def olunmu~ oldugu mesmu'-l yakeri olup 

bunun ilzerine maslaq.at-i hayriye haberinin dahi eri~mesinde ~ayet ba'zl klyl il kal 

olmak mulahazasma ve mu~arun ileyhin dahi istifsanna mebni re's-i serhad olan 

Erzurum vUcuhundan Ahisha Agalanna etrafll bir kagld yazdmhp mil~arun ileyh 
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gonderilmi~ idi. Bu defa Van muhaftzl bendelerinin taraf-l acizaneme mektubuyla 

Van serhadmtn sabtk yeniyeri ocakllsmdan inkiyadt mutazammm bir ktta ve serhad­

t mezkurun yemin ve yesar ocakhsl ve sairinden diger bir klta mahzar-l varid ve 

takiben vali-i m(i~arun ileyhin tahrirattyla Ahisha'mn dahi itaatl ~amil i'lam ve 

mahzan vastl olmaktan na~i cumlesi firistade-i pi~gah ve ------ penahileri klltndlgl 

ve salifu'l-beyan emirname-i veliyyu'n-niamilerinin Erzurumda klraat ve ilamnda 

derhal miftah-t kalenin ahzi ve taraf-l yakeriden neferat va'zmdan ba~ka yeniyeri 

ocagma mahsus heyetin cumlesi deran ihrac ve tebdil ve dukkanlardan ni~an ref ve 

ocag-l mezbure mutealhk orf-i belde dahi def olunup i~'ar-l inayet buyurulan emr-i 

aliye terakkub olundukta me'mur olan kaplCtba~1 Mehmed Aga bendeleriyle yevm-i 

orf-i ~eref resan olmaktan na~i id-i ~erif cihetiyle bir gun sonra sani-i id tertib-i 

divan ve bay u geda ictimalyla cumle muvacehesinde klraat ve ilan ve mecmuuna 

hitaben dilim dondugu kadar ba'zl kelimat-i muessere beyamndan ba~ka 

mukaddemce ba'zl esafil tarafmdan asakir-i murettebeye Muhammedi namt tesmiye 

buyurulmu~ biz mukaddem ummet-i Muhammedden olmaYlp cins-i aher mi idik 

deyu ba'zl ------ samia ress-i bendegi olrnu~ olduguna binaen meclis-i rnezkurda 

alenen bu dahi dermeyan birle ~oyle bir ~ey i~ittim asakir-i murettebeye muallem 

Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye nammm tesmiyesi Hazret-i Peygamber sallallahu 

teala aleyhi ve sell em efendimize nisbet ve istinad ile hayr u yiimni muntic olmak 

uzere ancak tefe'ulen ve teberruken vaki olmu~tur yohsa evvelkiler Muhammedi 

degil idi demek degildir curnlemiz Allahu'l-harnd evvel ve ahir ummet-i 

Muhammeddeniz deyu buna dair akval-i musemmer beyan klhnmakla vUCUh-l belde 

e~has ve kenduyi bilrnez sozudur na mesmu'dur deyu i'tizar ve taraf-l yakeriden dahi 

tahrirat-l i~'ar birle hastl-l tekrar merasirn-i itaat ve teslimiyyeti cumlesi yekzeban 
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olarak Aga-Yl muma ileyh muvacehesinde guyan olduklan ber mantuk-l ferman-l 

ali~an ocag-l mezbure miitealhk kazgan ve sair e~ya ve orta malt taharri olundukta 

zaman-:l atikden dizdar kale yerinde bulunup seleften halefe devr oluna gel en yend 

aded kazgan ve ------ ihrac ve Erzurum kalesi cebehanesine vaz' olunup bir klt'a 

mahza defteri takdim ktlmdlgl ve Erzurumda bulunan yend nefer ustalardan evvelce 

ylkanlml~ olan yaprastlanyla ba'zl sakalarda bulunan yaprastlar dahi almup hlfz ve 

Erzurum eyaletinin havi oldugu kazalann ciimlesine dahiemr-i celilii~~an sur-i 

seniyyesiyle miiekked buyuruldular mukaddem ve dirayetkar miiba~irlerim 

kullanyla ne~r olunmu~ oldugundan anlarda dahi bulunan yaprastlar ve viirudunda 

ciimlesi defteriyle dersaadete irsal olunacagl ve Erzurumda bunlardan gayri orta 

mall ve sair nesne bulunmayup yeniyeri zabiti ve neferatl ve ocagm mecmu 

miiteferriatl dahi merfu' olarak memlekette kol gezme ve imtisali olan umur taraf-l 

yakerinemden tiifenkci ba~l ve sairler tayiniyle ruyet olunmakta olup fakat duavi 

zlmmnda ehl-i islamm ahz ve habsi maddesi ekser-i memiekette oteden bern 

ocaktan haric a'yan ve voyvodalar ma'rifet ve vesatabyla ola geldiginden bu husus 

taraf-l bendeganemden me'mur olmak iizere $imdilik Erzurnm a'yamna ve sair 

mahallerin dahi miitesellim ve voyvodalanna ihale olundugu ve kaplcl ba~l-i muma 

ileyh memUf oldugu diger evamir-i celile ile evvela Ahisha ve ba'dehu Kars ve 

Van'a varmak iizere vesaya-yl muktaziye ile ba'de'l-id i'zam kIlmmakla bundan 

sonra dahi tertib-i askere dair ve sair ne gune evamir-i seniyye zuhur eder ise 

in~aallahu'l-muin saye-i re'fetvaye-i alide infazma miisaraat kIlmacagl beyam 

vesile-i ibraz-l ihtisaslm olmu~tur. in~aal1ahu teal a lede e~refi'l-vusul 01 babda ve 

her halde emr ii ferman devletlii, inayetlii, atlfetlii, re'fetlii, miiriivvetlii, veliyyii'n­

niam kerimii'~-~eym efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 
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Fi 21 B 1242 

Devletlu, inayetlu, atlfetlii, re'fetlii, muruvvetlu, veliyyii'n-niam kerimii'~-~eym 

efendim SultallIm hazretleri, 

Derun-l kale de dizdar konaglyla kale neferatmm haneleri olup taraf-l c;akeriden va'z 

olunan neferata ~imdi sayfde lazlm degil ise de ~itada odalar yaptlfllmak iktiza 

etmi~ ve zikr olunan hanelerde nisvan ve sibyan dahi bulunarak ikametleri uymaml~ 

oldugundan bila nza hane-i mezkurlann cumlesi i~tira ve dizdar ve sairleri cumleten 

haric-i kal'aya nakl ve ------ birle neferat-l merkume hane-i mezkurlara ikame 

olunmu~ idugi ve muallem Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediyeye tahrir ic;un 

Erzurumdan neferat ve sergerdegan tehniyesinden ba~ka Ahisha ve Kars ve Yanda 

dahi miinasib sergerdeler hazlrlanml~ ve Kars tarafl bu defa Kayseriyeye 

miiteveccihen Erzurumdan murur eden atufetlii Salih Pa~a hazretleriyle dahi 

muzakere olunmu~ olup el-yevm buna dair irade-i seniyye zuhur etmediginden 

terakkub kIlmmakta olmagla bir an akdem suret-i tertibin i~'anna ihsanlan babmda 

emru ferman hazret-i veliyyu'l-emrindir. 

Fi 21 B 1242 
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BATT -I BUMA YUN 17356 

Devletlil, inayethi, merhametlii, ubbehetlii, veliyyii'n-niam amimu'l-merahim ve'l­

himem efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

Miibarek ve mesud hakipa-yi ----- veliyyu'n-ni'manelerine anza-l abd-i sadakat 

numuneleridir ki; 

Kayseriye sancagmm haric ve dahili bundan akdem gazab-l ate$bar-l cenab-l 

zillullahiye giriftar ile karin-i ihlak ve idbar olan mulga Yeniyeri ocagl 

mensubatmdan ibaret olup her ne kadar suret-i mutavaat erae etmi$ler ise . de 

derunlannda gayret-i batIla mezkur olmak miilabesesiyle bazen suret-i mugayerette 

bulunmaktan feragat etmedikleri ve gayret yekmekte olduklan ve mutasarnfmm 

adem-i iktidar ve takayyiidii cihetleri reside-i sem-i devlet-i aliyye olarak hakk-l 

acizanemde min gayri istihkak derkar olan husn-i zan cenab-l hilafetpenahi ve 

ahsen-i inzar-l veliyyu'n-ni'maneleri iizere liva-i mezbur levs-i vUcud e$kiyadan 

tasfiye ve tathir ve gUruh-1 ehl-i IfZ ve fukaramn vesile-i asayi~-i hal ve aramis-i 

ballan tahsil ve tekmil olunmak niyet-i hissiyesiyle uhde-i yakeraneme tevcih ve 

ihsan buyurulmasl hattf-giizar-t merahim-nisar cenab-t ~ehin$ahi buyurulmu$ ise de 

liva-i mezbur mulga Yeniyeri e$kiyaslyla memlu bir mahal olmak hasebiyle taraf-l 

yakeranemden bir muktedir miitesellim ik'ad ve maiyyetine be~yuz nefer giizide 

asker tayin klhnarak bir gune SlZtltl tahaddusiinu muceb olmakslzm ber vech-i 

suhulet levs-i vUcud e$kiyadan tasfiye ve tathir ve gUruh-1 ehl-i lrz ve fukaramn 

esbab-l em in ve istirahatleri tekmil olunmak iizere taraf-l yakeranemden kavi 
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taahhild olundugu takdirce iktizasmm icrasma inayet buyurulacagl beyamyla 

isti'laml havi zeyb-efza-YI esabi-i ta'zim olan emirname-i saml-l veliyyu'n­

ni'maneleri mazamin-:i celilesi ziver-i zihn-i yakaranem olmakla abden haklan 

devlet-i aliyye-i ebediyyu'd-devamm gayret-i hicce-i ni'm-i bi-imtinam ve haizu's­

saf mekarim-i i'taf bi-giram oldugum mulabesesiyle rakabe-i acizaneme farz-l ayn 

oldugu vechle hidemat-l seniyyenin ikmal ve ifaslyla tahsil-i nzaYl meyamin irtiza­

yl hazret-i cihan-baniye hayat-l musteanml bezl u sarf eylemekten ------ ve ercah 

makasldlm olmadlgm cihetiyle avn-i bari ve yemin tevcihat-l cenab-l ----- sit ani ve 

bereket himem veliyyil'n-niamileriyle liva-i mezburun levs-i vUcud e~kiyadan 

tasfiye ve tathir ve gUruh-1 ulema ve ehl-i lrzm vesile-i istirahatlerini tekmil 

eylemek uzere her vechle muteahhid idigum beyam ve bir muktedir ve dirayetkar ve 

mu'tedil mutesellim ik'ad ve maiyyetine be~yuz nefer guzide asker terfikiyle husn-i 

idare kthnarak in~aallahu teala saye-i saltanat-l seniyyede bir gune slzlltl vukua 

gelmeksizin tenkil ve tathir-i e~kiya ve tahsil-i esbab-l emn ve istirahat-l fukara 

hususuna muvaffakiyetim eltaf-l ilahiden akdem mutemenna olarak heman husn-i 

tevcihat evliya-YI ni'ma fark-l yakeranemde payidar buyurulmak niyazl ve bi­

inayeti'llahi teala matlub-l ali vechle husn-i idare ve taht-l nizama idrac ve idhalinde 

ve itmam-l emniyyet-i fukara emr-i ehemminde kusur olunmayacagl ifadesi bari -i 

mustakile-i arZ-l ubudiyyetim olmu~tur. in~aallahu teala mehatt-l ilm-i kainat ara-yl 

veliyyu'n-niamileri buyuruldukta 01 babda ve her halde emr u ferman ve lutf-l bi­

giran devletlu, inayetlu, ubbehetlu, merhametlu, veliyyu'n-niam amimu'r-rahm ve'l­

hamim efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 21 S 242 Mehmed Celaleddin 
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Telhis, 

Mara~ valisi Celaleddin Pa~a kulllanmn varid olan kaimesidir. Malum-I hiimayun-I 

miilukaneleri buyuruldugu iizere Kayseriye sancagl ocag-I miilga mensubattyle 

memlu olup mutasarnfl HafIZ Ali Pa~a kullan bunlann tathir ve tasfiyesinden 

yekinmekte oldugundan ba~ka a~un zulm ve taaddisi dahi ihbar olunmakda ediigine 

ve liva-i mezbur dahi yalmz bir sancaktan ibaret olarak miistakil vezir idaresine 

miitehammil olmaytp ma'mafih ocag-t miilga havanesiyle mahlut olduguna mebni 0 

makule erazil ve e~hasm tathiriyle sair. ehl-i Irz olan ahalisinin saye-i ~evket-vaye-i 

~ahanelerinde erahe ve asayi~leri zlmnmda bade'zin miitesellim ile idare olunmak 

iizere Mara~ valisi mii~arun ileyh kullanna ilhaken tevcihi ve mii~arun ileyh HafIZ 

Ali Pa~a kullan dahi me'yusen ylkanlmamak ve memlekette birden bire kan~tkhk 

olmamak iyiin mii~arun ileyh Celaleddin Pa~a kuJlanmn miitesellimi gelinceye 

kadar Kayseriyede tevkif birle badehu yine vezareti uhdesinde olarak Kayseriye'den 

kalklp Gelibolu ma'berinden Rumeli tarafma miirur eylediginde ref-i vezaretiyle 

Ke~an ve Maalkara misilhi miinasib bir mahalde· ikamete memur klhnmasl 

hususunda geyenlerde vali-i mii~arun ileyhin bu hususa dair vurud edip takdim-i 

hakpay-i hiimayun-l miilukaneleri ktlman tahrirati hiilasasma surhla i~aret ve istizan 

kIlmml~ ve balasma ~eref-efza-YI sudur buyurulan hatt-l hiimayun ~evket makrun-I 

~ahanelerinin bir fikra-i miinifesinde HafIZ Ali Pa~amn bundan boyle Kayseriyede 

i~e yaramayacagi bilinmi~ ise de Kayseriyede ekseri ocag-t miilga taklmmdan 

kalml~ habisler oldugu malum oIdugundan evvelce bu husus Celaleddin Pa~adan 

isti'lam olunup kavice soz verecegi anla~t1madlk9a Kayseriye'nin Celaleddin Pa~aya 

tevcihinde acele olunmasun ve tarafmdan Kayseriyeye gonderecegi miitesellim be~ 
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yuz muntehibaskerden ibaret olmadlkya emniyet olunamaz pe~in buralan etraflyla 

goru~ulerek tarafmdan mu~arun ileyhe yazllsm badehu CeVabl gelip keyfiyet 

bilindikte 01 vakit icab ve iktizasma gore icrasma baklhr deyu emr u ferman 

buyurulmu~ ve mantuk-l munif keramet redifi uzere hUSUS-I mezkur vali-i mu~arun 

ileyh kullanna taraf-l yakeriden yazl1ml~ oldugundan i~bu kaimesi amn cevabml 

mutazammm olup ber tlbk-l emr u irade-i seniyye liva-i mezbura 01 vechle 

mutesellim irsaliyle tasfiye ve tathirine taahhud gostermi~ olmakla manzur-l 

humayun-l miilukaneleri buyuruJ:uq,k iyun arz ve takdim kIlmdl. Mu~arun ileyh 

HafIz Ali Pa~a kullan muvahharen kendi dairesinden yUz kadar Asker-i Mansure 

yazlp Kayseriye ayam ve muftusu ve viieuhundan iki nefer kesamn ta'riz ve ifsada 

dair bazl evza'lanm his ile nefy ve iclalan hususunu geyende surh i~aretiyle takdim­

i hakipa-yi humayun-l ~ahaneleri kIhnan kaimesinde i~'ar ve inhasl vee hIe 

merkumlann nefy ve ta'zibleri babmda evamir-i aliyye isdar ve tisyar klhnml~ ise 

de mu~arun ileyh mukaddemden gev~ek tutup ba'de'zin davranim dese dahi yine 

hakklyle ika-i nufuz edemeyecegi levayih-i hal den numudar oldugundan liva-i 

mezburun mutesellim ile zabt ve idare olunmak uzere mu~arun ileyh Celaleddin 

Pa~a kullanna ilhaken tevcih olunmasl ve mu~arun ileyh HafIZ Ali Pa~a kullan dahi 

mukaddem . tezekkiir olundugu vechle halefinin mutesellimi viiruduna degin 

Kayseriye'de tevkif edup bade'l-viirud Gelibolu ma'berinden Rumeliye mururu 

haberini inha eyledikte ref-i vezaretiyle bir mahalde ikamet mi icab eder ileride i~in 

geli~ine gore kusuret iktiza eder ise ana gore iktizasma bakIlmak uzere ~imdiki 

halde halefi mutesellimin vurudunda vezareti uhdesinde olarak kalklp ma'ber-i 

mezkurdan Rumeliye murur ve badehu bu tarafa i~'an babmda memuriyetini havi 

bir kIta emr-i ali isdar ve taraf-l yakeriden dahi mu~arun ileyhuma kullanna iktizasl 
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vechle mekatib-i tahriri ve tisyar kIlmmasl hususunda ne vechle irade-i seniyye-i 

miilukaneleri miitealhk buyurulur ise mukteza-YI miinifi icrasma ibtidar olunacagl 

rehin-i ilm-i alilerin buyuruldukta emr ii ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Celaleddin Pa~anm i~bu kaimesi manzur ve meali ma'lum-l hiimayunum olmu~tur. 

Mii~arun ileyh kavice yaZlYOr. Bu surette miitesellim ile idare eylemek iizere Mara~ 

eyaletine ilhaken Kayseriye sancagl mii~arun ileyhe tevcih ve selefi HafIz Ali Pa~a 

dahi buralara geldikte icab ve iktizasma bakllmak iizere tanzim ve icrasma ibtidar 

ve surhda beyan olundugu vechle mii~arun ileyhumaya iktizasma gore tarafmdan 

tahrir ve i~'ar klhmr. 
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HATT-I RUMAYUN 17402.L 

Devlethi, inayethi, merhametlu, ubbehetlu, veliyyu'n-niam vtifuru'l-lutf ve'l-ekrem 

efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

El-haletti hazihi makarr-l hukUmet-i acizi olan Medine-i Kayseri ve havalisinin ekser 

ahalisi leff ve ilga olunan ocag-l ma'lume mensubatmdan olmak hasebiyle i91erinden 

ba'zl kesanm agahk ve bayrakdarhk daiye-i fasidesiyle elyevm gayretke~liginde lsrar 

uzere olduklan istihbar olunmu~ ise de bu makule yenigerilik gayretinde lsrarlan 

vaki' olup olmadlgl bilinememi~ ve canib-i aciziden dahi bu ana degin hUSUS-l 

mezkura dair bir gune tahrir ve inha vaki' olmaml~ oldugundan meczum-l devietleri 

buyuruidugu vechle istihbar-l merkume sahih oldugu halde bu harekete mutecasir 

olanlar kimlerdir ve terbiye ve lslahlan ne gune esbab ve tedabire mevkuftur. 

Etraflyla mutalaa olunarak iktizasma bakllmak i9un keyfiyeti ber vech-i hafi serian 

atabe-i felek-mertebe-i asafanelerine arz ve inhaya ihtimam ve dikkat olunmak 

iradelerini emren lutfen ve inayeten ~eref-bah~a-i sahife-i sudur buyurulmu~ olan bir 

klt'a fermanname-i veliyyU'n-niamileri bundan akdemce mefharet-bah~a-i vtirud ve 

mazmuil-l itaat-makrunu manzur ve ma'lum-l acizanem oImu~tur. Kaffe-i hal ve 

mekanda ve sa'm-l rilertebe ser furuperde-i inklyadi oldugumuz ~eriat-l mutahharamn 

infaz ve icraslyla ~----- uyun-l alem ve zide nev'-i beni adem ve sebeb-i asayi~ kaffe-i 

umem olan veliyyu'n-niam-i alem ve veliyyu'n-nimet-i biminnetimiz ~evket-meab 

efendimiz hazretlerinin nza-yl meyamin irtiza-Yl mulukanelerine muvaflk harekat ve 

ibraz-l husn-i hizmete suratle efda-Yl ser u can etmek fariza-i zimmet-i memlukiyetim 

ve bais-i gurur-l ------ darinim ise de akdemce mukteza-Yl ubudiyet ve sadakatim 
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uzere hakpaY-l devletlerine arz ve ifade olundugu vechle bu havalinin ekser ahalisi 

ocag-l mulga mensubatmdan olup istihb_ar olundugu uzere zahiren nza-cuy ve itaat 

gostererek ma'nen bu'zileri eraye-i suret-i mugayeret ve gayret gekmekte olduklan 

revi~ ve etvarlanna musteban olmakla bu makule hareket-i na maraziyeye mutecasir 

olan melain tevkif olunarak lazlm gelen te'dibat-l layikalanmn icraslyla tathir-i bilad 

madde-i hayriyesine bi-avn-i inayet-i bari ve saye-i celadet-vaye-i hazret-i tacdaride 

surat-i ihtimam ve gayret olunmak bir i~ degil ise de tasdi'-i ser-i mubareklerine hacet 

olmadlgl vechle havali-i merkumede vacibu'l-izale olan bu makule kesamn her birleri 

kimi ulema tarafma ve kimi dahi ba'zl hanedan ve suleha semtine mutealhk ve kavm-l 

kabile ve semt u etraf bulunmu~ olduklanndan egen;e tahkik olunarak te'dibat-l 

layikalanyla icralan kaydma bakllmak lazlm gelecek olsa 0 caniblerden bunlar 

gUruh-l e~kiya ve erazilden idi valimiz icra-Yl ahkam-l ~er'iye ve infaz-l irade-i 

seniyye eyledi ve beldemizi tathir eyledi denilmeyup mahza tam' ve meraml icraslyla 

bir taklm mazlumu bi-gayri hakkm telef eyledi diyerek giina gun mufteriyata sulukle 

hafi ve celi ref' ve def'-i e~kiyaya tasaddi edecekleri bedihi oldugundan hUSUS-l 

mezkura dair bir guna hareketimiz olmadlgl bu mulahazaya mebni olmakla lutf ve 

inayet buyurup egerge muvaflk-l harac-l ali ve mutablk-l vakt-i hal ise bu makule 

erazil ve e~hasl bir bir tahkik ederek ele gotUriip slraslyla te'dibat-l layikalan icra 

olunmak babmda ruhsatl havi bir giina irade-i seniyyenin isdar ve inayet buyurulmasl 

usulunden idugi beyam i~bu anza-i kemteranem terkimine ibtidar ve merfu-l pi~gah-l 

inayet-kararlan klhndl. in~aallahu teala lede ~erefi'l-vusul 01 babda ve her halde emr 

ti ferman ve inayet ve ihsan devletlu, inayetlu, merhametlu, veliyyu'n-niam viifuru'l­

lutf ve ekrem efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 17 Cemaziye'l-Evvel 1242 
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HATT -I HUMA YUN 17444.A 

Atufethi birader-i eaZlm Sultamm hazretleri, 

Devlet askersiz olmaYlp, saltanat-l seniyye-i memalik-i mahrusasmda olan asakir-i 

giizide bir devlette yogiken itaat ve maharetleri olmamak cihetiyle maazallahu teala 

bozgunluk ve uygunsuzluktan gayri bir i~e yaramadlklanve dii~mana mukabele bi'l-

misl lazlmesinin icrasl ~eran ve kanunen ve aklen farz idiigi hasebiyle devlet-i 

aliyyenin ocaklu iyinden bil-lrza tertib ve talime ~uru' ettigi askere dahi miimanaat 

ve yine tugyan ve ~ekavete cesaretleri mii~ahede-i ceza-yl i'male min tarafi'llahi 

teala netice veriip ittifak-l ara ve icma-i iimmet ile yeniyeri ocagmm ref'i ve yerine 

muallem Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye nam hayr-l ittisamlyla asker tertibi 

in~aalahu teala hulul u vakt-i mukadderiyle be-tevfikillahi teal a musib ve nafi ve 

saltanat-l seniyyenin teceddiid-i kuvvet-i dal olmu~ olup 01 babda taraf-l mahlas-l 

firistad emirname-i sami lede'l-vurud Erzurum re's-i serhad ve belde-i cesime ve 

ahalisi kesire oldugu halde ciimleten kavi yeniyeriden ibaret ve memalik-i saireye 

byas olmayarak dersaadet rusumuna takliden yeniyeri agasl ve ba'zl mesa zabitam 

mevcud ve kol gezme ve ahz ve zabt anlara mahsus ve kale miftahlan dahi ser 

zagari payesinde olan dizdar yedinde ve sair vafir agalan dahi zagarcl ve saksoncu 

ve turnaCl payelerinde miitehayyiz ve anlardan sonra ekser serdengeyti kabadaYl 

bayrakdarlan ile memlu olmaktan na~i tiz elden irade-i seniyyenin burada icrasl sair 

etraf dahi mesil ve vesile olmak niyet-i hayriyesiyle emr-i ali vusulune 
, . 

bakIlmakslzm ilan ve va'd ii vaid ve enva-i kelimat-l miiessere ile miistainen bi'llahi 

teala ifasma ----- bakllmayup ihtimam olunarak. hamdu'llahi teala kuvvet-i te'sir-i 
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nutk ve teveeeuh-i hazret-i eihandariyle cumleye kabul ettirilup ve kale miftahl ahz 

ve taraftmlzdan neferat-l ikame ve maadasmm tanzimi emr-i ali vuruduna ve 

tenbihat-l seniyyeye tatbike tevkif birle iemali bir klta ariz a terkim ve verdikleri 

ilam ve mahzar dahi takdim olunmakla in~aallahu teala vusulunde bab-l aliye tebligi 

ve evvela haddimiz degil ise de gayreten i~'ar olunur ki in~aallahu'l-muin 

dersaadette bir an gev~etilmeyUp ve verilen karar-l hayr-i asarm uzerine lsrar ile ~u 

Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediyenin her tarafmda tertib ve ikmaline himmet ve 

inayet buyurulmasml haeet yogsa da evliya-Yl umura ihtarlan ve saniyen Erzurum'a 

ba~kaea muba~irle emr-i ali gonderilmek emirname-i samiden mustefad ise de kavl-i 

evamir-i eelilesine dahil olmayup ber veeh-i me~ruh re's-i serhad olmasl ve eihat-l 

saire ile mustakilen emr-i ~erif-i lazlmeden ve henuz ylkanlmaml~ ise demir tavmda 

dogulur fehvasmea serian eri~tirilmesi mukteziyattan olmak mulabesesiyle ta'eili ve 

ariza-i mezkurem derununa bir defter va'z olunup ba'zl kaplclba~lhk ve silah~orluk 

ve bila harac gedikluluk niyaz olunmu~ olmakla biraz ziyadece ise de yazIlan 

eumlesi olmaYlp fakat ihtiyar ve intihab kIlmanlar tahrir olunmu~ ve bu vechle 

kandmlup musaade-i seniyyeye igtiraren ve itaat ve sadakatlerine i'tibaren taraf-l 

mahlasiden va'd kIhnml~ olmakla cumlesine musaade-i aliyye-i lazlme-i vakt ve 

maslahattan ve bilad-l saireye em sal olmayup memalik-i efrad burasl misillu 

mutehayyiz aga ve dayiler olmadlgl vazlhattan olmagm ------ seniyyeye ~ayan-l 

kabilden ve eger karin-i es'af-l ali olmaz ise mahlasmtz kemaliyle ~ermsar ve 

mevaid ve vaidatIm dahi beyhude istihsali ve hususen defter-i mezkur balasma 

muharrer olan Osman Aga bundan akdem yeniyeri agasl olup evvel ve ahir sadakat 

etmi~ ve bundan akdem ----- ylkmak istid'aslyla a'yan nasb olunup hakkmda 

kaplclba~lhk dahi rica olunmak uzere iken bu maslahat-l hayriye zuhuruyla bunda 
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dahi hayli gayret eylemi~ oldugundan ba~ka zatmda ciimlesinin eskisi ve hanedan-l 

kadimi ve reis-i ~erif ile ihtiyar ve mu'teberi ve kargiizar ve sadakatkar olmakla 

sairinden temyizen mirahur-l sani payesi ve yahud mir alem payesi ile kaplclba~lhk 

ihsam miisted'a-YI mahsusum olmagm tahsili ve bu tarafta neferat-l mansure 

yazllacak ise ~imdiden raglblar tedarikimize mebni avn-i hazret-i bari ve yemn-i 

tevecciih-i cenab-l ~ehiryari ile in~aal1ahurrahman suhuletle tanzim i<;iin mikdar ve 

keyfiyet-i nizamiyesinin biran evvel savb-l mahlasl ihban ve medar-l ash olan 

istid'a-YI mezkurumun esafl hususlanna mezid-i himmetleri hiisn-i himmet 

buyurmalan me'mul-l meccanemizdir. 

25 RA 242 

Miiruvvetkanm, gediiklii maddesi ~imdilik terk ve arizada tezyil olunup defter-i 

mezkurda ba'zlsma kaplclba~Illk payesi ve silah~orhan payesi i~aret olunmakla 

kaplclba~Illk payesi mu'tad olup silah~or payesl gayri mesbuk ise de be's 

olunmamak gerektir. Sebat olmayup bir paye dahi hasll olmu~ olur ve defter-i 

mezkur mucibince ciimlesi in~aallahu teala himmetinizle husul buldukta biran 

akdem tebdil tarikleri ve haklannda i'tibar izhan dahi miistelzim fevaid idiigi 

bedihidir. Ve eger miinasib ise muhzlr-l mefhumu derciyle haklannda hiisn-i nazar-l 

aliyi muceb oldugunu ve imtiham ~amil <;end satIr ba~kaca bir emr...;i ali suduru 

istizan ve istihsal ile irsal buyurulsagiizel olur zannederim. ----- irade-i seniyyedir. 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 17453 

Sevketlu, kerametlu, mehabetlu, kudretlu, veliyyu'n-niam efendim, padi~ahlm, 

Malum-l hiimayun-l mulukaneleri buyuruldugu uzere dersaadette ve UskUdarda 

miinhedim Bekta~i Tekyelerinin arsa ve mulk ve zaviyedarhklan ve hedm 

olunmayan turbelerin hedm yahud hali uzere blrakIlmasl ve vakfolan hane ve arsa 

ve tarla ve baglann cennetmekan merhum ve magfur lehu Sultan Bayezid-i Veli 

Han tabe serahu hazretlerinin vaklflan tarafmdan ve mulk olanlannm canib-i 

miriden zabt veya evladl olanlanmn evladlarma terki hususlanna dair gegen de 

defterdar efendi kullanmn takdim edup surh-i i~aretiyle merfu' atabe-i ulya-Yl 

~ahaneleri kIlman bend bend bir klt'a takriri balasma ~eref efza-Yl sudur olan hatt-l 

humayun ~evket-makrun-l miilukanelerinde vakfolan hane ve arsa ve tarla ve 

baglann vakf-l mu~arun ileyh tarafmdan ve miilk olanlann dahi varis-i ma'ruflan 

var ise anlara terk olmadlgl surette canib-i miriden zabt olunmak iizere icra ve hedm 

olunmayan tUrbelerin suret-i ~er'isi ne vechle ise efendi daimizden istifta olunup 

ba'dehu ana gore icra olunmak iizere taraf-l humayuna keyfiyeti arz edesin deyu 

emr u ferman buyurulmu~ olmakla mucibince keyfiyet semahatlu ~eyhu'l-islam 

efendi dailerinden istifta olundukta anlar dahi hUSUS-l mezkurun suret-i ~er'isini 

miibin lazlm gelen bir ktt'a fetva-Yl ~erifesini irsal etmi~ olmalanyla manzur-l 

hiimayun-l mulukaneleri buyurulmak i9un arz ve takdim klitndlgl mehatt-l ilm-i 

alileri buyuruldukta emr u ferman ~evketlu, kerametlu, mehabetlu, kudretlu, 

veliyyli'n-niam efendim padi~ahlm hazretlerinindir. 
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Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Benim Vezirim, 

i~bu takririn ve fetva-Yl ~erife manzUf-l hiimayunum olmu~tur. Ber muceb-i fetva-Yl 

~erife tanzim ve icralanna ibtidar olunsun. 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 17454 

Bin sekizyUz yirmi alb sene-i seviyesinin Agustosunun dokuzuncu go.no. tarihiyle 

der aliyyede mukim Sardunya elyisi tarafmdan ikinci terco.manma i'ta kIlman bir 

klta ta'lim-namenin terco.mesidir. 

iki mah mukaddem der aliyyede vuku' bulan vak'a-i hailenin keyfiyetini ve netayic-i 

hasenesini ve ~evket1o. padi~ah-l enam hazretleri canibinden zuhur eden sebat ve 

ikdam ve ~ecaat-l ho.mayunlanm ve no.fus-l kesire-i vafirenin canib-i ho.mayunlanna 

itaat ve inklyadlanyla bu kadar seneden beru fesad ve tugyana ictisar ve devlet-i 

aliyyenin mesalih-i ko.l1iyesine mani' ve mo.zahim olan askeriyenin mahv 0. izalesini 

ve mo.ceddeden in~asl lazlm gelen Asakir-i Mansure-i Muntazamanm taallo.mlerine 

keyfiyyet-i ikdamlanm bundan akdem devletim tarafma tahrir olunarak bu defa 

muahharen gelen kadlrga ile ba-tahrirat cevabl gelip meflmmunda ha~met1i 

Krahmlz kaziyye-i mezkurdan gayet memnun ve mahzuz olarak devlet-i aliyyenin 

dOSt-1 muhlisi olmak takribiyle devlet-i aliyyenin fer ii ~evket tezayUdo.ne badi ve 

bais olan i~bu ahval-i mezkurenin tebrik ve tehniyesini devlet-i aliyyeye iblag ve 

ifadesini emr 0. tenbih birle ha~met1i Krahmlz tarafmdan bi'l-memure ve taraf-l 

daiyanemden bil-isale devlet-i aliyyenin bu gune hareketi ve boyle bir vakt-i nazikte 

ve ba-husus Rusyalu ile kat-i mo.nazaat hengammda devlet-i aliyye canibinden 

zuhur eden feraset ve nezaket ile sebat ve klyam ve Rusya'nm ahvaline vukuf-l 

tamml ve 0 gibi harekete yeniden ne derece miknet ve kuvvet verecegi ~o.pheden ari 

oldugunu makam-l riyaset-penahiye vanp bu cumleyi ifade ve efendi-i mo.~arun 

ileyhiniz dahi devletim nezdinde ho.rmet ve i'tiban ne derecede oldugu vu.rud eden 
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tahriratlmlzdan miistefad oldugunu ifade edesiz deyu mesturdur. 

Telhis, 

Sardunya tereiimanmm el9isi tarafmdan kendiye verilen talim-name olmak iizere 

hidmet-i riyasete takdim eyledigi kagldm tereiimesi olup devlet-i aliyyelerinin 

ahval-i hazlrasmdan Sardunya Krahmn memnuniyeti ve resm-i tebriki mutazammm 

olmakla manzur-l hiimayun-l miilukaneleri buyurulmak i9un arz ve takdim kllmdlgl 

rehn-i ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emr ii ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Manzurum olmu~tur 

Sardunyall tarafmdan 9iinki bu vee hIe izhar-l memnuniyet ile tebrik olunmu~ bu 

surette hizmet-i riyasetten dahi iktizasma gore be-vehb-i mahzuziyet olundugunu --­

--- eevap verilsin. 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 17457 

SevketIu, kerametlu, mehabetlii, kudretlu, veliyyii'n-niam efendim, 

Bi-havli'llahi teala nam ve ni~anian mahv ve ilga olunan Yeniyeri neferatmdan 

Bahr-i Siyah bogazmda vaki on iki aded kale1erde bu1unan neferattan isteyenleri 

gelup Serasker Pa~a kullan maiyyetinde asker tahrir olunmak ve vi1ayetlerine 

gitmeye talib olan1ar mem1eketlerine gitmek ve evli buiunaniar ~imdilik 01 tarafta 

tevkif klhnmak uzere karar verilmi~ ve neferat-l mezkureden ~imdiye kadar U9 dart 

yuz mikdan mu~arun i1eyh kullan tarafma gelUp kendu hahlanyle asker yazIlml~ ve 

u9 dart yiiz miktar bekarlan dahi vilayetlerine gitmeyi istemi~ oiduklanndan bir ka9 

klta sefine tedarik ve iktiza eden kanun-nameleri tanzim ile irkab olunarak 

vilayetlerine def ve izam olunmu~ ve evli olanlan dahi mahallerinde kalrm~ 

oldugundan kaleleri tehi blrakllmamak i9un mu~arun ileyh kullanyla bi'l-muzakere 

be~ aded tOP9u ortasl tertib ve her bir kaleye munasibi veehle vaz' ve ikame 

olunmasl tertib kllmml~ olmagm Tophane-i Amireleri Nazlfl Efendi kullanyla 

muhabere olunarak Tophane-i Amirelerinden be~ aded tOP9u ortas! tertib olunup 

mu~arun iIeyh kullan dahi bugun Buyiikdere'ye azimet ederek tertib olunan be~ 

aded tOP9u ortas! neferatlm zabitamyla munasib ve luzumu vee hIe kalelere 

yerle~tirmi~ ve bir kIta defterini dahi taraf-l yakeriye gandermi~ olmakla defter-i 

mezkur manzur-l ~ahaneleri buyurulmak iyun arz ve takdim kl1111ml~ oldugu mehatt­

I ilm-i a1iIeri buyur:u1dukta emr ii fer man ~evketlu, kerametlu, mehabetlii, kudretlu, 

veliyyu'n-niam efendim, padi~ahlm hazret1erinindir. 
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Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Benim vezirim; 

i~bu takririn ve defter manZUf-l hiimayunum olmu~tur. Bu kalelerin her birinde kay 

aded neferat var imi~ ve topu sahihen ne miktar imi~ ve bundan boyle tertib 

olunacak neferat ne miktar olmak laZlm gelecek ve ~imdilik vaz ve ikame ettirilen 

topcu neferat ve zabitanmdan maada serasker-i mii~arun ileyhin askeri ikame 

ettirilmemi~ asIl benim sual ettigim buralandlr bir eyiice anlaYlp keyfiyeti bir 

vechle izah-l taraf-l hiimayunuma arz ve ifade edesin. 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 17478 

Rumeli Valisi kullannm Hiisnii Bey bendelerine mebus ~ukkasldlr. 

Devletlii, atufetlii, refetlii, miiriivvetlii, seniyyii'l-himem pederim mekadd-l ---­

efendim hazretleri, 

Eyalet-i Bosna'da vaki Saray kazasl ahalisi yeniverilik daiyye-i fesadmdan -----­

etmeyerek mel'anet ve ~ekavette oldukhinlll ve sebeb ve badi olanlar iylerinde 

bulunan eski yeniveri zabiti olan hain idiigini Yeni~ehir'e viirud eden silah~oran-l 

hassadan ibrahim Bey bendeleri taraf-l atufilerine ifade ve inha ve saadetlii Osman 

Pa~a bendelerinin biraderi Hiiseyin Bahtiyar Bey dahi ahali-i merkume ile ittihad ve 

muvafakat iizere oldugu mesmuu olmu~ idiigini ihbar ve ima etmi~ olmaktan na~i 

Pa~a-yl muma ileyh bendeleri tarafmdan biraderi Hiiseyin Beye 0 misillii fezahattan 

------ eylemeleriviin tahrir ve tahzir ve mahsus-l adem irsal ve tesyir kIlmmasl 

babmda bu defa irsal buyurulan ~ukka-i atufilerinin mal u ------ miirevves ihtivasl 

malum senaveri olup fi'l-hakika Osman Pa~a bendelerinin biraderi Hiiseyin Bey 0 

misillii haYlr ile ~erri fark ve temyize kudret ve zehresi olmayan bir taklm hayvan 

makuleleri habisleri ile muvafakat etmi~ oldugu surette tenbih ve tahziri lazlmeden 

ve herhalde emr ii irade-i seniyyeye gerdendade-i teslim ve nza olarak inkIyad ve 

itaat etmeyenler karibii'l-ahdde mazhar-l kahr-l azab-l ~ehin~ahi olarak bela-Yl 

sezalanlll bulacaklanlll ba'de'l-beyan mir muma ileyhimin 0 misilliilerden 

mufarakati zlmlllnda te'kid ve te~did olunmasl hem maslahata medar-l suhulet ve 

hem muma ileyhiima bendelerini varta-i hevlnakden sebeb-i tahlis ve himavet 
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olacagl keyfiyyat-l malumeden oImakla tlbkl i~ar-l devletleri tizere emirname-i 

atufileri Pa~a:'Yl muma ileyh bendeleri tarafma irsal olunarak savb-l senaveriden 

evvelce tahrir ve ikdam olundugu ve bu gtinler Pa~a-YI muma ileyh bendeleri Rahva 

canibinde olan askerimiz ile beraber bulunmu~ ise de yend ruz tarafma celbi 

musammim olmakla in~aallahu teala hUSUS-l mezbur sana dahi tenbih ve te'kid 

kIhnacagl karin-i ilm-i mekanm rehin-i re'fileri buyuruldukta taraf-l hulusverlerin 

tevcihat-l samimiyeleriyle vayesinde himmet ve mesar buyurmalan 

senaveridir. 

Fi 18 C 1242. 
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HATT-J HUMAYUN 17480 

Sevkethi, kerametlu, mehabetIu, kudretIu, veliyyu'n-niam kesiru'l-himmet efendim, 

Aga Pa~a kulanmn hizmetinden mufarakatmda mahzur olup olmagm hususunun 

mukteza-YI irade-i seniyye-i ~ahaneleri uzere muhzlr aga kullanndan munasebetiyle 

istimzaca yevm-i Cum'a cihetiyle vakit olmadlgmdan ba~ka mu~arun ileyh 

kullanmn bugun mu'tad uzere 9akerleriyle mulakatmda tekrar ne gune istinbat 

olunur ise ana gore hareket olunmaga tevakkuf-l bendei olmu~idi. Mu~arun ileyh 

bendeleri lede'l-vurud Kapudan Pa~a kullanndan sonra ba~kaca mulakat birle husus-

1 merkume dair hakipa-yi ------ cihandarelerinde olan ifadatlm beyan etmek 

hasebiyle 9akerleri dahi heman tevcihi istisvab edip ve hatta bogaz i9inde olan 

askere dair ve sair vesayaYl kenduye i~'ar eyleyup canib-i maali-menaklb-l 

~ehriyarilerinden istihsal-i izn-i ali ile ihalesi suretini serahate kenduye tefhim 

eyleyip lakin mu~arun ileyhin bab-l alilerinden avdeti ba'de'l-asr oimasl ve bazl 

kullanm dahi resm-i mulakah hasebiyle ah~am uzeri tasdi' etmemek ve te'hirinde bir 

beis gorunmemek mulabesesiyle bu gece ariza-i bendeganemi tehye ve ale's-sabah 

takdim etmek fikrinde iken ~erefris vusul olan mubarek hatt-l humayun-l keramet­

makrun-l padi~ahilerinde mutevekkilen ala'llahi teala Hudavendigar ve Kocaeli 

sancaklanmn Karadeniz bogazl muhaflzhglyla mu~arun ileyh yenigeri agahgmm 

dahi kul kethudasl Ahmed aga bendelerine tevcihi ferman-l isabet-makrun-l 

mulukaneleri buyuflllmu~ olmakla in~aallahu teala feth-i mehazz-l hayr olmak uzere 

heman bu geceden davetIe yann icra olunmak yahud ma'lum maali-meizum-l 

$ehriyarileri buyuruldugu uzere bi-minne teala yann olacak meclis-i me~verete 
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mu~arun ileyh kullan dahi med'uvv oldugundan tiz elden bir vakt-i munasib ihtiyar 

ettirilup kable'l-meclis ya hitammda hil'at-l seniyyeleri eksa ve ana gore muma 

ileyh ------ dahi ce~b ile mliteakiben agahk tevcih kIlmmak ~lklanndan ne gune 

irade-i hayriyet-i ifade ~ahaneleri buyurulur ise 01 vechle hareket olunacagl, 

Simdiye kadar te'hir-i yakerinin sebebi isti~'ar-l tacdarilerine buyurulmu~ olmakla 

abd-i kemterleri atebe-i ulya-Yl mulukanelerinin sadakati sermaye edinmi~ kolesi ve 

ber mukteza-YI ~i'ar-l yakeri sozu dola~t1rmak zeminlerini ~imdiye dek beceremeyup 

her ~eyde dogrucasml soylemek ve bir maksudum olur ise de sarihce beyan etmek 

usul-i abidanemden idugi Allahu'l-hamd menbau'l-hamm ve fuyuzat olan tabi' 

hakaYlk-~inas-1 ~ahanelerine a~ikar olmak umidinde olduguma binaen hUSUS-I 

merkumda garez-i asli yakeranem bi-avn-i hazret-i bari tevcihat-l aliyye 

~ehriyarileriyle rabltasma girmi~ usul-i husniye ve cehametii'l-viicuh bir halel 

gelmemek olup hazret-i huda alim bundan gayri bir nesne olmadl81 ve muzakere 

ettigim dai ve bendeleri dahi te'hirini evvel-emirde istisvab edip lakin mu~arun 

ileyhden keretle tahkik olduguna gore lillahi hamd bir mahzur gOriilmeksizin anlar 

dahi tevekkulen ihalesini muehhiren tensib eyledikleri ve i~bu takrir-i abidanem 

derdest iken ni'mu't-tesaduf te'kid-i taahhude dair mu~arun ileyh kullanmn tezkiresi 

gelmekle takdim kIlmdlgl mehatt-l ilm-i alem~umul padi~ahileri buyuruldukta her 

halde emr u ferman ~evketlu, kerametlu, mehabetlu, kudretiu, veiiyyu'n-niam 

efendim padi~ahlm hazretlerinindir. 



299 

Hatt-l Htimayun, 

Benim Vezirim, 

i~bu takririn ve Aga Pa~amn ~imdi viirud eden tezkeresi malum-l htimayunum 

olmu~tuf. Vakla bur ada da nizamma girmi~, usuli.in her halde hal elden hlfz-l 

himayesi lazlmeden olmakla pek de aceleye gelir maddeden degildir. Bu vechle 

teenni olunarak icrasma te~ebbus olunmasl in~aallahu teala devlet-i aliyyemiz 

hakkmda mehass-l haYlrdlf. Hak budur ki bu gun selamhkta mti~arun ileyh senin --­

gayet senande oldu. Sadr-l sablkada hayli sitemler germu~, bu mesnedde olanlara 

televviin yakI~maz. Arahkda seyler idim eski huyu oldugundan yine bildigine gider 

idi. Bi-minnet-i teala yannki gun takririnde i~'ar eyledigin uzere kable'l-mec1is 

yahud hitammda ol-vechle icra eyleyesin. Hak teala muvaffak bi'l-hayr eyleye amino 
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HATT-I HUMA YUN 19344 

Bosna Valisi Hacl Mustafa Pa~a kullannm Belgrad muhaflzl bendeleri tarafina 

meb'us kaimesidir. 

Devletlii, atufetlii, miiriivvetlii,re'fetlii, kannda~-l eaZ-l ekremim, Sultamm 

hazretleri, 

Taife-i yemyenyamn refine dair memalik-i mahrusaya irsal buyurulan evamlr-l 

aliyye misillii Bosna'ya dahi bir klta emr-l ali ile bir kaplclba~l miiba~ir tayin 

buyurulmu~ ve kaplclba~l muma ileyh Tlravnik'e gelip badehu taraf-l 

hulusverlerinden yamna adam terfikiyle medine-i Saraybosnaya gbnderilmi~ 

olmakla muma ileyhuma medine-i mezbureye vasIl ve keyfiyet-i vUcuh ve 

ahalisinin Itla'lalan hasll oldukta Yeniyerilik da'valanndan adem-i riicu'lanm beyan 

ve suret-i ~ekavet ve isyanda olduklanm ilan ederek muma ileyhumaYi iadeye -----­

dermeyan eylemi~ ve huluskarlan oldugum yerde kaleye kapanml~ ve eyalet-i 

merkume bu vechle kan~ml~ idiigini Yenipazar miitesellimi mir miran Osman Pa~a 

Dskilp mutasarnfl mir miran Ya~ar Pa~aya yazml~ ve mutasarnf-l muma ileyh dahi 

bir kIta ~ukkaslyla Kapl Kethiidasma bildirmi~ ve 01 dahi keyfiyet-i mezbureyi 

hakipa-yi hazret-i vekaletpenahiye arz eylemi~ olmakla keyfiyyet-i mezburenin 

etraflyla tahkik olUnmaSlyiin mutasarnf-l muma ileyh isti'laml havi cevabname-i 

hazret-i sadaretpenahi tahrir buyurulmaslm ve cenab-l devletmeab-l desturanelerinin 

saye-endaz olduklan Belgrad Bosna'ya karib olmak miilabesesiyle keyfiyetinin 

taraf-l mii~iranelerinden dahi tahkikine fer man buyurulmu~ idiiginden hUSUS-l 
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mezkur etrafIyla SUb-l huluskarlanndan tahrir olUnmaSl savab buyurulmu~ oldugunu 

mubin bu defa meb'us-l SUy-l hulusileri buyurulan tahrirat-l muruvvet-i gayatlan 

rahe-i zib ta'zim ve bi'l-cumle mefhumu karin-i zihn-i hulus vesimleri olmu~tur. 

Maru'l-beyan isti'laml havi cevabname-i samiye-i asafanenin bir kIta sureti muma 

ileyh tarafmdan taraf-l hulusverlerine gonderilmi~ ve keyfiyet bu cihetle ------(silik) 

lerinden hakikati uzere hakpay-i hazret-i vekaletpenahiye ifade olunmak lazlm 

gelmi~ olmakla hakikat-i hal bir klta ariza-i hulus~iarlanyla yendruz mukaddem 

hakipa-yi hazret-i asfaya arz ve ifade ve tatanm bendeleriyle ~ah-l rahden 

gonderilmi~ idugi ve muma ileyh Osman Pa~a ve Izornik mutasarnfl ZUlfikar Pa~a 

ve medine-i Saraybosna'da mevaliden olan re's-i ulema ve mutesellimi ve bu tarafta 

Bosna ricali ta'bir olunanlar ile kezalik ulemalane~kiya-yl merkumenin 

sergerdeleriyle yek dil ve yek cihet olup emr-i ~erif-i mezkurenin tenfiz ve icrasmm 

hafi ve gerek a~ikare muzakeresini edecek bir sadlk-l devlet-i aliyye olmayup la­

te~bih ricallerinden ve ulemasmdan her kanglSlna -----(silik) bakahm ~u maslahat-l 

hayriyenin bir muzakeresini edelim dedigimde aman efendim ben bilmem beni bu 

tekliften afv eyle deyu i'tizar etmekte olduklanndan emr-i ~erif-i mezkur ila hazihi'l­

an tenfiz ve icra olunamaYlp peyder pey medine-i mezbureye buyuruldular ve 

munasib olanlara kagltlar ve iktiza edenlere rey ve aman tezkireleri ve muteayyin 

adamlar gonderilerek uslub-l hakimane yoluyla ikdam olunmakta ise de e~kiya-Yl 

merkume ve muavin ve muttefikleri encam-l mulahaza-i fa side sine umumen 

tebaiyyet ve kar-l mekruhalanm maazallahi teala sekte ve halelden vikayet ve 01 

vechle da'va-Yl ma'lumelerinden adem-i ric'at bide irade-i aliyye-i ~ahaneye 

muhalefet etmekte olduklanndan boyle bir madde-i azime ve maslahat-l cesimede 

muhaccele ------ olmayup teenniyle hareket olunmakta mce hayr-l hafi zuhur 
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eyledigi bi'd-defeat tecarub-i hulus-~iarlan olmakla bu hususta dahi teenni ve uslub-

1 hakimane hareket ve biraz eyyam dahi sabr ve nasihat olunup encam-l kar her 

nerede karar ve huluskarlan dahi kulliyen aciz ve bizar kaldlglmda maazallah-l bari 

cevabl kaleme ahnacagl ifadesi tasdi-i serverlerine badi ve adamlan kuBan 

muavedetiyle feristade-i nadi-i devletmebadileri kllmdl. in~aallahu teala Ie de 

~erefi'l-vusul bundan boyle dahi canib-i rabba mucanib huluskarlann haYlr dua-Yl 

devletleriyle bad ve tevcihat-l mekkanm numayatlan takririyle dil~ad buyurmalan 

niyazlmdlf. 

Fi 3 S 1242 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 21804 

Bosna valisi Abdurrahim Pa~a kullanmn varid olan kaimesidir. 

Devlethi, inayetlii, merhametlii, ubbehetlii, veliyyii'n-nimet-i bi-minnetim efendim 

Sultamm hazretleri, 

<;aker-i der ----- tevfik-i cenab-l hiida ve kuvve-i niifus-l ~ecaat me'nus hazret-i 

padi~ahi ge~veraren ve asar-l tevcihat himem-i veliyyii'n-niamileriyle Bosna 

maslahatmda muvaffakiyet olduguna binaen vak'a-i ve niifuz-i bendeganemi 

tezyid-i irade-i seniyyesiyle taraf-l e~ref-i hazret-i ciharibaniden min gayri had 

sezavar inayet ve ihsan buyurulmak iizere maiyyet-i c;akeride bulunanlann 

miinasibi vechiyle suret-i taltifleri ne giina miinasib ise tertib olunmak Zlmnmda 

bir ht'a defter gonderilmesi ve silahdanm kullannm Tlravnik'te gayret ve ~ecaati 

vukuuna mebni kapucuba~tllk riitbesi tasmim buyurulmu~ oldugunu emr-i 

akdemce etmile-i ---- tekrim olan bir klt'a emirname-i merhamet-alame-i 

veliyyii'n-niamileri meali karin-i zihn-i bendeganem olarak maiyyet-i yakeride 

bulunan pa~a-yl muma ileyhuma bende1eri birer cihetle taltif ve ikram 

muamele1eri bi't-tabii hasII olup vesair kapudanan ve agavat ve sergerdegan 

saflannda dahi savb-l bendeganemden taltif ve te'mine dair tedabir-i lazImesi icra 

olunmakta oldugu ve muma ileyh Osman Pa~a mahdumu Mehmed Bey iyiin hassa 

hasekiligi niyazm,da olup muvaflk irade-i seniyye ise himem-i rahimileri erzan 

buyurulmasl ve iy yukadanm Osman Bey kullannm sadakat ve gayreti silahdanm 

kullanndan akdem sebkat etmi~ oldugundan ~ayan-l merhamet muma ileyh Osman 
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Bey kullannm kapucuba~lhk rutbesiyle bekam buyurulmasl iltimas ve eyalet-i 

Bosna'nm cumleten istihsal-i husn-i nizaml henuz bitmeyup bi't-teenni icrasl 

derdest oldugundan mezkur hil'atlann bir klt'a defteri takdim olunmu~ ise de 

vaktine te'hir ve kullanmn Saray'da ikamet olunmasl istid'alanyla cezaim 

guze~teleri afv-i istirhammda eyaliyle Bosnadan tertib olunmakta olan 

mahzarlann takdiminde cumleye hitaben bir klt'a ferman-l ali tasdir ve tesyir 

buyurulmasl hususunda akdemce takdim-i hakipa-yi veliyyii'n-niamileri kllman 

ariza-i yakeri meali mehatt-l ilm-i rahimileri buyurularak hakipa-yi hiimayun-l 

miilukane lede'l-arz me~mul nagah-l keramet asar hazret-i tacdari buyurulmu~ ve 

inha-Yl bendeganem vechiyle mulahazat-l yakeri iktiza-Yl hal ve maslahata tensib 

buyurularak fakat muma ileyh Ya~ar Pa~a tasmim olunan taltifat slrasmda 

akdemee ba-ariza iltimas olundugu vechle zir idaresinde olan Neveberde ve Lie ..... 

kazalanmn zahire bedeliyesi afvma dair ba-irade-i seniyye-i evamir-i ~erifesi 

pa~a-yl muma ileyh tarafma irsal buyurulmu§ ve hakk-l yakeranemde min gayri 

istihkak sezavar-l inayet ve ihsan-l humayun-l §ahaneleri zikr olunan ferman-l 

alinin irsali vaktine te'hir ve sair hil'atlann dahi tensib g6riileeek zamana tevkif 

buyurulmu~ oldugu ve muma ileyh Osman Pa~azade Mehmed Bey kullan hassa-i 

hasekiyan zumresine ilhak ve muma ileyh Osman Bey kullanna dahi avatlf-l 

aliyye-i mulukaneden kapueuba§lhk ihsamyla iktiza eden ruus-i hiimayunu 

emirname-i samllerine leffen tisyar buyurulmu§ ve silahdanm muma ileyh 

kullannm i~bu hizmet-i hayriyede emegi sebkat etmi§ oldugundan ylrakhgl 

hususunda irade-i ~eniyye taalluk buyurulmu~ idugine binaen akdemee keyfiyyet-i 

suret isti'lammda emir buyurulmu~ ise de muma ileyh hakkmda biqey 

ayllmayarak muma ileyh Osman Beyin kapucuba~Illk ile bekam buyurulmasl i§'ar 
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olunduguna ve mum a ileyhin dahi kapucuba~Illk veyahud aher bir miinasib ~ey ile 

taltiti hususunda i~'ar buyurulmasml amil bu defa ana ------ raY-I ta'zim olan bir 

klt'a emirname-i veliyyii'nniamileri ve mum a ileyhlerin ruUS-l hiimayunlan ziver-i 

tevkir olup mezamin-i celilesi karin-i zihn-i yakeranem olmu~tur. Bu kullan 

devlet-i aliyye-i ebediyyii'd-devamm izar kabul etmez gayri mu'tekidlerinden 

oldugum miilabesesi cemi' zamanda miistagrik oldugum envai niam-l celile ve nev 

a nev ve saha-i zuhur olan enfas-l merahim-i istinas-l ~ahane ve tu'fan-l re'fet-i 

ayat-l rahimaneleri bende-i sldk-l i~timal kIlmml~tIr. <;akerleri ve ittibalm kullan 

ciimlesi bendegan-l -----~anmdan oldugu ~erefine mebni muma ileyh Osman Bey 

kullanmn gayret ve sadakati silahdanm kullanndan akdemce vuku' ve sebkat 

etmi~ oldugundan muma ileyhin olvechle bekam buyurulmasl hususunda i~'anna 

miitecasir olunmu~ oldugundan bi't-tekrar muma ileyh silahdanm kullannm dahi 

kapucuba~Illk riitbesiyle bekam buyurulmasl iltimasma te'diben tasdia miitecasir 

olunmadlgl mehatt-l ilm-i rahimileri buyuruldukta muvaflk irade-i seniyye ise 

muma ileyh kulan hakkmda dahi 01 vechle sezavar-l inayet ve ihsan buyurulmak 

ifadesi ibraz-l hulus-I ubudiyyet-i sadlkanem siyakmda i~bu arZ-1 hal ----­

<;akeranem terkim ve takdim-i hakpayi vacibii't-ta'zim-i veliyyii'n-niamileri 

kIlmml~tlr. in~aallahu teala lede ~ereti'l-vusul mehatt-l ilm-i alem ara-yl rahimileri 

buyuruldukta her halde muhtac ve iimidvar oldugum hiisn-i tevcihat-l meymertet 

ayat-l kerimeleri fark-l bendeganemde derkar ve sayedar buyurulmak babmda ve 

her halde emr ii ferman-l lutf u ihsan bi-"payan veliyyii'n-nimet-i bi-imtinan 

efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 23 RA 1242 
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Telhis, . 

Malum-l humayun-l mulukaneleri buyuruldugu uzere mu§arun ileyh kullannm 

Bosna maslahatmda vaki' olan gayret ve husn-i tedbir ve muvaffakiyetine binaen 

atufet-i celile-i cihanbanilerinden mu§arun ileyh kullanna ihsan ve irsali tasmim­

ferma-YI hilafet-penahileri olan mucevher hanyerin ahali tarafmdan gelecek 

mahzarlara cevaben isdar kIlmacak emr-i aliye derc olunarak beraber gonderilmek 

uzere tevkif kIhndlgma ve maiyyetinde bulunup §ayan-l taltif olunan hil'atlar irsali 

hususu ve dahi kendisunun tensib edecegi vakte ta'lik olunduguna ve mukaddemce 

kapucuba§lltk iltimas eyledigi iy yukadanlll silahdanna sebeb-i tercihin isti'lamma 

dair yazIlan mektub yakerinin cevabllll mutazammm olup hakkmda ;;ayan 

buyurulan iltifat-l celile-i cihanbanilerinin ibraz-l te!?ekkurUyle iy yukadan muma 

ileyh kullanlll tercih etmesi ikisinin birden iltimasma te'dibinden na~i olarak 

silahdan muma ileyh kullanna dahi kapucuba~1l1k ihsan buyurulmasml iltimas 

etmi§ olmakla eyalet-i Bosna ve Saray ahalilerinin cerayim-i guze~telerinin afvI ve 

Bosna valilerinin ba'de'zin Saray'da ikametleri iyun Bosna'da vali saraYlllm in~a 

ve i'man isti'zalll hususlanna ve Saraylunun fen-i talimi icraya muba~eretlerine 

dair diger kaimesi ve 01 babda verilen iki klt'a i'lam ve uy klt'a mahzarlar ile 

beraber manzur ve mealim-vufur-l mulukaneleri buyurulmak iyun arz ve takdim 

blmdt. Mu~arun ileyh bendelerine ihsan-l humayun-l mUlukaneleri buyurulacak 

hanyerin irsali SIraSI gelmi~ olduguna nazaran be-vech-i muharrer isdan 

musammim olan ferman-i ali mu§arun ileyhin mukaddemce vurud ile me~mul 
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nazar-l meali eser-i cihandarileri buyurulan ~ukkasmda i~'ar etmi~ oldugu sebk ve 

siyak ve iktiiasl vechle takdir ve inayet-i celile-i padi~ahaneleri dahi derc-i -----­

olunarak maan tesyir ktlmmasl ve zikr olunan vali saraymm in~asma ruhsatl havi 

diger bir klt'a emr-i ali dahi isdar ve isra ve mii~arun ileyh kulanmn inha ve 

iltimasl vechiyle silahdan muma ileyh avatIf-1 seniyye-i mulukanelerinden 

kapucuba~lhk rutbesi i'ta olunmasl ve mii~arun ileyh bendelerinin Mehmed Arif ve 

Serif Ahmed ve Salih izzet ve ismail Hakkl Bey nammda d6rt nefer ogullan olup 

muma ileyh ismail Hakkl Bey kendii yamnda ve digerleri vilayeti olan Erzurumda 

olarak muma ileyhumdan Serif Ahmed Beyin muderrislik ve digerlerinin 

kapucuba~lhk ile ylrakhklan hususu kendiisiiniin pek marazi ve emeli ise de 

te'diben izhar edemedigini mukaddemce Bosna'dan avdet eden Mes'ud aga kullan 

mu~arun ileyhin siyak-l kelammdan his eylemi~ oldugunu ge<;en de bi'l-miinasebe 

taraf-l yakeriye ifade idup vakla mu~arun ileyhin ogullanmn 01 vechle iltaf-t 

celile-i ~ahanelerine nailiyetleri kendiisiine ba~kaca bir ~evk-i cedid ve mefhareti 

mucib olacagmdan muma ileyhum kullannm kapucuba~thk ve muma ileyh Serif 

Ahmed Bey kullanmn muderrislik ile bekam buyurulmalan hususlan muvaflk emr 

u idare-i mekar maade-i ~ehiryarileri buyurulur ise muderrislik hususu semahatlu 

~eyhulislam efendi dailerine bi'l-ifade iktiza eden ruusi celb ve ber minval-i 

me~ruh mu~arun ileyh kullannm silahdan ve u<; nefer ogullan i<;iin dahi d6rt klt'a 

kapucuba~ihk ruusleri takdir ve taraf-t yakeriden dahi iktizasl vechle cevabname 

tahrir olunarak mu~arun ileyh kullan hizmet-i ------ masrafmdan vareste olmak 

iyun zikr olunan evamir-i aliyye ile maan ciimlesi kapI kethudasl tarafma viriliip 

irsal olunmasl ve maiyyet-i mu~arun ileyhte sair hizmette bulunanlar iyun 

mukaddema kendusunden isti'lam ile geyende re'y-i aliye havaleten cevab yazmt~ 
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oldugu hil'atlar hususuna dair mii~arun ileyh kullan bu defa dahi serahaten bir~ey 

i~'ar etmemi~ ise de muma ileyh Mes'ud Aga kullan bu husus iyiin nezd-i yakeriye 

celb olunarak kendiisi 01 tarafta iken mii~arun ileyhin i~bu hil'atlar hususunda reyi 

ve tasmimi ne vechle oldugu sual olundukta vaki' olan ifadesinde vali-i mii~arun 

ileyh maiyyetinde olan mir miranlann birer suretle lazime-i taltifilerini kendusi 

icra ve sair kapudanan ve agavat ve sergerdegamn dahi taltif ve te'minine dair 

tedabir-i miinasebesini if a ediip bunun iizerine tekrar bu taraftan koriik ve kaput 

misillii ~eyler ile haklannda taltifat gosterilse ~lmarmalanm mucib olarak hal ii 

kallerine dahi pek i'timad olunur kabilden olmadlklanndan mii~arun ileyh 

~imdilerde bu sureti pek tensib edemedigine dair kendiisiyle 01 tarafta iken sohbeti 

ge9mi~ oldugunu beyan ve ihbar etmekle siyak-l ifadesine nazaran· i~bu hil'at 

hususunun mii~arun ileyh kullanndan bir gune inha zuhuruna terakkuben meskut 

blrakIlmasl miinasib gibi goriinmii~ ve iskenderiye mutasarnfl Mustafa Pa~a 

kullanna miicevher kutu ihsan-l hiimayunlan buyurulacagma dair mukaddema emr 

ii irade-i seniyye-i ~ahaneleri ~eref-sudur buyurulmu~ oldugundan bu defa Bosna 

valisi kullan ile beraber mii~arun ileyh hakkmda dahi asar-l iltifat-l seniyye-i 

~ahaneleri sunuh buyuruldugu halde oldugu kapl kethiidasl tarafmdan irsal 

kIlmmasl suretleri hatt-l giizar olmu~ ise de bu hususlarda dahi ne vechle irade-i 

aliyye-i padi~ahaneleri miitealltk buyurulur ise mukteza-Yl miinifi icrasma ibtidar . 

kl1macagl mehatt-l ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emr ii ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emr 

efendimizindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 
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Bosna valisinin i!?bu kaimesi diger kaimesiyle i'lamat ve arZ-l mahzarlan manzur 

ve malum-I hiimayunum olmu!?tur.Mii!?arun ileyhin ogullanmn dordiine dahi 

kapIClba~lhk verilsiin ve silahdanna dahi erkan iizere kapICl ba~I11k veri lip tarafllla 

hitaben isdan lazlm gel en emri ve kaplcl ba~lhk ------ ciimleten kapl kethiidasllla 

tesliman gonderilsin. Hanyeri tarafllla gonderdim ancak fermanlll balasllla hatt-l 

hiimayunum yazIlmak iktiza etmez mi ediigi surette bir suretini arz edesin ve 

iskenderiye mutasarnfllla dahi gonderilmek iizere miicevherli katv gonderdim. Bu 

dahi mutasarnf mii~arun ileyhin kapi kethiidasllla teslimen gonderilsiin ve 

tarafImzdan mii~arun ileyhin iktizasllla gore cevab tahrir ve irsal olunsun. 
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HATT-J HUMAYUN 21815.B 

Medine-i Saray ve mucibince Travnik e~kiyalanmn yazdlklan kagltiann sureti 

Yayc;e ve Golhisar ve Benaluka ve Gradi~ka ve Dobluca ve P--- ve Kuzarca ve Sus 

ve Ma'den-i atik ve Kurupe ve Bihke ve Usturyuc;e-i atik ve Petruca ve Guluca 

nahiyeleriyle cumle ulema ve kapudanan ve agavat ve ilimdaran ve sair cumle din 

kannda~lan hazeratl bundan akdem asitane-i aliyyede yenic;eriyamn Padi~ah-l 

alempenah hazretlerine harekat-l na-merziyesinden kiilliyen yenic;eri ocagllli ref 

eyledigi dergah-l ali kaplclba~Ilanndan Mehmed Aga yediyle eyalet-i Bosna'ya 

ferman-l ali sadlr olup cevap taleb olunmakla ancak bundan boyle nice nice bidatler 

zuhur olunacagl derkar olundugundan cumle eyalet tarafllldan cevab raci' oldugu 

ma'lumunuz oldukta her bir kazalanmzdan muntehib birer iki~er uc;er kimesneleri li­

ecli'l-isti~are Saferu'l-haynn yirmi dokuzuncu gun Saraybosna'da mevcud bulunmak 

ic;un irsal edesiz ve gayret edesiz. 

Medine-i Saraybosna'da olan e~kiya sergerdelerinin eyalet-i Bosnamn dort kol ta'bir 

eyledikleri kazalara yazdlklan kagltlarllllll Yerkulu'nun suretidir. 



312 

HATT-I UUMAYUN 21847 

Devlethi, inayetlu, atufet-ubbehetlu, merhametlu, re'fetlu, veliyyu'n-niam vefiyyu']­

lutf ve'l-ekrem efendim, Sultamm hazretleri, 

Saray ahalisi ocag-l mulga gayretinde olarak mukaddem sunuh eden emr u irade-i 

seniyyenin icrasmda teannud etmekte olduklanna ve bu cihetle Bosna valisi 

bulunan atufetlu el-hac Mustafa Pa~a hazretleri eyalet-i merkumenin idaresine 

muvaffak olamadlgma binaen bu defa eyalet-i merkume Belgrad muhaflzl vezir-i 

mukerrem devletlu Abdurrahim Pa~a hazretlerine tevcih ve mu~arun ileyh hazretleri 

galebelik ile derun-l eyalete girup terglb ve te~vik ile ahali-i merkumenin taht-l 

itaat-l idhal ile maksud hastl oidugu halde bunlara ~iddet iizere muamele olunmak 

iktiza edecegine itminaen hasbe'l-ihtiyat Gosine miitesellimi Giil Bey ve Akve 

zabiti Siileyman Agayl asakir-i vafiye ile serian Yeni Varo~a tayin ve bu bendeleri 

dahi li-ecli't-terhib bi'n-nefs-i hareket ~ayiaslm vermege irade-i aliyye-i ~ahane 

taalluk ederek keyfiyyet canib-i seniyyu'l-cevanib hazret-i veliyyu'n-nimanelerinden 

vali-i mu~arun ileyh hazretlerine ifade ve i~'ar buyuruldugu ifadesini havi ve bu 

babda gayret ve mubaderet klhnmasl tenbihini muhtevi bu defa irsal buyurulan 

emirname-i lazlmu'l-mutavaalan vasIl-l dest-i ta'zim ve mazmun-l vala miiniflerine 

Itla'-l bende-i mustedimleri olmu~tur. Kaffe-i emr ii irade-i saltanat-l seniyyede ve 

hususen i~bu meham-l lazlmu'l-ihtimamda ve vucuhiyle ikdam ve miibaderet-i 

bendeganem derkar olmaktan na~i derhal canib-i mezkure iyun askerin hazlr ve 

amade olmasl hususu taraf-l yakerimden tahrir ve irsal ve li-ecli't-terhib bi'n-nefs 

dahi hareket-i bendegi i'lan ve i~aa kIlmml~ olmakla ancak bu havalileriyle 
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hemhudud bulunup Saraylu e~kiyasma tab'iyyet ve Bosna caddesi uzerinde bulunan 

Ta~hca kasabasmm ussatma ianet ve wcuhuyle takviyet veren Kula~in ahalisinin 

suhulet ile celbi hususu merkum Gul Bey kullanna tahrir ve tavsiye klhnmaSlll1 

bundan akdem Yenipazar'da olan atufetIu Arif Bey bendeleri taraf-l bendegiden 

iltimas etmekle ol-vechle iltimaslan tizere tahrir ve tavsiye olunmu~ ise de bu ana 

kadar egerye bir gune haber ve cevap zuhur etmeyup ve itaat ve inklyad 

etmeyecekleri her ne kadar mulahazadan gayri baid ise de eger bu vechle suhulet ile 

inklyad idup celb olunurlar ise feni'mi'l-matlub Ta~hca kasabasl gailesinin dahi 

suhuletine medar olacagl zahir-i feemma olmadlgl surette darb-l dest ile 

in~aallahu'rrahman daire-i itaate idhal olunmalan lazlm gelse de yine Ta~hca 

kasabasmm maslahatl teshiline muceb olacagl bahir ve bu cihetiyle matlub 

buyurulan asker ibtida Kula~in badehu Ta~hca tizerine ta'yin ve tesyil kllmsa re'y-i 

bendegiye gore dahi mtinasib olup zira Kula~in kasabasl zikr olunan Gosine ve 

Akve ve gerek Pirezrin sancagmdan ma'dud olup oteden beru sancak 

mutasarnflanndan uhde-i yakeriye ihale olunagelen Bihor ve Tirgovi~te kazalan 

mabeyninde vaki ve ziyadesiyle yakin ve civar bulundugundan matlub buyurulan 

askerin mahall-i merkumeleri me'muriyetleri tahvil buyurulsa askerin dahi ziyade 

ylkacagl derkar idtigine mebni ~imdilik bunlan zuhura blraklhp matlub buyurulan 

askerin Y eni Varo~a gitmesi tensib buyurulmayacagl me'muliyle keyfiyetinin 

isti'lamiytin vali-i mti~arun ileyh hazretlerine tahrir olunmu~ ise de ol-babda re'y ve 

irade-i veliyyti.'nni'manelerine muntazlr oldugumuz ve bu babda re'y u irade-i 

aliyyeleri wrud edinceye kadar asker-i mezkur dahi hazlr ve amade olacagl ve 

in~allahu'r-rahman her ne vechle emr ti irade-i aliyye zuhur ve vurud eder ise derhal 

bila te'hir asker-i mezkur ihrac ve isbal klhnacagl arz ve beyam vesile-i ibraz-l 
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ubudiyetim olmu~tur. in~aallahu teala vasl1-1 hassa-i inayet ve keyfiyyet-i mehatt-l 

ilm-i atufetleri buyuruldukta 01 babda ve her hal de emr u ferman ve lutf u ihsan 

devletlu, inayetlu, atIfetlu, ubbehetlil, merhametlil, veliyyii'n-niam ve fi'l-lutf ve'l­

ekrem efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 17 B 1242 
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HATT-J HUMAYUN 21862.A 

Belgrad muhaflZI Abdurrahim Pa~amn kaimesidir. 

Devletlu, inayetlu, ubbehetlu, merhametlu, veliyyu'n-nimet-i biminnetim efendim 

Sultamm hazretleri, 

Bosna eyaletinde kain kapudanana hitaben sudur eden emr-i ali taraf-l c;:akeriye 

vusulunde maslahatt etrafIyla tefekkur edip sonra iktizasma gore tedbir olUnmaSlyUn 

emr-i ~erifi tevkif ve ser rii~te sizce nasih amiz yollu Izornik mutasarnfl ve 

kapudanana ve sair lazlm gelenlere kaglt yazlp adamlm kullanyla gonderildigi 

Bosna'ya memur saadetlu Arif Bey bendelerine ve hakipa-Yl devletlerine 

mukaddemce i~'ar ktlmml~ idi. Adamlm merkum kullan izornik'e duhulunden evvel 

beher kazadan birer iki~er adam mahsusen adam ta'yin olunarak Saraya istetilmi~ ve 

izornik'te bulunan be~ alb yiiz mikdan yeniyeri gayreti yeken sufeha dahi Zulfikar 

Pa~anm re'yi munazim olarak sufehadan birini gondermi~ler, adam-l merkum vanp 

kapudan ve saire ve pa~aya kagltlan teslim ettikten soma mufti ve kapudam ve 

ttmarlusu ve yerlu agavatmdan tahririmiz uzere yeniyerilikten el c;:ekip ve 

ni~anlanm kaldmp irade-i aliyyeye mutabaatt muzammm ilam ve mahzar tertib ve 

eyalet valisine gondereceklerini erae ettikte Pa~a-Yl muma ileyh bakahm adamlmlz 

gelsin Sarayh ne cevap verir ise biz dahi oyle hareket edelim diyerek imrar-l vakt 

etmege <;:abalaml~ ise de diger tarafll meyhaneleri kapayup ve ni~anlan kaldmp ve 

Izornikte yeni<;:eri agasl vekiline dahi bir i~e kan~mamasml tenbih edip Yeniyerilik 

iddiasmda olanlar ile birlikte olmadlklanm ve aga vekilini ve ni~anlan 
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kaldlrdlklanm ve meyhaneleri kapadlklanm mu~'ir-i ilam ve mahzar ile yerlti 

kulundan biiiyle vali-i mu~arun ileyh hazretlerine irsal eylediklerinin ifade-i hali 

zlmnmda tarafImlzdan gonderilen kagltlara ecvibe olarak kapudan ve mufti ve yerlu 

agavatmdan Ataullah aga kullan ba~ka ba~ka kagld yazdlklanndan Pa~a-yl muma 

ileyh dahi balada zikr olunan hususatta ve kagld yazmakta aynlamayarak muma 

ileyh dahi merkumlar ile birlikte hareket ve 01 birilerinin kaglt1an mealinde bir 

kaglt yazlp adamlm kullanyla gondermi~ ise de ma'nen Saraylu ile oldugu ve zikr 

olunan kagltlar muttefiku'l-meal olduklanndan birinin sureti ve keyfiyat-l 

mezkurenin tafsili mir-i muma ileyh tarafma tahrir ve irsal kllmarak mezkur 

kagltlann dort btasl aynen bu defa hakipa-yi devletlerine takdim kllmdlgl ve 

izornik kapudam ve mufti ve yerlu ve sipahinin bu defa olan hal ve hareketleri irsal 

eyledikleri kagltlanndan balada beyan bhndlgl uzere musteban ve adamlm 

kullanna dahi lisanen soyledikleri nefs-i izornik'te ve kazasmda yenis;eri namma 

olan gUruh-l mekruh bir altIyuz miktan edebsizden ibaret olup anlann dahi nam-l 

mekruhtan kifayed ettiklerini ifade kllml~lar ve izornik sancagl mulhafatmdan 

Tuzla kapudam kenduleriyle birlikte olup Sarayhdan aynlacagml taahhud ederek 

gonderdigimiz kagldm suretiyle tarafma mahsus bir adam gondermi~ler kapudan-l 

merkum dahi kagldmm gelmesini ve taraflmlza gerurmesini adamlm kullanna ifade 

etmi~ler ise de tiz avdet eylemesini merkuma tenbih etmi~ oldugundan mezkur 

kagldm gelmesine duramaYlp bu kagltlar ile avdet etmi~ yine merkumlann sipari~i 

olarak adamlm kullannm ifadesi Saraydan beru ------ kenannda olan kapudanlardan 

Gradicac kapudam Huseyin kapudan ve Derbend kapudam Mahmud kapudan ve 

Tlravnik ahalisinden maada Saraylu ile birlik bu kadar serhad tarafmdan dahi bir iki 

us; kapudandan Saraya adam vardlgl ve maadasl zatmda yeni<;:erilikte 
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olmadlklanndan ittifaklanna dahil Olmaml~ idiiklerini tefbim etmi~ler Bo~nak 

taifesi ehl-i· islam araslllda ciimleden imtiyazen daima serbestlik iddiaSlllda 

olduklan zahir ve bu defa gonderdikleri meflmmu ve adamlm kullannlll takririne 

ihale eyledikleri cevablanna nazaran in~aallahu teala eshel vechile yatl:?acaklan 

tefehhiim olunur. Bosna'ya me'mur buyurulan mir muma ileyh bendeleri Bosna 

caddesiyle gitmi~ oldugundan kapudanana olan emr-i ali bu taraftan mahallerine 

gonderilse taife-i mezkure dahi vesile ittihazlyla me'mura bakmayarak vasltaslZ 

devlet-i aliyyeyi tasdik ederler, kalan taklml dahi anlara ba~h ba~llla emir 

geldiginden ~oyle boyle soylerler imi~ deyu birbirinin iizerine atarak ciimlesi laklrdl 

yoga1tlp flrka flrka devlet-i aliyyeden meram tahsili za'mma dii~up bu suret i~in 

aglrla~masllla sebeb olacagl mulabesesiyle eyaletin cemi' keyfiyeti memur muma 

ileyhin eyalete duhuliinde me'muriyeti a~ikar oldukta kemaliyle anla~dlp 01 esnada 

iktiza eder ise emr-i ali mir muma ileyh tarafllldan kapudanlara gonderilmesi dahi 

bir miinasib suret oldugu hatlf-l yakeraneme hutur eylediginden emr-i ~erif bu 

taraftan mahallerine isal olunmayup mahfuzen yine hamili olan tatara teslimen mir 

muma ileyh kullan tarafllla icaleten gonderilmi~ ve i~bu ariza-i bendeganem misillu 

Ba'baretha tarafllla dahi bir tahrirat tesyir klhnml~ oldugu mehatt-l ilm-i ali 

buyuruldlikta emr ii ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Fi 15 RA 1242 
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BATT -I HUMAYUN 21894 

Devleth.i, inayetlu, ubbehetlu, merhametlu, veliyyu'n-ni'met-i bi-minnetim efendim 

Sultalllm hazretleri, 

Taife-i baglye-i yenic;eriyallln mahv ve ilgasllla dair Bosna tarafllla dahi bir klta 

emr-i ali ile irsal buyurulan kaplclba~l mahalline vusulunden sonra eyalet-i 

merkume derununda hudus eden keyfiyat aher tarafllldan suret-i icmalde vasIl 

samia-i devletleri buyurulmakla Belgradlll Bosnaya civariyeti hasebiyle keyfiyyetin 

taraf-l c;akeriden tahkikinde suhulet derkar olduguna binaen Bosna valisi hazretleri 

elyevm kalede midir ve ahali ne halde oldugu ve zuhur eden fesad ne surette idugi 

etraflyla tashih ve tahkik ve hakipa-yi devletIerine tasri' ve beyan klIlllmasl bablllda 

~erefvurud olan emir-name-i devletlerinin meal-i munifi malum-l bendeganem 

olmu~tur. Kapucuba~l muma ileyh Tlravnikte Bosna valisi hazretleriyle mulakat ve 

emr-i ~erifi ibraz ve klraat ve mu~arun ileyh Tlravnik'te olan serdar ve ni~anlan 

refinin ferdasl bir adamllli kaplclba~lya terfiken medine-i Saraya irsal ve 

vusullerinde bir gece tevekkuf ve sabahl emr-i ~erifi klraat eylediklerinde derhal 

Saray ahalisi c;ar~u ve bazan kapayup heman anlar dahi 0 gun Tlravnik'e avdet ve 

buniann akabince ahaIi-i Saray ic;lerinden birini Tlravnik'e serdar ta'yin ve irsal ve 

01 dahi Tlravnik'e vusulunde anda dahi c;ar~u ve bazar kapanup ref olunan ni~anlafl 

yine yerlerine vaz' ve gufteguya ba~laml~lar ve izornik ve sair kazaIanlll dahi tahrik 

ettiklerinden mu~arut,I ileyh tarafllldan g6nderilen emr-i ali suretine anlar dahi 

hu~utetle cevap vermi~ler hatta izornikte suret-i emr-i ali klraat olunduktan sonra 

naib ve birazlan sem'an ve taaten resmini eda ettikten sonra kapudanllllll bir 
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boltikba~l yirmi otuz ha~erat ile geltip paralamak suretinde naibin uzerine hucum 

ettiklerinden yine i91erinden birkayl naibi gU9 ile kurtanp hanesine eri~tirmi~ler ve 

birka9 gun sonra e~kiya firarilerinin hakkmda sudur eden emr-i ~erif Tlravnik'e 

vusulunde klraat olunmak i9un emr-i ~erifi mu~arun ileyh hazretleri mahkemeye 

gondermi~ ba'de'l-klraa kadlyla ba'zdan i'lam verilmesini munasib gordukte anlann 

dahi uzerlerine hucum ve kadlyla defterdan dogmu~ler ve kadmm zevcesi sadaya 

91kmakla ant dahi degnek ve ta~ ile dogmu~ler ve mukaddema bu vechle ettikten 

sonra mu~arun ileyhin tatanyla der saadete ba-arz ve mahzar adam 91kardlklan 

havadisini ne~r ettikleri ve bu tarafa gelenlerden boyle i~idildiginden buna mebni 

ol-vakt taraf-l <;akeriden ifade kllmmaml~ idi. Badehu mahzarlan gitmi~ gitmemi~ 

ve mu~arun ileyh tarafmdan dahi tatar gonderilememi~ ve gonderilmi~ misillu 

me~kuk haberler havali-i mezkureden gelen soylediklerinden VUkU'-l halin tahkiki 

ve kendilerinin hal ve keyfiyeti ve eyaletge birlikte mi degil ml civariyyetim 

hasebiyle bu kullanndan istilam buyururlar mulahazaslyla cins-i aherden i<;lerine 

varanlan tefti~ etmekte olduklanndan yine Bo~nak taifesinden olarak hala 

Belgradda mutemekkin bir adam gonderilmi~ idi. Merkum vanp iki u<; gun medine-i 

Saray'da ve bir iki gun Tlravnik'te edam etmi~ ve yine guftegulan ------ edugi ve 

mu~arun ileyhin asitane-i dersaadetten tatan gelmi~, deraliyyede sizin bu haliniz 

i~itildiginden isti'lam-l keyfiyyet zlmntnda bir klt'a emirname-i veliyyu'n-niami 

viirud eylemi~ ne cevab yazaYlffi deyu mu~arun ileyh hazretleri medine-i Saray'a 

mahsusen bir adam gondermi~ ve ahali-i Saray dahi der-ma'delet-medara arz u 

mahzar gondermek niyetiyle bir ka<; gun meFeret etmi~ler ise de bu ana kadar 

gonderdigimiz mahzarlar ocaga gonderilir idi ocak tarafmdan hem takdim ve hem 

kabulune sa'y olunur idi. ~imdi ocak olmadlgmdan arz ve mahzarlan verecek yok 
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ve meramlmlza musaade eder dahi yoktur diyerek mahzar ve adam gondermekten 

kari' olup yirmi be~ gune kadar iyilik ve kotulugumuzden der aliyyeye bizim iyin 

bir~ey yazmamak rica ederiz deyu yine mu~arun ileyhe bir adam gondermi~ler, 

mu~arun ileyh hazretleri ne cevap verip vermeyecegine bakmaYlp ~ayet duyulup 

kenduye de bir~ey ederler deyu duramayup gonderdigim adam kullan tatar 

ylkanlmazdan bir gun akdem Belgrad'a geldi ve eyalet-i Bosna serhadlerinden 

Klladu~a nam kal'a kurbunda kurulan panaYlrda Bo~naklar ile Nemyelu beyninde 

niza' vukuuyla tarafmdan be~er altl~ar adam mecruh ve helak oldugu mukaddemce 

mesmU'-l abidanem olmakla merkum kullanndan bu keyfiyet dahi sual olundukta 

niza'm vukuu sahihdir ve Hasan Aga dahi Nemyelu ile niza'da olup i~te bu defa 

Nemyelu otuzbin mikdan askerle gelmi~tir ve ehl-i islama atllan toplann kilesidir 

deyu on yedi~er ve on sekizer vukiyelik iki kileyi Hasan Aga mukaddemce -----­

gonderdigini Bo~naklar soylemi~ler ise de kilelerin geldigini ve Hasan Agamn zikr 

olundugu vee hIe mu~arun ileyhe sipari~ edip etmedigini geregi gibi tahkik 

edememi~ ve merkumun Bosna havalisinde i~ittigine ve sair gelenlerden istima' 

olunduguna nazaran Bo~naklar ile Nemyelu beyninde panaYlrda niza oldugu ve 

tarafeynden birkay adamm eerh ve helakl sahih ise de pek de kulliyetli ~ey vuku' 

bulmaml~ anla~I1lyor. Eyalet-i merkumenin eumlesi Saraylu ile muttefik midir degil 

midir deyu merkumdan ve aherinden ve mu~arun ileyhin dairesinden iftiraken 

gelenlerden sual olundukta ~imdilik soylemeleri eumlesi birlikte gorunuyor amma 

bu fesadl edenlerin ~iddetten korktuklanna mldlr yoksa hakikaten cumlesi birlikte 

midir geregi gibi anla~llmak mumkun degildir, zira ibtida Saray ahalisi fitneye 

tasaddi ettiklerinde cumle kazalanndan dahi nefs-i Saray'a adam celb edip muslim 

ve gavurdan beher evden ayda iki defa yirmi be~er kuru~ miri ve bag ve bagye ve 



321 

tarlasl hasIlmdan herkes evine goti.ireeegi az c;:ok me'kulattan klyye ba~ma giimriik 

namlyla iic;:er, be~er, onar paraya kadar klymetine gore ahnaeak ve tlmar ve zeamet 

ve c;:iftlik ve reaya elinde olan toprak eiimle miriye zabt olunaeak ve reaya ve kim 

oIur ise olsun ekdigi ekinden ve bag ve bagc;:esi hasIlatmdan ashabma fevt la-yemut 

yiyeeek verildikten maadasl miriye kabz olunaeakve evladlanmz asker ic;:iin ahnup 

diyar-l ahere gonderileeek ve bu suretle galebeligimizi azaltttktan soma kalanlardan 

dahi sag adam kurtulmaz deyu hatlra gelmez bunun emsali naSSl sogutaeak giin a 

giin sozler peyda ediip halk! deh~etlendirdiklerinden ba~ka ic;:lerinden devlet-i aliyye 

ile biz ba~a ml C;:lkanz bunun eneaml neye varaeak diyenlerden Saray'da ve 

Tlfavnik'te ve izornik'te bir iki iic;: adamm iizerine oldiirmek kasdlyla hiieum ve 

ba'dehu kimesne ile gorii~memeleric;:iin evlerine kapattlklanndan halkm gozii dolup 

korkusundan kendilerinin hilafI olarak bir~ey soylemeye kimse cesaret 

edemediginden anla~Ilmasl miimkiin olamlyor deyu merkum kullan ve mii~arun 

ileyhin dairesinden aynhp gelenler soyliiyorlar. Ancak Belgradda mukim Bosna 

tiiccanmn ba'zllanndan istima', olunan bu i~lere nzaSl olmayan vardlr ve 

ittifaklanna dahil olanlardan encamml fikir ile izhar-l pe~imam ederler imi~ bu i~e 

sebep olan ------ taklmmdan Saray yenic;:erisi ve birkac;: kapudandan Allah sebeb 

olanlan ~oyle boyle etsiin deyu inkar ediyorlar ise de Bo~nak taifesinin soziine 

i'timad olunmaz zira bu ana kadar tecriibe olunan tuttuklan bir i~in iki tarafml dahi 

elden blrakmazlar ve her ne tarafta bulunurlar ise bulunduklan mahallin tab'ma 

muvaflk soylerler. i~te bu evanede eyalet-i mezkureden i~itilen bu vee hIe olup ve 

yine hal ve keyfiyetlerinden celb-i ihbar ve hakipa-yi devletlerine arz ve i~'ar 

niyetiyle bir adam Saray'a ve andan Tlravnik'e gonderildigi ve miimkiin oldugu 

halde mii~arun ileyh hazretlerine gizliee takdim etmek iizere bir kagld dahi verildigi 
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ve iki adam dahi kazalanna irsal kllmdlgl ve'l-yevm mii~arun ileyh hazretleri 

kal'ada olmayup Tlravnik'te vUzeraya mahsus olan mahalde idiigi ve i;;bu 

gonderilenlerin avdetlerinde i~idiip ogrendikleri keyfiyyat ifadeleri misillu hakipa­

yi devletlerine arz ve i~'ar kIlmacagl mehatt-l ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emr ii 

ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Fi 27 M 1242 

Telhis, 

Belgrad muhaflzl Abdurahim Pa~a kullanmn varid olan kaimesidir. Diger bir klt'a 

~ukkaslyla beraber manzur-l hiimayun-l miilukaneleri buyurulmak i<;iin arz ve 

takdim blmd!. Muhaflz-l mii~arun ileyhin evvelki giin vurud ile merfu' atebe-i iilya­

yl miilukaneleri bhnan kaime ~erhle i~aret ve isti'zan olundugu iizere Bekta~i 

tekyeleri maddesi<;iin Rumeline Pirlepe'li Ahmed Efendi daileri gidiip Bosna'ya 

ulemadan aher bir dailerinin intihabl veyahud muma ileyh Ahmed Efendinin 

Bosna'ya azimetle Bekta~i tekyeleri maddesine ulemadan aher miinasibi bulunmasl 

hususu semahatlii ;;eyhulislam efendi daileriyle lede'l-muhabere mii~arun ileyh 

daileri muma ileyh Ahmed Efendinin Bosna'ya azimetle yerine Bekta~i tekyeleri<;iin 

aher birinin tedarik ve intihabllll tensib etmi~ olmakla mukaddemce muma ileyh 

Ahmed Efendi daileriyle Ali Bey bendelerinin Bekta§i tekyeleri<;iin Rumeli tarafma 

gidecekleri dersaadette ;;ayi' oldugundan dersaadete gore bu ~aiyada be's olmayarak 

belki Bosna havadisi Bekta§i me~reb olduklanndan tekye taharrisinden dolaYl bir 

nev bylii kal vuku' bulmamak i<;iin Bosna'ya gidecek muma ileyh Ahmed Efendi ve 

mektubi-i sablk Arif Bey ve gerek Rumeli'ye memur Ali Bey kullanyla maiyyetine 
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tedarik ve terfik olunacak daileri bu taraftan ihrac ile Edirne'ye vardlklannda muma 

ileyhuma Ali Bey ile maiyyetinde olacak daileri ------ humayun maslahatlyla 

me~gul olmak uzere Edirne'de tevakkuf ve aram ederek muma ileyhuma .t\rif Bey 

ile hasbe'l-civariye Bosna'ya dair tahsil eyledigi malumattan dolaYl vaki olacak 

ta'limatl vechle Bosna'ya azimet etmeleri ve in~aallahu teala bunlar maslahat 

me'murlanm yesr ve suhuletle icra ederek Bosna ahalisinin izhar-l muvafakatlan 

haberi vi.irudunda muma ileyh Ali Bey kullan Bekta~i tekyeleri maddesine 01 vakt 

~uru' ve muba~eret etmesi ve vakt u hale muvaftk olacagl muzak ere olundugu ve 01-

vechle Arif Bey. bendeleriyle Ahmed Efendi daileri Bosna tarafma ve Ali Bey 

kullanyla maiyyetine tedarik ve intihab olunacak daileri dahi Bekta~i tekyeleri 

maddesinde me'muren i'zam olunmak ve evvelki gun muhaflz mu~arun ileyh 

kuUanmn kaimesine serhle i~aret olundugu vechle Bosna maslahatIyun iki klt'a 

evamir-i aliyye lsdar ve taraf-l yakeriden dahi Bosna.valisine ve lazlm gelen ta'limat 

ve telkinatm icrasl vesayasml havi Belgrad muhaflzl mu~arun ileyh iktizasma gore 

ba~ka ba~ka mektublar tahrir ve tisyar klltnmak uzere muma ileyh Ahmed Efendi 

dailerine evvelce me'muriyet sablkasl zlmmnda uybin kuru~ harclrah i'ta oIunmu~ 

ise de Bosna'nm ----- takribiyle bu defa iki bin kuru~ dahi verilerek anm yerine 

diger intihab olunacak dailerine dahi uybin kuru~ i'ta olunmasl efendi-i mu~arun 

ileyh daileriyle muzakere olunmu~ ve muma ileyh Arif Bey kullanna dahi za'f hali 

cihetiyle onbe~ bin kuru~ i'tasl munasib gorunmu~ olmakla muvaflk irade-i seniyye­

i mulukaneleri buyurulur ise icrasma ibtidar olunacagl ve ~ukk-i mezkurede inha 

olundugu vechle Belgrad mellasl <;ukaclzade Mustafa Efendinin muddet-i hiikiimeti 

tekmil olunmu~ ise de ~imdilik Belgradda ikameti miinasib ve efendi-i muma ileyh 

dirayetli adam oimak hasebiyle 01 tarafta bulunmasl ba'zl ~eylerde muhaflz mii~arun 
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ileyhe dahi faideyi mustecvib olacagmdan i~'an uzere tevkif eylemesi kenduye 

tahrir kIlmacagl mehatt-l ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emr u ferman hazret-i men 

lehu'l-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Humayun, 

Belgrad muhaflzmm i~bu kaimesiyle diger ~ukkasl manzur ve ma'lum olmu~tur. 

Bosna maddesini artIk uzatmaga gelmez, heman muba~irlerin biran akdem 

9lkanlmalan lazlmdlr. Muma ileyhumadan Arif Beye onbe~ bin kuru:? ve Ahmed 

Efendiye dahi uybin kuru~un uzerine bir iki bin kuru:? zammlyle be:?bin kuru~ 

harclfah i'taslyla ihrac ve i'zamlanna mubaderet olunsun ve Ali Bey ile me'mur 

klhnacak efendi her kim olacak ise heman 01 dahi tedarik ve uybin kuru:? harclrah 

i'taslyla mu~arun ileyhin ~ukkasmdan inha eyledigi Belgrad mollasl muma ileyhuma 

tevkif eylemesi tarafmlzdan tahrir ve irsal olunur. 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 22062.N 

Ma'ruz-l abd-i dai-i deVam-l emr ii devletleridir ki, 

Devlet-i aliyye-i ebediyyii'd-devamda mukaddema yeniyeri ocagl kulliyen ref ve 

ilga olundugunu miibeyyin ~erefriz sahife-i sudur olan bir klt'a emr-i ali ser 

bevvabin-i dergah-l ali saadetlu Mehmed Aga miiba~eretiyle vurudunda aga-yl 

muma ileyh daire-i eyalete duhuliinde hademesi derun-l emr-i alide munderic 

olmayan enva-i turhi bidat-l muhaddeseibadullahiye tahmil ve arz ve dine muhalif 

tekalif-i baride ile sade dil giiruhunu tahvif ederek makarr-l vulat-l izam olan 

medine-i Tlravnik'e kadar caddede bulunan kazalar ahalisini tahdi~ ve bu cihetle 

bazl ----- olan kimesneler tevahhu~ eylediginden emr-i ali-yi mezkur ile medine-i 

Saraybosna'ya vurudunda VUCUh-l ahali ve sair zevi'l-ukul olan kullan sem' ve 

mutavaatl izhar iizere iken sade diller ber vechle etminan-i kalb-i adem-i 

husulunden derhal emr-i aliyi ez'anmdan sarf-l zihin etmi~ler ise dahi vUCUh-l ahali 

ve sair zevi'l-ukul bu hususa nasb nefs ve emr ii ferman -1 hazret-i zillullahiyi tenfh 

ve icraya. bu ana kadar sarf-l kudret ve bi-hamdillahi teala ----- ilahi zuhur 

eylediginden sagir ve kebir mefuum emr-i ali-i ezan ve bu gune bid'at-l muhaddese 

tahmil murad oimadlgllll teyakkun eylediginden cumlesi izhar-l itaat ve inkIyad ve 

emr-i hazret-i zl11ullahiye mutabaat birle emanet-i yapraz ile kazganlan emr ii 

ferman buyuruldugu iizere yaprazl asitane-i aliyyeye irsal iyun huzur-l lamiu'n-nura 

takdim ve kazgalll kal'a cebehanesine vaz' ve hlfz ve canib-i seniyyu'l-munakib-i 

evliya-Yl niamiden ehil ba-buyuruldu-i hatlr zabit nasb olunca bi'l-intihab ------ Ali 

Aga kullan ciimle ma'rifeti ve ma'rifet-i ~er'iyle ehl-i islama zabit nasb ve 
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Yeniyerilik davasmdan feragat ve ale'l-umum kavvam-l fer u ~evket hazret-i 

alempenahi ve ez ------ 6mr u devlet evliya-YI niaml da'vatma muvazabat ve bu ana 

kadar cumle nekes hakkmda bast-l cenah-l ~efk:at olundugu misillu fima ba'd dahi 

husn-i inzar-l merahim asar hazret-i ~ehin~ahi zuhur u ------ ve himem-i hazret-i 

evliya-YI niami ile haklannda tahrik-i ~ecere-i merhametleriyle kaffe-i mezalim ve 

ta'diyattan hlfz ve himaye olunmalan rica ve temennasmda olduklan 01 ki vakiu'l­

haldir. Bi'l-iltimas hUZur-1 merahim-i mevfur-l mii~iranelerine i'lam olundu. Baki 

emr u ferman hazret-i men lehu'I-emrindir. 

Fi'l-yevmi'I-hamis a~er min ~ehri Recebi'l ------ sene isneyni ve erbain ve mieteyn 

ve elf. 
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HATT-I UUMAYUN 22097 

Sevkethi, keramethi, mehabetlii, kudretlii, veIiyyii'n-ni'metim efendim padi§ahlm, 

Bosna'ya memur Arif Bey kullan tarafmdan §imdi bir taklm tahrirat vurud edip 

kaimeleri evvelce yazIlml§ oldugundan anlar da Saraybosna maddesinin kuvvet-i 

karibeye geldigine dair keyfiyyatt beyan etmi§ ise de Receb-i §erifin on yedisi 

tarihiyle sonradan yazdlgl §ukkasmda lilahi'l-hamd ve'l-minne cenab-l hakkm avn 

ve inayeti ve zat-l §evket simat-l zilluilahilerinin te'sir-i tevcihat-l kudsiye-i 

cihanbanileri bir katible Saraylunun ocag-l sadlk nammdan teberri ve emr ii ferman-

1 padi~ahanelerine itaat ve inkIyadlanm miibin Saraybosnadan i'lam ve kazgan ve 

kepce misillii ~eyler kal'a cebhanelerine kaldmhp c;:aprastlar dahi Bosna valisi 

Abdurrahim Pa~a kullan tarafma gbnderildigini mii~'ir defter viirud ederek i'lamat 

ve evrak-l saire ile beraber takdim kIlmdlgml ve hamden siimme hamden maslahat 

bu vechle gailesizce bitmi~ oldugunu inha ve i~'ar etmekle mir muma ileyh 

kullanmn ve Saray kasabasl efendi ve dailerinin i~bu tahrirat ile bi'r-riifeka gelmi§ 

olan adamlanmn takrirleri dahi kaleme aldmlarak cumlesi manZUf-l maalim-vufur-l 

miilukaneleri buyurulmak ic;:un arz ve takdim klhndlgl ve hakim-i muma ileyh 

dailerinin sa'y ve sadakati mukaddemden dahi i~idiliip bu defa mir-i muma ileyh 

bendeleri dahi· yazml~ oldugundan vakIa tarikince miikafata ~ayan ve mir-i muma 

ileyh kuIlan dahi dogrusu oltarafa vardlgl gunden beru c;:ah§arak lillahi'l-hamd ve'l­

minne hizmete muvaffak olmu~ olduguna ve haylice deyn ii masraf etmi~ idiigine 

mebni saye-i ~evketvaye-i ~ahanelerinde amn dahi taltifi miinasib oldugundan gayri 

gelen adamlan merkumamn dahi atiyye-i seniyye ile mesrur kllmmalanlazlmeden 
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olup ancak in~aallahu teala ah~ama sabaha vali mii~arun ileyh bendelerinin dahi 

tahriratI vunid edeceginden bi-minneti teala mii~arun ileyhin tahriratl vurud ile 

ibtida amn gelecek adaml ve ba'dehu bunlar taltif olunarak hakim-i muma ileyh 

dailerinin hasbe't-tarik terfi'-i rutbesi ve mir muma iIeyh bendelerinin atiyye-i 

seniyye-i ~ahaneleriyle tahsin-i hizmeti husus!an dahi oI-vakt hakipa-yi hiimayun-l 

cihanbanilerinden istizan olunacagi mehatt-l iIm-i alileri buyuruIdukta emr ii ferman 

~evketlU, kerametlii, mehabetlii, kudretlii, veliyyii'n-ni'metim efendim padi~ahlm 

hazretlerinindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Benim vezirim, 

I§bu takririn ve Bosnaya memur Arif Bey tarafmdan vurud eden tahrirat manzur ve 

mealleri ma'lumum olmu~tur. Lillahi'lhamd avn ve inayet-i hakla Bosna'nm bu 

vechle gailesinin bitmesi te~ekkiir olunacak ~eydir. Ancak sergerde~i e~kiya 

olanlann ettikleri habaset ve mel'anet yanlanna kalacak ise bu makulelerden 

bervechle emniyet ve lslah-l nefs etmeleri me'mul olmadlgmdan beher hal bu ma'ruf 

olan sergerdelerin i'dam ve izaleleritertibine bakllmasl pek elzem goruniir. Bakahm 

Bosna valisinin ne vechle tahriratl geliir, badehu ana gore icab ve iktizasma 

bakllsun. Hak teala mesalih-i devlet-i aliyyemize her halde suhulet ihsan eyleye 

ammo 
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HATT-I nUMAYUN 22174 

Devletlii, inayetlii, ubbehetlii, veliyyii'n-nimet-i biminnetim efendim Sultamm 

hazretleri, 

Mukteza-Yl memuriyet-i bendeganem oldugu ve akdemce ------ hamme-i beyan 

kIlmdlgl uzere ahz u ihzarlanna taraf taraf me'murlar tayin ve irsal olunan ocag-l 

mulga e~kiyasl firarilerinden ele getirilen yirmi nefer Tlravniklu ve on iki nefer 

Tlravnik nahiyelu ve iki nefer Na'rasiyetlu ve yedi nefer Saraylu ve bir nefer ----- ve 

iki nefer iznicelu ve iki nefer Velivkalu ve iki nefer BirceIu ve bir nefer Tlravniklu 

enderun-l Ali ki cem'an kIrk dokuz nefer e~hasm nefyi ve iclalanyla her birinin isim 

ve mahalli ve mahall-i menfasl bu defa takdim-i hakipa-yi veliyyu'n-niamileri 

kllman bir kIt'a defter de tebeyyun kIImml~ ve bunlardan maada ele gelen firari-i 

e~kiyadan nefs-i Saraylu on ve Tlravniklu onbe~ ve nahiyesinden altl ve <;elebi 

pazanndan iki ve izniceden bir ve Velivkadan bir ve FOya'dan bir ve Deboy'dan iki 

ve BeIne kazasmda vaki Yaniya kasabasmdan iki ki cem'an kIrk nefer 

mel'anetkaramn dahi katl ve i'damlanyla ruus-i maktualan bu defa tatanm kullanyla 

derbar-l mehabet-karara irsal olunmu~ idugi ifadesi ve Bosna defterdanmn oglu 

olup Bosna defter kethudaSI olan Ahmed dahi bu defa miiba~irine teslimen ihtimana 

nefy olunup merkum Ahmed tertib-i mucazata seza ise de pederi mezbur i'dam ile 

ceza-yl ------ bulduguna mebni merkum Ahmedin muddet-i t'nedide menfada meks 

ve ikamesiyle te'dib ol,unmasl nza-yl aliye muvaflk ise hakk-l merkumda olvechle 

inayet buyurulmasl hususu vesile-i arZ-1 ubudiyetim olmu~tur. in~aallahu teala 

keyfiyeti mehatt-l ilm-i alem~umuI veliyyu'n-niamileri buyuruIdukta 01 babda ve her 



330 

halde emr u ferman hazret-i veliyyu'l-emrindir. 

Fi 23 L 1242 

Telhis, 

Bosna valisi Abdurrahim Pa~a kul1anmn varid olan kaimesidir. Mukaddime-i 

i~'anndan mustezad oldugu uzere Saray ve Tlravnik ve sair ba'zl kaza ve nevahi 

ahalisinden ve ocag-l mulga e~kiyasl firarilerinden bu defa kirk dokuz neferini ele 

geturup nefy ve icla ve maada kIrk nefer habasetkaram dahi i'dam ve izale ederek 

ruUS-I maktualanm isra etmi~ oldugunu mutazammm olmakla e~has-l merkumun 

esaml ve ~ohret1erini mubeyyin gonderdigi bir klta defter ile beraber manzur-l 

humayun-I mulukaneleri buyurulmak i9un arz ve takdim klhndl. lrsal eyledigi ruus-i 

maktua pi~gah-l bab-l humayunlarmda hak-l ibrete ilka ve tatanna hil'at iksa 

olunarak kendusine dahi tahsini havi taraf-l 9akeriden iktizasl vechle cevabname 

tahrir ve isra olunmasl muvaflk irade-i seniyye-i mulukaneleri buyurulur ise emr u 

ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Humayun, 

Bosna valisinin i~bu kaimesiyle gonderdigi defter manzur-l humayunum olmu~tur. 

Gonderdigi ruus-i maktua-i nehade cay-l ibret klhmp tatanna hil'at iksa ve munasibi 

miktar atiyye i'ta kllmarak tahsini havi iktizasma gore tarafmdan cevab tahrir ve 

irsal oluna. 
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HATT-I HUMAYUN 22219 

Tataran-l hazret-i sadaretpenahiden Bosna valisi saadetlii Mustafa Pa~a hazretlerine 

tahrirat-l seniyye irsaline memur klhmp kapusuz tatar suretiyle gidip avdet eden 

Hacl Siileyman kullanmn takriridir. 

Tatar-l merkum Yenipazara vanp, Arif Beyefendi ile g6rii~mek ivin Yenipazar 

miitesellimi Osman Pa~a kirabargirleriyle Piri~tineye gitmi~ oldugundan bargir 

buiamadigma mebni iiv giin ikametinde Y enipazann var~u ve bazanm gezup 

ahalisinin hallerini tecessiis eyledikte emr ii fermanma itaatimiz vardir deyiip i'lam 

vermi~ iseler de muma ileyh Osman Pa~a muma ileyh Arif Beyi g6rmek i\fun 

Piri~tineye azimetinde bir ba~ eski Saraya gidiip Saraylu tarafmdan serdarlIk 

mektubu ahp zikr olunan mektubu meydana vikarmak daiyesinde oldugunu tarar-l 

merkum kullan haber almI~ ve pa~a-yl muma ileyh Yenipazara geldikte ~6yle bir 

havadis i~ittim haberiniz var mi deyu sual eyledikte ben de i~ittim lakin uyur yllamn 

kuyruguna basmam eger mektubu meydana ylkanr ise d6rt sekban g6ndertir ifna 

ederim ve bundan soma yine 0 misillu mektub g6turen olur ise am da ifna ederim 

demi~ ve soma merkum ba~ eski mektubu meydana yIkardikta pa~a-yl muma ileyh 

vUCUh-I ahaliyi celb birle be camm siz devlet-i aliyyenin her bir emr ii fermanma 

itaatimiz vardir deyu ilam ve mahzar verdiniz ~imdi niye mektub g6tiirtiiyorsunuz 

bu nasil. i~tir ya bu davadan farig olun veyahud bana bir cevab verin ben devlet-i 

aliyyeden korkanm durmam giderim demi~ anlar dahi ettiklerine taib ve miistagfir 

olup Pa~a ve miiba~ir-i muma ileyhiimanm ellerini 6piip tekrar iiam ve mahzar 

verecek olduklanm ve ~imdilik pa~a-yl muma ileyhin uhdesinde olan Mitrovise ve 
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Yenice ve Yenipazar ve Resnice ve ------- kazalannda zahirde yenic;erilik daVaSl 

olmadlgmI ve Ta~hca kaZaSI ahalisinin ekseri ma'hud-l gUruh-l mekruhdan idugini, 

Saraybosnada ocag-l merfua taklml kema fi's-sablk iddialannda mUSlff idugi ve 

agahgl takmml~ olan Ali Molla ve riifekalanndan Tahmisci ve ----- bayraktar ve 

Hasan Bey misillu bir ka<; sergerde-i e~kiya bir taklm erazil ile kendi hevalanna tabi 

olup ehl-i lrz dahi maglub oldugundan diledikleri gibi alup satmakta olduklanm ve 

mezbahaneye bir taklm tuccar gelup istanbul'da bizim tiiccarlanmlz var idi. Acaba 

geliyorlar ml deyu sual eylediklerinde yolda 6yle tuccara rast gelmedim. Lakin 

istanbul'da Bayezidde g6rdum, oturuyorlar idi deyu cevab verip ge<;mi~ ve gUruh-l 

mekruhun agalan olan Alinin konagl etrafmda beher gece yuz, yuz elli e~kiya 

dola~makta oldugunu ------- mesmu oldugunu ve fi'l-asl bu adet olmayup tatar 

merkumun vusulUnden d6rt gun evvelden beru zuhur etmi~ ve bu suret-i zahirde 

merkumu muhafaza olup i<; yUzunden bu da'va ba~a <;lkmayacagml akIllan kesdigi 

gibi bizi bu igfal eyledi deyu ele vermek ic;:un firar edememesi zlmmnda olacagl 

anla~Ildlgml, 

Tlravnik'e vanp hamil oldugu tahrirat-l seniyyeyi mu~arun ileyhe verdikten iki gun 

sonra dukkanlar kapamp Tlravnik e~kiyasl mahkemeyi baslp devlet-i aliyyeye 

takdim etmek za'mlyla duzdukleri mahzan sen de muhurle deyu Tlravnik hakiminin 

uzerine hucumlannda ben kendu kendumu hakimlikten azlettim. i~te ba~ katibe 

mirasla verdim, hakim odur ben degilim demi~ ise de kani' olmayup cebren 

basdlrmak i9un tatbik-i muhrunu aradlklannda tatbikimi klrdlm yoktur deyu cevab 

verdikte Mehmed isminde bir muhur bulup i~te bu muhrii bas deyu slkI~tlrdlklannda 
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ben bu el ile bu mtihrti basmam ama beni yaralar iseniz razlYlm lakin mtihtir 

basmam demi~ soma ba~ katibin imzasmi yazdmp ana bastlrml~ ve hakim muma 

ileyh mahkemeden ba~ka haneye ylkml~ oldugunu ve birkay gtin geytikten soma 

e~kiya taklml yine ayaklantp Camialtl nam mahalle cem' olup yerlti topcuba~l 

mti~arun ileyhin mukim oldugu Saraya kayml~ ve yerlti arabaci ba~IYI ahz ve 

cemiyetgaha gottirtip telef ve oglunu kaleye habs eyledikleri havadisi i~itilip sebebi 

sual olundukta ocag-l mtilgaya mtitealhk olan vUcuh Cuma gtinti resmen mti~arun 

ileyh gorti~mek iyun azimetlerinde ba~lannda olan alametleriyle kendilerine mebni 

arabaci Pa~a-i muma ileyh padi~ahlmlz bu ocagl kaldlrml~ hiy oimaz ise pa~aya 

gorti~meye gittiginiz vakit ~u ba~lanntzda olan kalafatlan ylkann da oylece gidin 

yine da'vamz var ise da'vamzl edin bu ------ bu gtinkti gtinde olmazdlr dedigine 

mebni bu pa~a tarafilSldlr diyerek i'dam eylemi~ olduklan tahkik olundugunu, 

Tlravnik vticuhundan Suleyman Pa~a zadeler ve Bosna defter-i kethtidasl ve Ata-i 

kebir muhaflzl Abdulkerim Pa~amn oglu devlet-i aliyye bendesi olduklan hasebiyle 

Sarayhlar bunlardan emin degiliz durmasmlar, gitsinler deyu lsrar etmi~ ve bunlar 

be~ altlytiz ylkmak sahibi olduklanndan bunlar dahi yokdan yok ve azdan az oiur 

deyu ylkmamaga lsrar eylediklerinde mti~arun ileyh yiftliklerinize gitmemeye lsrar 

eylediginiz takdirde sizi almak iyin Saraya hticum ederler ben de tahammtil 

edemeytip urun derim soma tiifenk patlar, tiifenk patlamaga ~imdiye kadar bir irade 

yoktur tekrar fesad hasll olmasun, yiftliginize gidin demi~ ve anlar dahi yiftliklerine 

yekilmi~ iken gtiruh-l mekruh tekrar cemiyet bide vUCUh-l muma ileyimin evlerinde 

birer adamdan ziyade kimesne kalmasun, istemeyizdemi~ ve ziyadeleri gidtip fakat 

birer adamlan kalml~ ise de ne vakit mti~arun ileyh matlub eder ise mevcud 
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tevabiimiz ile derhal en~lf1Z deyu mu~arun ileyhe daima haber gondermekte 

olduklanm, 

Mii~arun ileyhi birkay defa gordiikde soz ba~l olanlardan Bosna defterdanm devlet-i 

aliyye bendeligine te~vik etmekten ve nash ve pend eylemekten hali degilim lakin 

ne vakit boyle nash ve pend etsem merkum gider bir vesile ile erazili tahrik ederek 

bir fesad ylkanr ve bundan muradl bize karaltl gostermek oluyor. Su soz ba~Ilann 

birisi oisun bir tarafa yekilse kusuretinin kolaYl bulunur idi lakin yekime 

gelmiyorlar bir de ~u Ali Molla dedikleri habis hem dersaadette ve hem burada 

muteehhildir. Dersaadette ocakh takimlm el altmdan tahrik etmek veyahud 

istanbulun ahvalini tecessus ettirmek iyiin yegenini veyahud kaymm Ta~hcadan 

uydurdugu iki ~ahls ile haslh uy nefer olarak bundan iki mah mukaddem Saraydan 

ylkanp dersaadete gondermi~ oldugunu haber aldlm istanbula geldigin gibi Bab-l 

aliye ifade ile ~u habisler aratulsun deyu mii~arun ileyh tatar-l merkuma ifade 

eylemi$ ve tatar-l merkum gelur iken goz kulak olmu$ ise de 0 makule e$has gozune 

ili~memi~ oldugunu ve bunlann Bosna'dan ylkdlklan ~irmen mutasarnfl saadetlii 

Esad Pa$a hazretlerinin dahi galiyen mesmuu olmu~ oldugundan Edirnede tezkere-i 

memurinin yamna mahsus tarafmdan birisini ta'yin etmi$ oldugunu avdette Edirneye 

geldikte mU$arun ileyhin tatar agasmdan munasebetle anlaml$ idugini, 

·~I'1ii~arun ileyhin verdigi cevabname ile Tlravnikten ylklP Belgrad tarafma ugradlgl 

Tuzla-i Zir ve Tuzla-i Bala kazalan kapudanhk oldugundan buralarda dahi da'va-Yl 

ma'hud olmadlgml ve Belene kazasma vurudunda ayam Osman Aga tatar-l 

merkumu konagmda bir gece misafir edip ak~amdan sonra mevcud taklmdan elli 
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a1tml~ kadar e~has gelip bir taklm turrehat soylemi~ gitmi~ yatacagl vakit dort nefer 

kimesne gelup tatar agasl seni uyhusuz bltakacaglz amma bu maslahat 91kah bizim 

gozumuze uyhu girdigi yoktur. Bosnalmm cumlesi fena degildir, i9imuzde guzel 

adam 90ktur. Lakin erazil taklml ehl-i IfZlmlza galibdir. Amn i9un bir~ey 

soylemiyorlar. Devlet-i aliyyeye cumlemizi kotu anlattrlar ve padi~ah-l alempenah 

efendimiz dahi cumlemizi kotu belleyup Bosna gibi memleketim yoktur buyurur ise 

bir taraflmlz Nemgelu, bir tarafImlz Karadag ve bir taraflmlz Slrphdur. 09 du~man 

arasmda biz bu kadar 90luk ve yocuk ve nisvan ve sibyan gavur elinde kahnz bizim 

halimiz nasIl olur deyu du~unuyoruz dediklerinde tatar-l merkum dahi <;unkii 

boyledir buna dair dai ve tebrikiniz nedir ve nasIl olsa munasibdir deyu sua I 

eyiedikte kulIiyetlu asker ile bir vezir tayin buyurulur ise ehl-i lrz aynhr vezirden 

tarafa olur, 0 vakit kotunun hakkldan gelinmek asan olur dediklerinde bo~naklar pek 

<;okluktur hem yigit adamlardlr yalmz bir vezir ne yapsun deyu aglzlanm aradlkta 

eski bo~naklar kalmadl Bosna bildigin gibi degildir butiin <;oluk ve <;ocuktur, 

Bosnalu ticaret ile geyinir. Bogazlar kesilup i<;eri.iden dl~aru kimse <;lkanlmasa ve 

beruden dahi i<;eruye kimse sahverilmese ne yaparlar 0 vakit tabiatlyla aman-l 

amane gelurler deyu mahremane hasbihal etmi~ ve merkumunun birisine Abdi Aga 

derler imi~ obur u9 neferin is mini zabt edememi~ oldugunu ve'l-hasIl Bosnalu dort 

smlf olup bir smlfI sipahi, bir slmfl tuccar ve slmf-l diger kapudan bir flrkasl dahi 

gUruh-l mezcum olarak sipahi zumresi devlet-i aliyye bendesi olup bunlann ote 

tarafa meyi etmek ihtimali olmadlgml ve kapudanan dahi gUruh-l mekruh ile zldd 

idugini ve tuccar takIml dahi devlet-i aliyye tarafidlr diye bilur ise de bunlar daglmk 

oldugundan izhara cesaret edemediklerini teferri.is etmi~ idugini, 
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istanbul'da serasker kaplSmda ne surette ta'lim ve taallum olunmakta ise Belgrad 

MuhaflZl saadetlu Abdurrahim Pa~a hazn:~tleri dahi gece ve gunduz askeri taifesine 

ve yerlusune .oylece talim ettirmekte oldugunu ve anladlgma gore mu~arun ileyh 

BosnaYl me'mul eylemegini risaye-i hazret-i padi~ahide havali-i mezkura asude ve 

emin olup Belgraddan altl gunde gelemegini tatar-l merkum kullan takrir eder. 
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HATT-J UUMAYUN 22219.i 

Devletlii, inayetlii, atufetlii, merhametlii, re'fetlii, ubbehetlii, veliyyii'n-niam ve 

kesirii'l-lutf ve'l-ekrem efendim hazretleri, 

Devlet ikbal ile sag olsun, ma'ruz-l bende-i kadime ve yaker-i miistedimeleridir ki 

canib-i ~er'i ~eriften verilen fetva-Yl ~erife mucibince Yenigeri ocagl menhusesi 

kiilliyen ref olunmu~ ve yerine muallem Asakir-i 1tlansure-i Muhammediye tertib 

buyurulmasma ittifak-l ara: ile karar verilmi~ ve keyfiyyeti miiteaddid evamir-i 

~erifeler ve miiteayyin-i miiba~irler irsaliyle Rumeli ve Anadolu ve sair memalik-i 

islamiye-i Sahaneye ne~r ve ilan buyurulmu~ olmakla bu babda Bosna'ya hitaben 

isdar buyurulan ferman-l celilii~~an yend ruz tarafmda mahsus-I muba~ir ile irsal 

olunmak iizere oldugu beyamyla Bosna kIlagmm miftahl Yeniyeri zabitam 

yedlerinde olmak ve sair ba'zl blat dahi ellerinde bulunmak ve orf-i bende olmu~ 

ba'zl rusumat Yeniyeri tarafmdan icra klhnmak misillii ~eyler adet-i belde idugi 

malum olan halattan olmagm zikr u beyan klhndlgl iizere Yeniyeri ocagmm 

kiilliyen aradan kaldmlmasl cihetiyle bu misillii adetlerin fima ba'd viilat ve 

miitesellim bulunanlar taraflanndan zabt ve irade ve icrasl lazlmeden olmakla 

keyfiyyet-i hal ma'lum-l bendeganem oldukta ittifak-l amme ve icra-l ummet-i 

Muhammediye ile tanzim olunan karann tamamca suret-i tenfiz ve icrasl ne makule 

tedbir ve esbaba miitevvafflk ise infazl esbablm zihn-i bendeganemde tasavvur ve 

tasmim ile kararla~hnp emr-i ~erif-i mezkur lede'l-vusul ana gore icrasl hususuna 

sa'y ve gayret olunmasllli amir-i mukaddemce sudur buyurulan ferman-name-i 

be~aret-alame-i veliyyii'n-nimaneleri ocak tatarlanndan .Mustafa Aga kullan 
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sahabetiyle medine-i Saraybosnaya vusul-i bendeganemin ferdasl rahe-i zib ta'zim 

ve bu tedbir-i hasene-i farizamn icra buyurulmasma huda hakk-l kemal-i 

mahzuziyet ve surur-i azim-i bendeganem olmu~ ve muteakiben dergah-l ali kapucu 

ba~Ilanndan saadetlu Mehmed Aga bendeleri muba~eretiyle 01 babda sadlr olan 

ferman-l celilU~~an-l mezkur dahi makarr-l vtilat-l Bosna olan Medine-i Tlravnik 

daru'l-fesad ve't-tahrike duhul-i bendeganemin dorduncu gunu ~erefbah~-i vusul ve 

tertib-i divan ile feth u klraat ve mazmun-l itaat makrum suret-i emr-i ~erif 

mucibince buyurular ile muba~irler tayin kllmarak ilan ve i~aat olunmu~ ise dahi 

Medine-i Saraybosnada olan reis-i ulema ve mu'tilerinde olan sergerde-i e~kiya ve 

mutesellimi bi'littifak suret-i muhalefete ictisar ile erazil-i e~haslanm ta'lim ve 

tahrik birle muhalefetlerini izhar eyleyup bi'l-muhabere Medine-i Tlravnik'te 

muttefikleri olan Bosna defterdan Yaman Bey oglu defter kethudasl Ahmed Bey ile 

Tlravnik muftisi dahi ahali-i Tlravnik'i kulliyen silahlandmp ve ayaklandmp gece 

ve gunduz biran ve bir saat ihtilal ve fesaddan hali ve ferag olmadlklanndan emr u 

ferman buyurulan hususat-l mezkurenin icrasma be~ mahe karib yol bulamaYlp 

vaktine ta'lik olunmu~ oldugu ifadesi arZ-l hal-i purmelal-i bendeganem tahririne 

ibtidar ve tatar-l merkum kullannm muavedetiyle hakipa-yi veliyyu'n-nimanelerine 

takdime ictisar klhndl. in~aal1ahu teala hakipa-yi veliyyu'n-nimanelerine vasIl 

keyfiyyed hala itla'-l rahimaneleri hasil oldukta bu babda vaki olan taksirat-l 

acizanem damet ~eref-i ----- veliyyu'n-nimaneleri mestur buyurulmak babmda emr il­

ferman devletlu, inayetlil, atufetlu, merhametlu,re'fetlu, ubbehetlil, veliyyu'n-niam 

ve kesiru'l-lutfve'l-ekrem efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 

Fi 17 R 1242 
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HATT -I nUMA YUN 22285 

Benim saadethi, mukerremetlu, muriivvetlu, birader-i eaZlm Sultamm efendi -----­

hazretleri, 

A vn ve inayet-i hakla ortadan kaldlfllml~ olan Yeniyeri ocagl ve yolda~hk tabiri ve 

sair hususlanmn usul ve furu'lan beyamyla buna dair sunuh ve sudur eden irade-i 

keramet-ifade-i padi~ahi mahrusa-i Haleb'de tenth ve icra olunmasml havi yendruz 

mukaddemce varid olan emr-i ali ~eyh Bekir nam mahalde divammlzda hazlr olan 

VUCUh-1 ahali ve sanadid-i tuccar ve sunuf-l askeri muvacehesinde feth-u klraat ve 

ilan ve i~aat olundukta cumlesi serfuru-berde itaat ve inklyad olarak muktezasl 

icrasma mubaderet olunmakla durust-i temhir olan taahhud ilaml ve mahzar-l ahali 

ve arzuhal mahlasl ile hUSUS-I mezburun muba~iri saadetlu Ali bey hazretleri bir kay 

gun zarfmda mutayyiben dersaadete iade olunacaktlf. Hak teala her i~lerimizi hall u 

asan ve Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediyye ile devlet-i aliyyeye te'yidat-l kaviyye 

ihsan eyleye amino Ammenin i'tikadiyesine gore Haleblunun kavl ve fi'line i'timad 

caiz degil ise de taht-l itaatte olanlara zarar ve ziyan kasdlmlz olmayacagl hafi ve 

celi iktizasma gore anlatlldlgmdan ve eski yeniyerilerin iylerinde mer'iyyii'l-hatlr 

bulunanlan farzen hukuk-l ~er'iyyeden dolaYl hafifce habs olmak lazlm geldikte 

erazil-i saire misillu tiifenkciba~I zincirine bend ettirilmeyup keenne serdar 

konagmda oturur gibi bundan boyle eyalet yavu~lar emini odasmda habs ile 

kadirlerine riayeti va'd eyledigimizden anlar da yolda~hk lafim aglzlanna 
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almayacaklarma kavi soz vermeleriyle uslu otururlar zannederiz. Ancak Halebte 

olan sadatm iylerinde haylice edepsizleri olmagm bunlar anlara istihza yollu bir 

arahk takllmakla meyanelerinde uygunsuzluk zuhuru habra hutur eder ise de 

mukaddema ve hala emirler vUcuhu tarafma dahi tenbih ve takyidden hali 

olmadlglmlzdan ba~ka ahali-i Haleb cumlesi din ve devlet-i aliyye bendeliginde 

muttehid olmak vesayasl derun-l emr-i alide tasrih buyurulmu~ oimasl isabet ve 

keramet nevinden olmakla in~aallahu teala 01 makule istihza ve iddiaya dahi cesaret 

eder olmaz ------ ederler ise de ~evketlu, kudretlu, padi~ahimizm sayesinde bi­

avni'llahi teala ve bi-kereme te'diblerine bakIltr heman rabbim vukela-YI saltanat-I 

seniyyenin tedbirlerin ahsen-i takdire muvaffak ederek ~an ve ~evket-i islamiyeyi 

yevmen fe-yevmen muzdad eyleye amin-i summe amino Haiebde olan konsoloslann 

yasakyllan Yeniyeriler tarafmdan memur olduklan ecilden ba'de'zin anlann bekasl 

usul-i haliyeye elvermeyecegi konsoloslara haber gonderilerek ref ettirilmekle diger 

guruhtan lisan-l arab a a~ina yasakytlar istid'a etmi~ oiduklanndan eyalet yavu~lan 

mulazimlerinden tertib ve ta'yin olunmak musammemdir bakahm konsoloslar da bu 

tertibe raZl olurlar ise rabitasl sureti bab-l aliye arz olunur. Eski serdar Urfa'h 

Mehmed Aga ve birkay kimesne dahi hassa silah~orlugu niyazediyorlar. Isim yerleri 

aylk olarak uy silah~orluk mektubu ihsan buyurulur ise iktizasma gore munasibine 

verilerek ba'dehu isimleri deftere kaydolunmak uzere pusulasl irsal olunacagmi 

devletlu, inayetlu, veliyyu'n-niam sadrazam efendimiz hazretlerinin hakpayilerine 

ifade eylemeniz me'muldur. 

Fi 13 Safer 242 
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Telhis, 

Haleb valisi Vahid Pa~a kullanmn ~ukkaSldlr. Ocag-l Sablkm ilgasma dair sadlr 

olan ferman-l alinin vusul ve infazlyla muba~iri avdet ettirilmek uzere oldugunu ve 

sair ba'zl i~'aratI mutazammm olmakla manzur-l humayun-l mulukaneleri 

buyurulmak iyun arz ve takdim kllmdlgl ve mu~arun ileyh bendelerinin iltimas 

eyledigi isim yerleri iyun uy bta Silah~orluk mektublanmn irsali muvaflk irade-i 

seniyye-i mulukaneleri buyurulur ise tahrir ve irsal ettirilerek kendusune iktizasl 

vee hIe eevab yaztlacagl mehatt-l ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emf U ferman hazret-i 

men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Humayun, 

Manzurum olmu~tur, 

iltimas eyledigi silah~or1uk mektublan isim mahalleri aylk olarak irsal ve kendisine 

dahi iktizasma gore eevab tahrir oluna. 
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HATT-I HUMA YUN 23985 

Franca padi~ahmm dersaadette mukim biiyiikeh;isi Ceneral ------ senaverlerinin 

takriridir. 

Ha~metlu Franca padi~ahmm elyileri ve konsoloslan istedikleri yasakyllan i'mal ediip 

bu hususta kendiilere miinasib olmayanlan istihdam eyle deyu cebr oIunmayalar deyu 

Francaluya i'ta buyumlan ahidname-i hilmayunda musarrah olduguna mebni ezmine-i 

sablkada devlet-i aliyyeye ettigi hidemat sebebiyle sair asakir-i Osmaniyeden milmtaz 

olan yeniyerilerin ocagl elyilere ikramen yasakyl hizmetiyiln tayin olunup Franya 

elyileri 01 zamandan bem bu vakitlere dek ocag-l mezkumn neferatmdan yasakyllanm 

intihab etmi~ iken bir kay aydan bem yeniyerilik naml ortadan kalklp yeniyeri ocagl 

kiilliyen ref ve ilga olundugundan sefaretlerin muhafazaslyun Galata Voyvodasl 

tarafmdan adamlar irsal olunup 01 vakitte elyi ba~l Franyada bulunup darussaltanatta 

bizzat mukim olmadlgma nazaran ve devlet-i aliyye bulundugu keyfiyyet ve vakt u 

hale tatbiken Franca maslahatguzan mesfurlan ila hinin kabul etmi~ ise de eIyi ba~l 

Franya diyanndan bir iki aydan bem avdet etmi~ olup kendisi serasker oldugundan 

maada Franya padi~ahmm bilyiik elyisi olmakla payesi vUcuh ile vezirlerin payesi ile 

hem ------ ve elhamdulillah hala fesad ve ihtilal kemal-i emniyet ve asayi~ milbeddel 

olduguna binaen Galata voyvodasmm verdigi adamlar elyi-i muma ileyh senakarlannm 

~anma muvafIk olmadlgl melhuz devletleri buyumldukta gerek yeniden ihdas olunan 

ocak ve gerek topyu veyahud tersane-i amirenin ocagmdan hasll-l kelam hal a mevcut 

olan iiy ocaklardan biri Franya elyilerinin muhafazaslyun ikramen tayin ve tahsis 

olunmasl babmda bir kIta emr-i alinin lsdanm elyi-i muma ileyh senaverleri istid'a ve 

takrir eder. 
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BATT -1 BUMA YUN 24283 

Atufetlii, saadetlii, miiriivvetlii, kannda~-l eaZlm Sultamm hazretleri, 

Dlrama ahalisinden bazllan nefy ve iclaya seza olduklan derbar-l ma'delet-karar-l 

miilukaneye arz ve inha olunmagm miiba~irIer ve ustaslyla ahz ve Tuna sevahiline 

nefy ve icla olunduklan ve iylerinden defteri-i MlSlr Mehmed Bey oglumuzun 

biraderleri Halid Bey daileri Selanikte bulundugu ve kendi halinde oldugu Selanik 

Valisi vezir-i miikerrem atufetlii Omer Pa~a senaverleri tarafmdan arz ve inha 

olunmakla Itlakma miisaade-i aliyye-i ~ahane erzan buyurulmu~ ve lazlmu'l-sudur 

olanferman-l ali tasdir ve mii~arun ileyh tarafma tesyir kIlmml~ oldugu i~arat-l 

atufilerinden malum-l mahlasl olmu~ idi. Muma ileyh Halid Beyin hamd ii sena ve 

sepas ve duayl havi tarafma ba~ka ve kannda~l mir muma ileyh tarafma ba~ka ariza 

ve mektubu gelmegin keyfiyeti bilinmi~ ve iyal ve evladlyla Mlslra celbi tasvib 

olunmu~ ve mir muma ileyh oglumuz tarafmdan mahsus adam gbnderilmi~tir. Muma 

ileyhin iyal ve evladlyla MlSlra gelmesi hiisn-i himmete ve muavenet ve miizaherete 

mevkuf olmakla hiisn-i iktizaSlnI icraya bezl ve ruyet ve sarf-l gevher-i hamiyyet 

eylemeleri me'muldur. Vech-i muharrer iizere makrun-l nazar-l mahlasl olan 

varakaya nazarari Dlramadan iclasma irade-i aliyye taalluk eden ahali yirmi ii9 

nefere balig olup bunlar her ne kadar kendii halleriyle me~gul iseler de cehalet 

iktizaslyla agazda bulunmu~ ve nefy olunmu~ olduklan ve ekserisi ma'lum mahlasl 

olan eski adamlardan .oImakla kendilerinden hilaf-l nza hareket me'mul olmadlgl ve 

bi'l-husus Dlrama kasabasl kaleden ari ve ahalisi Yeniyerilikten beri olup 

beynlerinde Yeniyerilik makalesi havadis gibi i~idiliir ve fakat lafzl sbylenir ~ey 
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olup bu daiyeyi etmek ve ylkmayacak yola gitmek bunlann itikadma miinafi ve 

i'tiyadlanmn hilafl idiigii nezd-i mahlaside miisbet olmagm zat-l merahim-i ayat-l 

miilukaneye bah~ullahi olan merhamet ve ~efkat iktizasmca sebillerinin tahliyesi ve 

iylerinden Mahmud Pa~a biraderi Osman Bey hadisu's-sin oldugu cihetle keyfiyeti 

yendan ma'lum degil ise de gelip~,$idenlerden i~itildigine ve beyan-l hal edenlerden 

haber alunduguna gore 01 dahi kendii halinde oldugu ve ocak-zade olup rahm u 

re'fete ~ayeste idiigi bedihi olmagm makrun-l afv-I hiimayun buyuruldugu surette 

Dlrama'da ikametine miisaade buyurulmaz ise MISlra irsali hususunda miisaaka-i 

behiyye-i ~ahanenin mebzul ve me~mul buyurulmasl eazz -1 me'mul mahlasl idigi ve 

bunlann afvml kaleme almaktan ve rehin-i merhamet-i miilukane olmalanm istid'a 

etmekten murad hallerini bildigim ve acezeden olduklanna vaklf oldugum ecilden 

taraf-l hiimayun-l ~ahane iyun dua aldlrmak miitalaalarmdan ibaret idigi ve ehl ve 

erbabl vasltaslyla tahkikine himmet ve istiknah-l hale riikun ve ra'bet olunsa boyle 

bulunacagmda ~iiphe olmadlgl ve bu vechle merkumlann ~ayan-l afv u inayet ve 

sezavar-i rahm u re'fet olmasl eaZZ-1 rica-YI mahlasl oldugu ifadesiyle sahife-i 

mahsusa-i miiveddet tahrir ve tesyir olunmu~tur. in~aal1ahu teala lede'l-vusul hakk-l 

iktizasmm icrasma sarf-l himmet ve senad gevher-i hamiyyet buyurmalan me'mul-l 

halisanemizdir. 

4 N 1242 

Telhis, 

MIsir Valisi kullannm kapi kethiidas1 Necib Efendi tarafma mersul kaimesidir. 
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Bundan akdem Dlrama kazasmdan Tuna sevahiline nefy ve icla ktlmml~ olan yirmi 

u9 nefer ahalinin isnad olunan tOhmetten beriyyu'z-zimme olduklanm beyan ve inha 

ederek afv u Itlakleri hususuna ve i91erinde Mahmud Pa~a biraderi Osman Beyin 

ba'de'l-ltlak Dlramada ikametine ruhsat-l seniyye buyurulmadlgl halde mir muma 

ileyhin MISlra gonderilmesi musaaka-i. seniyye evzan buyurulmasl hususlanna 

iltimas ve istid'a etmi~ olmakla zikr olunan menfilerin tohmetleri Yenigerilik 

hebasetinden dolaYI olmayup memleketce niza' ihtihal kabilinden olarak isim ve 

keyfiyetlerini mubin divan-l humayunlan kaleminden bir klt'a pusulasl indirac 

ettirilerek manzur-l hiimayun-l ~ahaneleri buyurulmak i9iin arz ve takdim kIlmdl. 

Vali-i mii~arun ileyh kullanmn inha ve niyazl vechle merkumunun afv u Itlakieri ve 

muma ileyh Osman Bey dahi kezalik Itlak olunup ba'de'zin Dlrama'da hanesinde 

kendii haliyle ikameti ~artIyla ruhsat verilmek veyahud ister ise :NI1s1ra gitmek 

~lklannda tahrir ktlmml~ hususlannda bu vechle emr ii irade-i merahim-ade-i hazret­

i ~ehin~ahileri ~eref sudur buyurulur ise emr ii ferman hazret-i men lehu'I-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Vali-i mii~arun ileyhin i~ bu kaimesi ve kalemden mahrec-i pusula manzur ve 

ma'lum-l humayunum olmu~tuL ~iinkii mii~arun iIeyh bundan afv ve ltlakleriyun bu 

vee hie iltimas ederek yazlyor tlbkI i~'an iizere Itlak olunsunlar ancak Dlrama 

mutasarnfl i~bu esseyyid Pa~amn dahi keyfiyet-i hali ma'lumu olmak i9iin tarafmdan 

iktizasma gore mii~arun ileyhe yazup bildirulsun. 
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BATT -I UUMAYUN 24728 

Sevkethl, kerametlii, mehabbetlii, kudretlii, veliyyii'n-niam efendim, 

Bagye kapisl haricinde duhanci Giritli Ahmedin nefyi ve teb'idi babmda ~erefriz sudur 

olan hatt-l hiimayun-l ~evket makrunlan mantuk-l miinifi iizere merkumun Rodos'a 

nefyi ve iclasl babmda iktiza eden emr-i tasdir ve miiba~iri dahi ta'yin olunmu~ idi. 

Merkum ordu-YI hiimayunda hala Yeniyeri agasl kullanmn bacanagl oldugu mesmu' 

olduguna binaen haremi i~idiip rica ve ~efaat edecegi ve miisemmir olmayacak olur ise 

ordu-YI hiimayuna tahrir ile aga-yl muma iIeyh kullan tarafmdan ~efaat ettiriip 

mahalline vanr varmaz Itlakl dahi ------- miilahazalan hatlrgiizar-l abidanem olup 

hUSUS-l mezbur rikab-l mualla elkab-l ~ahanelerine arz ve i~'ar birle olbabda ne vechle 

emr il irade-i hilsrevaneleri miltealhk olur ise iktizasl icra olunacagl mehatt-l ilm-i 

alileri buyuruldukta emr ii ferman ~evket1ii, kerametlii, mehabetlii, kudretlii, veliyyii'n­

niam efendim padi~ahlm hazretlerinindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

Kaymakam Pa~a, 

Merkumun nefyiyle tedibi hususunda falana miltealhktlr deyu sana bayrak gosteren 

kimdir? TarafIma bildiresin. BakaYlm benim cezm eyledigim kimesneler midir? Bu 

hususta bir nisa taifesine maglub olup umur-l siyasiye muattal ~ Qiur mu? Bu 

mugalataYl eden Yeni<;,eri agasmm adem-i mutavaatml i~rab ediyor. Sen emrimi icra 

edip merkumun ehlinden mukaddem ordu-YI hiimayuna yazasm ve merkurnun ifsad 

eyledigi fesadeler sana bayrak gosterenlerin ma'rifetiyle oldugu a~ikar oldu. 
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HA TT -I UUMA YUN 25635 

Benim vezirim, 

Fetva-Yl ~erif mucibince ittifak-l ara ile karar verildigi iizere ocag-l amiremden bir 

tar aft an e~kinci neferatl tahrir olunmakta ise de bu neferatm suret-i talim ve 

taalliimleri ne vechle olacak egeryi neferat-l mezkura miinavebe tarikiyle tahsis 

olunan mahallere gidip tiifenk ile talim edecekler ise de kullanacaklan tiifenk ne 

cins olacak ve usul ve furuunu kimden g6rup me~k edecekler, elbette bu fenni biIir 

ilstad adamlar iylerinde bulunmak iktiza eder zannederim. 0 makule fennini bilir 

adamlar var mldlr, bu tekelliiften murad mukteza-Yl vakt-i hale gore i~imize 

yarayacak vechle kesb-i maharet etmeleridir yoksa ni~an urmak ve usul ve furuunu 

bilmeyerek her biri korlemeden atacak iseler hiybir ~ey demek olmaz, kaldl ki bu 

kadar adam evvel emirde atub tutmasml ve usul ve furuunu ogrenmedikye barut ile 

yat pat tiifenk atmalan sakil bir ~ey olup bayagl Frenkler istihza ederler evvel be 

evvel bu neferatm kuru talim etmeleri lazlm gelir bir de eyyam-l sayfde Davutpa!?a 

ve Kaglthane'de miinavebe ile gidip talim edecekler ise de karakl~ i9inde nasIl 

edecekler elbette bo~ durmamalan i9in bir miinasib yakm mahalde kuru talim 

etmeleri iktiza eder zannederim ve neferatln talime gidecekleri mahaller neresi 

olacak ise 01 mahaUe istanbul halkmm seyr ve tema~a tarikiyle kesret iizere 

gidecekleri zahirdir. Ma'haza bunda mazarrat vukuu melhuzdur bunun menine ne 

vechle bakllmak ve kl~ derununda kuru talim etmeleri ne ~ekil usule konulmak 
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iktiza edecek ise §imdiden du§unulmek lazlmeden olmakla ana gore Huseyin Pa§a 

ve sair iktiza edenler ile gayet mektumen muzakere edip iktizaslllI taraf-I 

humayunuma ,azimet ve ifade eyleyesin hak teala mesalih-i devlet-i aliyyemizi 

teshilat-I subhanesine mukadir eyleye amin. 
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HATT-I UUMAYUN 31434 

Devlethi., saadethi, atufethi, refetlii, seniyyu'l-himem efendim Sultamm hazretleri 

Bundan akdem ber mukteza-Yl ~er-i ~erif cumle ittifaklyla yeniyeri e~kincisi olarak 

der aliyyede tahrir olunup icra-Yl talim ve taallume karar verilmi~ olan asakir emr-i 

taallume muba~eret olunmu~ iken bir tabm erazil ve e~kiya makulesi bagtaten Et 

Meydanma cern olarak fesada ictira eylediklerinden e~kiya-Yl merkumenin 

haklanndan gelmek niyet-i hayriye-i mefruhaslyla liva-Yl saadetii'n-neva-Yl hazret-i 

seyyidu'l-enbiya -i aliyye ve ala ilahe efdalu't-tahyai Sultan Ahmed camii ~erifine 

ihrac ve ehl-i lrz guruhu dayire-i ittifaka celb ve sayir sunuf-i askeriye ile canib-i 

~eriat-i garradan verilen fetva-YI ~erife mucebince uzerlerine sel-i seyf ve hucum 

olunarak li'llahi hamden ve'l-minne e~kiya-Yl mezburenin cumlesi ta'meten. ~im~ir 

ve kahr u tedmir ve kl~lalan ihrak ve yolda~hk ve yeniyerilik nam} ve ocaklan 

kulliyen terkin ve ref ve Asakir-i Mansure-i Muhammediye unvamyla tanzim ve 

sayir vesaya-YI seniyye-i mu~temil bu defa ~erefbah~a-yi ·sudur olan ferman-name-i 

hazret-i vekalet-penahi ikdam olundukta der akab ikametgah-l senaveride tertib-i 

divan birle cumle vUCUh-1 belde ve yeniyeri ve sunuf-l sayire ruesalanm hazret-i 

senaveri celb ve ihzar ve muvacehesinde feth u klraat ve mazmun-l itaat makrum 

ilan ve i~aa olunarak cumlesi seman ve taatan diyerek saye-i merahim vaye-i 

~ahanede tertib buyurulan Asakir-i Mansure can ve ba~lanmlzla beraber ve emr u 

irade-i tacdariye itaatten sermu ictinaf etmeyeceklerini her birleri takrir-i kelam 

eylediklerinde tlbkl irade-i seniyye-i ~ahane iizere derhal yar~l ve dukkanlarda 

yeniyeri alametleri olan ni~an tahtalanm kesr u imha ve bade iy kalede olan 
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Yenic;eri Agasml ihrac ve dayire-i sitayi~-kari halkma ilhak birle memleketin 

muharasasic;un tUfenkc;i ba~lmlz elli nefer tUvana asker ile enderun-l kaleye tayin ve 

esvak ve c;ar~l kollugu tabir olunur mahalle kaplctlar kethudamlz Mustafa Aga 

memur ve tayin kllmarak ve hakimu'l-vakt efendi daileri ve vUCUh-1 belde ve taraf-l 

senaveriden mu'temed ve mu'min adamlanm kullan tayiniyle bi'l-muayenet ve bi'l­

ittifak ibrail'de vaki meyane kl~lalannda mukim a~C;l ustalanm ihrac ve yedlerinde 

olan c;apraz ve kazgan ve sayir edevat-l miriye ba defatir yekan yekan ahz birle is: 

kalede mahall-i me'muna va'z ve hlfz olunarak sefayin ile der aliyyeye irsal 

ktlmacagl 01 vechle kl~lalar kaptlan sedd u derkemin ve muvakkat-l ~er'iyle temhir 

ve ciimle vUCUh-l belde ve sunuf-l sayire yekdil ve yekzeban olarak ed'iye-i hayriye­

i hazret-i cihanbani ve saniyen ezderbar-l omr ii devlet-i cenab-l vekaletpenahi 

mudavemet ve muvazabat uzere olduklanm bir klta ilam-l ~er'iyesi tanzim ve 

temhiren derbar-l merhamet karara takdimine ictisar krlmdlgl in~aal1ahu teala lede 

ahseni'l-vusul karin ilm-i alem ara-yl samileri buyuruldukta badema SUb-1 

senaveranemi ta'tifen behiye-i diinevazileriyle bad ii us'ade himem u febiheleri eazz 

u mearib ve ihzar-l matlub bi irtiyablandir. 

Fi 25 ZA 1241 

Telhis, 

ibrail muhaflzl SUleyman Pa~a kullanmn varid olan kaimesidir. Ocag-l sablkm 

mahv ve ilgaslyla yerine Asakir-i ~lansure-i Muhammediye tertib ve icra olundugun 

mutazammm tahrir ve tisyar olunan mektub-l c;akerinin cevabml mubin oimakia 01 
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babda ibrail naibinin bir klta ilamlyla beraber manzur-l hiimayun-l miilukaneleri 

buyurulmak i9iin arz ve takdim klhndlgl mehatt-l ilm-i alileri buyuruldukta emr ii 

ferman hazret-i men lehu'l-emrindir. 

Hatt-l Hiimayun, 

ibrail muhaflzmm i~bu kaimesiyle naibinin ilaml manzur ve malum-l hiimayunum 

olmu~tur. Elhamdulillah ~imdiye dek gelen tahriratm ciimlesi birbirine tevafuk 

ediyor. Bundan boyle gelecek tahriratlann dahi mealleri mutablk gelerek umumi 

giinlerin bir ~emaSI hast! olur in~aallah. 
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HA TT -I nUMA YUN 34933-B 

Devlethi, inayetlu, merhametlu, veliyyu'n-niam, kesirul ekrem efendim, Sultamm 

hazretleri, 

idare-i uhde-i bendeganemde olan Tokat voyvodahg1 iki seneden bern saye-i vakt-i 

aliyyede imkan-I mertebe k1yl u kal olmaya ~imdiye kadar idare olunmu~ ise de 

kaza-YI mezkurda naib-i ------ olan efendi daileri memur oldugu umur-I ~eria ile 

iktifa etmeyerek takarrur davaslyia ocag-I merfu bakayalanndan serdar-l inam 

Mehmed ve vakayi-i sabikada usta bulunan ser ------ kor odaba~l ve ------ ba~1 

Hasan odaba~l ve haflz oglu Hasan ilimdar ve bu defa naib efendiye u9bin guru~ 

verip ---- ~erife izin alup ------ olan Serif oglu Halil ilimdar ve Dagdelen Hasan 

ilimdar ve ----- Mehmed ilimdar ve hala ~ehir kethudasl ------ HafIz ve ~i~9i 

Mehmed tlimdar ve bakkal ba~l HaCI Mustafa i~bu mezkurul esami kimesneler gece 

ile efendi hazretlerine vanp bun dan boyle bizden lazlm gelen galilat ve tedibat 

vukuunda bizleri voyvoda habsine vermeyup dizdarhanesine itsal buyurulsun deyu 

niyazlanna muma ileyh dahi soz verip ve bunlar ile ittifak uzere balide-i 

mezkuramn kaffe-i ticaretini bunlara muhasara edup ve varide olan tekalif-i ~ahane 

ve mesarifat-l saire mustakilce aceze makulesine tahsis etmi~ olup umur-i ~eriadan 

ba~ka bir hususa vaZ-l yed etmeyesun deyu kendine emr-i sami zuhur etmi~ ise de 

yine tenbih olmayup ulema ve agavattan kimesnenin haberi olmayarak ilan idup ---­

-- emrini gotUrmu~ oldugu Abdusselam efendi ile mezkuru'l-esami kimesneleri 

ba~ma cem edup bundan akdem Sivas valisi devletlu Mehmed Pa~a hazretleri 

huzurunda ruyetolunan muhasebati kafl~t1rarak gizlice bir defter edup matlub 
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buyurulan asker bedeliyesini dahi idhal etmeyilp kendilnden sual olundukta 0 

hususlan devIet bana sual eder deyu cevab verilp ve saye-i ulyada kendine soz 

bulup iskat etmek milmkun ise de merkuman ile milttefik olmak hasebiyle ~ayet bir 

fesad C(lkarup bunlann yUzlerinden fukara ve zuefa birer fenaya mebla olarak sonra 

kullan dahi muatlb olurum mulahazaslyla na<;ar her yer etvarlanna vazi olarak 

midad ve muma~at ile ~imdiye kadar vakit geC(irilmi~ ise de iki seneden beru her bir 

ahvale vaklf devletlu Celaleddin Pa~a hazretlerine ve VUkU-l hali ifade-i anzlye 

etmi~ isem de bu defadahi eyalet valisine ifade etmek vacibe-i ------ olmakla 

Medine-i Sivas'a vilrud ve keyfiyet-i hali ifadedattan avdet-i milddetim tekmiline 

kadar umur-l fukara-Yl ruyet-i azlim ve ibkam haberi zuhuruna kadar idare eylemek 

uzere isem de 01 hain-i din ve devlet olan merdudlann IaYlkl vechle tedibatl ve taht-

1 rabltaya idhali hususundan sarf u nazar buyurulsa gerek kullannm ve gerek 

gelecek voyvodamn idare-i hayr imkamn olmaYlp her halde bunlann mazarratlan 

defiyle kaffe-i ehl-i lrzlye ve fukara-Yl ra'betin davat-l haberiyesine mazhar 

buyurulmak babmda emr u ferman devletlil, inayetlu, merhametlil, veliyyil'n-niam 

ve'l-ekber ve'l-ekrem efendim Sultamm hazretlerinindir. 
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HA TT -I HUMA YUN 43477.A 

Bosna kadlsmm ilamldlr, 

Maruz-l dai-i devam-l omr ii devletleridir ki, 

Bundan akdem der aliyyede vuku bulan fesad ve fitne yenic;eri ocagmdan ne~'et 

etmi~ oldugundan kulliyen aradan yeniyeri naml kaldmlmak babmda ve dergah-l ali 

kapucuba~Ilarmdan saadetlii Mehmed Aga yediyle taraf-l dersuturanelerine ve 

mucibince taraf-l alilerinden maan ba-buyuruldu miiba~irler yediyle sudur ve 

inayetriz buyurulan ferman-l vacibii'l-ittiba' medine-i Saray'a vurudunda medine-i 

mezburda yeniyeri agasl olan Serturnai Ali nam hain-i din ii deviet ile diger 

Serturna vUcuhundan ------ nam miifsid ve serdengeyti Bakiri ibrahim ve diger 

Tahmisci Mustafa ve Peynu ibrahim ilimdar ve miitesellim-i beled Osman Bey nam 

hainler der akeb bir taklm erazil makulesi cern ediip kapucuba~l aga ma'iyyetinde 

olan miiba~irleri iizerlerine paralamak kasdlY la iizerlerine hiicum ediip ellerinden 

ferman-l aliyi ve buyuruldulan ahz, kendiileri ber takrib hilas olmu~lar ise de 

mezburlar ferman tarafImlza irsalinde taraf-l ~er'i Ahmediden mahzar-i pendleri her 

tarafa irsal olundu ki ciimle muvacehesinde feth ii kIraat oluna deyu mezbur hainler 

ciimleye ihafe etmi~ idi. Her kim mahkeme kapusundan bakar ve ----- her kim 

dikilir ise kuqun ile vurup yare yare ettirir cevapIanndan bir kimesne zuhur 

etmeyup bade be~ on kadar ba~eski nammda bir taklm kanh ve katil makulesi 

huzur-l ~er'a geliip ciimle vilayetin ------ vardlr bu emri cisile kayd etmeyiip suretini 

al ve bize ver ve fermam miiba~irine irsal edecegiz deyiip tarafImlzdan nayar viriip 
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bade ferman niiiba~irine ve sureti tecemmii olduklan mahalde kIraat ediip ciimleye 

hitab ediip ey ahali yeniyerilik aradan kalkar ise bir kimesne miilk ve emlakine 

mutasarnf olamaz ve ticaretin dahi ------ olurlar biz bunu kabul etmeyiz ve 

yeniyerilikten dahi geymeyiz umumen telef oluruz deyiip ciimle sancagm havi 

oldugu kazalara mektublar tahrir birle bilumum sancagl fesad viriip ciimle iimmet-i 

Muhammed arasmda bir ate~ blraklp ciham fesada vermek hiilyasmda olduklanna 

bu abd-i aciz dailerinin ilme mahit olmakla ------Allahu ve rasuluhu vaki ila li­

huzur maa'n-nur dersuturanelerine arz ve i'lama cesaret olunur bakiii'l-emr hazreti 

men lehu'l-emrindir. Tahriren min sekiz Muharremin-i Haram sene isna ve erbain ve 

mieteyn ve elf. 
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HA TT -1 nUMA YUN 47935.J 

Ma'ruz-l kullan budur ki; 

iktiza-Yl kaza ve kader ile bu tarafta bazl edani ve esafil makuleleri tahrikiyle 

mukaddemce i~tial etmi~ olan ------ cenk ve cidalin keyfiyet-i na-marziyesi reside-i 

samia-i aliyye-i veliyyu'n-niamileri olmakla umumen Musul ahalisinin hakk-l 

acizanelerinde derkar ve peyder pey asar-l numudar olan vufur-l merahim ve i~kak 

ve ayet-i insiyak-l diniyye pervane ve mezid-i musaade ve esaf-l himayet insaf-l 

hadivanelerinden na~i i~bu hareket-i reddiyenin vehamet-i akibetini ve muntic 

olacagl nedamet ve ~eemeti tahzirat-l vafiye ve tehdidat-l ~afiye ile lutfen ve 

inayeten bast ii beyan ve bu defa Yeniyeri ocagmm isim ve resmi kaffe-i memalik-i 

mahrusa-i husrevaneden ref ve imha olunmak babmda taraf-l devletlerine 

mehabetriz sudur olan ferman-l ali~an vacibii'l-ez'amn bir klt'a suret-i miinifi 

irsaline terahhiim ve ihsan buyurularak ber muceb-i irade-i. katia-i cihandari 

Yeniyerilik namlm ba'de'l-yevm lisana almamak ve vuku' bulan fitne ve fesadm def 

ve itfasma itina ve dikkat olunmak hususunu amir ciimleye hitaben isdar ve tisyar 

buyurulan bir klt'a buyuruldu-i ~erif-i itaat-redif ve mehasin-amilleri ~erefriz vurud 

ve ala melei'n-nas feth i.i klfaat ve mezamin-i aliyyesi cumlenin gu~-i ho~lanna 

telkin ve ifadeye miibaderet olunmakla cumlesi semi'na ve ata'na emr ii ferman 

~evketlii padi~ah-l alempenah efendimiz ve inayetlii veliyyu'n-niam efendimizindir 

diyerek halat-l sayikadan tevbe ve inayete musaraat ve devam-l emr ii devlet-i 

~ahane ve klyam-l fer ii ha~met-i hadivane da'vatl tekranna mubaderet etmi~lerdir. 

Ancak mukaddem vuku bulan keyfiyyet-i nabeca erba~ ve erazil-i nassm yek diger 
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ile derkar olan adavat ve nefsaniyetlerinden ne~'et etmi~ maazallahi teala bu 

beldenin vucuh ve e~rafve sair ehl-i lrz ve-erbab-l diyanet ve insaflan bu maddenin 

vukuuna ne sa'y etmi~ ve ne nza g6stermi~ ve def ve refine bi-kaderi'ttaka ------ ve 

ihtimam ve vecd u ikdam eylemi~ ve bu takribiyle buyuruldu-i ~erif viirudundan 

dokuz gun mukaddem saye-i ------ veliyyu'n-niamileriyle ve devletlu Bahir Pa~a 

hazretlerinin emval-i tahsiline me'mur saadetlu Halil Efendi kullanmn husn-i 

tedbiriyle ate~-i fitne ve fesad itfa ve imhad olunmu~ olup keyfiyyet mukaddemce 

hakipay-i hacet deva-YI daveranelerine arz ve takdim kIlmml~ oldugundan 

in~aal1ahu teala bu ana kadar mehatt-l ilm-i inayet ----- asfaneleri olmak gerektir. 

Musulda esamelii yeniyeri mevcud olmayup yeniyerilikleri ma'naSlZ bir lafiz ve 

hakikatten hali bir suret ise de ber muceb-i fermude-i seniyye suret-i mezkure 

aradan kalklp ve yeniyerilik ve yolda~hk lafzI terk olunup ahali-i merkume kullan 

beynlerinde hudus etmi~ olan tebaguz ve muadat-l mubeddel selm ve musafat olarak 

cihet-i camia-i islam ve hem~ehrilik iktizaSl uzere cumleleri yek dil ve yek cihet ve 

bi'l-ittifak-l hidemat-t aliyyeleri icrasma bi-ef~urde-i muzekker sadakat ve istikamet 

ve her halde hissin-i himayet-i veliyyu'n-niamilerinde mutehassin olarak her vechle 

hal-i acizaneleri musaadesi hususunda merahim-i aliyyeleri sunuhi niyazmda 

olduklannm arz ve i'laml zlmmnda i~bu arz-t ubudiyyet tahririne cesaret kIlmdl. 01 

babda emrii ferman men.lehu'l-emrindir. 



358 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

MANUSCRIPT DOCUMENTS 

Ba~bakanhk Devlet Ar~ivi; Cevdet Tasnifi, 

Cevdet Adliye. 

Cevdet Askeriye. 

Cevdet Dahiliye. 

Cevdet Evkaf 

---------; Hatt-l Humayun Katalogu (BA, H.H.) 

---------; Maliyeden Mudevver Defterler Tasnifi (BA, M.M.D.) 

PUBLISHED DOCUMENTS 

NEWSPAPERS 

Gazeta de Lisboa, Portugal Government of Diario do Governo, 100 Vols. ,Lisboa, 
1715-1838. (An official publication of the Portuguese Government, 
this publication bore the title Gazeta de Lisboa from January 
1824-July, 1833). 

Journal des Debats, Paris, 1814-1894. 

Takvim-i Vekayi, istanbul, 1833. 



359 

PRIMARY SOURCES 

Ahmed CevadPa~a, Tarih-i Asker-i Osmani, (istanbul: KIrk Anbar Matbaasl, 1297). 

Ahmed Cevdet Pa~a, Tarih-i Cevdet Vol. XII, (istanbul: Matbaa-i Osmaniye, 1270-
1301/ 1854-83). 

Ahmed Lutfi Efendi, Tarih-i Lutfi,Vol. I, (istanbul, 1292 and 1328). 

A~lkpa~aoglu, Tevarih-i Al-i Osman, Ordered by. C;itfyioglu N. AtSlz, (istanbul: 
Turkiye Yaymevi, 1947). 

Koca Sekbanba~l Risalesi, (istanbul: TerciimanYaymlan 1001 Temel Eser, 1974). 

KOyi Bey, Ko«;i Bey Risalesi, (istanbul, 1939). 

Mehmed Esad, Uss-i Zafer, (istanbul, 1243). 

Osman Nuri, Mecelle-i U mur-i Belediye, Vol. I, (istanbul, 1922). 

Selanikli Mustafa Efendi Selaniki Tarihi, (istanbul, 1281). 

SECONDARY SOURCES 

AKDAG, Mustafa; 'Yeniyeri Ocak Nizammm Bozulu~u", A. U. D. ve T. C. Dergisi, 
(1947). 

AKSAl'J, Virginia H.; "Whatever Happened to the Janissaries? Mobilization for the 
1768-1774 Russo-Ottoman War", ed. Hew Strachan, Dennis E. Showalter, War in 
History, (London: Arnold, 1998). 



360 

ARON, Raymond; Introduction to the Philosophy of History, (London, 1961). 

BARKEY, Karen; Bandits and Bureaucrats, The Ottoman Route to State 
Centralization, (Ithaca and London: Cornell University Press, 1994). 

BERKES, Niyazi; The Development of Secularism in Turkey, (Montreal, 1964). 

BIRGE, John Kingsley; The Bektashi Order of Dervishes, (London:Luzac & Co., 
Ltd., 1965). 

BLOCH, Marc; The Historian's Craft, (New York: Vintage Books, 1953). 

CORNELL, Eric; "Bosna Bekta~iligi Uzerine", ed. T. Olsson, E. Ozdalga, C. Raudvere, 
Alevi Kimligi, (istanbul: Tarih VakfI Yurt Yaymlan, 1999). 

<;AiVIUROGLU, Reha, Y eni~erilerin Bekta~iIigi ve Yak' a-i ~erriye, (istanbul: Ant 
Yaymlan, 1991). 

DEV AL, Charles; Deux Annees a Constantinople et en Moree 1825-26 ou Esquisses 
Historiques sur Mahmoud, les Janissaries , les Nouvelles Troupes, 
Ibrahim-Pacha, Solyman-Bey, etc., (paris and London: 1828). 

ERDEM, Hakan; "Recruitment for the 'Victorious Soldiers of Muhammad' in the Arab 
Provinces, 1826-28", mimeo, istanbul, 1999. 

F AROQHI, Suraiya; "Crisis and Change, 1590-1699", ed. Halil inalclk and Donald 
Quataert, An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, 
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994). 

------- ; Osmanh Kiiltiirii ve Giindelik Ya~am, (istanbul: Tarih VakfI 
Yurt Yaymlan, 1997). 

FLEISCHER, Cornell H.; Bureaucrat and Intellectual in the Ottoman Empire: The 
Historian Mustafa Ali (1541-1600), (Princeton: Princeton University 
Press, 1986). 



361 

GIBB, H. A. R. and BOWEN Harold, Islamic Society and the West; A study of the 
Impact of Western Civilization on Moslem Culture in the Near 
East, Vol. I, London, 1950. 

GOODWIN, Godfrey; The Janissaries, (London: Saqi Books, 1994). 

iNALCIK., Ha1i1; "The Nature of Traditional Society: Turkey", ed. Robert Ward and 
Dankwart Rostow; Political Modernization in Japan and Turkey 
(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1964). 

KAFADAR, Cemal; "On the Purity and Corruption of the lanissaries", Turkish 
Studies Association Bulletin, Vol.XV, (1991). 

_______ ; Yeni~eri-Esnaf Relations: Solidarity and Conflict, unpubiished 
M.A. dissertation, (McGill University, 1981). 

KARAL, Enver Ziya; Selim III'un Hatt-l Hiimayunlan, (Ankara, 1946). 

KARPAT, Kemal H.; "The Transformation of the Ottoman State, 1789-1908", 
International Journal of l\'liddle East Studies, V. 3, (1972). 

; Turk Demokrasi Tarihi: Sosyal, Ekonomik, K iiltii reI 
Temeller, (istanbul: Afa Yaymclhk, 1996). 

KO<;U, Re~ad Ekrem; Yeni~eriler, (istanbul: Koyu Yaymlan, 1964). 

; Tarihimizde Garip Vakalar, (istanbul: 1958). 

LANE-POOLE, Stanley; The Life of the Right Honourable Stratford Canning, 
Viscount Stratford de Redcliffe, 2 Vols., Vol. I, (London: 1888). 



362 

LEVY, Avigdor; "Military Reform and the Problem of Centralization in the Ottoman 
Empire in the Eighteenth Century", Middle Eastern Studies, XVIII 
(1982). . 

; "The Ottoman Ulema and the Military Reforms of Sultan Mahmud 
II", Asian and African Studies, VII (1971). 

; The :Military Policy of Sultan Mahmud ll, 1808-1839, Ph. D. 
Dissertation: Harvard University, (1968). 

LEWIS, Bernard; Modern Tiirkiye'nin Dogu~u, (Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu, 1988). 

ABU-lVIANNEH, Butrus; "The Naqshbandiyya-Mujaddidiyya in the Ottoman Lands in 
the Early 19th Century", The World of Islam, International Journal 
For the Historical Development of Contemporary Islam, Vol. XXII, 
(1982). 

MARW1CK, Arthur; The Nature of History, (Third edition, London: Macmillan, 
1989). 

McGOWA1'J, Bruce; "The Age of the Ayans, 1699-1812", ed. Halil Inalclk and Donald 
Quataert; An Economic and Social History of the Ottoman Empire, 
1300-1914, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994). 

l\.1:ELIKOFF, Irene; Uyur idik Uyarddar, translated by Turan Alptekin, (Second 
edition, Istanbul: Cern Yaymlan, 1994). 

MUTLU, Samil; Yeni~eri Ocagmm Kaldlnb~1 ve ll. Mahmud'un Edirne Seyahati: 
Mehmed Dani~ Bey ve Eserleri, (istanbul: Edebiyat Fakiiltesi 
Baslmevi, 1994). 

ORTAYLI, Ilber, imparatorlugun En Uzun Yiizydl, (istanbul: Hil Yaym, 1983). 

PINGAlJD, Leonce; Choiseul-Gouffier, La France en Orient So us Louis XVI, 
(Paris, 1887). 



363 

REED, Howard A; The Destruction of the Janissaries by Mahmud II in June 1826, 
Princeton University doctoral dissertation series No: 5163, (Ann Arbor 
Michigan: University Microfilms, May 1951). 

; "Ottoman Reform and the Janissaries",ed. Osman Okyar, Halil 
inalclk, Social and Economic History of Turkey, (1071-1920), 
First International Congress on the Social and Economic History of 
Turkey, Hacettepe University, Ankara, 1977, (Ankara: Meteksan 
Ltd. Sirketi, 1980). 

SHAW, Stanford J.; History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Tm"key Volume I: 
Empire of the Gazis: The Rise and Decline, 1280-1808, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1976). 

; History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey Volume 
II: Reform, Revolution, and Republic: The Rise of Modern Turkey, 
1808-1975, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1977). 

UZUN<;ARSILI, Ismail HakkI; Osmanh Devleti Te~kilatmdan Kapukulu Ocaklan 
I: Acemi Ocagl ve Y eni~eri Ocagl, (Ankara: Turk Tarih Kurumu, 
1988). 

; Osmanh Devletinin Saray Te~kilah, (istanbul, 1945). 

ZILFI, Madeline; The Politics of Piety: The Ottoman Ulema ill the Postclassical Age 
(1600-1800) Studies in :Middle Eastern History, (Minneapolis: 
Bibliotheca Islamica, 1988). 

ZURCHER, Erik Jan; Modernle~en Tiirkiye'nin Tarihi, (istanbul: ileti~im Yay., 
1995). 


	Tez31910001
	Tez31910002
	Tez31910003
	Tez31910004
	Tez31910005
	Tez31910006
	Tez31910007
	Tez31910008
	Tez31910009
	Tez31920001
	Tez31920002
	Tez31920003
	Tez31920004
	Tez31920005
	Tez31920006
	Tez31920007
	Tez31920008
	Tez31920009
	Tez31920010
	Tez31920011
	Tez31920012
	Tez31920013
	Tez31920014
	Tez31920015
	Tez31920016
	Tez31920017
	Tez31920018
	Tez31920019
	Tez31920020
	Tez31920021
	Tez31920022
	Tez31920023
	Tez31920024
	Tez31920025
	Tez31920026
	Tez31920027
	Tez31920028
	Tez31920029
	Tez31920030
	Tez31920031
	Tez31920032
	Tez31920033
	Tez31920034
	Tez31920035
	Tez31920036
	Tez31920037
	Tez31920038
	Tez31920039
	Tez31920040
	Tez31920041
	Tez31920042
	Tez31920043
	Tez31920044
	Tez31920045
	Tez31920046
	Tez31920047
	Tez31920048
	Tez31920049
	Tez31920050
	Tez31920051
	Tez31920052
	Tez31920053
	Tez31920054
	Tez31920055
	Tez31920056
	Tez31920057
	Tez31920058
	Tez31920059
	Tez31920060
	Tez31920061
	Tez31920062
	Tez31920063
	Tez31920064
	Tez31920065
	Tez31920066
	Tez31920067
	Tez31920068
	Tez31920069
	Tez31920070
	Tez31920071
	Tez31920072
	Tez31920073
	Tez31920074
	Tez31920075
	Tez31920076
	Tez31920077
	Tez31920078
	Tez31920079
	Tez31920080
	Tez31920081
	Tez31920082
	Tez31920083
	Tez31920084
	Tez31920085
	Tez31920086
	Tez31920087
	Tez31920088
	Tez31920089
	Tez31920090
	Tez31920091
	Tez31920092
	Tez31920093
	Tez31920094
	Tez31920095
	Tez31920096
	Tez31920097
	Tez31920098
	Tez31920099
	Tez31920100
	Tez31920101
	Tez31920102
	Tez31920103
	Tez31920104
	Tez31920105
	Tez31920106
	Tez31920107
	Tez31920108
	Tez31920109
	Tez31920110
	Tez31920111
	Tez31920112
	Tez31920113
	Tez31920114
	Tez31920115
	Tez31920116
	Tez31920117
	Tez31920118
	Tez31920119
	Tez31920120
	Tez31920121
	Tez31920122
	Tez31920123
	Tez31920124
	Tez31920125
	Tez31920126
	Tez31920127
	Tez31920128
	Tez31920129
	Tez31920130
	Tez31920131
	Tez31920132
	Tez31920133
	Tez31920134
	Tez31920135
	Tez31920136
	Tez31920137
	Tez31920138
	Tez31920139
	Tez31920140
	Tez31920141
	Tez31920142
	Tez31920143
	Tez31920144
	Tez31920145
	Tez31920146
	Tez31920147
	Tez31920148
	Tez31920149
	Tez31920150
	Tez31920151
	Tez31920152
	Tez31920153
	Tez31920154
	Tez31920155
	Tez31920156
	Tez31920157
	Tez31920158
	Tez31920159
	Tez31920160
	Tez31920161
	Tez31920162
	Tez31920163
	Tez31920164
	Tez31920165
	Tez31920166
	Tez31920167
	Tez31920168
	Tez31920169
	Tez31920170
	Tez31920171
	Tez31920172
	Tez31920173
	Tez31920174
	Tez31920175
	Tez31920176
	Tez31920177
	Tez31920178
	Tez31920179
	Tez31920180
	Tez31920181
	Tez31920182
	Tez31920183
	Tez31920184
	Tez31920185
	Tez31920186
	Tez31920187
	Tez31920188
	Tez31920189
	Tez31920190
	Tez31920191
	Tez31920192
	Tez31920193
	Tez31920194
	Tez31920195
	Tez31920196
	Tez31920197
	Tez31920198
	Tez31920199
	Tez31920200
	Tez31920201
	Tez31920202
	Tez31920203
	Tez31920204
	Tez31920205
	Tez31920206
	Tez31920207
	Tez31920208
	Tez31920209
	Tez31920210
	Tez31920211
	Tez31920212
	Tez31920213
	Tez31920214
	Tez31920215
	Tez31920216
	Tez31920217
	Tez31920218
	Tez31920219
	Tez31920220
	Tez31920221
	Tez31920222
	Tez31920223
	Tez31920224
	Tez31920225
	Tez31920226
	Tez31920227
	Tez31920228
	Tez31920229
	Tez31920230
	Tez31920231
	Tez31920232
	Tez31920233
	Tez31920234
	Tez31920235
	Tez31920236
	Tez31920237
	Tez31920238
	Tez31920239
	Tez31920240
	Tez31920241
	Tez31920242
	Tez31920243
	Tez31920244
	Tez31920245
	Tez31920246
	Tez31920247
	Tez31920248
	Tez31920249
	Tez31920250
	Tez31920251
	Tez31920252
	Tez31920253
	Tez31920254
	Tez31920255
	Tez31920256
	Tez31920257
	Tez31920258
	Tez31920259
	Tez31920260
	Tez31920261
	Tez31920262
	Tez31920263
	Tez31920264
	Tez31920265
	Tez31920266
	Tez31920267
	Tez31920268
	Tez31920269
	Tez31920270
	Tez31920271
	Tez31920272
	Tez31920273
	Tez31920274
	Tez31920275
	Tez31920276
	Tez31920277
	Tez31920278
	Tez31920279
	Tez31920280
	Tez31920281
	Tez31920282
	Tez31920283
	Tez31920284
	Tez31920285
	Tez31920286
	Tez31920287
	Tez31920288
	Tez31920289
	Tez31920290
	Tez31920291
	Tez31920292
	Tez31920293
	Tez31920294
	Tez31920295
	Tez31920296
	Tez31920297
	Tez31920298
	Tez31920299
	Tez31920300
	Tez31920301
	Tez31920302
	Tez31920304
	Tez31920305
	Tez31920306
	Tez31920307
	Tez31920308
	Tez31920309
	Tez31920310
	Tez31920311
	Tez31920312
	Tez31920313
	Tez31920314
	Tez31920315
	Tez31920316
	Tez31920317
	Tez31920318
	Tez31920319
	Tez31920320
	Tez31920321
	Tez31920322
	Tez31920323
	Tez31920324
	Tez31920325
	Tez31920326
	Tez31920327
	Tez31920328
	Tez31920329
	Tez31920330
	Tez31920331
	Tez31920332
	Tez31920333
	Tez31920334
	Tez31920335
	Tez31920336
	Tez31920337
	Tez31920338
	Tez31920339
	Tez31920340
	Tez31920341
	Tez31920342
	Tez31920343
	Tez31920344
	Tez31920345
	Tez31920346
	Tez31920347
	Tez31920348
	Tez31920349
	Tez31920350
	Tez31920351
	Tez31920352
	Tez31920353
	Tez31920354
	Tez31920355
	Tez31920356
	Tez31920357
	Tez31920358
	Tez31920359
	Tez31920360
	Tez31920361
	Tez31920362
	Tez31920363

