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(See page 71
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S&*«& OBdind Rodin Goy) | Lz oo : _
ﬁcTﬁi camn) Suitan Suleymon indir. ‘Kubbeli ve mmareh .cemaati_bol olan
bir cﬁmldar : ‘ ;

i

Medreoelenmn en mukellefl (Mercamye medresesi)'dir. Sorachcme-
de (Halafa medresesi)'dir ki, halen burgdo yenicerilere at' tayint werilir.

Dér - Gl Kurrdlari: Alti adet - dar= I kurrasi ‘kalmigtir: . Bircok: defa,
disman eline goctiginden bir coklari yikimistir. Amma -Cagala - zdde -
dér - il kurrasi, imam': zdde ddr - Ul kurrasi mevcuddur b B

 Onceleri burada ymmns kodo" dér - il hadus var ldlyse de. 91md| klrk
tane kalmistir.

Tekkeleri: Tekkelerinin tamaminin sayisi yediylzdir. Ciinki: ziyaret-
g@hta = dinlenilecek bir tekke  bulmak mimkiindir.. . Bunlardan. imam-t
Azam, imam-1 Musa: Kdzim, Sahabeddin Suhreverdl Abdlkadir Geyldm
Mevlevihdne: tekkeleri meshurdur,

Cesmeleri : ikiyﬂz adet can veren cesmeleri var, Sular sakalarla $ctl
nehrinden gelir. Bunlardan At meydaninda ‘Murad ada ¢es ymesi. ve cdmn
yakininda yine Murad aga cesmesi. meshurdur.

Sebilleri :. Yz aded. sebili vardir, Amma sulari yine : sakalarla Sat
nehrinden gelir. Bunlar arasinda Haydar, Celebi, Hiseyin Pasa ve Musa
Pasa, Ebd. Bekir H_oca ve Hasbuligh Celebi Sebilleri, meshurdur.

Bagdad’in muhulle!eri: Yirmidort. aded - ‘mahallesi var. Bos.hcolun:
Meydan, Hoydorhc‘lne Kanber Ali,” Kadi-Hacet, Vesti, ‘Debbaglar, Karan-
lik kapi, Kopriibasi, Cureca, Peyh Ali, Ekmekciler, Kurnnabasi, Bahkcllor

© Comert Kazasi ve Yahudiler mahallesi.

Esraf ve, aydm: Hepsi yiizelli adet Gydni vardir.. Pasa ‘scroy: burcu
disinda. hamamli, bahgesinde .cam_ fistigi adach ikiyliz - odali  ‘saraydir:: :
Yeniceri agasi sarayi, Hasbullah sarays, Sadir Celebi . sarayr. baslica-
laridyr. : :

Hanlarn : Cadaloglu, hant, Sarachdne basindadir. :Murad Pasa hany,
Ibrahim hani sipahi pazari. basindadir, Kadi mahkemesi yakininda Hur-
mali hani,.mahkeme karsisinda Basrali hani, bekdr . hanlan ‘dahi. kégir.
Hurmali ve Kozabasinda Kereste hani ve Halef cGmii hant .

Carsi ve pazar: ikibin adet dikkanh islek pazareir. ilk olarak -bir
kégir bedestani vardir. Uzun carst, Curcubast, Murad Pcco ve Sarachd-
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Mosques and Shrines of Baghdad 71

and changes his clothes if he comes into bodily contact with
a stranger, so as to get rid of the polluting touch.

The shrine and mosque of Abd-el-Kader el Gilani is near
the Bab-esh-Sheikh (the Sheikh is Abd-el Kader), in the city
of Baghdad. Over the door are verses supposed to have been
written by the great sheikh himself,

‘““ The sun of the ancients has passed, but our sun will never descend
from the firmament on high.

‘1 am the nightingale of joys, which fills souls with gaiety; T am
the silver falcon in the heights of the sky.”

Abd el Kadir was known as the ‘“ Baz al Ashhab,” the
Silvered Falcon, the poetical Arab mind seeing in his soaring
soul catching the rays of the Sun of suns on its silvery plumage,
a likeness to the falcon shining aloft in the sunlight.

Europeans do not usually enter this mosque, but, sheltered

by an aba and face-veil and accompanied by a Moslem friend,
I made my way one day into the interior. The outer court-
yard of the mosque is very large, and contains, beside the
“usual washing-place, an open-air mosalla, or praying-place,
raised like a platform, and enclosed by a railing. In one
corner of this stands a clock-tower, which chimes all the quarters.
Around the courtyard are recesses containing rooms for the
use of hodjas, hangers-on, pilgrims and others, an upper
storey being entirely devoted to pilgrims, who get the rooms
rent-free for the period of their stay. Hence the courtyard
has a pleasantly domestic air.

We sat on a square of matting waiting for the attendant
to open the tomb, and watched a man kindle a fire in the
courtyard and kill a fowl to cook upon it; saw a woman
hang out some clothes to dry, and a congregation of some
five hungry cats begging from a cake-seller who wandered
about peddling his wares. Close by, in the hot sunshine, an
old man read the Quran to himself in a sing-song voice, his
eyes never lifted from the page. Across the yard a number of
small boys sat in a Quran school, the master being invisible.
None had books, but they droned away in chorus, their eyes




FEE —-SC- g4




=

;
It
k.
i

B

Py T TN

72 By Tigris and Euphrates

straying in all directions as they got the Holy Book by rote.
Beggars sat and asked alms from those who entered ; a darwish,
whose hair was long and matted and clothes in rags, squatted
with his begging-bowl in sommnolent contemplation. Above,
the blue dome of the mosque lay like a jewel against the
flower-blue sky, and grey pigeons circled and wheeled and
settled struttingly on the pavement.

Tired of waiting, we bought some pickles steeped in vinegar
and some pastries from some of the peddling boys who strolled
about crying their wares, and distributed them to the little
boys of the Quran school, some of whom began to fight over
the tasty morsels, when the schoolmaster appeared and cuffed
them into order.

At last we entered the long antechamber of the mosque,
painted blue and white and laid with matting, left our shoes

“in the care of a small boy, and followed the guardian of the

tomb as he unlocked the door and admitted us. The door
to the sanctuary is of wood, most richly carved, and I after-

wards learnt was an Indian gift to the shrine, as were the
three other doors which, standing parallel to that of the shrine, shrine,
admit worshippers into the three praying places, Shafite,
Hanefite and Hanbalite, into which the mosque is divided ;
for each sect has its separate section, so that prayers can be
said according to the different rites. These mosques within

‘the mosque are richly carpeted.

Within the sanctuary, an anteroom, or farma, leads into
the chamber, which contains the tomb itself, enclosed in a
heavy, cage-like, solid silver grille. The tomb is covered
with drapery, a large green turban being placed at one end,
and above it hangs a silken canopy. Around the top of the
silver grille is an inscription from the Quran. A couple of glass

candelbra, and the inevitable ostrich eggs depending from them,

are the only ornaments apart from the rich carpets and the grille.

My companion knelt and said a Fatihah. I knelt like-
wise, and then we went out past a row of extended hands,
beginning with the guardians, for one is expected to be generous
when on a pilgrimage to so celebrated a shrine. Worship is
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Mosques and Shrines of Baghdad 73

a very individual thing in these mosques apart from the hours
of organised prayer. I watched an old blind man mumbling
long and piously, but a second blind man dropped down beside
him and the two were soon cracking some quiet joke.

The mosque is not very ancient, and is in good condition.
Most of the present structure dates from the eighteenth century,
Wwhen _the Sultan Murad rebuilt it, Jbut when at some recent
Jgggi’od repairs_were being done to the dome, they found a
date proving that part of Suleyman the Magnificent’s mosque

“of the sixteenth century was still standing. Few Moslems
‘have much respect for the past, unless for reasons of piety,
and one sighs over the vandalism which has left so little of
medizval Baghdad, and would sooner pull down than repair-
an ancient monument.

I have not touched yet upon the more modern mosques
of Baghdad, though some of these, such as the Asafiyah, the
Haidar Khaneh Mosque, the Ahmadiyah, which dominates
the north of the town, and the Serai Mosque, where the king
prays every Friday, lend Baghdad much of its beauty with
their noble blue domes, and their minarets gay with the tile-
maker’s art. It is worth recording that, from the artist’s
point of view, the modern mosque carries out the old traditions,
and is fair to look upon with its simple lines of brick masonry,
its cool, wide spaces and sobriety of decoration.

In ‘Iraq, religion has proved a worthy custodian of beauty,
and the tawdry and meretricious does not enter her courts.
A Scotsman is Adviser to the Minister of Waqf (or Pious
Bequests), and he keeps a jealous eye over the administration
of funds, seeing to it that mosques and shrines are kept in
proper repair, and that such building as is undertaken may be
carried out in the old spirit and with the old traditions. He
has need of no architect, for the Arab builder, working like
his forefathers, and the birds, according to ancient rules and
instincts, produces something which is more characteristic of
the country than a European architect could design and, if
he only takes the trouble to do his work properly, quite suit-
able for its purpose.
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