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This thesis examines whether the DTP, DemocratateBoParty, the last ring of
the chain of pro-Kurdish legal political partiestive first decade of the twenty first
century, evolved into what is called a ‘Party farrley’ (Turkiye Partisi) which
means it broadened its scope of political actitatyssues other than that of the
Kurdish question. This work on the transformatidém@ @ro-Kurdish legal party
examines not only the acts and thoughts of theipalliielites, but also the
expectations and activities of the grassroots orgéion and voters. In this regard,
apart from the textual analysis of the official dowents of the party, the study
builds on interviews with both party officials amdters in the Esenyurt district of
Istanbul. Given the findings of this research, thissis argues that there is a
difference between how the party’s grassroots étekgerceive the party. The
supporters perceive the DTP as an ethnic partygthomot one opposing its
concerns with other problems of Turkey apart fréva Kurdish question. In other
words, they simply prioritize their ethnic proble@®n the other hand, the
chairpersons and officials of the party stronglgmurt its being a ‘Party for Turkey’
in harmony with its founding documents and attemnpasie by its parliamentary
group. However, this project of becoming a ‘PadyTurkey’ with a non-ethnic,
broadly-based perspective still includes the stieifmy the recognition of the
identity and rights of Kurds. The emphasis on giaggle helps the party to
maintain its ties with a grassroots who prioritetbnic identity.



Ataturk ilkeleri veinklap Tarihi Enstitiisi’'nde Yiiksek Lisans derecegisi $eref
Kavak tarafindan Haziran 2010’da teslim edilenridasa 0zeti

Baslik: Bir ‘Turkiye Partisi’ Olarak Demokratik ToplurRartisi: Dgisen Bir
Kimli gin Resmi ve Taban Siyaseti (2005-2009)

Bu tez, yirmi birinci ytzyilin ilk on yilinda yas#lurt siyasi partiler zincirinin son
halkasini olgturan Demokratik Toplum Partisi'nin (DTP) bir ‘Tiige partisi'ne
donstp donigmedaini; bir baska deysle siyasal eylem kapsamina Kirt
sorunundan lxka meseleleri dahil edip etmgdii anlamaya yonelik bir cabadir.
Yasal bir Kirt partisinin dongiimu tzerine olan bu c¢aina yalnizca siyasi
seckinlerin dglince ve davrasglarini desil, taban orguti ve secmenlerin beklenti ve
faaliyetlerini de ele almaktadir. Bugamda, bu ¢ajma, partinin resmi sdylemini
ortaya koyan belgelerin metin analizi yaninda hemiyetkilileriyle hem de
Istanbul’'un Esenyurt ilcesindeki segmenleriyle yapmiilakatlara dayanmaktadir.
Elde edilen verilersiginda bu tez, parti tabaniyla seckinlerinin partiyi
algilayslarinda bir farkhlik oldgunu savunur. Taban, partinin Turkiye’'nin Kurt
sorunu dgindaki meseleleriyle de ilgilenmesine &aslmamakla birlikte, DTP’yi
etnik bir parti olarak algilamaktadir; daha acikifadeyle, etnik sorununu 6n plana
ctkarmaktadir. Ojer taraftan, parti Ust yonetimi ve yetkilileri, ‘kiye partisi’
olmayi, partinin kurucu metinleri ve meclisteki gunun ¢abalariyla uyumlu olarak
kararhlikla savunmaktadir. Ancak, etnik olmayamigeéabanli bir perspektife
dayanan bu ‘Turkiye partisi’ olma projesi, Kurtlekimliginin ve haklarinin
taninmasi mucadelesini de kapsamaktadir. Bu miegelghpilan vurgu, partinin
etnik kimligi 6ne ¢ikaran tabaniyla olangddarini korumasini sgamistir.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

I am nobody
Are you nobody, too?

Then, there’s a pair ofden't tell!
They'd banish us, you know!

A Start with an End

The boundaries of political party formation in Taykhave been drawn by strict
principles especially around those which relatihéethnic and religious tones of
political representation. According to the fourtirggraph of Article 68 of the
Turkish Constitution:

The by-laws, programs, and acts of political partannot be against the
independence of the State and its in-divisiblegntg with its territory and
nation, human rights, principles of equality anditetof law, national
sovereignty, and the principles of democratic aid Republic; they cannot
aim to claim or establish class or group dictatigrsdr any other type of
dictatorship; they cannot promote commitment aherd

! Emily Dickinson,Selected Poen{®lew York: Dover Publications Inc., 1990), p. 9.

% The Constitution of the Republic of Turkey, Aréd8.4, (Ankara: Emek, 2008).

“Siyasi partilerin tlizik ve programlari ile eylenileDevletin bg&imsizlgina, llkesi ve milletiyle
bolinmez butlungiine, insan haklarina, sélik ve hukuk devleti ilkelerine, millet egemgitie,
demokratik ve laik Cumhuriyet egemgile aykiri olamaz; sinif veya zimre diktat@iit veya
herhangi bir tir diktatorligl savunmayi ve yestérmeyi amaclayamaz; suglénmesini tgvik
edemez.(Translated by the author).



This article constituted the legal base for thesgte of the Democratic Society
Party (DTP) that was claimed to be a focus of @@t against the “in-divisible
integrity of the State with its country and temito®

This thesis focuses on the DTP, the then lastafrtge chain of pro-Kurdish legal
political parties and represented by a parliamgrdasup comprising 21 deputies in
the Turkish Grand National Assembly (TBMM) betwef07 and 2009.

Ironically, the end to the lifetime of a politigadrty constituted the beginning of this
study which investigates it.

What did these four years of political life withess behalf of an ethno-
political entity striving to exist within a limitedctually prohibited political space?
The answer to this question could make up volunh@godk. That is why it is more
convenient to present here only some factual reeserning the short-lasted
lifetime of the Democratic Society Party. Before fiarty was founded on 9
November 2005, it needed approximately a one-yeargss of political
organization starting with the declaration of thenibcratic Society Movement by
the former deputies of the (defunct) DemocracyyP@EP) Leyla Zana, Orhan
Dogan, Hatip Dicle and Selim Sadak in 2004. In themigae, prominent leaders
of the pro-Kurdish legal parties including the ddsand functioning ones Feridun
Yazar, Ahmet Turk, Murat Bozlak, Tuncer Bakirham athers endorsed the

movement.

% Republic of TurkeyT.C. Resmi Gazetao. 27432, 14 December 2009.

* Eyuip Demir,Oteki Kiirtler: Bir Gelengin Anatomisi ve 29 Mart Secimlegnkara: Orion, 2009),
preface. In the process of transferring of the kalrcpolitical movements to legal platforms from
1990s on, nine parties in line with the same tranlitvere founded, namely the HEP, OZEP, OZDEP,
DEP, HADEP, DEHAP, OZGUR PART DTP, and BDP. However, this does not mean these we
the only examples of legal pro-Kurdish parties.haligh differing from the above-mentioned
tradition, five others functioned on the legal fdamn: the Democracy and Change Party (DDP),
Democracy and Peace Party (DBP), Rights and Fregdeanty (HAK-PAR), and Participatory
Democracy Party (KADEP).



The Democratic Society Movement continued its #ddiy even after the
DTP was established. These activities were rendgyeh Organization
Commission which arranged popular gatherings icidds and sought the
expectations of the very grassroots and organilsati@ens for 3067 delegates 880
of whom were women. The degree of local particgratvas to such a great extent
that ballots were prepared for some 265,000 supmovtho would vote for the
election of 418 founding members including 141 wankhus the party completed
a full-fledged grassroots organization in 41 dissriof Turkey’

The DTP, following the People’s Labor Party (HERY@&emocracy Party
(DEP), became the third pro-Kurdish political paxiyhave seats in the Parliament.
For the 22 July 2007 National Elections the pappli@d a new strategy.
Considering the 10 percent nationwide thresholccivhiad hindered the earlier
parties of the tradition from entering the parlianyeéhe candidates of the DTP
joined the elections as independents. As a rasatillected 3.9 per cent of the
national vote. It formed a parliamentary group wigh22 seats, eight of which were
women® This result was not perceived as a success di it rather seemed to
be its defeat by the ruling Justice and DeveloprRemty in the Kurdish cities.

However, the DTP gained 5.6 per cent of the vateshfe District General

> More details concerning the factual information dhe formation of the DTP visit
http://www.kurdshow.com/turkiye-nin-gundeminden-oheyen-parti-dtp.html[26 February 2010]

® The DTP MPs after the 22 July 2007 Elections wetmet Tiirk (Mardin), Emine Ayna (Mardin),
Akin Birdal (Diyarbakir), Aysel Tgluk (Diyarbakir), Giltan Kganak (Diyarbakir), Selahattin
Demirtas (Diyarbakir),Serafettin Halis (Tunceli), Osman Ozcelik (Siirtgr®in Buldan (gdir), Sirri
Sakik (M), Nuri Yaman (M), Fatma Kurtulan (Van), Ozdal Uger (Van), Hasippkan Sirnak),
Sevahir Bayindir§irnak), Nezir Karabg (Bitlis), ibrahim Binici (Urfa), Ayla Akat Ata (Batman),
Bengi Yildiz (Batman), Sebahat Tuncel (Istanbulantit Geylani (Hakkari), Ufuk Uras (Istanbul).
Later Istanbul Deputy Ufuk Uras resigned from th&FDin order to return to his old party ODP
(Freedom and Solidarity Party) and the total nundféhe DTP seats decreased to 21.

See Demir, ibid., p. 205. Also for detailed datagamling personal information about
parlaimentarians visit official web page of the Kish Grand National Assembly:
http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/develop/owa/milletvekillerim sd.sonuc?donem=23&adi=&soyadi=&il=&
parti=DTP&kelime= [04 January 2009].

" Demir, pp. 205-207.



Assembly (I Genel Meclisj category, which is considered as equivalent ¢o th
national elections’ level, which was an increasegared to that of the predecessor
DEHAP, which had obtained 5.1 per cent in the L&attions of 2004. Olmez, a
former press counselor of the HADEP and DEHAP rpres this electoral revival
of the DTP from 2007 Elections to those of 200%hasapproval of “identity
politics” instead of “service politics” implementéy the Justice and Development
Party (AKP) government in the East and South Eastdy:
That the Kurdish electorate must have interprebedvwords that the Justice
and Development Party (AKP) used as a slogan &mtieh campaigns “We
conduct service politics, not identity politics”idently as the denial of the
Kurds; they withdrew their temporary votes in 2008e results are not so
surprising in that respect: “identity politics” wofservice politics” failed. In
other words, the ruling AKP lost to the DTP.
Making a combined analysis of the elections in \Wtitee DTP took part and the
discourse of the ruling party during the electiampaigns, Olmez concludes that
the 2009 Local Elections once again demonstratedgitt that the Kurdish question
does not emerge from economic backwardness anohadginderdevelopment; it
rather relies on political and cultural solutions.
This approach makes it more relevant to defingotbeKurdish legal
movement as an ethno-political entity and the Kshdpuestion an ethno-political

issue. This study looks at the role of ethno-pmditidentity in DTP’s political

organization.

® Ibid., p.208. Adalet ve Kalkinma Partisi (AKP)'nin secim slogamaline getirdgi Biz kimlik
siyaseti dgil hizmet siyaseti yapiyoruz” sozlerini Kurt sec¢rienacik bir sekilde Kirtlerin inkar
anlamina geldji yorumunu yapmgiolmallar ki, 2004 yerel se¢imlerinde emanet oyiar2009'da
geri c¢ektiler. Cikan sonuglar bu yoniyle ¢gdsirtici degildir, “kimlik siyaseti” kazandi “hizmet
siyaseti” kaybetti. Dier bir ifadeyle bolgede, iktidar partisi AKP, DTRarkisinda yenik dgid.”

(Translated by the author).
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Political Context and its Effect on the Study

When this research project was designed, the D@Rlmeady been taken to
the Constitutional Court by the Supreme Court opégd Chief Prosecutor on 16
November 2007. Considering the fact that all the@edents of the DTP had been
taken to the Constitutional Court on the basis wicke 68 of the Turkish
Constitution mentioned above and several of thedrbeeived ruling to shut down,
it was not hard to predict that the decision wdagdclosure again.

Even before 11 December 2009, when the Court arusolits decision of a
ban on the DTP, public opinion mostly shaped byrtiagor political parties and
bureaucratic organs in Turkey had already tendegbpoove the closure implicitly
by accusing the party of being secessionist andPpllé and claiming that it had
missed the opportunity to be a pioneer of a saluftw the Kurdish question. From
the ruling Justice and Development Party (AKP), Whd just overcome the same
threat of closure for a different reason, “beifigeus of anti-laic activities”, to the
major opposition parties the Republican PeoplettyR&HP) and the Nationalist
Action Party (MHP), there arose no concrete readiiothe possible abolition of the
DTP. Rather they preferred calling on the DTP tistahce itself from the terrorist
organization”

The big actors of the Turkish politics labeled BWEP an “ethnic party” and
claimed that it neglected the problems of Turkeg anly focused on the Kurdish
question from a narrow perspective. The rulingypaith Islamic roots, the main
opposition in pursuit of a strict Kemalist line,datine ultra-nationalist extreme right;
this threefold majority in the National Assemblgne unable to reach virtually any
consensus on many major issues, but shared theexsam on the DTP’s closure

case. Moreover, the DTP was alreadypbesona non-grataf the Parliament since
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it was the only party with a parliamentary groupvtde against the decision to
bomb the PKK units in the northern Irag.

It is vital to note that this research was carpadin a heavily distressing
and grave atmosphere within a context where thgesigpro-Kurdish legal party
was investigated for a possible closure allegedbeld on the fact that it had organic
ties to the outlawed PKK (Kurdistan Workers Pathgt had rebelled against the
Turkish state via armed struggle along mid-198@sX890s. Moreover, before and
after the ruling of the Constitutional Court culm@ied, hundreds of party members,
including some elected mayors and provincial clegpns from various districts
from Sirnak to gdir, were taken into custody by the police basedionilar claims.

These developments taking place in the courseeoivtitk amplified the
degree of reactions and militarization within thedd site it was conducted.
Nevertheless, the language of victimization wasamty a piece of rhetoric but a
real occurrence that had to be observed and teflem seriously. On the other,
hand this dark scene functioned as a driving mdovene to look into the
ontological crisis of the Democratic Society Patyl the Kurdish ethno-political

legal movement substantively represented by it.

Research Question:

A Pro-Kurdish Legal Party in Pursuit of BeindParty for Turkey:

Why and How?

This thesis examines whether the DTP, DemocratoteBoParty, the latest
ring in the chain of pro-Kurdish legal politicalnias in the first decade of the

twenty first century, evolved into what is calletParty for Turkey”(Turkiye



Partisi), which means it broadened its scope of politictivdy to issues other than
the Kurdish question.

The process of integration into the political systef Turkey while
transforming this system to a certain extent wasrperienced by the legal
Kurdish movement suddenly. The effect of the illagavement on the legal pro-
Kurdish parties cannot be underestimated. WitHadive decline in the use of force
by the outlawed Kurdistan Worker’'s ParBaftiya Karkerén Kurdistann its
Kurdish acronymPKK), especially in the aftermath of the capture ®tetader
Abdullah Ocalan in February 1999, the legal pdditisarties symbolizing the
Kurdish movement experienced a discursive changieddty toward democratizing
the system in Turkey instead of seeking autononfgaeration-like solutions to the
Kurdish Question. The signs of this change camdmetl in Ocalan’s statements
when he was imprisoned dmrali Island near Istanbul. Gunter, in an artiale o
Ocalan’s political evolution after his capture ien§a, emphasizes the parallelism
between the speeches of Ocalan and those of twaeetiTurkish jurists, the
president of the Turkish Constitutional Court, AltrNejdet Sezer, and the chief
justice of the Turkish Supreme Court of AppealsnB&elcuk, both of whom
severely criticized the 1982 Constitution due saré@strictive manner on rights and
freedoms. He illustrates Ocalan’s evolution by underlinirig ball for the
implementation of true democracy to solve the Kshigaroblem within the existing
borders of a unitary Turkey:

...and thus [Ocalan’s call] fulfills Ataturk’s ultini@ hopes for a strong,

united and democratic Turkey that can join whatas/ the European Union.

As the centerpiece of his new attempt to reach acefal settlement of

Turkey’s Kurdish problem, it would be useful to biza Ocalan’s statement

at some length: ‘The historical conclusion | haveivad at is that the
solution for this[Kurdish] problem which has grown big, isdemocratic

° Michael M. Gunter, “The Continuing Kurdish Problém Turkey after Ocalan’s captureThird
World Quarterly21 (2000): 849-869, p. 852.



union with thedemaocratic, secular RepublicThe democratic option ... is

the only alternative in solving the Kurdish questiGeparation is neither

possible nor necessaty’
The reflections of the change in the discourséefRKK leader would soon be
sensed in the language of the legal movement téwaAsitory period’ was
experienced between the moderation of Ocalan atitedD TP respectively toward
being a “politician for Turkey” and a “Party for fkey” with “Turkey-fication”
(Turkiyelilesme)attempts viasuccessive parties of the movement, HADEP and
DEHAPM

For instance, in its official document titlagkar 2000 Perspectives of
HADEP, the party makes use of the “democratic republightaology in line with
that of Ocalart? However, as Giiney underlines it, the footprintthig change can
be pursued in the earlier moderate political staheeHADEP had held, which had
been evident not only in its acts and approachasglthe late 1990s, but also in its
program back as early as 1995(et the tone of moderation became more reliable
and compatible with the relevant situation in Tyrkethe aftermath of the capture
of Ocalan, who then called for the PKK militantscease fire and abandon the
territory of Turkey.

Also, DEHAP’s self-annulment in order to join thd P on 19 November

2005 can be regarded as an expression of thisirapesich relied on such

° Gunter, p. 854. (Emphasized by author.)

1 For the flaws in the transition from being prosdish legal parties in the conventional sense to
being a “Party for Turkey” see Demir, p. 215.

12 Aylin Giiney, “The People’s Democracy Part¥yirkish Studie8, no.1 (2002): 122-137, p.131.

13 |bid., pp. 129-135. She describes the change iDER as such : “Despite the internal divisions
within the party, HADEP in general seemed to be imptvowards a more politically moderate stance
... Also the party no longer wants to be percieved ame-issue, that is a solely Kudish-oriented,
party. Furthermore, the HADEP has underlined th taat its party program encompasses a wide
range of issues and addresses all the major preblemkey faces.” ( p. 135)



concepts as “democratic republic” and “democraticety” within the framework
of “the Nation of Turkey” apart from a refreshmatiempt after the 2004 Local
Elections™ Thus, the wording “democratic society” giving hitb the name of the
new party was far from being given coincidentallfzis new stance of the Kurdish
legal movement can be observed clearly in thertgelal (Turkish, Kurdish and
English) booklet tittedemocratic Society Party’s Project of Democratidusion
to the Kurdish Questiom which the party explains its founding principtesvard
integration in Turkish society:
“(...)the supra-identity of belonging to the Natiorf durkey”, “the
democratic and peaceful solution of the Kurdishbpem” and “concern for
all problems of the country” and “inclusiveness” reraattributed primary
importance. DTP has also established its polititahce and organizational
structure on the basis of these fundamental pratgip
In its two years’ parliamentary presence the DTpeaped on the speech platform
409 times, gave 572 inquiri€soru 6nergesi)56 Parliamentary investigations
(meclis aratirma 6nergesi)and 30 bills of lawkanun teklifi)'°
On one hand, by arranging inquiries concerning aégats, unrevealed

murders, minority rights, gender inequality, deggiesstructures likelJEM and

Ergenekon and labor problems, the DTP proved te laawnulti-issue political

* Demir, pp. 198-203. When DEHAP remained undemigon-wide threshold in 3 November 2002
National Elections despite joining the Labor, Peand Democracy Block consisting of HADEP,
EMEP (Labor’s Party) and SDP (Socialist Democraayty, Assoc. Prof. Ahmet Ozer, the Mersin
Deputy Candidate of DEHAP, in his evaluation of éhections, pointed out that ‘ Block’s inability to
reflect the image of ‘Party for Turkey' to and have trust of the society properly.” was the first
reason for remaining under the threshold. (p. 198)

> Demokratik Toplum Partisi'nin Kirt Sorunundiskin Demokratik Coziim Projesi, Projeya
Careseriya Demokratik A Tékildari Pirsgiréka Kurch YPartiya Civaka Demokratik, DTP -
Democratic Society Party’s Project of Democraticusion to the Kurdish Question, Demokratik
Toplum Partisi Genel Merketistanbul: Gun Matbaacilik, 2008), p. 41. In thgKish version of the
booklet Democratic Societyarty’s Project of Democratic Solution to the KuwsliQuestionthe
Nation of Turkey’ is used as the English equivaltemt'Turkiyelilik, * which implies an alternative
way of defining the society instead of the striction-state conception of ‘Turkishness'. (...
“Tarkiyelilik” Gst kimligi, “Kirt sorununun demokratik ve baqil ¢6zumd”, “Glkenin tim
sorunlarina duyarlilik” ve “kapsayicilik” konusunhirincil énem verildi. DTP de siyasi dugu ve
orgutsel yapisini bu temel ilkeler glaltusunda olgturdu.), p. 3.

18 http://www. kurdshow.com/turkiye-nin-gundeminden-pheyen-partidtp.html[26 February 2010].



agenda stretching far beyond the boundaries oftamogparty with a single-issue
agenda. To sum up, making such efforts in a widgeaf problems relating to
larger segments of the society, the DTP maturesdiaih a short period under the
roof of the Parliament. All these were signs oégration towards being a “Party for
Turkey.” On the other hand, it came into being adfarent type of “Party for
Turkey.” This very same “Party for Turkey” also ged demands in the TBMM
such as thallewroz’ be officially adopted as a holiday. In their parientary
group meeting on 21 February 2008, the DTP co-chamet Turk made a small
part of his speech in Kurdish since it was the simraof Mother-tongue Day and he
wanted to bring this occasion to the attentiorhefpublic. However, despite some
improvements which broke down the taboos of theiaffideology such as the
formation of public station TRT 6 (Kurdish TRSEs) broadcasting exclusively in
Kurdish since 1 January 2009, state policy hadyabmature enough to tolerate this
“ethnic representation” in the National Assemblg®wn such an occasion arranged
for reminding the public of vitality of one’s moth®ngue with regard to human
rights’® The public television station TRT 3, which broastsdive from all the
party group meetings in the TBMM, stopped its reéeemmediately after Turk
began to speak Kurdish.

Obviously, this gradually adapting “Party for Tuykevas trying to provide

itself a third space beyond the boundaries ofdkalland the nation-wide; the

"Newrozliterally means ‘New Day’ and is used interchargatith Ndroj in Kurdish. It is a spring
festival celebrated extendedly in the Middle Easl &€entral Asia on 21 March. But in this case it
symbolizes the Kurdish identity with its roots imetKurdish epic hergawaand has been considered
by the state authorities as an instrument to hupldKurdish nationalism.

18 Although to have a public station broadcast indisit was a significant development as a break
down of century- old taboos concerning the existeot Kurdish as a distinct language, TR&s
could not have the anticipated positive impactlwa DTP politicians and grassroots due to the fact
that it was formed without any constitutional gudee and therefore could be closed down by
another government. Some of the DTP voters intamik by the author even described it as ‘an
illusive and pragmatic step taken by the AKP gowent to fool the Kurds.’
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ethnic and the patriotic, which can be best expldiny the multicultural citizenship
approach?® Simply, the DTP MPs sought to be perceived asrfrast as other
political parties in the Parliament without supgsiag their ethnic identities. But it is
quite difficult to suggest that they were pusheavird by the legal and political

structures toward managing this end.

Pro-Kurdish Legal Parties Literature

The history of the Kurds and also the Kurdish ethobitical movement in Turkey
has been studied by several researcfiddewever, the main focus mostly has been
on the development of the armed conflict, the lotemsity battle between the PKK

and the Turkish stafé,and its effect on the occurrence of human rigkficils

9 For this approach see Will Kymliclulticultural Citizenship: A Liberal Theory of Mimity

Rights (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996); Anthony Simon dradand David Owen eds.,
Multiculturalism and Political TheorgCambridge, New York: Cambridge University Prex307);
Charles Taylor et al Multiculturalism: Examining the Politics of Regation (Princeton, N.J.:
Princeton University Press, 1994), Will Kymlica aW¢hyne Norman edsCitizenship in Diverse
SocietiedOxford, New York: Oxford University Press, 2000).

%0 The literature on the Kurdish nationalism anddrigis very rich. See Martin van Bruinessen, “The
Kurds in Turkey,” in Martin van Bruinesseurdish Ethno-Nationalism versus Nation-Building
States: Collected Essaykstanbul: the IsidPress, 2000); David Roman®he Kurdish Nationalist
Movements: Opportunity, Mobilization, and Iden{i@ambridge University Press, 2006); Martin van
BruinessenAgha, Shaikh and State: the Social and Political@&tres of Kurdistar(London and
New Jersey: Zed Books Ltd, 1992); Abbas Vali (el9says on the Origins of Kurdish Nationalism
(California: Mazda Publishers, 2003); Abdulbaki &frhus and Mehmet Bekagtu eds, Mahzun
Mezopotamya: PKK ve Kirt Ulusalgiinin /nsasi (Istanbul: Elips Kitap, 2008); Jwaideh Wadie,
Kurt Milliyetcili ginin Tarihi, Kokenleri ve Getimi (Istanbul: iletisim Yayinlari, 2007); Hamit
Bozarslan, Kurd Milliyetciligi ve Kird Hareketi (1898—200Q) in Modern Turkiye'de Siyasal
Dusiince Vol. 4 Milliyetcilik (Nationalism): 841-870.

21 Alice Marcus,Blood and Belief, the PKK and the Kurdish Fight fadependencéNew York
University Press, 2007); Ali Kemal Ozcahyrkey's Kurds; A Theoretical Analysis of the PKikda
Abdullah Ocalan(London and New York: Routledge, 2006); Henri Jrkég and Graham E.Fuller,
Turkey’s Kurdish Questiorforeword by Morton Abramowitz, Lanham (Boulder, Nexork and
Oxford, Rowman and Littefield Publisher, 1998); KanKirisci and Gareth WinrowThe Kurdish
Question and Turkey: An Example of a Trans-StatmiEtConflict (London: Frank Cass, 1997);
Mesut Yeen, The Turkish State Discourse and the Exclusion aflish Identity, Turkey: Identity,
Democracy, Politic§London: Frank Cass: 1998).
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towards the Kurds and the exacerbating socio-ecanimiicators of Turkey? In

this vein, legal political parties and the changesountered by them were not
attributed sufficient academic interest. Yet, titerapts to produce in the newly
developing field of pro-Kurdish legal parties cahbhe underestimated though they
are only a few in numbers.

Three articles came into prominence in the liteatf the pro-Kurdish legal
parties in Turkey in the late 1998snd early 20008’ The reasons for their belated
emergence stem from several factors. However it Ineegrgued that this is not only
due to the hard-power oriented political atmosple¢fBurkey, but also to the
degree of maturation of the pro-Kurdish legal gatiThough there were already
pro-Kurdish legal parties as early in the 19908 P and DEP), their self-
representation fell short of an integration inte tfation-wide politics of Turkey.
Despite the fact that HEP and -on some occasiok§ fed to send a “Party for
Turkey” image to society and the political and laweratic elites, they were still
perceived solely as one-issue oriented “Kurdishigslt This might be one of the
determinants of the flaw in the literature of thgdl movement.

Watts presents the discursive attempts made by sbthe HEP politicians
as a proof of the wider ideal of being a “Party Tarkey” stating that: “In the first

year or so of its existence, the HEP deputies &brdd-flag words such as

22 Nicole F Watts “Allies and Enemies: Pro-Kurdish Parties in Turkihblitics (1990-1994),”
International Journal of Middle East Studi@4, no. 4 (Nov., 1999): 631-656, p. 631. Also IKeri
Yildiz,The Kurds in Turkey: EU Accession and Human Rightsmdon: Arbor, MI: Pluto Pres in
association with Kurdish Human Rights Project, 200%slan Dgirmenci, Kirt Sorununda Yeni
Donem (Istanbul: Vadi Yayinlari, 2009); o Ergil, Dogu Sorunu; Tghisler ve Tespitle; Ozel
Aragtirma Rapory Stratejik Argtirmalar Dizisi; 1, TOBB, 1995.

2 Watts, (1999). She recalls Barkey as the authdhefirst academic work on pro-Kurdish legal
parties with his article: Henry J. Barkey, “The pleds Democracy Party (HADEP): The Travails of
a Legal Kurdish Party in TurkeyJournal of Muslim Minority Affaird 8, no. 1 (1998): 129-138.

24 Guney, (2002).
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‘Kurdistan’ and called the HEP a party for ‘all Biirkey’ 2> However, she later

points out the inconsistency of the party membatis this goal’® As for the case of
the successor DEP, the picture tended to move fiouitter from being a “Party for
Turkey” in that the pro-Kurdish politicians becamere radicalized. At that point
Watts gets trapped in a common misperception abeutmoderate-radical” or
“pigeon-hawk” distinction by drawing this distinati via pro-Kurdish politicians’
being pro-PKK or nof’

Albeit in small numbers, works on the legal movetrstarted to flourish as
the 2000s witnessed a noteworthy transition ofptieeKurdish parties, in a context
in which “democracy” and “constitutionalism” werediscovered as a panacea to
the Kurdish problem by pro-Kurdish politicians aslvas the higher platforms of
the state in line with reformation attempts forragpective EU membership.

A common flaw in the literature mentioned abovéhet they make a PKK-
centered analysis that attributes legal partieseobndary importance. This is
especially true of Gunel's recommendation to tre kurdish party of the time
(HADEP) “distancing itself from the PKK” as a pregrasite to contributing to the
democratization of Turke3?. Moreover, both the works of Watts and Giiney and

also other limited researchers remain far from fgliog a picture of grassroots

% Watts, p. 636. Here the words ‘a party for allTefrkey’ can be regarded as a somewhat longer
expression of the concept “Party for Turkey.”

% |bid., p. 637.
" |bid., p. 638.

%8 Gillistan Giirbey, “Peaceful Settlement of Turkeltsrdish Conflict through Autonomy?” in
F.ibrahim and Gulistan Girbey ed¥he Kurdish Conflict in Turkey: Obstacles and Cheméor
Peace and DemocraqiNew York: St. Martin’s Press, 2004); Eyup Demiigsal Kurtler(Istanbul:
Tevn yayinlari, 2005); Nicole F. Watts, “Activisis Office: Pro-Kurdish Contentious Politics in
Turkey,” Ethnopolitics5, no. 2 (June, 2006): 125-144. For an early exarapthe sort in Turkish,
see A.Osman OlmeZ,iirkiye Siyasetinde DEP Depremi:'Legal Kiirt Miicabdl (Ankara: Doruk
Yayinlari, 1995).

2 Guney, p. 136.
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organizations of pro-Kurdish legal parties andittieractive process of
politicization experienced by the elites and laggle. In order words, the literature
on pro-Kurdish parties has not reached beyondiigadlhistory of the Kurdish

problem in Turkey.

Scholarly Gap and the Contribution of this Work

This work on the transformation of a pro-Kurdisgdeparty (DTP) examines not
only the acts and thoughts of the political elitag, also the expectations and
activities of the grassroots organization and \®tAafso, this study emerged from
the intention to fill in the historical gap in theerature of pro-Kurdish parties,
which have never been the subject matter of arsigtoe dissertation until this day.
Another reason for the preparation of such a theasto provide the academia with
empirical and ethnographic data which had not yetted and thus had been
substituted by speculated information in the meldighis vein, the parliamentary
endeavors of the DTP are covered. Participatiagherdebates for the TBMM
Budget Act, presenting inquiries and bills of lamtlhe Parliament were among such
attempts. Furthermore the founding Regulation ef@TP(DTP Parti Tuzigl) and
DTP’s Project of Democratic Solution to the KurdiQestiorare examined with
regard to clues they give about whether it wasthnie party or a “Party for
Turkey”.

As for the field study constituting the other haifthis work, | interviewed
the party elites, including three parliamentaridredso conducted interviews with

prominent figures in the grassroots organizaticth\asters of the DTP in Esenyurt,
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a district of Istanbul, in order to formulate a qmehensive perspectivVe Thus,
contrary to the earlier literature which lookedtsd issue from the perspective of
insurgency and ethnic conflict contesting the stiditis study emphasizes the
evolution of pro-Kurdish legal politics via its oviegal institutions and self-
representation.

In conclusion, this thesis argues that there igfardnce between how the
party’s grassroots and elites perceive the patg. grassroots perceive the DTP as
an ethnic party though not opposing its concerrib ather problems of Turkey
apart from the Kurdish question. In other wordsyteimply prioritized their ethnic
problem. On the other hand, the chairpersons aidaté of the party strongly
supported its being a “Party for Turkey” in harmomih its founding documents
and attempts made by its parliamentary group. Hewstiis project of becoming a

Party for Turkey with a non-ethnic, broadly-basedspective still included the

%0 Esenyurt, a newly formed administrative distristdted on the European side of Istanbul, has a
population of around 335,000 in a 42.90 squareniélter area.

Source :http://www.ibb.gov.tr/trTR/Pages/Haber.aspx?NewslB#73[04 March 2010]. According

to Address Based Population Registration Systenulgtpn Census for the year 2008 by IRU
(Turkey Statistics Institute), Esenyurt’s populatie 373,017, which makes it the 14th most-crowded
among 39 districts in Istanbul. Sourtetp://www.tuik.gov.tr/IcerikGetir.do?istab_id=1394 March
2010]. From 1989 to 2004, its population rose frolyb25 to 277,700. It is a newly developing town
with vast migration movements from all over the mioy. Apart from others including those who
have come from the Black Sea Region, Central Aizaémd post-Communist Bulgaria (ethnic Turks
fleeing oppressive Bulgarian state policy, espécial the early 1990s), Kurds make up one of the
major constituents of the population of Esenyunt Nisparate from other above-mentioned groups,
Kurds in Esenyurt mostly belong to lower or loweiddie social classes, usually working in the
construction, manufacturing, and service sectorg ®hould also note that a sizeable Roma
population resides here with quite visible settlateanost of which are accummulated in the Gypsy
Neighborhood Cingene Mahallesitentered in the downtown of the district. As in #iwove-taken
snapshot of Esenyurt, it can be argued that theficli can be regarded as a relevant sample of
Turkey. For DTP’s part, the process of being a typ&or Turkey” with a predominantly Kurdish
grassroots could only be properly studied in araaech as Esenyurt. In 29 March 2009 Local
Elections, the DTP received 14.7 percent (28,838 and thus came third after the AKP (42.2
percenty and CHP (31.7). The MHP came fifth with 9 7.percent. Source:
http://secim.haberler.com/2009/sonuc.asp?il=es¢énj@ March 2010]. In the 2007 National
Elections, the then -in order not to be blockedth®y national threshold- independent candidate for
Istanbul 3rd Region, Sebahat Tuncel, who would tbim DTP after the election, was elected with
some 97.000 votes from the area including the okelningly crowded districts like Bailar,
Kicgikcekmece and Esenyurt. That is why she wasvietged for this study.
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struggle for the recognition of the identity anglhts of Kurds. The emphasis on this
struggle helped the party to maintain its ties waithrassroots who prioritize ethnic

identity.

The second chapter scrutinizes the theoreticaldveork of the thesis which
relies on ethnic parties and non-ethnic partiesraigon. It also provides a more
detailed discussion on the methodology of the rebea

The third chapter elaborates the Democratic Soétatyy’s self-
representation via official platforms like the TBMInd its founding documents. In
this chapter the public discourse shared by thty géites and grassroots
organization officials is analyzed.

The fourth chapter examines the dynamics at thesgrats and the
expectations of the voters in Esenyurt districkstéinbul. This chapter has a great
deal to say about the DTP’s attempts at being ayRar Turkey” vis-a-vis its
voters.

Finally the fifth chapter consists of conclusiomsl rospects drawn from

the textual and ethnographic work carried out fiog study.
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CHAPTER 2

CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

Ethnic Parties as a Sub-Field in the LiteraturPdlitical Parties

Political parties have attracted the deep intesestany political scientists. The
property of being among the essentials of demoanagit be the most important
reason for their attractiveness to academia. Nunsanmrks have been produced on
the formation and evolution of political partiesvesll as their functioning and
impact on social and political lif&.

However, the field okthnicpolitical parties has not been paid enough
attention as a distinct branch yet. This is eviderthe “puzzle” metaphor used by
Chandra, who considers “ethnic parties” literatiarbe in an almost
instrumentalized position where “ethnic party” rensaof secondary importance as
a unit of analysis compared to “ethnic identificattheories.”

(...) we have not so far identified thethnic political party as a distinct

phenomenon, or treated the question of ethnic geatfiormance as a puzzle

deserving theoretical attention. Instead, a volumsliterature addresses the

rise of ethnic parties as part of the broader muaglethnic “identification”, a
term used interchangeably with ethnic “participatjcethnic “mobilization”,

¥)Among many others, these can be considered the widsty-accepted masterpieces of political
parties literature providing a thorough theoretiftainework: Maurice DuvergeRolitical Parties:
Their Organization and Activity in the Modern Statens. Barbara and Robert North (London:
University Paperback, 1964); M. Lipset Seymour &tdin Rokkan edsRarty Systems and Voter
Alignments: Cross-National Perspectivi@éew York/London: Free Press, 1967); Giovanni &art
Parties and Party System: A Framework for Analy§lambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1976); Angelo Panebiancd?olitical Parties: Organization and PowefCambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1988); Richard Gunther and L&iamond, edsPolitical Parties and Democracy
(Baltimore and London: Johns Hopkins University$3re2003).
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ethnic collective action, ethnic “conflict”, ethnicompetition” and ethnic
“group formation.*?

One may wonder the reason for the contradictiowéen the abundance of works
on political parties and the relatively poor liten@ onethnicparties. Both
categories match the essential apparatus of demesyamamely parties that make
popular representation possible as organized cohboglies. Then why is it less
likely to find a comprehensive work on the formatend functions of legal ethnic
parties? The answers to this question seem todaiehiin themore recent history of
political parties.

As party politics gradually began to decline in eeond half of the
twentieth centur3? and were challenged by politics of gender, etlwiceligious
and cultural identities and ecological concerneemtly in the 1970s, 1980s and
1990s, academia also started to pay more attetttittrose new concerns that were
also classified under the categoryNsw Social Movement$ Among these new
issues, ethnicity emerged as the leading one, iediyesith the end of the Cold
War, which meant the collapse of the bipolar sysiepave the way for the revival
of several national and ethnic groups that had Beppressed mainly due to block
restraints> However, the spread of ethno-politics coincidethwi period of decline

for the conventional party politics. In other wardghnic identities and ethno-

%2 Kanchan Chandrawhy Ethnic Parties Succeed: Patronage and EthniadHEounts in India
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2004),.p. 8

3 Andrew HeywoodPolitics (London: Macmillan, 1997), pp. 246-47.

% Touraine’s works are typical examples drawing lo@ mature of the New Social Movements as a
new category of political participation and an aitdive to conventional class-based party politics.
For instance, see Alain TourairEhe Post-Industrial Society: Tomorrow’s Social dist Classes,
Conflicts, and Culture in the Programmed Sociétgnslated by Leonard F. X. Mayhew (New York:
Random House, 1971).

% For a proper analysis of the impact of globalmatn the new world order and the role of identity
politics and human rights ideology in its formatioeee Michael Keating, John McGarry,
“Introduction” in Minority Nationalism and the Changing Internatior@atder, eds. Michael Keating
and John McGarry (New York: Oxford University Pre2801).
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politics were on the ri$whereas political parties in general were on taide. A
clear indication of this fall has been observethemy Western countries, the so-
calledcradle of democracyevels of electoral participation have accordyngbne
downhill. On the other hand, politics of ethnicityually are accompanied by violent
conflicts spread into many parts of the globe aaiirally this would have some
reflections in the academic world. To sum up, ttezdture on ethnic conflict and
ethnic relations has prevailed over that on etpoidical parties.

As a prominent category “ethnic parties” have baederestimated if not
simply denied. Therefore “the broader puzzle” ikab saytheories of ethnic
identification have dominated the field. Chandra classifies tiestetical
framework in two basic sub-categoriesaterialist approacheandsocial-
psychological theory of ethnic conflidthe former implies the motivation of
individuals by material desires such as land, jabsl, markets which exemplify the
material “benefits of modernity’” According to the latter, the socio-psychological
theory of ethnic conflict, that is alternative teetmaterialistic explanation,
individuals are motivated by “a desire for greatelf-esteem” and “a sense of
belonging.®® This rival approach —drawn upon social psycholeggeriments of
Henri Tajfel- was proposed by Horowitz in his irghtial workEthnic Groups in

Conflict®

% Heywood, pp. 131-32.

37 Chandra, ibid., p. 8. He also lists a number cineples for materalistic approaches to ethnic
mobilization, including Robert Bates, “Ethnic Coatiion and Modernization in Contemporary
Africa,” Comparative Political Studie§, no. 4 (1974): 457-483; Albert Breton, “The Ecomcs of
Nationalism,” Journal of Political Economy2, no. 4 (1964): 376-386; Michael Hechter, “Group
Formation and the Cultural Division of LaboAtnerican Journal of Sociolog4, no. 2 (1978): 293-
318; Russell HardinQne for All: The Logic of Group Confli¢Princeton, NJ: Princeton University
Press, 1995).

B pid., p. 9.
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The conceptual framework of this study builds om ‘tthnic parties”,

“multi-ethnic parties” and “non-ethnic parties” tiction that is drawn clearly by

Horowitz’s party systems model. According to hironethnic parties are defined

with regard to their “arrangement along a Left-Rjdraditional-modern, urban-

rural, aristocrat-commoner, secular-religious for that matter any other axis

except ethnic difference§®Here, what makes a political partgnethnicalso helps

establish the criterion for beirgghnic

Albeit agreeing on the general distinction deteediby Horowitz’'s model,

Chandra criticizes Horowitz’s prioritizing the disution of support for the party

instead of its message to the voter to decide vendtis ethnic or not. Chandra

states that:

(...) according to this [his own] definition, it iseoessary to examine the
message that it sends to the electorate (whatsssbeghlights in its election
campaigns and rallies, what policies it proposesingplements, how it
promises to distribute resources). [Footnote]: Emephasis on a party’s
messagedistinguishes this definition from Donald Horovi&zin Ethnic
Groups in Conflict,291-3. For Horowitz, “the test of an ethnic parsy i
simply the distribution of support” (291-2). Whétet party says and does,
according to him, follows directly from its suppddse: “In practice, a party
will serve the interests of the group comprisirggyaverwhelming support or
quickly forfeit that support” (291). This definitiois not useful for the
guestion driving this study. Incorporating the mataf a party’s support base
in the definition itself obscures the question ofvhit acquires such support
in the first place. Defining an ethnic party based its message, by
separating the definition of the party from its dasf support makes it
possible to investigate why a party obtains itspsupprincipally from some

ethnic category or categories to the exclusiontioéis. . *

The aforementioned two rival views differing in ttxéerion that determine whether

a party is ethnic or nonethnic do not necessaritygoabout a contradiction in the

% Donald L. Horowitz,Ethnic Groups in Conflic{Berkeley: University of California Press, 1985),
pp. 144-45, 46, 47, 49.

“%bid., p. 301.

“l Chandra, pp. 3-4.
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analytical framework of this study. To the contrahe two views provide this work
with a broader perspective to analyze the tope two-dimensional way. As the
thesis question is concerned with whether an Her@Kurdish parties tradition in
the case of the DTP can possibly be a “Party fokd@y” the seemingly dichotomy
in the unit of analysis was considered as an adgantBoth the message of the
party to its voters, and the expectations and desahthe voters from the party
were comparatively evaluated to make more relialfe&rences about the
investigated (non)ethnic nature of the DTP. As@seguence, if Horowitz’'s
approach is ¢ghesisand that of Chandra amti-thesisto the former; this study is a

theoreticakynthesi®of the both.

Parties and Axis of Ethnicity: Ethnic, Multi-Ethrend

Non-Ethnic Parties

In his masterpiecEthnic Groups and Conflicf€,the largest chapter of which was
exclusively spared for the conceptualization ohetlparty systems, Horowitz
attempts to create a model for party politics bhetally divided societies, most of
which are African and Asian cases. In this modwd,term “ethnic party” is
interchangeably used with “ethnically based patityt “derives its support
overwhelmingly from an identifiable ethnic group (uster of ethnic groups),”and

that “serves the interests of that grodpThis definition introduces ‘distribution of

2 The book comprises five large parts that equah86 pages. The part concerning ethnic party
systems consists of 152 pages and covers suchtlesitds ‘Ethnic Parties and Party Systems’,
‘Competition and Change in Ethnic Party SystemMultiethnic Coalitions’, and ‘Multiethnic
Alliances and Parties’. Apart from these issueqrdvides comprehensive analyses under various
headings including ‘Ethnic Relations and Ethnicilkfions’, ‘Conflict Theory’, ‘Militarization of
Ethnic Conflict’, ‘Strategies of Conflict Reductigmnd ‘Ethnic Conflict and Democracy’.

*3 Horowitz, ibid., p. 291.
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support’ as the test of an ethnic pdftyn other words, the nature of the support
provided for a party determines whether it is ethlly based or not. According to
Horowitz, even some limited heterogeneity of mersbgrand support is not the
measure of being a nonethnic party:
The Jan Sangh became a Hindu party even thoughast mot formally
restricted to Hindus and even though it did, onrdrest occasions, allocate
tickets to Sikh candidates in the Punjab. The @nKka Freedom Party is a
Sinhalese party even though it has gained someostufpm the Muslim
minority. A small fraction of support from anothethnic group can provide
at best a bit of leaven, insufficient to divertarty from the interests of the
group that provides its overwhelming supp6rt.
It should be noted that in order to be consideredthnically based, a party does not
have to gain the exclusive support of an ethnicgréVhat makes it ethnically
based is hidden in how tiparty’s support is distributed and not how ttdanic
group’ssupport is distributedf
The second political category with regard to ethyis “multiethnic party.”
By the literal meaning of the wordhultiethnic is implied a party that brings
together two or more groups under its organizatiapgis?’ After this simple
definition, Horowitz emphasizes the political cotiteather than the literal meaning
of words in describing the character of parties:
If we askwhoseparty the Voltaic parties were, the answer isrcleae was
the party of the Mossi, the others were the padfdhe non-Mossi, and each
party aimed to advance the interests of that gemgnst the interests of the
other. For this reason, | would count...Voltaic pestias ethnically based
even though some comprised members of more tharethméc group. For
present purposes, a party is multiethnic only gpans the major groups in

conflict... What is required is that the parties moeak clearly along the
ethnic cleavage that rends the socféty.

“ Ibid., p. 292.
* Ibid., p. 292.
“ |bid., p. 293.
4" Ibid., p. 299.

“® |bid.
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The above-mentioned case of Voltaic parties wasladefined example to
distinguish a multiethnic party from an ethnic oAs.for the difference between a
multiethnic party and a nonethnic one, the distisiging property is “whether group
members participate in the party on a group basikjth means that the party
consists of a coalition of ethnic groups. As a gegdmple of multiethnic party
Horowitz mentions the Parti Démocratique de Coteaife (PDCI) around the time
of independence and justifies this with the mutiet nature of party
organizatior®® However, he states, when a nonethnic reorganizafithe PDCI
was proposed, this attempt failed due to rejedbipiocal/ethnic party leaders that
had joined the multiethnic coalition under PDCI dhnalt foresaw this would alter
the very basis of party allegiante.

Since the basis of party organization accountg nerch for its being ethnic
or multiethnic, this would also be functional inctting whether a party is
nonethnic. Therefore, this organizational-basisrigd approach provides us a clear
definition of nonethnic parties. In Horowitziannes; it is a residual category of
parties arranged along a ‘Left-Right, traditionadaern, urban-rural, aristocrat-
commoner, secular-religious, or, for that mattes; ather axis except ethnic
differences’’

While developing his model of ethnic party systehisrowitz, in fact goes
beyond his earlier premise that idistribution of supporfor a party. By

underlining the nature of organizational effortsl @guments of grassroots

9 Ibid., p., 300.
% |bid.

*1 Ibid., p. 301.
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organization-in a way- he comes to involve partg@ssage to its constituents,
which means an indirect message to its votersihoorder to predict the possibility
for nonethnically organized parties to exist, Hoitavis concerned about the level of
divisions in that society:
Parties organized nonethnically are rare or notexisin such [severely
divided] societies. They may, however, be found countries where

divisions do not run deep or where ethnic groups sr dispersed that it
hardly makes sense to organize along ethnic limesdtional level politics?

Development and Party Systems

Contemporary historical experience overall hasalestrated that there is a
negative correlation between the socio-economieldgwment of and deep/severe
ethnic division in a society and this is also measiifin the formation of party
systems. In his worRolitical Cleavages in ‘Developed’ and ‘EmerginglRies,
Lipset introduces a discussion of comparative psystems in Western democracies
and developing polities of the Third World by pretseg fundamental sources of
diversity in political cleavages. He identifies #@urce of cleavages in Western
countries with class struggles based on econortecasts and the pursuit of higher
status in the social stratum and according to hisifeature separates the
“developed” nations from the “developing” ones:

Differences rooted in stratification are likely b most preponderant in

economically developed stable polities in which mutomestic political

controversy may be described as the ‘politics dfective bargaining,” a

fight over the division of the total economic piver the extent of the

welfare and planning state and the like. Cultunaldeeply rooted value

conflicts are much more characteristic of the prdibf developing countries
with unstable polities>

*2 bid., p. 301.

3 Seymour Martin Lipset, “Political Cleavages in \@#oped’ and ‘Emerging’ Polities,” in Erik
Allardt and Yrjo Littunen, eds.Cleavages, ldeologies and Party Systefidslisinki: Academic
Bookstore, 1964), p. 35.
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Whereas the sources of political cleavages aredomistly in cultural factors
related to contrasts like traditional vs. modeetigious vs. secular, and the like
along with newly emerging social strata, the sitirain the deeply divided societies
of the least developed polities in Asia and Afgicasents a totally different picture
than those ethnically divided societies in Westeunope. According to Horowitz,
“party systems involving a combination of ethnidaronethnic parties (or
multiethnic and nonethnic parties) are unlikelYAsia and Africa; and such a
system presupposes the prevalence of more thaissredimensior™ Horowitz’s
analysis of the nature of political cleavages atwbedingly on the party systems in
the developed and the developing countries seempatible with that of Seymour:
Ethnically divided societies in Western Europe, vehgarties simultaneously
reflect a Left- Right, and a clerical-secular dirsien as well as an ethnic
one. Religion, class, and language are all strongdigtors of party
preference in Switzerland. In Belgium, religiouslalass issues, each well
represented in the party system, for a long timeeied the growth of strong
ethnically based parties. When these did emergs;, tlad to compete for
support with the older Catholic, Liberal and Sdsialparties, which in
varying degrees spanned ethnic groups. This migety gystem reflects the
existence of strong cross-cutting cleavages rising of longstanding
historical conflicts not strongly reflected in tparty systems of developing
countries>’
As the party system in the economically developmthtries is classified anixed
party systemghe scope of party competition is identifiedimel with a multi-issue
agenda. Then, severely divided Asian and Africditips are inclined to displace

rather than coexist with nonethnic parties and lbhisgs about the occurrence of a

one-dimensional party positioning along an ethmis.&

** Horowitz, ibid., p. 303.
%5 |bid., pp. 303-4.

%% |bid., p. 304.
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The evaluation of party systems on a basis oetaor singularity of
issue(s) in the operational and structural charistie of parties in a certain polity
provides us with a profound insight into their vaature. On the other hand, we
should note here that this type of evaluation alseds some criticism. Especially
the three-world typology of the Cold War Era thaaply divided the globe into the
“developed West”, the “underdeveloped East” (or@menmunist Block if you like)
and those “developing countries in between” maydrfagher work on it. Because
ethno political movements reviving globally withime paradigm of human rights
ideology with the end of the Cold War on one hard] the dismay of bipolarity of
world order on the other made it no longer meanihigf make mention of a sharp
distinction between the developed West and theeldping or underdeveloped
societies of Asia and Africa. India is a typicabexple of a country with an ethnic
party system as stated in Horowitz, Seymour andrett¥Yet it is no longer relevant
to locate this newly roaring economic giant undstadic title borrowed from the
three-world typology for the analysis of the natafgarty systems. This can also be
argued when the recent situation in several muahietAsian countries is

considered.

Ethnic Parties as Political Parties: To What Exent

The definition of political parties has been a cownersial issue, but the focal point
of the problem has not been ethnicity at all. Hemdeat makes us question the
nature of ethnic parties with regard to politicatty conception is the definition of
the term “party” in fundamental. As there are nuonsrdefinitions of parties,

acceptance or rejection of ethnic parties as paliparties may vary. However,
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most of the conventional definitions opalitical party fall short of including ethnic
parties in the same category as political pardsough there is no such thing as a
single definition of parties, one would argue, thare a few preconditions for being
named as a party that several political scienéigtee upon. If we arrange a
classification asninimal andsophisticatedlefinitions of parties, each category
provides us with different yet complementary quedifions for being accepted as a
political party.

Epstein, who suggests “almost everything thatlieda party in any
Western democratic nation can be so regarded ieef party as “any group
seeking voteander a recognizable label’If the west-centric aspect of this
definition is underestimated, here the basic featdira party is confined to electoral
activity. Riggs prefers a structural definition aating to which a party is any
organization which nominates candidates for elestio an elected assembfy.
Another scholar who depicts a minimal picture gioditical party is Kenneth Janda.
According to him, a party is an “organization tpatsues the goal of placing its
avowed representatives in governmental positiohslé makes no mention of
elections but simply placement of its cadres tdipudnsts. What he suggests is

such a restrictive definition that it is judgedo® even a sub-minimal ofie.

" Leon B. EpsteinPolitical Parties in Western Democraci¢blew York: Praeger, 1967), p. 9.
(Italicized by the author).

8 F. W. RiggsAdministrative Reform and Political Responsivenés$heory of Dynamic
Balancing(Beverly Hills: Sage, 1970), p. 580.

% Kenneth JandaA Conceptual Framework for the Comparative AnalysisPolitical Parties
(Beverly Hills: Sage, 1970), p. 83.

® Giovanni SartoriParties and Party Systems: A Framework for Analyliew York: Cambridge
University Press, 1976), p. 63. Sartori justifiés ¢ritique by stating that Janda’s definition “mnig
well fail to distinguish parties from pressure gweuy or even from military and religious
organizations.” He adds: “What if a party does puntsue the goal- because it is too small, or becaus
it is an anarchic/revolutionary party whose deaageal is to restore direct democracy, or for still
other reasons- of placing its representatives avégnment positions™? Should it not be considered a
party, in spite of the fact that it competes attdms identified by a party label?” p.69.
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The aforementioned minimal definitions constraia toncept opolitical
party within the domain of two practices namely joiniglgctionsand attempting to
hold public offices However, this domain remains too narrow to désctihe
properties and functions of parties distinguishimgm from pressure groups,
factions and the like. In this regard, more soptased definitions appear to be more
relevant for conception of political parties comgzhto minimal ones.
The sophisticated definitions burden political gestwith broader
responsibilities. Parties meet public will by bingidifferent segment and forces of
the society to each other and also to public re&loninstance, Neumann argues
that a party functions as “a great intermediarychHinks social forces and
ideologies to official governmental institutionsdarelates them to political action
within the larger political community’® In his classidolitics, Parties, and
Pressure GroupKey compares parties and pressure groups byastimtg
respectively the “common interest” and “partiakirgst” seeking characters of the
two:
Political parties...must play down group interestdowciliating conflict, by
compromising issues, by seeking formulas for themlwoation of many
groups into a block strong enough to win... The presgroup must appeal
to the partial interest; the political party, tt@mmon interest>

Furthermore, in a later work, Key introduces thsib#&ole of political parties as

“the translation ofnasspreferences intpublic policy.”®*

In his analysis comparing parties and factionstdBagefines a party as “a

part of a whole attempting to a serve the purpo$édbe whole” and adds

®1 Sigmund Neumanmodern Political PartieChicago: University of Chicago Press, 1956), .39
%2 V. 0. Key,Politics, Parties and Pressure Groygsd ed. (New York: Crowell, 1956), p. 177.

83 Key, Public Opinion and American Democra@lyew York: Knopf, 1961), p. 443.
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“whereas a faction is only a part for itself.He also conceives the polity as a
pluralistic whole by emphasizing the interplay beéw a whole and its parts:
If it was wrong to neglect the association betwpart and party, it would
also be quite wrong, on the other hand, to conglteiparty as a part that is
unrelated to the whole. If a party is not capablilgaverning for the sake of
the whole, that is, in view of a general interdsén it does not differ from a
faction. Although the party only represents a pig part must take @aon-
partial approach to the whof8.
Relying on theholistic understanding of parties as in Sartori’s defimfiblorowitz
cites Almond’s statement thgpdrticularistic partiesbehave much likenterest
groups ®® and in a way draws parallelism between the cherartd consequences
of ethnic parties and pressure/interest groups:
The association of the political party with the suér public rather than
particularistic interests is inimical to the vergsis of an ethnic party (...) the
ethnic party identifies narrow group interests wifia totality of the common
interest. The ethnic party does combine intra-ethnterests, often very
effectively. But it neither combines nor bucklesr nrakes a non-partial
approach to the interests of various ethnic gramssociety’’
Hence, ethnic parties -in Horowitzian terms- “aligb, like all parties, seek power,
distribute offices, and mobilize support, in soneys/ithey behave differently” from
broadly-based, that is to say, non-ethnic politpgzaties. Since the political agenda
of the ethnic party is dependent on the boundarfigise ethnic group that it gains

most of its support, it usually lacks the flexityilto compromise required to put an

end to intra-group conflict®.

® sartori, p. 25 (ltalicized by the author).
% |bid., p. 26 (ltalicized in its original form).
% (Italicized by the author).

" Horowitz, p. 297.

% Ibid., p. 298. He states that “Ethnic parties miéieemediation of group interests difficult, anésth
helps explain why ethnic party systems are so aftanflict prone.”
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Policy Agenda:Particularistic Holistic
(Party's Message
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NOT A PARTY ETHNIC PARTY NONETHNIC PARTY
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Support BaseGroup-Based MovementgMulti)Ethnically Based PartieBroadly-based Parties
(Distribution i.e.: Pressure Groups
of Support) Interest Groups

Political Movements

Figure 1:Synthesidlodel of Ethnic Party Systerits

Parties for TurkeywersusOthers
The above-mentioned theoretical framework on etpaity systems is also
relevant for the case in Turkey despite some ahagequacies similar to those
faced when other examples of the developing caemaire examined. In this vein,
Turkey stands in a mid-range position. Evidentlys not a polity severely/deeply
divided along ethnic lines, which is the case imynAsian and African societies.
Out of the five variables that account for presesrcabsence of division in a society

along ethnic line&’ only one indicates ethnic division whereas theaieing four

69 Figure is drawn by the autholhis model is based on the combination of ChandPagy’s
Messageand Horowitz'sDistribution of SupportModels. Points X, Y, and Z refer respectively to
categories ‘Not a Party’, ‘Ethnic Party’, and ‘Ndheic Party’ and the line that symbolizes axis of
ethnicity for parties is drawn unconstant. Henceurwaries of each category are flexible and
sometimes inclusive for one another that is pdaitytrue of those located next to each other.

0 Ibid., pp. 293-94.
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are closer to prove that Turkish society is fas léwided than those severely
divided ones in Africa and Asia.

These criteria comprise “occupational specializgtitresidential
segregation,” “habits of endogamy,” “dietary custyhand “religious differences.”
Among these criteria, only occupational speciailaratan be claimed as a sharply
distinguishing property of a Kurd and a Turk toeatain extent. No other ethnic
group in Turkey is identified with being constructiworkers, traditional bazaar
salesmen, or shoe-polish men as much as Kurdsrilelass, the interethnic
marriage rate between Kurds and Turks is estintatee at a high level. According
to Tan, the number of interethnic marriages betwaamnls and non-Kurds in
Turkey is estimated to be one milliéh.

It is not easy to mention the existence of residésegregation against
Kurds in Turkey. Moreover, Kurds reside in sizeamlenbers almost in all parts of
Turkey, to such a great extent that the larger shrgopulation lives in those areas
other than the established Kurdish provinces of Bag South East Turké¢.The
distinction between the dietary customs of Kurds &arks may need investigation,

yet it is not present in urban Kurds and Turksf@geligion, it plays a crucial role

™ Altan Tan Kirt Sorunu(lstanbul: Tima, 2009), p. 539.

2 Kirisci and Winrow, The Kurdish Question and Turkey: An Example of an$rstate Ethnic
Conflict (London: Frank Cass, 1997), p. 26; Tan, ibid.,30.9Most of the metropolitan cities outside
of Eastern Turkey like Istanbul, Izmir, Adana aneérmsin, Ankara and Konya, respectively, in the
regions of Marmara, Aegean, Mediterranian, and @émnatolia have either vast or sizeable
Kurdish populations that accelerated during the0O$98ue to massive migration movements mainly
caused by state-led deportations of Kurds fronr thilages in East and South East Anatolia and also
other socio-economic deprivations like poverty, mpoyment, scarcity of educational institutions,
and local/traditional dissents such as fued, hdilbng and so on... Further discussion concerning
the forced migration of Kurds from East Turkey #age Betll Celik, “I Miss My Village!: Forced
Kurdish Migrants in Istanbul and Their Representain Association,New Perspectives on Turkey,
32 (Spring 2005); “Forced Evictions and DestructiorMvilfages in Turkish Kurdistan,” Middle East
Report, April-June, 1996t Urkiye Blyuk Millet Meclisi, Dfu ve Guneydgu Anadolu’da Bgaltilan
Yerlesim Birimleri Nedeniyle Go6¢ Eden Yurftarimizin Sorunlarinin Argirilarak Alinmasi
Gereken Tedbirlerin Tespit Edilmesi Amaciyla Kuruldeclis Aratirma Komisyonu Raporu
Tutanak Dergisb3 (Donem 20, 1998Hacettepe Universitesi Niifus Etitleri Enstitiiirkiye Gog

ve Yerinden OlmuNiifus Aratirmasi (Ankara: Aralik 2006); Dilek Kurban et alfirkiye’de Ulke
Iginde Yerinden Edilme Sorunu: Tespitler ve Cozirarifami (Istanbul: TESEV Yayinlari, 2005).
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in the maintenance of strong ties between KurdsTamkls in Turkey for some due
to their being heirs of the Ottoman Muslim legd€¥he majority of Kurds are
Sunni Muslims, which is same for Turks, althougbythliffer in sub-categories
calledmezheb, respectivelphafiandHanefithat slightly differ in practicé?

It would not be inconvenient to argue that thereehemerged single ethnic
(Kurdish) parties in Turkey whereas it has nevdnessed an ethnic party system.
The pro-Kurdish legal parties remain a tangibleeaspf this phenomenon in
Turkish political arena since 1990. The group suppmvided for the pro-Kurdish
parties tradition from the HEP to DTP has alwaysrbelentified with Kurdish
ethnicity. Although non-Kurds usually from socialsd/or Alevi backgrounds have
had sizeable support for them, it has remainedypnetrrow as described in
Horowitzian expression:Rough edgem a party’s support do not undermine its
status as an ethnic part}.”

While the DTP, among others, constituting the Ktweish parties tradition
is considered to be an ethnic party, the partyesysh Turkey is far from suitable
for being conceived as multiethnic. That is to $bg, pro-Kurdish parties have
never encountered an ethnic Turkish counterpaatragl. This is mainly due to the
fact that none of other parties from secularistiskamists, and Socialists to

(Turkish) Nationalists identified with “ethnic Tusgh identity.” Even the nationalist

3 Some authors argue that the demise of the OttdEmapire and thus of thmillet systen(millet
sistem) that considered Turks, Kurds, and other Muslirougs in the same categorgation of
Islam) was the source of legitimacy for Kurds to remaith Turks in the Ottoman polity and when
this contract was violated with the formation ofTarkish nation-state and abandonment of the
Caliphate. For further discussion in the same veee Mustafa AkyolThe Origin of Turkey's
Kurdish Question: An Outcome of The Breakdown ef @toman Ancien Regimb|.A. Thesis,
Bogazici University, The Ataturk Institute for Modeffurkish History, 2006. On the other hand,
some others emphasize the reaction of the Ottomadigh periphery namely the Kurdish tribal
uprisings in the late Ottoman and early Republigariod. See Hamit Bozarslan, “Kurdish
Nationalism in Turkey: From Tacit Contract to Reitoel (1919-1925),” in Essays on the Origins of
Kurdish Nationalism ed. by Abbas Vali (Costa Me&3alif: Mazda Publishers, 2003).

" Tan, pp. 43-4.

> Horowitz, p. 293. (Italicized by the author).
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MHP has not considered itself as the pioneer of Thiekish ethnicity,” but the
“Turkish nation,” which implies the people living iTurkey. On the other hand, it
can be suggested that the MHP also should be regjasian ethnically-based party
when thedistribution of supportriterion is used alone. But this work relies nolyo
on the distribution of support for the party, bls#oathemessage of the party the
voter. Therefore, the idea that the party system in iBrdemocracy is multiethnic
by no means matches reality. In this case, theaia ethnic Kurdish party, but no
counter-ethnic rival party as in the case in ethlhyaivided societies. Thus, the
level of division does not suffice the optimum eowiment for the formation of an
ethnic party system in Turkey.

The dissimilarity of the Turkish case to the dgepi/ided Asian and African
countries evidently moves it closer to West Europsacieties where nonethnic
party organization is usual or ethnically organipadties coexist with others
founded on a multi-issue base like left-right,g&lus-secular, urban-rural so forth.
In Turkey, the DTP was doubtlessly perceived asthnic party, but this did not
alter the situation that it had to compete witheotparties, primarily the ruling AKP,
that was never an ethnic one. Then the DTP, Ikprédecessors, strove to distance
itself from its ethic nature instead of ethnicizithg political cleavage in the Turkish
party system. Apart from the universalistic andhigic orientation of the party
statues and its parliamentary efforts, this intantf integration to the Turkish
polity was facilitative for practical reasons, tdo.order to gain greater electoral
power, the DTP had to have a say in various sotiaq@ matters other than the
Kurdish problem.

It is vital to note that the ternethnic partyandethnically based partthat

are interchangeably used to define pro-Kurdishllpggies -particularly the DTP in
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our case- are obviously conceiveddasensive ethnic partieslorowitz emphasizes
the rationale of defensive ethnic parties with sondtives as “attempts to resist
exclusion, demands for equal treatment and fonelusive polity.”® It seems that
no other conception of ethnic parties could desctile mood of pro-Kurdish
politicians in Turkey better.

In the course of the work, the conc®atrty for Turkeyparty of Turkey,
Tirkiye partis) is used to imply the non-ethnic or broadly-bagedlifications that
the DTP attempted to gain at least in its selfg@né&stion. The tensions between
DTP’s endeavors to turn into a Party for Turkeyooe side and its inevitably
binding as heir to the Kurdish ethno political mment one the other brought about
pressure on both its leading cadres and grassntes providing an invaluable
potential for the transformation of the politicabime in Turkey. The following
chapter deals with manifestations of such atteripttie DTP elites to transform
the party into a Party for Turkey by looking atfitsindational documents, the
contribution of its MPs to critical debates in fherkish Grand National Assembly
as well as listening to the voices of party offisixom the local and nation-wide
through their self-presentation.

| am aware that the theoretical models that | doawely on ethnicity as a
fixed category. In other words, the major weakneghese theoretical perspectives
is that they assume ethnicity to be a self-conthoaegory which is determined by
the intrinsic dynamics of the group in questionisTiixed notion of ethnicity is then
assumed to define the group and its social moverkkntever, ethnicity is a fluid
and dynamic construct which is always also shapettid politics of the state and

particularly by the latter’s repressive policiesidis also true in the case | study.

® Ibid., p. 294.
34



As the relevant literature shows, ethnicity becaméssue and Kurds became an
ethnic group under the centralizing policies of dte Ottoman Empire. The fact
that the state is the “other” in relation to whible Kurds’ ethnic identity becomes
significant is also revealed in the informants’raéives which | discuss in the
following chapters. | will utilize the theoreticalodels discussed in this chapter
despite their theoretical weakness in treatingiettyras a dynamic construct. Since
| focus on the party organization and not societktions at large, | believe this
weakness of the theoretical models does not catestit major drawback for my

study.
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CHAPTER 3

DTP ON THE STAGE VIA OFFICIAL PLATFORMS

In the process of policy-making and the creatioa pfiblic opinion on the Kurdish
Issue, hegemonic political actors often attemptisoniss the DTP with the
argument that it was an ethnic party and not atyHar Turkey.” This chapter aims
to reveal the fact that whether the DTP really dete an ethnic party in its literal
meaning or had a say in different fields of po$iteoncerning various parts of
Turkey in addition to East and South East AnatoRa&gions which hold a
predominant Kurdish population.

The controversy on this question of whether the VBB an ethnic or
broadly-based party has mostly developed in tha fofr speculations and personal
opinions rather than grounded discussions on ctmeredence Therefore, this
chapter should be regarded as a modest attempbvme the reader with some
data-analysis on the issue.

| took two primary sources reflecting official viea¥ the DTP as the main
material to be analyzed in this work. One of therthe parliamentary sessions on
the Central Administration Budget Act Draft for tiiear 2008 in the Planning and
Budgetary Commissio(2008Y 1l Merkezi Yénetim Bitce Kanunu Tasdles2006

Y1l Merkezi Yonetim Kesin Hesap Kanunu Tasari@nRe Butgce Komisyonu
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Goriismeleri) held on 30 October-22 November 200The debates on the Budget
of the Central Administration are quite rich forseiving the reflection of the
parties in the Turkish Grand National Assembly (TMon major problems of
Turkey because, the budget provides us with theesha and arrangements about
all the Ministries of the Cabinet and also othetiiations and sub-directories.
Therefore, how a party group in the Parliament apgines all these different fields
may help us to draw certain conclusions about h@ericeives the situation in
Turkey and whether it produces solutions to thélams of the country. In the
context of this thesis, the evaluation of theseudwments may help us decide about
the DTP’s status as an ethnic or broadly-based.part

The other major source | benefitted from is the DPidety By-lawgDTP
Parti Thz(gu), especially to see how the party defines itself presents its goals.
However, it was impossible to access the officiabaite of the DTP; then | realized
that it had been censored by an ultranationaliskéra Hence, | had to search the
By-laws in other web pages and could hardly find'itis encounter demonstrates
part of the handicaps a researcher of the Kurdiikigs may face in Turkey: a lack
of tolerance even for the official website of adkepgolitical party with 21 seats in
the Parliament. Even this fact seems to be onkeothallenges to the solution of
the Kurdish Question itself.

Apart from the budgetary debates and the DTP Bys)auch official
documents as Parliamentary Inquiries and Billsa#land others presented in the

TBMM, Democratic Solution to Kurdish QuestiBulletin, and March 2009 Local

" All the sources regarding the debates on the Butigieare accessed via official webpage of
Turkish Grand National Assembly (TBMM). In orderhiave access to entire sessions of the debates

visit http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008_komisyon_gundem.h[04 February 2009].
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Elections Declaration of the DTP also are inclugtethe textual analysis of the
official platforms of the party.

Finally, the stances and ideas proposed by thg phies from the
parliamentary level to grassroots organizationcadfs are reflected via
ethnographic analysis based on in-depth intervisavslucted with them.

This chapter has the biggest focus on the offtbd@uments constituted in
the last quarter of 2007, namely the debates obuldget. Because 2007 was the
very date that the DTP deputies entered the Pagh&uand therefore those debates
on the budget are the first and the only ones iichvtiney participated. In addition,
the DTP By-laws, which obviously was the foundiragdment of the party, is also
analyzed. What | try to do is not to analyze thktigal stances taken towards the
party, but rather whatever it proposes for Turkeg Bow it conceives the “politics
of Turkey” in general. Thus, this is not a work strained to the Kurdish Question,
but one that elaborates on the possibilities ddardish party” to act in an inclusive
manner on the national-scale or even beyond scope.

Moreover, one should not neglect the fact that¢hepter does not aim to
analyze the whole political behavior of the DTPalther seeks insight into the
official view of the party, especially of its groupthe TBMM. However, if there is
any “informal” approach of the party towards Turkad Turkish politics, it should
be sought with more extensive research based omparative evaluation of the
vernacular politics of the party and its interactiwith other social and political

forces and a huge comparison among all mentionedeab
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Party By-laws: “Democratic, Egalitarian, Left, MeBarty”

The DTP By-laws show how the party describes itgetf its goals as a political
party. In theGeneral Pointf the By-laws, the definition of the party conreght
after the information about the name, headquaréerd the emblem:
The DTP is a democratic emancipatory egalitariah heass party that
considers a society with such values of democratulization era as
freedom, equality, justice, peace, pluralism, pgétion and
multiculturalism as richness and promotes reformiand that adopts human
and society focused, dialogue and consensus-basetbodatic- local-
horizontal mechanism, and that firmly promotes demtc inner
mechanism instead of authoritarian-central-hieniaettpolitics; prioritizes a
peaceful democratic line, adopts universal valuegects all kinds of
segregation and racism, relates, the emancipatidruimankind to gender
equality, and in this regard aims at a democratilagical society’®
The democratic and liberal/left spirit reflectedlie definition of the party can be
observed in its strong egalitarian jargon. Valuas eoncepts like liberty, equality,
justice, pluralism, and participation are consideais the essentials of the “era of
democratic civilization.” After pluralistic and garipatory properties it adds
multiculturalism as a quality for its ideal societyd guarantees this ideal with
reformism. Yet, it does not clarify whether tigisk kalttrl toplun{multicultural

society) refers to mainstream models of multicallism based on the politics of

recognition. It putyenileme’® (innovation) after multicultural society. This ek

8 DTP By-laws, Definition of the Party (Article 2Demokratik Toplum Partisi Tiigii, Partinin
Tanimi) (Madde 23ourcehttp://www.sosyalistforum.org/dtp/6268-demokratidptum-partisi-
tuzugu.html [27 December 2008].

“DTP, demokratik uygarlik ¢a& deserleri olan 6zgurlikel, gtlikci adaletci, bary¢i, ¢aqsulcu,
katilimci, cok kaltirli toplumu zenginlik olarakrgé ve yenilgmeyi savunan; insan ve toplum
odakli diyalog ve uzlaya dayali, otoriter- merkezi- hiyergk siyaset yapma tarzi yerine,
demokratik- yerel —yatawleyisi benimseyen, demokratik igld@yisi kararlilikla savunan, bascil
demokratik siyaseti esas alan, evrensegladiere sahip ¢ikan, her turli ayimmeilive irkcilgn ret
eden, insanfin 6zgurlemesini, cinsler arasigsélikte géren, bu temelde 6zgir, demokratik-eké&loji
toplumu hedefleyen demokratik 6zgirlikgitlieci sol bir kitle partisidir.” (Translated by the
author).

" The wordyenilesmeliterally translates into Turkish as ‘innovation’. Howeveside from its literal
meaning, it sounds closer to innovations that amied out with reforms. Thernyenilegme is
equivalent to ‘reformation’.
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us imagine that kind of society not to be expressadixed identities and cultures
but would be open to changes and innovations;arfittal analysis it might be read
as a strong sign for “reformism.”

By its definition, the party makes a sharp disiottetween the
“authoritarian-central-hierarchical” political lirend the “democratic-local-
horizontal” one and prefers the latter. This prefee drives it to adopt democratic
mechanisms both in domestic and external affaieseHhe stress is on peaceful
democratic policies and universal values which hdesmastating connotations also
for foreign policy affairs. From irredentism to akind of aggressive policies can be
claimed to be disapproved by this very definitisnaddition, the strong emphasis
on “universal values” can be given as a cruciah $ag its respect for international
law at least at the level of general worldview. iBdsiman rights, though not
mentioned yet, might be the core values meant ltaeeturther reinforced with the
disapproval of any kind of discrimination.

It should not be ignored that a “green” tendenagisaled in this definition
with the use of premises of gender equality andogggm. “Human emancipation”
is assumed to stem from gender equality and inréigard democratic-ecologic
society is underlined by this “egalitarian left mamrty.” Here we should note that
the party describes itself as a mass party, ratfagr a regional or national party. It
introduces itself as an egalitarian, ecologist, dematic left mass party with
universalistic references such as those to humanityhuman emancipation within
this scope. Therefore, tiparticularistic vs. holistidistinction between nonethnic
parties on one side and ethnic parties and pregsoups on the other is not
relevant for the Democratic Society Party whes itonsidered an ethnic one.

Although a dominant ethnic support-base it has, fidit does not necessarily make
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the DTP particularistic at least by the definiteection of the By-laws that tends

towards quite an idealistic and universalistic me&ann

Pro-Turkey, Pro-EU and Pro-Kurdish

DTP By-laws cannot be distinguished from thosetb&ppolitical parties in Turkey
in the sense that it prefers a national/inclusigealirse right at the beginning of the
section titledAim of the Party
DTP states thaffurkey® is in an urgent need to be restructured with
comprehensive democratic reforms in all the fieddsh as legal, political,
administrative, social, economic, and cultural dhe like and that social
reconciliation should be managed in order to makeprocess effective and
sustainabl&!
As the above-written extract indicates, the fiesttence of the “aim” part of the By-
laws starts with the national unit, Turkey, and#fere the problem-solving
strategies and decisions are supposed to be ssidblon this base. The DTP as a
legal political party of Turkey uses an inclusiwaion-wide discourse while
offering solutions for Turkey in a reformist manwesible in the expression
“Turkey is in an urgent need to be restructuredhwdamprehensive democratic

reforms in all the fields such as legal, politiGadministrative, social, economic,

cultural and the like.. # For such a process of reformation it proposesrgent

8 (Italicized by the author).

8 Aim of the Party (Article 3-a) Rartinin Amaci Madde 3-a)in the DTP By-laws
http://www.sosyalistforum.org/dtp/6268-demokratidplum-partisi-tuzugu.html  [27 December
2008].

“DTP; Turkiye'nin, hukuki, siyasi, idari, sosyal,kenomik, kiltirel ve ger bitin alanlarda
kapsamli demokratik reformlarla yeniden yapiladdhasini ve bu sirecin etkin ve kalici
kilinabilmesi icin toplumsal bann sagzlanmasini acil bir ihtiya¢ olarak tespit eder(Translated by
the author).

82 Aim of the Party (Article 3-aYDTP; Turkiye’'nin, hukuki, siyasi, idari, sosyalkenomik, kiiltiirel

ve dger butun alanlarda kapsamli demokratik reformlaykeniden yapilandinimasini.. (Translated
by the author).
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social reconciliation, endeavors to include larggmsents and groups within the
society, yet gives priority to the laborer and tfaikes it closer to the left of political
spectrum:
For that reason, based on popular democratic will\waithout any ethnicity,
class or gender-based discrimination; [the DTRhascommon organization
of struggle principally for those segments of theisty that make a living by
laboring and others like women, youth and vari@ithfbased groups carries
out its emancipatorgemocratic political struggle by institutionaliziitg™
A significant feature of the DTP By-laws is thatakes the EU project as a
significant constituent of its aim. It supports thg process of Turkey heavily but is
also cautious enough to define the EU as “not anlyion of states but also
peoples® underlining the supra-national dimension of theddii® It also
announces that it will have a watchful eye on thplementation of the reforms
essential to the process. Here the By-laws deparbosly from the conventional
national interest@approach. It rather prefers empolying expresssoich as the
“broadest interests of the society”: “...it make®atpts to promote active
participation in the negotiation process that hesndaunched for serving the

broadest interests of the socief§.Ih this regard, the definition of the party which

puts great emphasis on plural democratic socia@tier strengthened adopting a

8 Aim of the Party (Article 3-ajBunun icin, halkin demokratik iradesine dayalinisite, sinif cins
ayrimi yapmadan, h#a emgiyle gecinen tim toplumsal kesimler olmak Uzerelirkgenclik ve
farkli inanc gruplarinin ortak miicadele 6rgiti odda; kurulyu ve gleyisiyle 6zgirlikcl demokratik
siyasal muicadelesini kurumsaitaarak yuratir.”(Translated by the author)

8 Aim of the Party (Article 3-b)....salt bir devletler toplulgu desil, ayni zamanda bir halklar
toplulugu...” (Translated by the author)

8 According tosupranational theorpf European integration, the European Union cabe reduced

to a mereintergovernmentabathering ofstatesthat enables its members to pursue their national
interests as wholly sovereign bodies described eationally by the Westphalia nation-state system.
In this regard, for supranationalists, the EU isupranational entity that came into existence as a
result of a supra-national consent given by its tmens that carries its goals and values to a higher
position than those of each member states.

8 Aim of the Party (Article 3-b), Partinin Amaci (Mde 3-b)“bu siirecin toplumun en geni

cikarlarina hizmet etmesi icin Hamis bulunan mizakere slrecine aktif katilimi éngoérecek
girisimlerde bulunur.”
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supra-national/universalist approach vis-a-vis Elesion process and common
good of the society that implies a wider perspectiontrary to particularistic
parties’ tendencies.

Although the holistic/inclusive manner in the Dp&ty By-laws is quite
visible, it also has some contradictions. The thntitle of the aim part of the party
By-laws appears with a controversial statementstdtes that the Turkish Republic
was founded by Turks, Kurds anthef” ethnic groups and that brotherhood is
deeply rooted in history®® The expression “Turks, Kurds antherethnic groups”
seems to be insufficient for the creation of araldaurkey in an inclusive manner.
Although Kurds are included as founding elementSwkey and thus it intends to
bring an end to the discrimination against Kurtigs statement stands
discriminatory as well; this time againgither ethnic groups.” In other words, this
formula sets two privileged ethnicities insteadoé and naturally this implies
another deficit in a democratic settlement. South@erstanding of multicultural
society expressed in the definition part of thel®ys is repeated with a narrower
insight of recognition of the Kurdish identity. Thest of the expression comes as
such: “[the DTP] regards voluntary coexistencehie $ame country and Democratic
Republic as the solution to the Kurdish QuestibhAs we see, whereas it insists on
politics of recognition for the Kurdish identity,also presents a firm stance that is

for coexistence in the same country within theecioin of the Democratic Repubilic.

8 (Italicized by the author).These ‘others’ are Ik used for ethnic groups not as crowded as
Kurds such as Circassians, Albanians, Bosniaks, Abkhazians so on.

8 Aim of the Party (Article 3-c), Partinin Amaci (Mde 3-c).
“Turkiye Cumbhuriyetinin Turkler, Kurtler ve géer etnik gruplar tarafindan kuruldunu ve
kardeligin temelinin tarihin derinliklerinde yagini beyan eder.(Translated by the author).

8 Aim of the Party (Article 3-c), Partinin Amaci (Mde 3-c).“...Kiirt sorununun ¢ézimiinii ortak
vatanda 6zgur birliktelikte ve Demokratik Cumhutigegorar.”
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The next article of the party By-laws is a dirdemand for a new
Constitution compatible with universal law withimetframework of democracy
based on such values as peace, liberty, equahnge, pluralism and participation.
After this lengthy description it adds: “... [The DJiéhampions broadly-organized
civil society based on needs, democratic politcsl a social structure in which all
can improve their identities® The identity issue is highlighted once again; this
time as a major point to be covered in a prospeatonstitution. Thus, the party
considers the new constitution as a guarantedéexistence of identities and as a
facility in the social structure to enable the indual to improve his/her properties
of identity.

Another point is the stress on education in oneher-tongue as a right:
“... [The DTP] struggles for the provision of educattiin one’s mother-tongue for
everyone and for establishment of emancipatorydemiocratic mentality in such
fields as press, thought, culture, arts and the"flkAt that point the party gives up
the narrow and exclusive sort of identity politeosd chooses a more
pluralistic/democratic phrase for everyone” in adusive manner and voices this
demand not under a group-rights terminology andpgetes it with freedom of
expression in any field of life from media to arts.

The next two articles of the aim part cover gensglene. The expression
“gender discrimination against and any kind of grate towards woman is
disapproved” in Article 3-f is further reinforcedrfthe benefit of women in Article

3-g: “Considering that promoting gender emancipatioa aeterminant for reaching

% Aim of the Party (Article 3-d), Partinin Amaci (Mde 3-d)'...ihtiyaclara dayali yaygin érgiitlil
sivil toplumu, demokratik siyaseti, herkesin kéeadilik 6zelliklerini geljtirebilecesi toplumsal bir
yaplyl savunur.”(Translated by the author).

%L Aim of the Party (Article 3-e), Partinin Amaci (dde 3-e).

“...herkese ayrimsiz, anadilindgigm ve retim hakkinin slanmasi, basin, diin, kiltir-sanat
ve dger alanlarda 6zgurlikcl ve demokratik anlagiyerlgmesi icin micadele eder(Translated
by the author).
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the goal of democratic society, it [the DTP] firngirives for the removal of all
obstacles primarily paving the way for woman orgations based on their free
will.” % The strong emphasis on the struggle against géneguality in the DTP
Party By-laws is coherent with the compositiontefMPs in the Turkish Grand
National Assembly. The Democratic Society Party Badeats, eight of which were
held by women. Surprisingly, the DTP seemed todieonly a “Party for Turkey,”
but also an innovator party in the sense that asyan MPs in the TBMM equaled
approximately 40 per cent of the total number ®MiPs since the party provide
Turkey with a new model of representation in whaadmen had an equal platform
to express themselves. When we consider how sthentgaditional structures
summarized as patriarchy have been so persistéme iregions where these DTP
woman MPs were elected, the picture gets more a@miplt is hard to
underestimate that woman'’s representation and wepuhtics carried out by the
DTP introduces us a new role-model that is achiendkdose regions with the
hardest circumstances for women. Some feminists gedurther and suggest that
‘Tarkiyelilik’ cannot be achieved without the consent and equmtibution of
women since they constitute half of the socfétjhus the DTP seemed to have a
potential to serve the creation of a wider commiaugd for the social stability of

Turkey as a new type of “Party for Turkey”.

% Aim of the Party (Article 3-g), Party Partinin Ama(Madde 3-g)“Cinsiyet 6zgurligini
sgglamanin demokratik toplum hedefine geada belirleyici bir etken oldiundan hareketle,
cinsiyet 6zgurlgi énundeki butiin engellerin ortadan kaldiriimasnibasta kadinlarin 6z iradesine
dayali olarak geliecek kadin 6rgutligiini yaratarak, kararlilikla miicadele eder(Translated by
the author).

% See Bruinessen, Agh&haikh and State; the Social and Political Stues of Kurdistar(London
and New Jersey: Zed Boks, 1992).

% For instance; during my talks with Professor ofities Biisra Ersanli, who joined the DTP and

after its closure became a Party Assembly membehefsuccessor BDP, argued this idea many
times.
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Participation of DTP MPs in the Parliamentary Delain the Budget Act:

A Multi-Issue Agenda within Five Spheres

The Parliamentary debates on the Central Admatistn Budget Act for the year
2008 in the Planning and Budgetary Commission mgdteld on 30 October-22
November 2007 stands as an indicator of certaiceqmions like individual,
society, law, and politics by the parties partakin¢hese sessions.

Out of the 18 days of the budgetary-work, DTP egpntatives attended 15
workdays. During the three days that they wererathtiee debates were on the
budgets of the Ministry of National Defense, thenMiry of Education, the TBMM,
the Presidency and some other sub-directories amiheg institutions. Therefore,
the DTP’s stance towards these fields is not kndinectly regarding the budgetary
debates on them. In this part, we will take a labkome striking points in the
expressions of DTP representatives, namely HasgakaSirnak Deputy, and
Gultan Ksanak, Diyarbakir Deputy, who participated in almalsthe sessions of
the Budgetary Commission.

Indeed, there is evidence that the DTP had alrsadght to evolve toward
national relevance in broadening its agenda viRasy By-laws. As for the
budgetary debate, the picture becomes clearer gegearty took firm positions on
a wider range of issues. It appears to be forrmdadsui generigolitical identity
with local/ethnic, national, socialist, feministcaecologic, and global/universal
themes. These themes are unique in respect to tne@nspolitical discourse, both
in terms of originality of formulation and in thesentrality to the DTP agenda.

Hence, in the debates, the DTP appears with aniedéstance. One can say that it

% Before their active political participation botraplan and Kganak were professionals. The former
was a lawyer expertized in International Law whertree latter was a journalist. It is crucial here t
note that Kganak would be one of the BDP co-chairs in the aféeh of DTP’s closure.
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IS neither just an ethnic party nor a mere natioma. It operates at different levels
and spheres of existence: 1) Local/Ethnic Sphgrafional/Patriotic Sphere,
3) Socialist/Egalitarian Sphere, 4) Eco-Feminist&p, and 5) Global/Universal

Sphere.

Local/Ethnic Sphere

This sphere can be regarded as the nucleus ofifed base for the party since the
majority of the DTP MPs are elected in the distrieith the dense Kurdish
populations of Turkey. Therefore, ethnic identignthnds were often voiced by the
DTP MPs. This was the case in the session on ttigdbwf the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs where the discussions on the operatiorhefTurkish Army on PKK targets
in Northern Iraq witnessed a battle royal betwdenDTP MPs on one side and
MPs of other parties on the other.

The DTP represented by Hasip Kaplan and Gultgarkak emphasized the
Kurdish Question in Turkey with regard to identiyd citizenship rights and
criticized homogenization and Turkification polisiearried out since formative
years of the Turkish Republic. As¢énak states:

Today we can see that it is neither right nor stialito regard people

monotype, uni-model, mono-culture, and mono-linguial other words, as

several academicians, political scientists, sogists clearly state, we can
see that-indeed- homogenization and assimilatiore we the agenda with
policies pursued in the aftermath of the formatafrthe Turkish Republic
and that it was not an effective policy that waghse right nor realistic to

melt such a big population as Kurds although tipedieies could melt some
smaller groups as it is seen in today’s problés.

% http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk14112007.htf@4 January 2009].

“Artik insanlari tek tip, tek model, tek kultr ktelil olarak tanimlamamizin gou da olmadgini,
gercekci de olmagini bugiin goriyoruz. Yani ¢ok acik net pékilde bazi akademisyenlerin de,
siyaset bilimcilerin de, sosyologlarin da soylgdiTurkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin kurulgundan bir sire
sonra geljtirilen politikalarla aslinda bir teklgtirme politikasinin bir asimilasyon politikasinin
gindemde oldgunu, bu da bazi kiigik nifuslar eritmeye ywttiama Kirtler gibi ¢ok buyuk bir
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The criticisms were not restricted to early Repudoli Turkey; they also reflected
handicaps that Kurds come across with recent expees. For instance, prohibition
of the Kurdish language in political activity waesverely criticized:
There are dozens of politicians trialed and prowetyust because of
greeting their voters in Kurdish language duringecgbn campaigns.
Furthermore, one of the reasons for closing theqatieg party [the HADEP]
was that in a booklet published by the party, #teetw which did not exist
in the Turkish Alphabet was uséd.
The rest of the speech went on in an interesting Waanak started with a national
discourse drawing parallels between Kurds in Turkeg our “Turkish cognates in
Bulgaria”: “...So many strict bans are at issue. €hsrparallelity between the
demands to remove these [bans], and the demarws ©éirkish cognates, Turkish
siblings® in Bulgaria.® This Turkish nationalist discourse based on kimsh
relations was made use of in order to obtain legity in the eyes of the rival
political sides as a practical solution to beatapponents through their own
nationalist discourse. She also gave Bulgarian §askan example to legitimize the

right to education in Kurdish as one’s mother-tantfii After the issue of the

language rights of Kurds, kanak clarified the DTP’s attitude towards an

nufusu eritmeye yeten bir politika olmgohi, dgsru olmadg gibi gercek¢i olmagini da bugin
yasadigimiz sorunlarla gériyoruz.”

9 Same webpagé...sadece ve sadece secim mitinglerinde segmenine&inerhaba degi icin
yargilanan ve ceza alan onlarca politikaci vardtatta ve hatta gecen DTP’den bir dnceki partinin
kapatilma gerekgelerinden birisi de, bastindorostirde Turk alfabesinde yer almayan w harfinin yer
almasidir.”

% (Italicized by the author)

% Same webpagé...bu kadar kati yasaklar s6z konusudur. Bunun kafdesini talep etmekle,
Bulgaristan’daki Turk soyddarimizin, Turk kardderimizin talepleri arasinda gercekten bire bir bir
paralellik vardir.”

1% Former co-chair of the DTP Nurettin Demirtaad already brought the human rights issue of
Bulgarian Turks to the attention of the Turkish jkSeeDTP Sofya Modelistedi(DTP asked for
the Sofia Model)Milliyet, 9 November 2007. For reactions to this par&leliaim made by the
highest DTP official see Glneri Civda’'s column also in Turkish dailiilliyet on 10 November
2007.
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autonomous Kurdish region in Turkey by saying: “Roy part, and on behalf of my
party, we do not stand up for an autonomous Kurdigion; we do not want this
and do not even find it right*** This clear disapproval of ethnic/regional autonomy
was signified by the Democratic Autonomy Projecttivas adopted as tRwlitical
Stance Documeim the Second Extraordinary Congress of the D&l on 8
November 200%? and formulated with a strong emphasisdemocratic republic
rather than ethnically based federation-like madels
Our congress depicts the contemporary concepttializaof the model
“democratic autonomy” which is predicated upondha@ing of autonomy of
all diversities on matters of free self expressaod the rendering of voice to
the people in all localities protecting the intégof the country. Democratic
autonomy, also meaning democratic self-governanogsoduces the
essentials of Democratic Republfc.
It is evident that the DTP basically advocateddbeentralization of administrative
system in Turkey. Yet, the DTP’s stress on thelloalural/ethnic and thus in a
way political elements at a symbolic level canmn®uinderestimated especially when

the demands voiced in tiiEmocratic Autonomy Projeere observed:

. rather than a purely “ethnic” and “territorialbeception of autonomy,
democratic autonomy defends a regional and locattsire through which

10% http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk14112007.hff January 2009].

“...bu Ulkede de, ben kendi partim adina ve kendinadbiz, 6zerk bir Kirt bolgesi savunmuyoruz,
istemiyoruz, bunun gou olduygunu da diginmiyoruz.”

192 For more information seéttp://www.milliyet.com.tr/2007/11/08/son/sonsiyagp [04 January
2009]. “Demokratik Ozerklik Projesi” Turkiye’nin biitiin wasi ve idari yapilanmasini kapsayan,
etnik kokeni dikkate alarak di cografi yakinlgi, belki ekonomik entegrasyonu, belki suta
kapasitesini, farkli etkenleri g6z 6ninde bulundakaTirkiye'nin yirmi ya da yirmi kebdlgeye
ayrilmasini, su anda seksen bir il Gzerinden yirutilen idari yapmanin demokratik bir
katihmcilga firsat vermediini, daha ¢ok merkezi hikameti guclendiidi, yerindenlik ilkesine
uymadgini bunun ortadan kaldirimasini ve yerel ydnetiinlegliclendiriimesini esas alan bir
projedir. Asla ve asla partimiz etnik kokene dayhblgesel bir 6zerklik talebinde bulunmatm
Bdyle birseyi siyasi talep olarak da giindeme getirmgimi”

103 DTP’s Democratic Autonomy Project Available (online):
http://rastibini.blogspot.com/2008/11/dtps-demacrautonomy-project-part.html [08 April 2010].
“Kongremiz, tlke butinlgl icinde halkin yerelde s6z ve karar sahibi olmasaglayacak ve tim
farkhliklarin kendini 6zgirce ifade edebilgtedlizeyde o6zerklik kazanmasi temeline dayanan
modelin ¢gdas kavramlagtiniligini “demokratik 6zerklik” bigciminde tanimlamaktadDemokratik 6z
ydnetim anlamina gelen demokratik 6zerklik, Demidki@umhuriyet'in icinin doldurulmasidir.
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cultural differences are able to freely expressnigalves. Observance with
the “Flag” and “Official Language” are binding ftne whole territory; yet,
democratic autonomy also envisages the establishofesemocratic self-
governance by each region and autonomous unit thigir own colors and
symbols?*
As we see, regional autonomy based on ethnicitpislemanded. The DTP argued
that the project was an initiative to pave the Waydemocratic participation which
was possible by the implementation of such norndeasntralization, subsidiarity
and strengthening local administration so that theafl the country was allocated

effectively and efficiently.

National/Patriotic Sphere

When we observe the debates on the budget, thesDiA&lination to take part in
national sphere is accelerated. As | was readiagltituments of debate on the
budget, | underlined the words relating to theoral sphere in red. After a while |
noticed that the pages of the document had tumeded-dominant ones in such an
abundance that | could not have predicted. Expyassuch as3 milyon

.....

narration from the 1st plural person is often emetb in the course of the speeches

1% Demokratik Toplum Partisi'nin Kirt Sorununbiskin Demokratik Cézim Projesi, Projeya
Careseriya Demokratik A Tékildari Pirsgiréka Kurch YPartiya Civaka Demokratik, DTP -
Democratic Society Party’s Project of DemocraticluBon to the Kurdish Question, p.9
“(Demokratik Ozerklik) salt “Etnik” ve “Toprak” temél ozerklik anlaysi yerine Kkiiltiirel
farkhliklarin 6zgurce ifade edilgi bolgesel ve yerel bir yapilanmayi savunur. “Baytae “Resmi
Dil” tim “Turkiye Ulusu” icin gecerli olmakla birlkte her bélge ve 6zerk birimin kendi renkleri ve
sembolleriyle demokratik 6z yonetimini glirmasini 6ngérif DTP’s Democratic Autonomy
Projectthat was adopted in 2007 by the party congresslatasin 2008 included in the trilingual
booklet Demokratik Toplum Partisi'nin Kiirt Sorununiigkin Demokratik C6ziim Projesi, Projeya
Careseriya Demokratik A Tékildari Pirsgiréka Kurch YPartiya Civaka Demokratik, DTP -
Democratic Society Party’s Project of Democratiduion to the Kurdish Question

195 «rour] 73 million fellow citizens, our country, ownation, our national unity and integrity, our
soldiers... All the words counted here are used trpligal personye that connotes nationalist or
patriotic discourse that homogenizes will and ies¢s of all constituting mation”
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of the DTP MPs in the Planning and the Budgetarsn@assion. On some occasions
it reaches the edge of strong territogtionalismespecially in such cases as
privatization:

Saying “we will continue with structural reformsisdal discipline and

privatization.” means: Halk Bank, TEKEL, PETM°® are also waiting for

their turn to be privatized. In these days when 2B Draft is on the agenda
and the mentality that puts up shores, ports, baddnistory, mountains,
plains, and rivers for sale, the mentality to pptthe country for sale, after
five years’ sales to the foreign investor, Arabikhg, indicate how terrible it
is to make this budgef’

In a session where issues concerning institutiodsiding the State Planning
Organization (DPT), Capital Markets Committee (SFBgnking By-laws and
Supervision Committee (BDDK), Southeast Anatoliaject (GAP BKB), Turkish
Statistics Institute (TIK) and the Treasury Undersecretary, Hasip Kaplahauit
naming it directly- referred to the cost of thehtigigainst the PKK and considered it
as a cause of the budget deficit in the Turkismenoy by stating:
Mr. Deputy Prime Minister, it came to my attentibvat data are given all the
time, yet there remains one point missing. | medere has been no
emphasis on expenditures costing 300 billion dsltuwe to tragic events in
the last twenty three years that caused debt aeckftre brought about

deficit. | mean, has not this tragedy, this realty encounter, had any role in
the deficit inour*®® budget, in foreign debt&

1% Halk Bankasi, TEKEL and PETIKI are Public Economic Enterprises. For differenbesveen
their legal status see Metin Giinddglare Hukuku(Administrative Law), (Ankaraimaj Yayinevi,
2002), pp. 462-63.

197 http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk30102007.hfe# January 2009].

“Yapisal reformlar, mali disiplin ve Ozeligirmeye devam edegie.” demenin anlami: Halk
Bankasl, Tekel ve PETK 6zellgtirme icin zaten sira bekliyor. Beildir yabanci sermayeye, Arap
seyhlerine yapilan safiardan sonra 2/B tasi@anin da gundemde olgu buglnlerde kiyilart,
limanlari, képruleri, tarihi, dglari, ovalari, akarsular saja ¢ikaran mantik, vatani sgé ¢ikaran
mantik ile bakgimizda boyle bir butceyi denktemenin ne kadar korkung olgu gézukiyor.”

198 (|talicized by the author).

199 http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk20112007.hifi January 2009].

“... Sayin Babakan Yardimcim, dikkat ettim, hep veriler konutuymna bir nokta eksik. Yani, son
yirmi ¢ yilda yaadigimiz aci olaylardaki 300 milyar dolarlik giderin beari acikta borclanma
konusundaki sikintisina hi¢ vurgu yapiimadi. Ygaigekten bu aci yadigimiz bu gercek, ama, hic
mi bltcemizin acik vermesinde hi¢ mi lborclarda hic mi bunda etkisi yok...”
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Thus, Kaplan viewed the damage caused by the Kufgisestion within the
framework of the Turkish Economy and as a conserpieares about welfare of the
Turkish society as a whole. This is a crucial psimpporting the argument that the
DTP acts for Turkey as a “Party for Turkey” ratliean being restricted to the

region, its MPs were elected.

Socialist/Eqgalitarian Sphere

It is the sphere of existence that the DTP can dgstess itself on a concrete basis
due to the obvious socio-economic underdevelopmietiie eastern regions of
Turkey, especially in a huge disparity in conttasthe west. So, the party makes
numerous comments and critique on the deficit aiadgolicy and the ignorance
toward the disadvantageous parts of society frariahorer to the civil servant,
from the elderly to the disabled and from womeghidren.

During my observations on the budgetary debatesed blue to underline
the speeches relating to the Socialist Sphereseitial concerns mentioned above.
In the end, blue appeared as the main color oéiiee document. Therefore, |
only present some instances of the DTP MPs with“thlue discourse.” They
regard social and economic inequalities as thedsiggroblem of Turkey on many
occasions. In the session on the whole of the dfdafte Budget Act, Giltan
Kisanak starts her speech with a tripartite figuraneguality: “I would like to
emphasize three major inequalities. First, inequaktween the rich and poor.
Second, gender inequality. Third, inequality betwesgions. Today, these three

major inequalities are at such a problematic I&val can harm the perception of
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justice in our country.*'?n the session on the budget of the Ministry of
Agriculture, Ksanak brings the regional disparity aspect of tlzsgeal
agricultural workersissue to the stage:
Another point | would like to accent about seasanadkers is that almost all
of them are especially from East and South EastdNaaegions. And this is
related to dreadful situation in disparity of demhent between regions,
poverty in the region and generally all economid @ocial indicators in
general’!
While the DTP attached great importance and pyidoitproblems of the seasonal
agricultural workers, it explained the situationaregional socio-economic
development disparity basis rather than injustiee &n ethnic group was exposed
to. In relation to the agricultural policies, itgberred references to international
treaties and used the jargon of developmental enmso
In the same session, thei jenerisnature of the region is mentioned on two
occasions: one is ethnic, the other is regionad fbinmer is the need for the public
use of Kurdish language in such fields as agriceltanimal-farming education and
health justified completely with social and economwncerns whereas the latter is
the complaint about the loss of the “fertility ofeldbpotamia”’flezopotamya
bereket) that the region could have had under standacdimistances, but was then
neglected with wrong policies.

After this comment, the Chairman of the Commissianned Giltan

Kisanak, saying: “The name of our region is South Basitolia, not Mesopotamia.

10 http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk30102007.htf@4 January 2009].

“Ucg temel gitsizlik tizerinde durmak istiyorum. Birincisi zenigir ile yoksullar arasindakigésizlik.
Lkincisi, cinsler arasindakisgsizlik. Uguinciisii de bélgeler arasindakitsizlik. Bu ti¢ temel
esitsizlik bugiin Ulkemizdeki adalet duygusunu zeeelely boyutlarda sorun gieil edecek
dizeydedir...”

U http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk07112007.htf@4 January 2009].

“...mevsimlik jcilerle ilgili bir baska degginmek istedfim nokta da, 6zellikle mevsimligcilerin
neredeyse tamaminin pove Glneydgu Anadolu Boélgesi'nden olmasidir. Bu da bolgelexsar
gelismislik farkinin, bélgede y@anan yoksullgun ve genel olarak butiin ekonomik gdstergelerin,
sosyal gostergelerin ¢cok kot olmasiyla ilgilidir.”
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Mesopotamia is as dead as the ddddand prevented the word “Mesopotamia”
from being recorded. Kanak answers: “You can look at history books. Vée ahll
Turkey Anatolia. What is wrong with this?** The use of the historical name given
due to the well-being of a region is clearly emgldyo highlight the need for more
cautious agricultural policies that can revive pergty is not tolerated and is
perceived as political/territorial. The reply ottlhairman was ironic in the sense
that he used the historical/geographical n&matoliato describe Turkey while
trying to make a correction: “...if we speak this wase must also change the
names of some other placesdinatolia”*** Then he feels the need to correct
himself too: “Anatolia, [| mean] Turkey...” The exatemf agriculture shows us
how different spheres of existence are interlinfettinic/local, socialist, and
universal in this case) in the various expressafriee DTP members. As a

consequence, this is a strong signal for multiadsasis of the DTP agenda.

Eco-Feminist Sphere

The green sphere-as | name it- involves such thasigender issues, ranging from
violence towards women to women’s employment amdogec/environmental
concerns. Therefore, this is sphere can also beddneeco-feminissphere. In the
session on the budget of the Office of the Primeisfér and some other sub-
directories, Kg¢anak introduced the gender equality issue as trs¢ important

problem of today’s world and Turkey and later gotsvard fundamental demands:

112 same webpage. Chairman of the Budgetary Comissiuts by sayingBolgemizin adi,
Glneydgu Anadolu Bolgesi'dir, Mezopotamyagile Mezopotamya, tarihte kalgtir.”

13 Same webpagé: Tarih kitaplarina bakabilirsiniz. Anadolu da diyarumesela Tirkiye'ye,
Anadolu diyoruz. Bunda ne beiar?”

114 Same webpagé...dyle kongursak Anadolu’nun bgka yerlerine baka isimler vermemiz lazii.

54



It is necessary to consider the woman’s issue @diay of gender equality
differentiating it from a mere social work issueertde, instead of its current
status that regards it as a small part in a warking all social work bodies
under a Ministry of State, it is also necessartal@® measures and make By-
laws to found a Ministry of Equality, to provide man with the status she
deserves in all fields and stages of life as a &ne@ equal individual in this
society**®

She also proposes a strengthening of the local amesiins for preventing violence
towards women:
| do not think that Violence toward Women Watch Qoittee, a centralized
committee comprising high bureaucrats in Ankarapoliticians, will be
sufficient in solving the problem. This is why, leace watch committees in
the local level, say, in provinces must be uncoowigly founded and this
non-governmental organization must be includedhémt:*°
In the session on the budget of the Ministry of fggeand Natural Resources, the
DTP voiced its green tone by opposing the estatistt of a nuclear power station
in Turkey with ecologist concerns. Hasip Kaplan bagzed the significance of
30,000 points in the wind-map of Turkey as a paédalternative source of energy
and criticized the government for its attemptsrfoclear energy by stating:
These days Europe has abandoned nuclear powenstadVhy set up power
stations that have been second, third class anthdedt in Europe in the

most beautiful parts ahy*'’ country, likeigneada on the Bulgarian border,
Cudi on the Iraqgi border, Akkuyu, Firtina Deresir8an? Why do we laze

15 http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk31102007.htf@4 January 2009].

“...kadin konusunu bir sosyal hizmet konusu olmakt&artarak bir cinsiyet gtligi politikasi
olarak ele almak ve bu nedenle geandaki stattisii yerine bir Devlet Bakgmha bazli biitiin sosyal
hizmet kurumlarini birlgiren bir ¢calismanin icerisinde kiiciik bir parca olarak ele almakiye bir
esitlik bakanlginin kurulmasi ve kadinin bu toplumun 6zguit, leir bireyi olarak bu toplumda hak
ettigi, hayatin her alaninda, her kademesinde halgieytere kavgabilmesi icin gerekli dnlemleri
almak, diizenlemeleri yapmak gerekiyor.”

1% same webpagé...kadina yoneliksiddeti izleme komitesinin de Ankara’da merkezi glildiizeyli
bir burokratlarin katildgi bir komitenin ya da siyasi gorevlilerin katifgi bir komitenin sorunu
yeterince ¢ozmekte yeterli olabilgt@ disinmiyorum. Bu nedenle, mutlaka illerde yerelidiglet

izleme komitelerinin kurulmasi ve bu komitelereil steplum &rgutlerinin de dahil edilmesi
gerekiyor.”

17When he saysy country(iilkem) he meansur country One can easily see that DTP deputies do
not miss any opportunity to emphasize their patristance which is not solely restricted to the
Kurdish identity but to the entir@ation of Turkeyas they name i(Turkiyelilik). The places
vulnerable to negative effects of nuclear energynted by Kaplan are mostly non-Kurdish regions
of Turkey like Thraciarigneada, Mediterranian Akkuyu and Firtina Valley lod Black Sea region.
Out of four, only Cudi is from South East Turkeyqiah is pre-dominantly Kurdish.
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around while we have good and distinctive soursesmany opportunities
that do not pollute the environmeht?

This statement by Kaplan also proves the interseaticharacter of the spheres |
have defined: DTBirnak Deputy Hasip Kaplan mentions the problemsdauot
only by the East, but also courgneada, Akkuyu, Samsun as the “most beautiful
parts of my country” and therefore representedritexsection of the national and
the green spheres.

Global/Universal Sphere

The Universal/Global Sphere is the most complexamdinuously produced sphere
of existence. It includes economic, political, le@ad ideal values and norms and is
continuously formulated with one or the other & tbur spheres. As for the DTP, it
seems that the party functions best with the legabrtunities this sphere provides
for it. The moral power of universal legal normpedally human rights and of the
new approaches to security namely “human secuoipgrates for the sake of DTP
like the vessels of a body. Therefore, one wilirefly come across a widely-used
jargon of International Law with the discourse afuersal human rights and
international organizations as legitimating of cdeterminants of the party’s
reflection. What | can do here is not present tisisal tendency of the party in

numerous examples but, rather give a striking one.

18 hitp://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk06112007.hifi January 2009].

“... Avrupa’nin terk et§i nikleer enerji santrallerine buginlerde Avrupainkinci, G¢iinct model
durumuna dgmis, atil kalmy enerji santrallerini Ulkemin en guzelim yerlerin®ulgaristan
sininndalgneada’ya, Irak sinirinda Cudi'ye, Akkuyu'ya, Fidideresine -Samsun’a,...Bunca giizel,
0zel kaynaklarimizin olguw cevreyi kirletmeyen konularda imkénlarimiz vark@re bunun kolayina
kaciyoruz...”
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In the session on the Ministry of Justice, the Hghurts and some other
institutions, Kaplan gave some information aboatrak of torture and maltreatment
in F-type jails and then brings one of the mostiaersial matters to the attention
of public by stating:

I want to ask if it is possible to have a legaltsgs arranged exclusively for a

person. If it is not so, why is there a jail forlypoene person ofimrali, and

why are lawyers that visit thenrali Prison bodily searched being undressed
completely and attacked while leaving thét.
Even on such a taboo, Kaplan had certain demands Be used the language of
universality under the name of general principélgaw and was able to criticize the
extraordinary situation of Abdullah Ocalan withaaming him explicitly.

Kaplan also made such demands as the change siystean of Turkish
judges’ nomination to the European Court of Humaghi® and emphasized the
vitality of merits, of the independence and neityalf jurisdiction and of a much
bigger budgetary share for the jurisdiction. Hedrio reinforce his argument on the
necessity to increase the share of the jurisdigtidhe budget by using the words of
“national honor”:

It is time for an honorable start, a take off arfthdl this budget inadequate.

| think it should be increased at least 100 timEss is necessary for 73

million people, for the honor of this country, falt of us.**°
There was also a critical view of the party congegrihe fifth sphere especially its

“globalization” dimension. In the session on thenidiries of Health and of Culture

and Tourism, Kaplan said:

19 http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk08112007.hff January 2009].

“...kisiye bir 6zel hukuk olur mu, bunu sorgem? Eser olmuyorsa, nedeidmralida tek kjilik
cezaevi,/mrali'da tek kjilik cezaevi yonetmeli var ve Imral'ya giden avukatlar cirilgiplak
soyundurularak aramadan geciriliyor ve cikarkensdédiriya grayabiliyorlar...”

120 same webpage’...onurlu bir cikiy, bir kalkiy yapmanin zamanidir ve ben bu biitceyi az
buluyorum. En az yuzde 100 artiriimasi gerekir diizgginiyorum. Bu, 73 milyon icin, tlkenin onuru
icin, hepimiz icin gereklidir...”
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...a song by one of our well-beloved artists is urdaézed. For instance, the
songSikidimby Tarkan is available almost in every languagg, dn artist
that is a Turkish citizen cannot have a copyrighthe song that is released
in every languagé®*
Kaplan suggested that the local and the nationalgiedalized and becoming
universalthen. He also stated that along with the fact ¢héitire-arts was also a
global sector, the protection of the loyaltiesha taborers of this sector could be
protected with measures on national and globaésaatd that the Ministry was
responsible for taking these measures. In this, ¢hsdifth sphere intersected with
the local, national and the social. Consequerttly fifth sphere did not imply an

independent entity; it rather functioned as cenr@etconnecting the remaining

four.

Public Discourse of the DTP Elites

This section builds on open-ended in-depth intevwigth semi-structured questions
conducted with DTP elites both in higher officesl gnassroots organization. The
former include party co-chair and Mardin deputy Adiritrk, Mw deputy Sirri
Sakik, and Istanbul deputy Sebahat Tuncel, co-slwhilstanbul party organization
Mustafa Avcl and (@dem Kiliggiin Ucar. As for the latter, namely thaggroots
organization in the Esenyurt district of Istankmd;chairs Metin Sanin aritkay
Ozkan Kartal and party official Mehmet Hanefi Kayare interviewed.

My access to grassroots officials was not diffiatlall since | had relatives

living in Esenyurt. One of them, a sympathizer ad-gurdish parties, traditionally

2L http://www.tbmm.gov.tr/butce/2008/pbk19112007.htf@4 January 2009].

“...bizim cok dgerli bir sanatcimizin bir tirkisi, bisarkisi dilnyada evrensefigor. Ornegin,
Tarkan'in “Sikidim” sarkisini her dilde dinlersiniz, ama her dilde ydgman ogarkinin telif hakkini
Tuarkiye Cumhuriyeti vatandabir sanatci takip edip alma hakkini, hukukunuasapyor...”
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functioned as aponsorin Hammersley and Atkinson’s words for me to nteet
party official Mehmet Hanefi Kaya and by this me&mgs able to penetrate into
the field so much as to interview several othemppeoanging from co-chairs to
voters*?? In addition to local officials, it was not so déffilt either to reach urban
authorities, namely the co-chairs of Istanbul dredgarliamentarians. Their quest to
be “understood” made it easier for me to condudhake interviews in a period of a
few weeks. The overall picture of the elite dissguof the Democratic Society
Party presents a critical point which aims to aghigs “transformation” into a

“Party for Turkey’quaKurd instead of being “Turkified”.

Turkey-ficationinstead ofT urkification

When | interviewed Ahmet Turk, the then former ¢@ic and Mardin MP of the
DTP, politically banned after the closure of thetpahe had just been attacked
provocatively by a Turkish nationalist in frontafourt in Samsun where a case
about local unrest in Muhad been transferred. Turk seemed to be quiteatdlef
this event, emphasizing its provocative naturerdythe interview. He insisted on a
“mental revolution” implying a dialogue-based pigltl culture where differences
can best express themselves freely. He answereguastion: “What are the biggest
problems in Turkey?” as follows:
...a perspective change, a mental revolution is sacgsLegal amendments
do not work. The internalization of cultural diféerces is necessary. The

people of a geography that has flourished on Aratchnd Mesopotamian
cultures should have a mentality to acknowledge'tHi

122 Martyn Hammersley and Paul Atkinsdfthnography: Principles in Practic&rd edn, (London:
Routlegde, 2007).

123 Ahmet Tirk, interview by the author, tape recogiiminkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.
“...sorunlara balgin desismesine, bir zihniyet devrimine ihtiyac¢ var Yasaladesismesi ile birsey
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(Ahmet Turk, Age: 68-DTP co-chair, Mardin deputy)
The “mental revolution” that Turk mentioned may Bamplications about whether
being an ethnic or broadly-based party in thatviesy suggests recognition of
differences in the society. Among these differenedinic identities are supposed to
be meant first. In this regard, recognition of Kngdish identity is often demanded
by DTP elites. On the other hand, they express #mebition to be part of the socio-
political processes taking place in Turkey. In otlverds, they want to be “Turkey-
fied” not “Turkified,” meaning they want to coexmsith the greater society in
Turkey and thus prefer neither being an ethnica#iged entity nor assimilated to
Turkish ethnicity:
Turkey-fication is a very broad term. When we sayrkey-fication’, we
assess it as acceptance [recognition] of diffeidentities. However, a
certain mentality perceives and wants to see Tuficayion as Turkification.
Therefore, we are not considered a ‘Party for Tyrkecause we are not
Turkified.***
(Ahmet Turk, Age: 68-DTP co-chaitardin deputy)
| met Istanbul deputy Sebahat Tuncel at a fempasiel at Bdazici University in
Istanbul. In the panel, titled “Militarizm ve KadirY 6nelikSiddet” (Militarism and
Violence towards Woman), Tuncel was one of the |jistseas a BDP MP among
other feminist activists including a member of BieP Party Assembly, Attorney at
Law Eren Keskin, who is famous for founding an asson that struggles against
sexual harassment under detention. Tuncel basesphech mostly on the relation

between war and violence towards women. She @dtitthe manner taken towards

women especially during wartime and put accentherharder situation for Kurdish

saglanmiyor. Kulturel farkiliklarin i¢sellgirilmesi gerek. Anadolu ve Mezopotamya kiltirUriinzie
yesermis bir cografyanin insanlarinin bunu kabullenecek bir mgatsahip olmasi gerek

124 Ahmet Tiirk, interview by the author, tape recoggiAnkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Cok geng bir kavram Turkiyelilgmek. ‘Turkiyelilgmek’ dedgimiz zaman farkli kultirlerin farkli
kimliklerin kabulu anlaminda gerlendiririz. Belli bir zihniyet ise Turkiyeligneyi Turklemek
olarak algiliyor ve gekilde gérmek istiyotiste Turklemedgimiz icin Turkiye partisi sayllmiyoruz.
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women due to being victimized both as women andiKufhen she offered some
solutions to this problem exemplifying it by the@rliamentary attempts, like
making enquiries about increasing the number of @ashelters and their
rehabilitation. After the panel, she gave me atshair beneficial interview which
centered on the very question of being a Party twkey. Her attitude was clearly
in favor of being a “Party for Turkey,” meaningtiave a broadly-based, multi-issue
agenda which did not exclude the problems of thigperal groups:
To be a ‘Party for Turkey’ does not mean that ourKish friends [ethnic
Turks] are with us [the DTP]. To produce soluticlmsthe problems of
Turkey... Social, political, and ecological problemd=ar instancewe can
be a Party for Turkey qua KurdVe can also be a Party for Turkey only
consisting of Kurds. | mean, there isn't any oblstduefore this.We can
solve the problems of Turkéy[as a party] with the support of several
groups: Socialists, feminists, ecologists, anatshisl mean we are assertive
for this1?®
(Sebahat Tuncel, Age: 34-Istanbul deputy)
Istanbul co-chair Ucar points out to the criterafrthe Turkiyelilesme(Turkey-
fication). According to her, the DTP’s Turkey-ficat vision is a long-term attempt
that has been planned and prepared by its predesessce the second half of the
1990s. She also argues that a concept cannotveitisiut the criteria determining it
and for her the criterion for Turkey-fication isigjgling for the democratization of
Turkey:
There is no other party that struggles for the dgat@ation of Turkey as
much [as the DTP]. The criterion for Turkey-ficatits this [democratization
of Turkey]. There is no better criterion than tids Turkey-fication of a

party. (...) [Pro-Kurdish parties] has further intalimed politics after [the
year] 95. | shall give the example of Bakirkdy DAEministration in 99,

125 Emphases belong to the author of the thesis.

126 sebahat Tuncel, interview by the author, taperdéng, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 March 2010.
“Turkiye partisi olmak, Turk arkaddarimizin bizimle birlikte olmasi anlamina gelmiydrirkiye
sorunlarina, Turkiye'de yanan toplumsal sorunlara, siyasal sorunlara, ekidlgorunlara ¢dzim
Uretmek... Mesela biz bir Kurt olarak da Turkiye [mrblabiliriz. Sadece Kirtlerden afan bir
parti olarak da Turkiye partisi olabiliriz. Yani lmun bir engeli yok. Sosyalistler, Feministler,
Ekolojistler, Anagistler bir ¢cok kesimin destekledibir sey olarak Turkiye sorunlarini ¢dzebiliriz.
Yani bu iddiamiz vat.
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2000, 2001, and 2002: Kurd, Laz, Alevi, Armeniand a'urk were next to
each other. What is the criterion for Turkey-ficat? What determines to
what extent other parties in Turkey have been Tyfles 7’

(Cgdem Kiligglin Ucar, Age: 32-DTP Istanbul Organizatam-chair)

The widespread discourse of “Turkey-fication” iR tATP circles offers a huge
“project” rather than a mere concept. The mainardsehind the emergence of this
project is claimed to be the failure of the prengdoro-Kurdish parties which
underestimated the changes of the world order fauglilecame boxed in the narrow
domain of regional/ethnic presentation. Istanbutkair and founding member of
the party, Avcl, also a former Secretary GenerdahefKESK (Public Servants
Syndicate), elaborates this process and admitshtedd TP could not succeed in this
project:

This party set out to work as a Turkey Project.dBefthis party, there were
already many parties of the same political traditibhere were HADEP and
DEHAP. They were introduced as regional partiesdigln parties, but they
failed. Therefore, the DTP emerged as a self-catigpf the preceding
tradition. Technology has changed, the world hasghd and capital knows
no boundaries. The socialist block and socialismehzeen dismantled. We
determined that a mentality that preserves its Bates and seeks freedom
within these boundaries is no longer possible m ¢ivcumstances of our
time. Kurds had to give up demanding freedom imavarboundaries. Why?
Because, now if Kurds desirefd] a democratic solution, they must
obviously know that the [Kurdish] problem can neitlbe solved only with
Kurds nor only with Turks or the Turkish Republiten, it was essential to
extend to a scope that would go beyond Kurds. Toerethe DTP emerged
as a Turkey Project but to be frank we could nalize this goat?®

127 cigdem Kiliggiin Ucar, interview by the author, tapeoreling, Istanbul, Turkey, 16 March 2010.

“Turkiye'nin demokratiklamesi icin bu kadar mucadele veren skea bir parti yoktur.
Tirkiyelilesmenin 6lclist de budur. Bundangska bir partinin Tirkiyelilgmesinin daha iyi bir
Olclsl yoktur.(...) 95 sonrasi siyaseti daha cok gahmitir. 99-2000-2001-2002 Bakirkdy DTP
[she means DEHAPYyo6netimimizdensunu oérnek veriyim: Kirt, Laz, Alevi, Ermeni, Tirkny
yanaydi. Nedir Turkiyelilgnenin élgisu? Turkiye'dekighr partilerin ne derece Turkiyelijgklerini
belirleyen nedir?

128 Since the Kurdish problem in Turkey still remaimsresolved, it is likely that DTP Istanbul co-
chair Mustafa Avci prefers using the present tecmdtrary to the past language prevalent in his
comment.

129 Mustafa Avcl, interview by the author, tape redogd Istanbul, Turkey, 16 March 2010.

“Bu parti bir Turkiye Projesi olarak ¢agimalarina baladi. Bu partiden énce de ayni siyasi gegine
pek cok partisi vardi. HADEP vardi, DEHAP vardir Bidlge partisi olarak lanse edildiler, Kirt
partisi olarak lanse edildiler. Ancak karili olamadilar. Iste DTP, bundan énceki gelgfie bir
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(Mustafa Avcl, Age: 54-DTP Istanbul Organizationatair)

Avcli concludes his remarks on Turkey-fication watiother definition for the
above-mentioned project: “Turkey-fication is thejerct of adoption of all the
problems that have not been solved in Turkey."dditgon, Ucar gives a similar
definition of Turkiyelilessme According to her, it is the state of being inatempt

to “grip all the social, political, economic probis of Turkey.” As we have seen,
the DTP elites shared a common point of view reiggrdiurkey-fication
(Tarkiyelilesmé in that it is a significant project to be reatizand that they strongly
opposed “Turkification” which they thought threagelnKurds and other identities

and thus endangered democracy in Turk&4oreover, they all presented a multi-

Ozelatirisi olarak ortaya cikti. Teknoloji d&sti, dinya dgisti ve sermaye sinir tanimiyor. Sosyalist
blok ve sosyalizm darmagia oldu. Sinirlarini muhafaza eden ve bu sinirigersinde 6zgurluk
arayan bir anlaygin artik ginimuiz kaollarinda ¢cok da olanakl olmaghinin tespitine ulgmistik.
Kurtlerin dar sinirlar iginde 6zgurluk talep etmekt vazgegmeleri gerekmekteydi. Neden? Cunki
artik Kirtler demokratik bir ¢éziim arzu ediyorlarsgunu net olarak bilmeliler, sorun sadece
Kurtlerle desil; sadece Turklerle d&l; sadece Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Devleti ile ¢ozilem® zaman
Kdirtleri agan bir kapsam ihtiva etmek zorunlu idi. Bu ylzddrPDbir Tirkiye Projesi olarak ortaya
cikti ama acikcasi bu hedefimizesalmadik’

130 «Tyrkification” is a sociological term used to ifypassimilationist state policies directed towards
and as a result social, cultural and economic msE®experienced by different ethnic groups other
than the Turkish ethnicity. The formative yearstod Turkish Republic demonstrate how the harsh
conditions Turkification policies would be espelyiafor Kurds. What makes the Turkification
process most alarming for the existence of the khrddentity is more evident in the centrally-
conducted, systematic state-policies towards regieith big Kurdish populationsahin mentions
the 1927 East Reform Plafafk Islahat Plan) that gave birth to Martial Law in Kurdish regions
until they were ‘thoroughly reformed’. It also ordd public services and the courts in the region to
be de-Kurdified, Kurdish immigrants located on tleemer-Armenian areas to be deported and
Turkish immigrants to be situated there, languagkser than Turkish to be prohibited, in the regions
that are under the ‘threat of Kurdification’ suck llalatya, Ela®, Diyarbakir, Bitlis, Van, M,
Urfa, Ergani, Hozat, Cenliezek, Ovacik, Hekimhan, the ones who speak Kurdighe City Hall,
schools and bazaars to be punished,...speaking Kutdibe definitely prohibited in the regions to
the west of the Euphrates. See Ba§ednin, Tlrkiye'nin AB Uyum Sireci Baminda Kirt Sorunu:
Acilimlar ve Sinirlay in Turkiye'de Cgunluk ve Azinlik Politikalari: AB Sirecinde Yusttk
Tartismalari, Ayhan Kaya, Turgut Tarhanli, TESEV, 2005, p.106r &aualitative field analysis on
minorities’ encounter with Turkification, See Suaydin, “Azinlik Kavraminaiceriden Bakmak”,
Tuarkiye'de Cgunluk ve Azinlik Politikalari: AB Sirecinde Yustte Tartismalari (der. Ayhan Kaya
ve Turgut Tarhanli), TESEV 2005. Evaluation of Tifidation is also carried out with respect to
homogenization of the nation by economic meanspiesegarding non-Muslim minorities rather
than Kurds, this literature show that Turkificatiena process that was debutantly designed for all
different groups living in Turkey but then inclinedore towards assimilating Muslim minorities
primarily Kurds not non-Muslims since they wereasdpd so ‘different’ as foreigners. For a typical
example of the literature on non-Muslims, Turkifioa of the economy and homogenization
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issue agenda including a broad range of probleoms fdentity to socio-economic
inequalities, ecology to gender issues. This faengthened the DTP’s message to
the public to have a broad-based character anddidusot fit into the ethnic party

definition with regard to the criteria of the pastynessage to the voter.

Quota Problem as an Obstacle to Carry out the &rofel urkey-fication

The Turkey-fication Project was adopted by the [pbRticians as a new initiative
with the deepening influences of globalization aleoTurkey. However, despite its
being a new project, there was something older vivould also hinder its success.
This was the 10 percent nation-wide threshold,teonal quota in general elections
which had prevented the pro-Kurdish parties froneeng the Turkish Grand
National Assembly (TBMM) unless they entered inecgon alliances with bigger
parties like the SHP (Social Democrat Populistypamtil the DTP members chose
to be independent candidates in order not to hapged by the 10 percent quota in
2007 General Elections. Turk puts forward the qastane of the obstacles to their
Turkey-fication Project:
There are big obstacles before us regarding oukelfication Project.
What is one of them? The 10 percent [election] guSince there is such a
guota, you have to join the elections with indemamdcandidates and thus
you have to narrowly side with groups that makemafits for liberation of a
certain culture. And in this case, it seems aif were a Kurdish party in
the eye of some. However, if we hadn’'t had an aestike 10 percent
guota, we could have had the opportunity to makeider mass party by

transferring 35-40 percent Turkish democratic p@ater this party but we

are face to face with a logic that tries to prevent Turkey-fication

Project’!

policies see Ayhan Aktavarlik Vergisi ve Turklgirme Politikalar (Istanbul:iletisim Yayinlart,
2000).

131 Ahmet Tiirk, interview by the author, tape recoggiAnkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Turkiyelilesme projemizi ygama gecirme konusunda 6niimiizde buyiik engelleBualardan biri
nedir? Yuzde 10 baraji. Bu baraj olluicin siz bgimsiz adaylarla secime girmek zorundasiniz ve
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(Ahmet Turkgé& 68-DTP co-chair, Mardin deputy)
Tirk continues his statement by analyzing the histbbackground and the
rationale behind the threshold whereassMaputy Sakik goes one step further to
extend the target of the quota not only to Kurdisabso to “Turkish democratic
powers”:

The pro-status quo mentality and founding eliteshef Republic consider
themselves the owners of the Republic. That's whgythave always
assumed different identities and cultures dangewitis a mentality “we
created the Republic, we are its owners and we puitect it.” Especially
because they see the Kurdish people with a 40amilpopulation in the
Middle East as potential threat, they try to fix#tteir societies in a certain
point and continuously with nationalist discourdiesy ask their societies to
build barriers before our demands for rights aegédoms>?

(Ahmet Turk, &g8, DTP co-chair, Mardin deputy)

We can’t pass over the quota by ourselves. It Mmaonis that quotas were
arranged to exclude Kurds from the parliament.(..g kvake this proposal
not only for ourselves, but also for union of Twtkidemocratic powers
because in any case we have the chance to entpath@ment numbering
around 30 [seats]. But if the quota is abolished,c&n unite with Turkish
democratic powers and bring a new accelerationuirki$h politics while in

greater number and thus play the role of major epijom party. We stand up
for Turkish democratic powers. Only this union ceamocratize and liberate
Turkey. (...) We have 20 seats in the parliaments&e that with these 20
seats we do what current major opposition partg [EHP] cannot. We can
contribute to democracy of Turkey with a strong agfficient major

opposition-3

sonu¢ olarak burada emek veren belli bir kiltiriipg@rlemesini isteyen ve bu konuda caba
gOsteren kesimlerle dar tutmak, birlikte harekenek zorunda kaliyorsunuz. Ve bu durumda da
birilerinin gdziinde sanki bir Kirt partisi olarakdgiiniiyorsunuz. Oysa ki bugun éniimuzde yizde 10
gibi bir baraj engeli olmasaydi biz bu partiye y&za5-40 Tirkiye demokrasi guglerinisiparak
daha geni bir kitle partisini olyturmak sansina sahip olurduk ama yiuzde 10 barajiyla
Turkiyelilesme projemizi engellemeye galn bir mantikla kay karsiyayiz”

132 Ahmet Tirk, interview by the author, tape recogdiAnkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Statiikocu anlayive cumhuriteyi kuran seckin ve elit [sic] kesimtendilerini cumhuriyetin sahibi
olarak gordukleri icin “Cumhuriyeti biz yarattik, utnhuriyetin sahibi biziz; biz koruyaga.”
mantgiyla hep farkh kimlikleri, kltarleri bir tehklikesaymy. Ozellikle Ortadguda 40 milyon
nifusa sahip Kirt halkini potansiyel tehlike godaiikden surekli milliyetci séylemlerle kendi
toplumlarini belli bir noktada tutmaya calyorlar ve bizim hak ve 6zgurlik taleplerimiz jarnda
set olyturmalarini istiyorlar”

133 Sirm1 Sakik, interview by the author, tape recogdiAnkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Barajl asamiyoruz tek bamiza. Barajlarin Tiirk Demokrasi Guiclerine ve Kérih parlamentoya
girmemeleri icin konuldgu cok aikar bir sey.(...)Bu 6nerimizi sadece kendimiz icirgiti@& trkiye
Demokrasi Guglerinin birffi icin yapiyoruz c¢inkl biz herhalukarda 30 civaandir say ile
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(Sirr Sakik, Age: 53ugvtieputy)
Sakik’s statement reveals an interesting point ethmufunction of the quota as an
obstacle to democratic forces in Turkey regardiédkeir ethnicity. He considers
the quota problem within a broader framework thestadibes the characteristics of
the anti-democratic regime in Turkey. Furthermbejntroduces the reduction of
the threshold as prescription to the lack of majgwosition backed up by

democratic forces in Turkey.

A ‘Party for Turkey’ by Kurds

As was evaluated in earlier sections of this chrapite DTP’s parliamentary
contributions and its By-laws proved that the DT&wot an ethnic party, rather it
presented itself as a broadly-based party or “Hartyurkey” in our case. The
discourse of the DTP elites undoubtedly reinforttesl fact. Nevertheless, public
opinion in Turkey was heavily occupied by the adlégthnic nature of the DTP.
Therefore, | felt the necessity to address the gemBstion to its elites: “Is the DTP
an ethnic party?” although | had already invesgdat via different questions. Since
this question had been too often asked to theng,gbemed to be ready to answer it
and thus gave me sudden and clear responses wathpuiesitation. The answer
was as common as a motto among all of them: “Weaatan ethnic party!”

We are a Party for Turkey because we struggle dothér liberation of

Kurdish and Turkish peoples but we are also a p#rt has an aim

regarding the realization of Kurds’ increasing dadsaabsolutely.(...) We
are a Party for Turkey but also assertive for deifeg the rights of peoples.

parlamentoya girmeansimiz var ama baraj kalkarsa Turk Demokrasi Giigle birlik olur ve daha
genk bir sayida Turk siyasetine yeni bir ivme kazankiliaz ve ana muhalefet partisinin rolunu
Ustlenebiliriz. Biz Turk Demokrasi Guglerinin bini savunuyoruz. Bu birlik ancak Turkiye'yi
demokratikletirebilir, 6zgurlestirebilir. (...) 20 kisi ile parlamentodayiz ve 20 skfle emin olun
mevcut ana muhalefet partisinin yapamgadi yapiyoruz. Turkiye demokrasisine giicli ve viehin
anamuhalefet ile katkida bulunabiliriz.
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This is the demand of 20 million [Kurds in Turkeygt we are a Party for
Turkey because we want to solve this demand [Skdd,problem within the
integrity of Turkey™**

(Ahmet Turkgé& 68, DTP co-chair, Mardin deputy)

[The DTP] is a Party for Turkey which defends rgybf Kurds on the most
accurate basis. Not ethnic... | don't find the coniep ‘Kurdish party’
suitable for this party because we perceive thallstrProblem not as ethnic
problem but fundamentally a democracy probfém.

(@dem Kiliggiin Ucar, Age: 32-DTP Istanbul Organizatem-chair)

Although DTP elites put great emphasis on that these not an ethnic party, they
argued that their attempts to promote “freedom péaple” did not necessarily
make them an ethnic party. To the contrary, theudint not to support the struggle
for freedom of a people distances a party fromdpaifiParty for Turkey.” Hence,
some DTP elites regarded themselves as true Rarfyufkey compared to others,
especially the CHP and MHP:

S.T.: In the parliament, there are several polifpzaties that are not Parties
for Turkey. For instance, the CHP is not a PartyTarkey. The MHP is not
a Party for Turkey.

S.K.: Why not?

S.T.: Because, actually those who deny 20 milliamds in Turkey and their
rights and freedoms and who have no solution pt®jéenean even the AKP
is not [a Party for Turkey] at all. In fact, a Bafor Turkey is one that has a
solution perspective for the problems of all segmesft the society like
Turks, Kurds, Laz, Circassians, and Aleii%,

134 Ahmet Tiirk, interview by the author, tape recoggiAnkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Kart ve Turk halkinin daha 6zgustaesinin micadelesini vegiiniz icin biz Turkiye partisiyiz ama
Kdartlerin yogunlasan taleplerinin mutlaka gercelggriimesi konusunda bir amaci olan bir partiyiz.
(...) Bir Turkiye partiyisiz ama halklarin haklarisavunmak konusunda da iddiali bir partiyiz. 20
milyonun [Kurds in Turkey] talebi bu; fakat biz bwalebi, bu sorunu Turkiye'nin butlrdl
icerisinde ¢6zmek istegiimiz icin bir Turkiye partisiyiZ.

135 Cigdem Kilicgiin Ucar, interview by the author, tapeoreling, Istanbul, Turkey, 16 March 2010.
“[DTP] Krtlerin hakkini en déru temelde savunan Turkiye partisidir. EtniksdeKurt partisi
tanimlamasini bu partiye ygkramiyorum ¢inki biz Kiirt sorunun etnik bir sodegil temelinde

bir demokrasi sorunu oldiu algilamasi i¢indeyiz.

136 Sebahat Tuncel, interview by the author, taperdéng, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 March 2010.

“S.T.: Turkiye partisi olmayan cok parti var parlameda. Orngin CHP bir Turkiye partisi dgil.
MHP bir Turkiye partisi dgil.

S.K.: Neden?

S.T.: CUnku onlar aslinda Turkiye'de sggan 20 milyon Kird'i yok sayan, Kirtlerin hak ve
6zgurluklerini yok sayan ve bir ¢o6zim projesi olamay. Hatta AKP de dahil yok yani... Aslinda
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(Sebahat Tuncel, Age: 34-Istanbul dgput

Some suppose that we are a nationalist party hlee[Turkish Nationalist]

MHP. But, we are not. (...) Even if the [Iraqi] Kig attack the identity of

Turks in Kirkuk, we defend the difference and valwé those Turks. Crude

nationalism is different from defending culturef3.

(Ahmet Turk, &g8, DTP co-chair, Mardin deputy)

The DTP elites clearly voiced their intention ofrigea “Party for Turkey” while
still tending towards identity politics based oriteral rights and the recognition of
the Kurdish identity as a major agenda item anslwas a continuity from
predecessors of the DTP to the BDP. As a res@tiviRs and officials of the DTP
including even those politically banned, namely Amirk used “present”
language not “past” although the DTP was closdteatime of the interviews.
Thus, the internalization of the closure of thalifical parties possibly drove the
legal Kurdish movement into a crisis between teadeavor for Turkey-fication by
legal means on one side and being prohibited dbeitay “different” from the
mainstream political regime in Turkey on the othdis crisis of the pro-Kurdish
parties is present in the statement of Sakik, wkbfjed their ethnic sensitivities
and ethnicity-based priorities by stressing itsgerariness and being a reactionary
yet peaceful attitude towards denial policy of stete. In the final analysis, he put
accent on their not ignoring various problems ofkeéy other than the Kurdish
Question in addition to pursuing identity politics:

We have the right to pursue identity politics. liradentity had not been

rejected and denied, it might have been arguedvileatlidn’'t have such a
right, but now we have this right. What we do idimeely not Kurdish

Tirkiye partisi Tark, Kirt, Laz, Cerkes, Alevi biittoplumsal kesimlerin sorunlarina bir ¢ézim
perspektifi olan bir partidir’

137 Ahmet Tiirk, interview by the author, tape recoggiAnkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Bazilar bizim MHP gibi milliyetci bir parti oldgumuzu saniyor. Ama gitiz.(...) Kerkikte bile
Kurtler Turklerin kimlgine saldirir ise O turkun farklgini dezerlerini savunuruz kaba milliyetcilik
baska bir sey kulttrt sahiplenmek farkli biey”
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nationalism. Nationalism does not flourish in owdk, but our right to
identity politics derives from the denial of oueittity. While we pursue this
identity politics, we don’t turn our back on maimoplems of Turkey. We
perceive them as our own problems. Yes, for ingamcta period of three
years the Kurdish identity has been on the agendee,nbut we also put
other problems on the agenda. We have such agablitadition; we make
mention of coexistence. This coexistence is caraetlby adopting other
problems but struggling for identity is also ourshdemocratic right>®
(Sirn Sakik, Age: 53, Mieputy)

Sakik’s words reveal a paradoxical situation. Téiele to be broadly-based to
lessen the degree of ethnicity labeled on theitipal line. Yet they are repeatedly
referred to as an ethnicity-based party; even somestas a Kurdishationalist
party, which is usually used with references todshsecessionisiNaturally, this
inability to convince the public about what theg aot makes the pro-Kurdish legal
domain squeezed. At that point it should be keptiimd that the pro-Kurdish
parties’ tradition did not dramatically move awagrh the Kurdish nationalist
movement in a sharp manner historically or disaetgi Yet, later actors of the pro-
Kurdish legal movement sided more with broadly-bigserspective instead of a
nationalist discourse and praxis. Accordingly, iemglayed a key role in the
incomplete project of being non-ethnic. For insegribe DTP elites have some
complaints about denial of their attempts to b@arty for Turkey” especially via
the media. These manipulations of the social aritigad world by reproducing

exaggerated, or underestimated if not totally distbimages of the policy agenda

18gm Sakik, interview by the author, tape recogdifinkara, Turkey, 18 April 2010.

“Kimligimiz Gzerinden siyaset yapma hakkimiz var. Kimiz red ve inkar edilmeseydi boéyle bir
hakkimizin olmagh savunulabilirdi ancaksu anda bu hakkimiz var. Bizim yapiniz bir Kirt
milliyetciligi asla deil. Milliyetgilik bizim bedenimizde filizlenmez amamlik siyaseti yapma
hakkimiz kimffimizin reddedilmesinden kaynaklaniyor. Biz bu Wrslyasetini yaparken Turkiye'nin
temel sorunlarina sirt gevirmiyoruz. Onlari da kesdrunlarimiz olarak algiliyoruz. Evet mesela 3
yillik sire icersinde Kirt kimgi diger sorunlardan daha fazla giindeme getmiama biz dger
sorunlari da gindeme getiriyoruz. Boyle bir siyagmlengimiz var; ortak birlikte yaamdan
bahsediyoruz. Bu ortakfma dger sorunlara sahip ¢ikarak yapilir ama kigith mucadelesini
strdirmek de en demokratik hakkimiz.
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of the DTP are introduced as a key point that & their chance to be a “Party for
Turkey” negatively:

The problems of Turkey are many, but as a mafteoorse we are a party
that is perceived rather with the Kurdish Questibn.Turkey, there is a
media embargo on the other [than the Kurdish isueyjs we do. There are
things [bias, double-standard?] against us by ys&em. | mean, we insisted
on matters that we contemplated and approved. i$las the same time our
responsibility not only to Kurds but also to thetien society of Turkey
because the peoplef Turkey have been hitherto misinformed and there
been experienced a state of otherization via thsnfiormation. Therefore,
we are in an attempt to find how to do this betfer.) Besides, we have
Turkish friends with us. This is also a significahing because [it means]
Turkey's perception [of the DTP], in other wordeetmeeting of Turkish
people with us... Because, as | have just said, lamieperception [of the
DTP] was created. This isot something we chose. We do not consider
ourselves that wa¥?®

(Sebahat Tuncel, Age: 34-Istanbul dgput

The above-mention crisis of the DTP politiciansived from the conflict-prone
situation in which they are labeled as mere Kurgsliticians despite their
increasing attempts to be broadly-based, nationpadieicians of wider segments of
Turkey. Apart from this misrecognition if not noeeognition of the DTP agenda,
there is significant point that points out to thsis encountered within the DTP.
This time, incompatibility occurs between the “prarkey-fication elites” and the
more Kurdish Question-oriented grassroots of thieyp@he following chapter
evaluates this very differentiation which is a gimsof priorities that brings about
the questioning of an entity with different perdpezs by its major constituents, the

grassroots and officials.

139 sepahat Tuncel, interview by the author, tape dingr Istanbul, Turkey, 13 March 2010.
“Tarkiye'nin sorunlar ¢ok fazla ama biz daha gokriK&orunuyla algilanan bir partiyiz gzl
olarak. Yaptgimiz dger seylere Turkiye’de medyanin ambargosu var. Sistdrizie kagi seyleri var.
Yani digiindigimiiz ve déru bildigimiz konularda i1srar ettik. Bu ayni zamanda yaKiatlere desil
Tuarkiye toplumuna kar da sorumlulgumuzdur. Cunki Tarkiye halklar yanlbilgilendirildi
bugiine kadar. Ve bu yapbilgi Gzerinden bir 6tekilgirme durumu ygandi. Dolayisiyla bunu daha
etkin nasil yapabiliriz cabamiz var. (...) Ayricad@nem Tirk arkaddarimiz da var bizimle. Bu da
onemli birsey. Cankl Turkiye [DTP] algisinin yani Tirk halkirbizimle bulgmasi...Clnki biraz
once dedjim gibi etnik bir algi yaratildi. Bu bizim segiimiz bir sey dgil. Biz 6yle gérmiyoruz
kendimizi:
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CHAPTER 4

GRASSROOTS: PARTY CULTURE AND PRIORIBEF THE VOTER

This thesis has an intention to include the voicie DTP grassroots movement as
well as its elites and their official representati®his chapter focuses on the party
culture and expectations of the DTP voters in teenigurt district of Istanbul.
Therefore, it has a big say for the investigatddes®ment of the DTP in attempt to
be a “Party for Turkey"Turkiye partis) vis-a-vis its voters. Theoretically, it derives
from my approach to ethnicize political partiesdzhen what | have already called
“Synthesis Model” in Figure 1, the combination wbtrival views debating over
whether thearty’s support baser itsmessage to the voteount as the criterion
that determines being ethnic. Accordingly, it wontmt be convenient to be stuck in
‘high political’ intra-elite debates over the staf the party. The inclination of
social historians to include the everyday liveSastliinary people” constitutes
another motive that drove me to examine the reptasen of the party grassroots.
Kaye, in his comprehensive work on the British Mstr$chool of History,
exemplifies this anti-elitist approach to histomaghy with reference to a
perspective known asstory from belovor history from the bottom up

(...) as opposed to a history written from the pecspe of the elites or

ruling classes —which traditionally has charactestiistorical studies-

the British Marxist historians (...) have taken sesly the historical

experiences, actions and struggles of the ‘lowassds’, recovering the
past which wasnadeby them but was natritten by them**°

10 Harvey J. KayeThe British Marxist Historians: An Introductory Alyais (New York: St.
Martin’'s Press, 1995), p. 6.
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Therefore, this work -although using the theoreiissets of political science-
methodologically tries to contribute to the processch can help “recover” the
neglected experience of the DTP grassroots, inetuids voters and members as
141

well as officials.

Why Istanbul?

One may question the validity of choosing sampldg som the DTP voters in
Esenyurt and drawing conclusions about being am@tr nonethnic party based on
such allegations as other samples from Easternejutke geographical historical
center of the Kurdish Question, might have posdiudiyto different conclusions
about the stance of the voter. Such concerns aterstandable, especially when the
complexity of the Kurdish Issue and spectrum offtbman capital of the Kurdish
Movement are considered. However, due to the “dedification” of the Kurdish
villages all through 1990s due to ongoing “low-imgéy war” circumstances
between Turkish troops and the PKK, a large nurobpeople had to migrate from
their villages to eastern provinces like Diyarbakito western metropolis like
Istanbul and Izmir. This process gave birth tortteking of a devoted grassroots
movement for pro-Kurdish parties that operated fileagents of mostly lower
class, victimized Kurds newly settled in the bities (either forcibly migrated or
economically, socially, etc., motivated to do socdese of having no better
alternatives.) For instance a DTP voter in a dquateighborhood of Istanbul and
another one whose village was burnt down by thie stad thus who had to migrate

to Diyarbakir share many things in common thougth\wome nuances. Both have

41 For further discussion on new approaches to ‘stthjeatter in contemporary social sciences
particularly sociology, see Alain Tourairies retour de I'acteur: essai de sociolodiEhe Return of
the Actor: Essays on Sociology) (Paris: Fayard 2200
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had to face the trouble of adaptation to urbandifeountering shifts from
agricultural production to service sector or indystor example. Both groups are
more or less likely to have problems relating toacaesmodation, education of their
children, and employment of their households andrso

The conduct of this fieldwork in Istanbul grantetther advantage which
cannot be underestimated with respect to the gquestiT Urkiyelilik. In Istanbul,
particularly in the Esenyurt district, a “Turkey s&ic” clearly exists. The
coexistence of lower, middle and upper classegegional/ethnic terms: Black Sea
region originating people, Kurds, Bulgarian Turkisimigrants, Alevis, Gypsies,
andCaferis altogether in an almost half a million populadestrict may imply
meaningful inferences on the notionTaifrkiyelilesme In other words, in such a
large area as Esenyurt where wide segments ostimety of Turkey” live in
sizeable numbers, the achievement in transform&ti@nbroadly-based political
line can be best tested. Thus, the possibility wfds’ success in this process is not

independent from their being motivated by othemaets of the society.

Why Esenyurt as the Field Site?

Esenyurt, a newly formed administrative distraxtdted on the European
side of Istanbul, has a population of around 33%j00 42.90 square kilometer
area™*? According to the Address-Based Population Redisti8Bystem Population
Census for the year 2008 by TUIK (Turkey Statistiesitute), Esenyurt’s

population is 373,017, which means it is the 14tdstacrowded among 39 districts

12 50urce http://Iwww.ibb.gov.tr/trTR/Pages/Haber.aspx?NewslB#73 [04March 2010].
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in Istanbul**® From 1989 to 2004, its population rose from 71,62877,700. ltis a
newly developing town with vast migration movemeintsn all over the country.
Apart from others including those who came from Biack Sea Region, Central
Anatolia and post-Communist Bulgaria (ethnic Tuitkging oppressive Bulgarian
state policies especially in the early 1990s), Isurthke up one of the major
constituents of the population in Esenyurt. Nopdiate from the other above-
mentioned groups, Kurds in Esenyurt mostly belanigwer or lower-middle social
classes, usually working in the construction, maotufring, and service sectors. We
should also note that a sizeable Roma populatsides here with quite visible
settlements most of which are accumulated in thes@WeighborhoodCingene
Mahallesi)centered in the downtown of the district.

As in the above-taken snapshot of Esenyurt, itbtsaargued that this district
is a relevant sample to gain insight into Turkegémeral. For the DTP’s part, the
process of being a “Party for Turkey” with a predoamtly Kurdish grassroots
support could be properly studied in such an asdasanyurt. In 29 March 2009
Local Elections, the DTP received 14.7 percentd28) of the votes and thus came
third after the AKP (42.2 percent) and CHP (31The MHP came fifth with 7.9
percent:** In the 2007 National Elections, the then -in ondetrto be blocked by
the national threshold- independent candidateskanbul 3rd Region, Sebahat
Tuncel, who would join the DTP after the electiaas elected with some 97,000
votes from the area including the overwhelmingiyvaded districts like Bgcilar,
Kugukcekmece and Esenyurt. That is why she wasded in the research as an

interviewee.

193 Sourcehttp://www.tuik.gov.tr/lcerikGetir.do?istab_id=13@4 March 2010].

144 Sourcehttp://secim.haberler.com/2009/sonuc.asp?il=es¢nydsMarch 2010].
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Who Are They?

Among 22 in-depth interviews conducted with the OjE@ple in the course of this
research, 17 of them were carried out in the heartiens of the DTP in Esenyurt
and its voters in the district. Therefore, it candaid that politics in the vernacular
lies at the heart of this thesis. Neverthelesghalte 17 people cannot be counted as
“ordinary people” voting for the party and stayingme after the polls. Three were
officials of the DTP Esenyurt District OrganizatitEsenyurtiice Orgiit)).* As for
the remaining 14, a distinction between “active rhem” and “voters” should be
made. However, there is no common property amoesgthactive” participants,
such as the degree of education or class basdlitarate housewife, Makbule; a
lycee student, Berivan; a religious practicagle(Kurdish equivalent for the
Turkish wordimam) Abdurrahman; and an ex-official of the pro-Kutdzarties

who lost her two daughters, that were PKK militdiff¢dometown, education level,
exact class base among these active members ditfegecertain extent. Therefore,
the common denominator among the diverse activelraesican be traced in the
“consciousness of the Kurdish cause” and willingrtesfight actively for their
“values” (degerler) by them and enhance this consciousness in otioexs;ere it
should be noted that voters of the DTP in Esenytim¢r than active members are
not simply de-politicized masses. Almost all of mformants in the category of
voters stated that they felt like home in the DEadquarters in Esenyurt and that
they had attended demonstrations, meetings, anticgleeampaigns of the DTP

from time to time spontaneously.

%5 These officials are co-chairs Metin Sanin dikdy Ozkan Kartal and an experienced party
official responsible for financial issues and pabiklations , Mehmet Hanefi Kaya, who provided
me easy access to the DTP people in the cour$e dield research.

146 As will be explained detail below, all names ugmthon-officials are pseudonyms.
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Out of 17 informants in the field site Esenyurtefwere women aged
between 18-53 and the remaining 12, men between28y65. Two of the
informants defined themselves as “non-Kurd”. Inséirgly, both of them stated that
they were not Kurds, but DTP voters and suppotteragh | had not asked such a
guestion to them. One of them identified himselbasg indigenousyérli)
referring to his Turkish origin emerging from hagibeen settled for long in Kars
province of the North East and the other oneTer@kemdCaucasian-Turkic)
origin in Ardahan province of the same region. Témaining 15 totally identified
themselves with Kurdishness. During participant observatiorn the DTP
Esenyurt Headquarters, | had chats with hundregeaople visiting the party
cafeteria for different reasons and with many efth had to speak ikurmanci
(the most widely spoken Kurdish dialect both inKey and entire Kurdistan).
During these casual talks, | was asked whetheslavéurd” or not. From time to
time and | strove to speak fluent Kurdish in aemfpt to prove that | waasider
enough to deserve to be among them.

Excluding the 22 year-old co-chdlkay Ozkan Kartal, who was a married
young woman, the three youngest informants betwhseages 18-28 were single
while remaining 14 were married with young or meldige. The average of the ages
of my informants was approximately 41. One of tlagv§ in this work is the
disability to include old aged people as intervieseAlthough | had short chats
with elder voters while drinking tea in the cafeeasf the party headquarters, they
were quite reluctant to be interviewed formally eféfore, | conductemformal
interviews with them. Also social and cultural factors migate counted for the
difficulty to reach woman informants in a one teea@nvironment necessary for an

interview. These factors, if not made it impossiolénave contact with female
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informants strictly, it might have caused themeblsack by self-censor. Yet, these
informal interviews did not function as successfa$ the formal ones. As Bernard
explains, this is due to the more tiring natur¢hef former which burdens a
researcher’s mind with the extra endeavor to renegniie details of the notes jotted
down about the talks taking place in the “fielsit*’ In the case of the DTP
people, informal interviewing helped me to a gedent especially to build greater
rapport with them and therefore have better acmesther informants and to be
more familiar with the concerns of the grassrontEsenyurt which might have

been overlooked otherwise.

Methodological Concerns

Although the question of being a “Party for Turkg@€rvaded my mind throughout
my research, the design and analysis of the fielk@eveloped in the course of the
field experience. That is to say | found myselinat ethnographers catiérative-
inductiveresearch, meaning a reflexive process which opetateughout every
stage of a project® On the other hand, my methodology does not siffipbare
“inductive” approach which enables the research@ndke an investigation
independent from a theoretical base. In O’Reiltédinition, adeductiveapproach

as the antonym of inductive approach is “one wlaghgpothesis is derived from

14" Harvey Russell Bernard, “Unstructured and Semistined Interviewing” irSocial Research
Methods (London: Sage Publications, 2000), p. 190.

148 Hammersley and AtkinsoiEthnography: Principles in Practic8rd edn, (London: Routlegde,
2007), p. 24.
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existing theory and the empirical world is exploeed data are collected, in order
to test the truth or falsity of the hypothesi§®”

This thesis stands in a mid-range position thagahe “ethnic party
systems” theory as the starting point, but doesakoid focusing on new
perspectives developed in the field process. TimesDTP’s theory-based ethnic
label is reconciled with new opportunities to chaiagd create different forms of
existence and political activity.

Another methodological question regarding thigifresearch is the
dimension of ethics. Ethical concerns about qualgdield research are crucial. As
a researcher, a participant observer in the gratssavganization of the DTP in
Esenyurt, | strove to respect the confidentialitgd anonymity of my informants. |
revealed my “researcher identity” and avoided avwectresearch all through the
field process. Pseudonyms were used for the infotsnét’s an interesting fact that
almost all of my informants stated that they woodd mind their real names being
used in the analysis of the interviews. This wastne for the Turkish voters of the
party. They did not want their names to be revealédt might be interpreted in
two ways: First, the Turkish interviewees may hfaleunsecure about explicitly
stating that they voted for a “Kurdish party.”

Second, they might have been anxious about beiregiped as weird for
voting for a Kurdish party. Both inferences drawonf this methodological issue
point out to the ethnic perception of the DTP. Thus obvious that method cannot
be strictly separated from substance. My offerde pseudonyms for interviewees
was considered unnecessary for most of the DTPI@eegpecially by Kurdish

voters of the party. The majority of them, espégiilose more active in grassroots

149 Karen O’Reilly,Ethnographic MethodgLondon: Routledge, 2005), p. 26.
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politics of the party, spoke in a similar way, sah“No, | don’t mind if you use my
real name” or “It is OK for me. You can use my reaime Weare used to troubles.
We™ no longer fear.” To my surprise, | was even dzgd by an interviewee due
to my offer to keep his hame secret or replaceth & pseudonym:

Why won't you use my real name! Let me tell you stinmg: Don’t take

seriously the speeches of those who conceal tla@nmes because, the word

of such a person would be worthless. In additienywaould not even be

helpful for your research. It is a scientific wotR*

(Ahmet Yilmaz, Age: 58- baker/ex-party official)

Once again it should be noted that this informaad wot only a former official of
the pro-Kurdish parties, but also a father whose daughters that were PKK
militants who had been killed. It is likely thaiethdemand not to conceal their
names came out of the notion of “sacrifice” for wtieey call ‘our values’
meaning the “Kurdish cause.” That was a wide-spreadner among my
informants. Yet, with an ethical concern to protiem, | gave pseudonyms to all
my informants except for the party officials, whene already public figures and
wanted to express opinion as themselves and thesabentioned ex-official of the
same party tradition.

| preferred conducting in-depth interviews with@aly informants. These
interviews lasted from fifty minutes to two hourspgnding on the convenience of
the informant and of the physical and psychologsralironment in which the
interview was done. Among these qualitative intemng experiences, | also had

the opportunity to conduct a focus-group interviawvhich | addressed my

guestions not only to a single informant but ta@ug of three interviewees

%0 \welanguage implying the party identity based on lgyto the Kurdish cause will be analysed
below.

131 Ahmet Yilmaz, interview by the author, tape redogd Istanbul, Turkey, 12 January 2010.
“Neden gercek adimi kullanmayacajsm! Sana bigey sdyleyeyim mi: Adini saklayanlarin
konymalarini ciddiye alma. Boyle birdnin sézinin bir kiymeti olmaz ki. Sonra, granana da
faydasi olmaz. Bu bilimsel bir catna”
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comprising a couple and their daughter. The focasgwas more fruitful than the
single-informant interviews in that the former uaeced certain points that might
not be uttered in the latter. For instance, whaskied about their everyday life in
Esenyurt, the mother in the focus group statedttieat were not discriminated
against due to being Kurd in their neighborhdtfthut her daughter immediately
rejected her mother’s statement saying that theg waly stigmatized, being called
“reptile” or “crude” kro)*>>

As for special difficulties | encountered in theucge of this research, two
major issues should be mentioned: access and dldepr of language: Since access
and sampling are two interlinked matters of ethapgrc field research a successful
sampling cannot be imagined without safe and s@aedss to the field. In the case
of the DTP, | was lucky enough to have relativem{ in this district. One of them
was mysponsor allowing me into the field site. In this way, | wedroduced to
Mehmet Hanefi Kaya, an experienced official of IEP Esenyurt Organization,
who then provided me several contacts ranging frotars to the DTP Esenyurt
Organization co-chair. Despite his generous asaistto provide me access to
informants, | found it risky to “penetrate” in tfield through a single channel. This
could be risky because it would possibly providewaitd abiased samplingThus, |
tried to reach the DTP voters by different meams.tkat matter, | endeavored to
build a strong rapport both with usual visitors aedvcomers to the party
headquarters in Esenyurt. In this regard, it to@kmaarly two months to gain a

reputation among the DTP people in the field s$rtgime | felt that | was perceived

132 Gozé (pseudonym), focus-group interview by thénauttape recording, Istanbul, Turkey, 21
January 2010.

133 7iné (pseudonym), focus-group interview by thehauttape recording, Istanbul, Turkey, 21
January 2010.
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as an “enlightened Kurdish researcher of the Krdause” by the sympathizers of
the party often visiting the headquarters. Moreplarade friends and developed
personal ties with them. This rapport building e also provided me several
informants, both formal and informal interviewees.

My use ofimpression manageméntmight have played a significant role in
this process particularly as | strove to speak yanformants in fluent Kurdish or at
least Turkish with a Kurdish accent, either of wihwould make the informants feel
not as distant from me as a researcher. Neverthelas so-called bilingualism
would also be problematic in some interviews. Aswve already mentioned, most of
my informants spoke Kurdish as their mother tongie they could also speak
Turkish though with distinct Kurdish accents. Iniews were conducted in Turkish,
despite including dialogues in Kurdish from timditae. Whenever the
conversations were about such fields as politicksatiety, some of the informants
had difficulty even in understanding the questiself. This may imply that
Turkish, which is the dominant language in “puliiie,” was not learnt properly
even by the Kurds living in Istanbul.

On the other hand, when | addressed my questiokandish, they still had
troubles in answering them thoroughly since Kurdists the language of
“informality” and “private life” for them, which nght have been reinforced by the
lack of education in Kurdish. In other words, whealked about casual things like
“How islife going? they would respond in Kurdish, but when the gigstvas

something like What is your idea about the parties of the tradit@TP belongs

%4 Hammersley and Atkinson, ibid., p.66-73.

Impression managemeas an ethnographic method refers to various aspdctesearcher’s self-
presentation such as dress, speech and demeanoan bvert research compared to a covert
research, it is more difficult for the researchemtanage his/her impression in a way to make field
relations work in his/her favor. Since you tell exane that you are doing a field research with them
your attempts to manage your personality and appearcloser to their identity and characteristics
in order to be considered asiasider meaning “one of them” might be found artificial.
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to?” unexceptionally the response would be givenurkish. Therefore, the
anticipated advantage of bilingualism turned outéa problem, what some
linguists call “one and a half lingualism,” whicheans to speak two languages, but
without a safe knowledge of the either to expresself comfortably. Put
differently, the interview process itself reveakedplit that my Kurdish informants
lived through in their daily life: That is, the ggbetween Kurdish as the language of
informality, domestic life and Turkish as the laage for discussing politics.
Finally, it should be noted that the timing of theerviews might have
certain effects on the findings of the researctheésense that my informants who
were DTP voters or officials were definitely affedtby it. All the interviews were
conducted in a two month period following the clesaf the DTP by the
Constitutional Court in 11 December 2009. As altethis might have contributed

to rise of the ethnic tone of support base forRA®.

‘Our Values’ between Honor and Betrayal

Among the Kurdish voters of the DTP in Esenyusg sitipport base was usually
legitimized with loyalty to Kurdishness. Accorditgmany of my informants,
Kurdishness, with values such as honor and trustivass, basically depended on
loyalty to the Kurdish cause that in the politiaaéna necessitated to vote for the
DTP, which was obviously seen as the party of Kuirdgheir words: our party’
If you want to do something for your own languagei \need to vote for
your language. If you are a Kurd you should voteyimur party but | didn’t
force people to that. Kurds who don’t vote for DTPLhat’'s the way it is in

East and Southeast Anatolia. | see them as besrayer the Kurdish
causel:>®

15 Fatih (pseudonym), interview by the author, tagording, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
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(Fatih, Age: 28- construction worker)
The widely used “we” language of the voters impfi€ards” at first sight.
However, it means further than that. In this cofjtéxe” is those Kurds who at
least vote for the DTP and who-if possible- strif@sits success. Therefore, Kurds
who vote for other political parties are condemaedlishonorable and disgraceful
traitors betraying their own people, meaning felldurds.
Our vote is our honor! If we don't vote for it [thETP and the parties of the
same tradition], who else will we vote for? Ourtgar It is our party, the
Kurdish people. We have only one party. If we beeatishonorable and
traitor... None [of us] is likely to vote for the CHMHP or others. | tell
everyone [Kurds]: [he starts to speak Kurdish hé@xme on, Letus vote
for ourselvesDon’t we betray!**®
(Emin, Age: 27- textile worker)
The last word Emin uses mefragsin meaning “don’t (we) sell.” Use of the word
‘sell’ for ‘betray’ has another connotation thanrelg not vote for the DTP. Some
of my informants argued that the ruling AKP hadngai votes thanks to distributing
‘material aid’ like food, coal and refrigeratorshdrefore, according to them,
“dishonorable Kurds” vote for the AKP which is seenselling one’s honor for a
pack of macaroni:
The AKP is a traitor. It collectsur [Kurds’] votes forcefully by [distributing
free] coal, macaroni, washing machine, dishwasteérigerator... Our vote
is our dignity, our honor. A man should not seB kiote. [If he does so] he

loses his honor and dignity to [the AKP] Tayyip Bgdn. Letus unite. We
are all Kurds. We have only one patty.

“Diline sahip ¢ikmak istiyorsan dilin i¢in oy kullaKurt isen kendi partine oy vermelisin demekteyim
ama zor kullanmadim. DTP’ye oy vermeyen Kirtlegudae gineydguda bu bdyledir, onlari
satilmy olarak atfediyorund.

16 Emin (pseudonym), interview by the author, tapmreing, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
“Oyumuz namusumuzdur. Ona vermesakd&ime veregéz. Bizim partimiz... Bizim Kirt halkinin
partisidir. Bizim tek bir tane partimiz var. Bizerefsizlik, kallglik yaparsak... CHP'ye MHP'ye,
digerlerine veren olmaz. Herkese [Kirtlere] diyorumevwh em rayé xwe bidin xwe. Em nefr”

5 Emin (pseudonym), interview by the author, tagrding, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
“AKP haindir. Bizim oylarimizi zorla aliyor, kémurlenakarnayla, camar makinasiyla, bulak
makinasiyla, buzdolabiyla... Oy én geeefé namusé me ye. Divé meri oyé xwe gefiEw ki oyé
xwe difrge] ew namusé xwe dide Tayyip Efda. Werin em bibin yek. Em hemd Kurdun. Yek
partiyé me tené heye.”
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(Emin, Age:-2&xtile worker)

The widely usedve language among my informants has certain impboatiapart
from being voters of a political party. As they dmpize the vitality of the Kurdish
cause to their lives, the significance of the PKkaliso implied. For many of my
informants, what they called “our values” referreat only to moral values such as
equality, tolerance, respect for one’s [particyldie Kurdish] identity, but also the
Kurdish paramilitary “insurgency’serhildan carried out by the PKK. In other
words, my informants persistently and most of theetopenly, valued the PKK
militants and regarded slain militants as “martyitsshould also be noted that
almost all of my informants had some relatives tieate, in their words, “gone to
the mountain” and become “PKK guerillas.” This desernalization of the PKK
by the DTP voters was paradoxically made possitderainforced by the
maltreatments to what they were exposed by the atathorities, ranging from the
operations of the army including depletion of Kgtdivillages to detention by the
police. The more they are accused of being a tltheato their sympathy for the
PKK, the stronger their emotional ties with the PE&ome and thus they value its
militants as “sacrificing heroes of the Kurdish pko”’ Fatih mentions the
maltreatment he was exposed to in his first contattt preceding pro-Kurdish legal
party DEHAP:

There was fear at first. DEHAP was the party int th@riod. Our DEHAP

visits had our Turkish friends saying “how come yare going? You might

be monitored” And that was true. We were actuadlinh monitored and for

that reason | was questioned by police forces wagdl visited the Party and

what had | done while | was there. Most of the tinhad to bear detention in

police station (...) Once | was taken to the politaign with my eyes tied

when | was carrying on the activity in DTP youtlaieches and | was offered
by the police to be a sgy?

138 Fatih (pseudonym), interview by the author, tag®rding, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
“Baglarda korku vardi. DEHAP vardi o dénem. Turk arkgdamiz DEHAP’I ziyaret etmemizden
otird ‘Nasil gidersiniz, sizi takip ederler.” gikbnwurlardi ve hakikaten takip edilmekteydik ve sirf
bu ylzden nigin partiyi ziyaret efim ve ziyaretlerimde neler yagtm gibi emniyet guglerinin bu
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(Fatih, Age: 28- construction worker)

Emin, who answered my question about whether the @&s a Kurdish party or a
Party for Turkey with the sharp response: “We disotutely a Kurdish party,
heval** and who considered the end of the bloodshed textwtlee Turkish army
and the PKK and freedom of the PKK leader Abduatalan as the “most
important issues in Turkey” had already expressediéep traumatic mood deriving
from his past experiences caused by the state r@tigsoAll through the interview,
he repeatedly mentioned his bitter past hysteyicall

They gave my father an injection and tortured hinnas tortured, too. |

swearheval It was such a torture thabeval we won't forget it in all our

life. They burnt down our home. They tore apart amrmals. We had

animals: cows, sheep, goats... They tore them alit.apée won't forget it

all our life. We suffered too much, really too mt/éh
(Emin, Age: 27- textile worker)

DTP as the Representative of Kurds

Voters of the Democratic Society Party in Esengortsider their party to be the
true representative of Kurds in Turkey. As | halready mentioned, the fact that
not all- even not the majority of- Kurds vote foetDTP is legitimized on the

grounds that Kurds who do not vote for the DTPraneloyal to the Kurdish cause.

yonde sorularina muhattap edildim. Karakolda ifademek zorunda kaldim go zaman (...) DTP
Genclik kollarinda faaliyet surduriurken gézimgbaolarak karakola goéturildim. Gozim #a
karanlhk bir yere goéturildim ve bana ajanhk tekldildi.”

139 The wordhevalmeans “friend” in Kurdish. In this context, thednfants use it in the meaning of
comradeship to the Kurdish cause. My informantswkiigat | was also Kurd and especially Emin
had difficulty in expressing himself in Turkish atiterefore, during the interview, we often had to
switch from Turkish to Kurdish. Thus, he might félgils comradeship with me.

%0 Emin (pseudonym), interview by the author, tagrding, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
“Babamagne yaptilar, jkence ettiler. Ben dekence gordiim. Sana yemin ederim heval. Oyle bir
iskence verdiler ki heval, dmir boyu unutmayaezaBizim evimizi yaktilar. Hayvanlarimizi
parampargca ettiler. Hayvanlar vardi, inekler, koyan keciler vardi... Paramparca ettiler. Omur
boyu unutmayagaz. Cok ¢ektik, cok!
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Thus, the task of representing Kurds is granteatiedTP. However, this claim of
representation is proof of the ethnic charactehefparty. Gozé’s statement is a
striking example demonstrating the fact that thd°DF perceived as an ethnic party
by its voters with a clear classification of palél parties as those of Kurds and
Turks:

| do not have enough information. [But] for exam@eTurk makes mention
of a fellow Turk, who votes for the DTP, saying &owho has dirt in his
blood votes for the DTP; otherwise how could a Tuske for the DTP!” But
a Kurd votes for the AKP. This person says, “Wikawrong with that? | will
vote [for the AKP] and get the title deed. We [bétbrds and Turks] pray
and fast. So what is the difference between us@'this person votes for the
AKP. A Kurd, who does not seek any advantage, dbeste for the AKP.
Kurds follow Turkish partiesbecause of poverty?
(Gozé, Age: B@dsewife)

Yes, not all of the Kurds vote for the DTP, butrthare Turkish people who
votes for the DTP among us. In Esenyurt 30,000 lgeagted for the DTP. |
am sure that at least 5000 of it or more are Tutksother words, | assume
how | vote for the DTP blindly, the groups whom tharks support tell them
to vote for the DTP and they vote for the DTP. Wiesas nominated by the
DTP, nobody questions the criteria [qualification$]that candidate. If my
party nominated this candidate, it must be the blegice. Then, | must vote
for it. | vote blindly. For example, | vote blindyecause the DTP is the party
that voices my problem and that defenugsidentity*®*
(Makbule, Age: 33-housewife)

161 Gozé (pseudonym), focus-group interview by thehayttape recording, Istanbul, Turkey, 21
January 2010.0 kadar bilgim yok. Bir Turk, mesela DTP’ye oy verirk hakkindd Kaninda kir
varsa verir, yoksa bir Tirk nasil oy versin DTP"yaer; ama bir Kiirt gider AKP’ye oy verif.Ne
var ki ben oy verecem, tapuyu kazanacader. “Namaz kiliyoruz, oru¢ tutuyoruz ne var farkimiz
[sic]” der Kirt ve oyunu gider AKP'ye verir. Cikargoede olmayan bir Kirt AKP’ye oy vermez.
Yoksulluktan dgiiyor Kurtler Tlrk partilerinin pgine.”

162 Makbule (pseudonym), interview by the author, tapeording, Istanbul, Turkey, 30 December
2009 “Butun Kurtler, evet, DTP’ye oy vermiyorlar ancakamizda DTP’ye oy veren Turkler de var.
Esenyurt'ta 30 bin oy aldi DTP, ben eminim ki bumda az be bini veya fazlasi Turk'tir. Yani
Turklerin DTP’ye oy vermesini nasil ben kori koriEP’ye oy veriyorsam onlar da destekledikleri
orgut DTP’ye oy atin diyorsa o yuzden atiyordurisam. DTP kimi getirirse getirsin o adaydaki
kriterlere sorgulayici bakmiyor kimse. Benim partin adayi getirngiise en iyisi budur. O zaman
ona oy vermem lazim. Koru kériine oy veriyorum. Melsenim sorunumu dile getiren parti benim
kimligimi savunan parti DTP. O yuzden kori kériine oyyarim bende.”
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On the other hand, the most noteworthy pointsigghrty are introduced not only
as abstract Kurdishness, but as “humanistic valaed™emotionality” deriving
from the lives of flesh and bone real persons. ¥ese persons -implicitly or
explicitly- imply no one but Kurds:

S.K.: What is the most noteworthy thing in this part
B.: It is not like we support the DTP only becaitsis our party... Because
of certain pains, in the emotional sense, they wsaniething to happen, and
because they see the DTP as the only alternatieee &fre the expectations:
We have losses, unresolved assassinations, 40@@echare in prison, 3600
villages were emptied, 50,000 people are dead, 1ah@00 people were
murdered in unresolved assassinations... That thesgrmored makes these
people emotional, at this point | see solidaritileTost valued thing in this
party is humanistic values. | observe everythihgs solidarity and approach
to people. For instance, there is no sexual digodtion in this party.
Humanistic values encourage this solidarity. Mayljthe DTP] is attractive
to us because we are in search of something. Traetate thing is we have
realized that signboard parties which do not meetexpectations will not
bring any solution. Grievances have got to the tegmotional sense, and
now they want their expectations to be met anddhises emotionality’>
(Berivan, Ade3-student)

Moreover, Berivan says: “Another alternative toresent the Kurdish identity...
No, | can’t see any alternative to the DTP.” Thiesgthens the status of the DTP as
an ethnic party that represents the “Kurdish idghtn the eyes of its voters.

Therefore, in a way, she helps us reveal thatdargerception of the

DTP is still ethnicity-based.

183 Berivan (pseudonym), interview by the authoretapcording, Istanbul, Turkey, 27 December
2009. ‘S.K.: Bu partide en dikkat cekici olgey nedir?

B.: DTP bizim partimizdir sahip ¢ikalim gibisinddegil... Belli acilar yliziinden duygusal anlamda
artik bir seylerin olmasini istiyorlar ve kendilerine tek aitatif olarak gordikleri partinin DTP
olmasindan dolayi. Beklentilgunlar ;kayiplarimiz faili mechullerimiz var, 400@@uk cezaevinde,
3600 kdy bgaltiimigtir, 50.000 insan 6lmgiir, 17000 faili mechulimiz var. Bunlarin gérmezden
gelinmesi duygusallairiyor bu insanlari./ste ben burada dayagma goriyorum. Bu partinin en
cokdgrer verdgi sey insani dgerlerdir bu dayangmayi insanlara olan yaklamini hepsini
g6zlemliyorum. Bir kere bu partide cinsiyet ayripoktur. Bu dayagmay! yireklendiren insanlik
degerleridir. Belki bize ¢ekici gelen tarafi arayicinde olmamizdir, ¢ekici olan ise beklentilerieniz
cevap veremeyen tabela partilerinin bir ¢6zim g@etieyeceklerini idrak etmemizdir. Acilar
kavrularak zirveye cikmive duygusal anlamda artik beklentilerinin gercgklesini istiyorlar bu
beklenti duygusalgia yol aciyor.
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A ‘Party for Turkey’ with Our Values’

My informants constituted an ethnic support basetfe DTP and most of their
statements were compatible with this Kurdish idgrtentered perception dieir
party. Nevertheless, their understanding of a Kalrghiarty did not necessarily rule
out the possibility to be a “Party for Turkey.” Thato say, despite prioritizing
Kurdishness on any grounds, they did not opposeltdeethat the DTP could and
should be a “Party for Turkey.” When | asked theaw on whether the DTP should
be a “Party for Turkey,” meaning extending its pplagenda to those issues other
than the Kurdish Question, they responded positivi&me of them also added
such words as:

Of course, it [the DTP] should be concerned with pinoblems of the entire

Turkey. In addition, we don’t have any problemshailhe Turkish people,

but with the state which has deprived us of ounts$®*

(Selahaddin, Age:worker)

A female informant who also gave the green lighttii® suggestion that the DTP be
a broadly-based “Party for Turkey” justified thisthvthe sisterhood of mothers
regardless of their ethnicity:

The problem of the Turk and Kurd is the same. Rgvierthe problem of

both; death [caused by the conflict between theyaamd the PKK] is the

problem of both (...) Mothers cry regardless of befugd or Turk. Not only

the mother of the Kurd, the guerilla, but also tbhthe Turk, the soldier,

cries. So, it is necessary to give a hand to tlblpm of the Turk, too.

Besides we don’t have any problem with the Turk. W't have any

problem with the Turkish peopt&®
(Gozé, Age: B3dsewife)

184 Selahaddin (pseudonym), interview by the autrapetrecording, Istanbul, Turkey, 16 December
2009. ‘Tabi ki buttin Turkiye’nin sorunlaryla ilgilenmeRir de bizim Tirk halkiyla bir sorunumuz
yok. Sorun bizi haklarimizdan mahrum birakan dévlet

185 Gozé (pseudonym), interview by the author, tapgending, Istanbul, Turkey, 21 January 2010.
“Tirk'iin de Kiird’iin de sorunu ayni. Fakirlik ikismde sorunu, 6lim her ikisinin de sorunu (...)
Kurt Turk demedenghyor analar. Sadece Kurd'iin, gerillanin anasigideTurk’tin, askerin de anasi
agliyor. E 0 zaman, Turk'n sorununa da el uzatmaknta Zaten, Tirkle bir sorunumuz yok. Tirk
halkiyla sorunumuz yok.
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The DTP grassroots’ doubtlessly perceive their party as a Kurdish party.
However, they find it legitimate to broaden itsipoal scope with a vision that does
not exclude any problem of Turkey. At the same tithey want to give messages to
the society of Turkey that the DTP is a party teesthe rights of the Kurds, the
Kurdish identity and the Kurdish language. By daihig, the grassroots keeps their
faith that no other actor than the DTP sincerelntw@o and by no means can save
their rights. Accordingly, they don’t mind beingradered as a Kurdish party by
others.

There is a contradictory situation here. It is ustendable that the DTP
voters want to save their identity, but being peme as a Kurdish party stands as
an obstacle to accomplish its goals as a polipeaty which is -at least in principle-
supposed to act not in a particularistic manneradgpolitical party would like to
be supported by wider segments of the society, ahgybelieve that being a “Party
for Turkey” would provide them a wider platform aich to express themselves
and thus be more active in shaping the future @tctiuntry. Especially the officials
of the grassroots organization think that way. iRstance, the Esenyurt District
organization co-chair Metin Sanin describes theeaw the party using the
language of the “oppressed” in a way that is mottéd to Kurds:

We are definitely not the party of a certain segm&/e reject this. We are

in touch with all segments that adopt to live p&albein this country, that

do not think radically, that do not think the walgel “you either like it or
leave it!”, that do not even know what it to separdlevis, Turks, and

Kurds. There are Alevi families from [their hometowTunceli, we visit

them with our families. Moreover, we are able tantan political relations

with these people. This is same in our By-laws;daors are open to anyone
who wants to live humanely. This party is the pasfythe oppressed and

Kurds are an oppressed people in this country. tiey [Kurds] are not the

only oppressed people. As we look at this courgmgryone is oppressed.

Hence, this party is not exclusively the party airéls, but of everyone, of all

segments [of the society] that are oppressed. Simegyeople, who were
killed, exiled and whose villages were burnt dowe Kurds, this segment
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has come to the party of the oppressed and thdtystire majority [of the
party] are Kurds®®
Metin Sanin, Age: 45-Esenyurt district organizatemchair)

Although it is very well known that the DTP, likéher pro-Kurdish legal parties,
has its roots in the Kurdish nationalist movem&atnin tries to shift the ethnic
perception of the party toward a broadly-basedt{Pfar Turkey.” In this regard, he
includes not only Turks, but also Alevis as maparaples of the oppressed groups
in Turkey. This inclusion of other ethnic and redigs groups cannot be regarded
merely as an attempt to extend the number of thg pgmpathizers. Rather, he
draws a radical picture of the DTP contrary to¢bastructed image of the party in
the Turkish public. In this picture, Kurds are eatlusively defended. Why they
have found such a place of top priority is justfigy their being oppressed most.
For Sanin, the main criterion this party is bourtdlevdefending a certain group is
their being oppressed. Thus, the DTP grassrodis@myurt present a stance similar
to the party elites toward being a non-ethnic parganing they are ambitious to
deal with the problems of broader segments of tleéesy and by doing this they do
not ignore the fact that their major support basé€urds as a result of the heavy
oppression exerted on them. Consequently, the idiooar valuesvhich is mostly
used to refer to Kurdishness and the Kurdish cgusgually evolves into the

ailment of the wounds of those that are oppresshith is expected to bring

peaceful coexistence in a democratic regime.

186 Metin Sanin, interview by the author, tape recogdilstanbul, Turkey, 5 January 2010.

“Biz kesinlikle belli bir kesimin partisi g#iz. Bunu kabul etmiyoruz. Bize yakin bitin kesitalbu
Ulkede kardgce yaamayi benimseyen, radikal glinmeyen, ya sev ya terk et tarzindaleineyen,
Aleviler, Turk ve Kirt ayrimi yapmak nedir bilmelggte goristiyoruz. Tuncelili Alevi ailecek gidip
geldigimiz aileler var. Bu insanlarla siyasi jkiler de kurabiliyoruz. Partimizin tiziinde de bu
bdyle, insanca y@mak isteyen herkese kapimiz agiktir. Bu parteelgtin partisi ve Kirtler bu
ulkede ezilen bir halk ancak ezilen tek halgid@u tlkeye bakgimizda ezilenler herkes. Oyleyse bu
parti yalnizca Kdrtlerin dgil herkesin partisi, ezilen tum kesimlerin parti€ldirilen, strulen,
koyleri yakilan insanlar Kurt oldgu icin ezilenlerin partisine bu kesim gejmie bu ylzden de
agirhik Kirtlerde”
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Non Kurds

Can a non-Kurd vote for a Kurdish party? This gio@shas particular importance
in our case. When the electorate base in Istaskzdnsidered, it is not only Kurds
who voted for the DTP although its voters with r<udish origin are estimated to
be in small -yet sizeable- proportion. My informsnncluding both officials and
non-officials, made estimations between 10 to 2@ey@ regarding the proportion
of non-Kurds voting for the DTP. Among other nontHish voters, those who had

migrated to Esenyurt from the Black Sea region veeeremphasized by many of

my Kurdish informants:

We have non-Kurdish voters, but the majority aremradly Kurds. Some
Turks reached me and told me that they had votediso | trusted these
statements and | find them convincing. We havenff'iewhose hometowns
are Sinop, Tokat and Samsun; they appreciate aty palitics **’

(Ikay Ozkan Kartal, Age: 22-Esenyurt district orgaation co-chair)

We have 60 members that are of [a Central Anatgtieovince] Corum
origin and non-Kurds. We have over 700 membersstegid in the
computer system. 100 to 150 of them are Turks. Bhaeg in our district
organization, we have a friend of [an East Anatof@@ovince with an Alevi
majority] Tunceli origin, who is neither Alevi ndfurd. We don’t speak
Kurdish when he is with us and that doesn't diswsbWe don’t say: “It is
enough if Kurds only support our policie$®
(Metin Sanin, Age: 45-Esenyurt district orgaation co-chair)

187 jlkay Ozkan Kartal, interview by the author, tapeargling, Istanbul, Turkey, 30 December 2009

“Kurt olmayan segcmenimiz vardir ancakggaluk tabi yine Kirtlerdedir. Telefon ile birkag kil
ulastilar ve bize oy verdiklerini acikladilar. Ben buciklamalarina givendim ve inandirici

buluyorum. Parti politikalarimizi kgnen Sinop, Tokat, Samsun’lu gfitigimiz arkadgarimiz
var.

188 Metin Sanin, interview by the author, tape recogdistanbul, Turkey, 5 January 2010.

“Corumlu ve Kiirt olmayan 60 tane liyemiz var. Uyaiéribilgisayar sistemine kayith ve 700’un
Uzerinde Gyemiz var. Bunlarin 100-150 tanesi Tirkiatta su an ilce yonetimimizde Alevi olmayan
ve Kirt olmayan Kurtce bilmeyen Tuncelili bir arlaaniz var ve onun yaninda biz Kuirtge

konymayiz ve bu bizi rahatsiz etmez. Biz “Sadece Kiptditikalarimiza destek versin yeter.”
demiyoruZ.
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There are also non-Kurds that joined the [DTP]ydrtsaw one from the

Black Sea region. There was someone from [Northwaskey] Edirne. He

was an educated man. He joined us because he \wataee the right and

wrong. Our living together as one within the otleerappreciated by Turks.

Particularly, women see us striving togettér.

(Fatih, Age: 28-construction worker)
As the people of Black Sea origin have a reputagionbolized with Turkish
nationalism, by highlighting the support of the &8t&5ee people for the DTP, my
Kurdish informants might have tried to prove thsdit party is “not as ethnic as
people suppose.” In spite of the fact that the Blaea people were overemphasized
as non-Kurdish voters of the DTP, | was able teeas¢hose non-Kurds who had
migrated to Esenyurt only from the Northeast Anatalamely Ardahan and Kars
provinces. | interviewed two non-Kurds, middle-aged middle-class men, the
former a shopkeeper in central Esenyurt, and titer la teacher. Both of them were
university graduates and had revolutionary sod¢ibkskgrounds; they had partaken
in the “revolutionary struggle” in their youth.

The non-Kurdish informants underlined the respdhsilof the constituents
of a society to each other. Accordingly, they adytiet if any group of people who
live together with you have some problems about freedom, their language, their
human dignity and especially if they are victimsaafrime against humanity, all
these problems must to be fought against by afidivn that country. This seems to
be the main motive driving my non-Kurdish informsitd support a party known as
a “Kurdish party”. Nadir justifies his siding withro-Kurdish political parties by

negating the right and left parties in Turkey, espléy the left movement and

189 Fatih (pseudonym), interview by the author, tagording, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
“Kirt olmayanlardan da partiye katilanlar var. BiKaradenizli gérdim. Edirneli biri vardi.
Egitilmis bir insandi ve dgruyu ve yanki gordigl icin katildi. /¢ ice birlik icinde yaamamiz
Turkler tarafindan takdir ediliyor. Ozellikle baytm, bizim birlikte bir micadele vergimizi

goriyorlar”
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locating himself hand in hand with the “social opiion of peoples” against the
tutelage regime of September 12 1980 coup in Turkey

On the social front, it was necessary to accompemyever were comrades.
| would contribute either to the continuation ofrwa to the seizure of the
rights of a people. | would serve the seizure ofkecs’ rights. There was no
difference between parties like the CHP, MHP, [bladl] Salvation [Party],
ANAP, and [RP] Welfare Party. There was no diffe@tetween voting for
these parties and doing [seizure of rights, ebe]dame thing. That's why it
was necessary to take part in an oppositional pgwérThe left movement
in Turkey hasn’t been able to face its own problget, The Turkish left has
not been able to get rid of its dogmas and find mom truths. The tutelage
of September 12 [1980 military coup in Turkey] dooes in every field of
life. Therefore, common interests of peoples agaims tutelage are [Sic.]
an important truth*"

(Nadir, Age: 55-shopkegpe

When he mentions the reason why he votes for the, Diedir puts great emphasis
on the struggle carried out by the Kurdish moventesave the “seized rights of
the Kurdish people”

To stand by the Kurdish people doesn’t mean Kurdetonalism. It means
to stand by a legitimate uprising. Besides, thoke warry out this struggle
have a serious left perspective. | mean, they haveopulist and
revolutionary struggle. The aim of the Kurdish enders, of the Kurds, is
nothing but “I demand my fraternal rights, too.”érafore, to stand by such
a struggle does not mean Kurdish nationaftém.

(Nadir, Age: Shopkeeper)

179 Nadir (pseudonym), interview by the author, tageording, Istanbul, Turkey, 17 January 2010.
“Sosyal cephede dostlar kim ise bunlarla birliktedkat etmek gerekti. Sava siirmesine katkida
bulunacaktim ya da bir halkin hakkinin gasbediimeshizmet sunacaktiniscilerin haklarinin
gasbedilmesine hizmet edecektim. CHP, MHP, SelaAdAP ve Refah Partisi gibi partilerin
birbirinden hichir farki yoktu. Bu partilere oy vaekle aynyeyi yapmak arasinda bir fark yoktiste

bu yizden mutlaka bir muhalif glictin icinde yer &rgarekti. Turkiye sol hareketi kendi sorunuyla
yuzlgemedi, sabit dgrularindan cikip ortak dgrulari bulamadi Tirkiye Solu. Fabrikadaginin
haklarini isteyemeyen, (iniversitedgrencinin hakki gasp edilmiYOK ucubesi gelmiyiiksek
Ogrenimin tepesine balyoz gibi indirilgniTurkiye solunun sesi ¢ikmiyor. sdmin her alaninda 12
Eyliil'un vesayeti suriiyotste bu vesayete karhalklarin ortak gikarlari énemli bir dgrudur.”

"1 Nadir (pseudonym), interview by the author, tageording, Istanbul, Turkey, 17 January 2010.
“Kdart halkinin yaninda olmak Kurt milliyetgiii yapmak dgil. Hakh bir bagkaldirinin yaninda yer
almaktir. Ustelik bu miicadeleyi yiriitenlerin cididi sol baky acisi da var yani halkci ve devrimci
bir micadeleleri var. Kirt muicadelecilerin; Kortiar amaci “Ben de karddik haklarimi
istiyorum.”dan baka bir sey deildir. /ste boyle bir micadelenin yaninda olmak Kurt miligjegi
yapmak dgildir.”
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His words like “stand by the Kurdistontendersindicate that he is not solely a
voter of the DTP. He signals that he has made itanitons to the attempts of the
Kurdish political movement. However, he strongljeots calling this struggle
Kurdish nationalism and therefore denies any ptssibcusation that he sides with
Kurdish nationalists and that this makes him &e& & Kurdish nationalist.

Turkey in the 1960s witnessed revolutionary sosiatiovements that tended
to ignore the Kurdish Question suggesting that slethands as ethnic identity and
cultural rights would be luxurious before the rextan was achievetf? In addition,
after the revolution, all other problems would fadeay spontaneously. However,
such delays repeated many times by Turkish sogalmsver satisfied the Kurds. In
2000s’ Turkey, the situation seems to have chafwetthe part of a Turkish
socialist to a certain degree. A revolutionary abst heatedly defends the rights of
Kurds and make contributions to it in the politiea¢éna. What is interesting here is
the new priority of the Turkish socialist in theaye?010. He prioritizes
emancipating Kurds, Armenians and others whoségsigiere seized. For him, after
this “revolutionary Marxist duty to oppressed peagjlis fulfilled, then his own
emancipation can be achieved and imperialist polesestheir advantages, which
paves the way for acting for the “interest of pesj

Here is another common point [between Turks, Kanmis other peoples]: If

the freedom of a people has been seized on beh@ltickish ethnicity] me,

for instance; in the past, freedom of the Armeniaas seized, then, | am not
free either. What was seized is my will. It is arkat and revolutionary duty
to rise up against this seizure. If a Kurd hasablam, this problem has been
so much mingled with my problems that | cannotree unless getting rid of
this oppressive regime that suppresses the Kurdusecthe bombs which
are dropped on the mountains are dropped by my ynané my labor, and
my children are sent to mountains and martyreds Dhigoing war has cost
for all of us, Kurds and Turks; yet for whom? Tih&ernational imperialist

power is pleased with this problem because they sell arms and they
benefit from that. Hegemons somehow take advargagas. Who does not

"2 Murat Belge, “68 ve Sonrasinda Sol Harek&tplum ve BilimNo: 41, (Spring 1988): 153-166.
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take any advantage? PeaplElence, if we stand against war, this means we
act in favor of the interest of peopl€s.
(Nadir, Agds-Shopkeeper)

In Esenyurt, the Turkish voters of the DTP pursaedore broadly-based political
line compared to its Kurdish voters. Informant®ath categories emphasized the
oppression and deprivations that Kurds have bepased to yet with a difference:
Kurds prioritized it prominently whereas non-Kuginted the Kurdish Question
asoneof the various obstacles before the democratizatr@hdevelopment of
Turkey. Kasim, the other non-Kurdish informant, wientified himself as
Terekemgwhich refers to a Caucasian Turkic ethnic gralgiended the rights of
Kurds as well as Nadir. Furthermore, he also suppdhe DTP’s being a broadly-
based party rather than a narrow-minded ethnidsled party. In addition, he
clearly separated the DTP from the “parties ofdiaer” and demanded it to be a
“Party for Turkey” via the axis of labor. Thereforghat the non-Kurdish voters of
the DTP in Esenyurt mean by the word “Party forkeyt' is a party that defends the
rights of any group, not only Kurds and Turks, alsb workers with class-based
socialist concerns:

The DTP can aim at the working class in Turkeyaih carry out activities

that are not expected from the parties of the ontldras several flaws, but

being a Party for Turkey should be the aim.Thepst®uld be used. Kurds

saw this truth: It was quite difficult to obtaireedom of the Kurdish people

without being backed up by the power of Turkey. ldwer, they were in a
dilemma. There is a difficulty in creating a shatfigtinction between the

73 Nadir (pseudonym), interview by the author, tageording, Istanbul, Turkey, 17 January 2010.
“Bir di ger ortak nokta ise birlikte yadigim bir halkin 6zgurlgl heleki benim adima gasbedimi
Gasp edilmi olan benim irademdir. Bu gaspa kabas kaldirmak Marksist ve devrimci bir gérevdir.
Kirdn bir sorunu var ise o sorun benim sorunlaardlle i¢ ice gecngki Kurdd baski altinda tutan
baskici rejimi bertaraf etmeden ben 6zglr olamiyorgiinkl dga taga yagan bombalar benim
paramla benim enggmle yazdiriliyor benim ¢ocuklarim ddara gonderilip askerdeehit disuyor.
Siren bu sawan ekonomik kaybi Kirduyle Turkldyle hepimize peiknirk icin uluslararasi
emperyalist gli¢ bu sorundan memnun c¢inki silabdatacaklar ve bundan nemalanacaklar.
Egemenler bir bicimde yararlaniyorlar . Yararlanayzmlar kim? Halklar. O halde saya kary!
cikar isek halklarin ¢ikarina hareket esnoiluruz.”
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perceptions of legal and illegal organization beseapeople are continuously
manipulated. Kurds are described all the timeabdrians and terrorists in
the medid’™

(KaslAge: 58-teacher)

Women

As mentioned earlier, the political participatidnmmmen grants a distinguishing
property to the DTP among broadly-based partiekudtey. Although the major
political parties other than the DTP are regardetraadly-based, they lack this
property. It is the participation of women in pm#l life. The existence of women,
who constitute half of society, in party politicsincbe taken as an important variable
showing the degree of being broadly-based. The BERclear example including
women in politics. This inclusive manner is nottnesed to the 40 percent gender
guota set for all posts and boards of the partgmiegation. It also has a qualitative
aspect. As a political party nourished most byKhedish movement, the DTP
helped the traditional structures within the lieé¥urds to be transformed
gradually. When | asked their idea about the padteon of women and gender
politics in the DTP, my male informants respondeth\an optimistic language
emphasizing the betterment of women'’s situatiosoicial and political life due to
the transformatory effect of the party and the Kslrdnovement on the socio-
cultural and political structures that prevent wonfir®m participating in politics:
There are extremely positive improvements. The nfoeeKurdish woman is

politicized the more improvements occur. The platewoman is being
shifted from the home to outside. This consciousniess started to be

174 Kasim (pseudonym), interview by the author, tamrding, Istanbul, Turkey, 17 January 2010.
“DTP, Turkiyedeki sci kesimini hedef alabilir, dizen partilerinden bakmeyen faaliyetleri
yapabilir. Eksiklikler ¢cok ama hedefi Turkiye partblmali. Basin kullaniimali. Kurtlesu gercei
kavramy: Turkiyeli gicleri arkamiza almadan Kirt halkingzgurligiine ulgmak oldukca gugctu
ancak onlerinde bir agcmazlar vardillegal 6rgtlillik ile legal 6rgitliliik arasindakilgsal
anlamda keskin bir ayrim yaratamamak gibi zorluk \@inku insanlar siirekli manipule ediliyorlar.
Sirekli medyada Kurtlerden barbar ve terérist olatzahsediliyor’.
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dominant: Women are half of society. The more theates consciousness,
the easier it becomes to include women in theipaliarena. We are living
in a patriarchal society. That's why women’s papition in [politicall
organization is at such a low level. The [DTP] pdras big problems, too,
but this doesn’t emerge from the perspective oy, it emerges from the
life style of the society. However, the youth arerenactive. Young women
are more active, but their weakness is their lda@xperiencée.”

(KaslAge: 58-teacher)

The women who lost their children [PKK militantd] \aar [armed conflict
between the army and the PKK]... We call them “Maoshef Peace”Barls
Anneler). This is a platform that was established to abate to democratic,
peaceful solution to Turkey by the families thavéndost their children in
armed conflict. They have held continuously negmres and consultations
in Ankara and Diyarbakir for several years. Thattas say, they take
initiatives to bring peace as fast as it could cofMau can see “Mothers of
Peace” at theaziye [condolence for the PKK militants] visiting Bingcét
the funeral of [murdered Turkish Armenian journglidrant Dink; you can
see them in front of the struggle of rights ancedi@m and a problem of a
minority group in Turkey... Yet, substantially, thayake contributions to
the peaceful and democratic solution of the Kurdisliggle and similarly
they carry out activities in our part{’

(Mehmet Hanefi Kaya, Age: 4deByurt district party official)

| often observed many traditionally dressed Kurdigimen, some of whom were

baris anness as well as those younger ones without headscantewearing blue

1% asim (pseudonym), interview by the author, tapeming, Istanbul, Turkey, 17 January 2010.
“Son derece olumlu getheler var. Kirt kadini siyasaliakga gelgmeler artiyor. Kadinin yeri evin
ici olmaktan ¢ikiyorSu biling egemen hale gelmeyestaali : Kadinlar toplumun yarisi! Bu biling
haline geldikce kadinlari da siyasi alana katmakhaada kolay oluyor. Ciddi bir erkek egemen
toplumda yayoruz. Kadinin grgutlenmeye katilmasi bu yuzdeenzaon derece dik. Partinin de
ciddi sikintilari var ama bu partinin bakiagisindan dg&l sosyal yapidan toplumun yama
biciminden kaynaklaniyor. Ama genclik daha akdién¢ kadinlar daha aktif ama kendi icinde zaafi
tecrtbesiz olmalar.”

176 Mehmet Hanefi Kaya, interview by the author, tapeording, Istanbul, Turkey, 26 December
2009.'savata diyelim catgmada cocuklarini kaybeden anneler, onlari biz kiraftan ‘Bari
Anneleri’ adi altinda... Bunlar Turkiye'nin demokiabariscil c6zimiinde katki sunmak amaciyla bu
tip catymada savgta cocigunu kaybeden ailelerin- genelde anneleringtlodugu bir platformdur
bu. Yillardir kah Ankara’da kah Diyarbakirda kahdlgede bunlar strekli olarak istrelerini,
muzakerelerini surddrdrler; yani bain bir an 6nce gelmesi igin gdi temaslarda girsimlerde
bulunurlar. Yani ‘Barg Anneleri’ bir bakarsiniz Bingél'deki bir taziye'dbir bakarsiniz Hrant
Dink’in cenaze téreninde en énde, bir bakarsinik kie 6zgurlikler miicadelesi yuriiten birska
diyelim Turkiye'deki bir azingin sorunu giindeme geflizaman en 6nde (...) ama 6ziinde de Kurt
micadelesinin bagcil ve demokratik ¢ozimine katkisini sunar, awkilde partimiz icerisinde
calismalarini sirdardrler.
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jeans visiting the party to attend the meetingsfakss | inferred, their education
level was quite low with a few exceptions of higihngol graduates or university
students. Several of them could freely have contéttothers including men. Yet,
many of them still only visited the district headgiers and chatted in small groups.
Therefore, the picture of female voters of the DTy mind is something in
between traditional and modern, self-confident simg free to act and suppressed
by the male relatives. Although the party officialed male voters stated that their
[Kurdish] grassroots are very successful and amustin opening wide room for the
participation of women in political life, this walihot be a thorough description of
the situation. Berivan, a young woman aged 18, adtively takes part in the youth
commission of the party, considered the genderlpnolas the most important
problem of Turkey. She stated that “In Esenyuiig still too hard for our woman
comrades to join us. They are obstructed. Therstdrpatterns to be passed
beyond.*”” As | asked how it would be possible that manyitiaeal women could
join demonstrations and conferences held by thiy pslre gave a comparative
response with regard to the entire picture of woimerurkey: “Those who are
beaten most terribly by the system are women. khdibe pressure on women is
much greater in Turks; it is smaller in the DT#Berivan’s concerns about the
strict patriarchal structure of the society weaklevant for Fatih’s statement: “It
is women who hold our party upright. We bring oistexs, mothers and our wives

into politics so that they will learn about sociatyd equality.*”® Men, namely

177 Berivan (pseudonym), interview by the author etapcording, Istanbul, Turkey, 27 December
2009. ‘Esenyurt'ta kadin arkadéarimizin bize katilmasi hala ¢ok gug, engellentel&arsilasihir
heniiz dahaalmayan kaliplar var’

178 Berivan (pseudonym), interview by the authorgtagcording, Istanbul, Turkey, 27 December
2009. ‘Sistemin darbesini en ¢cok alan kadinlardir. Aslintiarklerde daha gucli bir kadin baskisi
var ama bu DTP’de daha zayif.

179 Fatih (pseudonym), interview by the author, tagording, Istanbul, Turkey, 13 January 2010.
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husbands, fathers or brothers, are the main olkedb@tbre or catalyst for woman’s
integration into political life as it is clear frothe expressiolwe bring’ my male
informant uses. According to @ayan, this adoption of Kurdish women to the
public realm is only possible by purifying the wamfeom their sexuality, which is
seen dangerous and/or dirty, and sending thenthetdava[the Kurdish cause]
after this purificatiort®°

This situation in the DTP grassroots shows thairttegration process of the
Kurdish woman to political life encountered a sanifate as that of the Turkish
woman in the sense that Turkish woman was notdtedrwith the modernist
Republic, but only emancipatét. They voted, chose with their free will and
became nominees to rule; yet, this time they wereetl to act within the limits
their “male hosts” drew for them. The DTP womeneveimilar to that in that they
were politicized in the course of Kurdish natiosathovement and their language
and the language that defines them were inevitadind by the “victimization of
Kurdish woman.” However, it should not be ignorbdttthe political participation
of the DTP women despite being instrumentalized ttie sake of the Kurdish
cause” in some respects, helped these women tdlgueshape to the direction of
the political agenda of the party towards a broagece that deals with other

aspects of life which also interest worntéh.

“Partimizi ayakta tutan kadinlardir. serimizi bacilarimizi analarimizi da siyasete ggtruz
mucadelemize katiyoruzidi gi ve toplumu bilmeleri igiri.

180 fandan Cglayan, Analar, Yoldalar, Tanricalar: Kirt Kadin Hareketinde Kadinlar Méadin
Kimliginin Olusumuy (Istanbul:letisim Yayinlari, 2007), p.195.

181 yesim Arat, “From Emancipation to Liberation: The Clgimg Role of Women in Turkey’s
Public Realm”Journal of International Affairs54 (1), Fall 2000, p.107.

182 Caslayan, Analar, Yoldalar, Tanricalar: Kiirt Kadin Hareketinde Kadinlar wadin Kimlginin
Olusumy (Istanbul:iletisim Yayinlari, 2007), p.227.Bu kimlik [Kurt kadini kimgi] onlara sinirlar
¢izse ve uymalar gereken kurallar koysa da, kadiabz konusu kimlik aracgliyla kamusal alana
¢ikma, dger kazanma ya da serbest hareket edebilme gibiatdara kavymular. Kirt kadini
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CHAPTER 5

CONCLUSION

The initial motive that pushed me toward this watks my curiosity about the
DTP’s so-called problem of not being a “Party farrkey.” Now that | have clear
insight into the party regarding its official voieath regard to debates for the
budget of the Turkish state and its party By-lalwsn say that it cannot be labeled
sharply as not being a “Party for Turkey.” Configithe DTP to this end may cause
us to see the picture blurred. It does not walteta mere “Party for Turkey,” it
seeks more than that. It holds great potentiakta tParty for Turkey” in certain
fields from “gender” to “socialist concerns.” Thiisnay seem odd to locate the
DTP in the same category as a conventional “Partyféirkey” and when we take
into consideration thparty’s message to the votas the main determinant for axis
of ethnicity for political parties, the DTP does mppear to be an ethnic party. In
this regard, it stands aseoadly-basegarty with a multi-issue agenda which is
manifest in rival and cooperative forces and dymamsurviving within different
spheres of its existence.

With a general snapshot of the DTP’s being a “Plntyurkey,” we witness

an uncertain picture: Though originally motivatgd“bthnic victimization,” the

kimliginin yeni toplumsal ve politik deneyimlerin kapisaraladigl anlasiliyor. Bu deneyimler,
kadinlari giclendirmi de. Nitekim kadinlarin yam anlatilari, Kiirt hareketine katilarak yadiklari
deneyimlerin, 6zalgilarini ve 6zguvenlerini gicliedigini gosteriyordu. Ote yandan katihmlarinin
etkisi kendileriyle sinirli kalmamiKadinlarin aktif ve kitlesel katilimi, hareketoplumsal cinsiyet
kurgusunu da etkilemi Kadinlar hareketin politik taleplerine kadinlaitiskin talepler eklemeye
baslamular.”
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grassroots supporters of the party do not rejaagheart of the “society of Turkey.”
The DTP people are open to the idea that theiysuduld be a Party for Turkey
only if it does sasKurd. Therefore, despite not as ambitiously asypalites, the
grassroots supporters still appreciate the patfiational sphere by not opposing a
peaceful coexistence in the same country with nardK This idea can be
summarized best as “Turkey-fication instead Tuckifion” and seems to be the
biggest common value shared by both the eliteggamskroots supporters.

The socialist sphere stands as another common @twetween the elites and
the grassroots supporters. Since the DTP voterfyramne from the lower classes,
their demands for economic well-being and sociakdity are inevitably voiced by
the officials too. And these everyday life condisomake a concrete basis on which
voters support the party.

The perception of the eco-feminist sphere shouldrizdyzed after
deconstructing the title “eco-feminist.” Althougbatogist and feminist claims are
made equally-weighed by the party By-laws, neitherelites nor the grassroot
supporters give remarkable importance to ecologicaterns. If we exclude the
officials, none of the informants gave any impocg&to this issue as much as it
exists in the By-laws. As for the other half ofstlsphere, namely feminist concerns,
the party elites and grassroots prove to be camigt that they all gave importance
to the “victimization of woman” and supported gendquality. Given the
institutionalization of the 40 per cent gender guotthe DTP offices, one can claim
that “broadly-based” property of the DTP is obvigusanifest in its feminist
sphere of existence.

Finally, the perception of law and universal valpasticularly human rights

that can be best described as the core valueg @lthbal-Universal Sphere is
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another common ground shared by the elites andssotéhe DTP equally. Because
both to be a politician within the pro-Kurdish titaoh and to be an ordinary

Kurdish individual in many ways come to mean degdion and violation of rights.

On the grounds that the individual holds the Kurddentity as the expression of
his/her self. In this regard, both have difficudti® express themselves. Thus, human
rights values justified and further legitimized tyze norms of universal/international
law and accelerated in the course of the globatimgirocess constitute the broadest
and deepest platform where the people of the pnaliki legal tradition can
guarantee their rights and therefore lives.

This thesis sought to understand whether the ER€PDemocratic Society
Party, the last ring of the chain of pro-Kurdisgdépolitical parties in the first
decade of the twenty first century, evolved intcatvis called a “Party for Turkey”
(Tarkiye Partisi) which means it broadened its scope of politicélvdy to those
issues other than the Kurdish question with regattie acts and thoughts of the
political elites and the expectations and actisiti the grassroots organization and
voters. In this regard, apart from the textual gsialof the official documents of the
party, the study built on interviews with both paofficials and voters in the
Esenyurt district of Istanbul. Given the findingglus research, this thesis argued
that there is a difference between how the pagsessroots and elites perceive the
party.

Grassroots supporters perceived the DTP as arcqgiharty though not
opposing its concerns with the other problems ak&y apart from the Kurdish
Question. In other words, they simply prioritizéeit ethnic problem. On the other
hand, the chairpersons and officials of the partyngly supported its being a “Party

for Turkey” in harmony with its founding documeratsd attempts made by its
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parliamentary group. However, this project of beocwra “Party for Turkey” with a
non-ethnic, broadly-based perspective still inctlittee struggle for the recognition
of the identity and rights of Kurds. The emphagsidius struggle helped the party to
maintain its ties with a grassroots who prioritethnic identity. The elites also
firmly defended the identity and rights of Kurdd yeth a difference in discourse.
While the people emphasized the parallelism betweese rights and the “Kurdish
cause,” the elites used a language of “constitatipatriotism” and “peaceful
coexistence in a democratic country.” Although ttliscursive prioritization
differed, the elites did not move the party towaadsew role without the consent of
the grassroots, they rather helped the stancesajrssroots evolve towards a more
broadly-based perspective.

The project of the DTP becoming a ‘Party for Turkeynot only a process
intrinsic to the DTP. This process is severely t@mnsed by larger factors and
dynamics which have to do with the citizenship potitical regime of Turkey. This
citizenship and political regime rely on a conceization of citizenship which is
intricately linked to a notion of Turkish ethniciénd poses severe legal and
institutional barriers for a political party whistruggles for the recognition of the
identity and rights of Kurds. At the time of fieldwk, these constraints concretely
manifested themselves as the DTP was banned. Mampbers are still in custody
in addition to those who are politically banned.

These legal and political barriers constituteemehge among both the party
leaders and grassroots between those who beliavétre is hope for the
transformation of Turkey'’s political regime whichrcthen allow DTP to become a

‘Party for Turkey’ and those who are pessimistiowtiihe possibility of such a
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democratic transformation. The latter group bekewmre in keeping the ethnic line

of the party.
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