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ABSTRACT 

This study, titled as "Ottoman Court Ceremonial and The Multiple Ceremonial 

Center", attemptes to investigate the ceremonial borders of the Ottoman Court. The 

second concern of this study is to look for a ceremonial center in these borders and 

then is to show the flowing nature of this center which will be called Multiple 

Ceremonial Center at the end of the study. 

The time which this study concentrates on is the last three decades of the 

eighteenth century. When the archival documentation is available and pertaining to 

the context of the study, first two decades of the nineteenth century and some 

references to the sixteenth are included. 

The first chapter deals with the archival documentation pertaining to the 

subject. In this chapter, content and the frequency of the documentation and the 

method they were used in this study are disclosed. 

The second chapter deals with certain examples of the Ottoman Court 

Ceremonial. This chapter gives descriptions of the some main ceremonial 

performances that take place in the Ottoman Court. 

The final chapter of the study attempts to draw the borders of the space where 

these ceremonies are performed and to show that the political gravity is centered 

differently during the ceremonies. 

The appendix section includes the archival documentation used for this study. 
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KISA (jZET 

"Osmanh Saray Torenleri ve Torenlerde C;:ok Merkezlilik" adl11l ta§Jyan bu 

~~ Osmanh Saraymm torensel Sl11lflarl11l arli¥lI1llaktadlf. Aym zamanda, bu 

~a~ada, bu Sl11lfiar i~erisinde bir torensel merkez aranmakta ve !;~manm sonunda 

C;:ok Merkezli Toren olarak adlandlfalacak olan bu merkezin ~an bir yapJSI oldugu 

gosteri1mektedir . 

Bu !;a~anm ele ald~1 zaman dilimi onsekizinci yiizy1hn son otuz yilidlf. 

Elirnizde bulunan lUliv malzemesi konuyla ilgili oldugu zaman, ondokuzuncu yiizy~m 

ilk yirmi y!h ve onaltmci yiizyll ile ilgili b8Z1 gondermelerde !;~ya dal1il edilmi§tir. 

C;:~anm birinci bOliimiinde konuyla ilgi1i ar~v malzemesi incelenmektedir. 

Bu bOliimde, malzemenin i!;erigi ve slkhgl ve bu !;al!~da hangi yontemle incelendigi 

ortaya konmaktadlf. 

ikinci bolum Osmanh Saray Torenlerinden belli b~h olanlarmdan omekler 

, 
vermektedir. Bu bOliim, ele aOOan bu omeklerin genel hatlarIYla tasvirleri 

verilmektedir. 

\ 't;:8h$manm son bOlumiinde ise, bu torenlerin yaplldlgl mekanm SIDlfiarl 

~izilmektedir ve torenler esnasmda siyasa1 aSlfhk merkezinin farkh yerlerde 

odak1ahd~1 gosterihneye !;~~. 

C;:~ada kullanllan ar§iv malzemesi ekler bOliimunde verilmi§tir. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This study is an attempt to draw the flimsy borders where the Ottoman Court 

ceremonial takes place. Firstly, it will venture to visualize the Ottoman Court by 

descnoing and giving modest interpretations of some of the basic ceremonies of the 

Ottoman court. Secondly, the confines and the centers of7in these ceremonies will be 

examined by using certain pivotal concepts such as the exteripr linterior of the 

ceremonial field, the ceremonial center and the threshold (around which ceremonies 

are performed). 

In terms of ceremonial (or ritual) Ottoman Court provides an extensive array 

of examples. These examples, such as accessions, reception of ambassadors, girding of 

the sword and the ceremonies held upon circumcisions and weddings elicit occasions 

of flamboyant expressions of power. 

It is common knowledge that archival documentation in Ottoman History 

becomes scarce for the centuries before 18008, and fur the studies in ritual and 

ceremony Ottoman archives do not serve an exception. Therefore, quantitative 

concerns also play a role in specifying the time period beside the methodological and 

historical interests. For this study hitherto investigated archival documents provide an 

accumulation and frequency, both in time and in the nature of ceremonies, for the 

second half of the eighteenth century. Thus, a descriptive analysis of the changes in 

the Ottoman Court ceremonial and an interpretation of these changes lie beyond the 

scope of this study. 
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In the first chapter of this study, a presentation of the related documentation 

with an emphasis on certain documents will be given. The aim of such an attempt is to 

discuss the method in studying the court ceremonial of the Ottoman Empire and to 

reveal the nature of the documentation pertaining to the subject. 

In the second chapter, some of the ceremonies of the Ottoman court, with an 

emphasis on certain recurring patterns in these ceremonies, will be examined. Also, 

within the limit of documentation gathered, a modeSt attempt will be ventured, again 

in this chapter, as how an unequally reciprocated mechanism of gift giving outlines 

the structure of the Ottoman Court - cosmos-. 

Lastly, in the third chapter, the ceremonial field of the Ottoman Court will be 

drawn according to the examples examined in the second chapter. In this attempt, 

certain state officials will become more significant than the other dignitaries of the 

Ottoman ruling elite. The above mentioned concepts such as the ceremonial field and 

the ceremonial center will be conceived according to the ceremonial perfonnances of 

these officials. Eventually, the summation of the presence of these officials in certain 

places will give us the opportunity to question the validity of the concept of ' 'Multiple 

Ceremonial Center" in the Ottoman context. 
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CHAPTER! 

PRESENTATION OF THE DOCUMENTS 

As it is stated previously, beside the Ottoman chroniclers and· political reform 

treaties, scattered nature of the archival documentation restricts the possibility to reach 

a complete picture of the Ottoman court ceremonial For example, documentation 

depicting the ceremony of girding of sword (kili~ ku§8D1llll merasimi), which carries 

maybe the uttermost importance in understanding the paradoxical nature of the 

sultanic imagery, is non-existent before the reign of Ahmed I I. 

In fact, Topkapi Palace Archive and Prime Ministry Archive provide 

abundance of document directly related with court ceremonial for the eighteenth and 

nineteenth centuries. Research for the relevant documents in Topkapi Palace Archive 

needs a different method from the research done in the Prime Ministry Archive. Since 

the archival documentation is not organized under thematic classifications in Topkapi 

Palace Archive; the research is done under the relevant headings. Accordingly, the 

research for this study was done by looking at certain headings pertaining to ritual, 

ceremony ( toren, merasirn,etc. ) and also at some more specific headings such as 

sword, wedding, circumcision, feast, cradle (kth~, nikah ( arus), bayram, be~ik, etc. ). 

In Prime Ministry Archives, the documentation about ceremony and ritual can directly 

be reached under the " Kamil Kepeci Tasnifi ( Kamil Kepeci Classification ) -

Te~ifat~thk " ( Ceremonials) which include aU regulations of court etiquette. Another 

I) .. Eyilp : DUn / Bugiin". p:55, Sempozywn / AtOlye, II - 12 Arahk 1993, Tarih Vakfi Yurt 
Ya)mlarl, istanbul, 1994 
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c1assification in Prime Ministry Archive is " Cevdet Saray ( Palace ) - Classification " 

which contains infonnation pertaining to various kind of activities that took place in 

the Ottoman Palace. 

Kami1 Kepeci Classification on ceremonials is constituted of five books which 

are numbered as " 664, 664 M ( Miikerrer - Repeated ), 666, 676, 696 M. Except 696 

M, they generally include infonnation in the fonn of lists about the ''hiIat'' ( robe of 

honor) given usually by the Sultan and date back to period between second half of 

the sixteenth and first halfofthe seventeenth centuries (976 - 1037/1569 - 1628). 

Among this 696 M deserves a special attention. It compiles and gives 

infonnation about almost all kind of court ceremonial and etiquette. In addition, in 

terms of the period it covers ( 1173 - 1241 11759 - 1825 ), it serves a possibility to 

reach a more thorough picture of the court ceremonial. Consequently, archival inquiry 

of this study is mainly constructed on the documents taken from this book of 
• 

ceremonials and the documentation taken from the above-mentioned " Cevdet Saray 

(Palace) Classification ". Furthennore, with the documents found in the Topkapl 

Palace Archive and those which coincide with the period covered by the book 696 M, 

some ceremonies can be double-checked. 

Firstly, it should be asked that to what extent the Book 696 M fulfills the 

definition of a ' Book of Ceremonials '. Ottoman Etiquette is very consistent in the 

effort to validate the message carried in the ceremonials and it almost always attributes 

its existence to the tradition. Every document which outlines or depicts a ceremonial 

begins with the stock-phrase as " ber mutad-l kadim ( in accordance to the ancient 

manner) " or " her mucib-i mutad ( in accordance to the necessary manner ) ". It is 
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not certain that whether the Ottoman Court was consciously ttying to construct an 

exemplary' Book of Ceremonial' such as ' The Book of Ceremonial' compiled by the 

Byzantine emperor Constantine vn Porphyrogenitus (AD 913 - S9) 2. 

It is known that the ceremonies was organized under the supervision of 

"Te~~l B8§!- Te~ti (master of ceremonies )"'. The implication is that details of 

every ceremony were known and every faction of the ceremony was told of his task 

by this official. This was done by sending a note in the form of a short letter 

(t~tdan mahrec pusuladlr - letter issued by ceremonial). As such, details of the 

every ceremony was put in an order which can be seen like a scenario of a dehberately 

prepared performance. The prescriptions of the minutely regulated court ceremonial 

verifies the existence of a remarkably developed sensitivity of an imperial etiquette. 

It can be asked that to what function the compilation of a book of ceremony 

served. First of all, the answer can be the awareness of the order which Ottomans 

believed that they achieved. One implication of this awareness was issuing of the 

dynastic law codes - • Kanunnarne" which began in the reign ofMehmed n. 

In "Architecture, Ceremonial, and Power", GUhu Necipogiu shows the 

relation between the proceeding of the law - codes and the development of the court 

ceremonial '. 

, ) A Cameron, "The Con&trUction of the Court Ritual: The Byzantine Book of Ceremonies ", 
pp:106-137, in" Rituals of Royalty: Power and Ceremonial in Traditional S<x:ieties", (ed): 
D.Cannidine and S.Price, Cambridge University Press, First Paperback Edition, 1992 
, ) M.Z. Pakalm,. "Osmanh Tarihi Deyimleri ve Terimleri SOzlilgil ", V:3, p:478, M.E.B. 
Yaymlarl:2537, Istanbul, 1993 
, )G. Necipolllu, " Architecture,Ceremoniai and Power: The Topkapl Palace In The Fifteenth And 
Sixteenth Centuries", pp:3-22. The Architectural History Foundation,Inc., New York. The MIT 
Press,1991 
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Secondly, the distinctive qualities of the period which begins with the reign of 

Mehrned II ( 1451-1481 ) and of the period which is covered by the Book 696 M 

should be taken into consideration. Both periods jut out in terms of skeletal changes. 

Therefore, the development of the court ritual in the reign of Mehrned II in parallel 

with the proceeding of the law • codes, and the compilation of a " Book of 

Ceremonial" in the third quarter of the eighteenth century can be seen as a response 

to these changes. Correspondingly, the expression " muayede-i cedid ( the new 

-fashion of wishing happy festival ) "which appears both in 696 M' and in other 

documents" can be attributed to the changes that took place in the reign ofSelim ill ( 

1789-1807) which is known as the" Nizam-l Cedid (The New Order)" in Ottoman 

History. 

Some examples of those ceremonies which are labeled as new will be given 

below. However, a thorough comparison of the new manner in ceremonial with the 

old one and more importantly what discriminates the new from old with an emphasis 

on the reflection of the new otder on court ceremonial are beyond the reaches of this 

study. 

, ) See appendix 
6 ) See appendix: 
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The content of the Book 696 M 

The book is 160 pages and opens with a section which shows its content'. In 

this content there are 103 set of different cerernonials. Even a short glance, shows us 

the variegated nature of ceremonia1s. The occasions for these ceremonies greatly 

vary. The factions partake in them, define the border of Ottoman Court which 

obviously transcends-the confines of the Palace. Evidently, the pseudomorphic border 

of these ceremonials is indicative to the understanding the shifts in power relations. 

Also, it shows the locus where power resides. 

Not all the ceremonies included in this book pertain to the general occasions. 

Some of them are realized for specific purposes. However, it is certain that those 

ceremonies which are held for specific purposes, at the same time, lay down the 

patterns for similar occasions; or they are performed in the same manner of the similar 

occasions of previous times. These ceremonies range from the reception of 

ambassadors and granting certain offices to nobility of dependent countries to the 

wedding and funeral ceremonies of specific people of the Ottoman Dynasty. 

Moreover, it can be said that, the ceremonies included in the book mostly 

concentrate on the particular events. Instead of giving the outline of ceremonies of 

different occasions , it gives depiction of the ceremonial which pertains to a specific 

person or to an event. In mct, it does not take up the funeral ceremony or the 

ceremony held upon the birth of a sultan's son as a general case, but gives the account 

of a particular person's funeral or birth. 

1 ) Sec appendix 
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For example, the ceremonies performed for the Khan of Crimea when he 

arrives to the Suhan's palace and other ceremonies which held for this occasion cover , 

ten pages and six separate headings. And under each heading is covered a separate 

ceremony of a separate stage of this occasionS. In page S6 of the book, the first 

ceremony is held upon the conferring the Khanate of Crimea in "Astane (the 

threshold of the Suhan's Palace)" and due custom (resm) of gift giving. 

" Astanede milceddeden Kmm Hanltj!1 tevcihi ve istiklal ve taraf-l hilmayundan vedlen 

liba, ve atiyye ve&air riliumatl ve kapani~ i1bail • ," 

The second ceremony is for the authorized recurring of the Khanate to the 

above mentioned Khan ( whose name is not mentioned in this section) and the items 

of income ( avaid ) given by the above-mentioned Khan. 

"Han-I mt\.ialilnileyhin mezun-I muavedet1erinde icra olunan rilsumat ve Khan-l 

m~arilnileyh tarafindan verilen avaid 10," 

The third heading is concerning the arrival of the Khans of Crimea to the 

"Astane" and other "riisumat (customs)" arranged in due order in Davud P* . 

"Kmm Hanlarmm astaneye vilrudu ve Dawd PlI$ada t~ib-i Veiair riliumat ll " 

Fourthly, the ceremony is performed for the items of income given by the 

above mentioned Khans in the occasion of the delivery of the Ottoman standart 

banner and in their return, garments and gifts given to certain people. 

"Han-I mil~i1eyh alem-i ,ancak (eiliminde tara1larmdan verilen avaidat ve avdet1erinde 

ban zevata Iibai olunan ve verilen a(iyye 12 " 

S) See appendix, in pagei 56-66 of the Book, 
• ) See appendix, in pagei 56-59 of the Book 696 M 
10) See appendix, in pages 59-60 of the Book 696 M 
11) See appendix, in pagei 61-62 of the Book 696 M 



Then, the mentioned Khan is given presents by certain dignitaries of the 

Ottoman State. 

" Han-I m~arilnileyhe b3Z1 rical-i devlet-i aliyyeden verilen hediye 13 " 

The last one is about the ceremony concerning the meeting of 'Tevlci Pa~a', 

'Kethiida Beg 'and 'Reis Efendi' written in the day of arrival of the mentioned Khan. 

"Han-I miliarilnileyhin VOrudu giinil Tevki PaiB ve Kelhilda Beg ve Rei, Efendinin 

istikballerine dair Y3Z11an suret-i t~ifat I. " 

As such, details of the ceremony which is performed in the case of granting 

such an khanate and other ceremonies which seems to turn around the main event, 

can be learnt. The confirmation that the necessary custom is maintained according to 

the general character of each different cermony is granted by the above mentioned 

phareses.Therefore, it can be concluded that the Book 696 M gives depiction of the 

ceremonies which pertains to a specific period. Though, it is certain that it is a 

continuation of the traditional patterns, it should be kept in mind that special felftOltlS.. 

of the time of compilation can also be influential. 

The above example also shows that ceremonial is not a simple, uncomplicated 

operation. On the contrary, it is complicated and multi-layered. First of all, the 

implication is that the separate ceremonies are performed by different factions of the 

occasion. In other words, it usually is not a single ceremony, but a chain of 

ceremonies which are at the same time interconnected. The grandeur and its 

exposition are sustained through a set of ceremonies which are in a sense the 

" ) See appendix, in page 63 oflhe Book 696 M 
" ) See appendix, in page 64 of the Book 696 M 
14 ) See appendix, in pages 65-66 oflhe Book 696 M 
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exemplary of the Ottoman order. In this respect, the ceremonial seems to exist in 

order to preserve its own ideal. The identity of those who take part in the ceremony is 

strictly regulated. Even a short glance to them reveals that almost all of the 

ceremonies are constructed on a fixed structure. So that, they seem to be an insistent 

continuation of the order whose roots are established in an indefinite past. 

The ceremonial which is the manifestation of this order is strictly regulated 

both in time and space. Mostly, beside the spatial arrangements, it is also performed 

according to a time schedule. As being the first step, in order to arrange the ceremony 

according to a scheduled timing, a note is issued from the office of ceremonial 

showing the exact time (in day, hour and minute). This note punctually demonstrates 

when the conceming official should be present for the ceremony 15. Beside this note of 

timing, almost all of the documents begin with the prescriptions which sets the proper 

time schedule. Aft~r the proper time is announced, spatial arrangements are 

prescribed. As such, the time and place are declared to those who partake in the 

ceremony. 

In terms of proceeding of the ceremony, it seems that there are several type of 

documentation issued from the office of ceremonial. One is about announcing the 

time of the ceremony to the necessary officials ( such as the one, described above ) 

and the documents which announce the liabilities to those officials who take part if! 

the ceremony". However, beside this formal announcements, there appears another 

" ) " T~rifatdan mahrec saat pusulasldIr ... ". see appendix, TSAE.6217 
16 ) " Hrrka-YI ~erif ziyareti i~in ulemaya yanlan tezkireler surcti ", see appendix, BA. KK, 696 M 
p:122 

,. 
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kind of documentation which only lists the officials who are invited to certain 

ceremonies 170r present in convocation, such as the "Divan (the council)"". 

Plus, some of the documentation which are categorised under ceremonial, 

does not deal with the prescription or depiction of the ceremony at all. One example is 

the recording of Selim IIrs passage through the particular conventions of the court 

etiquette'". If we can accept that the information given in this document lies the 

patterns of a ~ehzade's upbringing, It can be conIuded that a ~ehzade has his first hair 

cut when he is three, begins to practice the kuran when he is five and he is 

circumcised when he is thirteen. The document also states that Sultan Selim completes 

practicing kuran in four years when he is nine years old; yet, this accomplishment 

sould rather be attributed to personal capacities. Also, the age when he is circumcised 

seems quite late. Another example prescribes the decoration of the horse which is 

rode in the "Kurban Bayranu (feast of sacrifices)"2 •. 

It is evident that the ceremonial in the Ottoman Court operates in a network, 

the factions of which routinely complies to their liabilities. In this network, it is not 

easy to determine the center from where the gist of the ceremony permeates. Several 

domain of influences with their elaborately structured pieces of action partake in this 

official drama. Although, it is obvious that this network is hierarchicly organized, the 

shifts in this equilibrium yields a mutable picture of the court ceremonial. 

Correspondingly, a remarkable amount of ceremonial prescription in the Book 

696 M belongs to those ceremonies which are performed by "Sadrazam ( The Grand 

" ) " Mctverct vuku'unda huzur-, hQrnayuna davct olunanlar ve lertib alayJ ", see appendix, BA,KK, 
696 M,p:95-96 
:') " Divan-, hfunayunda kubbe-i ,ani de kuud edenler ". see appendix, BA,KK, 696 M.p:76 
9 ) See appendix, TSA. E.IO 183 

'" ) See appendix, BA. CS.883 
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Vezir)" and "~eyhiilislam (The chief canonical functionary of the empire)" and 

sometimes to those which take place between the two. More than ten headings in the 
, 

Book 696 M belong to the ceremonies which revolve around Sadrazam or 

$eyhiilislam21 and one heading about the ceremony which takes place between the 

two in the "Ieyl-i kadir (The night preceding either of the two days of bayram)22 ". 

The ceremonies which are performed by the grand vezir is titled with the term "asefi 

(pertaining to the grand vezir)", like the first two headings of the Book 6% M. 

"Ramazan-I ~erifde iftar-I 3iefi" 23 

"Leyl-i kadirde ieyhillislam efendiye sadrazam hazr.::tlerinin iftara gitmesi ve bed-i 

muayede-i 3iefi" 24 

'I ) Sec appendix, in pages 1,26,46,66,71,73,74.78130,133,140 of the Book 
696M 
" ) See appendix, in page 2-3 in Book 696 M 
" ) Sec appendix, BA,KK, 696 M,p: 
" ) See footnote 22 
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CHAPTER II 

EXAMPLES FROM THE OTTOMAN COURT CEREMONIAL 

As it was discussed above, Ottoman court ceremonial is a united performance 

and a ceremony is realized with the contribution of several peripheral factors. In fact, 

this is the reason of the ceremonial's illustrative character to the understanding of the 

power relations. Taking part in these ceremonies,and holding a kind of monopoly in 

the making of peripheral arrangements meant the confirmation of the status. 

Therefore, for the ruling elite of the court, ceremonies function as a mirror in order to 

see themselves as a part of the order with which their status are defined. 

The Ceremony of Girding of Sword 

As a representative example, we can take a close look to the ceremony of 

"girding of sword". Proceedings of the ceremony begins long before the central event. 

One of them is the preparation of the horse which the sultan rides. It is known that for 

dynastic parades the sultan's horse is suspended in the air and \eft without food all 
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night and the day before the these processions 2S. Therefore, we can also guess that 

the same preparation is made for the procession to Eylip 26 • 

As it is known, the ceremony of girding of sword takes place in Eylip where 

the tomb of Eylip Ensari and other tombs of certain religious dignitaries are found 

The procession to and from Eylip is realised both in land and sea. If the travel to 

Eylip is made by the land then the procession returns to the palace by the sea ". 

Therefore, the stations are determined and prepared for the procession. A document 

(1204-1789), shows the expenses which are made to buy the necessary sand to 

prepare the piers of the procession's stations ,a. As such the document reveals both 

one of the details of the ceremony and the stations which are travelled in the 

procession. These stations in the document are, Alurkapi lskelesi (pear), Kumkapi 

tskelesi, Yenikapl tskelesi, <;atladlkapi tskelesi and t~erikapllskelesi. 

Another document of this two directional procession is about the demand 

made by the "Valide Sultan (the mother of the sultan)" from the sultan to issue the 

due decree to order the course (by land or sea) which the procession will travel ' •. The 

connection of the "Valide Sultan" to this network is quite intresting. However, the 

reason why such a paperwork is done by the valide sultan, perhaps, can partly be 

explained by the increased influence of women in the state affairs. 

After having stated briefly some of the preparations, we can now look in more 

detail at another ceremony which is closer to the central ceremony of girding of 

" ) G. Necipoj!lu " Architecture, Ceremonial and Power:The Topkapi Palace in the Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Centuries ". p:30,The Architectural History Foundation,Inc., NewYork,The MIT 
Press,1991 
,. ) For detailed description of "KI1m~ AJay!" see I.H. Uzun~arilb. "Osmanb Devletinin Saray 
TCikilall" ,pp: 189-200. T. T.K. Bas1l11evi,Ankara, 1988 
~'} AD.Alderson, "The Structure of the Ottoman Dynasty", p:4I.Oxford at the Clarendon Press,1956 
_S ) See appendix, BA. CD.16673 
,. ) See appendix, BA.CS.29 
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sword. It is the customary ceremony which is perfonned by the sadrazam (the chief 

vezir). ActuaIy, it seems that this ceremony which is perfonned by sadrazam, 

cooperates with the ceremony of girding of sword .. For, it is this ceremony which 

begins right before the girding of sword and continues after it is finished. A document, 

which is again included in the Book 696 M prescnbes in detail the perfonnance of the 

sadrazam 3 •• 

The ceremony begins with the sadrazam's arrival to the Sultan's Palace (saray-l 

hiimayun). He reposes in the "kubbe-i hiimayun (the site where councils of state and 

public receptions used to be held)" until he is infonned that the procession is 

arranged. Then, he comes to the "orta kapl" (second gate which opens to the second 

court) and waits (bazret-i cihandariye miiterakktb olurlar) to be infonned for "b~" 

(a mode of mounting). There he waits with "§eYhiilislam and kaptan p*" (the chief 

canonical functionary of the empire and the commander of the Ottoman navy)in his 

left side for the sultan to appear from the second gate. When sultan appears '\:a~" 

(the halberdiers of the body guard that escorts the sultan on state occasions) "~ 

ederler" (acclaims) and when sadrazam salutes the sultan in a manner of kissing the 

ground (zeminbus gune temenna eylediklerinde), ~avu§llll again acclaims. Then the 

sadrazam with ~yhiilislam and kaptan p* take their position in front of the 

"yedekler" (those who leads the horses) and the procession begins. When the 

procession reaches the vicinity of the Sultan Mehmed Mosque, sadrazam descends 

from his horse and waits for the sultan to approach and kisses the ground. Once again 

~a~ acclaims. At this stage of the ceremony sadrazam performes the service of 

,. ) See appendix, in page 67 of the Book 696 M, BA, KK 
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"bagalgirlik" (a person who takes anoyher by the upper part of the arm, to support 

him) in the right side of the suhan. After the visiting of the mosque, sadrazam again 

makes his service of bagalgirlik, the suhan mounts and is acclaimed then sadrazam 

waits for the "im-i hiimayun" (sultan's permission) to mount. When the procession 

reaches Eyiip, sadrazam descends from his horse at the "seng-i rikab" (the monument 

of the court of the mosque), waits for the suhan to approach and as he kisses the 

ground ~VU§llll again acclaims. Repeatedly, as suhan marches through the tomb he 

. perfortnes his duty of bagalgirlik in the right side of the sultan. After the sword is 

girded the procession passes through the inner court of the mosque and if the 

procession travel back to the palace by the sea sadrazam makes the customary "te~" 

(luck attend thee) to the sultan and then he mounts his horse at the seng-i rikab and 

c;avu§llll acclaims. 

in terms of symbolic placing of the sadrazam into the ceremonial proceedings 

this example is very illustrative. As it is seen above, Sadrazam's perfortnance (or his 

actions) is again minutely regulated. It seems that in this procession he takes the 

leading role. Ahhough, the document does not tell us about the identity of the second 

bagalgir (since it may change in accordance to the power relations of the court), 

Sadrazam's service of bagalgirlik is very important for him as an confirmation of his 

status in this hierarchical order. The detailed examination of the above example seems 

to reveal certain features common to almost all ceremonies perfOrtned in the Ottoman 

court. It will be attempted below to ascertain these features after looking at two more 

significant examples of the ceremonies. 



17 

The Wedding Ceremony 

One of the most elaborately performed ceremony of the Ottoman court is the 

wedding ceremony. Since marriages are effective tools in maneuvering the court 

politics, this fact also reveals itself in the wedding ceremony which elicits remarkable 

occasions of pomp and magnificence. Different from some other ceremonies solely 

performed in the palace, wedding ceremony is much more known to the public. 

Preparations of the ceremony are maintained in a larger scale and the procession 

passes through the streets of the city. The streets where procession passes are 

improved and sometimes some of them are enlarged for the passage of big "nalul" 

(ornamented palm trees) which are the essential part of the wedding and circumcision 

ceremonies. 31 

"An essential and symbolic element W8i the wedding palm tr_ called nalul. These were a 

type of thyrsus or maypole -a fertility symbol- ~ich were always carried in procession at weddings 

and circumcisions.~ 32 

The festivities which are created around the wedding and circumcision 

ceremony usually last fifteen days and some of them exceeds one month. The feast 

31) 6zdemir Nutku, "IV. Memct'in Edime ~enligi (1675)", pp:6S-76, T.T.K.Basunevi, Ankara, 1987 
3' ) See, Metin Ancl"lstanbul in the 16th Century:The City.The Palace. Daily Life.", p:160, Akbank 
Culture and Art Publicatios:59, istanbul,1994 
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which was given on the occasion of the circumcision of the Murad nr son Mehmed 

ill lasted approximately two months ". 

If we take our attention from the festivities and focus on the ceremony itself, 

we see that the wedding ceremony again is not an individual ceremony but is a 

manifold performance. One of its important parts which is rarely mentioned in the 

literature is "cihaz alay!" (the procession which is ordained for the transportation of 

the trousseau of a bride). Archival documentation implies that this procession is 

administered concurrently with the wedding procession. Once more the execution of 

cihaz alayi is minutely regulated. A document which of dates 18 Saban 1152 (20 Ekirn 

1739-Curna) precisely prescribes the time, the course and the officials who should be 

present at the procession 34. Both the bride and the groom are the children of ex-

vezirs.It should be noticed that most of the document prescribes the outfit of the 

officials and the decoration of the cars with which the cihaz of the bride is 

transported. The same document continues with the presription of the wedding 

procession's arrangement (tertib-i alaY-1 arus) 35. This prescription again mostly deals 

with the outfit and the hierarchical line up of the attending officials. 

Another document'" which dates 25 Muharrem 1162 (26 Ocak 1748) 

prescribes the cihaz alay! of Ziibeyde Sultan (1728-1756) who marries to Darnad K1z 

A1i-zade Siileyrnan P~37. Most probably, due to the fact that she is the doughter of a 

sultan (Ahmed ill), the procession is more refined titan the procession of the above 

example. Another difference is that for the procession of Ziibeyde Sultan, at a certain 

" ) I.b.l.d.,pp:I64-165 
34) See appendix.TSA,E:IOI6813 
" ) See appendix. tSA,E: 10168/3 
3") See appendix. TSA,E: 1016815 
l') Yllmaz Oztuna."Devletler ve Hanedanlar Tarihi-TilrkiYe(1074-1990)".C:2. p:226. Kl1Iti1r 
Bakanll~1 Yaymlarl. B~akanhk Baslmevi. Ankara,1989 
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stage the sultan (Mahmud I) appears m procession and due preparations are 

conducted for his presence. 

"ievketli kudretli mehabetli padiiah-l a1einpenah hlllIetleri cihaz a1ayml temllfa 

buyuracaklan mahalin dahi haberi VOruduyla tarik-i mahSUiadan a1aym imran tertib ve bu vechile 

imrar olunur~ 

For the proceedings, the officials who partake in the procession are invited by 

both in written form (tezkere) and orally. As for the service of "Sagdt\t" (the matron 

who accompanies the bride when conducted to her husband's house), "Kethuda Beg" 

(the steward of the establishment of the grand vezir) is appointed and only he can ride 

a horse during the procession. 

"sa~ch~ kethiida beg hlllIetleri selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile yalmtta ".3. 

Yet, it can be said that again the prescription of the procession mainly deals 

with the officials who sould be present in the ceremony and secondly the hierarchical 

arrangement of these officials with their due outfit and decoration. 

As for the wedding procession (arus alayI) of liibeyde Sultan we have another 

document" which supplements to the information examined above. The prescription 

begins with acknowledging the time and palace to the "rical-i devlet-i aliyye" 

(dignitaries of the Ottoman Empire) and "ulerna" (the corps oflega! councillors of the 

state of islam). The dignitaries are acknowledged by kethuda be~ who is the sagdl~ 

and ulema by the notes issued by the "mektubi efendi" (clerk who writes official 

letters). All of these dignitaries are firstly invited to the guest room of the "daru's-sade 

" ) See footnote 35 
3. ) See appendix, TSAE: 10 168/6 
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agasl" (the chief officer of the sultan's palace) and served food, coffee, sweet drink 

and fumigatOly (huzzara ikram-I tam ve kahve ve §efbet ve buhur merasimi ile tevkir 
, 

ve ikram olunub). After that the document prescnbes again the arrangement of the 

procession which is a very large one. While passing through the ports of the course of 

procession , the prescription states that if the view is open a single glance of royalty is 

taken then firstly "Admiral Vezir Mtikerrem p." and secondly sadrazam perform 

the ceremony of kissing ground (zeminbus merasirm). 

"miyen-i mftrurda manwa-yt hiimayun gilfade ise nawe-i iltifat-I mlllukane-i m~ahed 

buyrulmaj!la ibtida vezir-i miikerrem kaptan p~a hmetl«i at fllerinden rikaba beraber zeminbui 

merasimi icra ve ~VU$an all(1, ederl« badebu rafetli sadrazam hmetleri ... kezalik at fllerinden 

zeminbui ve ~VU$an a1k1, ederler." 40 

It should be noticed that the information found in these documents is 

particillarly related with the arrangements of the procession. They explain in detail the 

line up and the outfit of the persona grata according to thier ranks. Some of the 

ceremonies mentioned in these documents, such as "zeminbus merasirni" or 

"kahve,§erbet ve buhur merasimi" are left out without further prescriptons. 

40 ) See appendix, TSA.E: 10 168/6 
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The Procession of Cradle 

Another example of the Ottoman court ceremonial which is briefly 

summarised below is "Be~ AlaYl" (the procession of the cradle of the new born 

prince). It seems that this procession is a part of the festivities held upon the birth ofa 

prince which is called "veladet-i hiimayun" (the imperial birth). 1.H.Uzun"arim also 

points out this fact; 

" veladet-i hilmayun denilen padiiah ~larmm dogumlarmda, herhalde onyedinci 

ailfdan itibaren ihdai edilmij bir talum merasim yaPl1lfdI; bunlarm ikiii valide sultan ile sadrazamm 

gOndermi~ olduklarl beiik ve yorgan ve srrmall Ortil mQnasebetiy1e yapllan beiik alay1andrr". 41 

Three documents which date back to the third quarter of the eighteenth 

century shows that the be~ is prepared under the supervision of the sadrazam42.Also 

in the presence of the sultan a jeweled imperial aigrette (murassa sorgut;-I hiirnayun 

vaz edilir) is put on the top of it. In front of the "hrrka-Yl ~rif' (the mantle of 

Muhammed), be~ is decorated with some other objects such as a jeweled knife, and 

a suspended ascription". One of the other documents" states that the be~ is 

delivered by the superintendend of the treasury (Hazine Kethiidasl) which shows that 

the new born is a princess". By reckoning on the date of the document (1193-1779) 

41 ) l.H.Uzun~ilh, "Osmanh Devletinin Saray Tetkilau", p:168, T.T.K. Basune\~, Ankara, 1988 
42) See appendix,TSA,E:821,5020/1,5020!2 
43 ) See appendix, TSA,E:5020/1 
4. ) See appendix, TSA,E:5020/2 
4S) See i.H.Uzun~ar~lh, "Osmanh Devletinin SarayTetkilatl", pp:167-171, T.T.K. Basunevi, 
Ankara, 1988 
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we can also conclude that she is Melek-$ah Sultan, one of the twelve daughters of 

Abdiilhamid I". 

The last document pertaining to the subject gives us the list of "hilat" 

given to those dignitaries which are present in the procession". The date of the 

document is not given. However, since the names of sadrazam and kethiida are 

mentioned (Sadrazam Dervi§ PII§a and Kethiida-yt Sadr-I Ali lbrahim Nazif Efendi) 

and there is only one year, in which these two names matches, we can conclude that 

the year we are looking for is1776. Due search, reveals that the royal birth that the 

document shows belongs to Abdiilhamid I. However, since there is not any other clue 

in the document, which of the four royal births the document mentions can not be 

determined'·. 

The Ceremony Performed for the Sehr.ade's Befining to Practice the Kuran 

An important ceremony which marks one of the certain stages in the 

upbringing of the ~hzade is the ceremony which is performed when a ~hzade is 

begun to be taught Kuran. If we compare this ceremony with the ceremonies of 

previous examples, we come across again the minutely regulated proceedings. The 

'6) Yllmaz Qztuna,"Devletler ve Hanedanlar-Tilrkiye(l 074-1990)",c:2, p:239, Kiiltilr Bakanhgl 
Yaymlarl,Baibakanhk Basunevi,l989 
47) Secappendix,TSA.E:821 
.. ) See footnote 46 
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document sayS49 that the proceedings begin two days before the ceremony by 

erecting tents which are again diversified according to the ranks of the attending 
, 

officials (Otak-l gerdun-rutak for sadrazam, oba,for §eYhiilislarn, naklbiilevaf and 

sadreyn-i muhteremeyn and cergeler for yeni~eri agaSl, defterdar efend~reisiilkiittab 

efendi and ~aVU§~l agalan), Tents are erected in the area which directly filces the 

Pearl Kiosk so. Secondly the officials of the imperial kitchen are instructed to be 

prepared and the due garments of the attending officials are indicated. For the 

praying only the sheikh of Ayasofya is appointed. After having stated the proper 

garments (also in terms of the season - ber mukteza-Yl mevsim) which should be 

worn, document depicts the arrival of sadrazam and other above mentioned high 

ranking officials to the palace. Then, they come to the tents which are arranged 

according to their ranks, $eyhiilislam, Nalabiile§raj, Sadreyn-i Muteremeyn, Yenir;eri 

Agasl and Defterdar Efendi are invited to the tent of sadrazam. Here, they are firstly 

served coffee and desert then food by DariissadetiiNerije Agasl. However, not all of 

them served at the same tent., $eyhzllislam and Dariissadetii§-§erife Agasl are served 

in the sadrazam's tent and the others eat in their own tents. After the food is finished, 

and when the arrival of suhan to the Pearl Kiosk is told, all dignitaries come in front 

of the sadrazam's tent and salutes the sultan by touching their beard (sakal-beste-i 

selarn). Sadrazam, then, approaches to the sultan and when he kisses the ground, 

<;avUfan acclaims. After this standard mode of salutations of suhan, sadrazarn 

performes the service of Bagalgiri while sultan dismounts and they enter into the 

kiosk where they wait for a while. When they are allowed by the suhan, all of the 

attending officials, with the permission of the sultan, leave the kiosk. This point seems 

49) See appendix, TSA,E:lOl72 
50 ) G. Necipo~lu " Architecture, Ceremonial and Power:The Topkapl Palace in the Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Centuries ", p:226,The Architectural History FoundatiOl1.Inc., NewYork,The MIT 
Press,1991 
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to be the conclusion of the first stage, if we try to conceieve this ceremony as 

theatrical performance. 

The second stage begins when sadrazam and other digniteries returnes to the 

palace. Here, they wait for the ~hzade. ~ehzade appears on horse back with aigrette 

and white fur in his turban (destarlarmda sorgu~ ve beyaz-l ~bib kiirk). In front of the 

~hzade, a kuran set on veiled stool is carried above the hands of the tutors of ~hzade 

(lalalannm b3§l ilzerinde telli ~ekme pu§ideli rahle ilzerinde mushaf-l ~rif ile). 

Sadrazam escorts the ~hzade back to the Pearl Kiosk. Here begins the third stage of 

the ceremony where the main event (begining to practice the kuran) takes place. 

Firstly, Sadrazam is allowed (only Sadrazam) to carry and make him stand in front of 

the sultan. Then, again Sadrazam takes ~hzade to the stool where the practice of 

kuran is realized. Lastly, the document list the officials who will be conferred with 

"hilat" (robe of honor) or "kiirk" (fur). 

The Visit of" H,ka-y, Serif 

Every year on the fifteenth of Ramadan, the visit of hirka-Yl ~rif and due 

ceremonies are performed in the Ottoman court. This ceremony is very important in 

order to understand the united character of the Ottoman order which seeks its validity 

both in secular and religious spheres. 
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"Books of ceremoniea; from the eighteenth and nineteenth centuriea; dea;cribe a ceremony 

that took place on 15 Ramadan, when grandeea; were invited to venerate the Prophet's mantle in the 

throne room of the Privy Chamber complex." 51 

Before the ceremony is performed, in the chamber where Prophet's mantle is 

preserved, some other proceedings take place. If look at this ceremony in terms of 

continuation, we see that it again fallow a basic certain structured pattern. Firstly, the 

dignitaries are invited by notes (tezkereler) or orally (lisanan). Then comes the 

convocation of those dignitaries who are invited. The time of the convocation and the 

place (places) are again strictly regulated. For this ceremony, the time is after the 

midday service and the place is babiissade (The Gate of Felicity). 

"Yevm-i merkumda zikr oIunan rieal badl:hu eda-Y1 salatil'z-2IIhr babll'rsadede mevcud 

bulunmalaflyla" 52 

. Before the ceremony reaches its peak in the chamber where Prophet's mantle 

is preserved, sadrazam and §eyhiills/am seem to be the leading actors. One reason of 

such an conclusion is that the service of baga/girlik, this time is performed for these 

two grandees when they come to the Gate of Fe/icity. After that again according to 

the due hierarchy all dinitaries enter into the chamber where the coffin and the mantle 

.are placed. The central event of touching the mantle (ruhsude) with the face takes 

place after reading kuran. But, the mantle can not be touched directly; thus, it is 

touched via a napkin which is placed in between the 1iIce and the mantle. The first 

grandee who perf ormes ruhsude is sadrazam. 

51 ) G. Necipoglu " Architecture, Ceremonial and Power:The Topkapl Palace in the Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Centuries", p: 151 ,The Architectural History Foundalion,lnc., NewY ork, The MIT 
Press,1991 
") "Osmanhlarda TOre ve TOrenier - Tep-ifal-J Kadime", Esal Efendi. p:31, Terciiman 1001 Temel 
Eser, Istanbul, 1979 
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After having looked at and briefly sumrnerized some of the documents 

pertaining to the ceremonies that take place in the unclear confines of the Ottoman 

Court, certain points in these documents need further dehberation. 

Muayede - BavramlasmIl 

fA wishing of one to another haPPY festival or visiting one another at religious 

festivals) 53 

" Muayede" (or "Bayr~ma") is an old custom and celebrated at the end of 

the Ramadan. Being a festive event, it elicits variety of ostentatious ceremonies. These 

ceremonies are performed collectively. Visitation is one of the main performances 

during the "Bayram" and the custom in visitation is that always the younger member 

of the family visits the elder one in elder's house or the inferior visits the superior in 

the superior's house. 

The Ottoman Court is not an exception to the general pattern. A considerable 

amount of activity takes place during "Bayram". To the extent that all Ottoman 

officials are set into action according to a general plan. In this plan every state official 

") "Turki&h and Engli&h Lexicon", Sir lW.Redhouse, p:1900, Calln Yaym1an, Istanbul, 1992 
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is needed to be in its place. For high ranking officials such as "Sadrazam" and 

"~eyhillislam" this place is the private house of these officials. Since, every official is 
, 

superior or, at the same time, inferior of another official in the stately order, except 

the Suhan, they visit and accept visitation during the "Bayr~" according to a 

schedule. Because of that, "Bayr~" for the Ottoman Court begins four or five 

days before the "Bayrarn". And, it ends with the visitation of Suhan in the Palace 

which seems to represent the peak of the ceremonies that take place during "Bayram". 

"Bftyilk Efendi, lmparatcrluaun yasalanna bagh olarak Bayram'm, ki onlarm kamavaluhr, 

ilk gilnilnde, yani oru~ ayt olan Ramwn SODa erince kendisini halka gOstermek, bfttiln bOyiIk 

kiiilerin ve kendi hizmetkarlanndan yilkSek rIltbeli olanlarmm giysisini (etegini) Opmesine mftsaade 

temek durumundadlr". 

In "Te~ifirt-l Kadime" a general plan of these visitations (or 

ceremonies) is given in detail for the last decade of the eighteenth and the first of the 

nineteenth centuriesss. As it is stated in the book, on the twenty-sixth of Ramadan, 

Sadrazam visits ~eyhillislam in the ~eyhiilislam's houses6. For this visitation a 

ceremonial procession is prepared and Sadrazam is accompanied by "Reisiilkilttab" 

and "<;avu§~". The next day (twenty-seventh of Ramadan) this visit is repaid by 

~eyhillislamS7. In the same day, other high ranking officials (such as "Anadolu" and 

"Rumeli Kazaskerleri" and vizirs) visit first Sadrazam and then ~eyhiilislam. This 

reciprocal visitation continues until the first day of "Bayram" when all these officials 

convoke at the palace to visit the Suhan. "Bayraml~a" in the palace is again strictly 

" ) "BftyiIk Efendinin SaraYl", Robert Wither" p:J33, Pera Turizm ve Ticaret A.~ .• Ya)'ln No:3, 
Ceviri Eserler:I, Istanbul, 1996 
" ) "Osmanhlarda TOre ve Torenler - Te¢fat-l Kadime", Esal Efendi, pp:45-74, Tercilman 1001 
Ternel Eser, liatnbul, 1979 
,.) l.b.l.d, p:45 
" ) I.b.1.d., p:46-47 
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regulated to such an extent that in "Te¢fat-I Kadime" an illustrative plan of 

"BayraIllla§ma" is givenlS• 

The Sultan receives visitation as seated on Ii gold throne which is placed at the 

second gate (In Metin And's "tstanbul in the 16th Century", the throne is said to be 

set up in the main gatewat9
). In Suhan's visitation all state officials kiss the lower 

part of the Sultan's gannent (The ceremony of "Etek Opme") according to a 

hierarchical order. This tradition can be different and performed as kissing the hand of 

the Suhan in the sixteenth century. Metin And, in the above mentioned book states 

that: 

" Early on the fir~ morning of the Bayram, all pashas and officien of the court went to the 

palace, where the Sultan received them seated on a gold throne set up in the main gateway, and each 

in turn ki&&ed hii hand to signifY thier con~t loyalty and obedience. ,,60 

For the "BayrllJllla¥na" with Sultana detailed description is given in 

"Te~ifut-I Kadime,.6I. The first dignitary who kisses the lower part of the Sultan's 

gannent is "Naklbiile~af'. The book states that whatever the rank of "Naklbiile~af' 

is the Suhan stands and is acclaimed. If he is in the rank of "Anadolu Kazaskeri" or 

"Rumeli Kazaskeri", he comes to the presence of Sultan a second time, after the 

vizirs. The fiuniIy of the Sultan and some lower ranking officials (such as, "Mirahur 

AgaIar", "Ocakhlar", "Sikar AgaIarl", "C;~igirb~", "MiiteferrikaIar") kiss the 

" ) I.b.J.d., p:55 
59) Metin And, "istanbul in the 16th Century. The City. The Palace. Daily Life", p:265, Akbank 
Culture and Art Publications:59, istanbul, 1994 
60) I.b.J.d., p:265 
61) "Osmanhlarda T6re ve Torenler - TC¥ifat-J Kadime", pp:58-6I, Terciiman 1001 Temel Eser, 
istanbul, 1979 
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"Yen"("Very long cuff covering the whole hand,')62 of the Sultan's gannent instead 

of"Etek Opme". 

When the Sadrazam's tum comes a more elaborated ceremony is performed. 

The Sultan again stands while Sadrazam is kissing first his right foot and then his left 

foot. After that Sadrazam awaits, standing, on the right side of the throne. Visitation 

ceremony ends with the "T~ifa~l Efendi"'s kissing of the Sultan's gannent. 

All these performances take place before the "Bayram N amazl" (a special pray -­

at the dawn of the first day ofBayram). 

Funeral Ceremony 

For the funeral ceremony, we will examine certain examples which we find in 

"Te$fifat-l Kadime'>63. These ceremonies range from the death of Abdiilhamid I to the 

ceremonies that took place upon the death of certain dignitaries and of the Sultan's 

family. For our study we will mainly concentrate on the funeral ceremony of 

Abdiilhamid I and of the "Valide Sultan" (Mother of the Sultan). 

62) "Tilrkish and English Lexicon", Sir James Redhouse, p:2205. Ca~n Yaymlan. istanbul, 1992 
" ) "Osmanhlarda Tore ve Torenler - Tqrifat-l Kadime", pp: 109-117, Terciiman 1001 Temc1 Eser, 
j'tanbul, 1979 
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Abdiilhamid I died in 1789. When he died the new Suhan Selim III was 

already enthroned and from the description given in "T~-I Kadime", it is 

understood that Selim III also attended the funeral ceremony of the deceased Suhan. 

In "Te¢fat-I Kadime" it is stated that for the preparations of the funeral of the 

deceased Suhan a permission is needed from the new Sultan64
• After having the 

permission of the Sultan, high ranking officials of the palace are commissioned for 

preparations. After the ablution, funeral is carried by these dignitaries above their 

hands and placed in front of the "Babiissade" (Third Gate) for the funeral pray. As it 

was mentioned above, the new Sultan also attends this stage of the ceremony, except 

that he prays separately, just inside the third courtyard. This fact having a special 

importance for our disccussion, explicitly defines the two concerrent ceremonial 

center which are separated by "Babilssade". 

As for the funeral ceremony of the "Valide Sultan", almost the same 

ceremonial pattern is applied. In "Te§fifat-l Kadime" the date of the death of "Valide 

Suhan" is stated as 10 "Eylill" (September) 1739. The funeral ceremony of "Valide 

Sultan" takes place in front of the "Yah Ko~" (One of the kiosks OfTOpkaPl Palace 

along the Marmara sea). Again, a permisson is needed from the Suhan for the place 

where the deceased "Valide Suhan" is buried. With slight differences from the funeral 

ceremony of Abdiilhamid I, almost the same dignitaries attends the funeral 

.. ) I.b.l.d., p:109 
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Common Elements in the Court Ceremonial 

As it is seen in the above examples, documents which are classified under 

"Te~t~lhk" (ceremonial) mostly mention about the procession (a1ay) of a certain 

ceremony rather than the ceremony itself In other words, they revolve around the 

central event without fully prescribing the ceremony. For example, for the ceremony 

of girding of sword, we can gather information about most of the proceedings and 

customary processions of this ceremony; we can learn how u1ema and dignitaries are 

invited, with what kind of liabilities the sadrazam. is charged or which course is taken 

in the procession. However, in the archival research made for this study, it could not 

be found a document which tells what happens while the sultan is girded with the 

swords. Ifwe recaIl the ceremony which sadrazam. performes in the day of girding of 

sword, the document's prescription goes until the sultan's entry to the ttirbe-i §e£if and 

continues after he is girded with the swords and comes out of the tomb. One simple 

reason we can infer is that sadrazam. is not allowed to enter the tomb, at least for the 

time when this document was written. However, the implication is that the ceremony 

of girding of sword takes place almost in an atmosphere of complete secrecy. 

Intrestingly, A.D.Alderson reaches the same conclusion: 

"the sword to be Ulled was chosen from among several preserved in the treasury, some 

sultans electing to be girded with more than one, and the actual ceremony was performed in privacy, 

almost secrecy." 65 

.5) A.D.Alderson, "The Structure of the Dnonlan D)nasty", p:41,Oxford at the Clarendon Press,1956 
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Additionaly, when we look at the termini]ogy which Ottoman script uses for 

ceremonial, we see a discrepancy in the meaning between the words that the 
, 

Ottomans uses and their would-be correspondants. Intrestingly, it seems that the 

tenus, such as ceremony and ritual do not have an immediate counterpart in the 

Ottoman official writing. Moreover, it is even not secure enough to translate tC$ri1irt 

with ceremonial, since the documents which were investigated until now do not 

usually give information about certain rites or rituals but rather explains the 

conventional exterior of these ceremonies. For instance, one of the most-encountered 

term in the documents is resm (or rilsumat-plural ofresm) which can be translated as 

a practice, custom, manner, etiquette or a formality rather than a state ceremony 

(although translation of the word as a state ceremony is also given in the dictionary) 

66. In other words, what is mostly encountered is a bare formality which is an abrupt 

exposion of the state order. Yet, it is certain that this formality is a finn description of 

the hierarchical order that the Ottoman Empire sustains. In terms of processions, the 

documents are much more indicative in order to understand the aura which surrounds 

the dynasty. The above summerized processions of cihaz and be~ik show the 

impersonalised character of these ceremonial processions. It seems that they are 

performed not for the new §ehzade or married sultan but for the inanimate be~ik and 

cihaz. The imperial etiquette is embodied not in person who holds that status, but in 

the status itself. Thus the whole symbolism of these processions is associated with the 

immutable, impersonalised order. So that, not the person who holds the status of 

~hzade but the be~ which is one of the symbols of this status is signified . 

•• ) "Turkish and English Lexicon ", Sir J.W_Redhouse, p:973, <;~n YaYlOlan, Istanbul, 1992 
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If we look for a ; ecurring pattern in these ceremonies, and especially in the 

processions, we see tha:: :;ertain basic elements are almost always repeated. In such a 
, 

way that, they draw the outline of both the ceremonies (processions) and 

correspondingly of the d..:.:;uments. First is the movement; the course and the way how 

this course is taken, whe6er on foot, mounted or by cars, are stated. Secondly, those 

who take part in the ceremony and their position in the line up of the procession are 

arranged. Thirdly, the (;' .rtfit and the decoration of the participants which manifest 

their rank in the hierarchy, are strictly regulated. Fourthly, the acclamation plays an 

important role in the cer~onies. As it is seen in some of the above examples, it is 

mostly'performed by ~1r\·U!i8n. Acclamation seems to be inherited from the previous 

islamic states and it was p-'.!rformed in the form of praying and eulogy (dua ve sena). 

"AIkI' padi$ahm to"" birunesinde, cenge hamlanmllimda, merasim esnllimda, tahta 

oturmail ve bunun soound<l Ulhtmdan irunesinde, Klrun Ham ve vezir-i azamm, ,e}11iUi5Iamm, 

padifah hocalannm, vezirlcrm, kazaskerlerin, naklblilqrafin ve di~er b3Zllannm tebriklerinde 

yaplbdt. BayramJafma .... esnaJ,mda 'aleyke avnu1lah', 'u~urun a¢l olmn, ikbalin filzun, padi,ahun 

devletinle bin yaf3', 'ma,aallah ma~rur oJma padi,ahun senden b(IyiIk allah var', 'ugrun hayti' ola' 

diye hep bir ~tzdan ve muayyc~1 bir ahenk ile dua olunurdu." 67 

FiftIy, the food IS another important part of the ceremony. It is usually 

performed as the final 5tage. Attending and being served in the ruler's table is very 

significant, since it again means a confirmation of status according to the Ottoman 

rulership . Finally, gift givmg is an essential part of the ceremony and in a certain way 

it portrays the structurc of the ceremony by a mechanism of exchanging precious 

.') See i.H.Uzun~'lb, "OI;l1Iall11 Devletinin Saray TCikilatt", pp:212, T.T.K. Basunevi, 
Ankara. 1988 
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objects. In the next chapter, this mechanism will be discussed by providing specific 

examples from the ceremonies which we deah with so far. 

Conferring Status (Hi/at) and the Mechanism of Gift Giving 

Almost all of the ceremonies performed in the Ottoman court finish with a 

final stage in which certain officials who partake in the ceremony are given specific 

garments which are caIled "hilat". Hitat is given to those officials who occupy the 

higher echelons of the state bureaucracy. In Turkish English Lexicon, the meaning of 

hi/at is given as: "A robe of honor conferred; also any honorific gift to an inferior -. 

Hilat is mostly conferred by the sultan, yet it is not an unusual situation if it is given by 

sadrazam. 

" Hilat; padi~lar tarafindan devlet erkanma giydirildigi gibi sadrazamlarla vezirlerde aym 

suretle alakahlara hilat ilbas eylerlerdi ''''. 

Hi/at in the Ottoman Empire, symbolizes the confirmation of status. It also 

means the continuation of an official in his post. Therefore, when an official is 

conferred with a hi/at, at the same time it means that he is conferred with the status 

which hi/at symbolizes. In terms of Ottoman Imperial understanding, conferring hilat 

is one of the symbols (such as being served food at the table of the sultan) which 

establishes the firm bondage between that official and the suhan's household . 

•• ) "Turkish and English Lexicon ", Sir J.W.Redhouse, p;860, <;:agn Yaymlarl,lstanbul, 1992 
'9)" Osmanh Tarih Deyimleri ve Terirnleri SlizlOgii ", M.Z.Pakalm, C:l, p:833, Milli Egitim 
Bakanhgl Yaymlarl, istanbul, 1993 
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• 
.. In the Ottoman Empire status groups were organized and legitimized exclusively through 

the sultan's favor. Such favor was rendered in an elaborate ritual .... The ritual was often coupled with 

the grant of royal symbols, a standard, a robe of honor (hi/at) prepared in the ruler's' palace by 

imperial tailors, and a richly harnessed hocse; the grantee recognized the favor by a present (piik~) 

symbolizing his loyalty .. 70. 

Another garment which is given in the ceremonies is " kiirk "(fur). It is 

certain that kiirk can be seen as another royal confirmation beside the hilat, since it 

given under the simi1iar situations and manner. It sould be remembered that most of __ 

the sources, will be mentioned below, use hilat and kiirk respectively. It seems that 

they use both of the names for the same object. However, in some of the archival 

documentation, it seen that both of the royal symbols are conferred in the same 

ceremony; as if they are two different kind of garments. The implication is that the 

reason of giving a kiirk is different from conferring hilat. Thus, it should be kept in 

mind that being honored by hilat or fur may have different symbolic values. 

Therefore, mostly fur and robe of honor are given in the same ceremony to different 

officials we can conclude that there is a difference in attribution between conferring 

robe of honor and giving fur. 

Wearing different kinds of kiirk according to rank in the hierarchy is a mark of 

difference ofOttornan officials. For instance, this fact can be detected in the ceremony 

which was performed for the Sultan Selirn ill's begining to practice the "Kuran" 

(ibtida-yt talim-i kuran-I azimii'~~) in the year1766". In this ceremony, both hilat 

and kiirk are given to the attendants. The related document" indicates that officials are 

given different royal garments, probably according to their ranks and the task they 

"0) " Comments on Sultanism : Max Weber's Typification of the Ottoman Polity", p:5, H.inalctk 
71) See appendix, TSA, E:IOI83 
'2) See appendix, TSA, E: 10172/1 
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performed in the ceremony. Also, none of the attending officials are given both of the 

garments. These garments are given in different places. Furs are given by the 

sadrazam in his tent on behalf of the sultan, and the rob of honor are give~ by the 

chief officer of the palace on behalf of the sadrazam. However, despite the filet that 

the furs are given by sadrazam, at the end of the document, it says that the furs are 

given in the presence of the sultan (huzur-l hiimayunda ilbas olunan kiirkler) and robs 

of honor are given in the presence of the sadrazam (huzur-l hazret-i asafide ilbas 

olunacak hilat1ar). 

If we examine the responsibilities of certain officials for this ceremony, 

we see that those who are given furs perf ormes more axalted tasks than those who are 

given hilat. 

Perhaps, the most important task during the ceremony is performed by 

sadrazinn. The document states that only sadrazam is allowed to carry the prince and 

only he can make the prince to stand . 

.... seng-i rikabda ancak sadrazlUll efendimiz hazretleri iehzade-i civanbaht efl:!.l@nizi 

kucaklarma ahp ievketli mehabetli padiiah-I alempenah efendimizin dest-i hiimayunlarmda boy 

enirip kurb-I hiimayuna ikad eyledikten sonra ... ,,73 

Another document" lits those officials who are given hilat in the procession of 

be~ik. This document's year is 1776 which is very close to the date of the previous 

example. In this ceremony only kethiida is given fur and all other officials are given 

hilat which exceeds the number ofhilats given in the previous example. 

'3) Seeappendix,TSA. E:IOI721l 
., ) See appendix, TSA. E: 821 
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These royal symbols are not only exchanged with in the digniteris of the 

Ottoman court. They are also given to the ambassadors which come to the palace of 

the sultan and sent to certain places like Mekke. 

''Surre aJaymm hareket ~i gilD Mekke $erifine g/lnderilecek mektup ve uzun yenli has 

kwnllfa dikilmii samur kilrk, reisulkiittap IIndnde kaftan a~asma tes1im edilir" 75 

And giving of hilat is depicted from the mouth ofa foreign officier as such: 

"EI\i de dahil olmak ilzere Padiphm elini Opecek olan herkese, her zaman Padiltah 

tarafindan verilen bir hilat (hilat = kilrk, kaftan) giydirilir; bunun i\in el\i, Padiiahm huzuruna 

~lkmadan Vezirazam kendisine ve adamlanna yasanm belirledi~i bir~ hilat gOnderir; onlar cia, 

padiltah el\iyi kabul etmek i\in haber gilllderene kadar, orada (onlarl) giytrler. Bu hilatlar ~ok 

~qitlidir; el~i i~ bir iki tane smnaJl Bursa kwnllfmdan hilat verilir; otekiler (verilenler) az d~erli 

hatta de~ersizdirler." 76 

Here, it should be noticed that the writer does not make a discrimination 

between hilat and kiirk (kaftan). 

Fur and robe of honor are not the only objects which are given in the Ottoman 

court. Other furms of gifts which are named differently are also given. These gifts are 

sometimes simply given as gold" or called as "hediye" (gift). Another term which is 

used for gift is "atiyye". However, examination of the documents shows that the 

occasions in which fur and robe of honor are given and the symbolic value built in 

these garments are different from above mentioned gifts. It can be said that the fur and 

the rob of honor are conferred mostly in occasions which directly belongs to the 

" ) "Osmanhlarda TOre ve TOrenler - TqriJilt-1 Kadime", Eaat Efendi, p:40, Terciiman 1001 Temel 
Eser, istanbul, 1979 
'. "Biiyiik Efendinib SaraYl", Robert WhithCli, p:30, Pera Turizm ve Ticaret A.$., YaYl1\ lI.\\-3, 
~eviri Eserler:l, Istanbul, 1996 
. ) See appendix, BA, KK, pp: 12 , 
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Ottoman Dynasty (such as royal births and weddings). Whereas, hediye and atiyye 

seem to be given in less dignified occasions; such as the atiyye given by the 

kaymakam Mehmed Emin p. to the §eyhiilisiam, or the hediye given to the Khan of 

Crimea by the certain dignitaries of the empire. 

"M~artinileyhin(Kaymakam Mehrned Emin P~a) ieyhjl'l-islam efendi kona~ma ~ifleri 

ve baZI rilsumat ve taraflarmdan verilen ban atiyye"7'. 

"Han -I m~artinileyhe baZI rical-i devlet-i a1iyeden verilen hediye"70. 

However, there is a more apparent distinction which can also be traced in the 

documents between the royal symbols of the empire (fur, robe of honor and atiyye) 

and the hediye. It is certain that especially fur and the robe of honor is given from a 

superior to an inferior. In other words, since the sultan is the highest servent of the 

state he holds the monopoly of granting these symbols of royalty. Also, the same 

understanding continues while descending through the lesser echelons of the state. 

However, giving fur and robe of honor seem to be reserved only for the sultan and the 

sadrazam. Correspondingly, the other implication is that the lesser officials can only 

give hediye to their superiors. 

Yet, regardless of the difference among the gifts which are given, the sole act 

of exchanging gifts (rather than giving) is a very accurate way of comprehending the 

hierarchical patterns laid by the Ottoman court. It is mechanism of exchanging og gifts 

which is unequally reciprocated. The symbolic of kiirk, hi/at or hediye diffuses from 

this uneven placement of the factions which are involved in this mechanism. The 

order which Ottoman po 1ity sustains is regenerated in the reflections of this mirror. 

-, ) See appendix. BA, KK-TCirifat~lhk, 696 M, p:73 
'0) See footnote 13 
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Also this mechanism of exchanging of gifts, outlines the hierarchical order which is 

dehoerately emphized by all of the ceremonies. In almost all of the prescriptio~ of the 

ceremonies, te~rifat indicates all the officials who are honored by these gifts. These 

lists are found at the end of the documents and what is said implicitly for the 

ceremony is repeated in a more explicit manner by the lists. 

"People aligned themselves along the lines of social linkages, especially the lines of 

authority marked by the unequally reciprocated gift ...... This theme of social order is repeated again 

and again during the ritual ... individuel events ... had been brought together and synchronised. ,,8. 

8. ) M. ~loch, .. Ritual, Hi§lory and Power ",p:278, Athlone Press, London, 1989 
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CHAPTERm 

MAPPING THE CEREMONIAL FIELD 

In this chapter Ottoman ceremonial field is going to be constructed in the light of 

the ceremonies which were descn1>ed in the previous chapter. By the ceremonial field, is 

meant the space and its confinements within which the Ottoman royal ceremonial activity 

takes place. The aim of this attempt will be that of presenting the ceremonial field in a 

map like form. The confines of this map will be shown in accordance with the presence 

or-and motion of the Ottoman state officials who partake in the ceremonies. 

As it was described in the previous chapter, almost all of the Ottoman officialdom 

partakes in every single ceremony according to an immutable order. The presence of 

these officials establishes the space and its borders where the ceremony takes place. The 

implication is that the significance of the place is loaded with the presence of the 

dignitaries rather than the idea proposing that the place by itself has a meaning ofits own. 

An exception to this claim is the ceremony of the girding of sword which takes 

place in Eytip (the tiirbe ofEytip Ensari). However, firstly, because of the specific and the 

different characteristics of the ceremony and secondly, because this ceremony takes place 

out of the borders of the space which will be drawn below, it will not be included in the 

analysis. 

The main setting of the Ottoman court ceremonial is the Topkapl Palace (until it 

was moved to Dolmaba:b~ Palace in 1815). The major ceremonies of the Ottoman court 

are performed either in the second and third courtyards of the palace or in the margins of 

the palace (such as "Yabko~" or "tnciliko§k"). The confines of the Topkapl Palace also 
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draws the borders of the space of the ceremonies. Therefore, confines of the palace 

separates the ceremonial field (interior of the ceremonial) from the non ceremonial field 

(exterior of the ceremonial). 

One of the most indicative term that separate the interior from exterior IS 

"Asitane" which means the threshold of the Sultan's Palace. It can be said that this 

threshold before all other borders (between exterior and interior of the ceremonial field or 

borders within the interior of the ceremonial) draws the invisible line between what is 

royal, dynastic, imperial and what is not. 

Yet this demarcation is not enough to depict the space where ceremonies occur. 

There are other borders which are constantly emphasized with the presence and motion 

of the certain high ranking officials ( mainly "Sadrazam" and "$eybii1islam") and the 

Sultan himself. In other words? beside the threshold of the Sultan's palace, after one steps 

into the interior of the ceremonial field, there are several other thresholds. Or it seems 

that almost all of the court ceremonies takes place around -in or out of- the certain 

thresholds. 

Actually these thresholds are firmly established in the Ottoman order and it's 

physical embodiment is the Topkap\ Palace. The increasingly secluded construction of the 

palace is perhaps the most discernible comprehension of this hierarchically ordered 

separation lines. It can also be concluded that these separations manifi:st the possible 

proximity to the Sultan's presence. For example the only state official who is permitted to 

travel on horseback in the first courtyard of the palace (between the first and the second 

gates) is the "Sadrazam". Nobody is allowed to mount a horse in the first courtyard 

except him. Also its known that beyond the third gate of the palace "Babiissade" is 
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considered to be the private house of the Sultan, and apart from the certain ceremonial 

occasions ( such as the visit of"Hrrka-yt ~erif'which is preserved in the privy chamber in 
, 

the third courtyard) and private servants of the Sultan, nobody is allowed to pass beyond 

this gate. Eventually all Ottoman Court ceremonial can be perceived as a perfurmance 

acted around these precisely yet sometimes invis.ibly set thresholds. Therefore these 

thresholds separate not only the interior of the ceremony from the exterior but also set 

limits within the ceremonial field. 

As it was stated in the previous chapter, most of the ceremonies of the Ottoman 

court are not single events, but are composed of a multiplicity of ceremonies which build 

up to a core ceremony that also gives name to the performance. By multiplicity, the 

duplicated number of central figures and settings which become significant with the 

presence of these figures in the ceremonial field is meant. In most of the ceremonies, 

these central figures are "Sadrazam" and "~eyhiilislarn". Within their own domain of 

activity, they both act separately, as central images of power around which a replica of 

the ceremonial order revolves, and at the same time as dependent bodies in the 

constellation sum of which makes the ceremonial field of the Ottoman Court. 

In the ceremony of"Bayr~" (a wishing of one to another happy festival or 

visiting one another at Bayram)81 the event begins with the "Sadrazam's" visit to 

"~eybiilislarn" and this visit is repaid by "~eyhiilislarn" in the next day. In the visit of 

"~eyhiilislarn" to "Sadrazam" certain manners, such as the "Bagalgirlik" are performed, 

to a certain extent, as a replica of "Sadrazam's" and "~eyhiilislarn's" visit to the Suhan's 

palace. The thresholds which are similar to those thresholds which are passed by 

Bl) Sir l.W. Redhouse. "Turkish and English Lexicon", p:I900, Caan Yaymlan, Istanbul. 1992 
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"Sadrazam" and "~eyhiilislam" in the Sultan's palace, now are set in the palace of 

"Sadrazam". The place where and by whom he is met, who escorts him between certain 
, 

stations seem to be modeled in accordance with the patterri which we see in the Sultan's 

palace. 

After the reciprocal visit of"Sadrazam" and "~eyhiilislam" other dignitaries of the 

Ottoman State visit "Sadrazam" and "~eyhiilislam" in the same hierarchical order as they 

enter into the presence of the Sultan. One important difference in paying respect in such 

·occasions is the difference in the level of approach or seclusion between "Sadrazam" and 

"~eyhiilislam" and the Sultan. 

Although, "Sadrazam's" and "~eyhiiIislam' s" palaces are out of the borders of 

Topkapi Palace, in terms of manner and ceremonial order they can be perceived as the 

extensions of the ceremonial field. Also, these places are connected to Topkapi Palace in 

the duration of the ceremony. For example, in "Bayr~" ceremonies begin four 

days before the day of the religiOUS festival, and continues until the last day when all 

dignitaries, including "Sadrazam" and "~eyhiilisIam", convoke in the Topkapi Palace 

where "Bayr~" with the Sultan takes place82
• Therefore, it can be said that, the 

ceremonial order of the Topkapi Palace, in certain ceremonies, is exported to other 

places, and the confines of the ceremonial field is extended. 

Above, it was argued that, the interior of the ceremonial field is also separated, to 

the extent of isolation and seclusion, by other thresholds, and different ceremonies are 

performed by different dignitaries around these thresholds. An example of this fact can be 

82) Esad Efendi, "Osmanhlarda TOre ve TOrenler - Tevifat-l Kadime", p:70, Terdlman 1001 Temel 
Em, Istanbul, 1979 
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found in the funeral ceremony of Abdiilhamid I (died in 1789)83. The actors of the funeral 

ceremony are again the high ranking officials, and the funeral is prepared under the 
, 

supervision of the "Babiissade Ag8S1". After the religious obligations are completed, the 

funeral is carried above the hands of these officials and brought in front of the 

"Babiissade"(third gate) for the last pray. While all officials pray in front of the third gate, 

the new Sultan (SeJim III) prays separately beyond the third gate, in front of the Chamber 

of Petitions (which is in the third courtyard of the palace, and directly faces the 

"Babiissade''). Here, we have two sultans, one is deceased and the other is newly 

enthroned. The separation of them is provided by the threshold of "Babiissade" which 

functions as a passkey by disrobing all the attributions of the deceased Sultan and loads 

them into the new one. 

Another example is the ceremony performed for the "~ehzade's" beginning to 

practice the "Koran" (Bed-i Besmele). As it was described in the previous chapter, the 

ceremony takes place in the Pearl Kiosk ("lncili K(j~"), which stands atop of the see wall 

facing the Marmara Sea. The field in front of the kiosk is arranged for the ceremony and 

tents are established in that field. Here, every tent established in front of the kiosk 

represents the field where each dignitary performs his part in the ceremony and the kiosk 

represents the presence of the Sultan. This is done in such a way that the totality of the 

ceremonial field stands as an imitation of the palace itself. Also invisIble separations are 

set into the field copying the gates of the palace. For example, during the ceremony the 

kiosk is not entered except the Sultan, like the courtyards beyond the third gate. As such, 

• the kiosk becomes the privacy of the Sultan. Correspondingly, the distance which can be 

13 ) I.b.l.d., p: 109 
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taken by the "Sadrazam" toward the Sultan (thus, also toward the Kiosk) is strictly 

regulated. 

Until now, it was argued that the ceremonies are divided into sub-ceremonies and 

the status of the officials, ceremonial performances and the places where the ceremonies 

occur collectively define the ceremonial field. Consequently, a ceremony is a constitution 

of multiple ceremonies, and the core performance which also gives its name to the 

ceremony, is surrounded many other events. Thus, the centrality of the ceremony, in 

terms of time and space, changes or is in a constant flow. In other words, ifwe look for a 

ceremonial center in the ceremonies we come across not one but multiple ceremonial 

centers. 

In the ceremonies of "Bayram1~a", "Hrrka-yt ~erif Ziyareti" and "Bed-i 

Besmele", "Sadrazam", and "$eyhiilislam" while they are performing their parts they also 

constitute a ceremonial center; in such a way that all ceremonial activity seems to revolve 

around these figures and the field which is defined with their ceremonial activity becomes 

the center. 

Furthermore, in some of the ceremonies, more than one center may occur during 

a certain stage of the ceremony. An easily discemible example oftbis case can be found in 

the above examined funeral ceremony of Abdii1hamid I. According to the sequence of the 

ceremony, the funeral of the deceased Suhan Abdii1hamid I plays the central role of the 

ceremony. However, while the last pray for the deceased Sultan is being made, we see 

that the new Sultan Selim ill also prays for the deceased Sultan in a separate place. The 

concurrent presence of the new Sultsn in the funeral ceremony of the deceased SuItan 
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generates a second center much is particularly stressed by the fuct that the new Suhan 

prays separately, in a second ceremonial field defined with his presence. 

A very similar example of this fuct can also be found in another funeral ceremony. 

This ceremony is titled as "The Death of the Sultan's Mother" ("Valide Sultan'm 

Oliimii''), in the "TeFifat-l Kadimen84
. This time the ceremony takes place in the "Yall 

K6~ii", also where the last prayer for the funeral is performed. As it happened in the 

previous funeral ceremony, after a certainwhile the Sultan appears in the ceremony, and 

performs the last prayer, again in a separate place, in the adjacent "Sepet~iIer Ko~". 

Evidently, in ahnost all of the ceremonies performed in the Ottoman Court, there 

is a multiple ceremonial center. The ceremonial performances of the actors presence's 

define the fleeting boundaries of the ceremonial sub-fields and their centers and the 

interconnection of which gives us the totality of the ceremonial field. 

FINAL REMARKS 

The court ritual of the Ottoman Empire, we have dealt ",ith in the previous 

chapters, manifest a colorful spectrum in order to approach the deeper meanings of the 

court politics. The claim of this study, which is in fact an assumption shared by the ritual 

studies in genera!, is to get hooked into the multi-layered stratum of the cuh which 

,.) I.b.l.d., p:lll 
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Ottoman Polity imagined. Therefore, as a rudimentaIy attempt, in the above chapters, a 

brief inventory of the Ottoman court ceremonies, was given. 
, 

The implicit postulation of this claim is that the ceremonies or rituals has the 

potential to unreveal the veiled layers of the cuh which any state or empire attains. It is 

undeniable that Ottoman Empire also tries to accomplish the order what they inherited as 

a state tradition. It is also evident that the attnbutions of the Ottoman polity, regardless of 

what kind of an autocratic power it was named, transcends the limits of mere human 

existence. 

" .. all symbolic constructions of authority involve the same elements. The fint step is the 

creation of an order \\iiich transcends mere human experience and action. This construction can only be 

achieved by the symbolical devaluation of human mutability. Once the transcendent order h8i been 

created, human authority then becomes represented 8i the delegation of order in this life; it is a claim to 

regulate human existence by reference to the transcendental model. "Il 

Therefore, especially after the second half of the fifteenth century, it indoctrinated 

an order actors of which (mainly the sultan) was ordained with ahuman characteristics. 

When we look at the Ottoman Empire, we see the same modelling conceived for 

the suhan. During the sixteenth century, Ottoman Sultan turns out to be an idohrious, 

invisible and mute sultan. 

"Such carefully staged performances reinforced the secluded monarch's awesome magnificence. 

These extensions of palace ceremonial into the larger urban fabric of Istanbul were displays of imperial 

power that turned the iconic sultan, accompanied by thousands of richly dressed and hierarchically 

ordered courtiers, administrators, and slave soldiers, into a showpiece for the populace ... 8' 

85) Maurice Bloch, '"Ritual, History and Power", p:272, Athlone Press, London, 1989 
8') G. Necipoglu, '"Architecture, Ceremonial and Power. The Topkapl Palace in the Fifteenth and 
Sixteenth Centuries", p:30, The Architectural History Foundation, Inc., New York, MIT Press, 1991 
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Ottoman Sultan's new definition obviously represent a consequential departure 

from the early Ottoman and Turco-Mongol definition of ruler. What was once a leader of 

a warrior tribal organiution (ghw), became a secluded and distant sultan. Yet h was not 

passage from a warrior, apparent, de/acto leader to an invisI"ble, mute and idolatrous 

suhan. He was supposed to possess the inherent characteristics of both of the two distinct 

reahns. 

" In fact, his dual titulature, sultan-caliph and padidtah-khan, signifYing the divine and 

temporal origins of his power, was an expression of his two capacities (political and· sprituaJ); however 

there was never any real unity between the two. , .. , 

This paradoxical contemplation of the Ottoman Sultan was not resolved in the 

actuality of the politics of the period which lasted almost until the nioeteenth century 

when with the closer contact of the European countries resulted with a new change in the 

state apparatus. 

However, there was a separate domain of influence where this duality could be 

transformed in to a meaningful narration. That was the domain where the symbolical 

expression of the empire's self-definition via the extravagantly fabricated court ritual and 

ceremonies took place. Since, the ritual carries a paradoxical nature in itself; it could be 

the most convenient way of transporting the paradoxical selfimage of the empire. One of 

the most indicative example of these ceremonies is that ofthe girding of sword. As it is 

known, most of the sultans were girded with two swords and one of these swords was 

used to be cOlniog from the line of the prophet and the other from the line of early 

Ottoman warrior type of sultans (such as Osman Ohazi). As such, regardless of the 

8') Halil inalClk, "Comments on Sultanism: Typification of the Ottoman Polity", p:2 
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promlems which were caused by this paradoxical self image, in the symbolical and. 

ritualistic level the sultan was destined with two distinct powers; one is profane and the 
, 

other is spiritual. Also the places where this ceremony takes place (Eyiip-spritual, 

Topkapl Palace-profane) represent these two dualistic spheres of influence where the 

power of both the Ottoman Empire and of its suItan eminates. 

" .. the king. as both the ritual object and a political actor, was a paradox of active passivity, 

forcefull stillness, violent benevolence. The closer he came to being an image of power, the fUrther he 

was removed from the machinery that controlled that power .... • 

This study is initially intended to evoke some reIatively unexplored issues in 

Ottoman History. Some old but not properly explored questions such as the changing 

position of the sultan and most of an the f1eXlbility of the Ottoman political framework 

which made " the will to power" possible, constitute the main trajectory of this study's 

inquiry. In this respect, the structured scenario of the court protocol and its manifestations 

through ritual and ceremonies serve as the main reflection point in order to understand 

where and how Ottoman polity imagined and tried to realize its " official myths ". The 

aim of these discussions is to open a new outlet in the contemplation of the Ottoman I 

imperial culture I ; and maybe contriving a new gaze for understanding the various 

concurrent cultures of the Ottoman Empire.· 

88 ) Clifford Geertz, "Negara: The Theater State In Nineteenth Century Bali", p: 157, Princeton 
University Press, 1980 
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APPENDIX 



Ba~bakanllk Ar#vi. KK. 696 M. 

1) Ramazan-l ~rifde iftar-l asafi 

2/3) Leyl-i kadirde ~hii'l-islam efendiye sadrazam hazretlerinin iftara 

gitmesi ve bed-i muayede-i asafi 

5/6) 

9) 

SaraY-l hiimayunde vaki oIan muayede-i hiimayun 

Id-l ~rif gecelerinde saray-l hiimayunda vaki oIan bllZ1 riisumat 

Hlrka-Yl ~rifziyareti 

Surre-i hiimayun ihracl 
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10) 

11) 

13/14) Donanma-Yl hiimayun i1e Kaptan p. asitaneye viirudu. Donanma-Yl 

hiimayunun yah ko~iinden irnran 

15/16) 

17) 

19) 

19/20/21) 

22) 

23/24) 

25) 

26) 

26) 

27/28/29) 

Kaptan p. tarafindan verilen bazl avaidat 

Ulufe divanmda icra olunacak bazl riisumat 

Ulufe ihracl giinii ve devr giinii sadrazam tarafindan verilen avaid 

Kalyon-l cedid niizulii ve Kaptan p. tarafindan verilen hediye 

Ulufe devri giinii hazinedar ~hriyarl aga hatt-l hiimayun ve kiirk ve 

han~er viirudu 

Y ine ulufe devrinde silahdar aga ve rikabdar aga ve ~ukadar aga ve 

seferli kethiidBSl aga yedleriyleviirud-I hatt-I hiimayunda taraf-I 

asafiden verilen 

N emge orta el9isinin bab-I asafide name teslimi 

Semahatli ~eyhiilislam efendi azl ve nasbl 

KaIfa-YI sultanhk tevciliinde ve han hazretlerinecanib-i miriden irsaI 

olunan te~ifat 

Hatice Sultan viladeti vuku ve miijde i1e hatt-I hiimayun Yiirudu 



30) 

31) 

32/33) 

Viladet-i hiimayunda vaki olan donanrna-Yl bahr 

Trablusgarb ocl$ tarafindan hediye-i mutade viirudu 

~ah Sultan hazret1eri Tevki EI Hac Mehrned Ernin P.ya narnzet 

oldukda. irsali ve tertib alaYl 
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40/41/44) ~ehzade Sultan Mehrned ve Habibullah Suhan ve Sultan Selirn ve ~ah 

Sultan hazret1erinin vi1adet-i hiirnayunlarmda icra olunan ban Iiisurnat 

ve hatt-l hiimayun i1e miijdeye gelen daIiissade agasma verilen atiyye 

46) Sadrazarn hazret1erinin tob dokiimiinde ve cephaneye te¢flerinde i1bas 

buyurduklarl hi1atlar 

46) Bab-l asafide ve enderun-l hiimayunda muayede tert!bi 

48) Mir-i rniranden Kaptan P~ enderun-l hiirna)'llDda muayede-i 

hiirna)'llDa gelrnesi 

49) Mevlid-i ~rifkiraatmda sadreyn ve nakibiile~afve istanbul kadilan 

vesair ulemaya tahrir olunan tezkere suretleri 

49) Vefat-l ~ Sultan 

49) HanlfD Suhan akdinde olan alay 

50) Derya kaptanhgl tevcili olundukda veri1ecek avaidat 

50) Hem hudud olrnayan diivel-i nusaradan miiceddiden kaPl kethiidasl 

viirudu 

51) El9i1erin bw Iiismnatma dair Naill Apdullah P~m rikab-l hiima)'llDa 

olan takriri ve iskernle agaligI 

51) Rurnelinin sol koluna yaprak ferrnam mucibince sadrazarn tarafindan 

tahrir olunan mektup sureti 

52) Hile-i ~riye meselesine dair hatt-l hiirna)'llD ke~ide k~ ber mesele­

i ~eriye 



53) Eflak ve Bogdan Voyvoda1an asitanede miiceddiden olduklarmda 

maiyetlerine memur olan taknn avaidau 

54) Haleb muhassalbgl tevci ve ibka oludukda verilecek olan avaidat v~ 

suret-i ferman 
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56 ... 59) Asitanede miiceddiden KlfIm HanhBI tevcihi istiklali ve taraf-I 

hiimayundan verilen hbas ve atiyye vesair riisumaU kapani\;e ilbasl 

59/60) 

61162) 

Han-I mii~eyhin meZUl!--1 muavedetlerinde icra olunan riisurnat ve 

han-I m~eyb tarafindan verilen avaid 

Kmm Hanlarmm asitaneye viirudu ve Davud P~da yemeklik tertibi 

vesair riisumat 

63) Han-I mii~eyb alem ve sancak tesliminde taraflarmdan verilen 

64) 

65/66) 

avaidat ve avdetlerinde bw zevata ilbas olunan ferve ve verilen atiyye 

Han-I m~eyhe ban rical-i devlet-i aliyyeden verilen hediye 

Han-I m~eyhin viirudu giinii tevki p~ ve kethiida beg ve reis 

efendinin istikballerine dair yaz!lan suret-i te~ifat 

66) Taklid-i seyf i9in sadrazam bazretlerinin Eba Eyiip Ensari hazretlerinin 

tiirbe-i ~riflerine t~eri ve te¢fi hiimayun 

67) Vaz-I esas-I cami-i hiimayun der Laleli 

68) Yeni han ittisalinde vaki carni-i sagir itmammda bina emini vesaire ilbas 

olunan hilat 

69) Han mezburun ve cami-i merkumunesaslarl bafn hitammda huzur-I 

bazret-i azamide ilbas olunan 

69) Necabetli Suhan Selim hazretlerinin besmele-i ~rifeye bed'inde icra-YI 

riisurnat 



70) Sadrazam hazretlerinin divan-I hiimayuna te¢flerinde buyuracaklan 

riisumat 

71) Iyd-I siyam mnnmda sadrazam taratlarmdan b8Z1 zevat-I kirama ir~ 

olunan muayede ve §ukufu 

72) Yetmi§ sekiz tarihinde Kaptan PII§I1 tarafindan rikab-I hiimayuna ve 

sadrazam vesairleri taraflarma verilen hediye 

74) 

75/76) 

Ulufe divanmda sadrazam hazretlerinin iera buyuracaklan riiSumat 

~~egan hazeratmm teallilm-u kuran-I azimu§§ana bed etrneleri 

meclis-i §eli:fresmi ve ilbas-I ferve 

76) Divan-I hiimayunda kubbe-i sanide kuud edenler 

76) Iydmda sadrazam taraflarmdan verileeek olan b8Z1 atiyye 
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76) Sadetli ~erif AptuUah hazretleri asitaneye geldikde sadrazam tarafuldan 

ve taraf-I hiimayundan verilen bogrra ve hadiye 

77/7S) Nizam -I cedid iizere tyd-I siyam mnnmda vezir Kaptan PII§I1 ve 

defterdar efendi ve yenirreri agllS1 taraflarmdan enderun-I humayuna 

verilen 

7S) Iyd-I fitlrda sadrazam tarafina ve dailerine vesaire defterdar efendi 

tarafindan verileeek olan 

79) Iydmda taraf-I azamiden hademe-i divan vesaire verileeek olan avaidat 

79) Eflak Voyvodahgl teveihinde rikab-I hiimayuna ve enderun-I hilmayun 

hademasine verileeek 0 Ian avaid 

SO/SI) Nevruziye geldikde taraf-I hazret-i sadr-I azamiden ser etibba-YI hassa 

vesaire ve eerrahana verilecek olan 

SI) Vezir Aga PII§I1 hazretlerinin muayedeye dair iera buyuracaklarl bazt 

riisumat 



82) 

83) 

83 ... 86) 

87 ... 89) 

Viladet-i hiimayunda donanma-yt hiimayun vaki oldukda bab-I sadr-I 

azamide olan tertlbi ziyafet 

Klflm Hanlarmm asitaneyi aliyyeden te§1"ifat-i hiimayun irsali 

Selatin-i azam hazeratmm akd-ii tenkihleri 

Asitanede mukim mecmu-u diivel-i nusara el~ilerinin ban 

riisurnatlarma dair te¢fatdan temb olunan bazt kanunlar 

takrirleri sureti (Tertib-imezkurun hatt-I hiimayun veyahud ferman-I 

ali-i silduru vaki olmaytp metruk ~lf) 

56 

90) ibtida divan-I hiimayun giinlerinde canib-i sadr-I azamiden verilecek 

90/91) 

tezvie 

94/95) 

95/96) 

97/98) 

99 ... 101) 

101/102) 

102/103) 

104) 

olan avaidat 

ismetli Emetullah hazretlerinin Musul Valisi Osman P~a akd-ii 

olunm851 

Sefer-i hiimayunda tu~-I sadr-I azaminin nezdiyanm dibine nasb 

Olunm851 

Me§veret vuku'unda hUZUN hiimayuna davet olunanlar ve tertib aIayt 

Sefer-i hiimayun vuku'unda ordu esnafulm ve yarnaklarmm tertibi 

Sefer-i hiimayun vuku'unda yeni~eri oeagmm alay tertibi ve alay k6~ii 

altmdan miirurlan 

Cebeeiyan dergah-I ali oeagmm alaylarl tertibi ve miirurlan 

Topcu ve arabaci ocaklarmm tertib aIaylarl ve miirurlarl 

Vezir Numan P~ya akd olunan sultan hazretlerinin cihaz alaymm 

tertibi 

lOS) Eflak ve Bogdan Voyvodahklan tevcihinde gayr-ez avaid-i 

mutade rikab-I hiimayun ve sadrazam vesaire verilecek 0 Ian eaize ve 

avaidat 



105/-144) 

106) 

107 ... 109) 

110/-151) 

AyasofYa-i kesir ittisalinde vaki imaret-i amirenin itmammda te§fif-i 

hiimayun ve te¢-i sadrazam ve rical-i devlet-i aJiyye 

Ramazan-I ~rifde divan-I hiimayun wku ve miivacib ihraci 

Mevlid-i ~ifkiraat1 der cami-i Sultan Ahmed 

Dubrovnik EI~ilerinin asitaneye viirudu ve bah-I asafi ve divan-I 

hiimayuna gelmesi 

11 1/-129) Donanma-Y1 hiimayunun bahr-I sefide azimeti ve asitaneye avdeti 
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115 ... 117) Mislr Kahireden hazine viirudu ve sadrazarn hazretlerinin kethiida beg 

odasma te§fifleri 

122) Hrrka-Y1 ~rif ziyareti i~in ulernaya yazIian tezkireler sureti 

126 .. 128-149) Ta§I"adan sadrazam hazretlerinin asitaneye te§!"ifleri ve Uskiidarda 

Mehmed P3§II Ko§kiinden vaki oJan istikbal ve darb olunacak ~adlrJar 

yemeklik ve bl1Z1 avaidat 

128) Dariissade agasl ve ye~eri agasl ve kethiida beg ve defterdaran 

taraflarmdan sadrazarn hazretlerine esb geJdikde verilen 

130/131) 

131/-141) 

Donanma-YI hiimayun ihracmda DoJmabag~e ziyafetinde sadrazarn 

tarafindan verilen atiyye ve ilbas-I hilat 

KaPI giinleri tertibi ve bl1Z1 kesana verilen avaidat ve surre-i hiimayun 

waci 

133) Sadrazarn kethiidahgl tebdiJinde hademe-i divan vesaire verilecek oJan 

avaid 

13 3) AvcI ba~1 tarafindan sadrazam hazretlerine geyik basdrrmasl geldikde 

133) Vuzera-YI azam hazeratmm ibtida arza girmeleri 

134) Kayrnakarn P~a hazretlerinin divan-I hiimayuna t~riflerinde icra 

buyuracaklarl riisumat 



134) 

135 ... 137) 

137/138) 

Hoc~gan-I divan-I hiimayun ve emniyanm riitbeleri tertibi 

Ka!yon-I cedid niizulii ve hediye teslimi der-zaman-I emini tbrahirn 

Beg 
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Miijdeci b~Jlarm hac-I §erifden avdetlerinde azimetlerinde taraf-I sadr-I 

azamiden verilecek olan 

140) Sadrazarn Muhsinzade Mehmed Pa§a hazretlerinin ha1i1e-i celileleri 

ismetli Esma Sultan hazretlerinin sahil saray1arma bini§-i asafi 
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Topkap, SaraYI AT§ivi : E:6217 

malum o1mu~dur 

te~rifatdan mahree saat pusulasldrr emr u ferman hazret-i minlehu'l-emrindir 

bimennihi taala ~bu leyle-i lyd-l fitrda behesab-l saat gurubu tulU-l feer bir saat dort 

dakika miirurunda ve tulu-yu ~ems iki saat elli iki dakika hitammda ve evvel vakit eda­

yl salaH lyd u9 saat yirmid6rt dakikada vaki ohnagla sabtldarma mukayese ile leyle-i 

mezkure-i mubarekede muayede-i -hazret-i zeyl-i zillullahi iC;in refetli sadrazam 

hazretleri onbirde ~wPtatli ~hu'lislam efendi hazretleri on saat u9 c;ar-l yek 

n1Ufurunda \he sadedi kapdan pa~a hazretleri on buc;ukda ve SUdur-l azam ve mevali-i 

kiram ve miiderrisin-i benam ve rical-i devlet-i aliyye ve ocaklar agavatl vesair 

. kuHarmm saat onda endeftiji."/l1limayunda mevcud bulunmalarl iC;in tertib ve tanzim 

olunan saat JRlSulasldrr emr-i ferman hazret-i minlehii'l-elmindir 
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Kami! Kepeci Tasnifi - Te~rifat(lhk. M 696. Sayfa:122 

Naklbii'l-e~rafefendiye hIka-Yl ~erifziyareti i9in tahrir olunan tezkire suretidir 

~erafetli semahatli efendi hazretleri in~allahu taala yarmki goo ser-tacl-ebrar u ahyar 

olan ced-i emcedi biiziirgvarlarl habib-i hiidavend-i muhtar aleyhe salavatu'llahi'l­

guffar hazretlerinin takbil-i damen-i hrrka-Yl perberganlarl saat muayyen olmagm 

vakt-i mezkurda Ayasoya-i kebir carni-i ~erifinde vezir suffesinde habere miiterraklben 

meks buyuralar 

sadr-l rumeli faziletli efendi hazretleri ~arl-i ~eraYl-i ahyar ve hakim-i mahkeme-i 

girdigar-i cenab-l ahmed-i muhtar ala-salavatu'llahil-miilkii's-settar hazretlerinin resm­

i kadimi ve ayin-i kerirn iizere telsim-i damen-i hrrka-Yl pak-i Itrr-naklarl ~erefyab 

olmak mukarrer ohnagm belutfullahu taala yarmki gun saat iken in~allahu 

taala mutad-l kadim uzere ziyaret-i hrrka-Yl mutahhare-yi nebevviye ve sala-i 

munevvere-i mustafaviyye hulasa-l mevcudat ala-effalu's-salavat ile dide-i e~rafu ayan 

ve <;e~m-i sudur-l erkal munevver ohnak mubeyyen ohnagm saat-l mezkurede babii's­

sadede mevcud bulunalar suret-i diger be-me~iyyet-i allahu taala mah-l ramazan-l 

~eref-resanm onbe~inci yeVln-i filanda saat-i nihadi iken resm-l kadirn-i 

hasene ve ayin-i kerirn-i mustahzene-i devlet-i aliyye uzere ziyaret-i hrrka-Yl celilii'l­

ayat tahbil-i came-yi kesirU'l-berekat muayyen ohnagm vakt-i merkumda babu's­

sadede bulunalar yine suret-i diger sahife ara-yl kevn u mekan ve safha pira-Yl cevahir 

ve ayan-l cenab-l fahr-l cihan aleyhe salavatii'l-rahman hazretlerinin damen-i hrrka-YI 

inayet-kuster ve kaba-Yl muciz eserIerine cebhe-fersa-Yl niyaz ohnak mukarrer 

ohnagm saat iken babu's-sadede bulunalar 
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Cevdet Saray No:883 

1204 (1789) 

attfetli emin aga 

Iyd-l adha da tezyin olunan eSban-l hassa iC;in ber mucib-i mutad miibayaa etdirilip 

yaldlZh ala som dizgin ve tabkur miikemmel iki C;ift ve on vukloye miikemmel harir 

yedekke~ ma-kalkanke~ ve on klta harir sunbiilebend sorguc; ve bir C;ift zahme-i harir 

ve on klta kolan diftik kaYl~h miikemmel ve bir kIta kuskun harir ve iki klta sun 

kakma kam-l ahenin ve uC; gunliik iicret-i hlyatm sablk-l mucibince hesab ettirildikte 

ya1n1Z yirmi uC; bin sag akc;eye balig olmagla meblag-l mezburu ~ehriyenize mahsuben 

ashabma veresin 
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Cevdet Dohiliye No:16673 

Taklid-i ~em~ir adii tedmiri~iin Tiirbe-i Hazret-i Halid-i te~rif-i hiimayun buyruldukda 

tariklere de'b-i dirin iizere ba-ferman-l ali fer~ oIunan kumun iicret-i kaytk ve 

hammalan mesarif-i sairesinin defteridir 

Ahrrkapl iskelesine ~ekdirme kltaat 

Kumkapl iskelesine ~ekdirme kltaat 

CatladIkapI iskelesine ~ekdirme kltaat 

YenikapI iskele ~ekdirme kltaat 

i~erikapl iskelesine kayIkha-1 sugra klta 

Ucret-i kayIkha 
Ucret-i hrumnalan-l arka 
baha-l kiirek ve kiife maa-resen-i Ihlamur 
masarifat -1 miiteferrika 
behesab 

1077 50 

63 
150 

9450 

57 
150 

8550 

31 
150 

4500 

49 
150 

7350 

453 
120 

54360 

84210 
36000 
4580 
129290 
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Cevdet Suruy No:29 

23 Rebiyii'l-evvel1255 (12 Havran 1839) 

Seniyii'l-himena devletli atJfeyli oglun efendim hazretleri 

nimet-i alem-i $ehin$ah-l muzaffer-i alem $evketli kerametli mehabetli kudretli 

efendimiz hazretlerinin i$bu $ehr-i rebiyii'l-ewelin yirmi dokuzuncu miibarek 

per$embe giinii tfube-i $erife-i hazret-i Ebu Eyiip Ensari radlyallahii anhii'l-baride 

taklid-i seyf-i nusret-peyvend$ehin$aht resm-i alisini mutzamman taraf-l te$rifatdan 

terkim olunan miizekkere ile tertib olunacak alaY-1 bala-yt fevz-i ihtivanm bir kIta 

defteri manzur mekarim-mevfur-l cenab-l hilafetpenahi buyruhnak iizere mersul-u 

SUy-1 valalarl kIhndl miizekkere-i mezkureden miistefad olacagl vechile karadan divan 

yolu tarikiyle te$rif-i hiimayun buyrulub bahren zevrakce siivar-l $evket veyahud ibtida 

bahren azimet-i seniyye-i $ahane buyrularak karadan ala-YI vala ile avdet buyruhnak 

$ekillerinden kanglsl muvafik-l irade-i seniyye-i hazret-i $ahane buyrullur ise ona gore 

icra-YI iktizasma ibtidar olunacagl derkar isede ibtida bahren azimet ve badehu 

karadan avdet buyruhnasl sureti miinasib ve cisban gibi g6riinmekle olbabda ve ala-YI 

vala-YI resm-i behinin g6sterildigi vechile veyahud elm ii ferman-l miilukane 

buyrulacak suretle tertib ve icrasl hususunda her ne Yechile irade-i $ehin~ahl $eref 

siidur buyrulur ise iktizasma bakilmak iizere i$ar-l menut-l himem-i behiyyeleridir 

efendim 

Maruz-I 9aker kemine1eridirki 

i$bu tez1<ete-i vekaletpenahileriyle zikr olunan miizekkere ve defter miibarek-i 

hakipay-i hUifutyun-l ftazret-i miilukaneye 
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Topkapl SaraYI Ar#vi :E:l016811 

25 cemaziyii'levvel1136 (1723) yevm-i pazartesi 

tarih-i mezburda hUdavendigar-l esbak merhum ve- magfuriinleh gazi sultan ahmed 

han sit-e ali-i sarihehu sicaIU'I-gufran hazretlerinin kerime-i muhteremelerinden iffetli 

ismetli iimm-U Giilsum sultan aliyetti'~-~an efendimiz sadetli ni~ancl Ali p~aya ve 

diger kerime-i muhteremeleri iffetli ismetli Atike sultan aliyetii'~-~an efendimiz dahi 

ferzend-i said sadrazam sadetli Mehmed p~a hazretlerine akd ii tenkih ve ni~larl 

dahi yevm-i mezburda gonderilmesi emr-i hUmayun buyrulmagla zirde mestur oldugu 

vechile defter-i te~rifatda mukayyeddir 

~evketli kudretli mehabetli adaletli efendimiz hazretlerinin mUbarek rikab-l hUmayum 

mUlukanelerine 

altm aded 2000 

ehnas sorgu<; 

klta 1 

elmas ile murassa 

zUmrUd kUpe 

r;i:ft 1 

sun tepsi Uzerine mevzu 

mUcevher kutu derununda 

ehnas ytizUk klta 1 

ehnas istifan 

klta 1 

mucehher ku~ak 

klta 1 

elmas ceb r;apraz 

klta 1 

ehnas bilezik 

r;i:ft 1 

mUcevher ayna 

klta 1 



miicevher nekab 

yiiz 

klta 1 

olunmu~ 

incili zerin nalm 

klta 1 

pay-endaz i9in fer~ide olunacak 

diba tob 3 

75 

dert aded be~er 

dirhem sim tepsilere vaz' 

idi 

tarih-i merkumede diger kerime-i muhteremeleri iffetli hatice sultan aliyetii'~-~an 

hazretleri dahi mirU'l-hacc-l ~am vezir Osman p~azade sadetli Ahmed p~aya akd ii 

tezvicleri mii~arii'Weyhiima hazeratlartyla maan irade-i hiimayun bU}TUlmagla 

sultanan-t mii~arii'nileyhiima hazeratmm ni~anlan birbirlerinden tefrik olunmaYlb ii9ii 

dahi birbirine mukayese ile tertib olumnagm bu ii9 maddenin ba~ka ba~ka kaydlart 

ohnaYlb ancak gerek akd ii tenkihleri ve ni~anlan rusumatlan ve SUf-1 hiimayunlarrnda 

ve nakl-i cihazlarmda iktiza edecek merasim alaylarl ve ilbasl mutad olan ferve-i 

sammUT ve hilat ve inamatlan ve ~ehzadegan-l cevanbahtan efendilerimiz hazeratl ve 

selatin-i aliyetii'$-$an efendilerimiz hazeratI ve harem-i hiimayun-l ismet-makruna 

damad pa~alar taraflarmdan irsali mutad olan hediyye ve bogyalar ile maan mufassal 

ve me~ruh kaydlan defter-i te~rifat-l hiimayun kaleminde mukayyed olmagm emr ii 

ferman devletli merhametli sultannn hazretlerinindir 
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cihaz alaYl giinii sultan-l mii~arii'nileyhiima tarafindan giimii~ ve altm evanisi ve 

miicevherat gatiiren teberdarana ve zamm'a mehter _b~l aga ve kethiidasma ve oda 

ba~Ilarma ve baltacilar kethiidasl hasekisine ve aga babasma ve te~rifati vesair 

hizmetinde olanlara onar zira ve bazan altI~ zira telli hatayiler ve sade hatayiler 

boyunlarma avize ve harbende katarlarma ve arabalara dahi iktizasma gare aVlZe 

olunmu~ mikdarl yazlCl efendi defterlerinde mazbuttur deyu mukayyeddir 

arus alaYl giinii saray-l hiimayunda a\'ize olunan 

sultan-l mii~arii'nileyhiima 

arabasma diba 2 tobdur 24 

tobdur 

tersane b~9avu~una 

kethiida 

telli hatayi 6 endazedir 

reisleri 

sim nahila avize 

nahlllar 

bir diba 

selatin-i saire arabalarma 

7 diba tob 

~avu~an-l tersane neferatl 

sade telli hatayi 12 

72 endazedir 

nahIl-l kebir 

20 telli hatayi 

civari arabalarma 

telli hatayi 25 

kaptan pa~a 

pa~a ve ocak 

sade telli hatayi 

18 endazedir 

vasat ve sagrr 

60 telli hatayi 36 



10 tob 

te~rifati efendi 

agrr telli hatayi 

3 nefer hademesine 

18 endaze 12 endazedir 

alay ba~l <;avu~una 

telli hatayi 

10 endazedir 

kisedar -1 te~rifati 

agrr telli hatayi 

12 endazedir 

hademesine sade hatayi 6 

10 endazedir 

ser mehteran tabl ve alem 

hassa telli hatayi 

10 endazedir 

<;avu~an alaYl 

neferat 12 

sade hatayi 

72 endazedir 

77 

36 endazedir 12 

24 

kIlavuz <;avu~una 

agrr telli hatayi 

10 endazedir 

te~rifat halifesine 

agrr telli hatayi 

12 endazedir 



78 

E:1016813 

sabtkan sayd evalisi vezir Ahmed pa~ merhumun oglu kaplcl ba~il Ali bege akd ii 
\ 

tezvic buyurulan miiteveffa vezir osman p~a zade hanlffi sultan hazretlerinin cihaz 

alayt nakl olunmagla ber mucib-i defter-i te~rifat vaki olan harekatdrr 

sene 1152 (1739) 18 ~aban 

yevm-i mezburda ale's-seher Cihaz-l mezbur kubbe-i hiimayun kurbunda vaki klZlar 

kapIsI dl~arlsmda saray-l atik teberdarlarl marifetiyle ihrac ve sadetli darii's-sadetii'~-

~erife agasl hazretleri nezaretleriyle katarlara tahmil olundukdan sonra bu vechile 

tertib-i alaya mub~eret olumnu~dur ve ibtida kIlavuz 9avu~u on nefer yamaklarlyla 

badehu selatin cevamiyi katibleri destar-l mahsusa ve samur-l erkan ile badehu 

haremeyn kiysedarlarl ve b~ halifeleri destar mahsusalarlyla badehu selatin 

mutevellileri destar-l adi ve erkan kiirkleri ile badehu haremeyn muhasebecisi ve 

mukataclsl efendiler destar-l kafesi ve erkan ile badehu sultan kethiidalarl destar ve 

erkan kiirkleriyle badehu sagd19 matbah emini ahmed efendi kafesi ile harem kethudasl 

Mustafa Aga destar-l adi ile hem-inan badehu baltacIlar kethiidasl ye aga babasl 

kisveleriyle badehu cevahir kafesleri ve onii sun tepsileri teberdarlarl ba~larmda 

badehu saytlla mehterleri oda ba~1S1 badehu katar ve yanmda mehterler odaba~lsl bir 

mikdar neferat ile badehu yiiz sartkh mehteran neferatl iki~er iki~er badehu te~rifati 

kafesi de star ve erkan kiirkler ile badehu iki nefer harem-i hiimayun agalarl badehu 

yedi aded harem arabalarl etrafinda harem agalarl badehu mehterhane-i hazret-i sadr-l 

ali badehu kapakh evan nahhas arabalarl bu tertib iizere tUlU-l ~emsden bir saat soma 

saray-l hiimayundan <;tkilib cebhane oniinden ayasofYa <;ar~lSl i<;mden alay ko~ku 

altmdan <;atal<;e~meden divan yoluyla bugdaycIlar kaplsmdan sultan Bayezld cami 

havalisinden saray-l atik-i mahude kaplsl oniinden dogmecilerden aga kapIsl oniinden 
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miirur ve mii~arii'nileyhiimanm zeyrekba~mda b~mda vaki aksarayma vanhb ayan-l 

alaYI yukarl C;Iklb tath ve kahve verildikden sonra ni~anlarma miinasib boyamalar 

verilib avdet oIunmu~dur 

tertib-i aIaY-I arus 

yevrn-i mezburda ale's-seher zirde mestur ricaI-i alay saray-l hiimayunda mevcud 

bulunmak iC;in tenbih buyurulub ve saat ikide iki tertib-i alaya miiba~eret oIunmagla 

ibtida Hasan p~a ve su ba~l yiiriiyiib kIlavuz c;a,u~ yamaklarl ve telleriyle badehu 

vezir agalarl destar-l adi ve ferace kiirkleriyle badehu c;avu~an-l dergah-l ali bi'lciimle 

destar ve telleriyle badehu selatin miitevellileri destar-l adi ve ferace kiirkleriyle 

badehu kiirklii destar ve ferace kiirk ile badehu c;a,u~Iar katibi ve emini ferace samur 

kiirkleriyle sadr-l ali hazretlerinin kapicilar kethiidasl ve selam agasl badehu haremeyn 

muhasebecisi ve mukatacisl kafesi ve samur erkan kiirkleri ile badehu haremeyn 

miifetti~i efendi kisve-i mahsusasl ile badehu sagd19 Ahmed Efendi kafesi ve harem 

kethiidasl destarlyla badehu baItacilar kethiidasl kisye-i mahsusaslyla badehu tersaneli 

neferatl nahillar ile iki~er iki~er badehu yalmzca te~rifati kafesi destar ve erkan kiirk 

badehu mirahor-l sani-i ~ehriyarl badehu sadr-l ali hazretlerinin mahdurnlarl yeli beg 

efendi sabIkan kaptan-l derya Ebu Bekir P~a zade Ali Beg ile hem-inan badehu iki 

nefer enderun-l hiimayun agalarl badehu hannll sultan arabasl ve yedek arabasl badehu 

altl aded sultanlar arabalarl badehu mehterhane-i hiisrevani arabasl Ceyarl arabalar bu 

tertib iizere saray-l hiimayundan \Iklhb cephane ve ayasofYa hamaIlli oniinden 
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ayasofya c;ar~lSl ic;inden alay k6~kii altmdan miirur olunub c;atalc;e~meden divan 

yoluyla bugdaycilar kaplsmdan sultan Bayazld havalisinden saray-l atik kaplsl oniinden 
\ 

valide kethiidasl hanesi oniinden aga kaplsl pi~gahmdan miirur ve saray-l arusa niizul 

olunmu~dur 

saray-l hiimayunda avize olunan giimii~ toplu arabalara diba top 6 

civarl arabalarma te~rifati kIlavuz c;avu~una tersane 

c;avu~ 

telli hatayi her birine telli hatayi telli hatayi ba~ma telli 

c;ift 10 9ift 10 c;ift 10 hatayi 9ift 

10 

tersaneli zabltam enderun ve birun 

her birine telli hatayi 9avu~anma 

9ift 48 telli hatayi 

9ift 61 

leyl-i zifafin ferdasl damad beg bab-l asafiye geldikde huzur-l asafide bir tob samur 

kiirk ilbas olunmu~ 
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tertib-i alaY-1 aruS-1 ismetli hamm sultan-l vala-~an 

sene 1161 rebiyiiJahir (1748) 12 per~embe 

yevrn-i mezburda ber-vech-i mutad ismetli hamm sultan hazretlerini ~evherleri 

sarayma nakil ir;in erbab-l alaY-1 destar-l adi ve samur ferace kiirkleriyle saraY-I 

~evheride mevcud ve sur-l ber-siirur oImak takribiyle sair saltanan-l iffet- n~an 

hazeratmdan bazilarl dahi saraY-I merkuma gerduneleriyle ~erefbah~l viirud olurlar 

bu giinde nahillar nakli ir;in tersanenin b~ r;avu~u ve yirmi be~ nefer mikdar-l 

kapudanan ve r;avu~an ve mikdar-l kifaye ve al-fes tersaneli levendan ile saraY-I 

merkumda hazrr bulunduklan halde erbab-l alay dahi tertibleri iizere saraY-I ~evheriden 

sair saltanan hazeratI arabalanyla hareket ve hanlill sultan hazretleri oldugu saraya 

varlb ruhsat-l harekete muntazrr olurlar hanlill sultan hazretleri gerdune-i ziynet 

efzalarma siivar ve muntazrr vakfe-i intizar olan erbab-l alaya yiiriimege izn ohcak 

zirde mezkur tertib-i alay ile savb-l merama azimet olunur 

ibtida boyunlarma birer tob hatayi avize olunmu~ iki nefer kapI kethiidalarl badehu 

kulavuz r;avu~ badehu umumen vezir agalan badehu r;avu~an-l divan badehu selatin 

cevami katibleri badehu haremeyn-i muhteremeyn kisedarlan ve ba~ halifeleri badehu 

selatin miiteveIlileri badehu dergah-l ali kiirklii zuema badehu r;avu~lar katibi efendi ve 

emini aga badehu haremeyn-i ~erifeyn mukatacIsI ve muhasebecisi efendiler badehu 

haremeyn-i ~erifeyn miifetti~i efendi badehu sagdlr; olan zat-l ~erif badehu baItactlar 

kethiidasl aga badehu sultan kethiidalarl aga badehu te~rifati badehu tersaneli neferatl 

iki~er iki~er badehu nahillar badehu mirahor-l sani aga badehu ba~ agalar badehu 

hanlill sultan hazretlerinin arabalarl ve yedek arabalar badehu sultanlar arabalan 
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badehu mehterhane badehu cevan arabalan bu tertib iizere SaraY-l mezbura gelindikte 

erbab-l alay imrar olunub ancak ban ayan ve riiesa-Yl alay rakiben ve tersaneli,neferatl 

racilen bi'1ciim1e saltanan hazeratlDl selamlaYlb badehu ber- mucib-i defter-i te~ri:fat 

hilatIarl ve inam ve surreleri ihsan oJundukdan soma avdet ederler ferdasl damad beg 

hazretIeri mutad iizere rafetli sahib-devlethazretlerine geldikde samur kiirk ilbas 

oIunur 



83 

E:1016815 

1162 (1748) 25 muharrem yevm-i isneyn (pazartesi) 

tarih-i mezburda ismet ~an zubeyde sultan-l aliyetii'~-~an hazretlerine sabl1darma 

klyasan tertib olunan cihaz nakli alaYl resmidir 

yevm-i mezburda sultan-l mii~arii'nileyhanm saray-l hiimayundan cihaz nakli ferman 

buyrulmagla zirde mestur alaya siivar olacak rical-i devlet-i aliyyeye sagdll; olan 

kethiida beg hazretleri tarafindan tezkereler tahrir ve lisanen tenbih olunacaklara 

tenbih olunub yevm-i mezburda cfunlesi ale's-seher saraY-l hiimayunda mevcud 

bulunurlar kibar-l rical-i devlet-i aliyyeden olanlar darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl 

hazretlerinin misafu odasmda aram ederler Cihaz-l miihimmatl mirallOr aga tarafindan 

amade olunan katarlara hayme mehter ba~lsl aga ve neferati yedleriyle tahmil ve bazl 

evani-i nahhas kapakh arabalara vaz ve snn ve altm evani sUn tepsilere vaz miicevherat 

makulesi kafeslere mevzuan saray-l atik teberdaranl yedleriyle nakl olumnak iizere 

amade ve harem-i hiimayundan dahi maan girecekler civar-l makulesi dalli ko~ulara 

siivar ve muheyya oldukda ~evketli kudretli mehabetli padi~ah-l alem-penah 

hazretleri cihaz alayml tema~a buyuracaklarl mahalin dahi haberi viiruduyla tarik-i 

mahsusadan alaym nmarl tertib ve bil vechile nmar olunur 

ibtida kulaguz \avu~u miicevveze ve tel ve erkan kiirk 

boynuna avize olunan telli hatayi ile 

badehu ases ba~l ve su ba~l ve neferatl kisve-i divanileriyle 
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badehu 9aVU$an-l divan miiceweze ve telleriyle 

badehu sipah ve silahdar ocagl 9avu$lan miicewezeleriyle 

badehu neferetgan ve kiirklii 9aVU$an miiceweze ve teller ve erkan kiirkleriyle hem 

man 

badehu hocegan-l divan efendiler ve umena miiceweze erkan kemer rahth esb ile 

badehu evani arabacl b~l aga miiceweze ve erkan ve kemer-i rahth esb ile 

badehu tobcu ba$l aga ve cebeci ba$l agalar selimi ve erkan kiirkler ve divan bisatlyla 

badehu kol kethiida-Yl aga bahk9IYan ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile 

badehu yenigeri katibi efendi ve sekban ba$l aga selimi ve erkan ve diYan bisauyla 

badehu sipah ve silahdar kethiidalan ve katibleri mukabaleten ile siivar efendi 

badehu sipah ve silahdar agalarl selimi ve erkan ve divan bisatlyla 

badehu kaplcl ba$l agalar selimi ve erkan ve bisat-l divani ile 

badehu pa$a kapth aga ve maliye tezkerecisi efendiler miiceweze ve erkan badehu 

ruznamec-i evvel ve ba$ muhasebeci efendiler miicevveze ve erkan ile 
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badehu tersane emini efendi selimi ve erkan-l divan bisath esb ile ve oniince tersane 
\ 

<;avu~lan ile 

badehu nakib ve defter emini efendiler selimi ve erkan ve divan bisatlyla 

badehu yeni<;eri agasl ve defter dar efendi selimi ve erkan ve divan bisattyla 

badehu sagdw kethiida beg hazretleri selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile yalmzca 

badehu te~rifati sultan-l mii~ariinileyhanm kethiidaSI miiceweze ve erkan ile 

badehu sultanan-l azam kethiidalan muceweze ve erkan kurkler ile 

badehu bewaban-l hassa piyade ik~er iki~er ferace ve soma kurkler ile 

badehu mirahor-l eweI ve sani agalar selimi ve erkan kurkler ve divan bisatlyla 

badehu b~ kapI gilarm aga selimi ve erkan kurk ile 

badehu teberdaran-l saray-l atik yedlerinde tebsilere mevzu gumu~ ve altm evani ve 

kafeslere mevzu miicevherat taklflll ile 

badehu teberderan-l saray-l atik kethiidasl ile ve yazlCl efendi hem-inan ve sultan-l 

mu~arU'n-ileyhanm harem agalan selimi ve erkan ile 

badehu mehteran-l merna neferatI ve mehter ba~l aga miicevveze ve erkan ile 

badehu cihaz katarlarl badehu kapakh arabalar ye civan arabalarl harem agalarl 

arabalarm onlerince ve ardlarmca yiiriirler 

tertib-i mezkur iizere bab-l humayundan <;IkIhb irade ye tertib oIunan tarik ile suItan-l 

mii~arii'ni1eyhanm saray-l aram nazirlerine varIldtkta erbab-l alay at iizerinden kethiida 
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beg hazretlerini selam1aYlb avdet ve ancak ocak agalan ve kibar-l rical-i devlet-i aliyye 

yukarl odaya ~tklb sadetli damad p~a hazretleri dahi binek t~ma inib destar-l adi ile 

cihaz ve sagdl9 ketho.da beg hazretlerini istikbal ve iskemlelere kuud ve Cihaz-l tem~a 

ve te~rifati ve sultan ketho.dasl ve yazlCl efendi marifetleriyle cihaz takllTIl harem-i 

sultaniye isal ve ber mucib-i defter b~ agaya teslim olunub damad p~a kethuda beg 

huzeratl dahi yukarl odaYl te~rifve mevcud olan rical-i kibar-l devlet-i aIiyyeye tatlt ve 

kahve ve buhur merasimi ondan soma cUmlesi avdet ederler bu go.nde damad p~a 

hazretleri tarafindan ilbas olunacak hilcitlar ve hizmetinde olanlara atiye ve inamlar ve 

erbab-l alaydan asefi hatayi verileceklerin defteri ba~ka ba~ka tahrir olunmagla emr-i 

ferman hazret-i menleho.'l-emrindir 
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1162 (1748) yevrn-i hamis (per~embe) 

yevm-i mezburda ismetli Ziibeyde sultan hazretlerinin sabtklarma mukayese ile vaki 

olan alaY-l aruslarl resmidir 

sultan-l mii~arii'nileyha hazretlerinin alaY-l aruslarl tertibi ferman buyruldukda zirde 

mestur olan alaya siivar olacak rical-i devlet-i aliyye bir giin ewel sagdl(~ kethiida beg 

hazretleri tarafindan tezkereler ile ve lisanan tenbihi iktiza edenlere tenbih olunub ve 

ulema-Yl azam huzeratma dahi mektubi efendi tarafindan tezkereler tahrir olunur ve 

ciimle vakt-i mevud da alet-tertib saray-l hiimayunda mevcud buiunurlar sadetli kaptan 

pa~a ve semahatli ~eyhii'lislam efendi huzeratI dahi miiteakiben te~rifleri cezi 

viirudunda rafetli sadrazam efendimiz hazretleri dahi te~rifbuyurub vuzera-yl azam ve 

ulema-Yl kiram ve kibar-l rical-i benam darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl hazretIerinin misafir 

odalarmda aram edip mii~arii'nileyh hazretleri yevm-i mezburda me~guliyetleri 

hasebiyle egerce oda-Yl merkuma te~rifleri vaki ohnamI~ lakin taraflarmdan huzzara 

ikram-l tam ve kahve ve ~erbet ve buhur merasimi ile tevkir ve ikram olunub alay 

tema~asma mahalden irade-i hiimayun buyurulacagl haberi viirudunda tarik-i 

merkumeden giizarl tertibiyle erbab-l alaY-l siivar ve harem kaplsl oniine zokaklar ve 

perdeler ke~ide ve selatin-i azron agalarl marifetiyle gerdunelerine siivar ve hazrr 

oldugu ihbar olundukda alay tertib ve imrarma ibtidar olunur 

ibtida kIlavuz 9avu~ miiceweze ve tel ve erkan kiirk ile 

badehu ases ba~l ve su ba~l ve neferatl kisve-i divanileriyle 
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badehu sipah ve silahdar ~avu~larl miicevveze ve feraceler ile 

badehu miiteferrigan ve kiirklii ~avu~an miicevveze ve tel ve erkan ile 

badehu hocagan-l divan -1 hiimayun tamamma dek ve umena miicevveze ve erkan ve 

kemer rahth esb ile 

badehu tobcular 9avu~u miicevveze ve kethiidaSI muntadi ve tobcu b~1 aga selimi ve 

erkan ve divan bisath esb ile 

badehu sipah ve silahdar kethiidalarl miicevveze ve erkan kiirkler ile 

badehu yenigeri katibi efendi ve sekban ba~1 aga selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath 

atlartyla 

badehu ~ikar-l hiimayun agalarl selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath atlar ile 

badehu ser-guam bakl aga ve maliye tezkerecisi efendi selimi ve miicevveze ve erkan 

ile 

badehu ~avu~an-l divan miicevveze ve ferace ve telleriyle 

badehu agayan-l asefi miicevveze ve erkan kiirkleriyle 

badehu sultan kethiidalarl miicevveze ve erkan kiirkleriyle 

badehu top ariyyeciler ocagl ~avu~u miicevveze ve kethiidasl muntadi ve ariyyeci ba~l 

aga 

selimi ve erkan ye divan bisath esb ile 
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badehu cebeeiler <;avu~u miieeweze ve kethiidalan muntadi ve eebeei b~l aga selimi 

ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile 

badehu zineiri ba~l aga ve kol kethiidasl aga baltk<;in ve ba~ <;avu~ aga turna ve erkan 

kiirkler ile ve divan elbiseleriyle 

badehu sipah ve silahdar agalarl selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath atlarlyla 

badehu bi'Iciimle kaplel b~l agalarl selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath atlartyla 

badehu ~ukkayn ve defter emini efendiler selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath esbleriyle 

badehu tersane emini efuedi selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile 

ve Dniinee yirmi kadar miilebbes tersane <;avu~larl iki~er ik~er 

badehu yeni<;eri agasl selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile sagda 

defterdar efendi kezalik selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath esb ile solda 

badehu sagdl<; ohnagla sadetli kethiida beg hazretleri selimi ve erkan ve divan bisath 

esb ile ve Dniinee alay ba~ 9avu~u yalmzea 

badehu haremeyn miifett~i efendi Drfve muvahhidi kiirk ve sa<;akh esb ile 

tertib-i mezkur iizere tayin olunan tarikden miirur olunurken pi~gah-l hiimayundan 

hin-i miirurda manzara-yl hiimayun kii~ade ise nazra-i iltifat-l mulukane mu~ahid 

bulunmagla ibtida vezir mukerrem kaptan pa~a hazretleri at uzerinden rikaba 

beraber zeminbus merasimi iera ve <;avu~an alkl~ ederler badehu refetli sadrazam 

hazretleri dahi mukabele-i humayuna geldiklerinde kezalik at uzerinden zeminbus ve 
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9avu~an alkl~ ederler saray-l sultaniye tekarriib olundukda erbab-l alay ileriye itmar ve 

kibar-l rical-i devletden gerdune-i sultanam miinasib mahallerde selama intizar ile 

\ 

makam-l selamda aram ve refetli sadrazam ve semahatli ~eyhii'1islam efendi hazeratl ve 

kaptan pa~a hazretleri saray-l sultanide harem kaplsl haricinde olan mahalde ve 

kethiida beg hazretleri dahi mahal-i merkumda gerdune-i sultan am selamlaYlp bu 

hillalde damad pa~a hazretleri kilari ve erkan ile mii~arii'nileyhiim hazerat1ll1 badehu 

darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl hazretlerini orta kapl haricinde istikbal ve sultanan-l azam 

arabalarl orta kapldan igeriye gekdirilip kapl kapanlb halvet ve arabalardan niizullerine 

dek mii~arii'nileyhi.im hazeratl selam mahalinde aram ve halvet buyruldukdan soma 

yukarl odaya te~rif buyurulur mii~arii'nileyhi.im hazeratl ve kethiida beg ve ocaklar 

agalarl ve defterdar ve ~ukkayn ve defter emini efendiler tath ve kahve ve ~erbet ve 

buhur verilib damen-bus birle veda ve avdet ve refetli sadrazam efenditniz ve 

semahatli ~eyhii'1islam efendi hazeratl ve kaptan p~a hazretleri ve kethiida beg ve kapl 

ric ali saray-l mezkurda ak~amlaYlp salaH asa edasmdan soma me~ayih-i selatinden 

ayasofYa ~eyhi veyahud ihtiyar olunan 
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Topkapl Sarayl Ar~ivi : E:821 

Viladet-i hiimayunun birinci giinii sadrazam-l efham devletli Dervi~ Pa~a hazretleri 

tarafindan amade buyurulan be~ik alayt tertib olundukda ewelen alay 9avu~larl ve 

~eker ve meyve ve ~ekerleme tablalan ve badehu zuama ve sultan kethiidalarl ve 

esnalarmda bi'1ciimle pa~a kaplSl ricali bab-l hiimayundan duhul ve kethiidaY-l sadr-l 

ali ibrahim Nazif efendi hazretlerinin selamete muntazrr aia-meratibehim orta 

kapmm canib-i yemininde rical-i devlet ve yesarmda zuama ve 9avu~an dest-beste-i 

tevkif ve tehiyye olan be~ik pu~idesini ser9ukadar-l sadrazami ve yorgan-l sani 

9ukadar-l sedaretpenahi ve be~ik-i piir-ziver dahi dart nefer-i miiretteb ve 

miizeyyen 9ukadaran elleri iizerinde pi~-i kethiida-Yl sadrazamm revan olarak ledel 

viirud kethiidaY-l sadr-l ali ve sair hocagan efendiler siivar olduklarl esblerinden 

nuzul ve piyade orta kapldan igeriye duhuI eylediklerinde devletli darii's-sade ii'~­

~erife agasl hazretleri dahi kapl ba~l tabir olunan mahalde istikbal ve kathiida beg 

hazretleri yed-i ~ukadarmda olan pu~ide ve yorgam birer birer ahz ve takbil ederek 

aga-Yl mii~ariinleyhe teslim ve onlar dahi sadetli yazlCI efendi ve haseki ba~l agaya 

ita ve be~igi dahi bezdarlarl eskileri elleri iizerine ahb mermerlik kapIsmdan viirud 

ve 01 mahalde mevcud olan harem-i hiimayun agalarma teslim ve ber mucib-i emr-i 

hiimayun ku~hane kaplsmdan hedaya-YI merkuma enderun-l hiimayun agalarma 

verilib igeriden tertib olunan alay ile mabeynden harem-i hiimayuna isal olundu bu 

esnada kethiida beg ve rical-i devlet-i aliyye ziiliifliiler kapIsI pi~gahmda vaki tahta 

iizerinde kuud ve yazlCl efendi marifetiyle kahve ve tath merasimi icra olundukdan 

soma devletli darii's-sade agasl hazretleri dahi ve huzurlarmda te~rifati efendi 
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tarafindan gelen defter mucibince ilbas olan hilatlar ve emr-i hazret-i cihandariden 

yazlCI efendi ve silahdar hazret-i ~ehriyarl yediyle te~rifati efendiye liec1e't-tevdi 

teslim olan ihsan-l hiimayun-u beyan 

sadetli kethiida beg hazretlerine <;ift feraceye kaph samur kiirk aded 1 

sadetli reisiilkiittab efendiye hazretine 

sadetli <;avu~ b~l agaya 

izzetli tezkere-i ewel efendiye 

izzetli tezkere-i sani efendiye 

izzetli mektubi sadr-l ali efendiye 

te~rifati efendiyeve selam agasma 
ve kapl kethiidasl efendiye 

kara kulag-l bostanan 

<;avu~lar katibi efendiye 

silahdar-l sadr-l aliye 

dort nefer sadrazam-l enderun kiirklii 
agalara 

muhassar agaya 

odab~Ih bostanlyan 

ba~ <;ukadar-l sadr-l ali agaya 

halife-i te~rifati 

kiysedar -1 te~rifati 

kara kulag kethuda beg 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 3 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 4 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

lUL 



be~ik gatiiren dart neferlere ~ukadar 

ba~ kapl kethiidasma 

ktlavuz ~avu~una 

ser mehteran tabl-l'alem -i sadr-l aIiye 

ser surnayt 

~avu~-l mehterhane-i tabl 

haric ez defter 
sadrazam katiblerine 
ekmek~i ~ukadar 
vekilhane-i sadr-l ali 
mirahor-l sadr-l ali 

hilat 4 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 1 

hilat 

5 

2 
1 
1 
1 
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Topkap, Sarayl A1'§;v; : E: 502011 

1180 (1766) 

be~ik hazine kethiidasl mahalinde tezyin olunub ortiisii ile atik mabeyn-i hiimayuna gider 
\ 

~evketli efendimizin huzurunda murassa sorgw;-l hiimayun vaz olunur badehu hrrka-Yl 

~erif muvacehesine ihrac ve ~evketli efendimiz harem-i hiimayuna te~rif buyururlar 

badehu muvacehe-i hrrka-yt resulde dua olunub miiretteb olarak arZ-l agavati ve silahdar 

aga mahal-i mezkurdan tesyir oluna 

bin yiiz seksen senesi ~abanm on be~inci cuma giiniindeki sultan mehmed efendinin 

viladeti yedinci giinii olurki be~igi gitdikde hrrka-Yl ~erif oniinde yorgaru i9ine vaz ve 

bagrrdagma murassa hanger takilip ve be~ik-i mezbur koluna inci tesbih-i talik olunub ve 

be~ik tobuna hiima tiiyii murassa sorgu9 vaz olunub dua olunur biiyiik hindi tabir olunan 

ktlt9 be~ik onii srra ve mecmu-u arz aga ve at! ve silahdar aga ve yazlctlar mehterciler 

eliyle olunur ve badet-teslim hazinedar agaya da ~an ~evketli efendimiz hazretleri yedd-i 

hiimayunlarlyla tasfiye-nisar etmegin ~bu mahale kayd olundu 

Lakin mezbur biiyiik hindi tabir olunan kth9 teslim olunmaYlb geriye ge~dir 

ve attk mabeyn-i hiimayun kaplsl haricinde be~ik 01 mahalde iken harem-i hiimayundan 

musahib yediyle yirmi alt! aded diba ihrac ve hazine eskilerine yol kemin ise rev~-i 

acizanesinesine talik olunur mutaddrr ve dort eskiye yirmi be~er kuru~ mutadan verilir ve 

harem-i hiimayunda be~ik teslim olundugu vakit b~ yazlclya ve ikinci yazlclya ve ii9Uncii 

yazlclya ve dort nefer eski agalar ve ba~ kollukcu ve kaftancl agalara yedd-i hiimayun 

ihsan verilir ve on gUn ref olunub vakt-i akde karib yevm-i mezburda hrrka-Yl ~erifde has 

oda irnarm dua eder ve yine be~ik teslim olunur iken dua eder ve ~evketli efendimiz ihsan 

verrr 



E:502012 

1193 (1779) 

IVO 

bin yiiz doksan u~ seferii'l-hayrmm yirminci ~ar~amba gecesi zib efza-Yl kehvare-i vUcud 

olan ~ehzade sultan suleyman efendinin be~ik alayt tertibi ve icra-yt ktlman riisumdurki 

Zihni ismail P~a merhumun mazbata gune evrak-l per~anmdan muhrecdir 

mah-l rebiy'fil-evvelin dordfincu ve viladet-i humayunun yedinci salt gunu b~ afv olunub 

saat iki bu~ukda bi'lcUmle enderun agalan iki srra has oda kaplSmdan hazine kethudasmm 

pencerelerinin onfinden seferli meydanmdan kutfiphane ile arz Odasl mabeyninden harem­

i humayun kaplSma varmca dizilib has oda agalarl ibtida ~er ~er onu srra ve badehu 

arz agalarl ve silahdar aga ve sonra efendiler lalalarl mu~'n-ileyhin lalasl hur~id 

suleyman aga mucevher kth~ du~unda varidinde hazine kethiidasl aga be~igin oniinde ve 

envai cevahir ile murassa be~ik hazine ba~ kollukcu seng b~mda ve hazine eskileri 

onunde ve etrafinda selam1a derun-l harem-i hiimayuna duhul ve mahaline teslim eylediler 
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Toplcapl SaraYI Al1ivi. E:1017211 

necabeth inayetli ~ehzade-i civanbaht efendiriliz hazretlerinin ibtida-Yl taIith-i kUran-l 

azimii'~-~ana bed eylemeleri irade buyruldukda bermucib-i te~rifat icra olunacak 

resmdir 

yevm-i mezburdan iki mukaddem saray-l hiimayunda incili Ko~ oniinde vaki sahraya 

refetli inayetli sadrazam efendimiz hazretleri iyin bir otak-l gerdun-rutak ve semahatli 

~eyhii'lislam efendi hazretleri iyin bir oba nakIbii'l-e~raf efendi ve -sadreyn-i 

muteremeyn efendiler hazeratlarl iyin obalar ve yeniyeri agasl ve defterdar efendi ve 

reisii'l-kiittab efendi ve yaVU~b~l agalarl iyin yergeler kurulub ve miiteferrikgan ve 

etba-l saire iyin on be~ mikdarl yadrrlar istiade ve mehterhane-i amireden fer~ide ve 

amade kthrur ve mutbah-l arnire emini aga tarafina dahi taam ihzarl i9in iki iiy goo 

mukaddem tenbih buyrulur yevm-i mezburdan bir goo mukaddem mii~arii'nileyhiim 

hazeratI ve vakt-i muayyende saray-l hiimayunda muheyya olan ~adrrlarmda mevcud 

bulunmalarl i~in davet tezkereleri ile yavu~ b~l aga tarafindan davet olunurlar ciimlesi 

ber-mukteza-Yl mevsim erkan samur kiirk ve destar-l adi ve divan bisath esbleriyle ve 

ulema-yI azron hazeratI orf-l azamlarl ve selimi erbabl selimilerin ve miicevveze 

erbabl dahi alay i~in miicewezelerin maan getiirmek iizere tahrir olunur ve kiirklii 

miiteferrikgan ve 9avu~andan miiceweze ve erkanlarlyla mevcud olmalarl i~in tenbih 

buyrulur ve dua i~in ancak ayasofYa ~eyhi efendi davet olunur bu ciimleden soma 

refetli sadrazam efendi hazretleri ber-mukteza-Yl mevsim sofa kabh erkan kakum kiirk 

ve destar-l adi ile ve divan bisath esb ile kapl takImIyla bab-l asafiden siivar ve bab-l 

hiimayundan duhul ve hasel'\~ler kaplsmdan incili Ko~k kurbunda amade olan otaga 

te~ri:flerinde bi'lciimle zu~ ve yeniyeri agasl ve defterdar efendi otak onOOde ala­

meratibehiim mevkIf-1 s. amade olduklarl halde otaga niizul buyrulur semahatli 
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~eyhi.ilislam efendi hazretleri nakJ.biile~raf efendi ve sadreyn-i muteremeyn efendiler 

hazeratI ve yenigeri agasl ve defterdar efendi mahal-i merkuma davet ve kuud olunub 

sadetli darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl dahi mahal-i merkumda oIinagla taraflarmdan saray-

1 atik teberdarlarl jle tath ve kahve verilip 01 vakte dek ta'am dahi hazrr olmagla refetli 

sadrazam efendimiz hazretleri ve semahatli ~eyhii'l-islam efendimiz hazretleri ve 

darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl bir sofrada ve naktbii'l-e~raf efendi ve sadreyn-i 

muhteremeyn efendiler hazeratl ve ayasofYa ~eyhi efendi kendi obalarmda itam 

buyrulur ve yenigeri agasl ve defterdar efendi ve reisii'l-kiittab efendi ve 9avu~b~1 aga 

ve tezkereci efendiler kendi gergelerinde kezalik itam ve miiteferrikgan ve zuemaya 

9adrrlarmda pilavzerde itam-l ta'am olunur tamammda ~evketli mehabetli kudretli 

kerametli pad~ah-l islam-penah efendimiz hazretleri bi'l-yiimn ve'l ikbal fucili Kasrma 

te~rif -i hiimayunlarl haberi viirudunda refetli sadrazam efendimiz hazretleri kallavi ve 

erkan samur kiirk ve semahatli ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretleri orf veferve-i beyza ile 

ve ulema-Yl azam orfve erkan kiirkler ve yenigeri agasl ve defterdar efendi ve reisii'l­

kiittab efendi ve <;avu~b~l aga selimi ve erkan kiirkler vesairleri miicevvezeler ile 

p~gah-l otag-l asafide sakal-beste-i selam-l ~ehriyariye amade olub nur-cemal-i 

miilukane pertev-endaz-l dide-i siihud oldukda rikab-l hiimayun agalarl pi~-i 

hiimayunda gelir iken seratlice reftar ile niizul eylediklerinde yeni<;eri agasl ve 

defterdar efendi ve reisii'l-kiittab efendi ve 9avu~ba~1 aga ma~iyen istikbale istical ve 

refetli sadtazam efendimiz hazretleri dahi onb~ y~ hatve mikdarl mahalde istikbal 

ve zemittbus eyledikde 9avu~an aIkl~ ederler '~eng-i rikabda semahatli seyhii'l-islam 

efendi hazretleri miitevakku-l Se1~-1 ~ehin~l ohna1ahyla rafetli sadraMin efendimiz 

hazretleri ~eref-i hizmet-i baga1giri ile ni\zul-l hiimtiYun buyruldukda tekrar a1kl~ 

olunur silahdar-l ~iyari aga sol canibde ~ref-i hizmet-i b~algir-i hiimayun ile kasr-l 

hiimayun derununa te~rif ve kuud buyrulduk.d.aP sonra izn-i hiimayun ile bi'l-ciirnle 

" 
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siivar ve meratib-i alay ile haseneler kapiSmdan orta kaplya varIldtkda niizul ve 

m~iyan babii's-sadeye varIldtkda rafetli sadrazam efendimiz ve semahatli ~eyhii'l­

islam efendi vesairleri ali-meratebehim kaplcl b~Ilarm kuud eyledikleri tiilani suffede 

kuud buyrulub tevakkuf olunur ~ar-l yek saat miirurunda necabetli ~ehzade-i civanbaht 

efendimiz hazretleri destarlarmda sorgu~ ve beyaz-l ~ebih kiirk ve miicevher rahth 

miizeyyen esb darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl selimi ve hazin-i ~ehriyari aga kallavi ile 

yiimn ii yesar-l rikablarmda vesair musahib agalar dahi selimi ile ve onlerince 

lalalarmm b~l u.zerinde al telli ~ekme pu~ideli rahle iizerinde mushaf-l ~erif ile babii' s­

sadeden d~arl te~riflerinde naktbii'l-e~raf efendi dua ve tamammda sadrazam 

efendimiz ve ulema-yt kiram vesairleri destbus-l alileri ile mii~erref ve bi'l-ciimle 

m~iyen a1imeratebehim onlerince orta kaplya gelindikde siivar ve miirettib alay ile ve 

rikablarmca peygan ve rikab-l hiimayun solaklarl ile kezaIik haseneler kaplSmdan 

incili ko~k seng-i rikabma gelindikde erbab-l alay mukaddemce niizul ve 

aIimeratebehim suff...ara-yt selam olub babii's-sadetden seng-i rikaba gelince 

veralarmda iki miisahib agalar ~il para sa~arak seng-i rikabda ancak sadrazam 

efendimiz hazretleri ~ehzade-i civanbaht efendimizi kucaklarma ahp ~evketli mehabetli 

padi~ah-l alempenah efendimizin dest-i hiimayunlarmda boy ettirip ettirip kurb-l 

hiimayuna ikad eyledikden soma ba-izn-i hiimayun hUzur-1 hiimayuna varIldtkda 

naklbii'l-e~raf efendi hazretleri tekrar dua ve kuuda izn-i hiimayun buyruldukda rafetli 

sadrazam efendimiz hazretleri ve semahatli ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretleri ve naklbii'l­

e~raf efendi ve sadreyn-i muhteremeyn efendiler hazeratl ve ayasofya ~eyhi efendi ve 

imam-l evvel ve sani efendiler kuud ve yeni~eri agasl ve defterdar efendi ve reisii'l­

kiittab efendi ve ~avu~b~l aga ve tezkere-i evvel ve sani ve te~rifati kullarl huzur-l 

hiimayunda klyaman tevekkiif ederIer badehu pister-i hiimayuna karib mahalde iki 

ihram vaz' ve ortasma rahle vaz' olundugu gibi refetli sadrazam efendimiz hazretleri 
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kalklb necabetli ~ehzade efendimiz hazretlerini kucagma ahp vaz' olunan ihrarn 

iizerine gotiiriirken ~evketli mehabetli pad~ahnruzdan ma'da bi'l-ciimle ktyarn ve 

krraat tamammda semahatli ~eyhii'l-islarn efendi hazretleri ve ~eyh efendi b~'ka b~ka 

dua ve miiezzinin-i hassa d~arlda savt-l ~edid ile sada-Yl amini peyveste-i <;erh-i berin 

ederler tarnammda ulema-yt azarndan ma'dasl d~l <;tklb hUZUT-l hiimayundan ilbasl 

iktiza eden zirde mestur kiirkler ilbas ve ber mutade-i kadim ayasofya ~eyhi efendi ve 

te~rifati ve halife ve kisedar kunarma atiyye-i hiimayun ihsan ve d~arl te~rifbuyurulub 

otag-l asefide yeni<;eri agasma ve defterdar efendi vesair ruznarnge-i hiimayun defteri 

mucibince hilattlar ilbas ve badehu arz ve takdim Olunmasl mutad olan hediyeler 

darii's-sadetii'~-~erife agasl marifetiyle arz ve takdim ve iktiza eden hilatlarl darii's-

sadetii'~-~erife agasl huzurunda ilbas ve ber-vech-i mutad taraf-l hazret-i sadrazarniden 

verilmesi mutad olan atiyyeler te~rifati kUnarl marifetiyle eshabma teslim olunub tekfar "., 
. f\~ 

ba-izn-i hiimayun siivar olunub alay ile gotiiriildiigii siyak iizere orta kaplyit aek 

gotiiriiliib orta kaplda niizul ve kubbe-i hiimayun kurbunda harem kaplSmda necabetli 

~ehzade-i civanbaht efendimiz hazretleri selamlarup herkes mekanlarll'l.\"~ eder 

diye defter-i te~rifatda mukayyeddir emr ii ferman hazret-i menlehii'l-emrindir 

derkenar 1) Astane-yi aliyyede vuzera-yl azam dahi bulunur ise davet buyruhnasl 

mutaddrr 

derkenar 2) Sultan Selim efendimiz bed-i besmele-i ~erif buyurduklarmda yirmi 

mikdar kaplclba~l dahi alay i<;in davet buyruhnu~ 

derkenar 3) Bazan bed-i besmele-i ~eriKlen soma avdet-i alay afv olunur mahal-i 

merkuma avdet olundugu dahi meshuktur 



HUzur-1 hiimayunda ilbas olunan kiirkler 

refetli sadrazam efendimiz hazretlerine 
kiirk 1 

semahatli ~eyhii' 1-islam efendi hazretIerine 
kiirk 1 

(mevcud bulunmu~ neferiyle) 
sadetli tevki p~a hazretlerine 
kiirk 1 

sadetli darn' s-saderu' ~-~erife 
agasl hazretlerine 
kiirk 1 

~erafetli naktbii'l-e~raf efendi hazretlerine 
kiirk 1 

sadreyn-i muhteremeyn efendiler hazeratma 
kiirk 2 

(hOC4J p4ua1anyla) imam-l evvel ve sani efendilere 

ltilt:" J 

ayasofYa ~eyhi efendiye 
kiirk 1· 

HUzur-1 hazret-i asafide ilbas olunacak hilatlar 

yenicel"i agasl hazretlerine 
hilat 1 

defterdar efendi hazretlerine 
hilat 1 

reisii'l-kiittab efendi hazretIerine 
hilat 1 

9avu~an b~l agaya 
hilat 1 

tezkere-i evve} efendi 
hilat 1 

tezIs.~re-i sani efendi 
hilat 1 
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te~rifati efendi 
hilat 1 

mutbah-l amire emini aga 
hilat 1 

musarnf-l ~ehriyari efendi 
hilat 1 

aga -yl serkilari 
hilat 1 

ser tabaheyn-i hassa 
hilat 1 
ser tabbahin-i hassa 1 

yazlCl-l tabbahin 
hilat 1 

vekil-harc-I hassa 
hilat 1 

ser halife-i musarnf-l ~ehriyari 
hilat 1 

ser mehteran-l hayme-i hassa 
hilat 1 

kethiida -yl ocag-l mehteran-l hayme 
hilat 1 

katib-i mehteran -1 hayme 
hilat 1 

ser sayebancl ~ehriyarl 
hilat 1 

ser mehteran-l hayme-i sadr-I ali 
hilat 1 

tellmi aga 
hilcrt 1 

kara kulag-l bostant 
hilat 1 

ser halife-i te~rifat 
hilat 1 

kiysedar -I te~rifat 
hilat 1 
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Kamil Kepeci Tasnifi- Te~rifatrlllk. M 696 Sayfa:10-12 

15 Ramazan 1180(Cumartesij-14 $uhat1766(Cumartesi) 

Beher Sene ber mutad-l kadim Ramazan -1 $erifin on be~inci giinii hrrka-l ~erife 

ziyareti resmidir. 1180 (1766). 

$ehr-i Ramazan -1 ~erifin on be~inci giinii hrrka-l ~erife ziyareti mutad olmagla bir giin 

akdem vuzera-yt azam hazeratI ve semahatlu ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretleri tarafindan 

gelen defter mucibince istanbul kadIsma dek ulema-Yl alam hazeratI ve selatin 

me~ayihi efendiler ve yenigeri agasl ve defterdar efendi ve sipah ve silahdar agalarl ve 

cebeci ve tobcu ve arabacl b~1 agaIar tezkereler ile davet olunub haremeyn miifett~i 

ve haremeyn muhasebecisi ve ~ehr emini efendilere dahi ihbar olunur Yevm-i 

merkumda zikr olunan rical badehu eda-Yl saIaru'z- zuhr babii's-sadede mevcud 

bulunmaIarlyla sag tarafa bulunan vuzera-yt azam ve umuman' ulema-yt alam ve sol 

tarafa dahi bi'l ciimIe rical otumb kudum-l hazret-i sadaret-penahiye muntazrr olurlar 

saadetIii reisii'l kiittab efendi hazretIeri semahatlu ~eyhii'lislam efendi hazretlerini 

hane-i semahatlerinden sara-Yl sadr-l aIiye g6tiiriib merasim icrasrndan sonra vakt-i 

zuhr hululiinde devletii sadr-l azam hazretleriyle bi'l maiyye kapI taknlllyle Ayasofya-l 

kebir-i cami-i ~erifine te~rifbuyurulub saIavat-l zuhr edasrndan sonra ciimle akibinde 

yine bi'l-maiyye saraY-l humayuna te~rif buyurulub orta kapu haricinde rikab-l 

hiimayun agaIarl istikbal ve nuzul buyuruldukda devletlii sadr-l azam hazretIerinin 

yeminlerine bostancl b~l aga ve sol taraflarma mirahor-l evvel aga ve semahatlu 

~eyhii'l -islam efendi hazretIerinin dahi kaplctlar kethiidasl aga ve mirahor-l sani aga 

bagalgirleri olub babii's-sadeye tekarriib buyuruldukda babii's-sade agaIarl istikbaI ve 
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devletlii sadr-l azam hazretlerinin canib-i yeminlerine babii's-sade agasl ve yesarlarma 

hazinedar b~l aga ve semahatlu ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretlerinin dahi canib-i 

yeminlerine kilerci b~l aga ve yesarlarma saraY-l cedid-i "amire agasl bagalgir olub 

babii's-sade oniine varildIkda sadetlu silahdar-l hazret-i ~ehriyarl aga istikbal ve sadr-l 

azam hazretlerinin sag taraflarma silahdar aga ve sol taraflarma has oda b~ aga ve 

~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretlerinin iki nefer has odah agalar bagalgir olub arz odast 

giizer buyruldugu gibi madaya dahi izn ii ruhsat buyrulmagm ibtida vuzera-yl azam 

badehu alameratibehiim ulema-Yl islam ve me~ayih-i kiram hazeratl badehu yeni~eri 

agasl ve defterdar efendi ve reisii'l-kiittab efendi ve ~avu~ b~l aga ve tezkire-i evvel 

ve sani ve mektubi efendiler vesair ocaklar agalarl ve haremeyn miifett~i efendi ve 

haremeyn muhasebecisi efendi bi'l-ciimle babii's-sadeden duhul ve htrkaY-l §erife 

odasma varildIkta imam-l evvel ve sani efendiler sandukaY-l ~erifeye mukabil kuud ve 

birer o§r kuran-l azimii'§-§an tilavet edib badehu sanduka-Yl ~erifeyi bizzat §evketli 

kerametli efendimiz hazretleri miibarek yed-i miiebbed miilukaneleriyle kii~ad 

buyurub yiiz siirmege ruhsat-l hiimayun iddizaru buyuruldukda ibtida devletli sadr-l 

azam hazretleri badehu semahatIu §eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretleri badehu vuzera-Yl 

azam hazeratl badehu alameratibehiim ulema-yt islam hazeratl badehu yenigeri agasl 

ve defterdar efendi ve reisii'l-kiittab efendi ve 9avu~ b~l aga ve tezkire-i evvel ve sani 

ve mektubi efendiler ve b~bakIkulu aga ve maliye tezkirecisi efendi ve cizye 

b~bakIkulu ve ~avu~lar katibi efendi badehu sipah ve silahdar agalarl badehu cebeci 

ve tobcu ve arabacl ba§l agalar badehu haremeyn miifetti§i ve haremeyn muhasebecisi 

ve §ehremini veyazlcl efendiler badehu te~rifatl birbirlerini takiben ruhsude-i tazim 

oldukdan sonra yine gelib herkes yerlerinde kIyaman dururlar badehu me§ayih-i 
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kiramm her biri sanduka-Yl ~erife mulmbelesine vanb ibtida dua badehu ruhsude-i 

tekrim eyledikleri akibinde rikab-l «illlld~li agalan dahi ruhsude-i tazim olurlar 
" \ 

\,,\,:,~,,~~' 

avdete ~aret-i miilukane irzam buyuruldukda ciimlesi ~oob ancak i~eride refetIi sadr-l 

azam ve semahatlu ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazeratl ve sadetIi tevki p~ hazretleri kahb 

enderun-u hiimayun hademesi tamam oldukda izn-i hiimayun siiduruyla ibtida tevki 

p~a hazretleri badehu ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretleri badehu devletIi sadr-l azam 

hazretleri huzur-l hiimayundan ~tkub enderun-l hiimayuna te~rifleri siyakI misillii 

silahdar aga ve has oda b~l aga bagalgirleri olarak babii's-sadeye gelindikde kapl 

agasl ile hazinedar b~l aga ve babii's-sadeden yirmi otuz hatve dl~arl ~OOldtkda 

bostancl b~l aga ile mirahor-l ewel aga hidmet-i bagalgiri ile mii~erref ve kaplctlar 

kethiidasl aga ile mirahor-l sani aga dahi kemafi's-sabtk semahatIi ~eyhii'l-islam efendi 

hazretlerine bagaIgir olub oTta kapldan ~tktldtkda esb-i h~-re:ftarlarma siivar ve d~l 

te~riflerinde ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretlerine merasim-i tevdi icra ve saraY-l 

devletmedarlarm te~rif buyurd1Jlar. 25 Ramazan 1180. 

Tarih-i me~urdan m~addemce kapudan-l derya vem Tosun Mehmed Pa~a azl olub 

yerine Rum iii valisi vezir Melek Mebmed P~a nash olunmagla vezir-i mii~ariinileyhe 

heniiz astane-i sadete vQfUd etmedigi eclden hrrka-Yl ~erife ziyaretinde bulunmadl 

onlar dahi mevcud olsa te§rif ederler idi ve bu giinde mutad iizere yeni<;eri vesair 

ocaklar neferatma baklavalan tevzi olundu ziyaret-i ~erife giinii refetlii sadrazam 

hazretleri tarafindan verile gelen atiye 

KaPl Agasma 15 altm Ziiliiflii Baltactlara 15 altm Ak Agalara 15 altm 

Te~ifati efendiye 50 altm Silahdar Aga yedleriyle Has Odah Agalara 400 altm 

490 altm 
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Rikab-l hiimayun gOOlerinde mutad iizere verilegelen vIlillar bu goode dahi telhisi aga 

yediyle mahallerine teslim olunmu~dur 
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Kamil Kepeci Tasnifi - Te$rifatrlilk. 696 M. Sayfa:67 

\ 

Devletli inayetli sadrazam efendimiz hazretlerinin Hazret-i Eba Eyub Ensari 

radiyallahu anhu'l-bari tfube-i §erifesinde taklid-i seyf-i mubarek i~in te§rif-i hiimayun 

buyruldugu glinu icra buyuracaklart resmdir 

bimennihi supanehu ve taala yevm-i mezburda devletli inayetli efendimiz hazretleri 

irade buyrulan vakitte saray-l hiimayuna te§rif ve kubbe-i humayunda istirahat 

buyururlar alay tertib olundugu ihbar oIundukda kubbe-i htimayundan oTta kaptya 

te§rif u kudum-i meymenet-Iuzum hazret-i cihandartye muterekkib oIurlar b~ 

haberi geldikde suvar olunub ld-l §erifde mlintazrr selam olduklarl tarafda suvaran 

tevekkUf ederler semahatli §eyhu'l-islam efendi hazretleri ve kaptan pa§a hazretleri 

dahi taraf-l yesarlarmda suvaran tevekkUf ederler §evketli mehabetli padi§ah-t 

alempenah efendimiz hazretleri orta kapldan d~l te§fif buyurduklarmda ~avu§an 

alkt§ ederler a~ temammda devletli efendimiz hazretleri zeminbus gune temenna 

eylediklerinde 9avu§an alkl§ ederler devletli efendimiz hazretleri ve mii§ar1inileyhiima 

hazeratl zeminbus akibinde ileri yedekler online siirat buyurub tertib alaYI ile sultan 

Mehmed han cami-i §erifi havaIisine vusulde tfube-i §erife ziyareti idare-i hiimayun 

buyrulmu§ ise seng-i rikabda niizul ve mlintazrr olur §evketlii efendimiz hazretleri 

tekarriib buyurduklarmda ma§iyen istikbal ve zeminbus buyururlar alkl§ olunur ve pi§-i 

hiimayunda revan olub seng-i rikabda izn-i hiimayun vukunda alkl§ olunur ve devletli 

efendimiz sag caniblarinde bagalgirlik §erefin ihraz buyururlar badezziyade yine 

devletli efendimiz hazretleri sag caniblerinde bagalgirleri olarak siivar olundukda yine 

alkl§ olunub devletli efendimiz hazretleri izn-i hiimayun suduruna degin pi§-i 



128 

hiimayunda revan olurlar izn-i hiimayun sudurunda siivar olub yedekler online gidilir 

Eyyiibe vartldtkda cami-i ~rifhavalisinde vaki seng-i rikabda niizul buyurulub ~evketli 
\ 

efendimiz tekarriib buyurduklarmda m~iyan _ iki kapl aras"mda istikbal ve zeminbus 

buyurduklarmda ~ olunub p~-i hiimayunda revan olurlar seng-i hiimayunda niizul 

buyuruldukda a1k~ olunur devletli efendimiz hazretleri canib-i yemin-i ~ehin~ahide 

hizmet-i ~erif-i bagalgiri icra ederler tiirbe-i ~erifeye duhulden soma devletli efendimiz 

semahatli ~eyhii'l-islam efendi hazretlerinin yanlarmda tevakkuf ederler seyf-i 

miibarek miyan-l hiimayuna bend olunub avdet esnasmda yine hizmet-i bagalgiri 

~erifiyle mii~erref olunarak seng-i rikabda esbe siivar olundukda devletli efendimiz p~-

i hiimayunda revan olurlar cami-i ~erif haremi derunundan miirur ile dogru bostan 

iskelesine te~rif-i hiimayun buyurulur ise devletli efendimiz m~iyen iskeleye degin 

te~ii buyurulub seng-i rikabda niizul-ii hiimayun buyuruldukda a~ olunur 

devletli efendimiz bagalgirlik hidmetin icra ederek zevrakca-i hiimayuna siivar ve 

devletli efendimiz zeminbus eylediklerinde alk~ olunur 
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