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ABSTRACT
The Impact of Parental Divorce/Separation and Interparental Conflict in Intact
Familiés on Heterosexual Functioning of Young Turkish Women
By

Hande Kiling Kunt

The present study investigates the heterosexual functioning of 309 young
Turkish women, studying in Bogazi¢i University, 272 from intact and 37 from
divorced/separated families. With intact group divided into 2 groups, the heterosexual
functioning of young Turkish women coming from high conflictual intact (N = 39), low
conflictual intact (N = 34) .and divorced/separated families (N = 37) were investigated.
The Heterosexual Trust Scale, the Marital Attitudes Scale, the Children’s Perception of
Interparental Conflict Scale and the Personal History Questionnaire were used.

Compared to daughters from intact families, those from divorced/separated
families held more negative attitudes toward marriage but did not differ on heterosexual
trust. Subjects from divorced/separated families had higher negative marital attitudes
than those coming from low conflict intact families. Subjects of high conflict intact
families had the highest level of heterosexual mistrust ahd subjects of divorced/separated
families had the lowest levels of heterosexual mistrust. For dating experiences, subjects
from low cdnﬂictual intact group reported more satisfactibn whereas others reported
more indecisiveness and dissatisfaction in the current dating relationship. More subjects'
in divorced/separated group reported having started dating compared to others in high
conflict and low conflict groups. The age at first dating was around 16 for those subjects

who had started dating among 3 parental groups. But, the groups did not appear to be
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different from each other with respect to the quality and quantity of other dating
experiences.

For divorce/geparation variables, subjects with both of the parents remarried
reported the lowest lévels of and subjects with only one remarried parent reported the
highest levels of mistrust. While all of the subjects whose both parents were remarried
were currently involved in a romantic relationship, nearly half of the subjects with none
of their parents being remarried were not currently involved in a relation. Subjects with
good relations with the noncustodial fathers reported lower levels of mistrust than those
who have bad relations with their fathers. And, most of the subjects whose parents
divorced/separated when they were in preschool or in late adolescence reported higher
levels of satisfaction in curfent dating relationship among 3 groups. Subjects whose
parents had good relations in the post-life have begun dating earlier, had more relations
lasting longer than 2 months and more long lasting relationships than those whose
- parents had acrimonious relations in the post-divorce life. None of the analyses yielded
statistically significant results for marital attitudes and dating history variables in terms

of the divorce/separation variables.
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OZET
Ailedeki Bosanmanin ve Bosanmamig/Ayrilmamis Ebeveynler Arasindaki Catismanin
Geng Tﬁrk Kadnlarmin Karsi Cinsle iliskileri Uzerindeki Etkisi
By

Hande Kiling Kunt

Bu ¢aligmada, Bogazi¢i Universitesi’nde okuyan, bosanmamigs/ayrilmamis
ailelerden gelen 272 kiz 6grencinin ve bosanmis/ayrilmig ailelerden gelen 37 kiz
dgrencinin olusturdugu 309 kisilik bir rneklemin karsi cinsle iligkileri aragtirilmaktadir.
Ayn zamanda; aile i¢i ¢catigmanin ¢ok oldugu bosanmamig/ayrilmamis ailelerden gelen
kizlarm (N = 39), aile ici 95t1§man1n az oldugli bosanmamig/ayrilmamis ailelerden gelen
kizlarin (N = 34) ve bosanmus/ayrilmis ailelerden gelen kizlarin (N= 37) kars1 cinsle
iliskileri arastirilmaktadir. Kars1 Cinse Giiven Olgegi (The Heterosexual Trust Scale),
Evlilikle Ilgili Tutumlar Olgegi (The Marital Attitudes Scale), Cocuklarin Evlilik
Catismasini Algis1 Olgegi (The Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict Scale) ve
Kisisel Gegmis Anket Formu (Personal History Questionnaire) bu ¢alismada
kullanilmstir. |

Bosanm1§/ ayrilmis ailelerden gelen kizlar, bosanmamig/ayriimamuis ailelerden
gelen klzlarla‘kar§11a§t1rxld1gmda, evlilikle ilgili daha olumsuz tutum gosterirken, karsi
cinse olan giiven konusunda bir fark g6stermemektedirler. Bosanmig/ayrilmis ailelerden
gelen kizlar, catismanin az oldugu bosanmam@/ayrﬂmam@ ailelerden gelen kizlarla
karsilastirildiklarinda, evlilikle ilgili olarak daha olumsuz tutumlar géstermektedirler.
Diger yandan, ¢atismanin ¢ok oldugu bogsanmamis/ayrilmamus ailelerden gelen kizlar en

yiiksek diizeyde kars1 cinse giivensizlik gsterirken, bosanmig/ayrilms ailelerden gelen
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kizlar en diisiik diizeyde karsi cinse giivensizlik gostermektedirler. Bu 3 aile grubundan
gelen kizlar, karsi cinsle flort yasantilan gdzoniine almarak karsilastirildiginda, diisiik
catigmanmn oldugu béganmarms/ ayrilmamis ailelerden gelen kizlar, iliskileriyle ilgili
ol’arak daha ¢ok memnuniyet belirtirken, diger gruplardaki kizlar daha ¢ok kararsizlik ve .
memnuniyetsizlik belirtmektedirler. 3 gruptaki kizlar icinde, en ¢ok bosanmis/ayrilmig
ailelerden gelen kizlar flort etmeye basladiklarini bildirmislerdir. Her grubun igindeki
kizlarin flért etmeye baglama yasi 16’ya yakin olarak bulunmustur. Fakat gruplar
arasinda, flort yasantilarinin diger kalite veya miktar 6zellikleri agisindan Gnemli bir fark .
goriilmemektedir
Bosanma/ayrilma degiskenleri aragtirilirken, ebeveynlerinin her ikisi de yeniden -

evlenen kizlarin hepsi mevéut bir iliskileri oldugunu belirtmistir. Diger yandan,
ebeveynleri yeniden evlenmeyen kizlarin yartya yakim su anda bir iliskide olmadiklarini .
belirtmislerdir. .Ebeveynlerinin her ikisi de yeniden evlenen kizlarin, en diisiik diizeyde
kars1 cinse glivensizlik gosterdikleri ve ebeveynlerinden sadece biri evlenen kizlarin, en
yiiksek diizeyde karsi cinse giivensizlik gosterdikleri bulunmustur. Vesayeti altinda
olmadiklar1 babayla iyi iliskileri olan kizlarin, babayla kotii iligkileri olan kizlara oranla,
kars1 cinse glivensizliklerinin daha diisiik diizeyde oldugu bulunmustur. Ailelerinde

boganma/ayﬁlfna oldugu dﬁnemdé yuva gagmda veya ergenligin ileri asamalér1;1da olan
kizlar, iligkilerinin biiyiik bir gogunlugunda diger gruplardaki kizlara oranla daha fazla
memnuniyet bildirmislerdir. Bogsanma/ayrilma sonrasmdaki donemde, ebeveynlerinin
arasindgaki iliskinin iyiv oldugunu bildiren kizlarin, erken flort etmeye basladiklar, 2
aydan uzun stiren iligkilerinin fazla oldugu ve genelde iligkilerinin uzun siirdiigii
bulunmustur. Bosanma/ayrtlma degiskenleri ile evlilikle ilgili tutum degiskeni ve gegmis

flort yagsantilar arasinda yapilan analizlerde anlamli bir farkliklik bulunmamstir.
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REVIEW OF LITERATURE

Parental divorce is generally conceptualized as an intense experience in the
children’s lives (Emery, 1988; cited in Amato & Booth, 1991). Since divorce rates
are increasing in our society in recent years, concern for its impact on the children is
mounting. Although there have been many studies that have reported the immediate -

| effects of parental divorce on the many domains of children’s lives such as

economic, psychological, academic and interpersonal areas (Seltzer, 1994), few
studies have examined the long-term impact of parental divorce during childhood on
late adolescence or youﬁg adulthood (Franklin, Janoff-Bulman, & Roberts, 1990).
For some children, the disruptive immediate effect of parental divorce has a tendency
to decrease within 2 years, especially for girls (Hetherington, Cox & Cox, 1979;
cited in Buchanan, Maccoby, & Dornsbusch, 1991), while other children show
evidence of a long term effect, in that some children, especially young women, -
whom at the start showed no immediate problems after parental divorce, appear to
exhibit “sleeper effects” that ére manifested as adjustment problems in early -
adulthood as they encounter the challenges of a new developmental stage
(Wallerstein & Blakeslee, 1990; Wallerstein & Corbin, 1989). The offspring’s
attitudes toward courtship and marriage are indicated as one of the most affected
aI;:as by parental divorce (Amato, 1988). Some stuciies also suggest that compared to
females who grew up in intact families, young women from divorced families are
more likely to enter into earlier and frequent heterosexual activities and report more
conflict in heterosexual relationships (Hetherington, 1972; Booth, Binkerhoff, &
White, 1984).

Interparental conflict has also been found to have long-term negative

consequences for young people. Children from divorced families and those coming



from intact families who have high levels of conflicts have shown similarities in their
negative marital attitudes, and in having more sexual partners (Jennings, Salts, &
Smith, 1991; Booth et al., 1984).

The availalz;le studies on the effects of family structure on late adolescence
and early adulthood adjustment have yielded relatively limited information on
variables related to heterosexual functioning by treating marital separation as a single
-event in impactiﬁg the immediate and later functioning of children, such studies have
examined only the differences between intact families and divorced families -
(Newcomer & Udry, 1987; Jacquet & Surra, 2001). However, by focusing only on -
the effects of divorce, it is easy to overlook the processes in the family of origin that
may or may not end up in parental divorce (Wallerstein & Corbin, 1989). All intact
families cannot be assumed to involve nonconflictual relations among the parents
and thus cannot be treated as a monolith. The existing literature has a tendency to
divide families into two categories — intact and separated/divorced, without taking
into consideration the level of dysfunctionality that may be inherent in some of intact
families. However, for examining the impact of family dissolution and witnessing
high levels of interparental conflict on daughters’ psychological functioning (Long, -
- 1986; Jennings et al., 1991), studies that further divide intact families into high and
low levels of interparental conflict make for a better coinparison. From the re{/iew (;f
literature, it also seems important to get the females” perception of interparental
conflict in examining its relation with females’ heterosexual functioning (Jennings et
al.). This study begins with the .assumption that females’ perception of the level of
interparental conflict may have an impact on their heterosexual functioning,

regardless of whether or not the parents are actually divorced/separated. The present

study is important because it is one of the first attempts in Turkey for investigating



the heterosexual functioning of college aged women coming from divorced/separated
and intact families with different levels of interparental conflict taken into
consideration.

In the next éection, research on the long-term effects of parental divorce and
interparental conflict in intact families will be reviewed with special attention given
to daughters’ of divorce dating behavior, heterosexual trust and marital attitudes.

Long-Term Effects of Parental Divorce during Childhood/Adolescence on the

Adjustment of Late Adolescents/ Young Adults

It is very important.to study the long-term impact of parental divorce. While a.
number of researchers examined the internalizing problems of children of divorce
over time (Allison & Furstenberg, 1985; Amato & Keith, 1991), some focused on the
externalizing behavior of children of divorce (Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980, cited in
. Wallerstein, 1985; Newcomer & Udry, 1987). Others investigated the changes in the
domain of parent-child relations after parental divorce and the effects of these
changes for future adult functioning (Southworthz & Schwartz, 1987). Finally, many .
researchers have found evidence that the long-term influences of divorce would
appear to come out in romantic relationships (Glenn & Kramer, 1987; Franklin, et
al., 1990). It is proposed that difficulties in ﬁinctioning in that domain show that
therer may be distinctive patterhs of courtship and marriage m adult children of
divorce (Kinnaird & Gerrard, 1986; Amato & Booth, 1991).

Long-Term Effects of Parental Divorce on Psychological Functioning in
Adolescence/Young Adulthood

Researchers found that people who experienced parental divorce during their

childhood or adolescence may be more vulnerable to internalizing problems such as

anxiety, depression and low self esteem than other people who come from intact



families (Wallerstein & Corbin; 1989). Many researchers as well viewed the
behavioral problems of adolescence such as delinquency, angry or aggressive
behavior as part of the long- term effects of parental divorce (Wallerstein & Corbin,
1989; Hetheringtén, Stanley-Hagan, & Anderson, 1989).

- Conducting one of the first few longitudinal studies, Wallerstein and her
colleagues (Wallérstein & Kelly, 1980; cited in Wallerstein, 1985) reported several
instances of the long-term effects of parental divorce on children from different age
groups. In the first stage of their study, they studied the experiences of 60 families
whose 131 children and adolescents (48 % boys, 52 % giﬂs) were between 2 and 18
years old at the tifne of the decisive parental divorce from specifically white, middle-
class homes in Northern California. Results from the first stage of the study,
conducted at the time of parental divorce (within a 6-week period to the parental
disruption), revealed that these children and adolescents alike experience anxiety,
depression, worry, guilt and resentment and loyalty conflicts in relation with their

“parents along with a wish to restore pre-divorce family. However, the child’s
reactions to parental breakup were found to be related to age and stage of
development related issues rather than the history or the dynamics of the families.
Youngsters who were between the ages of 9 to 18 years at the time of parental break
up Were: divided into two groups by élge: Those who were still in latency or
preadolescence, or those who were in adolescence. Those chjldre;n of divorce who
were in their latency or preadolescence expressed their feelings of helplessness and
fright about the breakup and deep anger at one or both parents for initiating divorce.
The adolescent group had been found to be suffering from acute depression,
delinquency and emotional and social withdrawal from friends and school as well as

bearing an intense anxiety in relation to their own future.



In the second stage of the study, 18 months later, children who seemed to
cope well with divorce at the time of separation, began to give evidence of
psychological difficulties (Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980; cited in Wallerstein, 1985).
Differences beﬁeen the sexes came out prominently at that stage of the study.
Young boys who were either in latency or preadolescence compared to young girls -

-below the age of adolescence were found to have more problems in their schoolwork
and behavior at school, playground and in the house. To be more specific, after the
exaﬁﬁners interviewed the members of the family separately to provide a
psychological and social assessment, it came out that many of those girls who were -
in latency or preadolescence appeared to recover from their early distress that they.
expressed at the decisiv¢ time of parental divorce. It is important to note that there
'were not so many differences between the adolescent boys and adolescent girls in . .
expression of distress at the second stage of the study.

At the 5-year follow up (Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980; cited in Wallerstein, . .
1985), it was found that children of divorce (96 children from 56 families) were still
angry at one or both of the parents for precipitating divorce. More than one third of
those subjects were found to have moderate or severe clinical depression. It was
revealed that the subject’s psychological well-being was significantly related to the ,
qualitybof exI;eriences that take vplace in the family in the post-di"vorce period. More
specifically, the features of parenting prac;tices in the post-divorce life, the relations
with the noncustodial parent, and the extent of post-divorce interparental conflict
were found to be associated with the psychological adjustment of the child. It was
recognized that factors such as the age at the time of parental divorce or the sex of
the child were found to be related to the reaction to parental divorce in the early

stages of study. However, those factors have lost their significant influence on the



adjustment of children at the 5-year mark (Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980; cited in
Wallerstein, 1985).
At the 10-year follow up, Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) selected only
daughters from tﬁe original longitudinal study sample, consisting of 63 of the
| original 68 girls in the initial study. The findings reflected that earlier patterns of
good psychological well-being or poor adjustment tended to endure for some while
~more than one third of daughters of divorce declined from good adjustment to poor
. adjustment at the 10-year mark. It was found that the poor psychological adjustment.
of girls at the time of divorce did not improve by good quality of experience in the -
. post=divorce family. Young adolescent girls who were toddlers and preschool age
children at the breakup and showed most distressed reactions to divorce at the time °
of parental divorce (Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980; cited in Wallerstein, 1985), seemed -
to be functioning well (doing well in school, having good interpersonal relations and:
were open to new experiences) at the 10-year mark (Wallerstein & Corbin, 1989).
The results of older adolescent girls were quite different from those of the younger
adolescent group. Of those young female adolescents whose parents divorced when
they were 6-8 years old, less than 40 % of the all the young female adolescents were
_ experiencing good psychological adjustment. An identical number showed varied
adj ustment and nearly one quarter had pc;or adjustment. The reports of women 19 to
29 years of age géve the evidence that their good functioning at the time of parental
separation declined by the time of late adolescence. At the 10-year mark,
approximately 60 % of those young women who were between 9 and 19 at the time
of parental divorce were functioning poorly. 45% of those girls recalled distressful
- memories of those events at the time of parental divorce. Most of those women

reported sadness and anger to one or both of the parents for initiating divorce and



majority felt that they had lost their childhood and adolescence by the parental
breakup. Some of those women exhibited externalizing behaviors such as drug and
alcohol abuse and delinquency. They found that many of young women showed the
“sleeper effects™ that is manifested as a significant increase of anxietly in adolescence
that might have been repressed in the early development and revisiting the emotional.
upheaval of parental divorcé in adolescence that is reflected in their preoccupation

- with parental divorce. It is explained that the reason of the manifestation of the
“sleeper effects” with the young adult girls of divorced parents might be related to
the girls’ attempts to master the separation-individuation issues of adolescence that -
became more conflictual for the girls while living with the single mother over time
(Kalter, 1984; Kalter, Riemer, Brickman, & Chen, 1985).

Although there must be some caution in generalizing the Wallerstein’s

findings because of their failure to include subjects from intact groups to make -
‘comparisons in their long-term study, the strength of the study lies ih its ability to

- track the developmental sequelae for children of divorced families. There is support .
for the Wallerstein’s proposal of the greater detrimental long-term impact of parental

“divorce on females than on males. For example, Glenn and Kramer (1987) examined
the impact of parental divorce on divorce— proness of adults through the study of
data from 11 U.Sﬂ national surveys conducted about 10 years apart. It is reported that
female children of divorce, unﬁke male children, are more likely to have their own
marriages end in divorce.

Several studies examining the long term impact of parental divorce have

found some significance between individuals from intact versus divorced homes. In
the examination of the influence of parental breakup during adolescence on young

adults who were between 18 and 25 years old, Richardson and McCabe (2001) found



that young adults from divorced/separated families compared to young adults from
intact families have a poorer level of adjustment on life satisfaction, anxiety and

- same sex relations. However, there were no significant differences between intact
and divorced grouﬁs on depression, stress, and self-concept. Richardson and McCabe
(2001) suggested that the young adults’ coping well with their experience of parental
divorce and their increased need to separate from parents due to their mastering

- separation/individuating task of that developmental period might explain why

- parental divorce was not found very pervasive on those domains.

'In another study, using meta-analysis of 92 studies dealing with the
long-term consequences of parental divorce, Amato and Keith (1991) found that
adults who come from divprced homes compared with those who come from intact
" families have poorer psychological adjustment (depression, low life satisfaction). -

- However, it was revealed that those differences were small rather than large.
Similarly, Kulka and Weingarten (1979) compared men and ‘women from -

- divorced families with those from intact families on measures of role adjustment and -
psychological adjustment using data from two national cross sectional surveys -
carried out almost 20 years apart. It was found that men, but not women, who

- experienced parental divorce during their childhood were more likely to report
anxiety, a possible nervous breakdown and that for them things were harder to
handle when bad things occurred in their lives than men from intact families.
However, these differences were generally weak and differences were not found for
depression, self esteem, personal efficacy or life satisfaction. It was noted that the
long-term effects of parental divorce experienced during childhood seem to dissipate

- over time as individuals acquired new coping skills.



On the basis of these studies, it can be concluded that the impact of divorce
may have some, albeit vague, detrimental effects on the géneral psychological
functioning and adjustment of young adults. It can also be stated that adjustment is a
complex issue. |

Divorce-Related Variables

Divorce related factors such as the child’s developmental status, interparental
conflict, and parent-child relations have been examined for their impact on the
adjustment of children of divorce.

Developmental Status

There are several studies that suggest the age at the time of parental breakup
to be an important Variable in the children’ and adolescents’ immediate and long-
term reactions to parental divorce. However, it is indicated that the relationship
between age at divorce and adjustment to divorce for children is complex. Although-
several studies show-that children who are youngér at the time of parental divorce -
exhibit more problems compared to children who are older at the time of parental
divorce (Kalter & Rembar, 1981; Santrock, 1977 cited in Guttmann, 1993), other
studies did not exhibit such differences (Stolberg, Camplair, Currier, & Wells, 1987;
Wallerstein, Corbin, &Lewis, 1988; cited in Hetherington etal. 1989).

In the meta-analysis of 92 studies of pérental divorce, Amato and K—eith ’
(1991) found that the general adjustment of children of primary school and high
school has been effected much more from parental divorce compared to other
children from preschool years or young adults of college age. However, it is also
found that the effect sizes for preschool children and college aged individuals were

still significant enough in comparison with participants of intact families.



Hetherington et al. (1989) proposed that it is more correct to think that
children from different developmental levels will exhibit different kinds of problems
and acquire different coping skills. In line with this thinking, Wallerstein, Corbin,
and Lewis (1988; éited in Hetherington et al., 1989) showed that preschoolers are
prone to attribute blame for divorce on themselves due to their limited cognitive
abiliﬁes, which is appropriate for this age group, whereas adolescents and young
adults are found to attribute blame for divorce to one or both parents. There is also
the possibility that adolescents get support from peers which may act against the
emotional impact of the separation/divorce process, whereas younger children do not
have this kind of resource to cope with the painful experience of parental break up
(Hetherington, 1989).

- Cognitive maturation alone, however, cannot explain the whole relationship
between age at divorce and the psychological adjustment to it. There are also some
studies that demonstrate that older children tend to do poorer in terms of adjustment

‘to divorce than younger children (Chase-Lansdale, Cherlin, & Kiernan, 1995).

The reason for the negative impact of parental divorce during adolescence is
explained by the developmental challenges that the adolescents face in that stage,
such as mastering autonomy, the developmént of sex role identity and intimacy
(Cooper, Grotevant, &Condon, .1983; Feldman & F;ﬂiott, 1990; Hauser, 1991; cited
in Chase-Lansdale et al., 1995) and parents’ tendency to ask the adolescents to |
provide support and take some roles of the absent parent at home put extra pressure
on them (Weiss, 1979). As a result, those adolescents from divorced homes show a
more rapid mastery of autonomy, and the normal de-idealization of parents

(Wallerstein & Kelly, 1980; cited in Kaslow & Schwartz, 1987).
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In a study, Cooney (1988;cited in Richardson & McCabe, 2001)) emphasized
that since late adolescence and young adulthood is a time of transition, they may
experience the loss of support that they get from parents and earlier peer groups. In
addition, coming from a divorced family may temporarily add an extra tension to
those challenges of late adolescence and young adulthood, which is more
pronounced for females than for men. The reason for the poor well-being of female
college aged subjects at the time of parental divorce might be because of the
triangulation which is in accordance with the accepted view of females as the
peacemakers (Hagestad, Smyer, Cooney, & Klock, 1984; cited in Kaslow &
Schwartz, 1987).

Taken together, in general, these studies suggest that the perception of the’

. impact of parental divorce and emotional difficulties experienced by the offspring of

divorce seems to amplify from preschool to elementary school age, and remains high

in early adolescence as well as in late adolescence. Thus, it is hnpoﬁant to take into

consideration the developmental issues that add to the stress of coping with divorce.
Interparental Conflict

Interparental conflict is examined as an occurrence between parents who did
not break up their mérriage despite having a high degree of disagreement (Emery,
71982; cited in Amato & Boc;th, 1991) or comparing levels of interparental’conﬂ"ict
before and after divorce (Amato, 1996). Several researchers believe that one of the
- most important mediating variables related to children’s immediate adjustment to
divorce is interparental conflict (Long, Forehand, Fauber, & Brody, 1987; Block,
Block, & Gjerde, 1986; cited in Long, Slater, Forehand, & Fauber, 1988).

Results of the studies are conflicting in trying to find the exact factors that

affect the children’s adjustment. Several views are available that indicate the relative

o

11



importance of family structure and family process for the children’s psychological
well-being. Some researchers (Emery & Forehand, in press; cited in Forehand &
Neighbors, 1994) found that separation from parents through divorce mostly
determines the difﬁcﬂties of the children, whereas others found that interparental
conflict regardless of . family structure is more important in understanding the
children’s difficulties (Enos & Handal, 1986; Booth et al., 1984). Finally there are
some perspectives that suggest that the combination of divorce and high interparental
conflict have a great impact on the children’s well being (Jekielek, 1998; cited in -
Morrison & Coiro, 1999) and the adolescent’s functioning (Forehand & Neighbors,
1994), an impact that persists into adulthood (Sanders, Halford, & Behrens, 1999).
Interparental Conflict in Intact Families

- Prolonged exposure to interparental conflict between parents, who remain
married, increases the risk of a variety of problems for children (Grych & Fincham,
' 1990). The relation between interparental conflict and child behavidr problems-are
- reviewed in Grych and Fincham’s (1990) paper. It is argued that children are being
put at the continual risk of parental violence (Cummings, Pelligrini, Notarious, &
Cummings, 1989; cited in Grych & Fincham, 1990). Parental conflict may also result
in children being drawn into conflict between parents that lead in turn to the
Weal;ening in parent-child relations (Buchanan et al., 19"91).

In an attempt to investigate the relation between children’s behavior problems
and parental conflict, Emery and O’Leary (1982; cited in Grych & Fincham, 1990)
conducted a study with children ranging in age from 8 to 17. Results indicated the
association between boys’ perception of the frequency of interparental discord and
the mothers’ reports of conduct disorder, immaturity and delinquency on the

Behavior Problem Checklist. But, no correlations were obtained between the girls’
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reports of the frequency of interparental conflict and the mothers’ ratings. In another
study, Jobnson and O’ Leary (1987; cited in Grych & Fincham, 1990) conducted a
study with 25 girls (9 to 11 year-old) and found that girls’ perceptions of the
frequency of inférparental discord was related to their parents’ raﬁngs of conduct
disorder on the subscale of the Child Behavior Checklist.

In another study, Whittaker and Bry (1991) conducted an observational study
with 16 adolescents (with an average age of 15 years) along with their 16 intact
families to examine the relations between adolescents’ (56 % of the adolescents were
female) problems and interparental conflict during problems solving discussions of
parents. Results showed the association between adolescents’ problem behaviors
(such as substance abuse, delinquency, difficulties with school and family -
functioning) and the ratings of marital conflict. Explicit high levels of disagreements
between the parents and more covert forms of interparental conflict (prolonged
silences) were coded in dealing with the problems of adolescents. It was concluded ,
that both types of interparental interactions might result in ineffective parental
guidance for the adolescents who are in trouble.

Interparental Conflict in Divorced Families versus in Intact Families

There are findings which indicate that since the level of interparental conflict
can be the same both in intact a;nd divorced families (Forehand & Neighbors, 1994),
the increa;sed problems of the adolescents froni broken homes can be explained by‘
the pressure of two stressors such as current parental discord and parental break up at
the same time. However, it is necessary to explain that the cause of the distress of the
adolescents, especially adolescent girls, in the case of interparental conflict is

increased if they come from divorced homes rather than intact homes. This is
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explained by the adolescent girls’ ability to empathize with both parents and the
parent’s triangulating of her in divorced homes (Buchanan, et al., 1991).

Evidence suggests there are contrasting findings in the extent of negative
influences of pré- and post-divorce conflict on the adjustment of children. Long et
al, (1988) point out that adolescents from divorced families with higher levels of
pre- and post divorce interparental conflict have displayed more difficulties such as -
academic problems, internalizing problems and externalizing problems than
adolescents from both divorced families with only post-divorce conflict and intact
families with or without conflict.

Morrison and Coiro (1999) utilized mother-child data (with a mean age of 6)
from a large longitudinal data to determine whether the influence of parental divorce.
on child adjustment varies for children who were removed from high conflictual
families or low conflictual families. Another question that was asked was whether
children functioned well when their parents did not seek di{/orce despite having high
conflict. Results revealed that separation/divorce alone was related to increase in
externalizing behaviors of children regardless of how coften the parents had conflicts
in pre-divorce life. However, children whose parents continued to be married despite
having high levels of conflict demonstrated the largest increase in problem behavior
among ciu'ldren of divorced families and children of low conflict and medium |
conflict families. Cleaﬂy, children from low conflict intact families had the highest
levels of psychological well being in this study. It was suggested that since subjects
of this study were younger children or since relatively shorter time had passed over
parental separation/divorce, the results did not show the advantage of leaving a high
conflict family that might be noticeable only several years later.

Similarly, in another study Long (1986) conducted a study with 199
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college-aged females (with a mean-age of 17.7). Of these, 150 daughters were from
intact homes and 49 daughters were from separated homes. Long (1986) examined
the influence of parental marital status and parental discord on the self-esteem of
college aged women. Self-esteem of females was found to be associated with
parental marital status when parental discord was controlled. In that study, the
participants’ reports of their parents’ level of happiness were categorized in three
groups as happily together families, unhappily together families and separated
families. It was found that daughters of unhappily together families demonstrated. .
lower levels of self esteem scores than did daughters of happy together families and
daughters of separated families but these differences were not statistically significant.

Consistently, Amato and Booth (1991), using a representative national
sample, compared adults of divorced families with adults of high levels and low
levels contflictual families. Results showed that individuals from divorced homes -
wefe in a worse state (poor psycholégical well being, poor marital quality, and low
levels of contact with parents) compared to individuals from intact homes. However,
the differences between adults from divorced homes and adults from intact homes
were small in magnitude. It was also found that subjects from unhappy intact
families have experienced more emotional and marital problems in their own lives
than aid other adults of happy intact families. Finally, results showed that both adults
from divorced homes with high stress in the post—divorce life (low levels of contact
with parents and multiple divorces) and adults from unhappily married intact homes
had relatively lower levels of well being than adults from happily married intact
homes.

In another study, Amato et al., (1995) analyzed a 12-year longitudinal study

that was conducted between 1980 and 1992. The researchers found that young adults
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(with a mean age of 23.5 years) from intact families with high conflict had a worse
state of well-being than those from divorced families. Results indicate that if
interparental conflict is high, young adults have better functioning in early adulthood
if their parents chéose to breakup than continue to be married. Moré specifically, it
was revealed that interparental conflict was significantly related to young adults’

| psychological distress, and overall happiness. In addition, results revealed that the
psychological well being of young adults after parental break up was highest among

- those who were exposed to severe parental conflict before divorce and lowest among
those who experienced less conflict before divorce. It was suggested that if the young
subjects were not aware of the parental conflict, divorce tended to be a shock for -
them. Those findings give. support to Anthony’s (1974; cited in Kaslow & Schwartz,
1987).view that point out that unexpressed conflict and emotional withdrawal may be
as damaging for children as overt conflict if such covert parental conﬂict results in
sudden separation or divorce.

In sum, it appears that in some cases parental divorce alone predicts the
difficulties of children, whereas in others, it is the conflict betwéen parents that
predicts the difficulties. However, it becomes even clearer that the combination of
divorce and high parental conflict predicts more adj ustment pfoblems for children
especially when conflict continues in fhe post-divorce life. | -

Interparental Conflict and _Chz'ld Adjustment

Grych and Fincham (1990) suggested that both interparental conflict and
child adjustment are multidimensional. In order to assess the child’s perception of
dimensions of marital conflict such as frequency, intensity, resolution, content,
triangulation, stability and children’s appraisals of threat, self-blame and coping

efficacy, Grych, Seid and Fincham (1992) developed The Children’s Perception of
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Interparental Conflict Scale (CPIC), which was used in this study. In the initial use of
CPIC, Grych et al. (1992) conducted a study with 222 children aged from 9 to 12
years old. In that study, factor analysis was conducted on CPIC, which revealed 3
independent factors that emerged from the CPIC scale. The first factor was named
“Conflict Properties”, which had items, related to interparental conflict variables
sﬁch as frequency, intensity and resolution of conflict. The second faétor was named
“Threat”, and captured subscales of triangulation and coping efficacy. The third
factor was named “Self-Blame” and captured subscales of the content of conflict and
self-blame.

Grych et al. (1992) reported that children’s evaluations of frequency,
intensity and resolution of interparental conflict predicted their internalizing and
externalizing problems mofe consistently than parents’ reports of marital conflict.

. Although examinations of general pattern of results did not give evidence for any sex
differences in terms of association between parental conflict and child adjustment,
- there was only one apparent difference between boys and girls. It was noted thata -
greater experience of more frequent, intense and poorly resolved interparental
conflict was related with boys’ reports of increased levels of internalizing problems
and teachers’/peers’ and parénts’ réports of increased levels of such problems in
boys. Howevef, girls’ ratings of higher levéls of frequent, intense and poorly
resolved parental conflict were related to girls’ reports of greater externalizing
problems and teachers’/peers’ and parents’ reports of greater internalizing problems
in girls.

While children’s descriptions of the dimensions of conflict (frequency,
intensity, and resolution) were found to be related to child adjustment, the same

strong relations did not become apparent for the other two factors (Threat and Self
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Blame) and child adjustment. The single exception became evident for positive
correlations with children’s reports of threat and self-blame, and with children’s
reports of internalizing problems. More specifically, it was demonstrated that there
was a significant relationship between children’s reports of internalizing problems
and children’s scores on Threat and Self Blame factors when children’s scores of
Conﬂict Properties were controlled in the analysis. It was suggested that this may be
resulting from the similarity of the content of the perceived threat, and from the
self-blame questions and content of the questions in depression and anxiety scales. -
Children who perceive a greater threat and self-blame resulting from marital conflict
may also choose items that give evidence of higher degrees of depression and
anxiety. In another study, with 60 children aging from 7 to 12-year old, Grych (1998)
- found that if the child percéived the content of the parental conflict was related to
him/herself then the child blames him/herself, but becomes more optimistic-about
his/her capability to resolve the marital conflict due to a feeling of being in charge of
the content of the conflict. When children appraise the conflict as more threatening,
they have a tendency to be more pessimistic about their coping capacities to interfere
in conflict along with worries about the well-being of self and the family (Grych,
1998).

In the exanlination of the influences of conflict properties on c};ildren’s
interpretations of conflict, Grych (1998) found that the levels of intensity of
aggression expressed in parental conflict have a strong impact on the appraisals of
children. But, it was shown that these effects differed for boys and girls. Results
demonstrated that since girls are more inclined to continue the interpersonal
relationships and be more receptive to the expressions of anger (and more conscious

of its meanings for the family) than boys are, girls seem to be more affected then
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boys by overt expressions of disagreement in parental relations, but girls did not
differ from boys in feelings of impotency in helping parents solve their
disagreements. In the examination of contextual factors that have an impact on
children’s interpretétions of conflict, Grych (1998) indicated that children’s
experiencing of intense interparental and child-father aggression consisting of higher
degrees of verbal and physical aggression led them to perceive parental conflict as -
more threatening, and that these children had more pessimistic expectations about
their coping efficacy. It was suggested that in such a situation the child may even
experience-increased levels of stress due to having two kinds of needs. On the one
hand, those children from high conflict families may perceive a heightened threat to-
themselves and their parents. On the other hand, they may want to intervene in the -
conflict to protect the victimized parent or themselves. It was concluded that since
children’s development of schemas concerning interpersonal relationships are based
partially on their perceptions of the parental relationship, higher levels of conflict at
home may result in children becoming involved in abusive relationships, or acquiring
ineffective coping skills in their own romantic relations in later life.

Following the same line of thinking, Bickham and Fiese (1997) conducted a
study to investigate the attributes of interparental conflict and the psychological
adjustment in late adolescents by using CPIC (érych et al., 1992). In comparison to
Grych et al. (1992)’s study with younger children, older adolescents were found not
to attribute self-blame for interparental conflict, but are most affected when they
view the conflict as threatening. This finding gives support to Grych and Fincham’s
(1990) suggestion of the importance of the children’s level of development in the
interpretation of the conflict. Grych and Fincham (1990) suggested that younger

children blame themselves as the cause of parental conflict due to their egocentric
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thought processes and were found to be more fearful and pessimistic about their
coping efficacy in the face of conflict, whereas older children tend to exhibit a more
realistic appraisal of parental discord, acquiring problem-focused strategies and
becoming aware of threats caused by interparental conflict. Bickham and Fiese
(1997) found that since adolescents are more capable of understanding the threats
that occur due to interparental conflict and possible outcomes of interparental
conflict, the adolescent is most affected by its perception of threat in marital conflict.
In addition, although Grych et al. (1992) found that the frequency, intensity and
resolution of interparental conflict were most closely related to séhool-aged
- children’s adjustment, these dimensions of conflict were found to be only moderately
related to late adolescent adjustment. What is more, the certain properties of conflict,
triangulation and stability were found to be loading on the objective properties of -

- interparental conflict in a study with late adolescents (Bickam & Fiese, 1997). Grych
- et al. (1992) had failed to show that those dimensions of the conflict consiétenﬂy
loaded on a single factor. Bickam and Fiese (1997) also found that adolescents:
coming from divorced/separated homes reported more of the conflict properties in
addition to a greater threat compared with adolescents from intact homes. As an
interesting note, adolescents from intact homes reported greater self-blame for
interparental conflict co;npared with those from divorced/separated homes. Since
there is a decrease in conflict after a divorce, Bickain and Fiese (1997) hypothesized
that adolescents from divorced/separated homes tend to attribute the reasons for the
conflict to external factors, rather than themselves. However, they also added that
this issue needed to be explored further in future studies.

Although there are numerous studies examining the association between

interparental conflict and the adjustment of elementary school-aged children and
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éarly adolescents, the consequences of that variable for late adolescents and young
adults have not been substantially examined. Taking into account the developﬁental
challenges of this transition period, the impact of interparental conflict would seem
important for this population (Hetherington & Anderson, 1987; cited in Bickman &
Fiese, 1997), as the impact may be more clearly manifested in their opposite sex
felations (Long, 1987). The relevant literature regarding the impact of interparental
conflict and divorce on adolescents’ heterosexual trust, marital attitudes and dating
behavior will be discussed thoroughly in the section that examines the effects.of
divorce on the heterosexual functioning of adolescent females.

In sum, although children from divorced families may have worse
functioning when compared with children from intact families, both in the short and
long-run, interparental coﬁﬂict may still be the key factor in understanding the -
psychological functioning of children and adolescents when intact group is further

-divided into low and high levels of interparental coﬁﬂict. (Enos & Handal, 1986;

Booth et al., 1984). Thus, the significant negative impact of high levels of

interparental conflict emerges when the intact group is not taken monolithically.
Post-Divorce Parent-Child Relations

Researchers agree that parental break up changes parent-child relations. The
changes in the parent-chﬂd relations continue over time and determine the chﬂdren’s
adjustment that persists into adulthood.

The Custodial Mother-Child Relations

Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) reported that at the 10-year mark, many of
daughters were able to keep their close relationship with their custodial mothers.
Many of those girls reported appreciation for her emotional and economic

difficulties. However, the disruption of the parenting functions of the mothers due to
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eéonomical and psychological pressures after divorce coincided with the adolescence
of their daughters. Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) argued that adolescent daughters
may perceive their mothers” preoccupation with their own issues as abandonment
and thus experience sadness in the transition period of their lives. It was concluded
that, by the 10-year mark, the features of the mother-daughter dyad (e.g. degree of
mutual affection, control and limit setting, support and description of generational
limitations) were related to the daughter’s well being. Young adult daughters (19-23
years) of divorced families who had conflicted relations with mothers had poorer
psychological functioning, |

With respect to relations with the mother after divorce, in a study with mixed
gender college aged subjects (with a mean age of 19.6 years) after about 10 years of
parental divorce, Fine et all. (1983) found that, both sons and daughters perceive their
relationships with their mothers less positively than those of intact families, contrary
to some evidence that the niother’s well being and the parent-child relations are
better in 2 years time (Hetherington, Cox, & Cox, 1982; cited in Amato, 1993;
Wallerstein & Corbin,1989). It was suggested that the reason for these differences
might be based on the findings that single mothers face many stressors such as
financial pressure, the possible need for full time work, limit setting and |
communication difficulties with their children and sccial pressures due to being a.
single woman in society. After taking closer look at the findings, it was revealed that
daughters of divorced families consistently perceive their relationship with their
mothers more positively than did boys. Some daughters reported that they felt more
at ease in their communications with their mothers than boys did. Daughters
reported higher levels of identification with her as the same sex parent. This finding

gives support to the notion that children who live with the same sex custodial parent
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have a better state of well being than chilldren who live with the opposite sex parent
(Sandrock & Warshak, 1979; cited in Levitin, 1979). Fine et al. (1983) also
suggested that the reasons daughters may feel more close to their mothers could be
that they spend more time with their mothers and empathize with her regarding the
stress of their mothers are fairly high. Thus, mothers could become a role model for
hér daughter which may not be the case for the sons
The Noncustodial Father-Child Relations

Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) also indicated the importance of the
associations between the father-child relations and the children’s functioning. Poor
father-daughter relationships were consistently reported at the ten-year mark. Two-
thirds of daughters reported good relationships with their mothers whereas only one-
quarter of daughters reportéd good relationships with fathers at the 10-year mark.
This discrepancy indicates the decline in the father-daughter relationships as
compared to the time of separation. Wallerstein and Corbin’s (1989)‘ findings are
supported by the “father absence” perspective which suggested that the quantity and
quality of contact between offspring of divorce and the noncustodial parents-
especially fathers are likely to deteriorate over time (Seltzer, 1991; Amato & Booth,
1996) and the absence of the noncustodial parent as a model and provider of support
and supervirsion may result 1n the children’s adjustment pr'oblems in divorced
families.

Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) reported that the quality of relationship
between the fathers and daughters was more predictive of daughters” well being
rather than simple contact at the 10-year mark. More than half of daughters, aged 16

to 23 expressed their sadness and disappointment at their fathers, as well as a sense
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of rejection by him. That outcome was true even for the fathers who continued to
visit their daughters regularly over the post-divorce years.

The age of children may have an impact on the coping strategies that they
acquire in dealing with the pain of father absence. By the 10-year mark, Wallerstein
and Corbin (1989) reported that in the face of their disappointments related to their
fathers, young gitls are able to sustain the “good father “fantasy, whereas older girls -
are not‘ able to soothe themselves with that fantasy.

Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) reported that many daughters whose parents
divorced when they were very young expressed a heightened need to contact their
fathers when they became adolescents. Although some of the custody mothers were
irritated by the father-daughter contact, the daughter’s contact with the father did not
disrupt the mother-daughtér relationship with those younger girls. On the other hand,
older adolescent girls’ need to contact with their fathers did disturb the mother-
daughter relationship because the mother felt rejected by the daughtér’s attempt and |
took it as a second blow after divorce. So, the detrimental impact of paternal absence
might become even clearer when daughters enter into late adolescence and have to
cope with developmental challenges such as separation and individuation from the
mother as well as seéking ihtimacy with the opposite sex. Wallerstein and Corbin
(1989) also found that daughters o;f divorce who kept close relations with both
parents had very good functioning over ten years. Similarly, Amato (1993) pointed
out that when children keep contact with the noncustodial parents, they tend to have
better levels of adjustment.

Southworth and Schwarz (1987) conducting a study with college-aged
(ranging from 17 to 20 years) females found that daughters of divorce who had

contact with fathers in the post-divorce process perceived more love and acceptance
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from their fathers compared to those who had less contact with their fathers after
divorce. It was also shown that the pre-divorce father-daughter relationship was less
important than the relationship in the post-divorce process in predicting the degree of
love perceived by daughters.

In the examination of the father child relations after about 10 years of
parental divorce, Fine et al. (1983) found that both boys and girls of divorced
families did not convey a very positive sense of perception of their fathers compared:
to those from intact families. Fine et al. (1983) suggested that the reason for these
differences might be related with the continuation of conflicts between parents over
the custodial arrangements that, in turn, make it hard for the father to remain-
involved in the children’s life and to be eager to see their children during the
visitation periods (Hetheﬁngton, Cox, & Cox, 1976; cited in Fine et al., 1983;
Baydar, 1988). However, Fine et al. (1983) reported that the findings of the:long-
term consequences of poor quality of perceived father- and college aged child
relations are not uniform. It was indicated that there are some variables that seemed
to reduce the potentially detrimental influences of parental divorce on the children-
father dyad such as the perception of positive relations in pre-divorce family, good
relations with the father in pre-divorce, good relations between parents-and their
coming fr01;1 a higher socioeconomic status. |

As a summary, the literature gives support to the significance of perceived
closeness with both the fathers and the mothers for the good adjustment of children

of divorce, especially for young adults who are in the transition from adolescence to

adulthood.
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Studies of Parental Divorce in Turkey
There are only a few studies that are conducted with the children of divorced
- parents in Turkey. All of these studies have examined the impact of divorce on the
children’s psychological adjustment in the short run (Tokoglu, 1979; Kaynaroglu,
1984; Erkan, 1986; Atakan, Erol, & Alacaci, 1989; cited in Korkut, 1990). In terms
bf investigating the impact of interparental conflict, there is only one single study
that investigated the association between interparental conflict and children
adjustment in intact families (Oz, 1999).

Erkan (1986) compared the children of divorced families with the children of
intact families in terms of their self-concepts. The sample included 135 adolescents
from divorced families and 159 adolescents from intact families between the ages
of 13 and 20 coming froni eight State High Schools in Ankara. Baymur’s Self
Concept Inventory was used to assess the levels of self-concept. Accordingly, . -
children from intact families had higher levels of self-concept than children under
the custody of fathers and the stepmothers. On the other hand, the study failed to find
differences on self-cdncept levels between children living with their single mothers,
single fathers, mother and stepfathers and natural families (cited in Korkut, 1990).

Korkut (1990) compared adolescents coming from divorced families with
those from intact families in terms of qtheir self-concepts, depression levels and their
understanding of family environment. In addition, Kérkut (1990) examined some
variables that are associated with the psychological adjustment of adolescents of
divorced families. The sample consisted of 184 adolescents from divorced homes
and 184 adolescents from intact homes (105 girls and 79 boys) aging between 10 and
18 year-old and coming from 7 private high schools in Istanbul. Findings showed

that there were no significant differences between adolescents from divorced and
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intact families in terms of self-concept and depression. It was suggested that since all
the students are nonclinical and coming from higher SES groups, the possible
differences between two groups might have disapppared (Korkut, 1990). Gender -
differences were not found for adolescents of divorced families on levels of self-
concept and depression. On the other hand, adolescents from intact homes were
found to perceive their family environment as being more cohesive than adolescents
“from divorced homes. In addition, it was found that the self-concepts of adolescents
from divorced homes were positively correlated and depression levels were
negatively correlated with high control in the family environment. It was also found
that adolescents from divorced families have greater depression levels when their
attributions about divorce were negative. The decreased contact with the
noncustodial parent was aiso found to be positively correlated with the depression:
levels of children. In divorced families, boys were also found to need more control -
than girls after divorce. Mother’s education level was also found tb be amore . ¢
significant predictor for the psychological adjustment of female adolescents than for
males. More specifically, it was éhown that the higher the education levels of the
mother, the lower the depression levels of adolescent girls. It was also found that
adolescents who had difficulties in post-divorce life and who were asked to take
sides in their pe;rents’ problems had greater depression levels anci lower sélf-concepts
thaﬁ adolescents who did not have difficulties in post-divorce life and were not asked
to take sides in their parents’ problems. Additionally, the qﬁality of the relationship
between parents in the post-divorce life was also found to have an impact on
adolescents’ depression and self-concept level. Adolescents who reported good
relationships with custodial parents were also found to have higher levels of self-

concept and lower levels of depression. Adolescents who reported their relationships
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with noncustodial parents as being relatively bad were more likely to have higher
levels of depression. Finally, Korkut (1990) failed to find the impact of remarriage of
the custodial parents on the adolescent’s psychological adjustment. It was suggested
that the reason for that finding might be due to small percentage of remarriage in
mothers.

There has been little investigation of the influence of interparental conflict on
the children’s adjustment in Turkey. Oz (1999) examined the relationship between
children’s understanding of interparental conflict and children’s internalizing and
extemalizing problems. The other aim of the study was to translate the Children’s
Perception of Interparental Scale (Grych et al., 1992) into Turkish and tob conduct its
validity and reliability studies in the service of measuring the children’s perception
of interparental conflict. Iﬁ addition, this study made an attempt to investigate the
gender and age differences in children’s understanding of interparental conflict and
the kinds of problems children displayed. in addition, Oz (1999) aimed to determine
if there Were any differences befcv;/een parent reported and teacher reported
internalizing and externalizing problems of children.‘The sample included 232
nonclinical children who were between the ages of 9 and 12, coming from intact
families, of which one parent filled out The Child Behavior Checklist. The Teacher
Report Form of The Child Behavior Checklist was administered to fhe teachers.
Lastly, children filled out the Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict Scale
(CPIC) and the Children’s Depression Inventory. The results indicated the good
reliability and validity of the Turkish version of the CPIC. It was found that
children’s evaluations of frequency, intensity and resolution of marital conflict were
related with parent/teacher reported internalizing problems and child reported

depression. Oz (1999) suggested that Turkish children might become fearful and tend
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{o be withdrawn socially and emotionally when they encounter marital conflict. It
was also suggested that this type of reaction may keep the children from getting
involved in the marital conflict; however, it may also result in internalizing the
negative feelings related with being exposed to interparental conflict. In addition to
the children’s perception of threat of the conflict and self- blame was associated with
‘self-reported depression levels of the children. It was also found that children’s
perceptions of self-blame were related with child reported depression levels, parent
reported internalizing and externalizing problems and teacher reported externalizing
problems. Gender differences were also found as an important factor in children’s
appraisals of the parental conflict. Boys were found to attribute greater self-blame for
marital conflict to themselves than girls. It was suggested that the impact of different
socialization experiences bf boys might lead them to feel more responsible for
marital disagreements and tend to blame themselves due to marital conflicts.
Moreover, girls were found to have more internalizing problems than boys as
reported by teacher and parents whereas boys were exhibiting more externalizing
problems than girls as reported by teachers. It was suggested that this finding might
give support to the hypothesis that in the Turkish sample, as well as in other western
cultures, boys tend to display more extemaljzing problems wheréas girls engage in
more help seeking behaviors when dealing vﬁth feelings of discomfort ((T;ﬁney, 1992;
cited in Oz, 1999). Age differences were also found to be important in children’s
appraisals of marital conflict. Teachers reported higher levels of internalizing and
externalizing problems for 9-year-old children than 12-year-old children. In addition,
parents reported more externalizing problems for 9-year-old boys than 12-year-old
boys. It was also revealed that parents reported greater child internalizing and

externalizing problems for children compared to teachers.
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Altogether, all the studies that were conducted in Turkey showed the negative
impact of parental divorce and interparental conflict in intact parents on the
psychological adjustment of children. The present study is the first one in Turkey,
which was conducted to compare the heterosexual functioning of daughters of
divorce with daughters of intact families divided into low and high levels of
interparental conflict in accordance with daughters’ perception of frequency of
parental conflict.

Effects of Divorce on Daughters’ Heterosexual Functioning

Several studies that were conducted with children of divorce explored the
nature of heterosexual functioning and the characteristics most likely to be affected
by parental divorce, namely, levels of satisfaction in dating relationships, levels of
heterosexual trust in the pértner, levels of conflict in current relationship and

- attitudes toward marriage. However, the available studies on the effects of divorce on
females’ heterosexual functioning have primarily focused on the differential impact
of family structure. The literature relatively overlooks the fact that high levels of
parental conflict are not limited to separated/divorced parents and many children of
intact families also experience long term effects of distress, related to parental
conflict, in their romantic relations.

Dating Behavi;)r

There are many research findings in favor of the notion that parental divorce
leads to problems in dating and sexual behavior of daughters. For instance,
Hetherington (1972) conducted a study with adolescent daughters from low SES
families and found significant differences in the domain of heterosexual behavior
among daughters from divorced, intact and widowed homes. It was found that the

impact of the loss of a male parent through divorce before age 5 becomes manifest in
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adolescence in daughters’ inability to interact appropriately with males. It was
observed that these girls displayed more attention seeking behavior from males and
engaged in more frequent heterosexual activities as compared to daughters from
intact families and daughters whose father were deceased. Hetherington (1972)
explained these differences as the lack of opportunity of daughters of divorce to
interact with a loving adult male early in life. Coming with a different explanation,
Wallerstein and Kelly (1980), in their work with latency aged daughters of divorce,
at the 5-year mark, proposed that those females who had involved in increased sexual
activity and promiscuity were still angry at their parents about divorce (cited in
Wallerstein, 1985).

Supporting the view of early sexualization of daughters from disrupted
families, Newcomer and Udry (1987) investigated the impact of parental marital
- status (intact, blended and single) on the initiation of the first heterosexual relations
by the adolescents. The data was collected from white adolescents from junior high
schools 2 years apart. It was found that there is a greater impact of living with single
mothers on the early sexual initiation and other acting out behavior (smoking,
drinking) of girls. Newcomer and Udry (1987) pointed out that single mothers’ being
sexually active and the absence of control of the father at home over the adolescent
girls may make adolescent_ girls to take their mother as a mode] and get involx;ed m
early sexual behavior. |

Similarly, Bdoth et al., (1984) conducted a study with 365 college aged

students and found that college students from divorced families display greater
courtship activities compared to students from intact or the widowed homes and tend
to get involved in more premarital sexual activities. In support of the findings of

Newcomer and Udry (1987), Booth et al. (1994) suggested that children of divorce
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might be modeling the behavior of their divorced families who engage in greater
levels of nonmarital sex (Glick & Norton, 1977; cited in Booth et al., 1984).

Booth et al. (1984) did not find any gender differences for courtship activities in
college aged students from divorced homes. In ad&ition, results demonstrated that
courtship activities of young adults of divorced families increase even more if there
were higher levels of interparental conflict in the pre- and post-divorce period along
with the presence of factors such as the deterioration of parent-child relations and
living with a single parent. Consistently, Jacquet and Surra (2001) also found support
for the findings of the negative influence of parental divorce on romantic
relationships of young adults an inﬂueﬂce which is more pronounced for females
who are casually dating, which is defined as the partners did not view each other as a
couple and may or may not date with others, compared to females from intact
homes. -

On a similar vein, Long (1987) tested 134 college aged females at the
beginning in the 1st year of the university and again 18 months later to examine the
‘impact of parental discord and parental disruption on the number of boyfriends dated,
levels of seriousness about current dating relationships and the capability to have a
steady boy ,friend. Results demonstrated that 18 months later college aged daughters
of ;mhappy, disrupted families had a higher decline 1n frequency of dating and the
number of Boyfriend dated theﬁ did daughters of happy, intact families. In addition,
those daughters of unhappy, disrupted families had failed to have a more serious
view about their current boyfriend over 18 months compared to daughters of happy,

intact families. Such differences might serve as another indicator for troubled

opposite sex relations in daughters of divorced homes.
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In support of the earlier findings that pointed out the differential impact of
parental marital status on the sexual and dating experiences of children, Kinnaird and
Gerrard (1986) conducted a study with college-aged women from nondivorced
(N =30), divorced (N = 30) and reconstituted (N = 30) families. Family atmosphere
was investigated in order to examine its impact on college-aged daughters’ sexual
and dating experiences. Wom_en from non-divorced families demonstrated more
harmony, less conflict and less family disruption compared to others from divorced
and reconstituted families. Results exhibited that college-aged daughters coming
from homes with high levels of disruption and conflict tended to postpone beginning
dating. However, the findings did not show any significant group differenées in the
amount of dating of females. It was also reported that daughters from disrupted and
conflicted homes were bécoming sexually active at an earlier age than daughters of
intact homes. Results also indicated thatb there is a negative correlation between the
amount of contact with the noncustodial father and the length of the current.
relationship. Kinnaird and Gerrard (1986) suggested that daughters who have lower
levels of contacf with their fathers may attempt to get involved in long-term
relationships with other males which might be premature, in order to compensate for
their feelings of rejection by their father as proposed by Sorosky (1977; cited in
Kinnai;d & Gerrard, 1986). "

On the other hand, there are some research findings that failed to show
significant impact of parental marital status on the heterosexual behavior of
daughters of divorce. For example, Hainline and Feig (1978) conducted a study with
17 to 23 year-old female college students who experienced early and late parental
divorce (before age 5 and ages 5-11 respectively) and with daughters from intact

and widowed homes. They found no differences in the heterosexual behavior of
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daughters coming from the father-absent and the father—present homes. So, Hainline
and Feig (1978) could not replicate the findings of Hetherington’s (1972) study.
Hainline and Feig (1978) noted that Hetherington’s (1972) subjects were of a lower
SES while their sample was drawn from a college sample, Hainline and Feig (1978)
suggested that mothers of divorced homes, especially if they come from low SES, are
ﬁnder many stressors such as economical and emotional that may have an impact on
the developing children. There is also evidence that parents’ attitudes toward sexual
activities and the actual degree of such heterosexual activities may differ in
accordance with their SES (Maccoby & Jacklin, 1974; McNeil, 1969; cited in
Hainline & Feig, 1978). Hainline and Feig (1978) indicated that such daughters of
divorce from homes in which father are absent through divorce might not be very
possible to be detected in é sample drawn from college. However, even if one
controls for SES, there is evidence that women from divorced families tend to get
less education and get married earlier with the less sociaﬂy and emotionally mature
men who experience economic difficulty and receive less social support than are .
those who marry later and come from intact families (Mueller & Pope, 1977).
Richardson and McCabe (2001) investigated the effects of parental divorce
| during adolescence, parental conflict and intimacy with parents on young adults’
relatio-x;s with opposite sex. Of 167 college-aged students (with é mean age of 20), 91
students were from intact and 76 students were from divorced families. Findings
showed that there were no significant differences between young adults of intact and
young adults of divorced families in terms of opposite sex relations. In the
examination of the impact of family atmosphere, results also indicated that there
were no significant differences between high conflict and low conflict intact groups

in terms of their opposite sex relations. In sum, findings demonstrated that the
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pyarticipants’ opposite sex relations were not significantly predicted by parental
marita] status, interparental conflict and closeness with parents.

In a similar vein, another study carried out by Jones (1 993) with one hundred
and seventy eight college age females, aging from 18 to 25. Jones (1993) found that
parental marital status does not have an impact on the age of first dating experiences
or the number of different men dated.

Overall, it appears that there are mixed findings regarding the impact of
divorce and high levels of interparenta} conflict on the dating behavior of adolescents
and young adults. Research provides evidence that impact of famﬂy disruption and
conflict can show themselves in either earlier dating or delayed dating, both of which
imply that there are problems in this domain.

Level of Satisfaction with Heterosexual Relations

There is some evidence that one’s level of satisfaction with heterosexual
relations is related to processes thét take place in the family of origin as well as
parental marital status. For example, Booth et al. (1984) found that the negative
evaluation of the steady dating relationship increases more for those college aged
students of divorced families with high interparental conflict following divorce and
intact families with high conflict than did those of divorced families who
experienced conflict only during divorce or intact families with low conflict. In
addition, it was found that those subjects whose relations with their noncustodial
father deteriorates in the post-divorce life have more negative evaluations of their
steady partners than do those who continued to feel close to their fathers following
divorce. It suggested that those subjects who are not satisfied with their dating
relationships might be trying to be more cautious in their own relationships in order

not to make the same mistakes as their parents.
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A similar finding arose in a study by, Amato and Booth (1991) who found
that adults from divorced homes have reportéd low levels of marital happiness
compared to adults from intact homes. Results also demonstrated that adults coming
from happily married two parent families have higher levels of marital happiness
compared to those adults coming from unhappily-married two parent families. In
addition, those subjects coming from unhappily-married two parent families and
those from divorced homes have reported more problems with their marriages = -

- compared to adults coming from happily-married two parent families. Amato and
Booth (1991) also suggested that those adults of divorce who have experienced high
conflict in the post-divorce life might have more problems in their own maﬁiages. In
accordance with this, it was suggested that those subjects of divorced families with
low conflict in the post-di\}orce life might have better adjustment to their own

- marriages compared to adults with unhappy, intact families. In accordance with this, -
Amato an(i Booth (1991) concluded that children who are removed from the
dysfunctional environments of their families through divorce may experience few
long term effects of parental divorce in their own marriages.

Similarly, investigating the same variables with young adults (aging from 19
to 40) participating in a 12-year long term study, Amato et al. (1995) found that
young adﬁlts of diVorced families with high conflict in pre—divorée life have good
feelings about their own marriages and specific aspects of relationships (i.e. affection
received, sexual relationship) compared to those who came from intact families with
high conflict.

On the other hand, there are some studies that pointed out that how family
structure differences on the evaluations of heterosexual relations are not important

for females. For example, in a study with engaged couples, Sanders, Halford and
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:Behrens (1999) examined the amount of satisfaction early in committed
relationships. Findings indicated that there were no significant differences between
females of divorced families and females of intact families on their reported levels
of satisfaction in the current relationship. A similar finding arose in‘a study by Jones

1(1993) who could not find the impact of parental divorce on relationship satisfaction
for college-aged daughters of divorce. However, it was noted that the assessment of
satisfaction with dating relationships was done with single question, and may fail to
‘reveal the differing tones in experiences of romantic relationships of young women
from divorced homes.

In summarizing, although there is a general trend in the studies indicating that
divorce does not have an additive negative influence on young adults’ satisfaction
with the romantic relatiohships, interparental conflict and parent child relations
appear as two important factors that have a real impact on those evaluations of young -
adults.

Management of Conflicts in Heterosexual Relations

Researchers who examined the relationships between interparental conflict
and parental divorce and the adjustment of children in the long run are profoundly
focused on the heterosexual ﬁmcﬁoning by using socialization theory. According to
socializatioﬁ theory, children acquire mar;y skills through observing adults. So,
children of martially distressed families are not providing necessary skills to help
their children maintain long-term satisfying intimate relations. So, children of
divorce, compared to children of intact families, may have been repeatedly exposed
to models of maladaptive conflict management behavior before and after parental
divorce, which are adversely affecting their skills in forming long standing intimate

relations in adulthood (Amato & DeBoer, 2001). It can also be reasonable to state



that witnessing parental conflict makes children develop schemas for forming
interpersonal relations and management of conflicts in interpersonal relations that
persist into young adulthood and become active When they have conflicts in their
romantic relationships (Grych, 1998).

Similarly, Booth et al. (1984) showed that both young adults from intact
families with high conflict and young adults from divorced families with
post-divorce conflict have the same tendency to threaten to break up with their
partners when they are dissatisfied with their relationships.

Jacquet and Surra (2001) also reported that females from divorced homes had
higher degrees of conflict and negativity in their relationships when compared to
men. It was suggested that since females from divorced homes witnessed high levels
of interparental conflict, they might be more ready to expect that conflict and
negativity are parts of a relationship than those from intact homes. Similarly, other
studies that examined the long term influences of interparental conflict and young
adults’ intimate relations have shown that early in committed relationships.such as in
engagements, especially if young women come from divorced families, they use
higher levels of negativity in communication behavior and engaged in higher levels
of éonﬂicf with partners despite the fact that they did not differ in their levels of self
reported satisfacti‘on in their current steady relationship when compa;ed to females
from intact families (Sanders et al.,1999). Sanders et al. (1999) suggested that the
degree of negativity of communication in engaged couples in which females come
from divorced families might not necessarily result from female’s negative
communication patterns. Women from divorced families might be choosing partners
who are inclined to have more negative communication patterns. Moreover, women

of divorced families who are exposed to a high degree of negative communication
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| patterns in their family of origin may have the tendency to view negative
communication patterns as normal in thejr relations, which may lead them to be
attracted to such men.
Heterosexual Trust
There are some studies that indicated heterosexual trust as mediating the
effects of parental divorce on daughters’ relationships. In a study that investigated
the impact of parental divorce on the heterosexual trust of daughters, Jones (1993).
found a significant difference in dyadic trust between femgles of divorced homes and
females of intact homes which is assessed by the Dyadic Trust Scale in the expected -
direction (Larzelere & Huston, 1980). Findings showed that the effect of parental
marital status on heterosexual trust of daughters only approached significance when
measured by the Heterosexual Trust Scale (Gurtman, 1979; cited in Jones, 1993).
-Jones (1993) suggested that since subjects reported their feelings of trust or distrust -
in a current or imagined relationship with partners in the Dydic Trust Scale, it might
be a more direct assessment of female’s feelings toward men than is measured by the -
Heterosexual Trust Scale. In order to test the similar variables, Southworth and
Schwartz (1987) also employed the Heterosexual Trust Scale (Gurtman, 1979; cited
‘in Southworth & Schwartz, 1987) and failed to show a significant difference between
-young women of divorced families and intactq families. However, closer look at the
data revealed that young adult women of divorce who do nét perceive love and
acceptance from their fathers have less trust in men fhan those from daughters of
divorced homes who perceived love and acceptance from their fathers. This kind of
association was not found for young adult women of intact families.
In a study with college students, Franklin et al. (1990) also found that

subjects of divorced families did not differ from subjects of intact families in the

39



degree of their trust in their current dating partners and their beliefs about the success
of their possible future romantic relationships.

To support the view of differential impact‘ of family structure on the
heterosexual trust of females, Jacquet and Surra (2001) conducted a study with never
married young couples aging from 19 to 35 years old, and found significantly lower
levels of feelings of love and trust for men reported by females of divorced homes
compared to those females of intact homes. It was suggested that different
socialization practices of females and males with respect to the relationships may
sensitize women to the fragility of relations. So, those women of divorced homes do
not have blind trust to their romantic relationships, but trust hesitantly.

Similarly, Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) reported that as daughter of divorce
observes the mother With whom she identified break up with father; daughter -
‘internalizes a sense of distrust in heterosexual partners and in romantic relationships.

In sum, literature suggests that despite some researchers found n§ difference
1in heterosexual trust between daughters of divorced and non-divorced families; some
researchers indicated that young women’s sense of heterosexual trust is influenced
by their interactions with both parents after divorce.

Marital Attitudes

Several researc-:hers have attempted to identify other factors that indicate
adjustment to parental divorce, sucﬁ as marital attitudes that may only become
apparent when children of divorce reach early adulthood (Amato, 1988).

Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) reported that, by the 10-year mark, older
adolescent daughters of divorce, who were between 19 and 29 years of age, were
found to be influenced by and identified with the difficulties of their mothers after

divorce. So, although they had the desire to get married and have their own child,
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’they were also anxious of marriage due to their fear of repeating their mothers’
unhappiness and being abandoned by their husbands. Similarly, Kaslow and
Schwartz (1984, 1985; cited in Kaslow & Schwartz, 1987) reported that adolescents
and young adult siibjects whose parents were divorced when they were preadolescent
or older expressed that they no longer have a very romantic view of marriage but
View it seriously and report having difficulties in making commitments to marriage
due to their fears of going through a divorce of their own. Yet, because those studies .
did not include subjects from intact families as a comparison group, they did not
provide any information whether those fears of intimacy and anxiety of abandonment
are the outcome of parental divorce and not common anxiety provoking themes for
most adolescents (Franklin et al., 1990).

In Amato’s (1988) study few significant differences were detected among
subjects from intact and divorced families in marital attitudes.The data of a national .
survey of subjects from Australia between the agés of 18 to 34 who come from
divorced, widowed or intact homes was examined. The examination of items on the -
measurements revealed that adult children of divorce have less optimistic views of
marriage than did other participants. The results indicated that although many of
adult children of divorce value marriage, they are also aware of its failures due to
their coming from a divorced family. However, Amato (1988) concluded that itis not
possible to bé very clear about the link between subjects’ early attitudes and later
behavior.

There are some available studies that address the question of the relation
between parental conflict and parental marital status and subjects’ attitudes toward
marriage. In one of those studies, Franklin et al. (1990) concluded that college-aged

subjects of divorced families differed from subjects from intact families on several
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measures of interpersonal trust which are specifically related to marriage and
prospective spouses. Franklin et al. (1990) suggested that by not having a generalized
negative belief about the world and people, but narrowing the detrimental influence
of parental divorce to the most relevant life V
event - marriage, those college aged subjects of divorce might have found an
adaptive way to deal with that negative life experience. It was also explained that
~subjects from divorced homes seemed to be aware of the vulnerability of the
marriages regardless of their view of themselves as good persons. Findings also:
revealed that children of divorce who experienced high levels of pre- and post-
divorce interparental conflict have less optimism about their future marriages.
Consistently, Long (1987) tested 134 college aged females and found that
college-aged daughters of unhappy, divorced families have greater negative attitudes
toward marriage compared with daughters of happy, intact families.

In an earlier study; Wallin (1954, cited in Jennings et al., (1991) examined
the relations between fafnily structure, parental conflict and gender on subjects’ -
attitudes tpward marriage. Subjects from intact homes were divided into groups in
accordance with the perception of their parents’ marital happiness as the following:

“very happy, happy, and average to unhappy. Subjects of divorced homes were
assumed to perceive their parents’ marriage as unhéppy. It was found that the m;aan
of the males from divorced parents had the lowest and the mean of the males from
“very happy” intact families had the highest among the attitudes toward marriage
scores. On the other hand, for females, there were not any significant differences on
means of attitudes toward marriage scores between females of divorced families and
females of “very happy” or “happy” intact families. The mean of females from

“average to very unhappy” intact homes was the lowest on the attitudes toward
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-ifnarriage scores. Similarly, Long (1983; cited in Jennings et al., 1991) did ndt make
grouping for unmarried women from divorced families based on the assumption that
if their families were happy they would not be divprced. But, women from intact
families divided into two as coming from “unhappy” families and coming from
“happy” families. Results again indicated that women whose families are
v“unhappily” married had viewed marriage more negatively than did women from
“happily” married or divorced families. In another study, Landis (1960; cited in
‘Jennings et al., 1991) investigated the effects of parental happiness before divorce on
premarital attitudes toward marriage. The sample of 183 college-aged subjects
coming from divorced homes was asked to rate their perception of their families’
happiness before divorce. Although there were no significant differences between the
groups, individuals from ;‘unhappy” group were found to have the tendency to have
| more negative attitudes toward marriage than did those from “happy” group.
Similarly, Jennings et al., (1991) examined the association between family .
structure, interparental conflict, and gender on college-aged subjects’ premarital
attitudes toward marriage. The sample was 340 college students, 18 to 22 years old,
consisted of 149 males and 191 females, 272 from intact and 67 from divorced
families. Students in intact and separated groups‘were given different instruments to
assess perceived parental conflict based on the expectati;)n that students of separated
families would have different perceptions about the parental conflict pre- and post-
divorce as well as during divorce. Findings revealed that college aged subjects of
high conflictual families did have less favorable attitudes toward mérriage than
college aged subjects of low conflictual families, regardless of parental marital
status. Subjects of divorced homes also reported less favorable attitudes toward

marriage than those from intact homes. Results indicated no significant differences in
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attitudes toward marriage between young adults from post-divorce interparental
conflict group, pre-divorce interparental conflict group and and/or conflict during the
separation group. In terms of gender, results demqnstrated that boys did have less
favorable attitudes toward marriage compared with females.

There are some findings that have been inconsistent with regard to impact of
vparental marital status on the attitudes of young adults of toward matriage. In a study
with mixed gender college age students, Greenberg and Nay (1982) found no
significant differences in the attitudes and/or behaviors toward marriage between
college students who come from divorced families, intact and widowed hpmes.¢

In an attempt to integrate the attitudes toward marriage, it seems that since
daughters of divorced families are exposed to the bad image of marriage, they held
more negative views of rharriage than did daughters of intact families. However,
‘high interparental conflict regardless of family structure is also significant in
producing negative attitudes towards marriage (Long, 1987; Jennings et al., 1991).

Statement of the Problem

The studies described in the review of the literature provide evidence that
parents’ marital status as well as the level of interparental conflict are factors that
have an impact on the héterosexual functioning of females. More specifically,
feméles’ perception of interparel;.tal conflict is a critical factqr that influences their
romantic relations. Since there are many studies that confirmed that late
adolescence/young adulthood is the developmental period duﬁng which major
decisions about heterosexual trust, dating and marriage are usually made, college

‘aged females are important to study. The present study is the first attempt for

investigating the heterosexual functioning of young women coming from
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divorced/separated and the intact familes as well as from divorced/ separated, high

conflictual intact and low conflictual intact families in the Turkish culture.

Based on the review of literature on the impact of parental divorce, hypotheses of

the present study were as follows:

1-

Young women from divorced/separated families were expected to have lower
levels of heterosexual trust and higher levels of negative marital attitudes than
women from intact families.

Daughters from intact families were separated into two groups based on the
frequency of interparental conflict; as high levels of interparental conflict and
low levels of interparental conflict. Daughters from divorced/separated
families and intact families with high levels of interparental conflict were

expected to report significantly lower levels of heterosexual trust and higher

- levels of negative marital attitudes compared to daughters from intact

families with low levels of interparental conflict.

In addition to the above stated hypotheses, exploratory analyses were
conducted to examine trends among
a) Family functioning (level of interparental conflict and family
‘ structure) and dating experiences.

b) Dating experiences and post-divorce variable.
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METHOD
Subjects

The sample for the study consisted of students who were taking introductory
psychology courses at Bogazigi University who volunteered to participate in
exchange of one credit for the courses. Three hundred and thirty one women
participated in the study with a mean age of 20.13 (SD = 1.54, range = 17- 32).

During the period in which the questionnaires were given, 88.5 % of subjects
(N = 293) reported as conﬁng from intact families and 11.5 % of subjects (N = 38)
reported as coming from divorced/separated families. Of the 331 subjects 10 % (N =
33) reported that their parents separated and 8.5 % (N = 28) reported that their
parents had divorced. Of divorced/separated group, 4 participants’ parents were
.divorced but then remarried each other again. One participant’s parents separated but
got back together again. Another participant’s parents separated but continued to live
in the same house, and lastly one participant’s parents were reported as divorced but
continued to live in the same house. The above-mentioned 7 subjects were included
in divorced/ separated group because they had lived through the experience of
pafental divorce/separation. In addition, since there are a very limited number of
subjects in divorced and separated group, subjects from divorced and separated
families were combined in brder to oi)tain a large enough sample size that can be
used in the anélyses.

Two individuals from intact group who reported being attracted to both males
and females were eliminated from the sample since only the heterosexual functioning
of young women was examined in the present study. Also, the small number of
individuals who lost their parents by death (N = 19 from intact group), and those who

experienced both parental death and divorce/separation (N-= 1 from
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divorce/separation group) were eliminated from divorced/separated group. It was
decided that parental loss experience may significantly change the experience of
living in and intact or divorced/separated family, thus it was decided to eliminate
those students from the analyses. There was one m(;re student in divorce group who
experienced both parental death and divorce. But since the student had lost his father
at the age of 22 and experienced divorce as an infant, the scores of this student were
included in the analysis with the idea of seeing the pure effect of divorce on the
studenf’s adjustment to heterosexual functioning. The final sample comprised 309
females with a mean age of 20.12, a standard deviation of 1.541 and a range of 17 to
32. Of the 309 subjects, 88.02 % (N = 272) reported to be coming from infact and.
11.98 % (N = 37) reported to be coming from divorced/separated families. Secondly,
since 4 of these subjects who were in divorced/separated group were included both
in the pilot study and the original study, the scores of Children’s Perception of the
Interparental Conflict Scale (CPIC) for these subjects were exclﬁded from the
analyses as a slightly modified version of the CPIC had been administered to
students in the pilot study. However, the rest of the information obtained from these
4 students was used in the remaining analyses.

The frequency subscale score of CPIC was used to group the 272 participants
from intact fa;nilies as coming from “high conflict intact family” and “low conflict
intact family”. The upper and lower quartiles were used to identify whether subjects
come from high or low conflict intact families. Young women scoring 20 or above in
the CPIC frequency subscale were grouped as coming from “high conflict intact

family” (N = 39) and others who scored 7 or below were grouped as “low conflict

intact family” (N = 34).
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Since the main aim of the study was to compare the heterosexual functioning
of daughters coming from divorced/separated and highly conflictual families with
those from low levels of interparental conflict, some of the analyses were conducted
on only 110 young women who were classified as follows: 14.3 % (N = 39) high
conflictual intact group, 12.5% (N=34) low conflictual intact group and 12 %
(N'=37) divorced/separated group.

Instruments
Heterosexual Trust Scale (HETTRUST)

Heterosexual trust is measured using the Heterosexual Trust Scale developed
by Gurtman (1979; cited in Jones, 1993). The HETTRUST consist of 18 itéms rated
on a 5-point scale in the original form. For clarity, subjects were asked to rate the -
items on a 4-point scale (1 = Disagree, 2 = Somewhat Agree, 3 = Almost Agree,

4 = Strongly Agree) in the present study. Participants who received high scores on
the HETTRUST are presumed to have rﬁore heterosexual mistrust. The questions are
designed to assess subjects’ ratings of the general trustworthiness of men in .
heterosexual relations. The internal consistency was indicated as .88 by Gurtman
(1979; cited in Southworth & Schwartz, 1987). Southworth and Schwartz (1987)
found internal consistency to be .90 with a group of college-aged daughters of |
divorced families. In the examination of validity, Gurtman (1979; cited in
Southworth & Schwartz, 1987) found that the scores on the HETTRUST have
positive correlations with Rotter’s (1971) Interpersonal Trust Scale and negative
correlations with Schwartz and Zuroff’s (1979) Love Inconsistency Scale and with
ratings of father’s preference for male or female siblings.

For this study, 3 psychologists fluent in both languages translated the

HETTRUST from English into Turkish independently. In order to ensure translation
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equivalence, the three translations were compared and the researcher and her
supervisor identified similarities and discrepancies. It was seen that there were not
many discrepant items. With this procedure, the translated items best representing the
original items were selected. Additionally, a Turkis:h language teacher reviewed the
final form. Then, 3 different psychologists translated HETTRUST back from Turkish
into English independently. Finally, in order to determine the applicability of the
Turkish version of the HETTRUST, a pilot study on its reliability was conducted.
The Turkish version of the HETTRUST was administered to 48 females, 4 -
participants from divorced/separated families and 44 participants from intact
families, at Bogazi¢i University. Results demonstrated that the total scale had_an
alpha coefficient of .88 for those 48 participants. When the instrument was delivered
_ to the full sample of 309 subjects of this present study, 303 subjects responded and
the total scale had an alpha coefficient of .86. This finding demonstrated that the
Turkish version of the HETTRUST appears to be a reliable measure. The
HETTRUST is presented in Appendix A.

Marital Attitudes Scale (MAS)

The MAS was constructed by Braaten and Rosén (1998). It is a self-report
instrument with 23 items. As in the original form, subjecfs are ésked to rate each item
on a 4-point scale (1 = Disagree, 2 = Somewhat Agree, 3 = Almost Agree,

4 = Strongly Agree). Since the rating of choices for each item was reversed in the
original form (Braaten & Rosén, 1998), while participants who have high scores are
presumed to have more positive atﬁtudes toward marriage in the original form, in the
present study, participants who received high scores on the MAS are presumed to
have more negative attitudes toward marriage. In responding to the items, subjects

indicated the extent to which they agree or disagree with each statement about
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marriage. Each item describes the many different ways that people can perceive
marriage. Subjects are asked to rate their feelings in relation to their current or future
marriages in six of the items, while rating the remaining items by considering general
concepts about marriage. Braaten and Rosén (19985 found that the internal
consistency coefficient of the MAS was .82. Scores on thé scale were significantly
correlated with the Relationship Beliefs Inventory (RBI) and the Attitudes toward
Marriage Scale (ATM). In addition, in the examination of the construct validity of
the scale, correlations among MAS, RBI, and the ATM and the Marlowe-Crown
Social Desirability Scale were observed. So, it was discovered that the MAS has a
high degree of internal consistency. Bassett, Braaten and Rosén (1999) aléo reported
the test-retest reliability as .85 over a 6-week period that was conducted by college
aged student (with a mean age 19.85). When another analysis was run to investigate
the test-retest reliability separately with those young men and young women, it
appeared as .87 for girls and .81 for boys

For the purpose of the pilot study, the same procedures that were carried out
for other instruments of the present study were repeated for the MAS with 48
participants. Results demonstrated that the total scale had an alpha coefficient of .82.
When the instrument was delivered to the full sample of 309 subjects, 301 subjects
résponded to the qﬁestions and the total scale he;d an alpha coefficient of .87. The
MAS is presented in Appendix B.

Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict Scale (CPCI)

The scale was originally developed by Grych, Seid, and Fincham (1992) to

assess the school-aged children’s perception of the 10 dimensions of the interparental

conflict. These dimensions were frequency, intensity, resolution, threat, coping
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efficacy, content (child related, vs. non-child related), triangulation, stability, and
self-blame.

The original form consists of 49 items to be completed by children. Grych et -
al. (1992) conducted factor analysis on the CPIC vs;ith two independent groups of 222
fourth and fifth grade children. A three-factor solution was found. The first factor
was named “Contflict Properties” (frequency, intensity, and resolution subscales), and
the second factor was named “Perceived Threat” (threat and coping efficacy
subscales), and lastly the third factor was named as “Self-Blame” (content and self-
blame). Grych et al. (1992) reported good internal consistency across samples for
each scale ranging between .78 and .90. The CPIC was also found to havevgood test-
retest reliability over a 2-week period with Pearson correlations of .70 for the
Conflict Properties, .68 for the Threat, and .76 for the Self-Blame scale. The validity -
of the Conflict Proporties scale was found by significant associations with parent
reported measures of interparental conflict (O’Leary-Porter Scale, 1980; Conflict
Tactics scale; cited in Grych et al., 1992). On the other hand, strong associations with:
child reported conflict vignettes assessed 2 months later verified the validity of the
threat and self-blame subscales. The CPIC was found to have good concurrent and
criterion Va11d1ty by Grych et al. (1992). In the present study, upon the authors’
recommendations (personal communication) latest version of CPIC with 48 items
wasy used. In the recent version of the CPIC, the items of the stability subscale, that
is, items 13, 23, 32 and 49 were omitted, and three rewritten items were added to the
triangulation subscale. Grych et a1.7(1992) reported that these two dimensions,
stability and triangulation, were not found to be loaded consistently on a particular

factor. In addition, the stability subscale was found to have the lowest reliability and

thus was dropped from the latest version of the scale.
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A reliability and validity study with 232 children from among students of 9 to
12 years was conducted by Oz (1999). Consistent with the results of Grych et al.
(1992), Oz (1999) found the presence of three factors labeled as Conflict Properties,
Threat and Self- Blame. The alpha coefficient for the total scale was .85. It is
reported as having good internal consistency for each scale and the coefficients for
Conflict Properties, Threat and Self- Blame were .84, .78 and .77, respectively. The
Turkish version of the CPIC was also found to have good test-retest reliability over a
2-week period with r = .88 for the Conflict Properties, r = .75 for the Threat, and
r = .77 for the Self-Blame scale.

Bickham and Fiese (1997) conducted a study with 215 students frdm
undergraduate students aging from 17 to 21 years to see if the CPIC was also
applicable with those age groups. Consistent with the results_ of Grych et al. (1992),

. as the outcome of the factor analysis, Bickham and Fiese (1997) also found the -
presence of the three-factor structure labeled as Conflict Properties, Threat and Self-

: Blam’e. Differing from the findings of Grych et al. (1992), the triangulation and
stability subscales of CPIC were found loading on the Conflict Properties factor by
Bickham and Fiese (1997). The CPIC was found to have good internal consistency
computed according to Cronbach Alpha values ranging fronr .85 to .95 across the
tixree-factors. Bickham and Fiese (1997) also reportéd good test-retest reliability over
a 2-week period ranging from .81 to .95 across three factors for the CPIC.

- For the purpose of the pilot study, the same procedures fhat were carried out
for the other instruments of the preéent study were repeated for the CPIC. Since Oz
(1999) utilized CPIC to conduct a study with children aged between 9 and 12 years,
most of the words of the original form were changed or items were omitted because

the language of the questions was found to be difficult to understand for Turkish
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children of this age group. The final form that was employed in Oz’s (1999) study
was reduced to 10 items. Since the present study was conducted with late-
adolescents/young adults, the original form of CPIQ with the latest changes that were
chosen to be used and factor analysis was repeated as it is presented in the results
section. The first version of CPIC was used in the pilot study since the authors made
the latest version of the CPIC available to the researcher after the completion of the
pilot study. For the original form of CPIC used in the pilot study (N= 48), results
demonstrated that the alpha coefficients were .83 for frequency subs;:ale, .84 for
- intensity subscale, .88 for resolution subscale, .51 for content subscale, .61 'for
perceived Threat subscale, .62 for coping efficacy subscale, .60 for self-blame
subscale, .46 for triangulation subscale, and .37 for stability subscale. When the latest
version of CPIC was distributed to the full sample of 309 of the present study, only
289 subjects responded to the questions and the alpha coefficients were .89 for
frequency subscale, .87 for intensity subscale, .88 for resolution subscale, .63 fér ’
content subscale, .79 for perceived threat subscale, .52 for coping efficacy subscale,
.38 for self-blame subscale and .81 for triangulation subscale. It is important to note
that since most of young women gave more or less the same answers for the items of
' the self-blame scale, the decline in the variance resulted in a very low alpha
coefficient for this subscale. -'These findings demonstrated that the Turkish version of
the CPIC appears to be a reliable measure. rIn the present study, the latest version of
the CPIC with 48 items was used as it is presented in Appehdix C.
Personal History Questionnaire
Demographic information is collected from subjects via a questionnaire
developed for this study. The questionnaire included information on subjects’ age,

marital status, current living situation, birthplace, parental educational levels, and
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éxperience of parental loss, parental marital status, and age at the time of parental
divorce/separation, custody arrangements, and relations with parents, sexual
orientation, dating history, age at first date, current dating status, level of satisfaction
in current dating relationship, general length of dating relationships, number of
dating relationships lasting longer than two months. The questionnaire is presented in
Appendix D.
Procedure

The study was announced to the students who were attending an Introductory
Psychology course at Bogazigi University. Volunteer subjects were informed that
they would get extra one credit if they took part in the study. The booklet that the
respondents were asked to fill out consisted of the Heterosexual Trust Scale, the
Marital Attitudes Scale and the Personal History Questionnaire, respectively. The
presentation of the questionnaires was randomized in order to eliminate the sequence
effect. Given that the Personal History Questionnaire had to come last in the
sequence of the scales, the other two scales (the Marital Attitudes and the
Heterosexual Trust) were placed in alternate positions in the presentation of the
booklet.

RESULTS
Descriptive Statistics of the Study Variables

In the first éection of this chapter, the frequency and percentage distributions,
the means and standard deviations of demographic Variabies (age, marital status,
living anaﬂgements, origin, parenté’ level of education, parental loss and age at loss)

| for the two major groups; Group-1 ( divorced/ separated group N = 37 vs. intact

group N = 272) and Group-2 ( divorced/separated group N = 37 vs. high conflict
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intact group N = 39 vs, low conflict intact group N = 34) are presented below in
Table 1.

Given that most of the analyses were run for Group 2, group differences on
the reported demographic variables were analyzed for Group 2 only. .

The mean age of the groups were as follows: in Group 2; high conflictual
intact group mean = 19.8 (SD = 1.19), low conflictual intact group mean =20.3 (SD
= 1.92) and separated/divorced group mean = 20.7 (SD = 1.52). ANOVA was run to
see if there were group differences in terms of age of participants in these three
groups. The overall ANOVA was significant F (2,107) = 3.27, p <.05. The Tukey
post hoc test revealed that subjects in high conflictual intact group |
(M = 19.82) were significantly younger than subjects in divorced/separated group (M
=20.73).

In order to test whether there were significant differences between subjects
from three groups in terms of théir place of origin; subjects were coded for being
from Istanbul /other metropolitan cities, non-metropolitan cities and town/village. A -
3x3 chi-square analysis showed that three groups were different from each other with
respect to their place of origin, X*(4) =11.48, p<.05. More specifically, the
distribution among three groups was as follows: 78.4 % of subjects from
divorced/separated group and 679.2 % of subjects from high conflictual intact group.
reportedristanbul /other metropolitan cities as the place of origin while only 44.1 %
of subjects from low conflictual intact group reported Istanbul/ other metropolitan
cities as their place of origin. Interestingly, 35.3 % of subjects from low conflictual
intact group reported non-metropolitan cities as the place of origin while only 25.6 %
of subjects from high conflictual intact group and 16.2 % of subjects of

divorced/separated group reported coming from a non-metropolitan city of Turkey. It
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is also interesting to report that 20.6 % of subjects from low conflict intact group
reported their place of origin as either a town/ a village in Turkey. Only 5.4 % of
subjects from divorced/separated group and 5.1 % of subjects of high conflictual

intact group reported coming from a town/ village.
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Table 1.

Descriptive Statistics of Demographic Variables

Divorced /

Divorced / High conflict { Low conflict
separated intact separated intact intact
(n=37) (n=272) (n=37) (n=39) (n=34)
Age of
Subjects Mean 20,70 20,04 20,73 19,82 20,32
Std. Dev, 1,52 1,53 1,52 1,19 192
Marital Single 36 - 97,3% 264 - 97,1% 36 - 97,3% 39 - 100% 32-94,1%
Status Engaged 1-27% 4-15% 1-27% 0 1-2.9%
Married 0 4-15% 0 [} 1-2.9%
Living With Famity 3-81% 83 - 30,5% 3-81% 12 -30,8% -9 -26,5%
arrangement With mother 13-35.1% 2-7% 13-35.1% 1-2.6% 0
With father 2-5.4% 2-7% 2-54% 1-2.6% 3]
Dormitory 10-27% 129 - 47.4% 10-27% 19-48.7% 18 - 52.9%
Alone 2-5.4% 4-15% 2-5.4% 0 1-2.9%
With friends 6-16.2% 45 - 16,6% 6-16.2% 6-15.4% 4-11,8%
With sibling 1-27% 3-1,1% 1-2.7% 0 1-2.9%
With husband 0 4-15% 0 0 1-2.9%
Origin Metropolitan 14 - 37,8% 61-224% 14 - 37.8% 11-282% 5-14,7%
City 6-16,2% 92 - 33,8% 6 -16,2% 10 - 25,6% 12-353%
Town 1-27% 26 -9,6% 1-27% 2-51% 7- 20,6%
Village 1-27% 1-0,4% 1-27% o 0
Foreign country 0 1-0,4% 0 0 0
Istanbul 15 - 40,5% 91 - 33,5% 15 - 40,5% 16 - 41,0% 10-29,4%
Maternal educ Hiiterate 0 2-07% 0 1-2,6% 0.
Only literate 0 5-1.8% 0 0 0
Element. grad. 5-13,5% 66 - 24,3% 5-13,5% 14 - 359% 9-26,5%
Second. grad. 0 21-7,7% 0 4-10,3% 1-2,9%
High sch. grad. 13-351% 89-32,7% 13-351% 11-282% 11-32,4%
Univ graduate 16 - 43,2% 76-27,9% 16 - 43 2% 7-17.9% 11-32,4%
MA or Ph.D. 3-8,1% 13-4,8% 3-8,1% 2-51% 2-59%
Paternal educ lifliterate 0 4] 0 0 0
Only literate 0 3-1,1% 0 0 o]
Element. grad. 3-8,1% 44 - 16,2% 3-81% 7-17,9% 6-17,6%
Second. grad. 3-81% 17 -6,3% 3-8,1% 3-77% 1-29%
High sch. grad. 10 - 27,0% 58 -21,3% 10-27,0% 12 - 30,8% 9-26,5%
Univ graduate 20-541% 125 - 46,0% . 20 - 54 1% 14 - 359% 16 - 47 1%
MA or Ph.D. 1-27% .25-92% 1-27% 3-77% 2-58%
Parental loss No, both alive 36-97,3% 272 - 100% 36-97,3% 39 -100% 34 - 100%
Yes, maternal 0 0 0 0 0
Yes, paternal 1-27% 0 1-27% 0 0
Yes, both 0 0 0 0 a
Age at loss Maternal (mean) o 0 0 0 0
Maternal (SD) 0 0 0 0 0
Paternal (mean) 22 Y 22 0 0
Paternal (SD) 0 0 0 0 o




The distribution of maternal and paternal education variables is listed in
Table 1. Both variables were converted into completed years of education and
émalyzed for the group differences among subjects from divorced/separated, high
conflict intact and low conflict intact groups. |

The mean of years of education completed by mothers of sﬁbj ects Within
;trlrl;ere groups Were as follows: The mean of years of education cbmpleted by rﬁothers
| 1n high conflict intact group were 928 (SD = 4.38), in low po_rlﬂict intact group was
1“0.97 (SD= 4.20) and lastly in divorCed/séparated ‘grboup bwbere 12.40 (SD =3.62).
The AN OVA revealed a signiﬁcant difference among three groups with respect to
the mean of years of education completed by mothers, F (2,107) = 5.58, p = .005.
The Tukey post hoc test revealed that the mean of years of completed edugation for
mothers of high conﬂfct irita_ct groﬁp v(M - 9.28) was sigm'ﬁcantl_y lower than those
m divorced/séparatevd. groﬁp M= 12 .40) " o | -

* Whereas the mean of maternal years of completed education showed
S»igniﬁcéﬁt differeﬂées for t‘hreev gréups, th_c‘meaﬂ of paternal years of completed -
veducation did not _sﬁow signiﬁcént differeﬁces arﬁong three groups.

The mean of years of paternal yearé of education completed were as follows:
the meaﬁ of paternal years of education cqrﬁpleted within high conflict intact group
‘vs;as 11.69 (SD = 4.16), the mean of patemalﬁ years of education competed in low
conflict ‘intact group was 12.09 (SD = 3.94), the méan of years of paternal education
cémpleted for divorced/separated group was12.59 (SD = 3.32).

Table 1 presents the detailed distribution of the participants” living
arrangements. In order to see whether there were significant differences between the

groups, a (3x3) chi-square analysis was conducted. In order to reduce the number of

cells in the chi-square analysis, further grouping among the living arrangement
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variable was done. The first group included those subjects living with intact family
or custodial parent. The second group consisted of those subjects living in
dormitories and lastly the third group included subjects living alone, with friends,
with older sibling or with husband. While the 3x3 chi-square analysis did not reveal
significant differences among three groups in terms of their current living
arrangement, X2(4) = 6.43, p > .05, the distribution reflected some variance that may
be of importance to consider sﬁch as while 48.6 % of subjects in divorced/separated
group réportediliving with their custodial parent, only 26.5 % of subjects in low
conflict intact group reported living with their families. Subjects in high conflict
intact group came between these two groups in reporting 35.9 % of them living with
their families. In terms of living in dormitories, again some differences were
detected. While only 27 % of sﬁbjects in divorced/separated group reported living in

| dofmitories, the percentag'es f;or those subjects in high conflict group and low conflict
group respectively were 48.7 % and 52.9 %. Lastly, 24.3 % of subjects in
divorced/seéarated Qoup _repor_fed living either alone, with friends, with older sibling
or with husband while the percentages were iower for high conflict intact group, low
conflict intact vgroui) and were 15.4 %, and 20.6 % respectively

As can be seen in Table 1, the marital status of subjects of the Group 1 and
Group 2 did not vary widely. And, 3x3 chi-;quare analysis did not reveal any
significant differences among three groups in terms of their marital status,
X2 (4) = 3.40, p > .05.
The same descripﬁve statistics were also calculated for subjects’ romantic

relationship experiences (sexual orientation, dating history, current dating status, age
at first date, length of current dating relationship, level of satisfaction about current

date, general length of dating relationships, and the number of romantic relations
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lasting longer than 2 months) and were presented below in Table 2. More detailed
analysis about the examination of the group differences for dating experiences will
be reported in the Further Analyses subsection. Thus, only broad differences are
brought to attention at this time, mainly the distribution of having had a romantic
relationship among three groups. It is evident that while age at first date did not

differ among groups, starting to date or delaying dating seems to differ among

groups. 94.6 % of subjects in divorced/separated, 79.5 % of subjects in high conflict

and low conflict intact group reported having had romantic relationships. Also of
significance, the reported mean of age at first date appears to be around 16 for three
groups.

It is of significance to note that no subject endorsed dissatisfaction and
indecisiveness choice regarding their current dating relationship item in low conflict . -
intact group. However, subjects in divorced/separated and high conflictual intact
group did report indecisiveness and dissatisfaction regarding their current dating

relationships.
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Table 2.

Descriptive Statistics of Dating Experiences

. High Low
Divorced / Divorced / conflict conflict
separated intact ~ separated intact intact
S— (n=37) (n=272) (n=37) {n = 39) (n = 34)
Sexual orfentation Attracted to Opp. Sex 36-97,3% | 270-99,3% 36-97,3% |.38-97.4% | 34-100%
Unsure of Sex. Orient. 1-27% 2-7% 1-27% 1-26% 0
Dating history Yes 35-946% | 205-754% 35-946% | 31-795% | 27-79,5
No 2-54% 67 -24,6% 2-54% |- 8-20,5% 7-206%
Age at first date Mean 16,3 16,21 16,3 16 16,52
Std. Dev. 1,96 2,01 1,96 2,39 214
Current dating status Yes 23-622% | 132-489% 23-622% | 21-538% | 17- 51,5%
No 14 - 37,8% 138 - 51,1% 14-378% | 18-46,2% 16 - 48,5%
How long have you been Less than a month 2-87% 11-83% 2-87% |1 —4,8%. 3.-17,6%
dating 1 - 3 months 2-87% 18-13,6% 2-87% 6-28,6% 1-59%
3 - 9 months 5-217% | 21-159% 5-21,7% 1-48% ] 2-118%
9 - 12 months 4 -17,4% 11-8,3% 4-17.4% 1-4,8% 3-17,6%
Longer than a year 5-21,7% 32-242% 5-21.7% - 7-33,3% 3-17,6%
Longer than 2 years 5-217% 39 - 29,5% 5-21,7% ‘ 5- 2_3.8% _5 -29.4%
Not satisfied 2-87% 2-1,5% 2-87% 1-4,8%
Level of satisfaction Indecisiveness 6 -26,1% 28-212% 6 -26,1% 7 -33,3%
In a current dating . : - e
relation Quite a lot 9-39,1% 53 -40,2% 9-39,1% © 5-238% 4-23.5%
Extreme satisfaction 6 -26,1% 49-37,1% 6-26,1% 8-38,1% 13-76.5%
General Iength of - o B
romantic Lasts a year or longer 19 -52,8% 130 - 47,8% 19 - 52,8% 19-487% 19 - 55,9%
- relations Lasts biw 3 - 6 months 10-27,8% 46 - 16,9% 10-27,8% 7- 17,9% 5 - 14,7%
Lasts less than 2 )
months 6-16,7% 31-11,4% 6-16.7% 6-154% 3-8,8%
Never had a Romantic B
Rel. 1-28% 65 - 23,9% 1-28% i 7-17,9% 7-20,6%
Number of dating
relations lasting longer
than 2 months Mean 2,33 1,84 2,33 1.94 1,93
Std. Dev. 1.78 1,38 1,79 1,83 0,92

Lastly, the same descriptive statistics were also calculated for

divorce/ separation variables (age at parental divorce/separation, relations with the

custodial parent within two years after distuption, rela’gions with the custodial parent

now, frequency of the current contact with the non-custodial parent, quality of the

current relations with the noncustodial parent, age at the parental remarriage,

divorced/separated parents’ post-divorce relations) summarized below in Table 3.
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As the detailed analyses about the examination of the differences for divorce
variables will be reported in the Further Analyses subsection, only the summaries of
the data about divorce variables are brought to attention below.

. Subjects were coded for being in preschool years (aged from 0 to 6), middle
'chrldhood (aged from 71014) or late adolescence group (aged. from 15 to 20) durlng
the tune of parental divorce/separation. More speciﬁcally, 27 % of daughters (N =

10) were in, the preschool group, 32.4 % of daughters (N = 12) were in the middle -
;chlldhood and 40.5 % of daughters (N = 15) were in the late adolescent group at the
rtirnei of parental divorce/separation.

' Regarding the remarriage of parents, the mean of age of daughters (N = 7) at

the tithe of their mothers’ rernarrrage was 15.6 (SD=7. 74) Whereas the mean of age -
: _v of daughters N= 12) at the tlme of therr fathers remamage was 12.4 (SD 6. 73)
| . As can be seen m Table 3,in post-dlvorce perlod in terms of parental

_ :custody after dlvorce/separatron 75.7 % of subJects (N =128) reported 11V1ng with
: fthe1r rnothers whereas only 2. 7 % of subjects (N = l) were living with thelr fathers. It
‘l1s also of'i nnportance that a high percentage of subjects reported good and close”
relationships with their mothers (custodial parent) within the first 2-years (70.6 %)
and 67.6 % reported currently having “good and close” relationships vﬁth their
mothers. The reports of having “bad relations™ at these two time frames were
restricted to 2.94 % (N =1).

In terms of relations with noncustodial parent, which was ordinarily the

fathers, showed an interesting picture-while 31.3 % of daughters reported having
“weekly contact” with their fathers and another 18.8 % having “once a month

contact” while nearly 50 % of subjects reported having “very little” or “no contact”

with their fathers.
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When the quality of the relations with the noncustodial fathers was asked,
68.6 % reported good relations (N = 24) and 17.2 % of subjects (N = 6) reported bad
relations with their noncustodial fathers. Lastly, the quality of relations between
divorced/separated families in the post divorce lif:e was asked. 62.5 % of daughters
(N = 20) reported that their parents have bad relationships. Only 28.2 % of subjects

(N =9) reported good relationships between their parents.
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Table 3. Descriptive Statistics of Parental Divorce/Separation Variables

Age of subjects at parental
divorce/separation

Divorcefseparation
(N=37)
Mean 11,38
Std. Dev. 6.60
Range B 0-20
0-6 10-27%
7-14 12-32,4%
15-20 1540,5%
ottt e Mother Father
(N=T7) (N=12)
Mssn 156 124
Std. Dev. 7,74 6.73
Range 3-25 3-21
0-5 1-14,3% 2-167%
6-10 1-14,3% 4-334%
11-15 1-143% 1-83%
16-20 2-286% 3-250%
21-25 2-286% 2- 167%
DIV. / SEP.
{n=37)
Custody With Mother 28-757%
With Father 1-27%
Relatives 0
With Both But_mainly mother 4-108%
Equal time with both 4]
With both b/mainly father 1-27%
Seprt b/ five in the same house 1-27
Seprt. b/ then remaired efo 2-54%
Two years after divorce
relations Very Bad 1-2,9%
W custodial parent Not very Bad 5-147%
Conflicts but close refation 4-11,8%
Good and close 24-70,6%
Relation W/ Cust.. . Very Bad 1-28%
now Not very Bad 3-88%
Conflicts biclose relation 7 -20,6%
Good and close 23-67,6%
Freq of contact Once in a week 10 - 31,3%
w/! non-custodial Once in a month 6-18,8%
Once in a few months 7-219%
Onice in a year or less 3-94%
Doesn't see each other 5-156%
See each other daily 1-3,1%
Rel. w/non-custodial Don't see e/o - broken 4-11.4%
parent Very bad / in conflict 1-29%
| don't want to see 1-2,9%
Rare and not deep relation 9-257%
Rare but mild rejation 7 -20,0%
Very Good and intact 8-22,9%
Parents together 3-86%
Sep./ same house 2-57%
Relations of Very Bad / Don't see efother 17 -53,1%
Divorced/separated See efo rarely 3-94%
Parents now See elo rarely / get on well 3-8,4%
Good and Close relation 1-31%
See efo for Kids purposes 3-94%
Sep. / same house / good rel. 2-6,3%
Remairred efo again - good relation 3-94%
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Descriptive Statistics about the Instruments
Table 4 presents means, standard deviations, range, minimum and maximum
scores for the Heterosexual Trust Scale, the Marital Attitudes Scale, and the factor

scores for the Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict Scale for the total

sample.
- Table 4.

Descriptive Statistics about the Instruments

N Rangé Min Max * Mean SD
Heterosexual Trust Scale 309 % 3 70 51.33 v 775
Marital Attitudes Scale : 309 57 | 31. 88 53.64 10.75
Factor 1 p
Conflict propertieS' 289 _5.05 . -2.15 2.90 .002 .99
Interparental e : :
Conflict < Factor2 | N 1 v

Scale Threat 289 5.08 » -1.94 3.13 .007 1.00

: ‘ - Factor 3 , . N ;
- SelfBlame | 289 | 703 | 154 | 549 .000 1.01

Féétdr Stru.(‘:.ture;_of The__ Chﬂdfen’s vPér_C_&'_':ption of Interparental Conflict Scale
IR o (CPIC)

- A factér analysis éf The Children’s Pcfception of Interparental Conflict Scale
‘(CPIC) was coriductéd fér the 329 subjects. A principal —qpmponents analysis with a
 varimax rotation was carried out. A three-factor solution was obtained. In the initial
analysis, 11 factors emerged with an eigevalue greater than 1.0. Upon studying the
scree-pldt; a {hree:factor solution seemed adequate. Then a three-factor solution was
carried out with varimax rotation. The three factors explained 42 % of the total
variance. As shown in Table 5, given that the original factor analysis reported by
Grych et al. (1992) was replicated for the present study for CPIC scale, the original

names of the factors were maintained. Thus, factor analysis resulted in three factors
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named Conflict Properties, Threat, and Self-Blame. The factors had eigevalues of
13.689, 3.359, and 3.018, respectively. All items of frequency, intensity and
resoluﬁon subscales loaded on Factor 1 labeled Conflict Properties and all items of
triangulation and pérceived threat subscales 10ade£1 on Factor 2 labeled Threat. Only
one item of self-blame subscale loaded on Factor 2 and all the remaining items of the

‘self-blame and content subscales were loaded on Factor 3 labeled Self-blame.
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Table 5.

Factor Analysis for Subscales of the Children’s Perception of Interparental Conflict

Scale (CPIC).
Factor name Factor loadings
Conflict properties ItemNo | Conflict Properties Threat Self-blame
1 .66 20 -13
10 .74 19 17
Frequency subscale 15 T2 30 16
19 .80 22 .15
27 N 18 -.001
35 .65 24 24
5 .68 41 -.06
13 .65 27 -1
Intensi 22 5 .40 12
ity subscale 3 T ED 35
36 .70 25 -.05
38 54 17 18
43 .50 .25 A1
2 17 .066 .042
11 T 77 063
Resolution subscale 20 78 .071 074
28 1 073 -.04
39 .66 -.04 037
46 .63 .26 .15
Threat
7 20 .63 051
16 A1 59 23
Perceived Threat subscale 24 21 .73 13
33 14 .60 .01
40 11 33 33
45 21 37 081
4 43 .60 -.104
8 13 .69 -.05
12 21 .12 -.30
Triangulation subscale 17 21 A1 13
25 40 A2 -01
30 22 43 -.26
34 22 .59 .20
42 23 .48 .039
6 -0.05 0.025 0.051
14 25 47 19
Coping Efficacy subscale 23 7] -43 .36
32 .18 -22 40
44 15 36 13
48 .35 .20 29
Self-Blame
9 -.03 -.30 23
18 -.06 -.04 .66
Self-blame subscale % 05 ~03 56
Pyl 1 012 43
47 .011 11 25
3 17 21 34
Content subscale 21 .062 .043 .60
29 -.05 .032 .70
37 .36 14 .45
Eigevalue 13.689 3.359 3.018
Pct.of Variance 28.519 6.999 6.288
Total Variance 42%
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Test of the Hypotheses
Hypothesis 1
To test hypothesis 1, which stated that “young women from divorced/separated
families were expected to have lower levels of uheterosexualv trust and higher
levels of negative marital attitudes than women from intact families”, a one-way
analysis of variance was conducted. The results revealed that there was a
signiﬁcanrtvdifference between young women from divorced/separated families
and young Women from intact families in their negative marital attitudes scores F
(1,327) —*b—b6'.007,5p<.05. The mean of divorced/separated group (57.68) was
| staﬁstical_ly higher than the mean of intact group (53.1) in their negative marital

attitudes scores, meaning that subjects in divorced/ separated group reported
mgmﬁcanﬂy hlgher levels of negative mantal attltudes However a one-way -
analysis of variance on the sceree .of heterosexual trust did not reveal any

: 51gn1ﬁcantrd1fferences petweeg sgbjects from divorced/separated' and intact

 families F(1,327) = 254, p>.05 (sce Table 6). | |

Table 6. | |

Analysis of Variance for Heterosexual Trust and Marital Attitudes by Family

Structure

n mean .sd F df Sig.
E!ivorce/separated 37 50,73 9,03 0,254 1,327 614

Trust :

intact families 272 | 5142.| 7,58
divorce/separated 37 57,68 9,78 6,007 | 1,327 | 015

Attitude
intact families 272 53,1 10,78
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Education levels of Mothgrs and Daughters’ Heterosexual Trust and Marital
Attitudes by Family Structure
Given that maternal education was found to have significantly different
among divorced/separated and intact families in th4at maternal education was higher
in divorced/separated group, analysis of covariance was carried out to control for the
impact of maternal education on daughters® heterosexual trust and marital attitude
- scores. When maternal education was statistically controlled, the other results were
upheld, albeit the strength of the group differences on marital attitude scores become
weaker F (1,306) =4.213, p = .041 (see Table 7).
Table 7.
Analysis of Covariance for years of Maternal Education and Heterosexual Trust and

Marital Attitudes by Family Structure

Source Dependent p |
variable ' . artia
| ghsmel |y | dem | e | s | R
: : Squared
vears of et 1 400251 | 6769 | 010 022
mother edu. Attitude ) . - - :
. 400.251765.112 | 765112 | 6.855 | .009 022
Divorce/ intact Trust
Attitude 744 1 744 .013 911 .000
470.238 1 470.238 4.213 .041 .014
Error Trust
Attitude 18093.10 306 59.128
34154.511 306 111.62
Hypothesis 2

In order to test hypothesis 2, which stated that “daughters from
divorced/separated families and intact families with high levels of interparental
conflict were expected to report sighiﬁcantly lower levels of heterosexual trust and
higher levels of negative marital attitudes compared'to daughters from intact

families with lower levels of interparental conflict”, participants from intact families
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were divided into two sub-groups (low levels and high levels of interparental
conflict) as described in the Method section of the present study.
Heterosexual Trust, Marital Attitudes

A one-way ANOVA was performed to see ;the difference among three groups
(total N =110). While group differences did not reach statistical difference, the
heterosexual trust score showed a tendency toward significant difference in
heterosexual trust scores among three groups F (2,107) = 2.32, p=.1. However, it is
interesting to note that the mean of high conflict intact group (54.46) was the highest
and the mean of divorced/separated group (50.73) was the lowest among the
heterosexual trust scores (higher scores indicating more mistrust). On the éther hand,\
a one-way ANOVA vyielded near significant results for the attitude scores among
three parental groups, F (2,107) = 2.87, p=.06. The Tukey post hoc test showed that
young women from divorced/ éeparated group (M= 57.68) had significantly higher
levels of negative marital attitudes than those in low conflict intact group
(M= 50.85). The scores of young women from high conflict intact families fell
between these two groups (see Table 8).

Table 8.
Analyses of Variance for Heterosexual Trust and Marital Attitudes by Parental

Groups and Interparental Conflict

n mean sd F value df Sig.
high com:lict intactr 39 54,46 7,33 ’ 2,317 2,107 A
Trust low conflict intact 34 51,38 7,77
divorce/separated 37 50,73 9,03
high conflict ntact 39 54,38 11,04 2,874 2107 ,06
Attitude low conflict intact 34 50,85 14,86
divorce/separated 37 57,68 9,77
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Education levels of Mothers and Daughters’ Heterosexual Trust and Marital
Attitudes by Parental Groups
To contrast for the effects of maternal education on the heterosexual trust and

marital attitudes score differences by three groups; ANCOVA was run with maternal
education as the covariaté. The findings were parallel to the above results. However,
the trend that was séen for heterosexual trust scores were last and marital attitude
score difference become weaker F (2,106) = 2.50, p=.09 (see Table 9). Thus, the
most findings were mostly confirmed by the ANCOVA tests.
Table 9.
Analysis of Covariance for years of Maternal Education and HeterosexuaZ Trust and

Marital Attitudes by Parental Groups

Source Dependent : T int
; ype Il Partial
variable Sum of df SMﬁz’r‘e F Sign. Eta
Squares q Squared
Years of Trust :
mother edu. Attitude 726.364 1 726.364 12.33 .001 104
746.740 1 746.740 542 .022 .05
Divorced/separ. Trust -
High conf. intact Attitude 82.79 2 41.40 70 50 .01
Low conf. intact 674.72 2 337.36 2.45 .09 .04
Error Trust
Attitude 6242.655 106 58.893
14608.86 106 137.82

i Further Analyses
Dating Experiences
Exploratory analyses were performed to examine young women’s dating
experiences based on three types of parental marital status: (high conflict intact

group, low conflict intact group and divorced/separated group).
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Dating History

The frequencies and the percentages of parental groups by dating history
were examined. It can be stated that more subjects in divorced/separated group
(94.6 %) had started dating than subjects in high coﬁﬂictual intact (79.5 %) and low
conflictual intact group (79.4 %) (see Table 10).

Table 10.

Distribution of Parental Groups by Dating History

Dating history
Parental groups Yes No
n % n %
High conflict intact 31 79.5 8 205
Low conflict intact 27 79.4 7 20.6
Divorced/separated 35 | 94.6 2 5.4

Age at First Date
| One way analysis of variance was performed to test if there were significant

differences among high conflict intact group, low conflict intact group and
divorced/ separated group on young women’ reports of age at first date. The analysis
of the ANOVA test showed that there were no significant differences with respect to
A the age at first date among the three parental grou;;s F(2,87) = .49, p>.05.

The Current Dating Status

The frequencies and the percentages of parental status by current dating status

were examined. It can be stated that more subjects in divorced/separated group

(62.2 %) reported the presence of dating relationship than subjects in high conflictual

intact group (53.8 %) and low conflictual intact group (51.5 %) (see Table 11).
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Table 11.

Distribution of the Current Dating Status by Parental Groups

Current dating status
Parental groups Yes No
n % n %
High conflict intact 21 53.8 18 46.2
Low corflict intact | 17 515 16 485
Divorced/separated 23 62.2 14 37.8

The Levels of Satisfactz‘on in Current Romantic Relationship

The frequencies and the percentages of young women’s parental gréups by
the levels of satisfaction in their current relationship‘ were examined. More subjects
in divorced/separated group (34.8 %) and high conflict group (38.1 %) reported
dissatisfaction and indecisiveness about the current dating relationship whereas no

subject reported indecisiveness and dissatisfaction in low conflict group
(see Table 12).

Table 12.

Distribution of Levels of Satisfaction in Current Relation by Parental Groups

Level of satisfaction in current dating relationship
Not satisfied Indecisiveness Quite a lot Extremely satisfied
Parental groups
n % n % n % n %
High conflict intact 1 48 7 333 5 23,8 8 38,1
Low conflict intact 0 0 0 0 4 23,5 13 76,5
Divorced/separated 2 87 6 26,1 S 39,1 6 26,1

In order to examine the level of satisfaction among young women from three

groups (high conflictual intact, low conflictual intact and divorced/separated) who
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reported their current dating relationship lasting longer than 9 months, the
frequencies and the percentages were investigated. It can be stated that more subjects
in divorced/separated group (35.7 %) and high conflict group (30.7 %) reported
dissatisfaction and indecisiveness about the curren“t dating relationship whereas no

subject reported indecisiveness and dissatisfaction in the low conflict group

‘(see Table 13).
Table 13.

Distribution of the Levels of Satisfaction in Current Dating Relationship Lasting

Longer than 9 Months by Parental Groups

Levels of satisfaction in current dating relationship that lasted longer than 9 months
Parental groups Not satisfied Indecision Quite a lot Extremely»satisﬁed
N % n % n % n %
High conflict intact 0 0 4 30,7 3 23,1 6 - 46,2
Low conflict intact o] 0 0 0 2 18,2 9 81,8
Divorced/separated 1 71 4 28,6 5 35,7 4 28,6 |

The Number of Romantic Relations Lasting Longer than 2 Months

One way analysis of variance was performed to test if there were signiﬁéant
differences émong high conflict intact group, low conflict intact group and
divorced/separated group on young women’ reports of the number of romantic
relations lasting longer than 2 months. The results of the ANOVA test showed that
there were no significant differences in terms of number of romantic relations lasting
longer than 2 months .among the three parental groups F (2,92) = .696, p >.05.

The General Length of Dating Relationships

The frequencies and the percentages of the of young women’s parental status

by the general length of dating relationships was examined. More subjects in low
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conflict intact group (70.4 %) reported long lasting dating relationships than those
coming from high conflict intact group (59.4 %) and divorced/separated group
(54.3 %).

Table 14.

Distribution of the General Length of Dating Relationships by Parental Groups

General length of dating relationships
Parental groups Short Medium Long
n % n % n %
High conflict intact 6 18.8 7 21.9 19 59.4
Low conflict intact 3 1.1 5 18.5 19 70.4
Divorced/separated | 6 171 10 28.6 19 54.3

Romantic Relation Variables and Divorce/Separation Variables
Given that we had only limited number of subjects in divorced/separated
group, only exploratory analyses were carried out to see if there were trends in -
romantic relation variables based on divorce/separation variables.

Heterosexual Trust, Marital Attitudes

Tn order to see if there were significant differences on the heterosexual trust
‘and the marital attitudes by a) age at parental divorce/ separation b) remarriage of
parents c) frequency of contact with noncustodial parent d) quality of relations with

noncustodial parent e) quality of relations between divorced/separated families,

ANOVA was conducted.

Age at Parental Divorce/Separation

Three different age groups at the time of parental divorce/separation,

preschool (0-6), middle childhood (7-14), and late adolescence (1 5-20) were selected
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for the analyses. The results did not reveal significant differences with respect to the
heterosexual trust F (2, 34) =031, p>.05 and the marital attitudes scores
F(2,34)=1.034, p >.05 among daughters who were in the preschool, middle
childhood or late adolescence group at parental di\;orce/separation
Remarriage of Divorced/Separated Parents

Three groups were formed based on the parents’ marital status at the time of -
the study: Only one of the parents remarried (N = 9), both of the parents remarried
(N =5), and nVone of the parents remarried (N = 23). ANOVA showed that the
difference among three parental remarriage groups were approached a significant
level with respect to the heterosexual trust F (2,34)=2.43,p=.1 (see Tablé 15), with
those subjects W}gse both parents remarried reportiﬁg lowest levels of heterosexual

mistrust (M = 47.80), and those subjects whose one parent remarried reporting -

highest levels of heterosexual mistrust (M = 56.22 ). Furthermore, ANOVA showed -

‘ that the difference among three parental remarriage groups in terms of the scores of
the marital attitudes were not significant F (2,34) = .12, p = .89 .

Table 15.
Analysis of Variance for Heterosexual Trust and Marital Attitudes by

Remarriage of Parents

n | mean sd F df- Sig.

Only with one o |s622 | 920 | 243 | 234 A
remarried parent

Both of the parents 5 ) 47.80 4.44

Tu -
Trust are remarried

None of the pgrents 23 49.22 0.08
are remarried

Only with one 9 | 5000 | 1091 42 | 234 89
remarried parent

M_arita! Both of the pz::rents 5 58.00 10.77
Attitudes are remarried

None of the parents 23 | 57.08 9.53
are remarried
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Frequency of Contact with Noncustodial Parent
Two groups were formed based on the answers subjects gave regarding their
frequency of contact with their fathers. First group included those subjects who
reported frequent contact with their fathers (N = 17), while the second group
included those who reported almost no contact with their fathers (N = 15). One way
analysis of variance did not reveal any significant difference between subjects who
reported frequent contact and almost no contact with their fathers with respect to
their scores on the heterosexual trust F(1,30) =.07, p>.05 and the marital attitudes
F (1,30) = 1.45, p >.05.
" Quality of Relations with the Noncustodial Father
ANOVA was performed to see if there Wer_e‘ significant differences among
- subjects who had differing levels of closeness to their fathers. The results of the
- ANOVA showed that the difference in the heterosexual trust scores between the
~young women who had bad relations with their noncustodial fathers (M = 57.67) and
good relations with their noncustodial fathers (M = 50.17) was approaching
significance F (1, 28) = 3.44, p = .074. Subjects who reported good relationships
with their fathers reported lower levels of heterosexual mistrust than those who
reported bad relationships with their fathers. However, ANOVA test failed to yield
signiﬂcéht results for marital attitudes: between daughters who reported bad relations
with their fathers and good relations with their fathers F (1, 28) = .04, p >.05

(see Table 16) .
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Table 16 .
Analysis of Variance for Heterosexual Trust and Marital Attitudes for the Quality of

Relations with the Noncustodial Parents

n mean sd F df Sig.
Trust Bad ;ilﬁgﬁgtixatr the 6 57.67 9.46 3.44 1 ,28 074
Gt?fidn'fr',ﬁi?id“iﬁfh 24 50.17 8.73
Attitude Bad :SESSS;S?;? fhe 6 57,17 1212 .040 1,28 84 A
Gt%c;dnfr!iﬂgjd‘?g}h 24 58.08 9.55

Quality of Relations between Divorced/Separated Parents

Two groups were formed between subjects regarding the quality of relations
between their parents. First group included those subjects whose divorced/separated
parents maintained relatively good relationships (N = 9), the second group included
those subjects whose parents had bad relationships (N = 20). One way analysis of
variance (ANOVA) did not reveal any significant differences between subjects
whose parents had bad relations in post-divorce life and good relations in
post-divorce life with respect to the heterosexual trust F (1,27) = .38, p >.05 and the
marital attitudes F (1,27) = .46, p > .05.
‘Dating History

Chi-Sciuare analysis regarding whether subjects were everq involved in a
romantic relationship or not by divorce va;riables a) age at parental
divorce/separation b) remarriage of parents c) frequency of contact with the
noncustodial parent d) quality of relations with the noncustodial parent €) quality of

relations between divorced/separated parents in the post-divorce life) were

conducted. None of the analyses were significant or approached significance.
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Age at First Date

When subjects’ age at first date was examined for divorce/separation
variables, AN OVA results revealed a nearly significant difference between subjects
whose parents have had good relations and bad reiations in the post-divorce life with
respect to the age at first date F (1,24) = 3.66, p = .07 (see Table 17). The mean of
age at first date of young women with divorced/separated families who had bad
relations in the postédivorce life (16.61) was higher than the mean of age of young
women with divorced/separated families who had good relations in the post-divorce
life (15.00). None of the other varieties revealed a significant group difference on age
at first date. | |
Table 17.
Analysis of Variance for Age at First Date and Quality of Relations between

Divorced/Separated Families

n mean sd F df Sig.
Bad relations between
divorced parents 18 16.61 1.88 3.66 1 .07
Age at first :
date .
Gooc_i relations between 8 15 2204
divorced parents
" Current Dating Status

Chi-square analyses were conducted to investigate whether the presence of
current romantic relationship differ that were based on divorce variables (age at
parental divorce/separation, remarriage of the parents, frequency of contact with the
noncustodial parent, quality of the relations with the noncustodial parent, the quality

of relations between divorced/separated families in the post-divorce life). The only
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significant chi-square value revealed three parental remarriage groups were
significantly different from each other with respect to the current dating status
X*(2)=5,99, p <.05 (see Table 18). While all of subjécts whose both parents were
remarried were currently in a romantic relationshii), nearly half of subjects with none
of their parents being remarried were not currently involved in a relation.

Table 18.

Distribution of Young Women's Current Dating Status with Respect to Parental

Remarriage Groups

Current dating status

Parental remarriage Yes No
groups n i % - "
Only one of the
parents remarried 7 77,8 2 22,2
Both of the parents
remarried 5 100 0 0
None of the parents 11 478 12 522

remarried

The Levels of Satisfaction with the Current Dating Relationship

| Chi-square analyses were conducted to investigaté whether the levels of
satisfaction subjects reported about their current dating relationships differed among
divorce variables. The only near significant chi-square value showed that three age
groups at parental divorce/separation groups were different from each other with
respect to the levels of satisfaction with the current dating relationship
X%(6) = 10.41, p=".109 (see Table 19). 75 % of subjects whose parents
divorced/separated before the age of 6 or after 15 reported having high levels of
satisfaction in their current relationship, while only 42.9 % of subjects in the 7-14

group reported high levels of satisfaction in their current relationship.
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Table 19.
Distribution of Young Women with Respect to Levels of Satisfaction in the Current

Dating Relationship among Three Age groups at Parental Divorce/Separation

Level of satisfaction in current relation
Age at parental Not satisfied Indecision Quite a lot Extremely satisfied
divorce/separatio
n groups n % n % n % n %
Age 0-6 1 12,5 1 12,5 2 25,0 4 50,0
Age 7-14 1 14,3 3 42,9 1 14,3 2 28,6
Age 15-20 0 0 2 25,0 6 75,0 0 0

Number of Relations Lasting Longer than 2 Months

One way analysis of variance (ANOVA) was conducted to see if there were
- significant differences among divorce/separation variables for the number of
relations lasting longer than 2 months. The only near significant finding came -
between subjects whose parents had good relations and bad relations in the post-
divorce life with respect to the number of relations lasting longer than 2 months,
F (1,26) = 3.92, p = .06 (see Table 20). Daughters whose parents maintained good
~ relations after divorce/separation reported having been involved in more relations
lasting longer than 2 months than those whose parents had poor post-divorce

relations.



Table 20.
Analysis of Variance for Number of Relations Lasting Longer than 2 months and

Quality of Relations between Divorced/Separated Parents

n mean sd F df Sig.
Bad relations between :
Number of divorced/separated 19 1,74 1,24
relations _parents
lasting longer Good relations 3.92 1,26 .06
than two between
months divorced/separated 9 31 247
parents

General Length of Dating Relationships

Chi square analyses were conducted to investigate whether there were
significant differences among divorce/separation variables for length of romantic
relationships. Two of the analyses approached significance. The first chi-square
analysis showed that the difference among three parental remarriage groups
: épproached signiﬁcan.cewith respect to the general length of dating relationships
- X%(4)=8.22, p = .084 (see Table 21).
Table 21.
Distribution of Young Women for the General Length of Romantic Relationships

among Groups of Remarriage of Parents

General length of romantic relationships
Remarriage of Short Medium Long
S
parent n % n % n %
Only one qf them 3 33,3 4 44,4 2 22,2
remarried
Both of t.hem 0 0 0 0 5 100,0
remarried
None of ghem 3 14,3 6 28,6 12 57,1
remarried
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The second chi-square analysis showed near significance was between
subjects whose parents have had good relations and bad relations in the post-divorce
life in terms of the general length of dating relationships X*(2) = 4.5, p =.105
(see Table 22). Subjects whose parents had good rélationships after |
divorce/separation reported longer lasting romantic relationships (77.8 %) than those
whose parents who did not get along well after divorce/separation (38.9 %).

Tablé 22.
Distribution of Ye oung Women for the General Length of Romantic Relationships

among Groups of Quality of Relations between Divorced/Separated Parents

General length of romantic relationships

The quality of Short Medium Long
relations between
parents n % n % n %
Bad 5 27.8 5 333 7 38.9
Good 0 0 2 22.2 7 77.8

Threat and Self-Blame Factors of the CPIC

As the scores of the Frequency Subscale of the CPIC scale were used to
divide intact group into two groups, a one way analysis of variance was applied to
test whether there are differénces among high conflict intact group, lo;?v conflict
intact group and divorced/separated group in young women’s reports of threat and
self blame that appeared as the other two factors of the CPIC. One way analysis of
variaﬁce yielded significant results for Threat subscale scores
F(2,93) = 7.08, p<.05 and Self-Blame subscale scores F(2,93) =3.17, p<.05. The

Tukey post hoc test revealed that young women from high conflict intact group
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(M= .416) had perceived significantly higher levels of Threat in the family than
young women from low conflict intact group (M = -.479). In addition, the Tukey

post hoc test showed that young women from high conflict intact group

(M =.521) had significantly attributed higher levels of Self-Blame about the conflict

in the family than young women from divorced/separated group (M = -.017)

(see Table 23).

Table 23.

Analysis of Variance for Threat and Self Blame Subscales of CPIC by Parental

Groups
n mean sd F df Sig.
high conflict intact 38 416 1.205 7.08 293 ,001
Threat low confiict intact | 34 -479 .70
divorce/separated 24 -.194 1.120
high conflict intact 38 .521 1.307 - 347 2,93 ,047
;::;é low conflictntact | 34 074 593
divorce/separated 24 -.017 .521

The main goal of the present study was to explore the heterosexual

DISCUSSION

functioning of young Turkish women coming from divorced/separated and the intact

families as well as divorced/separated, high conflictual intact and low conflictual

intact families.

Overall, one of the major findings of the present study was that young women

from divorced/separated families had more negative marital attitudes than those

from intact families (regardless of levels of the interparental conflict). However,
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heterosexual trust was not found to be significantly related to the family structure.
When the interparental conflict was taken into account, the adverse effect of parental
divorce/separation was again épparent in young women’s higher negative marital
attitudes compared to those young women from Iow conflict intact group. The

- scores of young women from the families of high conflict fell between these two
groups. However, the differences on the heterosexual trust score were appfoaching
near significance among three groups. Young women of high conflictual families had
the highest levels of heterosexual mistrust and young women of divorced/separated
families had the lowest levels of heterosexual mistrust. It was found that years of
completed maternal education impacted on the marital attitudes of subjects coming
from divorced/separated familes and intact families. However, the finding regarding
group differences for heterosexual trust and marital attitudes were mostly supported
whén maternal education was statistically controlled. In terms of dating experiences,
more subjects from divorced/separated families had started dating than subjects from
- high conflict and the low conﬂict‘families. With respect to the current dating status,
it can be stated that more éubjects in divorced/separated group reported the presence
of dating relationship than subjects in high conflict and low conflictual intact group.

In terms of level of satisfaction, young Turkish women from low-conflict intact

groups reported more satisfaction in their current relatior;ship whereas those from
high conflict and divorced/separated families reported more dissatisfaction and
indecisiveness. Specifically, more subjects in low conflict group had reported
extreme satisfaction in their current relationship that lasted longer than 9 months than
those subjects from divorced/separated and high conflictual group. In terms of
general length of dating relationships, more subjects in low conflict intact group

reported long lasting relationships than subjects in high conflict group and
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divorced/separated group. On the other hand, there were no significant differences
arﬁong three groups on young women’ reports of age at first date, and the number of
romantic relations lasting longer than 2 months.
It is important to indicate that since there were only a small number of

subjects in divorced/separated group, the exploratory analyses were run and some
-tendencies regarding significant differences for divorce/separation variables were
found. The only significant finding emerged for current dating status by remarriage.
of families. While all of subjects whose both parents were remarried were currently
in a romantic relationship, nearly half of subjects with none of their parents being
remarried were not currently involved in a relation. The remarriage of paients and
quality of relations with the noncustodial father were found to be related to
heterosexual trust with approaching significances. Young women with both parents
remarried have the lowest levels of mistrust and young women with only one parent
remarried have the highest levels of mistrust. And, young women who have good
relations with the noncustodial fathers have lower levels of mistrust than those who
have bad relations With their fathers. Again, the differences were approaching
significance among the groups based on age at first date, the number of relations
lasting longer than 2 months, and the general length of romantic relationships by the
quality of relations between parel;ts in the post-divorce life. That is, young women
whose parents have had good relations in the post-divorce life were able to start
dating earlier, have more relations lasting longer than 2 months, and report more long
lasting relations. The differences among the groups based on the length of romantic
relationships by parental remarriage were also found to be approaching significance.
While all of young women whose both parents were remarried reported long lasting

dating relationships, more than half of young women with none of the parents
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remarried reported long lasting dating relationships. And, the results about the levels
of satisfaction with current dating relationship in terms of age at parental
divorce/separation were also found to be approaching statistical significance. Most of
subjects whose parents divorced/separated when they were in preschool or in late
adolescence, reported higher levels of satisfaction in their current relationships
compared to others. Heferosexual trust was not found to be significantly related to
the age at parental divorce/separation, frequency of contact with the noncustodial -
father, and quality of relations between divorced/separated families in

post-divorce life. None of the analyses were found to be significant for marital
attitudes and dating history by divorce/separation variables. With respec:"c to the
relations with the Threat and Self-Blame factors of the CPIC, young women from
high conflict intact group had perceived significantly higher levels of Threat in the
family than young women from low conflict intact group. And, young women from
high conflict intact group were found to be significantly attﬁbuting higher levels of
Self-Blame about the conflict in the family than young women from
divorced/separated group.

The major findings of the present study were in line with western culture
findings. Although the impact of parental marital status and family processes on
romantic éelationships were investigated, closer examination of the demographic
variables demonstrated Siglliﬁcant differences between the levels of modemization
evident in three groups. In terms of living arrangements, most of subjects from
divorced/separated and high conflictual intact group reported Istanbul or other
metropolitan cities (Ankara and Izmir) as the place of origin, whereas most subjects
from low conflict intact group reported non-metropolitan cities and towns/villages as

their place of origin. This significant finding became even more meaningful when the



level of maternal education was considered. With respect to the education levels of
parents, the mean of years of completed education for mothers of divorced/separated
group was highest and the mean of years of completed education for mothers of high
conflict intact group was lowest among three groups. However, the mean of paternal
years of completed education did not show significant group differences among three
groups. These findings are line with the findings of Korkut (1990). This finding may
also be understood in light of the findings that higher SES women refuse to support
the spousal and marital roles more forcefully than those middle SES women (Le
Compte, et al., 1978; cited in Fisek, 1982) and the increase in financial
opportunities rather than marital discord may end up with the choice of divorce for
women (Fisek, 1993). The current demographic findings suggest that the socio-
cultural environments of the families among three groups are potentially significantly
different. Alth;mgh this study did not focus on the parental factors beyond the level
of discord, the importance of family énvironment in terms of socialization factors is
evident and needs to be studied in more detail. The interpretation of the findings will
be put forth taking into consideration the significant cultural and sociological
differences in those three groups. Given that divorced/separated group consisted of
more metropolitan families and had mothers who had attained the highest level of |
education, it can be argued that this group represented the most urban and
fnodemized group among the compared groups. Low conflict intact group evidently
comes from less urban/modernized section of Turkey, while no detailed information
about the families make upon other SES/socio-cultural factors were available. High
conflict intact group, however, represent a more mixed portrait. While the families
within this group are more from urban/modern metropolitan cities, they have more

exposure to modernized Turkey; the educational attainment of the mothers in this
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group was the lowest. Thus, the socio-cultural make up these families are potentially
different from divorced/separated families. Hence, the sociological differences
among three groups are extremely important.-
The negative marital attitudes of daughters of divorced/separated families

compared to those of continuously intact families are in agreement with many of the
earlier findings (Kaslow & Schwartz, 1984; 1985; cited in Kaslow & Schwartz,
1987; Amato, 1988; Wallerstein & Corbin, 1989; Franklin et al., 1990; Long, 1987;
Jennings et al., 1991). This finding is in line with the theoretical and clinical . -
indications of Wallerstein and Corbin (1989) about daughters’ of divorced homes
awareness of the fragility of the marriage and lead to having negative attitudes
toward marriage. When the interparental conflict was taken into account, in line with
the literature (Kinnaird &Gerrard, 1986; Long, 1987) young women of
divorced/separated group were found to have significantly higher negative marital
attitudes tha,n. those in low conflict intact group whereas the scores of young women
from high conflict intact gfoup fell between these two groups. Since the mean years
of education completed by mothers of the young Turkish women found to have a
significant effect on marital attitudes for family structure ( divorced/separated and
intact families) and nearly significant effect on marital attitﬁdes for parental groups (
divorced/separated,the low conflict infact and high conflict intact ;families), it can
be stated that the importance of marital education for daughters may be found as an
unique feature of this study or it may convey information about the Turkish
population. In this study, since most of daughters are in the custody of mothers with
high levels of education, single mothers may not endorse traditional values as
strongly, transmitting to their daughters the value of attaining higher education and

nontraditional career and directly or indirectly advice their daughters to delay
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marrying (Eccles, 1987; cited in Barber &Eccles, 1992). Future studies have to
investigate the influence of the mother education on young Turkish women’s
development to get a clearer picture about the Turkish culture.

In accordance with the findings from the earlier studies of adolescent/young
adult females (Southworth & Schwartz, 1987; Franklin et al., 1990), heterosexual
trust was not found to be significantly related to family structure (whether or not the
parents had separated). In one of the earlier available studies, scores on the
Heterosexual Trust Scale also only approached significance (Jones, 1993). When the
levels of interparental conflict were also measured, the differences among three
groups were found to approach significance for the heterosexual trust scores.
However, contrary to expectations, it was seen that young women coming from the
highly conﬂictuél families had the highest levels of heterosexual mistrust and young
women from divorced/separated families had the lowest levels of mistrust among
- the groups. One possible underlying factor for this may be that individuals from
divorced/separated families have disillusioned attitudes toward marriage as an
institution, but are not necessarily mistrustful of the opposite sex, while those who
come from highly conflictual families who experience ongoing conflict may have
~had their trust in the opposite sex eroded.

With regard to dating expeﬁences, thAe results were surprising at the
beginning when daughters of divorce/separation did not seem to be very different
than especially those from low conflict intact families on many of the romantic
relationship variables (age at first date, number of relations that lasting longer than 2
months). However, closer examination of the data gave clearer information. That is,
More subjects from divorced/separated families (94.6 %) to start dating than

subjects from high conflictual intact (79.5 %) and low conflictual intact families
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(79.4 %). Close examination of the percentages and the frequencies of the dating
history are in line with the literature that report earlier heterosexual relationships of
daughters of divorced/separated families (Wallerstein & Kelly,1980; cited in
Wallerstein, 1985; Hetherington, 1972; Newcomér & Udry, 1987). The age of first
date was around 16 for the dating young women coming from all three groups which
were inconsistent with the literature that reported the delay of dating for young
women of disrupted and the conflicted homes (Kinnaird & Gerrard, 1986).

Regarding the evaluation of relationships, consistent with previous research -
(Booth et al., 1984; Amato & Booth, 1991; Amato et al., 1995), it is possible to
detect a tendency that those from low conflictual intact families seem mbre satisfied
in the current romantic relationships whereas those from divorced/separated and
high conflictual families seem to have higher levels of dissatisfaction and
indecisiveness in romantic relations. The results were sustained when only those

- whose current relations lasted longer than 9 months were examined. More subjects in

low conflict group had repoﬁed extreme satisfaction in their current relationship that
lasted longer than 9 months than those subjects from divorced/separated and high
conflictual group. The reason of the higher degrees of negative evaluations of the
dating relatidnships of daughters of divorced/separated and high conflictual families
might be resulting fr;)m those daughters’ attempts to be more cautious m romantic
relationships in order to escape the mistakes that ;cheir parents had done in their own
marriages (Booth et al., 1984).

However, contrary to earlier findings (Booth et al., 1984; Long, 1987), the
number of romantic relationships that lasting longer than 2 months did not
significantly differ among three groups. Supporting the literature, subjects from low

conflict families reported more long lasting relationships than subjects in high
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conflict and divorced/separated families. Although the assessment of relationship
duration and satisfaction in the present study was being done on single questions, the
significant impact of parental divorce/separation or the interparental conflict could be
detected in the results. However, further assessm;ent with more questions on dating
experiences may give a clearer picture.

Because there were a limited number of subjects in divorced/separated
group, the exploratory analyses showed only the tendency of most divorce/separation
variables to approach statistical significance. In this study, most of daughters of
divorced/separated families were in late adolescence at the time of parental
divorce/separation. Interestingly, the results demonstrated that age at paréntal
divorce/separation variable had no effect on most of the romantic relationship
variables. However, the difference in the level of satisfaction in the current dating
relationship by the age at parental divorce/separation variable approached
significance. Close examination of the data revealed that most of subjects whose
parents divorced/separated when they were in preschool years or in late adolescence
reported having high levels of satisfaction in their current dating relationships. This
finding can be understood in the light of the findings of Hetherington (1989) that
childr_en who experienced parental divorce at preschool age were able to overcome
the negative effects of parental divorce and chilciren who experienced parental
divorce in their late adoléscence were able to escape the severé short term effects of
parental divorce due to being able to get outside support. Further research is also
needed with larger sample in order to explore the long-term effects of the age of
child at the time of parental divorce/separation.

With respect to the relations of remarriage of parents and romantic

relationship variables, the results reported here provide evidence that while all of
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'subjects whose both parents were remarried were currently in a romantic
relationship, nearly half of subjects with none of their parents being remarried were
not currently involved in a relation. Although the relations between heterosexual
trust and remarriage of parents only approached éigniﬁcance, young women with
both parents remarried have the lowest levels of mistrust and those young women

“who only have one parent remarried have the highést levels of mistrust. One of the
explanations for the highest levels of mistrust of subjects with one remarried parent
(usually the father) might be the mothers’ adopting an interfering stance in the father
daughter relationship after divorce might result in sense of heterosexual mistrust for
daughters. Further research is needed in the area of the qualities of stepfénlily home
environment, the impact of custodial father’s post divorce relationships and the long-
term adjustment of daughters.

In line with the findings of Southworth and Schwarz’s (1987), the frequency
of contact with the noncustodial father was not significantly related with |
heterosexual trust. In contrast to the literature (Wallerstein & Corbin, 1989; Seltzer,
1991; Amato & Booth, 1996), most of young women reported good relations with
their noncustodial fathers. Since the quality of relationship between the noncustodial
father and daughter was more predictive of daughters’ well being rather than simple
contact (Wallerstein & C"orbin, 1989), although the differences approached near
siéniﬁcance level, it is not surprising to find that daughters who have good relations
with their noncustodial fathers have lower levels of mistrust than those who have bad
relations with their fathers. Contrary to the previous findings (Kinnaird & Gerrard,
1986; Booth et al., 1984), the quality of relations and frequency of contact between
daughter and the noncustodial father did not seem to significantly relate with any

other romantic relation variables. These findings partially provide evidence for
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Korkut’s (1990) earlier findings about Turkish family dynamics that adolescents’
quality of relations was negatively correlated with their depression levels, but again
the frequency of contact was not found as the significant predictor of adolescent
adjustment. Research is needed to identify the cauéal mechanisms between the
noncustodial father and the daughter relationships and long-term effects of these
relationships.

As was reported in the literature (Franklin et al, 1990; Long, Slater,

- Forehand, & Fauber, 1988; Amato & Booth, 1991; Booth et al., 1984), the quality of
relations between the parents after divorce/separation was found to have an impact
on many of daughters’ romantic relationship variables. The data of the preéent study
revealed that the neaﬂy significant findings were as follows: As divorced/separated
families have relatively good or good relationships in the post-divorce life, daughters
would begin dating earlier, to have more relationships lasted longer than 2 months,
and report more long lasting dating relationships. These results might indicate that
when the daughter is able wifness good relationships between divorced/separated
families over time, this may have impact on their attaining relatively long lasting
romantic relationships.

Turning to other findings of the present study, with regard to the women’s
aﬁpraiéals of interparental conflict, in line with earlier findings (Bickham & Fiese,
1997), young women from high conflictual families felt more threatened in the face
of interparental conflict than those from the low conflictual families. This result is
consistent with Bickham and Fiese’s (1997) conclusion that older children tend to
have a sense of realistic appraisal of marital disagreement, acquiring problem
focused strategies and becoming aware of threats caused by interparental conflict.

Again, the information reported here, consistent with the literature (Bickam & Fiese,
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1997), provided evidence that young women from high conflictual intact families
were more likely to blame themselves for causing the interparental conflict compared
to those from divorced/separated families. Bickam and Fiese (1997) suggested that
adolescents from divorced/separated homes might be more likely to attribute the
reasons of conflict to external factors rather than themselves due to the exposing
lesser degrees of post divorce conflicts. However, this issue was suggested as a point
for further investigation.

In addition to the limitations due to limited sample size, there are other
shortcomings that should be considered. First, in generalizing the results of this
study, it is necessary to recognize that it was based on a sample of non-clinical young -
women who were attending a state university at a metropolitan city, and thus is
restricted in terms of socioeconomic status and other sociological factors. The results
* pertaining to heterosexual functioning might differ in a more heterogeneous sar\nple,

Secondly, the issue of'use of self-reports as the only source of information
may have been a limitation because of the possibility of social desirability bias.

Thirdly, the measure of interparental conflict was based on retrospective
recall- that is, the levels of interparental conflict reported may not be as accurate as
that obtained using a longitudinal design. The current level of interparental.
functioning may influence reports of fetrospective re‘céll.

TImplications of the Study
Implications for Future Research

Since divorce is a complex phenomenon that shows increasing rates in
theTurkish culture, and involves a number of changing circumstances for family
members, there is a need for longitudinal studies of children of divorce during early

and middle childhood. Secondly, since the overall implication of the present study
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vlwas that unhappinesg of parents also leads to distress in their children, research is
also needed to investigate why some parents choose to break up whereas others
choose to remain married despite the presence of high levels of marital
disagreements. This issue is extremely importanf to understand in the context of the
cultural and social values in Turkey. Thirdly, subjects from divorced/separated
families were assumed td come from highly conflictual families and were not
grouped. Based on the literature, grouping divorced/separated families in accordance
with their levels of conflict in post divorce life might give a more accurate picture.
Fourthly, since this study focused upon these young women’s plans for the future, it
remains to be seen how these attitudes will be translated into behavior. Ih future
studies, other factors pertaining to the family process and dynamics may need to be
investigated in addition to parental attitudes towards marriage and relations with

opposite sex that might have influences on daughters’ heterosexual functioning.

Clinical Implications

Findings of the present study indicate that the increase in the proportion of
adults who come from divorced/separated and highly conflictual families in the new
few decades will lead, in the absenc;e of countervaiﬁng inﬂuences, to a steady decline
in the overall levels of the well being of the population. Sin.ce daughters benefit from
the contact with both parents following divorce, to maintain adequate cooperation
and relatively low conflict between parents, individual and group therapy may
provide an opportunity for increased adaptation and adjustment to both parents and
children. Mothers need to be warned that adopting an interfering stance in their

daughters’ relationships with their noncustodial fathers might have a negative

influence on their daughters’ sense of trust in the opposite sex and marital attitudes.
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The noncustodial fathers also need to be counseled about the importance of their
continuous contact and quality of relations with their daughters for their future

intimate relationships.
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Yonerge: Karsi cinsle ilgili asagida yazilmus ciimlelere ne derece katilip katilmadiginiz: belirtin.
Ciimlelere kendi inanglarinizi ve tutumlarimizi en dogru sekilde yansitan cevabi veriniz. Dogru ya
da yanlis cevap yoktur. '

Secenekler :
1 2 3 | 4
Hi¢ Katilmiyorum Biraz Katiliyorum Olduk¢a Katilryorum Kesinlikle Katiliyorum
1- Karsi1 cinsin i¢tenligine emin olana kadar gﬁvenmemek daha iyidir. 11213 |4
2- Pekéok erkek, kizlara aslinda hissetmedigi seyler soylerler. 11213 /4
3- Cok iyi tammadigm bir erkege giivenmek tehlikelidir. 11213 |4
4- Erkeklere hisleri konusunda diiriist olduklarima giivenebilirsin. 11213 14
5- Pekgok erkek kizlarla iligkilerinde givenilirlerdir. 112 |3 |4
6- Pekcok erkek yakalanmayacaklarmi bilselerdi kiz arkadaglarini aldatirlarde. |1 |2 |3 |4
7- Pekgok erkek kizlarla iliskilerinde i¢tendirler. 112 (3 |4
8- Eger bir erkek arayacagini sdyliiyorsa arayacagina dair ona giivenebirsin. 11213 |4
9- Pekgok erkek kizlari yataga atmak igin her tiir numaray: ve yolu dener. , 112 (3 /4
10- Pekgok erkek ‘gergekten kiz arkadaslarinin iyiligini diigtintirler 112 (3 |4
11- Bir erkegin verdigi sdzleri tutacagina giivenebilirsin. 11213 (4
12- Eger bir kiz dikkatli olmazsa erkeklerce kullanilir. 112 (3 |4
13- Pekcok erkek sadece seksle ilgilenir. 112 (3 |4
14- Istediklerini elde etmek i¢in erkeklerin seni incitmesi az rastlanﬁ bir 112 |3 |4
durumdur. '

15- Pekgok erkek bir kiz igin ¢ok gerekli olmadikea para harcamaz. 11213 |4
16- Bir erkegin sadece seks igin bir kizla ¢ikmasi ¢ok az rastlanan bir durumdur. 112 |3 |4
17- Pekcok erkek istediklerini elde etmek i¢in seni o yone iterler. 112 {3 |4
18- Pekeok erkek istemedikleri bir randevudan kagmak igin yalan sdyler. 112 1|3 |4
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Yonergeler: Evlilikle ilgili olarak agagida yazilmis olan ciimlelere katilip katilmama derecenizi
belirtiniz. '

Secenekler:
1 2 3 4
Hi¢ Katilmiyorum  Biraz Katiliyorum  Oldukga Katilryorum Kesinlikle Katiliyorum
1- Insanlar evlenmeliler.
: 11213 |4
2- Evliligimin bagarili olacagina dair inancim gok zayif.
v 11213 |4
3- Insanlar hayatlarmin sonuna kadar esleriyle evli kalmaliar.
11213 14
4- Ciftlerin ¢ogu evliliklerinde ya mutsuzlar ya da bosaniyorlar.
11213 |4
5- Evlendigimde hognut olacagim.
112 (3 14
6- Evlilikten korkuyorum.
. 11213 |4
7- Evlilikle ilgili kuskularim var.
. 11213 |4
8- Insanlar sadece evliligin daima siireceginden emin olduklari zaman
evlenmeliler. 11213 |4
9- Insanlar evlilik kurumuna girme karar1 alirken bunun tizerinde uzun siire
diistinmeliler. 11213 14
10- Evliliklerin ¢gogu mutsuz miiesseselerdir.
_ 1123 {4
11- Evlilik sadece resmi bir kontrattir.
11213 14
12- Evlilik kutsal bir davranigtir.
11213 |4
13- Evliliklerin ¢oZu esit birliktelikler degildir.
11213 |4
14- Insanlarm gogu evliliklerinde ¢ok fazla 6diin vermek zorunda kalirlar.
11213 |4

15- Tiim evliliklerin yaris1 bosanmayla sonuglandig: i¢in evlilik bosuna gibi
goriinliyor. 1121314
16- Eger bosanirsam biiyiik bir olasilikla tekrar evlenirim. -

11213 |4
17- Benim inancima gore evli giftler birbirleriyle geginemiyorlarsa bosanmalilardur.
: : 11213 (4
18- Benim inancima gore evlilik seromonisi olmadan da bir iliski saglam olabilir.
v , 11213 |4
19- Hayatimla ilgili hayallerimde mutlu bir evlilikte var.
, 11213 (4
20- Mutlu evlilik diye birsey yoktur.
11213 (4
21- Evlilik insanlarin hedeflerine ulagmalarmi engeller.
11213 |4
22- Insanlar &miirleri boyunca tek bir iliski icinde kalmay istememislerdir. -
1213 |4
23- Bvlilik diger iliski tiplerinde olmayan bir beraberlige imkan tanimmaktadir. +
112
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Yonerge: Asafidaki sorulan anne ve babanizin iliskisini diisiinerek cevaplaymiz. Eger anne
ve/veya babanizi kaybetmigseniz ya da anne ve babaniz su anda ayr yastyor/bosanmus ise, sorulari
onlar beraber iken var olan iligkilerini distinerek cevaplayimiz. Eger anne babanizin iliskisini
yeterince hatirlamiyorsaniz (gok erken boganma veya ebeveyn kaybi) bu sorulari cevaplamayiniz.

Secenekler:

1 | 2 3 4
Hic Dogru Degil Biraz Dogru Olduk¢a Dogru Kesinlikle Dogru

1- Annem ve babami hi¢bir zaman tartigirken Veyé uyusmazlik i¢inde gormem. |1 |2 |3 |4

2- Annem ve babam tartistiklar1 zaman genelde bunu hallederler. 112 |3 |4
3- Annem ve babam genelde okulda yaptigim seyler hakkinda tartismaya 112|314
baslarlar.

4- Annem ve babam tartistiklar: zaman birsekilde sonunda tartismaya ben de 11213 14
katilmak zorunda kaliyorum.

5- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar: zaman gergekten ¢ok sinirlerlenirler. 112 |3 |4

6- Annem ve babam tartistiktiklari zaman kendimi daha iyi hissetmek icin 112 (3 (4
birseyler yapabilirim.

7- Annem ve babam tartistiklari zaman korkarim. 11213 |4

8- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar1 zaman kendimi ortada kalmig hissederim. 112 |3 |4

9- Annem ve babam tartigtiklart zaman suglanacak olan ben degilim. 11213 4

10- Onlar bildigimi diistinmeyebilirler fakat annem ve babam ¢ok fazla 112 (34

tartigirlar veya uyusmazlik i¢indeler.
11- Annem ve babam tartigsmalar: bittikten sonra bile birbirlerine hala kizgin 112 (3 (4

olurlar.
12- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar1 zaman onlar1 durdurmak i¢in birseyler 1.12 |3 |4
yaparim.
13- Annem ve babam bir anlagmazlik oldugu zaman, bunu sessizce tartisirlar. |1 |2 {3 |4
14- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar1 zaman ne yapacagimi bileminrum. 12 13 14
15- Annem ve babam, etrafta ben olsam da birbirlerine kot davranirlar. 112134
16- Annem ve babam tartistiklar1 zaman bana ne olacagi hakkinda 112 (3|4
endigelenirim.
17- Annem ve babam bir anlagsmazlik yasadigi sirada kendimi taraf tutmak 112 (3 |4
zorunda hissetmem.
18- Annem ve babamin tartigmas: genelde hep benim sugumdur. 112 (3|4
19- Siklikla annem ve babamu tartisirlarken goriirtim. 112|314

20- Annem ve babam herhangi birsey hakkinda anlasmazliga diigtiikleri zaman |1 |2 |3 |4
genelde bir ¢6ziim bulurlar.
21- Annem ve babamin tartismalar: genellikle benimle ilgilidir. 11213 4

22- Annem ve babam tartistiklart zaman birbirlerine kotii seyler sdylerler. 11213 (4
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dinlemezler.

23- Annem ve babam tartistiktiklar: veya uyusamadiklar zaman genelde iglerin 2 13 14
iyiye gitmesine yardimci olabilirim.

24- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar1 zaman kétii birsey olmasimdan korkarim. 21314

25- Annem ve babam tartistiklar1 zaman annem onun tarafinda olmama ister . 213 |4

26- Her ne kadar bana 6yle sdylemeseler de, annem ve babamin tartismasinmn 314
benim su¢um oldugunu biliyorum.

27- Annem ve babam c¢ok nadiren tartigirlar. 213 14

28- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar1 zaman genelde hemen barisirlar. 2 (3 |4

29- Anném ve babam genelde benim yaptlglm seyler nedeniyle tartigirlar. 2 (3 |4

30- Annem ve babam tartistiklari zaman tartismanin icine girmem. 2 13 14

31- Annem ve babam tartigirlarken birbirlerine ¢ok fazla bagirirlar. 2 |34

32- Annem ve babam tartistiklar1 zaman onlar1 durdurmak igin yapabilecegim 2134,
hicbirsey yok.

33- Annem ve babam tartistiklar zaman 1klsmden birinin incineceginden endlge 21314
duyarim. .

34- Annem ve babam tartistiklar: zaman kendimi taraf tutmak zorunda 213 14
hissediyorum.

35- Annem ve babam siklikla evde birbirlerinin basinin etini yiyip dll‘dlr ederler 2 1314
ve birbirlerinden sikayet ederler.

36- Annem ve babam bir anlagmazlik oldugunda birbirlerine ¢ok nadiren 2 (3|4
bagirirlar.

37- Yanlis birsey yaptigim zaman annem ve babam siklikla tartismaya 2 {314
baslarlar.

38- Annem ve babam tartisma esnasinda esyalan firlatir ve kirarlar. 213 |4

39- Annem ve babam tartismayi bitirdikten sonra birbirlerine yakin davranirlar. 2 1314

40- Annem ve babam tartigtiktiklar1 zaman bana da bagiricaklar diye korkarim. 213 |4

" |41- Annem ve babam tartistiklar1 zaman beni suglarlar. 2 {3 |4

42- Tartigtiklar: zaman, babam onun tarafinda olmam ister. 21314

43- Annem ve babam tartisma esnasinda birbirlerini itekleyip diirtiirler. 2 |3 |4

44- Annem ve babam tartistiklar veya uyusamadiklari zaman kendimi daha 2 1314
iyi hissetmek icin yapabilecegim hi¢cbirsey yoktur.

45- Annem ve babam tartistiktiklar1 zaman boganabilirler diye endise duyarim. 2 13 |4

46- Annem ve babam tartistiktan sonra birbirlerine hala kétii davranirlar 2 13 |4

47- Annem ve babamin tartigmasi genelde benim sugum degildir. 2 1314

48- Annem ve babam tartigtiklar1 zaman benim sdyledigim higbirseyi 2 1314
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Yénerge: Verilen tiim bilgiler gizli tutulacaktir. Biitiin cevaplarmizi bosluk birakilan yerlere doldurunuz.

Soruyla ilgili olarak akliniza gelen herseyi yazmaktan ¢ekinmeyin.

1- Cinsiyetiniz ~:( )Kadm ( ) Erkek
2-Yasiniz
3- Medeni Durumunuz :( )Bekar ( )Niganl ( YEVH ( ) Diger

4- Nerede kaliyorsunuz?
( ) Ailemle ( ) Annemle ( ) Babamla
( ) Yurtta ( ) Yalnz ( ) Arkadaslarimla ev paylastyorum.

5- Universiteye Istanbul digmdan geldiyseniz liitfen geldiginiz yeri betimleyen segenegi isaretleyiniz:

() Metropol (Ankara, Izmir..) { )Kent ( )Kasaba ( YKoy

6-7 — Ebeveynlerinizin egitim durumu: (litfen uygun yeri isaretleyin)

Anneniz | Babaniz

Okur yazar degil

Okur yazar

Ilkokul mezunu

Ortaokul mezunu

Lise mezunu

Universite mezunu

Lisans-iistii mezunu

Diger, belirtiniz

8- Kaybettiginiz ebeveyn/ler oldu mu?
( )Annem ( ) Babam

9- Cevabinuz EVET ise, oldiigiinde/s1diiklerinde kag yasindaydiniz?
( ) Annem oldiiginde () Babam oldiiglinde __

10- Anne-babaniz ayrilma/bosanma siirecinden gegtiler mi?

( )Evet ( YHayr  (Cevabimz HAYIR ise 21 no’lu soruya geciniz.)
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11- Ebeveynleriniz ayr1 yasamaya basladiklarinda ka¢ yasindaydiniz?
12- Ebeveynleriniz bosandiklarinda ka¢ yasindaydiniz?

13- Siz kiminle yasadmiz?

( ) Annemle

( ) Babamla

( ) Ebevenlerim diginda bagka bir yéti§kinle (aile igi, aile dig1 belirtiniz.)
() Her ikisiyle de fakat cogunlukla annemle

( ) Ikisiyle de esit zaman gegiriyordum.

14- Bosanma/Ayrilik déneminden sonraki ilk 2 y1l i¢inde birlikte yagadigmiz ebeveyninizle iliskiniz nasild1?
( ) Cok kétii, anlagamiyorduk. ‘

() Cok fena degildi, yiizeysel bir iliskimiz vardi.

() Anlasamadigimiz konulara ragmen yine de yakin bir iliskimiz var sayilird1.

( ) Genelde iyi anlagiyorduk, yakm bir iliskimiz vard:.

15- Birlikte yasadigimiz ebeveyninizle iligkiniz su anda nasil?

( ) Cok kotii, anlasamiyoruz . 7

() Cok fena degil, yiizeysel bir iligkimiz var.

( ) Anlagamadigimiz konular var ama yine de yakm iliskimiz var sayilir.

( ) Genelde iyi anlastyoruz, yakin bir iliskimiz var.

16- Ayn yasadiiniz ebeveninizle ne sikhikla goriisiiyorsunuz?
( ) Haftada bir ( )Aydabir ( )Birkagayda bir () Yilda bir ya da daha az
( ) Hig goriigmiiyoruz '

17- Ayni yasadifimiz ebeveyninizle iliskiniz su anda nasil?

) Hig goriigmiiyoruz, kopuk / kétii.

) Cok kétii, anlasamiyoruz.

) Ben goriismek istemiyorum.

) O gbriismek istemiyor.

) Arada sirada goriisiiyoruz ancak yiizeysel bir iliskimiz var.
) Cok sik goriismesekte iyi anlastyoruz sayilabilir.

) Son derece iyi anlasiyoruz ve ¢ok yakin bir iligkimiz var.

) Diger:

18- Anneniz tekrar evlendiyse, anneniz yeniden evlendiginde siz kag yagmdaydimniz?

e T e T T e N N N e
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19- Babanuz tekrar evlendiyse, babaniz yeniden evlendiginde siz ka¢ yasmdaydiniz?

20- Ebeveynlerinizin ayrilma/bosanmadan sonraki iligkisini su anda degerlendirseniz asagidaki ifadelerden

hangisini onlarin durumunu anlatmaya uygun diiser?

() Cok kaétii, hig goriismiiyorlar.

( ) Arada sirada goriisiiyorlar.

() Cok sik goriismeselerde 1yi anlagiyorlar sayilabilir.

() Son derece iyi anlagtyorlar ve gok yakin bir ilgkileri var.

( ) Diger:

21- Cinsel tercihiniz nedir?
( ) Karsi cinsten kisilere ilgi duyuyorum. ( ) Kendi cinsimden kigilere duyuyorum.

( ) Hem kadinlara hem erkeklere ilgi duyuyorum. () Cinsel tercihimden emin dégilim.

22- Hig romantik iligkiniz oldu mu?
( YEVET ( YHAYIR
Cevabiniz EVET ise, ilk iliskiniz basladiginda ka¢ yasindaydiniz?

23- Su anda bir iligkiniz var mi1?

( YEVET ( YHAYIR (Cevabmtz HAYIR ise, 26 no’lu soruya geciniz)

24- Ne kadar siiredir devam ediyor?
( Ylaydanaz ( )1-3ay ( )3-9ay ( )9-12ay ( )1-2senedir ( )2 seneden fazla

25- Bu iligkinizden ne kadar memnunsunuz?
( ) Hi¢ memnun degilim. ( ) Kararsizim.

( ) Olduk¢a memnunum. ( ) Son derece memnunum.

26- Asagidaki hangi ciimle genelde romantik iligki(leri)nizi tanimliyor?
( ) Romantik ili@kilerilﬁ uzun siirer (1 yil ya da daha fazla siire).
( ) Romantik iligkilerim genelde 3-6 ayda biter.
( ) Romantik iliskilerim gok kisa siirer (2 aydan az).
7 ( ) Hig romantik iligkim olmadt.

27- Simdiye kadar 2 aydan daha uzun siiren kag tane romantik iliskiniz oldu?
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