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ABSTRACT

TRADITIONAL OTTOMAN REBELLIONS AND THE PEOPLE:
THE CASE OF THE 31st MARCH INCIDENT

The second consiitutional period carries special
significance in the history of the late Ottoman Empire in
view of the radical transformations that occured in soe
cial 1ife as well as the political arena after the repro-
clamation of the Constitution of 1876 in 1908. These trans-
formations caused an upheaval within the social order, also
brought on the "reaction" of verious strata who preferred
the Islamic way of life. A common goal which united & numb-
er of discontended groups who were apparently led by the
soldiers and the lower-ranking E}ggg, was to end the power
f the Committee of Union angaProgress (C.U.P.). Yet, it is
necessary to distinguish the differencées betwean the var-
ious”participants in order to understand the complex so-
cial character of the Incident. Those who were formally
@associated with state administration, did not oppose the
westernization process and adapted themselves to it even
if they belonged to the traditional strata which included
the ulama, slayli officers, etc. Otheré severely opposed
the western-style 1ife which was brought &bout and, or,
accelarated by the revolution of 1908. On the other hand,
the Liberal Party also took part in thé Iancident of 31lst
March together with the traditional strata opposition, 4

directed their criticism against the same target: Here,
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the purpose of the Liiberals was to stop the "despotism"
of the C.U.P.

The mutineers walked in front of the Parlisment buil-
ding to declare their desirata while the ulama joined the
rebel soldiers, At first, the mutiny reflected the charact-
er of an uprising toward constitutional/democratic end.How~.
ever; in due couree, the Incident became a "reactionary"”
movement against changes resultent from decades of moderniza-
tion., During the eleven days that.the mutiny continued, Istan-
bul was thescene of events that the reminicent of Janissary
rebellions of the preceding centuries,

To understand how an event which was first intended
to manifest a pmlitical opposition against despotism, con-
verted into @ traditional Jsnissary-like rebellion, is the
main topic of this study. Studying such an incident which
was the last effective and greatest movement of the tradi-
tional strata who have survived to the present day, gives
us the opportunity to observe the means and ideological
discourse that they have historically developed sgainst the

westerniza tion of social 1life.
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OZET

GELENEKSEL OSMANLI HALK AYAKLANMALARI:
31 MART OLAYI

II. Mesrutiyet Osmanla Imparatorlufundas politik
alanda oldugu kadar toplumsal yagamda da kéktenci doniisiim-
lerin yssandifl bir dénem olarak bzgil bir Oneme sahiptir.
Sﬁz komisu donilisimler geleneksel-toplumsal diizenin altiist
olusguna yol agarsk, Islami yagam bigimini yegleyen taba-
kalarin tepkisini de beraberinde getirmigtir. Ordndaki er
ve erbaglarla alt-diizey ulemanin én plana ¢iktigi bu hos-
nutsuzlar kitlesinin ortak yodnii, Ittihat ve Terakki Cemi-
yeti'ain iktidarina son vermek erefi ile sinirliyda. Bu
ise, 88z konuvsu tabakalar arssinda da bir farklilastirma
yapma gerefini dofurmaktsdir. Buna gdre, batililasma siire-
cine giren devletle herhangi bir resmi bagi olan tabaksalar,
toplumun geleneksel kesimine bagli bulunsalar da, bu sii-
rece karsi durmamig, tersine, yeni ysgam bigimine -devletle
iligkileri g¢ergevesinde~ uyum sapglamiglardir. Geleneksel
tabakeanin difer kesimi ise, batililasma sirecinin disinda
barekilmig olmasi agisindan mesgrutiyetin getirdipgi batila
deffer ve anlayiga siddetle muhalefet etmiglerdir., 31 Mart
olayinds snilan geleneksel kesimlerin ysninda, onlsrla aynma
hedefe ytnelmigs o}an Ahrar Firkasi da rol almisgtir. Anaya~
sal muhalefeti olugturan libersllerin amagi da Ittihat ve

Terakki'nin "despotizmine" son vermekti,



Tagkigla'da baskaldiran askere ulemanin katllmi91n-
dan sonra, ayaklananlarin dileklerini bildirmek iizere Mec-
lis-i Mebusan Oniinde toplenmalari, olayin baslancigtaki
anayasal ve yapici niteligini ortays koymaktadir. Ne varki,
gelismeler olsya "gerici" bir boyut kazandirmig, ve hare-
ket ordusunun kenti ele ge#irmesine kadar gegen 11 giin
siiresince, Istanbul yenigeri ayaklasnmalarini animsatan
ginler yasam15t1f.

Baslangigta muhalefetce anayasal bir gbvde giste-
risi olarak planlanan bu olayin masil olup te yenigeri is-
yanlarindan birime ddniigtiigiinii anlamaya galicmek, bu aras-
tirmanin temel ¢ikisg moktasidir. Glinimiize defin varlifima
ve sfairligini koruyan geleneksel tabakalarim bu sor g¥r-
kemli ve etkin hareketinin arastirilmasi, snilaz kesimlerin
toplumsal yagamin batili akisina karsi gelistirdikleri
savonma ySntemlerini ve olugturduklari ideolojik sSylemleri

yakindan nglemlemék farsatini verecektir,
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I. INTRODUCTION

A}

A.. Review of the Previous Approaches

The Incident of 31st March has been subjected to s
great deal of discussion and speculation. Still a controver-
8iel issue of politicel debate, it has been a well-studied

1 The event should be con

topic for scholarly research, too.
8idered as significant within the history of the Ottoman Em=
pire and the Turkish Republiec in terms of the mobilization of
magses on a politicel platform. Therefore, the mutiny of 3lst
March has been enthusiastically discussed even todey amorig
various circles with widely different political and cul tursl
views, A review of these comments enables us to be directly
acqueinted with the subject, and to understand the context of
the popular debate a8 well, A classification of the diverse
approaches according to their view about the essential insti-
gator of the event seems to be a convenient method of distin-
guishing the differeces smong them which are, in fact, also
intricately linked to each other.

The first approach, therefore, will be called the
"Unionist®, because they thought that the responsibility of
the mutiny fell on Abdulhamid II. Another view, contrary to
the former, may be called the "Hsmidian", or, "anti-unionist’
asserted that it was the C.U.P. which organized the mutiny ir
order to dethrone Abdulhamid, A third approach sets up the a1
gument on the probability of foreign intervention, so it can
be called the "interventionist" view, Finally, scholarly re=

search on the subject like that of Sina Ak§in, David PFarhi,



Cetin Yetkin, interprets the incident as a product of the po-
liticel opposition to the C.U.P., exhibiting occasional de=-

.mocratic tendencies,

1. The Unionist mhegig

A8 the mutiny began, the C.U.P. circles condemned it
as "reaction”, and anathematized the movement. According to
the above view, "the 318t March nothing but the rising of re-
action against social change." It is possible to come this Dbe-
lief in the Salonjica papers during the mutiny, and in the Is-
tanbul papers after the suppressing the rebellion by the Ope-

. ration Army.

During the mutiny, events carried out by the mutineers
also seem to support the thesis. For example, the soldiers

assasinsted many educated young officers, showed their loyal-

"ty to the Sultan going in front of the Yildiz Palace on sev-

-eral occasions; sacked the buildings of two Young Turk news-

papers (Tenin and Sura-yir Ummet) during eleven days in which

theyrdomina ted the city. Moreover, the mob at the time con=-
gisted of the traditional social elements who usaelly prod-
uce mo#ements of religious reactioﬁ. Furthermore, the slogsn
of the rebellion was the Seriat, and the aim was to restore
the Islamic way of 1ife, Their attempt at trying to push
women back to their traditional place in society, was enoth-
ér proof to the authors that the Incident of 318t March
should be seen as an exXxample of reaction.

According to them, Abdulhamid kept on accepting ~
®journal s" 3 from spies, violating his oath which he had

taken during the ceremonies held after the announcement of



of the Constitution. bBesides his immanent despotic inclina-
tions, he was supposed to be directly involved in the 31st
March Incident by distributing money and finding agents to
inetigate the rebellion in order to restore despotism, In ad-
dition, he is suspect for having shown a very mild treatment
to the soldiers instead of simply supressing the mutiny.
Thereby, he "allowed"” the rebellion to grow.

Although the argument about "reaction" is generally
verifiable, this "conspiracy" theory in the ¥Ynionist approach
seems unreasonable considering Abdulhamid's extremely suspi-
cious character. Actually, the Unjonists who codld not get
rid of the old deespot in spite of their revolution for liber-
ty, waited for an copportunity to do so. The loyalty of sole
diers to Abdulhamid daring the mutiny, gave this opportunity
to them, allowing the Unionists to blame the Sultan for or=-
genizing the Incident.

Nevertheless, it is obvious that the Unionists did
not regaid the rebell;on merely as an opportunity for get-
ting rid of "bad-behaving despot", but their view about the
mutiny as "reaction" stemmed from a genuine belief. In oth-
er words, they thought that the redical trensformation which
occured in socisl 1ife after the reproclamation, did cause
the reaction of the traditional strata and helped them or-
ganize against the new life~style., According to the Union-
ist opinion, the Islesmicist-traditionalist groups who gath-
ered under the roof of the 1I.M.C. (Mohammedan Unioﬁ) tried
to halt and even turn back the modernization process, They
were "responsible" for the decline of the Empire, with the

objective to found a stete and sociasl order relying upon



the §efiat.

It is possible to see traces of the Unionist view, im
the mainstream historical vision of the Republicen period. Dur-
jng the Republican era, the Islamicist opposition has always
been condemned to be a "reaction® against modernity, so that
the occurance of any Islamic movement has been interpreted
as a 'renewal of the 31st March Incident' and cursed like~
wise. It has been forgotten that zeiigion has always been one
of the major foundations of state and society. Islam has also
continued to function as a structural element providing the
political, ideological ,8ocial formation of both worlds. Thus,
the pro-modemization ruling elite and intellectuals since
the late Ottoman period have continued to consider the tradi-

tional Islamic opposition as a blow against the raison d'étre

of the state.
2, The "Hamidien" or "Anti-Unionist" mnegig

According to the 'Hamidiesn' or 'anti-Unionist' approach,
the Incident of 31st March was nothing other than a plot by
the C.U.P. against Abdulhamid in order to dethrone him. Al-
though, this seems like a startling assertion at first sight,
there is some evidence which verifies the point of view of
its defenders. For tﬁém, the Incident of 31st March, from the
beginning, was a plot, and the director was the C.U.P. In
view of the fact that the C.U.P. did gain more power as a
result of the Incident, more than it had before the mutiny,
the Hamidian thesis does seem to be reasonable. Yet, it ex-
hibits a subjective angle, evalueting the mutiny by in retro-

spective, from today knowing the final resul of the event.



According to such euthors Turan, Albayrak, -the C.U.P.
decided to organize, and then suppress such a mutiny en suite,
plotting to bevome the sole power in the political and socisl
future of the couatry. The most important evidence supporting
their thesis is that the troops which instigated the rebellion
was the Fourth Light Cavalry Batallion from Macedonia, the
cradle of the C.U.P. Another point which is not so obvious a
proof of C.U.P, conspiracy, though there is a consensus about
it in the works mentioned above, is that just before the rebel.
lion some Unionist officers delivered a false edict of the
Sul tan sbout the introduction of a new, peaked cap for the
military. It was expected that such a cap would cause reace
tion among the soldiers and that they would rebel.

In spite of these proofs, however, obviously this ap-
prbach does lack common sense considering that the C.U.P.
faced great danger since it was almost swept awey from the po-
1itical arens during the mutiny. Moreover, several educated
young officers who formed the main body of the C.U.P. organiza
tion were killed by rebels.

3, Interventionist Thesis

2 . . Some of the authors who belong to the two views cited
sbove also think that foreign intervention played a most im-
portant role in the creation of the rebellion. Of the two,
the Hamidians oneﬁ. think that it was "international Zionism"
which secretly staged the play to get rid of Abdulhamid who
had refused to sell the 'promised land' to the Jews during
his reign. Accordingly, the Unionists were deceived by the



agents of Zionism such as Emanuel Karasu, and the Jews in re-
turn for "a tinplate of gold®, while Abdulhamid had rejected
millions in gold money. What théy stress in such claims is
the C.U.P.'s close relationship with Masonic lodges during
their first organizstional phase in Salonjica.

The bias ofi the "Hamidjan" view is obvious, and it is
necessary to mention thet their evidence is definefly inade~
quate, which primarily consists of 'unpublished secret reports

The other example of the censpiracy theory is put
forth, this time, by the opposite side claiming that the group
responsible for the rebellion was the constitutional opposi-

tion, that is, the Ahrar Firkesi (Liberal Party).6 This po~

litical party was founded by the Sabahaddin wing who caused
the first important rift within the Young Turk movement in

the 1902 Congress. At the time, the reason for the dispute had
been Sabahaddint's thesis advocating the necessity of foreign
intervention to bring liberty to the Empire, agesinst which

the Ahmed Riza wing had definitely opposed. Prince Sabahaddin
and his associates' view about the need of foreign interven=
tion lasted after the revolution, and even continued durign

the proceeding years under the roof of the Hilrriyet ve 1tilaf

Fairkssi,

The view stressing the importance of foreipn especial-
iy British intervention explaine the Incident of 31st{ March
a8 having originated from the Ahrar's pro-British attitude.
According to this explanation, the Ahrar was supposedly pro-
vided with money end other facilities by the British ambasea-
dor and agents in organizing the rebellion. Avecioglu notes

that the news supporting the rebels took place in the British



papers subsequent to the Incident, confirming the thesis ac-
cording to the author, 7

This approach which blames the Ahrar for treason snd
belping British imperislism i® no any different in essence
from the former 'snti-Zjionist! view. Thus, both contain the
same dosage of biased exaggeration. While cleiming that a
movement which occured at the social level is nothing but the
result of foreign intervention, these viewsdisregard the ime
'portance of social dynamics; but can hardly have the chance
to give a sound explanation to the event supported by ample

evidence.

4., The Thesis Viewing the Incident as Political

Opposition ©

The only balanced, scholarly approseh to_the Incident
of 31st March belongs to the approach viewing the Incident as
political opposition. Since an analysis based on it will be
given in the beginnings of the present study, here this ep--
preach will given only be briefly touched upon. |

In sum, i{ seems more likely that, in principle, it
was the democratic opposition which organjized against the C.~
U.P.'8 'despotism', that had planned and started the Incident
of 318t March. Under-the leadership of the Liberal Party
which can be defined more asa general front against the C.U.P.
than a political party, united the opposition,and channeled
the discontended to rebel against the government, It seems
that, at this stage, they especially made use of soldiers and

N.C.O.8. The rebellion which was, at first, conceived of as

a political demonstration, deteriorated into a social reaction



into light the patterns of traditional Ottoman rebellions.
Within the limits of the present study, a historical

introduction will be given summarizing the Young Turk movement,
and the events which occured until the Turkish revolution of
1908, preceded by a short description of the mutiny. Another
chapter will be assigned to the Ikdam collections to bring in-
to 1ight the social cheangas in daily 1ife which caused the
reaction of the traditional strata of society. The analysis of
the traditional strata will rely besicelly on the Volkan col-
lections representing their own views; and the news from other

dailies such as Ikdam, Tanin which give information the "re~

actionary movements". The conclusion, which is given before
the appendixes, will try to present a new outlook to the In=-
cident based on the social character of the event within his-

toricel context of the ongoing modernization process of the

Empire.
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II. THE INCIDENT OF 31st MARCH

Crowds flowing over the streets in the city, woke up
the inhabitants of Istanbul on the eerly morning of April 13,
1909 (31 March 1325). The Fourth Light Cavalry Batallions
which belonged to the First Army Corps had rioted after tying
up their officers at midnight, and began to move towards the
Parliament building.in the Ayasofya Square. Several green
flags appearded in the hands of armed soldiers when they sur-
rounded the building. |

Representatives of the rebels scattered in the city t
convince the other troops to join them. By dawn, the number
of the rebellioues soldiers, assembled in front of the Perlia-
ment building had resched serious proportions, They blocked
off the streets from the Gglata Bridge to the square, firing
into the air and shouting "Long live soldieryl", and "We want
Seriatim, People began to assemble in the square, to under-
stand what wae going on.

The possibility of nipping the revolt in the bud was
not lost yet L, When the Chief of the Police, Sami Paya in-
formed the Grand Vezir, Hiiseyin Hilmi Paga about the situa-
tion by a telegram, there were 8till many troops which did
not Join in the4hprising. Nevertheless, the hesitation of the

goyernment to take necessary measures for suppressing the re-
bellion gave enough time to the rebels to prepare more favor
able conditions for their further actions.

The Grand Vezir sent a telegram to the Palace and

"@sked for instructions about the precautions that were to be
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taken. Sul tan charged Mkhmed Ziyseddim Efendi, the Seyhiilislan

that is, Chief Mufti, with the task of parieying with the
mutineers, He came back from the Ayasofya Square with a 1ist
of their demands which were enumerated as below: e

l. The dismissal of Hiiseyin Hilmi Paga, the Grand Ve-
zir; Riza Paga, the Minister 9f war; and Ahmed Ri-
za Bey, the President of the Parljiament.

2. The removal of Hiiseyin Cahid Bey, the editor of
Tanin; Doctor Bahaeddin §akir Bey, the owner of
gura-yi Ummet; and Talt'at Bey, the Vice-President
of the Parlisment. :

3. The full implementation of the Seriat.
4. The dismissal of the mektepli officers.
5. A general amnesty for the mutineers, 3
- At noon, the Ayasofya Square stirred by the arrival of
the ulama and the medrese satudents in the company of soldiers
and some curious civilians, The square now became a "daisy
field» because of their white headgear.4 After the adhe rence
of the ulsma class, not only the legitimacy of. the mutiny ine
creased, also the self-confidence of the mutineers became
vieible. The majority of the representatives of the ulama
were dersiams (teachers of religious law in mosques), the
Sufi dervishes snd the softas of Istanbuly in other words,
slmost all of them belonged to the lower-ranking ulama.
Among them, there appeardd”"Dervig Vahdeti, the editor of
Volkan, a newspaper which promoted the ideas of the Associa-
tion for Mohammedan Union.(i.M.C.). The religious men were

going around the square giving advice to the soldiers, and

were treated with great respect from them.
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The leaders of the mutineers were Hamdi, an Albanian
serggant; Mehmed, the quartermaster; and Arif, an artifécer,
all belong to the Fourth Light Cavaelry Batallion.which had
been brought to Istanbul from Salonica as the "Guardians of
the cOnstitution".6 after the Young Turk revolution of:
1908. '
| Assembled in front of the Parliasment building, the
mutineers.waiting for the usual meeting of the Chamber of
Deputies, Ahmed Riza, the President of the Parliament, sent
his resignation which he wrote out in an obedient spirit., To
calm the temnsion down, the text of his resignation was pub=-
lished in the Istanbul newspapers. 8 Députies were invited
to the Parliament to examine the desirata of the soldiera.
However, having heard of the news, the majority of deputies
preferred not to gos thus, it was not possible to acquire an
absolute majority. The mutineers sent a representative, Hoca
Rhmed Rasim Efendi, the dersiam of the Beyazit Mosque, t0
utter their dewzude in the Parliament. Rasim Efendi who was
a lower-ranking ulsma, appeared before the deputies among
whom were several senior ulama, accompanied by armed soldi-
ers, he spoke for the rebels who rioted for the implementa-
tion of the Seriat.

The tension among the mutineers graduslly increased
reaching B climex as the wait for the decision of the Chemb=~
er lasted., In the afternoon, the crowd stirred one more time,
and a civilien wese killed in front of the eyes of deputies
who were wetching the scene. The man killed was the Deputy

of Ladhik;ya. Emin Arslan Bey. It was the resmmblance between

Hiiseyin Cahid and him that made the soldiers furious with
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anger. He was the first victim of the mutiny ofi3lst Marchsg
The second was Naszim Paya, the Minister of Justice, who was
killed by socldiers in the Ayasofya Square.

wWhile the discussjons jin the Parliament wexe going on,
Hiseyin Hilmi Paya's government decided to resign. When Abdul-
hamid accepted the resignation of the cabinet, there remained
no legal authority except himself. The Parlisment was not able
to make decisions having an insuificient number of deputies.
On the other hand, the new government could not be formed, as
hed been the case since the revolution, under the guidance of
the C.U.P. Almost all of the well-known members of the C.U.P.
fled away from the city. 10

Sending his Chief Secretary, Ali Cevat Bey, to the
mutineers, the Sultan promised them not only a full pardon
for their action, he also declared that more attention would
be paid for the implementation of the Seriat. At the end'of
his rescript which was read by Ali Cevat Bey, Abdulhamid sent
his greetings, and wanted the soldiers to go back to their
barracks., It seemed to have fulfilled all of their desirats,
and the mutineers spread out on the streets of the capital,
firing into the air, enjoying their victory.

Yor an estimate of the_destruction during the first day
of the Inciaent, the qacking of the two Young Turk newspapers,
nemely Tenin and $ura-y1 Ummet, by the soldiers should be taken
into account. On the streets of Istanbul, no noe appeared

wearing a felt-cap (kege kiilah) which was a symbol of the

Young Turk revolution. These were importent events indicat-
ing the vengefull direction of the mutiny esgeinst the Young

Turks.
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The performance: of the Tevfik Paga government which
was appointed by Abdulhamid was not effective, and the cab-
inet was far from having the power of suppressing the revolt.
As a result, it was Abdulhemid who regained his previous power
and control over social and politicel life., Ancother center
of power was that of the ulama who had a traditional influ-
ence upon society. As mentioned above, it was the lower-rank-
ing ulama who took part in the Inciden side by side with the
 leaders of the soldiers. The senior ulama, on the other hand,
avoided joining directly in the Incident of 31st March, and
asserted continuously moderate action to the mutineers. Yet,
they did take advantage of this opportunity which seemed a
good fortune in view of their gradually decreasing role in.
social life since the last centuzw.ll Through their publica-
tion, Beyan-iil Hak, the ulama now played 2n important role in
filling the authority gap together with Abdulhamid. On the oth-
er hand, the senjor ulama did continue to resist the despotic
inclinations of Abdulhamid Just like before. Thus, they could
be seen to have contained him from completely disregarding the
democratic principles of the Constdatution. The wary character
of Abdulhamid, of course, must have forced him to take into
account the Third Army of Salonica which was known for its
loyalty to the constitutional regime, therefore, he did not
venture to remove the Constitution as in 1877. As 8 matter of

fact, it was the Third Army that formed the main body of the

nOperstion Army" (Hareket Ordusu) which "recaptured" Istan-

bul eleven days after the mutiny broke out.12
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During the following days, the action of the mutine-
ers was8 directed towards the mektepli offjcers, and they kill-
ed several young officers. A8 a striking example, Ali Xabuli
§21’ 8 naval captain, wasa lynched in front of the Yildiz Pale
ece, and hanged him on a tree in the Palsce gardeh.

During their domination over the city, the rioting
soldiers and their allies proclasimed that women should live
in sccordance with the ‘principles of the Seria .13 This de-
mand seems to be a reaction against the situation just before
the mutiny when the Young Turk revolution had provided movre
freedom to women,

From the first days of the mutiny, telegrams from the
residents of Macedonian cities and the officers of the Third
(Salonicaﬂ and the Second (Bdirne) Armies protested the situ-
ation, and declared that they would not recognize the new
government. 14 Some of them even announced that they would
not mention the Sultan's name in the Friday prayers (EEEEE)
who had showed such a loyalty to despotism, and had not ful-
filled his promises which he had given Just after the revolu-
tion.

The Operation Army was formed by the Third Army based
mainly on volunteer@a from Salonica and Monastir, The Command-
er of this voiunteér army, Bahmud Sevket Paga was 8 mektepli
officer who was educated under German influence. The army was
prepared for the action in such a short time that on the

fourth day of the mutiny, it already began fortification in
Catalca, a villdge nearby Istanbul. |



16

The news about the Operstion Army had a shocking ef-
feet upon the capital, and made the Istanbul newspapers
Change their language about the mutiny.15 Until that time,
they had flattered the rebellious soldiers about their demands
concerning the anti-democratic attitudes of the C.U.P., and
the geriat which was considered as vital for the communal sol-
idarity of an Islamic society. However, most of the opposii”
tion elements against the C.U.P. who had gien their support
to the mutineers, now retreated gradually. The Chamber of
Deputies assembled in a building in Ayastefanos (Yegilkoy),
under the assurance of the Operation Army, and changed its

name to the""National Assembly" (Meclis-i Umumi-i Milli). The

couree of events now seemed to have reversed, and the C.U.P.
itself regained its credit as the advances of the Operation
Army continued.

In the capitel, the senior ulama, through Beyan-ul
Hak, and in person, going to their barracks, advised the 80l
diers not to resist the Operation Army. Being successful on
the soldiers, this propaganda helped the volunteers army
enter istenbul without being subject &o much resistance,
whereupon ¢t established controls in ¢he city in a short time.
Ma hrmud sevket'Pasal the Commander, proclaimed Martial Law on
April 25, 1909 to essure the public order and to punish the
reactionaries. By a declaration, he defined the aims of the
Operation Army, "to strengthen the 'legalt' constitutional
regime 80 that it would never be weakened again, and to pro-

tect the safety of: the fatherland and the national exist-

ence of Ottomans." 16
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Meanwhile, the Yi11diz Palace in which Abdulhamid 1ived
was surrounded by troope from the Operation Army. When the

fatwa, from Mustafa Nuri Efendi, the .fetva emini was obtasined

about the dethronement of Abdulhamid 17, it was put to a vote
in the Chamber. After its acceptance, a delegatibn which was
formed by four deputies (three of them were non-muslims, and
one of them was an Albanian) went to the Palace and preeented
the fatwa to the 8ultan. They also delivered the decision of
the nation, in fact, of the National Assémbly, about his com-
pulsory residence at Salonica. Another delegation including
Gazi Ahmed Muhtar Pasa, Tsl'’at Bey, Mustafa Asim Efendi went
to the Beylerbeyi Palace to inform Regat Efendi, the heir to
the throne, about the sitmation. The ceremony was held on
April 29, 1909, and Mehmed Regad came to the throne with the
name of Mehmed V, to emphasize the similarity between the
capture of Istanbul by Mebmed the Conquerer and the present
situsation.

A court-martial was convened to judge the defendants
for the Incident of 318t March, under the presidency of Gen-
eral Hurgit Pa#a}éﬁrrests were extended to the ulama and éven
Sabahaddin Bey who belonged to the QOttoman dynasty. A canm-
paign against the ulema broke out among the newspapers 80
much 80 that they spoke of the *seizure of the ulama' with-
out differentiating the reactionary ones from the others

whose interests lay with the constitutional regime, and,

therefore, were loyal to the Constitution during the Incident.
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The court-martial condemned to death several soldiers include
ing the three leaders of the rebellion whose names were ment-
ioned above, and two religious men. One of‘the two was Dervig
Vahdeti, the editor of Volkan, and the other was Lutfi from

Enderun, a member of the Association for Mohammedan Union.}9
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III. HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION : THE YOUNG TURK REVOLUTION

AND THE IMMEDIATE ORIGINS OF THE 31st MARCH
INCIDENT

To understand the 3%1st March Incident, it iBs neces-
sary to bear in mind the socisl and political conjucture of
the Ottoman Empire after the revolutibn of 1908 which facil~-
itated the ground for the rebellion. To begin on the eve of
the Young Turik revolytion which opened the second constitu-
tional era for the Empire can be a good starting point,
after shortly summarizing the libertian activitiea of the

Young Tﬁrka.l

A. The Young Turk Revolution

The Young Turk movement of a second genaration af-
ter the Young Ottomens, which was started by a handful of
medical students in 1889, ended in failure by the victory
over the Greeks 1897. This victory was evaluated to be a
great success of Abdulhamid, in other words, also of his
regime., Most of the oppogitionary people in Buropean capi-
tals came back to the Empire being appointed to the high
offiéial positions by Abdulhamid.® Of the few remaining,
Ahmed Rize and his sssociates persisted to stgy in Paris to
continue their opposition. The movement ceased activity
until 1899, the year in which Damed Meahmud Paga and his two
sons fled to Paris., Prince Sabahaddin, one of the most fam-

ous Young Turks, beczme the leader of Young Turks in the

First Congress of 1902 at the expence of dividing the moves.:
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However, as it will be seen, tﬁe bloodless revolu-

. tion of 1908 was not a success of neither Sabahaddin nor Ah-
med Riza and their associates. The revolution £Hr :the repro-
clamation of the Consitution was only successful in the hands
of the Macedonian Young Turks, most of whom belonged to the
Third (Salonica) Army corps.3

~ 1. Macedonian Secret Society : "Osmanli Hiirriyet Cemivyeti"

In 1906, a new organization was formed in Salonica,
later in the other cities of Macedonia, under the name of
Liberty of the Ottoman Empire. Most of the members were the
officers who realized the backwardness of the Empire more
explicitly becsuse of the specific features of Macedonia.

Being the most developed region of the Empire, Mac-
edonia had extraordinary charascteristics concerning land
tennure, social and political stratification, From the first
days of the Ottoman conquest of European lands, the policy
which was pursued by Ottoman Sultans on the region was to
give, to a great extent, autonomy to the local lords who
ghowed loyaslty to the Bmpire. HReligious tolersnce towards
- non.Muslims gave them the possibility to develop their own
editational facilities in accordance with their religion,
and even with various sects. As a result, the level of educa-
tion as well as the level of economic growth and commercial
activity of Macedonia were visibly superior compared to

that of Asien and African territories of the Ottoman Empire.
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The Russian demands on the Slavic peoples of the re-
gion together with the British and Austrian protective ap-
proaches towards various nationalities in Macedonia made the
province a den of intrigues., The ethnic groups who lived in
the region, included Bulgarians (900.000), Albanians (with
Turks, 1.500.000), Rums (that is, Ottoman Greeksj; 300.000),
wallachisns (100.000) and Serbians (100.000) who developed
their natdéonal consciousness, and began to struggle for in-
dependence since the beginnings of the nineteenth century.*
The utterly disorder in Macedonia caused it to become a pro-
vince which was governed under the assurance of the Great
Powers in 1903, A kind of gendarmerie was established, in-
cluding the British, Russian, Austrian,Italian and French
soldiers;c in other words, five European country except
Germany become respoﬁsible for assuring the public security
in Macedonia, of course, together with the Ottoman army.5

The Ottoman officers of the Third Army corps felt
8 kind of inferiority against the foreign soldiers, This
feeling was largely due to the miserable conditigna in the
Ottoman army in every acpect. For instance, the . equipment
wes insufficient either in number or in quality. The shabby-
ness of event the uniforms of the officers caused them feel
shime in the intergourse in foreign officers. Another reason
‘for thise kind of feeling was the frequent delays of salaries
which should have been psid once in three months, but ¢gd-ac-
ually poSponed to en indefinite date. Rebellions resulting

from the pay-day delays were regarded as ordinary events



22

" in Macedonia, in fact, all over the country.6 Thus, most of
the foréign observers supposed the revolﬁtion of 1908 to be
one of these pay-day rebellions. In addition, promotions in
the army ranks were also a bleeding wound for the Young
Turks becsuse they depended more on the degree of loyalty
of the candidate to the regime than merit.7 The abnormel
neurotic fears of Abdulhamid, it is said, from the potential
danger of soluiery caused him almost to disarm the amy and
ecpecially the navy.a

Another important factor which saused the offjicers to
change their attitude against Abdulhamid's despotic regime,
was the heroic activities of Balkan comitad jis who struggled -
for the independence of their fatherland. One can easily o
hotice in almost all of the Young Turks'! memoirs who hed
been in Macedonia at thet time, that they were deeply im-
pressed by the courageous sctivities of these patriots. They
note in their writings that those activities made them think
more seriously about the future of the Ottoman Empire and
undertake the mission of rescuing iie from seemingly inevit-
able decline.

A8 a fesult of all these factors,the Ottoman officers
founded a secret society in Salonjca to liberate the Ottoman
Empire frohﬁAb&ulﬁnnid's despotism (1906).. They saw the pro-
sperity of the Empire in the constitutional regime. Accord-
ing to them, the reactivizaiion of the Constitution of 1876
could easily solve all social, political and economic pro=-
blems which the Empire had to face. And it was Abdulhamid's

despotic regime which caused all abuses8 in administrative

- T
[ ? N B
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and Judicial fields within the state, and the dependency of
the Ottoman Empire upon the West in economic and diplomatic
affairs.g |

The young officers who formed the organization were,
in any caese, different from those who had escaped from Is=
tanbul to Paris and other capitals of Europe and began ope-
position to Abdulhamid though various publications. This
difference not only came from the social origins of the two
groups, but also sppeasred in tkeir approaches towards the
struggle against the existing regime. The intellectusls who
&fled from Ietanbul, or the "Parisians", 8o to speak, general-
ly concentrated theoretical discussions inspired from phil-
osophers of mostly minor importance of Europesn thought.lo

The first Ottoman Congress which was held in Paris
in 1902, crystallized two main currents among the Paris-
ians: one was represented by Ahmed Riza, and based on
"Positivism" of Auguste Comte; and the other by Prince Saba-
haddin, and "Science Sociale" of Edmond Demolins, The form-
er preferred a centralist administration based on nationale
ism; while the latter insjisted on addinistrative decentrali-
zation and private initiative in every field. Another major
difference between the two currents, related to those 8l=
ready mentioned, appeared in their views concerning foreign
jntervention to help. the struggle for liberty. This was the
point which would conwince the Macedonian Young Turks to
join with the centralist wing of the Parisian groups who

opposed intervention. Nevertheleses, this fusion which was
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realized in 1907, did not mean‘a atrict’ugity; Tather it
was a gathering of two different groups under the same roof
who submitted their energies to the same ideal: liberty to
save the state.

The-differencelbetween the Parisian and Macedonisn
Young Turks came also from their origins. The Macedonisn
group was made up of lower-ranking officers, officials and
some local merchants, in contrast with the Paris exiles who

11 The Macedonian

mostly belonged to the ruling elite.
Young Turks who managed to organize in the army were ready
for action instead of wasting time with unerding theoretical
discussion.12
The revolutidnary feature of the Macedonjian group
can be noticed in elso their organization which they model-

led on the *Carbonari system,’® 13

According to this system,
the organization enlarged itself by means of cells of four
or five members, They also made the use of FPreemasounic lodges
which could work uninterruptedly under even Abdulhamid's

tule for a long time. Being members of the mesonic lodges.
themselves, the Young Turks were able to meet without fear-
ing the spying network of Abdulhamid, According to one of

the Young Turks, Refik Bey, "the two Italianm lodges, ﬂMace-
donia Risorta" and‘"Labor et Lux", rendered the Young Turks

a real service and offered them e refugee.” 14

The relations between the masonic lodges and the
Young Turks have caused various speculatjions until the pre-

sent time. However, it seems apparent that the Young Turks
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regarded the Massonry as a tool to keeﬁ the secrecy of their
organization., In fact, they did attain this aim in view of
scarse number of "journals" given by the Sultan's spies on
the secret society itself.

The Young Turks found another ally in their struggle
sgainst despotism which was as interesting ae the Masonry:
the Bektashi dervishes. Being the most liberal and unorthodox
sect of Islam, the bektashi order developed a kind of nation-
al feeling which can be especially found in their literary -
writings. The Bektashi liberal and national point of view
provided the base for a collaboration between them and the

Young Turks.l?®

To investigate the machanisms which ensured
the collaboration between them may be a good topic for futrt-
her researchs nevertheless, it goes beyond the bounds of

present study.

2., Towards the Revolution

 Preparations for the solution of the Macedonian pro-
blem bylthe great Powers in 1908, resulted in accelarating
the activities of the Young Turks besides their immanent ac-
tivist characteristic.16 To keep .the province within the
Ottomen territories -an intention contrary to that of the
Great Powers- the Young Turks attempted to terrorize the
Palace and the government in Istanbul by some plots. First
of all, on May 14,1908, the C.U.P. gave a report to 8ll cone
sulates of the Great Powers ~except the Russian one- in

Salonica. In this report, the intervention of European 8ta-

tes in Macedonien affaires was bprotested, and it was stated
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that the only way for the prosperity of’Macedonia lay in the
abolition of the despotic regime. The Reval negotistions
which was held on June 9 end 10, between King Edward and
Tzar Nicola increased the enxiety of the ¥oung Turks about
the future of Macedonia. On June 3%, Resneli Niyazi, an Ad Ju
tant.major, took to the hills with his troops and sent a
telegram addressed to the name of Abdulhamid -a very unusual
event- demanding the reactivization of the Consiitution of
1876. Enver Bey, a captain and Eyyub Sabri Bey, also and ad-.
jutant-major followed him in the same demand. A series of
kidnappjings and assassinastions of some important officers
and officials who were known for their loyalty to the despot-
ic regime, took place throughout June, as part of the terror
policy of the C;U.P.¥7

The meeting in Ferzovitch which was held spontanesus~
1y by nearly 30.000 Albanians to protest Austrian imperial=-
ist policy, was converted to a protest againsat despotism
by a few Young Turks, Ferzovitch was a turning point for
Abdulhamid to make up his mind and declare the reactiviza4
tion of the Constitution (July 22,1908/10~11,1324).-8

The four-line imperiel rescript which officially
declared the reinstatement of the Constitution was printed
in Istanbul newspapers with no comment ou July 23,1908,
The people of Istanbul who had no information about the
happenings in Macedonia because of cencorship, were filled
with the feelings of confusion and hesitation.lg The re-
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script was even thought to be a new kind of trap that was
prepared to catch the people who opposed the existing regime.
Nevertheless, the hesjitation only lasted until the next morn-
ing. The press assigned the first pages to the declaration

of the Constitution expressing their gratitude to the Sultan.
‘The newspapers which claimed that the Jjoyful demomstrations
which had taken place immediately after the declaration might
be misleeding had there not been memoirs in which the witneseee
of the events wrote down their resl feelings and denied the
occurance of 1mmediate'celebrations.zo Such kinds of arrange
ed news were written down by the editors of the papers in
order to excite the people "appropriately" about such great

an occasion. Eventualyy, however, they saw the abundant fruits
of their effor to such extent that the general joy of the

public almost became a mesa hysteria celebrating the event.

3, The People in Ecstasy : The-Pulfilled Millenium

when the feelings of uncertainty and distrust were
over, and it becmame clear that the constitutional era was

opened irreversibly, the people, with delirjous jom, filled

2l

up the streets embracing and kissiung one another. One

of the witnesses of the time, Halide Edib deseribes the

gituation in her memoirs as such:
nThere was a sea of men and women all cockaded in

in red and white, flowing 1ike a vast human tide

from side to the other, The tradition of centuries
seemed to have lost its effecs. There was no such
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thingsa as sex or peréonal feeling. Men and women
in a common wave of enthusiasm moved on, radiate
ing some things extraordinary, laughing, weeping
in such intense emotion that human deficiency

and ugliness were for the time completely oblit=
etared,n 22

Processions which wes formed by the mob were flowing
over the streets continuously in inreasing in numbers. "L,ong
live the Constitution!", "Long live Padigshi" and "Down with
the spiesi" were the slogzns which were uttered all together.
Here and there persons who became spontaneous orators made
speeches concerning liberty, equality, fraternity and just=-
ice on a chair or in a carriesge. The excited mobs were rally-
ing to eaeh official building in oxder to make officials *
take an oath of allegiance to the new regime. The practice
was 80 much extended that everybody went in front of the
Sublime Porte and other Ministries in the same demand. Con-
fused with the course of events, in each case, the Ministers
came out and did whatever the mobs wanted. So was the police
who could not dare to interfere with the excesses of the
people.

There appeared a common belief that the existing
regime with its all oppression, coxruption was pulled dow¥n
and that a completely new one based on the freedom of
speech and thought, and free government was opened. A 8in-
cere fraternal feeling filled the hearts of all Ottoman cit-
izens. To express this feeling, Muslim people visited the
ATmenian Patriarch, the Orthodex Patriarch and even the

Bulgarian.Exarch.23 In the processious also, it was not
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a surprizing sight to see a Hﬁslim hodja and a Christian
priest earm in arm blessing the Constitution.

The people of Istanbul regarded the reamnouncement
of the Constitution as a benevolence of the Sultan for they
saw only his rescript on the newspapers. They went to the
Yiidiz Palace to demonstrate their love and loyalty to him.
Then, Abdulhamid made a short speech stating that hencefor=
ward all his subjects wolld be regarded and treated as
equels without discrimination.24

The name of the C.U.P., the secret society, neverthe-
less, which had the Constitution reinstated, becmme a sacred
word about which nothing was known. Everybody began to claim
being a member of the society. The secret character of the
C.U.P. caused much more troubles not only in the first days
of the revolution, but for a long time.25 On behalf of the
C.U.P., all attention was focused on the three Reroes of the
revolution: Niyazi, Euver and Eyyub Sabri Beys. Their names
were pronounced in such venerable a manner so that they
became the symbols of the revolution.

However, mos8t people did not change their opinion
on the belief that it was Abdulhamid who gave the Constitu=-
tion as 8 gift to his subjects whom he loved as a father.
The truth of the ﬁatter was that the reannouncement of the
Conetitution told most of the people nothing except a few
intellectuals. A conversstion between Dr.Riza Tevfik and

Kurdish porters of Istanbul can ciearly describe the sit.

uation:26
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“(A porter)~- Tell us what constitution means?

(R.Tevfik)-~ Constitution is such a great thing
that those who do not know it are don-
keys.

(Porters) -~ ¥We are donkeys.

(R.Tevfik}=~ Your fathers also did not know it.
Say that you are the sons of donkeys.

(Porters) -- We are the sons of donkeys."

The ignorance about the meaning of the Constitutional regime
caused lot8 of trouble in Istanbul and the provinces. For
instance, taxes could not be collected for a long time. .
The people thought that the Constitution gave them the free-
dom of changing governors ant other officials whom they did
not like, as they wished. Especially in Istanbul, amnesty
for political prisoners was extended, spontaneously, to a
general amnesty. Numeroys prisoners who had been sentenced
for murder, robbery and the 1ike filled up the city.27 As &
'result, an unrest was felt smong the people due to the lack
of public security in the city. The C.U.P. published two
declarations concerning that the people should get to their

28 Al though the C.U.P. proclaeimed

work on July 26 and 27.
the end of the demonstrations, they did not cease immediate=-

1y after its declaration indiceting the inefficacg of the

Committee in Istanbul.
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B. The Young'Turk Ers

1. Politicasl Happenings

a. .The Young Turks in Power,

Al though they menaged to kave the Constitution rein-
stated, the Young Turks avoided to be directly in power af-
ter the revolution. The re weie some reasons for this avoid-
ance, First of all, they were too young and the social
origins of the Young Turks were rather low. They realized
that Ottoman society would not have accepted their legitimacy
if the Young Turks had insisted on filling the high adwin.
istrativi posts such as Grand Vezirate, etc. In addition;
their weakness in terms of organization 2ll over the Empire
~except Macedonia~ prevented them to come to power direct-
1y.29 A8 a result, the first government which was formed
by Kiigiik Sait Paga did not include even one of the minister
who was a member of the Committee. So did the Kimil Pasga
cabinet. Instead, the Committee remained behind the curtain
gibing instruetions to the government, and continued ite
secretive characteristic. Now the political power was shared
by three sources, the first two being traditional and the
last one etirely new: the Palace, the Sublime Porte, and
the C.U.P.30

vormed at the beginning of the August by great ex-
pectations, the Kémil Paga eabinet suppiied a” program which
deew attention to ell fundamental problems of the Empire,

and hope to solve all of them. In administrative, legal,

finaneial and diplematic fields, reforms would take
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place in order to transform the Empire into a modern cent-
- ralist state. The military obligation were extended over
8ll the communities within the Empire in accordance with the
principle of equelity. The program was alle-embracing and
comprehensive so that no problem remained without seeking a
solution.for :l.t.31

The events which ul timately developed towards the
rebellion first appeared.in the struggle for power between
the C.U.P. and Ki8mil Pa$a.32 After the augmentatibn of the |
Assembly on December 17, the Pdlace lost its vitality in
the belance of power., The contemptous feeling of K&mil Pasa
against the C.U.P., assuming that it did not have real power,

made him disregard the C.U.P.'®s advice. His "irrespectful™®

manners caused a serious crisis especially in the case when
he arbitrarily changed the Ministers of Wgr and Navy with-

out informing the C.U.P.(November 30,1988).

The C.U.P., from the beginning, did not trust Ké-
milﬂPasa too much, mainly because of his bias towards the
Liberal Party throughout the elections which were held from
the end of November to the beginning of December on two
levels. However, it had to put up with him as 3he Grend Ve
zir for his popularity among the foreigners, especislly

British,
The<Liberal Party (Osmenli Ahrar Firkasi) which was

formed immediately after the errival of Prince Sabaheddin
on September 14, 1908, represented the discrepancy be tween
the Young Turks which have already been mentioned. The C.U.P.

which succeeded the revolution was not a conitinuity of the
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wovement which had been carriéd out for years by the exiles
in the foreign capitals. The first sign of the fact was the
C.U.Ps's rejection of Mehmed Murad Bey's (that is, Mizanca
Murad) suggestion which he published 1ﬁ his Mizan(July 30,
1908). Murad stated in his open letter to the c.ﬁ.P. that

he was ready to carry out the duty from where he left by his
resignation from the Committee in 1897. Unfortunately, it
was too late, and the C.y,P. declared in the papers that Mu-
rad Bey would not be recognized as a member of the COmmittee;
and that it did not permit him to act in the name*of the

CoU.Pu2°

b. The Formation of the Opposition.

The case of Murad Bey was an alarm for the Parisiesn
Young Turks who realized that the new regime was not set up
by the officers for bringing them to power. Therefore, the
-spirit of fraternity which brought together-all of the Young
marks after the revolution, ceased in a short time; and pre-
parations started for an opposition party. It was the Ahrar
(Livberals) which was formed as a continuation of the decent-
ralist wiﬁg of the pParisians, led by Prince Sabahaddin.34
All of the founders were famous sssociates of Prince Sabahad-

din: Ahmed Fazli, Mahir Sait, Celaleddin Arif and Nureddin

Ferruh Be 8-35

The challeunge sgainst the centralist-nationalist
policy of the C.U.P. by the newly formed Liberal Party was
apparent. A deepening struggle between the two parfies in-

creased the political tension more and more. Tpe Liberals



wanted the C.U.P. not to interfere with the performances of
govermment and to begome a parliamentary body leaving see-
recy. On the other hand, the C.U.P. accused the Liberals of
injuring social solidarity by settling enmity smong people.36

The crisis reached its peak by the fall of the K&-
mil Paga govemment on Februasry 13%,1909. However, the existe
ence of armed soldiers in the corridors of the Assembly dur-
ing discussions about the performance of the cabinet, made
the opposition believe the illegitimacy of the decision about
the K8mil Pa§a cabinet. This view cen be found in the arti~ |
cles pf the opposition’ papers written on the Hiiseyin Hilmi
Paga government which was formed on February 17.

The political discussions penetrated even amongithe
young officers some of whom took an active part in the fall
of X&8mil Paga. There were others who inclined to the Liberal
Party and protested the events., Eventually, a commoun polit.

j¢al unrest made its headway all over Ottoman society.

2. The External Crisis

The external crisis which occured in October 1908,
also deserves sttention before explaining the social griev-
ances that were involved in the Incident. It too had en

jmpact in social life in terms~of arousing a nascent nation-

alistic outery among the people, indicating that the C.u.p.

ideas of nationalism were taking root.
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On October 5, Auatria declared-her annexation of

Boesnia aund Herzegovina. Following the example of the Aust-
rien Emperor, Prince Ferdinand sent a telegram to Abdulha=
mid proclaiming himself as King. Bulgaria had been a princ-
ipality dependent on the Ottoman Empire since the Russo-Turk-
ish war of 1877. However, this dependency was only on papers
de facto Bulgaris was a national state. Since the beginning
of the nineteenth century, a new status had been devised for
some territories within the Empire which were called "polit-

jcal soveretgnties" (h@kimiyet-i siyasiye). This was the

case for either Bulgaria, and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Nevertheless, the events caused such an intense anger
amonget the people that the meetings against those aggress-
ive acts followed one after another. The papers were full of
jnciting articles on the matter.37 Kimil Paga, the Grand
Vezir, asked the Minister of wWar, Ali Riza Paga, whether
it was possible to go to war against Austria and Bulgariae.
The answeT was negative because of the apparent weakness of g
the Ottoman ermy.

The boycott against Austrian goods which was led by
Tenin indicated the enthusiastic nationalism which enchan&s
ed the people. Since it was produced by Austrian factories,
ggg.'a:onetime symbol of Ottoman westernization, now taken
out of use and replaced with the Enveriye, or fur cap.38
By arousing a rather exagge ra ted national spirit, the ex-
tetnal crisis was of importance because it facilitated

the grounds for the nationalist poliey of the C.U.P, in

the following years. The officiel result of the crisis was



the recognition of the ned status in both cases, and, in re-
tum taking & certain amount of compensation for the losa

to the Empire.
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IV. DAILY LIFE IN TRANSFORMATION: IKDAM

The aim of this chapter is to discuss the radical
changes reflected in the dajily life of the city which seems
to have been noticeable just after the revolution of 1908;
it was alsq these changes that instigated the reaction of
the traditional strata., The collections of Ikdam which was
one of the oldest papers of the Ottoman press, is able to
grasp the social changes within the flow of daily life, to-
‘wards which the traditional groups directed their reaction
during the 31st March mutiny. Thus, the traditional strata
which had not westernized like State bureaucracy, remained
exluded from western-style institutione and affairs can be
read in between the lines of lkdam. The data is a good source
to understand one of the dimensions of the mechanism of re-

action which would lead to the rebellion.t

- A, Recreational Activities

The changing sound mentality toward recreation shows
ifaélf in every issues of Ikdam which includes various advert-
isement about activities such as concerts, conferences, balls,
theater performances, games in excursion spois as well as
the traditional (recreational) amusements such as Karagbz,
Ortaoyunu and ince saz. Interesting aspect of these activities
is that almoét all of them were organized for the benefit of
nfane-i Milliye" ('National Fund'),
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1., National Fund

This fund was formed to buy two cruisers which would
be named 'Niyazi' and 'Enver', two heroes of the revolution.
The initiative came from Hiiseyin Cahit, the editor of Tanin.
He eiplaina the reasons for the campaign as such:

"Niyazi and Eaver's valuable efforts to obtain
freedom, their patriotism and devotion confirm

the merit for the never-ending gratitude of

nation,"

(Tanin, 24 July, 1324)

Therefore, a decision was taken to show the gratitude of na-
tion by giving their namis to the cruisers which would be
bought by the donations of people.

Various institutions and unions organized recreat-
ional activities for the benefit of the National Fund, Indi-
viduals who wanted to share the national feeling contributed
to the Fund, For example, it is interesting that the cobblers
left 22.000 piasters which the Municipality owed them, to the
National Fund (10 Sept., 1908)! Another instance is the dona-
tion of 1716 piasters given by the inhabitants of Uskiidar,
Selimiye and Harem. The practice was 80 much extended that
even some unions and individuals ' from abroad participated
in the campaign. Goltz Pasha sent, for éxample, D.M. 300
(9.Sept. 1308), while the Allience Isralité of Paris sent
FF 2000 and Jewish Charitable Socliety of Berlin FF 2500 (1.
9,1908), On behalf of the president of France, M, Faliye(~?),
the French Ambassador gave FF 10,.000; and Frenchmen living

in Istanbul began to collect money for the Fund (1.9,1908)
and Italians followed them (9.9.,1908). Mme Catherine, a
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German, left 15 Ottoman Liras of the money which she would
get from the Customs Administration (30.8.1908). Finally,
the special group formed by the C.U.P. to collect money for
the fund should also be mentioned (17.8.1908), This was a
precaution against swindlers.

However, the cruisers were never bought. A succession -
of fires which erupted in most quarters of Istanbul through-
out August, forced the Fund Commission to change their aim
and use the money for aiding the victims of fire.

Nevertheless, the situation proves the extent of na-
tional feeling. The foreign contributions reassured the pub-
lic in their hope for Europe's supportive attitude toward
the Ottoman Empire after the reannouncement of the Constitu-
tion., Probable supporf of Europe excited people so much that
the populace of Istanbul welcomed Sir Gerard ILowther, the
British Ambassador, in an exceedingly cheerful manner (Tanin,
25 July, 1324).

These two contradictory attitudes, that is, the search
.for-the European support and the powerful nationalist orient-
ation, actually present a coherent character which reflected
in the boycott against Austrian goods. The boycott was in-
itiated again by Tanin an independent paper, which was how=
ever serving as the promoter of C.U.P.'s ideas., The paper
now aimed at exciting the people and giving them national
conaciousness.2

In sum, the National Fund as well as the boycott
against Austrian goods indicated an entirely new formation.
The common factor between these two attitudes it their in-

spiration from nationaliem which had been unprecedented
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within the politics of the Empire until 1908, However, the
nationalist ideology caused a reaction among not only tra-
ditional strata within society, but also pro-westernization
groups like the Ahrar advocating Ottomanism and decentralizQ
ation. For the latter, the nationalist ideology would only
accelarate the separatist currenta‘among the minorities; in
other words, it meant an adventure which would end in the
disintegration of the Empire, The reaction of traditional
strata against nationalism originated from their concern
about the elimination of religion as the solidifying factor
and its replacement with an alien ideology.

There were other donation campaigns as well, Never-
theless, since most of them were set up by women's organiz-
ations which were formed after the announcement ¢f the Con-

stitution, they will be considered separately.
2, Activities of the National Fund

a, Conferencesg,

- Conferences functioned not only as courses for the
education of democracy during the second constitutional peri-
od; they also extended to all aspects all life, For instance,
Selim Sarri Bey explained the principles of body training
at Tepebagi Parkl(22.9.1908). The journalist of Terceman-i

Hakikat, Hiiseyin K8zim Bey's conference at Sevki Efendi
Theater consisted of such topics as "The Constitutional Re-
gime", "Freedom", "why can not we still think about elect-
ions?", "How should we analyze the present problem?", "What
is the boycott about?" (24.10.1908). Another interesting

conference was held at Mihirdar Park, Kadikdy, in honor of
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the union of various nationalities (i.e., minorities) of
Ottoman Bmpire by the Adjutant Major Ihsan Bey (

The content of the conference consisted of '"the way-of our
youth at learning age", "to love and be loved", "my advices
to my son", "the child." (Tanin, 8.8,1908), The conference
was 80 successful that a joint stock company which would fi-
nance a school for the children of various minorities was
upon. (Tanin, 13.8.,1908). Riza Tevfik's speech in Spanish

at the School of Alliance Israilité of Salonica deserves at-
tention (10.9,1908), Selim Sarri and Riza Tevfik repeated '
their subjects "Body Train ing and Sports" on 15.9.1908; the
Ottoman Jewish Fraternity Union organized a conference to ex-
plain the aims and objects of the union (9,10.1908), One of
the minority groups in the BEmpire, the Armenians left the
revenue of their Liberal Union's conference to the needy
 students of Kadikdy Armenian Lyced (29.9.1908). Prince Saba-
hadain's conferences on 15 Sept. at Beyoglu Variety Theater
and 18 Sept. at Bebek Park have significance indicating the
formation of the opposition to the C.U.P, itself through such

conferences,
b. goncerts.

Concerts held aftef the reannouncement of the consti-
tution are definitly different from what we understand as a
concert today. Firsf, they were earried out by military bands
of various troops, so that they played marches and the like,
Second, these concerts functioned to stirengthen the natiohal
feeling, and to celebrate freedom and liberty just obtained

through the constitution. Nevertheless, not only Turks in
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the BEmpire, but also minorities organized concerts, For in-
stance, by the initiative of the inhabitants of Tatavla,
mestly Greeks, a concert was organized with the participat-
ion of the military band at Acropolis Park, Tatavlia (16.9.
1908). The students of Haydarpasa Military Medicine School,
performed at their school for the benefit of the National
Fund (23.8.1908), The band of Ertugrul Imperial Steamer play-
ed the marches "Young Turk" and "Patherland" for the same
fund (14.8.1908). A concert for women only was held at Kadi-
kby Aleksi Park for the benefit of the victims of fire (1.9.
1908). During the reward ceremonies at Giilgen Maarif Mektebi,
the Big Band of the Imperial Arsenal 6f the Artillery played
marches (4,9,1908)., Varna Music Association'’s concert was
held at Tepebagi Park under the conduct of Monsieur Frank
(9.9.,1908). Some of the concerts also played alla turca music,

as well as military bands (e.g., Haydarpagsa Miltary Medicine
School concert on 31.8,1908).

¢. -Balls and Movie Shows.

Balls and cinematographe were the most powerful indi-
cator of the changing daily life with regard to their unpre-
cedence befor the revolution. Nevertheless, balls seem to
have been common postly among the forigners and minorities.
For example, a ball was organized at fhe Opera Society (Soci-
eta Operia) to which the Italians living in Istanbul attended
(25.8,1908). For the grand ball organized at the Jacome Hotel
on Prinkipo, the paper informed that a steamer was assigned

for the guests (27.8.1908). Another interesting instance
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event worth noticing was held on 6.9.1908 at the house of
M. Aleksandr Ralink (-?), This ball was organized for the
benefit partly of the C.U.P. to show their gratitude and
partly of the Yalova (?- : ¢ ) Hotel at FenerbahGe,

Balls organized by Qttomans present an interesting
and different recreational mentality which were accompanied
with bands playing gggi; music (ince saz). For instance, at
the ball, organized by the Ottoman inhabitants of Maltepe
Kariye on 22.8,1908, it was decided to invite a fasil group
consisting of famous Ottoman singers and players, At the end
of the advertisement, all men of futuwa were invited, Another

'‘alla turca' ball was held at (engelkbyii, Tarlabagi for the

benefit of the Enver and Niyazi cruisers at which the lmperi-
al Artillery Band participated. The price of tickets was five
plasters (21.8,1908).

Movie show advertisements informed that "perfect cine-
matograph films arrived at the Beyoglu Variety Theater to be
shown evry night" (15.8.1908). An adjutant major, Mehmed lhsan
Bey-and a lawyer Sald Bey gave speeches after the movie show
at Kadikoy Xugdili Theater for the benefit of exiles of Ab-
dﬁlhamid who could not go back their home for the lack of
money (15.9.1908), |

d. Countryside ¥easta,

Since the reannouncement of the Constitution fell on
summer, amusing races at sea and in the countryside as well
as wrestling matches, gymnastic shows, etc,, and traditional
countryside amusements were commonly held to celebrate the

event at well-known excursion spots of Istanbul. An example
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of the traditional amusements in the countryside is the Orta-
oyunu performance at Ciftehavuzlar by Hamdi Efendi accom-
panied by Mesudiye Band for the benefit of exiles (25.8.1908).
At Beylerbeyi, boat races and greasy-pillai games (yagli di--
rek) were held in the afternoon; and an ortaoyunu was per-
formed next to the concerts of the band of ErtuZrul Imperial
Steamer and a fasil group at night (30,.8,1908), The officials
of Customs Administration organized a countryside feast at
Beykoz Pasture (Cayiri) (19.8.1908). Under the protection

of Egyption Prince Aziz Pasha, a boat race was organized at |
Moda with the participation of Prinkipe, Aya Stefanos and
Kadik8y Yatch Clubs (4.9.1908). ¥or the benefit of the Nation-
al Fund, bycyle races were organized at Fenerbah¢e undar the
protection of the Tenth Municipality (5.9.1908). Wrestling
games were organized under the surveillance of Izmid Educa-
tional Administration for the benefit of Izmid primary schools
(15,9.1908). The famous Turkish wrestlers Ko¢ Mehmed and his
companinons who had won championship on the European rings
competed with each other at Biiyikkasaba (18,9.1908) for the

victims of Cirgar fire.
e. Theater.

Theater functioned as a school for political sociale
ization which basically taught national consciousness during
the second constitutional period, In fact, even from the time
of Young Ottomans, theater had had a similar identidy. So . -
that, from the first days of the revolution of 1908, the na=-
tionalist plays of Namik Kemal, Semseddin Sami and others

were stagéed at once, These plays were performed by profesa’
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sionals such as Menak (or Menakyan) Efendi, Benliyan Efendi,
Abdulrezzak Efendi, Sevki Efendi, Komik Hasan Efendi, etc,
as well as amateurs who were mostly students from the mili-
tary schools and were dedicated themselves to the constitu-
tionalist regime.

The plays oft-performed were:

"Fazilet Maglub Qlur mu?" ('Can Virtue be Defeated?'):

The play was performed by the Nenak Efendi Theater under the
organization of the Biiyiikdere Youth Club at Biiyilkkdere Fran-
cesco Theater for the benefit of the National Fund (21.8.
1308). Another performance was carried out by the same troupe
at Kadikdy Zambaoglu Open-air Theater on the behalf of the
exiles (29.8,1908),

®Vatan (yahud) Silistre" ('Fatherland (or) Silistria'):

The play Vatan was of special significance for the Young
Turks, written by Namik Kemal, a name identical with the
"warrior of Freedom" and had great respect among revolution-
ary circles. Almost all of the performances of the play were
carried out by amateur groups; and it deserves the quality
of being the most-performed play during the four months af-
ter the revolution. The first performance was held at the
Naval Officiers' Academy on Halki (Heybeli) Island to which
all non-muslim inhabitants of the island were invited, and
had great success (17.8,1908), Another performance was or-
ganized by Tanin at Tepebagi Open-air Theater for the bene-
fit of the Nationmal Fund (21.8,1908). Second performance of
the play by the students of Naval Officers' Academy with the
participation of Ertugrul Imperial Steamer's band was carried

out (31.8,1908). For the victims of Girgir fire, under the
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protection of Naticral Youth Club of Sariyer, Bilyiikdere and
Yenimahalle, Vatan was staged at Tepebagi Open-air Theater

by an amateur troupe (2.9,1908)., Another amateur group per-
formed the play at Kadikdy Zambaoglu Théater (3.9.1908).
Following the coﬁcert of military band, Vatan was performed
by the students of the Military Lyced of Qengelkdy (3.9,1908).
Students of The Kuleli Military Lyced also performed it at
Tophane Training Square (4.,9.1908). The performance of the

Amateurs Union (Heveskaran Cemiyeti) was followed by the con-

cert of students of the Military Academy at the square of thé
Ministry of war for the benefit of victims of Cargar fire
(6.9.1908). Under Prince Sabahaddin's presidency, at Emirgén
National Park, amateurs performed Vatan by the organization
of Emirg8n-Boyacikdy C.,U.P. for the benefit of victims of
fire (8.9.1908).

"Akif Bey", by Namik Kemal: During the graduation
ceremonies of Rehber-i Tahsil Mektebi (School of Guide for

Education)?~ , located in Kii¢iikkavgacilar, the Ottoman Theat-
er Troupe performed "Akif Bey" at night for the benefit of
National Fund (9.9.1908), By the Union of Kadikdy Youth, the
play was again performed this time at Zambaoglu Open-air
Theater (11.9.1908). An advertisement published on 14.10.
1908, informs that Namik Kemal's play of seven acts will be
staged at Tepebasi Municipal Theater in Pera by the Union of
Amateurs,

Another play of Namik Kemal, "Giilnihal" was performed
by the students of the Artillary and Engineering Academy

together with a comedy of one act, namely "Sevgili Uastad";

and the recitator of Teviik Fikret's famous poem entitled
nSig" (*Mist') and "Riicu" ('Return') (15.9.1908).
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"Gazi Osman" was staged by Egref Mustafa Efendi and

- his companions who were the students of Rolling-mill Factory

(Haddehane Fabrikasi) (24.8,1908)., For the benefit of victims

of the (ir¢ir fire and of the National Fund, "Gazi Osman®

was reperformed by the students of Engineering School at the
Tophane Training Square and Kadikdy Zambaoglu Theater (14.9.
1908).

Semseddin Sami's "Besa (yahud) Ahde Vefa" ('Loyalty

to the Oath')3 was also staged various times mostly by the
Menak Efendi Troupe. While the play was on the papers note
that the people became excited and shouted "Long live the
Armyl", "Long live Fatherland" (16.8,1908). |

Plays were written in a few days to meat the demands

for the revolutionary atmosphere, Of them "Nasil 0ldu?" (How

Did the Revolution Happen?) was written by K&zim Bey from

the Third Army Corps, and performed by the Union of Amateurs
at Tepebagi Theater (3.10.1908). It was reperformed at Sehza-
debagiy Amateurs' Stage Theater beside "Zor Nik&h" (Ahmed
Vefik Pasha, 1869) for the educational needs of children in
Istanbuls schools (6.10.1308). Menakyan Efendi staged a play
entitled "Kor Cizal"(?) for the benefit of National Fund and
the victims of Qirgir fire at Zambaoglu Open-air Theater
(4.9.1908). Tahsin Nahit Bey wrote a play of five acts namely

nJon Tiirkler" ('Young Turks') which was staged at once by

‘again Menak Efendi at Vezneciler Theater (11.10.1908). The
profit of an Ottoman author's historical play "Pano", written
in French, performed by amateur actors was left to the C.U.P.
(9.9.1908), "Tahammiil" ('Long Perseverence Suffering'), in-
troduced as a 'mational play' was staged by Sevki Efendi
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Theater at Vezneciler (4.10.1908), In the same theater,
"Hiurriyet Neticesi" ('The Outcome of Liberty') was performed;

in the mean time, Menak Efendi did not waste time and staged
nOsmanly Kahramanlara® ('Ottoman Heroces') (14,10,1908). The

Ottoman National Theater Troupe who consisted of amateurs,

performed "Sabah-1 Hiirriyet" ('The Morning of Liberty') (15.
10.1908 ; and 24,10,1908), Menak Efendi staged "Zeybekler"
at Direklerarasi, Sehzadebagi (19.10.1908). A play of three
acts, "Plevne" written by Nuri Bey, was staged in French at
Tepebagl Theater (1.10,1908). Komik Hasan Efendi staged “zgil
Ahbab Qavuglar" (Two Chums') * at Sehzadebagsi on behalf of

the victims of Gargir fire (21.9.1908).

£, Traditional Ottoman Entertainment.

Traditional performing acts such as Ortaoyunu, ince

saz and Karagbz entertained the Ottomans for centuries. The
pewspapers also reflect the existence of the traditional
Ottoman amusements. However, 1t is noteworthy that they were
much less in number umpared to the excess of western-style
ones., Hevertheless, it is not clear whether the traditional
type of amusing activities were really seldom; or Jjust that
they need not to have been advertised in newspapers. At any
rate, however, only a few advertisements informing them can
be observed.

One of the traditional Ottoman entertaintments is
the ortaoyunu :performed for women by Komik Hamdi Efendi
at Kurugesme, Maltepe for the benefit of National Pund (22,
8.1908), At Kugdili Theater, an ortaoynu performance was
realized by Komik Hasan Efendi under the protection of the
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"As of tomorrow the famous deer4 who had Jjoin-
ed Niyazi Bey's guerilla group will be exhi-
bited at the first flat of LetAfet Building
opposite the First Municipality Administra-
tion, Direklerarasi; for women from 5 to 10
a.m,, and for men after 10, for the benefit
of the victims of fire and of the educational
ingtitutions of Resnel!"

(3.10.1908)

B. Changing Daily Life

1l. Changing Position of Wemen

For the first time, women began to participafe in
social and political life as soon as the proclamation of
freedom, On the next day of the imperial rescript informing
the reannouncement of the Constitution, and during the cel-
ebrations of liberty held in front of the Sublime Porte, a
woman gave a speech., She finished her words, "in fact, our
Padigah had wantéd the prosperity of the nation, Thank to
God, he gave us liberty. Long live Padigah, long live lib-
erty!" (Ikdam, 13.7,1908), Ikdam describes the woman as suchs
"Thé.zealous lady was the representative of the Ottomans'
conscience," Again Ikdam informs a speech by Fatima Aliyye,
"the virtous literary woman" (16,9.1908). The copy of the
speech was published in full. Following the declaration of
freedom, women began to write in newspapers and magazines,
In this respect, Tanin presehts a more modernist approach
represented by the various articles of Fatma Aliyye, Halide
Salih (Edib) and Nigir Miinir, Halide Edib tells in her mem-

oirs how she began to write in Tanin:5
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"In the general enthusiasm and rebirth I became
a writer (...) To me, at the time of which I
speak, it was flattering to collaborate with
the famous writers of the day; I was entirely
unknown and was just at the begining of my
career as a writer (...) Among the progressive
thoughts which "Tanine" aavocated and which
aroused the bitterst opposition was that of
emancipation of woman, The very mention of
giving her an equal chance in education and
of elavating her social status enraged the
conservatives, (...) I had become a very busy
Journalist and writer in three months., I re-
ceived a great many letters on widely varied
subjects, Beside these letters I received
visits from a great many women belonging to
different classes who came to me their per-
sonal troubles and asked edvice,"

Women sent letters to papers about problems of woman,
for example, the letter of Fatma Sabjha Hanaim from Bostanci
entitled "Education of woman" (1.9,1908), There appeared
numerous women's organizations which organized wvarious activ-
ities for maintaining the constitutional regime, They collect-
ed money to help the exiles, victims of fire, families of
the martyrs of the despotic regime, Women went to newspaper
administrations to inform the puplic of their charitable s0-
cieties, For example, Sabiha, Bedia, Mediha Hanims visited
Ikdam to declare they founded a society for the Ottoman ex-

iles {22.8.1908), Osmanli Kadinlari Cemiyet-i Ittihadiyesi

(The United Society of Ottoman women) organized a mevlid
meeting at the holy Yeni Cami for the spirits of martyrs of
freedom (12.9.1908). Another mevlid was held at the holy
Sehzade Camii, organized by Ittihad ve Terakkj Cemiyeti Kadi-

koyii Heyet-i Merkeziye-i Nisaiyyesi (C.U.P. Kadikdy Women

Assembly) (14.9.1908)., A women organization, namely Selanik

Tahsil Gormiis Kadinlar Cemiveti (The Union of Educated Women

of Salonica)}, changed their colors to red and white, because
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their previous colers blue and white did not correspond to
national colors (12.9.1908). At a meeting held by United
Society of Ottoman Women, Fehime Hanim made a speech to mo-
tivate these present to make donations for victims of fire;
and 2500 piastres were collected at once (27.8.1908), Kadi-
kOy Women's Organization formed a representative'groupe to
visit sultan the women of the Ottoman royal family and the
family of the Khidiv of Egypt who spent summers in Istanbul,
The group first visited Hatice, Fatma, Naima and Zekiye Sul-
tans, then, went to the palace of Khidiv; and got a great
deal money {22.8.1908), The wife of Dr. Rafet Husameddin
Pasha gave 600 Ottoman liras which she collected from the
women of Goztepe (21,8.1908). An organization was formed un-

der the name of Ta'lim-i Nisvan-1 Osmaniye (Education of Ot~

toman Women), and Fehime Sultan, the daughter of Sulten Murad
was elected the president (12.10.1908). Thus, the status of
women began to change 80 swiftly that the reaction appeared
at once demanding that they should to in their traditional

place.6

2. Boycott Against Austrian Goods and Demonstrations

Related to Bosnia-Herzegovina

The annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria irri-
tated people 80 much so that demonstrations against the Aust-
rian goverment were started, and influenced all over the
country. For instance, it was informed that a mob consisting
of Turks, Rums and Englishmen protested Austria holding a -
demonstration in Dedeaga¢ (16.10.1908). On the same day, the
people of Tekirdag both from villages and towns demonsirated
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against Austria before the British Consulate., A general meet-
ing to proset the Austrian and Bulgarian goverments and to
show the national gratitude to the Great Powers was held at
Sultanahmed Square (14,10.1908), The first demonstration was
started by people of Unkapani, Fatih, Kiigiikkmustafapaga going
to the British Ambassy to thank the British goverment, On the
same night another group consisted of the Rums, Armenians -
and Muslims also went to the British Ambassy (7.10,1908),
Following these examples, demonstrations were continued the
next day in a similar way. The mob went to the embassies of
France, Russia and Great Britain, then, they gathered in
front of the building of Ministry of war, declaring that
they trusted the goverment's decissions (8.10.1908),
Nevertheless, some incidents shaded the common na-
tional feeling. For instance, it was noticed that the popu~
lar white fezs now worn in protest instead of the tradia-
tional red fezs commonly made in Austria, symbolizing the
hatred toward that country, were in fact manufactured in
Austria as well. (14.10,1908), A certain Ko¢u of Karaman in
the mob protested the event in front of the Serbian Embassy
triea to persuade the crowd to empty the Galatasaray Prison,
but he failed (9.10.1908). The Rum attacks on Bulgarian citi-
zens of tne Emplire in Samatya, was another example which com-
pelled the Bulgarians to close their shops (13,10,1908). It
is understood that some rumours about the probable attacks
of Muslims to the non-Muslims were so common that warning

denying those rumours were published (14.10,1908),
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3. Strikes

Following the revolution,some interesting events ocC-
cured because of the various understanding of 'freedom' in-
spired from the Constitution., Some considered it, 'the free-
dom of not going to work', so that the C,U,P. had to publish
two communications on August 7 and 10, 1908 to persuade people
to go back to their work. In the course of time, this atti-
tude was replaced with common strikes against which nothing
could be done, due to the lack of any specific regulations
on strikes. Nevertheless, one was hastily prepared and admit-
ted on Oct.6, 1908 to prevent the strikes which atrophied
the economy,

Strikes were started by the typesetters of all French
papers, except Le Moniteur Orientale (18,8,1908). Porters of
Istanbul harbor striked on 20,8,1908, Coal transportation !
laborers followed them, demanding an increase in their wages
(22.8.1908), Employees of bakers joined in the strike waves
complaining about their low wages,and got what they demanded
(23;8.1908). workers of the train factory ($imendifer fabri-
kas1) near the Customs Administration at Sirkeci Station,
striked for higher wages, however, they began to work when
- they obtained a promise from the company (24.8,1908). Labor-
ers of the Haydarpaga Station applied to the director with
the demand of equal wéges and declared that otherwise they
would strike (28.8.1908). When bakers of Beyoglu, Taksim,
Bogazkesen, etc. tried to stop cooking bread, people attacked
their shops and beat the bakers so that the municipal police
forced the bakers cook bread and distribute them to the pub=-
lic (28.8.1908),
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In the mean time, strikes became common all over the
countiry, For instance, clerks and other employeps of the Ay-
din Railway Company striked (Aug.l18, 1908),Employers of Sa-
lonica Rumeli Railways (5.9.1908), Anatolia Railways (14.9.
1908), and Orient Railways (14.9,1908) followed them, Strikers
who worked in Aydin Rallways derailed the train at Develikdy
Station and caused great damage (3,10,1908). To prevent such
events, two detachments of troops (boliikk) were decided to
form by the Ministry of war (3.10,1908). The two detachments
sent against the strikers who worked in Zonguldak Mine Com-
pany were recalled, because the strike was over (10,10.1908).
Tobaco laborers of Samsun distrupted public security by their
terrorizing demonstrations during the strike, They were join-
ed by some "idiots™ from the people and attacked the house
of the Regie Administrator, Therefore, the administrator
mentioned decided to hide (12.10.1908).

it was heard that because of the officials of girket-i
Hayriyye decided to strike, the board of directors of the
company met and took some measures (15.,9,1908), On the same
day,the Ikdam informs about the sirike of laborers of the
trolley company, employers of the Anatolian Railways Com-
pany, next to the petition of the porters of Haydarpaga Har-
bor contending their complaines and demands about the Anato-
lian Railroad Company which they gave to the goverment. The
officials of trolley company striked, demanding the resigna-
tion of M,Predikaris, the director,After a member of the
C.U.P. gave them advice, they went back to work (17.9,1908).
Porters of the Customs for Foreign Goods (Emtia-i Ecnebiye)
presented a petition demanding the examining of their kethiida
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1zzet Bey's inagling 3000 Ottoman liras (19.9.1908). The
officials and employers of Evruzdibak Commerce House striked
in order "not to remain behind the fashion for striking" (23.
9.1908). The waiters of beer houses at Beyoglu striked to

end the l2-hour-workday, and demanded extra wages. They wan-
dered on the streets with flags and when they saw the waiters
of Tokatliyan Hotel, still working, they gathered in front

of the hotel demonstrating against their collegues (18.10.
1908).

4, Crimes

Following the revolution, the increase in .the crime
rate both in Istanbul and in provinces, stemmed from the
amnesty which had been immediately transformed into a gen-
eral one. Although the revolutionary circles had envisioned
the amnesty for only political prisoners, the mob poured out
into the streets and emptied all prisoners without differ-
entiation between political prisoners and ordinary criminals,
Beside the amnesty, the hesitant attitude of the police who
did not know the extent of their legal Jurisdiction, made
especially the capital become a den of thieves, swindlers,
murderers and the like,

For instance, a certain Sabri who had been convicted
repeatedly was arrested for collecting money at Kisikli and
in other gquarters of Iatanbul pretending he was a member of
a charitable society (20.8.1908). During the church worship
(ayin-i ruhani) held at the Armenian Church for "comforting"

the souls of people who Bacrificed their lives under despotism
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pickpockets who stole money, chains and wetches were arrested
by the people and handed over the police station (14.8,1908).
Some "upstarts" dared to violate and offend Muslim women,
encouraged from the wandering of prostitutes around the Grand
Bazaar, To punish them, "virtue" teams were formed by the
Ministry of Public Security (14.8.1908). A communication by
the same ministry warned people about false five-piastre
pieces which were being circulated (2.10,1908). A known
trouble maker Ayvaci Yorgi having become drunk, assaulted

a woman at the Gamrinus Beerhouse in Beyoglu, and he fired
his gun to the people who wanted to stop him. Yorgi was ar-
rested near the Saint Maria Church (23.9.1908). On the other
hand, Hasan Basri who swindled the officers of Harbour Mas-
ter Office, disguising as a member of the C.U.P., was sen=~
tenced to one year in prison (18,9.1908). Mehmed of Cemig-
kezek who was the tablakdr of a baker in Kiigiikmustafapaga,
and his friend Siilleyman tried to violate & prostitute. When
the servant of the brothel, Mehmed interfered with the ag-
gressors, they wounded both him and Pandeli who was an ap-
prentice of a coffee house (20,9.1908). Accompanied by Osman,
the watchman, Mustafa and Hasan, the people of a village

tied to Makrikodyii, named Piring, entered with arms the pas-
ture of Istrati Gorbaciyan at Bogazkoyu. After they wounded
the herdsmen and seized 362 goats, théy withdrew shouting
nLong live freedom!" (20.9.1908), Handritten papers which
included threatening and loathsome paragraphs against the

Seyhulislam were plastened on the walls of the holy Ayasofya,

Bayezid and Siileymaniye mosques (21.9.1908). Again, three
men with hats,fired into the air walking on the Hamidiye Road
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at night, The bullet entered a house through the window and
a4 woman named Vasilika and hér son were wounded (20.10,1908),
Another accidental event occured in Saklzagaél. A clerk of
Zirbki (?) Bank, Hektor Kiryokidi visited the Tahidromus
Paper and told that bullets fired by unknown men entered his
home in the same way and almost wounded his son (17.10.1908).
Because the theater owners at Jehzadebasgi insisted on not
paying the donation on behalf of the Dariiggafaka and Hid jaz
Railway, the Ministry of Home Affairs informed and instructed
the Ministry of Public Security to deal with the matter (5.
10.1908). In other news, rich Egyptians who came to Istanbul
to celebrate "liberity", attempted to buy cariyes although
slave trade was long before forbidden! (31.8.1908). Some drunk
men cursed and sweared as they were passing by a boat in front
of the yali of an honorable person living at Qubuklu, BoZaz-
i¢i (18.8,1908), The lieutenant Ahmed Efendi caused a scandal
in a brothel at Biilbiilderesi, and the police interfered with
the matter; he said that he was a member of the C.U.P. show=-
ing a stamped paper. The superintendent handed him over to
the regimental police officer of Beyoglu. The officer freed
him considering the matter unimportant. When the importance
of event was noticed, however, he was procecuted again(23.8.
1908), A non-Muslim,named Levka a known criminal who lived
in Biiylikdere, and hisfriend Koti of Yenimahalle who used to
give "journals" to the Begiktag police, stared to drink and
enjoy themselves at Domuzdere, Drawing their guns and firing,
they terrorized the people. When adjutant major Habib Efendi,
the commander of AZa¢li troops, tried to stop them, they at-
tacked him and daredthreaten to cut him down, for being he
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one of those responsible for the redeclaration of the Con-
eitution. Then, one of the culprits rode on his back saying
"Now, everybody is equal, Knell down! I will ride on you,

I will give you a pitcher and you will bring water to me."
The people asked for help from the military police at Kisir-
kaya, The lieutenant Kadri Efendi came with ten soldiers,
when he tried to arrest them, however, Levka fired at him,
and soldiers responded in kind. Finally, he was arrested
(21.8.1908), In other news, there was a decision concerning

the Bahriye Riigtiyesi whose students had organized a meeting.

In spite of the advice of the police, the students did not
obey. The paper notes that children of ages 8 to 10 "pouring
into the streets", acted against the whishes of their parents
and teachers, thus proving the inefficent disciplinary
system of the previous regime. (28.9.1908).

5. Newspapers, Magazines and Books

Especially.dﬁring the first months which followed
the“revolution, the Ottoman press gained a large number of
new newspapers, Nevertheless, most o0 f them ceased circula-
tion after two or more issues.7 The press boom stemmed from
a real need brought on by the revolution of 1908 which got
its strenght largely from the press. ¥From the first days,
it had a privileged status within society, and usually was
against the goverment. Hiiseyin Cahit's article which he wrote
about the complaints against the press by govermental circles
explaina the situation very well. In the article, he tells

about his dream of an imaginary morning on which the papers
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are not published, The people, confused by terrorizing rumors,
panic and almost go mad. Then, the aufhor supposedly woke

up and the first action he did was to spatch the papers

~ and start reading them. (Tanin, 21.8,1908, "Bir Korkulu Ri-
ya"). As a result of the general encouraging attitude toward
the press, papers daily and weekly magazines began to circul-
ate folicing one another, Just after the revolution, jour-

. nalist joined together and formed an organization named,

Osmanli Matbuat Cemiyeti (Union of Ottoman Press).8 Hiiseyin

Cahid says in his memoirs that "there appeared an epidemic
of publications, and everyone who wanted to tell anything
that occured in their minds". started to publish a paper.9
Ikdam informs that the amount of the papers which

was permitted to publish in Turkish and foreign languages in
Dersaadet and in the provinces reached two hundred and eighty;
while the number of printing offices which were permitted
to work increased to thirtyeight until the end of September
alone (19.10.1908).

| Not only papers, but an exceesive number of books

appeared as well, mostly about the revolution. For example,

Hatirat-1 Nivazi Bey (yshud) Tarih¢e-i Inkilab-1 Kebir-i Os-

manive'den Bir Sahife (Memoirs of Niyazi Bey or A Page from

the Ottoman Great.Revolution) was published (1.10.1908).
Another work which appeared written bj Mehmed Riigdii Efendi
who belonged to the Anzakiye ulama, was entitled lkaz-i
Millet ('Awaking of the Nation') (6.10.1908). Among the

works of the late Muallim Naci, Heder ('The Loss') which
describes the years of despotism and the formation of nation-

al consciousness, consisted of two sections and a four act
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play which was also published around the same days (3,10,1908).
Abdiilhak Hamid's latest work Ziynet began to be serialized

in the lkdam (25.10.1908). In the end, the unpeacedented
freedom of the press lasted until the Press Regulation of

1908,

6. ‘New Educational Institutions

The declaration of the Constitution gave the various
nationalities within the Empire the motivation of forming
new schools, most of which were named as "uhuvvet" (frater-

nity), "ravza-i terakki" (the paradise of progress) hinting

at the principles of the revolution, Not only individuals
but the state, too, also initiated the foundation of schools
such as a Topcu Endaht Mektebi (Artillery Firing Academy) (30.

8.,1908) at Salonica, a Polis Mektebi (Police Academy) by the

Ministry of Public Security (5.9,1908). The above-mentioned

schools, Ravza~i Terakki at Usklidar was conceived as a perfect

educational institution which was as sound as the European
schools (17.9.1908). T¢ help the body training of Muslim,
christian and Jewish youth, Selim Sirri and Dr, Riza Tevfik

Beys decided to form a Terbiye~i Bedeniye Mektebi (Body Train-

ing School) (12.9.,1908). Uhuvvet Mektebi was formed by a

joint-stock company with 5000 Ottoman.liras (23.9.1908).
The founding of the Mekteb-i Sanayi (School for Industrial

Education) was decided to serve the interest of the Ottoman
economy by procuring the progress and perfection of industiry.
(21,8,1908). A school for fine arts was established in Us-
kiidar under the name of Flinun-u Nefise Mektebi (14.9.1908).
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Aside from those mentioned, lots of new iptiadis, riigdiyes

and jdadis were opened.

Educational institutions, especially higher ones,
functioned as political and social centers for revolutionary
circles. The students and graduates of these schools formed
numerous organizations for progress and helped one another,

One of the first formed, Milkiye Mezunlari Ittihad ve Teaviin

Cemiyetl appeared as the most active organization. They fre-
quently met at school to discuss the reforms in the administ-
rative, political and financial areas which were to be under-
taken (16.8.1308; 24.9,1908, etc,). It was decided to form

an organization called Mekteb-i Sultan-i Cemiyet-i Hayriyesi

- (Galatasaray LyceéCharitable Society) (20.8.1908). An organ-
ization which would help the progress and elavation of the
Dariiggafaka students and graduates was establised in a simi-

lar vein. (20,8.1308).

7. Organizations

During the second constitutional period, hundereds
of organizations were formed by different nationalities and
interest groups. Even the unions of separatist currents such
as the Tashnak and Hincak of the Armenians began to propagan-
dize their thoughts and programs freely through the papers
and conferences, (The program of Tashnak-Sutyan Union, 1.10,
1308; the conference .of Sabahliyan Efendi from the Hincak
Committee at the {skiidar Armenian Church, 30.9.1908). A
group representing Beyoglu Rum Cemiyeti Edebiyesi (The Greek

Literary Society) visited the Grand Vezir who was himself an
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honorary member, to invite him to the conference which would
be held in honor of the Greeks visiting the capital (28.9.
1908). To provide the Kurds with the educational institutions
fitting the necessities of time and the civilized world, be-
fitting the provisions of the Constitution, the Kurdish no-
tables living in Istanbul decided to form an association,

too. (27.9.1908), Memalik-i Osmaniyye Musevi Uhuvvet Cemiveti

(Ottoman Empire Jewish Fraternity Society) organized a con-
ference which would explain the aims of the society (9.10.
1908). Ermeni Hiirriyet Cemiyeti (Armenian Freedom Society)

organized a concert for the benefit of Armenian orphans at

Kadikby Theater, during which the Bahriye Muzikasi (the Naval

Band ) played (4,9.1908), Osmanli Uhuvvet~i Arab Cemiveti

(Otoman Empire Aradb Fraternity Society) was formedly Arab
citizens who lived in Istanbul (1.9.1908). Another society
called Arnavud Ittihad Cemiveti (Albanian Union) , to the

society Abdiilhamid gave 100 Ottoman liras, was formed by the
Albanians who gathered in BeyoZlu (30.8.1908). Albanians for-
med another society to assure the usage of Albanian as the

educational language of Albania, called Arnavud Bagkim klubii

(21,9.1908).
QOrganizations for the progress of professions follow-
ed in abundance those already mentioned. For example, 0Osmanla

Ziraat Cemiyeti (Ottoman Agricultura1‘Society) was formed in

order to promote agricultural activities within the Empire
(27.9.1908). All employees of drugstores were invited to dis-
cuss the regulation of an association which would be called

Eczacl Mektebi Miidavimi Cemiyeti (Society for the Students

of Pharmacy School-16.9.1908). A Makinist Klubii (Society for




65

Engine Drivers) would be formed in Adana in order to provide
progress in the profession of engine dfiving concomitantly
with agriculture which was considered to be one of the most
'important aspects of modern agriculture (15.9.1908). Ittihad
ve Terakki Osmanl)y Kimyagerleri Cemiyeti (the C.U.P. Ottoman

Chemisis Society) was formed by Ottoman chemists who met at
the Library of Asir Efendi, and they chose PFaik Pasha as

the irhonorary president, Siikrii Pasha as the vice-president,
Cevad Hiiseyin Bey as the Turkish secretary and Sengros Efendi

as the French secretary (8.9,1908), Osmanli Miistahdemin-i

Ticariye Cemiyeti (Ottoman Trade Employees Society) and Miiret-

tibbin.i Osmaniyye Cemiyeti (Ottoman Type-setters' Society)

were among other organizations formed to provide progress to
their members by cooperation in their professions (17.8.1908).
By the initiative of an architect Kemaleddin §gx,'the grad-
uates of Hendese-i Miilkiyye and Sanay'-i Nefise Mektebi, and

persons who were among the famous architects and engineers
of the time met at the garden opposite the Sirkeci Station.

They decide to organize a society called Osmanli Milhendis

ve Mimar Cemiyeti (Ottoman Engineers and Architects Society-

29,8.1908), An advertisement invited veterinary surgeons,
organizing in a society at Tepebagiy Open-air Theater (2.8.

1908).
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V. TRADITIONAL STRATA OPPOSITIONl

An . snglysis of the 31st March Incident, reguires the
diffgrentiation of the political unrest from the social dies-
content activated by the Incident. Represented by the alayla
officers, the N.C.0.s and the lower-ranking ulams, the first
category has been closely examined in varioue sources about
the period given in the Introduction. In the case, the oppo~
sition of the ulama snd the soldiers against the C.U.P.
stemmed from the reorganizations concerning their legel sta-
tus, In 8 1arg§r context, however, it should be noted that
the second coustitutional period had ¥1so opened up a new
era for the Empire, especinslly in terms of life style which
was, step by step, westernized, For those in the second
category, therefore, the other sections of the traditional
strata of society suffering from the transformation of
daily 1ife, should be distinguished from the aforemention-
ed components of the mutiny. Revertheless, both groups
ended up on the same side insofar as the mutiny of 31st of
March stayed slive. Although their vegeance originated
from rather different sources, it was directed towards the
same adversary: the C.U.P. as the symbol of the revolution.
The differentiation is necessary becaﬁse of the inherent
difficulties in analyzing an eveunt, which first occured
within a legasl framework, yet, then deteriorated into a
typical traditional rebellion. Thus, such a categorical
analysis of the Intident enables us to grasp the complex

nature of this deterioration.
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Unlike the first attempts at military reforms in -
the eighteenth century, during the Tanzimat period, the
westernization process was extended to various aspects of
life. Bowever, the state-oriented reforms had been imposed
from the above. Furthermore, during Abdulhamid's conserv-
ative reign, the political aspect of the process was entire-
1y neglected, or, contained, while the transportational,
educational facilities within the Empire were irreversibly
westernized, or, modernized, Despite the deapotism of Abdul-
hamid, however, the westernization process of the state
had menaged to continue, The lower-ranking bureaucrats, the
ulame, and the slayli officers who belonged to the tradi-
tional strats of the state were also westernized somewhat,
and had come to form a viable public in terms of express-
ing their views. On the other hand, the common people who
coneisted of artisans, tradésmen, and the like whose trad-
itional characterisftic was the lack of direct patronage
rei;tionsuuyth the state, were all along primarily excluded
from the westernizeiion process. Although the traditional=-
style expression of opposition, in other words, the tradi-
tional channels of communication were eliminated with
westernization, they were not replaced with modemr, or,
western ones, In other words, the néglection of socisal
aspects of modernization resulted only in the transforma~
tion of the state and its employees including the tradi-

tional components.
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While the political opposition of the traditional
strata should be examined through an account of the poli~
tical events; the dimensions of daily 1ife in transition
which resulted in the reaction of people, can be fdund in
Newspaperscollectiona. For example, Ikdam exhibits the chang-
es; in contrast, Volkan exposes the grievances of the

traditions]l strata.

SUFFERINGS OF THE TRADITIONAL STRATA

A, Political Opposition in the Guise
of Religious Opposition

when K&mil Paya came to power @8 the Grand Vezir,
he firet attempted to reorganize the adiministration and
the military,,which resulted in the dismissal of a large a~
mount of alayli officers and lower-fanking officaals. The
Young Turks severely opposed the administration that charac-
terized the previous regime, which they considered overstock-
ed 'wjth unqualified officials who had been appointed only be-
cause for their sllegiance to Abdulhamid shown through ¥jour-
nals", or, some other way. Furthermore, they felt that the
glaylil officers under Abdulhemid's rule had been upgraded
by of t-repeated péomotimna in rank and salary, snd honored
with nigans in the capital, while the "patriotic" young
officers had had to wor under dsngerous conditions especial-
1y in Macedonia without regularly getting their sslaries.

In terms of the reforms brought on by the new re.

gime, the emphasis was on the army, indicating that the
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officers of the Third Army Corps who had proclaimed the
Constitution, focused especially upon the existing milit=-
ary system which was deemed to be incompatible with the re-
dquirements of the time, As a result of the need for reform,
changea occured also in the training system, now based on
Prussisn-style discipline, According to the new system,
military training was 80 regular and severe that religious

‘ritusls such as namaz, abdest, etc., which decremsed the

attendance of the soldiers, were minimized as much as pos-
sible. Considering that in the previous aystem, the soldi-
ers had ned&d not to workat all, their immediate protestati-
4ionB was, to some extent, understandable. Heavy training
conditions which they were not used to, and the restric-
‘tions on the performance of religious duties were among the
important stimula which led the Incident of 3lst March.2
One of the most radical precautions in the Army
which would lead the Young Turke %o become efficient in the
long run, was the prohibition of the N.C.0.8 to become offi-
cers (that is, alayla officers), an attempt which was a
delayed completion of the reforms of Selim IIT, Méhmud I1
and the Tgnzimat. From the first efforts of westernization,
" the alayli officers had preserved their status in the army
side by side with the mektebli ones who had gradua ted from
the western-~-style military schools. Furthermore, they had
managed to have the advantage of maintaining their status
during the weign of Abdulhsmid, because of his mistruet of
educated officers and officials who had caused, in his view,

the sbdication and then, the suspicious death of Abdulaziz,
his predecessor and uncle.
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To be precise, in the army, the discontended groups
consisted of the alayly offjicers who were, or might be dis-
missed from the amry; the N.C.0.8 who had had the potential
right to be an officer; and the rank and file of the army
who were.now subjected to strict diecipline and heavy train-
ing conditions, at the expense of religious duties. Never-
theless, it should.be noted that, unlike the first two groups,
the discontented rank andffile of the Army were st the same

time in concert with the oppoeition within the common people.

2. The Ulama and Secularization

It is necessary to glance at the transflormation of
the ulama through the modernization process, before look-
ing at their participation in the opposition which gathered
eround Volkan during the Incident of 31st March.

Thooughout the ¢lassical age of the Empire, the ula-
ma were the most privileged group among the other groups of
the Ottoman bureaucracy. This position not only ceme from
the administrative power they had, but also stemmed from
the sociel and financial duties. The autonomy which they had
vis~-8~-vis the Palace strengthened their efficacy on all
appects of 1life, | |

Sociaglly they had s direct relationship with the
péople. The ulama carried out educautional duties as hod jas
in mektebs (primary schools) and a8 miderrises in medreses
(Islemic higher educationsl institutions); in the religious
ceremonies they were the mosque functionaries; furthermore,

they carried out judicial duties as judges. In the administ-
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ration, holding the highest ulama post; the Seyhulislam

(Chief Mugti) executed the Sultan's edicts (kenuns) by is-
suing fetwas, The ulama were not considered as kul in con-
trast to the other members of the ruling elaas.3 A8 a
‘result, their heirs could enjoy having their own pereonal
estates. The wakfl administration of religious endowments,
enabled the ulama further strengthea their financial power.
By the eighteenth ecentury, eventhough the ulama had

acquired significant gains in their privileged status, a
division occurred between the ulamsa that estranged the memb-
ers of the high and lower strata to each other. Mardin notes

that the official wlams (ulama-i riisum) were a new group,

who had mostly obtained their diplomas in return for money
or by the help of some other material intere:t.4 On the oth-
er hand, the ulama-i tarik, that is, the genuine, educated

ulama, felt discontenied about such developments. according-
1y, the children of the upper group ulama became members of

the ﬁlama class from birth (begik ulamasi). Thus, the diver-

sion between the lower and upper group gradually became anta-
gonistic, and, finally, these two groups estranged each oth-
er on the whole.part.

westernization which seemingly took place from the
beginning of the eighteenth century was accoumponjed with
the eventual secularization of the Empire, In the past, when-
ever the West gained superiority over the East during their
numerous clashes, it was assumed to be due to the deviation
from, snd/or, insufficiedt practice of Islamic principles.

In a gredually sccelerating process, a new type of ruling
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elite replaced the'g}ggg. During the Tanzimat period, the
new ruling elite began to withdraw power from the ulsma who
had traditionally participated in bhe political center. For
Mardin, the consequent decline of the Islamic institutions,
especially medreses, was an indication of the Peripheriza-
tion of the Elggg.ﬁf Reforms and reorganizations in the
educational and administrative fields, substituting the west-
ernized institutions in place of the traditional-Islamic
ones, confirmed this phenomenon. Relations with the West
necessjtated the training of statesmen who could speak
European languages and were acguainted with western-style
life and thought. This need gave birth to the westernized
educational institutions, starting first with the technical
military schools. Then, followed riieddpﬂuhich weTe supposed
to bridge Islamic primary education with westem-style uni-
versity education, and increased in nymber especially dur-
ing Avdulhamid reign.6 Another aspect of the decline of the

dWlama can be observed in the abolition of the Janissaries

who were their traditional allies. During the seventeenth
and the eighteenth centuries, Istanbul was shaken with re=-
bellions kindled through the cooperation of these two groups.
when the Janissary COrps were replaced with the Asakir-i
Mansure=ji Muhammediye7 by Mahmud II in 1826, the ulama

loat a most convenient ally.

The reorganization of the wakfs by the same Sultan,
was the final blow to the ulama in terms of finsncialupower
and administrative sutonomy. From then on, the Trevenues of

the wakfs would flow to the Evikaf Midiriyeti (later Nezaret)
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This a#lsp meant that the revenues of médresea were controlled
by the state. The decline of medreses seemed inevitable due

to the continuing westernization policy of the State which
lasted at the expense of Islamic principles.

By the second half of the nineteenth century, there-
fore, the degradation of the ulama was almost complete. Unew
der Abdulhamid's pan-Islamicist policy, this degradation fur-
ther extended. In spite of the standard view that under Ab~
ulhamjd's regime, the modernization process stopped as a
whole, in fact, the process continued, even accelarated in
most areas, except in the political field. This wes a period
when the meens of mass communication such as railrocads, tel-
egram and telephone networks were extended; tha rigdiyes in-
creased in number together with dhe augmentations pne after
ganother of western-style tachnical schools. Abdulhamid'’s
Islamicist policy rather functioned to legitimize his rule
unjiting the pepple within the Ottoman boundaries which had
been shrinking day by day, only to the lands on which Muslims
1ived, This policy was directed towards the shejiks, nakibs,

seyyids and the like, who were not from the orthodox ulama
but had power on people who lived on the Arab territories
of the Empirwe.8 In other words, Abdulhumid's Islamicism
rested on volk-Isiam, and opposed orthodox Islam which

9

showed an alliance to the Young Ottoman movement. In nmady

ways,: the participation of the ulama with the Young Turkse*

opposition was not a coincidence, but stemmed from the ulama's
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expectation of recovering their privileged status within a
democrstic platform.

Nevertheléss, the ulama realized in a short time aft-
er the revolution of 1908 that their expectations overlap-
ped the Young Turk fegime. The lower group ulzma faced new
limitations after the revolution, The modernization process
accelarated covering all aspects of social 1ife, in education,
in administration: Now, even daily life, in contrast to Ab-
dulhamid's reign, was not exempt from the effects of wester-
nization.

Together with general westernization and seculariza~
tion of life, minor changes concerning the ulama, for example,

the obligation about militsry duty for talebe-i ulfim, in-

furiated the members of the ulama. Considering the medreses
a8 the “home of deaerters%lo the Young Turks required that
the a¢drese students' examption from military service be
determined through an examination.

In sum, the ulama, especially the lower group ulama
opposed the Young Turk regime which stopped them from re-
gaining their former privileged status, in addition, forc=-
ed them to be more and more pepipherized from the political .
center. In their view, the Islamic basec of the EWpjire would
not tolerate the Young Turks because of their secular policy.
For the ulama, theillegitimate character of the regime was
not only the secular tendency of the govermment, but aslso
stemmed from the despotic attitudes of the Committee. In
this regard, an alliance appesred at once betwwen the Lib-

eral Party (Ahrar) and the lower group ulama's voice, the
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Volken paper.

On the 31st of March, when they shouted "we want the
geriati", the ulama, in fact, wanted their former atatus, .
Al though secularization of 1ife was not peculiar to the Young
Turk psriod, the democratic atmosphere of the Revolution
must have helped the ulama voice their demands in contrast
to Abdulhamid's reign. Contrary to the popularly accepted
view of the Incident, scholarly research indicates that, in
fact, the ulema, even the lower ranks, did not try to destroy
the parliamentary regime, knowing their helplessness during
despotism, but were trying to endeavor to regain their pow=

erful.position,

B. The Plight of the Traditionsal Btrats
As Beean im the Volkan

- Although it invoked the name of God, and announeed
that it would be the promoter of the ideology of Islam,
Volkan also had parliamentary and humanist charateristic con-
firming the aforementioned differentiation between the tradi-
tional strata. When one reviews the issues of Volken, it can
be easily noticed that the srticles and letters are in large
part written by the lower ranking Eliﬂﬁ and by the N.C.O.8
and elayly officers. Hafiz Dervig Vahdeti himself was not
a member of the orthodox ulama but a Balik of the Nakgiben-
Ei order. Bedji-iiz-zaman Said-i Kﬁrdill who wrote in Volkan
was another famous representative of the religious-politic-

a1l opposition. Farhi notes that this opposition consis. ted
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of a "a mixture of Sufi concepts, popular Islam and polite
ical extremism, combined with concessions to the new real=-
ity and to reforms showing European influencea."12

The political opposition against the C.U.P. had
already come to an excess when Volkan first appeared just
before the elections on the second 1eve_1.13 In terms of
political opinion, Volkan was bjased towards K&mil Pasa and
the Livoeral Partylwhich the C.U.P. tried to repress by force.
In line with this policy, the assasination of Hesan Fehmi,

a journslist from the oppositionary Serbesti, infuriated a
large wember of people, His funeral became a demonstration
of strength of the opposition against the C.U.P,.The murder
of @ journalist was conceived to be a severe blow to the
democratic regime and the responsibility fell on a govern-
ment which had, in their eyes, already lost its legitimacy.

In short, Volkan was born in an extremely disorder-
1y atmosphere not only in the socisl and religious sense,
but‘also amidst politicel events. Therefore, the illegiti-
macy of the C.U.P. on the political platform bacouse of
its despotic inclinations was an ofte-repeated theme on
the pages of Volkan.

One can. see the political complaints of this strate
um as a whole in the article which waé written by Dervig
Vahdetf about the telegram sent to the papers by Niyazi
Bey, one of the revolutionary heroes (March 1Y, 1909;
Volkan). Niyazi denied the rumors about his joining the
Liberal Party and blamed the Press for being ungrateful to~
warde the C.U.P., which had saved the fatherland from despot-
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in some proviances like Monastir, Kula,V86ke. Edirne, Xasta=-
monu, Ankars, which was the strongholds of Islam. Vahdetf
declares on the same article, that he got some letters
threatened him with murder, At the end of this article, he
repeated his offer about the union in which he saf the pro-
sperity of people.

It i8 quite easy to notice the similarity of views
between the opposition of Vahdetf and of the Libarasls which
s4emmed from their common political conflict. It reveals the
duel character of Volkan : one representing the political
opposition and the other is religious. To the firat category,
the letters from soldiers who complain .about the reorganiza-
tions in the Army may be added. Some theological students
and Bedi-iiz-zaman Said-i Kiirdi represent the other group in
the Volksn circles. The themes of the second group are, on
large part, religious, relying upon the volk-Islam.

Said~i Xiirdf, in his article about Islam ("Long Live
§ggiat-1 Garra¥/Islam/} Volkan, February 29, 1909), askes

the question that what makes the Comstitutional regime come
into force, guarantees the future in this and the next worldj
protects mktionsl life,(hayat-1 milliye); magnatizes and

creates the public opinion which is the essence of the unionj
saves us from being "beggars" of Europe imitating western

notions.(Avrupa dilenciliginden koruyan)j proclsims falee

the previous vicious opininions of Burope about usj makes
all the wlame and veizes become servants for the unity and

happyness of the people and the performances of legitimate

constitutional government (hiiklimet-i mesruta-i mesruiyye);
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stops you from the intention of murderwagainst the sparitu-
al 1ife of three hundred thousand people, is Islam, On an-
other issue (March 18,1909), he speaks of the Seriat stat-
ing that their way is to be armed with good virtues of
Ahmedi, "that is, Mohammedan; to recover the Sunnah of the
Prophet; to exalt the ford of God (i1&'~-y1 kelimet-ullsh)

under the guidance of Islam (Seriet-1 Garra)armed with the

sword of absolute proofs (berahin-i kat'a). Some days later

(March 24, 1909), = series of articies written by Said-i Kiire
dl appears, éntitled as the“Program which Includesa the Con-
tent of the Objects and Opintéons of Ssid-ji Kiirdf (Said~i Kér-

di'nin Fihriste~-i Makasidi ve Efkfrinin Programidir). Becsuse

of his adherence to Islam, the ulama, the Ottomans, the
Caliphate, the Mohammedsn Ynion, and to the Kurds, he puts
forth some ideas about the progress of these institutions
and communities, Accordingly, the first requirement is to
rest the constitutional regime upon the four sects of
Isl;m (that is, the orthodox schools) instead of imitating

Europe in ordinances and morality (mhkém ve ahlfkta). In

spite of Islam's superiority over all ether civilizations,
some over-ambitious peopole with "childish'nature" have at-
tacked the Seriat and Dlame Islam for being the basis of
despotism; a claim he declares to be non-sense. He stresses
the necesaity to rely on the geriat for the endurance of
the @Gonstitutional regime.

Kirdf goes on explaining Bis views on the need to
remove the dafferences of opinions and diesimilarities of

temperament which causes hubiliations and makes the men of
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tekke, medrese and mekteb straﬁgers to each other, Thus,
fundamentally destroying Istamic morality by infringing upon
concord and progress. He suggests that in westerm-style
schools, religious lesrings must be added to the curriculum,
while in medreses modern stiences must be studied. The third
article is about the ulama who must keep in step with the
constitktional regime exercising the principle that the
strength of an administration should base on law, and the

strength of "science" must be based on virtue (Idarede kuv-

-vet kanunda olmalil ve ilimde de kuvvet hakda olmali); other

wise the despotism will occur. In medreses, although the >

principle of the division of labor (taksim el-mesa'i) has

been experienced, it is better to accept public opinion as
the morel expert which stems from the debates and exchanges
of views in the meetings of theological students. Mosyue
functionaries, according to Said-i Kiirdi, must have the abi-
1ity of scrutiny and wisdom (muhskkik ve hakim olmsli) 8o

thaé they can give proper advice as circumstances require,
Another principle is to provide the progress of QOttomsnism
relying upon the Seriat. The duty of the Sultan is to work
toward recovering Islamic learning and to make the she 1 kd om
(Megihat) and the Caliphate of Islam become prospevous,

and to resucue th; people from ignorance., He adds that the
Muhammedan Union will return towards frindliness with friendy
liness, and only when shown hostility will it show in kind

8o the non~-Muslims and forigners need not worry about their
attitudes towarda them. The last article is written to en-

lighten the public opinion of the Kurds with the concept of
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national union (ittihadai milli) in order to develop the

great potential of the Kurds which has been lost until now
because of the controversies among them. Siid-i Kiirdi's in-
teresting program cousisted of these nine articles and mani-
fests the desires and hopes of the majority of the tradition-
sl atrats.l

Together with thesse articles, some letters fuwom
the ﬁosque functionaries, theological students and soldiers
must &lso be evaluated. These letters, on large part, are
full of complaints about the attacks against the geriat. For,

instance, Eskigehirli C.Fehim from the ulama criticizes
(on March,7, 1909) the articles published on Neyyir-i Haki-

.EEE which he calleg the "organ of the Monaster C.U.P." In .
his letter, he opposes intentions to stop the people from de-
manding Seriat and sdates that just in case this propagahds
continues, the people beaome angry saying "Yees, we want the
geriat if they want to survive. In his article entitled

np Cry from the Fétherland®™ (March 22, 1909) Dervigs Sukutf
speaks of the damage which the fatherl.nd had to face during

L)

the years of despotism, and demands to adorn it with the

plendid garment of sacred Jerjat (Jeriat-1 mutahhare 1ji-

. bas-1 mutahharesi ile techiz edilmesi).

One :of the functionaries of Bayezid Mosque, Divrigi-
11 Mehmed Emin Hayreti's letter (March 24, 1909) manifests
better the lower-ranking ulama's epproach to the rank and
f£ile of the army. Hayretf begins with the protectors of
Iglam, first God snd the Prophet, then, the ulama, and talks

about the friendliness between the ulama and soldiers, a
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spirit. He continues the letter saying that the ulama's
great service ensuring the obedience of soldiers by giving
advice to them is not appreciated in this period. "To prove
this claim, it is sufficient to look at the bad treatment

of the theological students." These sBweet~natured and devot-.
ed people find happiness in performing their sacred duty. It
i8 extremely wrong to i1ook at them as deserters; on the cone
trary, they are the combatants of Islam who are ready to
sacrifice their lives. "You, the people who are proud of your

low quality education (li¢ giinliik tahsillerine magrur olup

de), look down on the ulams; you are the most ignorant of
men} You do not have the right to talk about and criticize
the Seriat of which you are g¢ncapable of learning even one
line,All you know are the rfles from Burope which is the de-
storted version of the truth they had taken from Islam and
‘mixed with all sorts of fraud!.." ssys Hayratf,

" A letter from the Fifth Regiment (Niday-1 Mazlumane-

tA Mild €ry') completes the circle, complaining the distrib.
ution of soldiers who had been in the same units to different
bettalions (March 28, 1909)., The letter wonders if they op-
posed to the Seriat in order to deserve this treatment, add-
ing that they are‘not the kind of former soldiers who did not
read and write. On the contrary, the Turkish soldier is able
to explein his troubles through such just papers as Volkan,
especially after the reannouncement of the Constitution
which was possible due to their efforts. In his reply to
soldiers of the Fifth Regiment, Dervig ?ahdeti says that
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the Mohammedan ynion is aiming to remove any obstacles on

the way of the endurance of din-~i miibin, that is, Islam,

AfteT eulogizing the soldiery, he declares that Yolksn end
the ulama work for them, Vehdeti opposes the imitation of
Burope Baying "We have not accepted the Constitution to im-
port European practices, from they who have the intention

of distorting our religion," Nevertheless, he warns the sol_
diers becoming too proud of their power and committing wrong- .
doings, He advises them to be absolutely obedient towerds

their commanders who are expebienced and educated.

C. HFEACTION AGAINST SOCIAL CHANGE

l. XOr Ali Incident

“The Ministry of Public Security found out that
the mosque functionary of Halicalar Cami'i, =
preacher named Biind Ali, an ignorant bloke,
dared to defame the Consfitution and our Consti-
tutional government at the Hoy Fetih Mosque; and
yesterday, firm orders were given to the police
officers to arrest the said person at once. The
duty of a preacher is extremely importan’ and
delicaté. A preacher should know all sorts of
ngciences” (ullim-u setta) comprehensively, so
that he should be aware of the possible damage
of his words on the ‘geriat. Otherwise, if any-
one who happens to sit down in front of a rahle
ventures to give advice to the people, much harm -
will occur both in civil administration (miil-
ken), and in polity. In fact, a decision which
prevented non-qualified persons from functiona
ing as preachers has been held. The arrest of
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which deBerves our gratitude.m

This piece of news was published on Ikdam on Octo=-
ber 7, that is, on the ninth day of Ramadsn of 1908. As
mentjioned in the paragfaph, Kér Ali who was a preacher, to-
gether with his supporters who consisted of 'Ramazan Busy-~
bodies' (that is, owners of coffee houses, restaursnts and
food shops who had kothing to do with themselves during the
day on account of the fast)17 after the Fraday prayer at
Fatih Mosque, they walked together as ® mob and gsthered in
front of the Ysldiz Palace. When the Chief Secretary, Ali
Cevat Bey asked what they wanted, Kor Ali and his friend s~
.mﬁil Hakki shouted "We don't want the Constitution.” Abdul.
hamid came to the window and assured them that necessary in-
structions would be giseb. Of the mob, Kor Ali and lsmail
Hakkil were asrrested and judged by the Criminal Court for
attempting to elter and destroy the present form of the Otto~-
men government (Ikdam, October 22, 1908). The indictment,
wrote that during the Fridey prayer Ali and 1smail Hakka had
sgid that the Constitution and the Assembly were contradict-
ory t& the Seriat; the words of liberty, fratemity and
equality were nonsense; . flock could not be existed with-
out a shepherd. After exciting the crowd, Kor Ali and his
friend made some people wear turbans on their fez, godt arm-
ed, and went to the palace. When the Minister of Public
Security tried to stop them, X0r Ali shouted that he was
appointed by God to put the $eriat into practice again., Isma-

il Hakky added that they did not want the Assembly; they
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only wanted the Seriat and the _shephetﬂ;la

During their trial, when the magistrate asked Kor Ali
if shouting @gainst the government did not mean to rebel,.
he rejected the criwe ascribed him, saying that in a liberal i
period everybody had the right to utter their thoughts (1kdam,
Qctober 27, 1908). He went on Baying that the Seriat was
not i fbecs at the present time; the bars were kept open,

. women removed the veil, adding that he wrote the Kelam-1 Ka-

dim on the flag for the manifestation of the Seriat. In his
statement, Ismail Hakki enumersted their demands as Bsuch:
that bars should be closed, photographs and pictures should

be removed; women of Islam {muhadderat-1 islamiye) should be

prevented from being indecent (8¢ik sagik); theaters should

be closed; and that the Jeriat must be brought into force.
t1brahim Efendi, a theological student stated as ant eyewitness
that he had tried to stop the people from conforming to Kor
Ali's advice which was siming at intrigue asgeinst the Con-
stitution, but he had failed.

Actuslly, Kor Ali incident was regarded a reaction-
ary movement snd was violently among the revolutionary eircles.
when sjimilar evenps occured in succesion, the common belief |
was that a reactionary organization had been formed against
the constitutional éegime (Ikdam, October 10, 1908).

0f these reactionary movements some deserve attention.‘

For instance, a piece of news entitled "Mad People Are Wanderh}

ing without Chain," ('Deliler Zim¢irsiz Geziyor'«lkdam,
~Qctober 10, 1908), mentions a certain Ahmed Hamdi who pro-
voked an incident during the Priday prayer at the Holy Fatih
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is a vorunteer of Isiam who came there to die, When he was
srrested a petition addressing to the Sultsn and two letters
" wratten in Arabic were found in his pockets. Because he wass
wounded when he was beaten by the people, he was carried to
the Hospital of the Genarsl Prison. Thk. paper mentioned the
derenged manners of Abdulkadir, as told by told by the attor-
ney of the Imam of the Yeni Cami' of Scutari, at the begin.-
ning of the news. This event was later called "EKeragoz".
After making the community swear an osth to follow him, Ab-
daEkedir raided theabers and Earagtz places and destroyed
them,}?

2. BPegiktag Incident

n A widow living in Zincirlikuyu, Besiktag, named
Bedriye, left home to marry Todori, a gardener,
Police wae wartded by her father and when they
were brought to the Station House, the people
tried to lynched them. The woman was jnjured
seriously, while the gardener died."

(Ikdam, October 15,1908)

On the dﬁy after the Begiktag incident, it took plaee
on the papers as’'a simple police esent, Nevertheless, it
divided public opinion into two parts and the pro-westemm
Turks accepted it as the symbel ofl the reactionary spirit.
The ewvent showed that the basis for fraternity which wes
supposed to have been ensured by the reproclasmation of the
Constitutson, 8till remained as @n utopia. This event fright-

ened the non-Muslims and forelgners, as well as the pro-west-
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tern Turks, and from then on, @ rumour mabout the probable
attacks against‘these circles made headway especislly in
the papers of minorities.20 ]

When the legal investigetion euded, of the culprits,
it was decided thet eight were to be Jjudged according to the
article 170 of the Criminel Code, and the rest in accordance
with article 17%. (AThe Culprits of the Besiktag Incident,
tkdam, October 26, 1908). The news goss on as the following:

"Who are the men who do not recognize the state
ute of Ser'iye (ahkfm-1 Ser'iye); raided a

police station threshing the lews and human~

itys committed murder during such a delicate
period of our conutry? To understand what kind -
of personk %hey are, we write down their names
88 the following: Blind Halil, the warden of
Coppersmiths (Bakircilar Kethiidasi); Ali of
Bolu; ismail of Balikesir; Halil, the butcher;
Bekir Hoca, the porter; Mehmed, the butcher;
Hiiseyin, the weigher of firewpod (odun gekicisi)

are decided ot be judged according to the 170,
article. Tye others who will be judged in accor-
ance with article 175, are Tevfik, 6 Ali, §ahin,
Hemid, Mehmed, Osman the sergeant,"

1. The t‘I,egal Strike; of the Rank and ®ile of the Army

On the whole part, the reorgsnizations in the army
mentioned in the beginning of the chapter, irritated most
of the soldiers who belonged to thetraditional strats. They
were gware of their discreditation, snd complained about
the restrictions on performing their religious duties, Under

these circumstances, the gathering of the of piling arms



of the rank and file of the Infantry Bettalion in Taskiyla,
W&s maturally interpreted as a rebellion, in contrast to

the ancisn regime in which there sort of acts were regarded

@8 almost legal, On Cotober 1Y, 1908, The Third Light Caval-
ry B&ttalion of Salonica came Istantul and settled in Tag-
kigles in retum, the Infantry Battelion wes decided to
be sent to Jidda. Some of the soldiera of the Infantry pat-
talion protested the decision demanding their discharge from
the army (October 31, 1908).21 They did not 1isten to advice
and resorted to arms against the Salonica Béttalion., Their
demonstration was dsmped down after murderiug some soldiers
among them, This violent treatment against the Tagkigla Bat-
talion is an explicit proof of the Young Turks' attitude
about the ideal disciplinary systen in the army. A simjlsr
event stemming from the replacement of the battalions,occur-
ed on April 6, 1909. The Albanian Battalion of the Yildiz
Palace was @aent to Salonice by train, while the Arbb Battal-
ion of the same palace was sent to Syria by ship. Albanian
soldiers pro&ésteu the situation by firing into air when the
train was lesving. -

Al though they both belonged to the traditional strata,
‘the difference between the alayli officers and the rank and
file of the army bevomes more visible here. Thé diemissed
officers organized a meeting at Fevziye Coffee House in Seh-
gadebayl to protest the government (March 31, 1909). The petiy
tion addressing the Ministry of Education which was written
by the theological students (Ulfm-u Aliye-i Diniye )mustobe

mentioned, too. They stated that if a reorganization of the
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curriculum was not held , they would not enter classes
(November 12, 1908). Tpe students remained faithful to the
framework of the Constitution and conformed to the rules of
tpe regime, using the modern media to utter théir desirata.
However, among the theological students, some preferred the
-traditional way of exposing their complainis. For example,
the students of medreses gathered in Bayezid Mosque, and de-
manded that the examination which they had to‘take for exemp~
tion from military service should be postponed on February
27, 1909;

The above-mentioned events indicatés a significant
dichotomy within the traditionsl strats, snd in line with
the differentiation proposed at the beginning of the .
chapter,

4, Attacks Against Women

One of the most important changes which occured in
the Constitutional period sppeared in the status of women.
They simply began to participate in social life for the
first time. By giving speeches to crowds, writing articles
in papers and magazines, going to theater shows, forming
verious orgenization, women gradually left their tradition-
al position. The process was to continue throughout the
Constitutional period, and reached its climax during the
Republican Period. However, at the beginuing, the transform-
ation of the status of women was considered as an attack
against the velues of Islem by a certain group within the
gociety. ¥Infuriated with the developments, they talked
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sbout the necessity off putting presumptious women in their
places in the name of the geriat. The changing position of
wonen deserves attentibn, a8 an outstanding phenomenon indic=-
ating the stimula to the traditionsl strata to become oppo-

nents of the present regime,

"The overgarments (Gargaf) of some Islam
women who went to the Holy megques to
listen to the sermon and sdvice were

cut by some unreasonable persons (mine=
sebetsizler tarafindan). Yesterday, at
Holy Sul tanahmed Mosque, the culprits

of the same crime could not be arrest-
ed. Poor ladies went their home floom-
ly."

ftkiam, October 10, 1909)

n Today, two women and an officer who were
@ll dressed tidily, got into a phaeton'
with a closed folding hood; they let
their agha sit down nearby the driver,
and moved to Gedikpags. On tne way,
they were attacked by a crowd of three
hundred or more rough men. Consisting
of paper boys, firemen, rank and file
of the army, the mob ran after the
carrier‘until they arrived in front
of the Police Station near the Mouse-
1eum of Sultan Mahmud. The mob shouted
at the officer "You get into the samm
carrier with prostitutes," and pulled
him down; they severely beat the aghay
cut the harness of the horsesy and
tried to remove the veils of the women,."
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The practice of #$sacking women became so common
that even the editor-in-chief of Ikdsm, Ali Kemal Bey , who
belonged to the opposition, had to write articles about the
subject. For example, on October 19, 1908.in jkdam, his ar-
ticle is entitled "The more religiosity is prajiseworthy,
the more fanaticism is discreditedy (Diyanet ne kadar mem-

duh ise ta'assub o kadar mezmumdur: Semsettin Ssemi- Kamus-u

Tiirki).
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rebellions which will be Bummarized below are Patrona Halil

Rebellion' of 1730, Kabakg: Rebellion of 1807, Kuleli In-
cident of 1859, and the suhte demonstrations of 187.6..2

. Patrona Halil Rebellion

The period of Ottoman history called the Tulip Age
which coincided with the reign of Ahmed III (1703-1730),
exhibits the first steps taken in order to modernize the in-
stitutions and social life.of the Empire, A most famous
character of the period was Damad tbrahim Paga, the first
Ottoman Grand Vezir to believe ih the importance of kmowing
sbout Europe for the foreign affairs of the Empire. During
his temm of office, the first Qttoman ambassadors were sent
to several cshitale of Europe, not only for commercial or
diplomatic relations but also to learn about European insti-
tutions and way of life in order to adapt them to the Otto-
man Empiew, The reports of Yirmisekiz Celebizade Mehmed E-
fendi, Nigli Mehmed Agha, Mustafa Efendi, etc, which they
preparad during their missons to Europe, provided for the
Ottoman truling class & new outlook on life-style. Palaces
modelled on European, especially French-style arhitecture
on the coasts of Hali¢ and Bogetigl were constructed; very
big, ornamented fountains , gardens and perks were arranged
luxurously, and, of course, the tulip was the most favorable
plant, S0 much so that & bulb could be misused @s a favor
to obtain offical posts., In these palaces, the Sul tan, the
Grand Vezir and other members of the upper class enjoyed

themselves in an unprecedented way. A8 a matter of fact,



historianse claim that throughout the 6ctoman history, there
had never been seen such @ period of squandering. The econo~
mic crisis which resulted in the devaluation of money decreas-
ed the standard of living, basically from absence of war
booty. The campaigns now resorted to Iran which lested long
years and did not produce much profit, angered the people.
The efforts of the Grand VEBzir about the renewal of the army
and the reforms in the administration caused the reaction of
the Janisssries snd lower-rahking buresucrats. The duties
which had been recently imposed, though originally meant to
be only temporary, were now heavier than what the people
could bear. Above all, it was the life~-style of the ruling
class that infuriated the common people, Bince it did not
fit the Islamic~traditional ways. They also complained about
the women jimmodestly dressing.

Finally, during the preparations for another cam-
paign ageinst Iran, @& rebellion broke out (28 September
1730). Patrona Halil who was an Albanian belonging to the
Janissavies, and hisifriend gathered in fromt of the Bayezid
Mosque under the Blogan of the §eriat, claimed that the Sul-
tan and the Grand Vezir had acted against the Seriat by
giving Muslim lands to infidels. Hundreds of civilians
and soldiers joiged them and walked towards the Ayasofya
Square. Wnder the fear of death, Ahmed III dismissed the
Grand Vezir and his agsociates and let them kill by the re-
.he a180 had to abdicate as a result of the

belis, However,

ulama's demand, and leave the throne to his successor, Mah-

mud I daring whose reign, the modernization process would
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#lso be continued,
2. Kebak¢a Mustefa Rebéllion

Selim III is known to be one of the most famous mod-
ernizers among the Ottoman Sul tans. First, when he came to
the throne (1789), Europe Was being shaken with the French
Revolution, @ period which lasted several decades. The con-
ditibns of the world capitalistic system and the effecta of
the Oftoman integration to it can be seen to have forced him
to take certain measures, Due to the decline of traditional
institutions, the Sultan also had a board of twenty-two memp-
ers, including one Swede and & Frenchaan, convene to decide
what measures were to be. taken, The board divided into three
fractions; one desired to turn back to the age of Suleyman
the Magnifiicent, the other approved of the necessity for
radical transformations, and the last had a more moderate ap-
proach. A8 @ result of the Board advice, sending regular mis-
sions to European capitals, opening of some western-style
higher eductional institutions and the foundation .of a new

army called Nizam-1 Cedid (New Order) were realized.

The financial difficulties of the state and new
ghifte in the economy had resulted in the wegkening of cent-
ral suthority vised-vis the feudal beys. Bonaparte's con-
tinuous attacks on Ottoman territories were followed by the
British and Russian transgressions, The immediate external
erisis which was supported by an continuous economic one,
began to cause the discontent of the people. This time, an-

other rebellion broke out to dethrone Selim III on 29 May
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1807 which was led. by Kabakgi Mustafa, a Janissary. Squané-
ering was @l80 a basic theme of the rebels, and the Sultan's
inclination to poetry and music was regarded as a sign of |
wegkness, New equipments for the new army had caused g great
expense, and together with the new taxes and the recent de-
veluation of mouey, had sgain made the people angry. Another
familiar theme was the over-westernized and secular attitudes
of the ruling class, which disgusted the ulama. Uniting on
the Biiyikdere Pasture, rebellious Jeunissaries went to Istan-
bul and as a well-known 8ign of mutiny they "overturued the
traditional kettle".’ Selim accepted all their demands

and evoided taking sny action against the Janissargeés,

3. Kuleli Incident of 1859

Al though it was called an %ncident, the Kuleli event
did not corresponeded to a physical rebellion or an inci-
dent.aa such, It was no more than sn efford"of a secretly
founded society whose name is not even ¢orrectly known to-
day. According to the minutes of the court, which later
tried the rebels, they tried to depose Abdulmecid (1839-1861)
and to destroy the Tanzimat order by the help of Abdulazig,
the heir to the théone. The members consisted of a variety
of people, several high-ranking officials, medrese students,

jntellectuals, @ sheikh, a mufti, and @ hodja. Thers is no

common opinioun about what their ideology wasj; some awthors
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claim that they opposed the over-westernization of the
Palace circles, and wanted to reaffirm the principles of Se-
riat against the despotism of the Sultan. On the other hand,
other authors think the Xuleli incident was the first example
of a revolt to set up a constitutional regime. Nevertheless,
it is quite obvious that the economic crisis which resul ted
from the foreign debts, popularly critcized @8 having been
spent to build palaces, the Ottoman megimess against Russia,
administrative inefficiency, and the rights given to the
minorities by the Islahat Fermani {1856),8ll irritated the

membere of this society. As a resuld, they seemed to have
founded it to bring about s constitutional order based on
the Seriat by the help of the heir to the throne who shaced
their ideas.

4. Demonstrations of Medrese Students in 1876

While the Tanzimat order was weakening in the last
quarfer of the nineteenth century, £slamic currents continu-
ed to spread among those who opposed the establishment.
peprived of their power, the ulama opposed the secularizu-
tion process after the adpinistrative and judicial reforms
which followed the Crimean WgT. Thus, when the state weaken-
‘ed, the ulama uniéed vast masses around the idea that it
was8 the Tanzimat and its segularism which caused all of the
present day abuses. They also complained about the privileg-
es of the foreigners, the equelity recognized to the minorit-
jes, and the excessive Buropean influence on the state in-

stitutions. Some Young Ottomans gshared these opinions, too.
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As a matter of fact, the impact of Jemaleddin al-Afgani on
the Islamic current was of great importance., He was invited
to Istanbul in 1870 by Ali Paym, and participated in several
admonitions in Istanbul mosques., Just about that time, psn-
Islamicism came into existence as a political and social
movement, A8 8 mesult of the stregthening of Islam, some
weasures . _. . were offivially taken against foreigners,
end seculariat tendencies. For the first time since the peri-
od of Selim III, people attacked Soreigners on the streets,
Some Qttomans even Changed their clotame to follow the old-
er traditions. In the mean time, the external crisis which
emerged from Belkans (Bosnia-Heérzegovina) strenghtened the
hatred against the "infjidels" among the people. In 1876,
when the events intensifjied, @ disorder broke out in the
city. Muslim merchanis began to sell guns to everyone who
had money aud Christians began to close their shops and

ran away. On May 8, the students of the medrese (suhtes)

left their schools and participsted in the meeting organ-
ized in several mosques and quarters of the city, blaming
ke meekness of the government agesinst European pressures
| in spite of the Muslim masacre in the Balkans, The suhtes
succeeded in their desirata when the Chief Mufti and the

Grand Vezir were replaced with ones they wanted.
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B. EPILOGUE

The similarities between the above~mentioned jincid-
ents will be examined in order to conceptuslize a pattemm
of traditionsl Ottoman revellioms. At first glance, their
looation waes always Istanbul; in other words, the rebellions
usually occured in the capital city. Second, it was an alli-
ance of Janissaries, esnaf (tradesmen), the ulmma, and the
lower class city population, Janissaries took action agsinst
the government because they were badly-paid, or, they were
forbidden to practice another side occupation as an esnaf,
The Becond component of the rebellion was 4he esnaf because
they had to pay high and extra taxes to contribute to the
eafpaigne.and the like., The lower group ulama and suhtes were
another component of the Ottoman rebellions who expressed
discontent about westermization and secularization, a pro-
ces8s8 which increasingly excluded them from the center of
power. A rebellion usually began~with the complaints of the
Janissaries about the incapacity of government. In this
phase, if there was no economic: crisis, the Janissaries will
remained by themselves and could not attract the other com-
poneants., Shopkeepers inevitably followed them in other case,
Al though esnaf were part of the economic and commercial 1life
of the city, they always had an ideological identification
with the Janissary military order. Then, the ulama and the’
medrese students 3oin;d the rebellion, which legitimized
:;:_;::ement in tum. Another basic character of these re-

bellions is that they did not demand radical tranaformatioas,
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but usually demanded only minor changeé.4 None of these
rebellions really opposed the Bystem. Furthermore, the re-
bels did not correspond to a certain class, thet is, they
were not a distinct class movement,

Among the complainss of the rebels, some common them-
es appeared. One fo thepe is the necessity of putting women

to bheir places (haddini bildirmek) memning those who over-

stepped the scceptabke "limite". Another is the "squandering"
attitudes of the upper class and the Sultan., Ower-westem-
ization and all its imﬁlications 2180 play an important

part in these rebellions.

Rebels made the use of the geriat to legitimize their
action. Since Islam makes the community of believers respon-
sible for the continustion of Islamic traditions and prince
iples on an individual basis, the Xorants permission of
the Tight to resistance sgainst an oppressive ruler (the
principle of huriic, that is, rebellion) gave legitimacy to
the rebels,

Thelgiggg, actually a non-Koranic term, seems to be
another customary control mechanism which had a function
during these rebellions. Used to enforce the correct pract-
ice of the geriat, the hisba means "to promote good and for-
bid evil".5 Th; of t-repeated themes used during these
rebellions, such as 1over-westernization', 'unsuitabl attit-
udes of wommn!; and the sdigressions from the Islamic way
of 1ife!, emrge from this traditional principle of hisba.
Thus, & rebellion meant the fulfillment of the geriat.
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It is the thesis of the-present work that thej mod-
ermjization proceas compelled the peripherized strata who con-
sisted of the ulama and other traditional groups of society
to develop an Islamic attitude which Was different from the
previous Islamic traditions, for it emerged from their need
to defend their values. Before the dichotomy which stemmed
from westernization between the upper and lower classes,
the central authorities had shared a common ideologyrwitk, the
general public. Now, uniting around Islam in self defense,
the traditional sections of society tried to hold on to their
tesditional way of life.

In the case of the 31st March Incident, nothing seems

to have changed. Al though it was started by the constitution-
@l opposition, the mutiny became like a scene fmwom Lhe

Janissary rebellions of the preceding centuries. What con-
tinued to be an anachronism in 1909, can be said to have been
the mentality which pointed out to the obligation to start
action for the sake of some sscial (traditional-Islamic)
values in order "to promote good and forbid evil." Yet, the
new useges of Islam by the traditional strata indicates that
the avent'portrayed a contemporariness which was to form a

discourse used by political oppositions in the future,
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FOOTHOTES
I. INTRODUCTION

(1) For a review of the literature on the Incident of
the 31st March, Bibliography-A which also covers the Young

Turk revolution and the following years, has been added at
the end of the study.

(.:2) The Usrionist thesis: Ecvet Gliresin, 31 Mart lsvana

(Istanbul ,1969); Yusuf Hikmet Bayur, Tiirk Inkilabi Tarihi

(Ankara, 1940-1957), ¥I, p.295(v.d.) ; Celal Bayar, Ren de
Yeazdam (Istanbul ,1965-1966), vols.I-II, pp.126-214, 330-413.

« 3) "Jburnaf'refers to secret, private reports sent to
the Sultan in order to defounce 'tratiors', report of an in-

former.

( 4)  The Hamidiam thesis: Mehmed Murad, Tatli Emeller,

Ac1 Hakikatler (lstanbul,1330)pp.62-813 lsmall Hami Danig-
mend, lzahliy Osmanly Tarihi Kromolojisi (Istanbul,1955),

v.IV, pp.370-373; Musatafa Baydsr, 31 Mart Vak'asa (1stan-

bul,1955) passim; Sadik Albayrak, Tirkiye'de Din Xavgas)
(1stanbul,1975), pp.54-7L.

( 5) Cevat Rifat Atilhan, Taskisla’da 31 Mart Fsciasi,

(n.p.,1959), passim.

( 6) Doggan Avcioglu, 31 Msrt'ta Ingiliz Parmagi(Ankara,

1969), passim.
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(7 See, Edwin Pears, "The Crisis in Purkey,” Contem-
porary Review, v.XCV (Mey,1909), pp.511-26; Pears, "Turkey:

The Developments and Forecasts," Contemporsry Review,

v.XCVI (June,1909), pp.707-25; Time collectioms; etec.

( 8) Sine Akgin, 3J1 Mert Olaya (Istanbul,1972), passim;
Mevlanzade Rifat, Inkilab-a Osmaniden Pir Yaprak yahut 31

1325 Xiyam1 (Kahire,1329), passim; David Farhi, "The Seri-

at as a Political Slogan- or the 'Incident of the Jlst March,'"

Middle Eastern Studies, v.?7, pp.275-300; Cetin Yetkin, Tiirk
Halk Hareketleri ve Devrimler (Istanbul,1984), 3rd ed.,
Pp.359-63.

II. DESCRIPTION OF THE 31st MARCH MUTINY

(1) Sina Aksin (1972), .ibid., pp.60-61, from Mccﬁllagh,
The Fall of Abdulhamid, pp.81-88, quoting the explanation

of Mahmud Muhtar Paga to Yeni Asar.
( 2) David Farhi, ibid., p.276.

{( 3 Hiiseyin Cahid notes the demands of the soldiers a=md

the ulama as the following:

» geriatin tatbika; Sadiazamin, Harbiye Naziri-
ranin, Hassa Kumandani Mahmud Muhtar Pasa'nin,
II.Fairka Kumandani Cevat Pasa'nin, Taskisla Ku-
mandania Esat Bey'in azilleri; Ahmed Riza Rey'in
riyasetten istifasi; ve ba-husvus, askerin hereke-
ti, vaki'asindan dolsy: higbir neferin kilina do-

kunulmamasi,."

Tanin, the Salonica issus.
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( 4) = Mustafa Turan, Tagkigla'da 31 Mart Fsciasi (Istan-

bul,1964), pp.47-56; Volkan, 1 Nisan 1325, "Diinkii Hal" (see
Appendix-~C at the end.)

( 5) Fa’t‘hi, _i_b_igo, pp02?8-780

( &) Nigehban-i Hiirriyet: From the ~oint of view that

it wes the Macedonisn troops which forced the Sultan to pro-
claim the Constitution. Thus, they were calles the protect-
or of the Consitution. Some authors like Mehmed Murad, C.R.
Atilhan, etc., says that it was such a discrimination be-
tween the troops that caused the reaction of other soldiers.

Mehmed Murad, ibid., p.69; C.R.Atilham, ibid., p.126.

{ 7) Danisrend, 31 Mart Vak'asi (1stanbul,1961), p.23.

( 8) - Ax#in(1972), ibid., p.70.

( 9) Babanzade Ismail Hakki, Tanin (the Salonica issue),
3 April 1325.

(1Q) Of them Hiiseyin Cahid writes in his memoirs about

the Second Constitutionel Era (in Fikir Hareketleri), how

he applied for refuge in the fussian Ambassy and then es-
caped to Salonica (i.105,106, 107, 108; pp.2l-22, 37-38,
53-54.).

(11) For an estimate of the ulama's peripherization from

the center, see the chapter entitled "The Traditional Strata

Opposition," and tre conclusion of the present study.
The declaration of the Cemiyet-i Ilmiye-i Islamiye

on Revan-iil-Hak:
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" Esselamiinaleykiin,

Mebusan-1 kiramdan bazilarinin emniyet-i hayati-
lerince endiseye diigerek istifa etmek nivetinde buw
lunduklari ve ahalimizce istibdad n avdeti ihtima-
linden korkulmaga basladigi hakkinda bazi hissiyat
ve istila'at hasil oldupu anlasildipindan megveret
ve mesrutiyetin ger'-i gerif-i ahmedi ahkamina kat'-
iyen muvafik oldupunda zerre kadar terddiidii olmayan
ve devr-1i istibdadda kiitiib-if Islamiyemizin kiilhan-
larda yakildi¥ini heniiz unutmayan Cemiyet-i Ilmi-

ye-i lslamiye'nin ahkam-1 ger'iyyeye hadim olacak
Meclis-i Mebus&nimizla megrutiyet-i mesru'amizin
muhafazesi ufrunde biitiin efradile son dereceye ka-
dar sarf-1 mesa'iye szmetmig oldufu ve megrutiye-
tin muhafazasi ic¢in terk-i hayat etmefi bir fari-
ze~-1 diniye bildi¥i cihetle bugine kadar istifa
edenler veya firara tasaddi etmek suretile mista-
f£i addolunaccaklardan ma'ada miislim ve gayr-i
miislinm mebusan-i kirama ulema ve biitiin milletin
jtiradi ber-kemal olup, badema istifeya tesgebbiis
edenler hiiin-i vatan addedilecekleri cihetle ciim-
lenin kemal-i hakksniyet ve adalet ve istikamet
dairesinde if-y1 vazifeye miidavemetleri ve tev-
fikat-1 rabbaniyeye mazhariyetleri hususunda
kemal-i hulus-i kalb ile dergah-1 icabeti rabb-i
miitale'a ref'i nida-y1 tazarru edilmekde oldugu

ve ruhaniyet-i muhammediveye miisteniden biitiin
millet zahiriniz bulundugu arz ve beyan olunur.
Senli asker evladlarimizdan rica sudur ki siku-
net ve itaatlerini muhefaze ederek ulemayi sera-
itin nasihatlerile amil olsunlar ki Cenab-1 hak
da vatanimiza selamet ve diinya ve shiretde ciimle-
mize saadet buyursun Amin.”

(ikdam, 3 Nisan 1%25)

(12) The 'Operation Army' conzisted of the troops of the

Salonica Army as well es volunteers including Bylgariaens,
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Rums, Jews, and other minorities who, later, it is s=aid,

would csuse the disintegration of the Empire by their in-

dependence movements,

(13) There appeared a declaration in the Ikdam warning
women on April 3, 1325.

" QGarsilare bil-mecburiye cikacsek olan muhadde-

rat-1 Islamiyernin adab-1 Seriat deiresinde hare-
ket etmeleri derkar olup, aksi halde bulunmamala-
ri mubedderat-i miislirminden rice olunuyor.®

(14) An example of these telegrams is the follewing:

" Mesrutivete layik surette tesekkiil etmeyen ve
maksad-1 mel'anetkaranede in'ikad ettirilen katine
hey'eti gimdi sukut etdirilmeli ve eski kabine ye-
rine gelmeli. Hey'et-i merkeziyemiz olan Ittihat
ve Terakki cemiyetinin protestosu wechile miiteca-
sir ve caniler pemges-i kanuna garptirilmali. Hali
hazir kabineye kiillyen itimadimiz yokdur. Ana-
sir-1 muhtelife~i milletle Istanbul lzerine yi-
riimeyi ahd-i misak etmigizdir.”

~ Umum memurin-i hilkumet namina
Vali Ali Raza, Vali muavini Todori,
Defterdar Fazil, Naib Nasreddin,
Miiddeiumumil Sededdin, Mektubi-i Vila-
yet Hakki, umum asker namina Kumandan
" Mustafa, umum ahali-i Museviye namina
Bohoraki, umum shali-i hiristaniye
namina Metropolit Yerosimos, Yanya

tsti'naf Reisi hakkl, Sslahaddin.

(15) Hiiseyin Cehid, ibid., i.l12, p.118.
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(16) The declaration of Martial Law is the following:

ldare-i Orfiyye Beyannamesi:

Mesrutiyet-i megru'a idaremizin miikemmelen te'jid
ve takviyesi ile beraber atiyen ednay-y1 mertebe
dugar-1 za'af ve tezleziil olmasi ve vatan-i mukad-
desimizle mevcudivet-i mulliye-i Osmaniyemizin te'-
min-i seldmet ve bekasi égbabinin istikmali zimnim-
g, bu kere miibeseret olunan hareket-i askeriye

avn ve inayet-i halk ile rehin ve muvaffakiyet
olmug ve bunum netayic-i hasene ve hayriyyesinin
iktitafi ve megsrutivet-i mukaddesemizin metin bir
surette te'sis ve takviyesi fevkalade haiz-i ehem-
miyet olan payitsht-i1 asayisin istihsal ve idame-
sine men'ut bulunmus eldufundan bugiinden itibaren
Istanbul ve bilad-i selase ile 1zmid ve Gatalca
sancaklarinds ve Adalar ve Beykoz ve Kartal ve
Gebze kazalarinda idare-i 8rfiyye ilan ve tatbi-
kine karar verildigi ve bimaenaleyh bu sirada
muhal-i asayis en efak bir harekt idare-i Grfiyye-
ce pek afir miicazat: miistelzim olaca¥indan herkesin
ona gore kemal-i basiret ve intibah ilizere hareket
eylemesi liizumm ilam olunur.

Ugtineli Ordu ve Hareket Ordusu
Kurandani

Birinci Ferik

Mahmud Sevket

(17) The text of the fetwa:

*tpam-iil-miislimin olan Zeyd bazl mesail-i
muh1mme-1 ger'iyeyi kiitiib-iU ger 'iyeden tayy-u
ihrag ve kiitib-U mezkureyi men'-ii-hapk-u ih-
rak ve Beyt—ul—mal'de tebzir-i israf ile i
miisevveg-i ser'l hilafinda tasarruf ve bila-
gebeb-i ser’'i katl-ii-hebs ve tagrib-i raiyye
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ve sair gume mezalimi i'tiyad eyledikden sonrs
salaha riicu’ etmek {izere shd-ii-kasem etmisken
yemininde hanis olarak shvalve umur-u miisli-
mini bi-l-kiilliye muhtel kilacak fitne-i
azime ihdasinda israr ve mukatele-ikas etmekle
mene ‘a-i miislimin Zeyd-i mezburun tagalliibiinii
izale ettiklerinde bilad-i Islamiyenin ceva-
nib-i kesiresinden mezburu mahlu' tanidak-
larina dair shbar-i miitevaliye viirud edib
mezburun bekasinda zarar ve muhakkak ve ze-
valinde salsh melhuz olmafin Zeyd-i mezbura
Imamet ve Saltanatdan feragat teklif etmek vexa
hal' etmek suretlerinden hangisi erbab-1 hall-
{i-akd ve evliya-y1 umur tarafindan ercah gdri-
liirse icrasa vecid olur mu?
El-cevab: Olur. .
Xetebehu-l-fakir Es-Seyyid
Mehmed Zipaiiddin

(18) fhe efficial report which wss presented to the
government by the Martial court is cited in Avcioflu's

work (ibid., in Appendix) in simplified language.

III. HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION

() " phis chapter will be mainly based on the msjer
works listed in the Bibliography about the Young Turks,
not necessarily -given as & reference in the text are

all showed in the bibliographies at the end of the study.

( 2) £.E.Ramsaur, The Young Turks (Princeton University

Press, New Jersey,1957), pp.47-513 Sina Aksin, J8n Tirkler
ve 1ttinet ve Terakki (1stanbul,1980), pp.31-34.

( 3)  Ramssur, ibid., pp.100-108; Akgin(1980), ibid.,
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| pp . 57-62 .
( 4) Aksin(1980), ibid., p.45.

( 5)  Ramsaur, ibid., p.117; Akgin(1980), ibid., p.46.

({ 6) Ramsaur, ibid.,p.130.

(7) Serif Mardin, “"Yenilesme DinamiZinin Temelleri ve
Atatiirk,” in Qapdas Diislincenin Isiginda Atatiirk (Istanbul,
1983), pp.32-36.

( 8) Y.H.Bayur, ibid., v.I, pp.434-36. Abdulhamid is said
to have kept the Navy "imprisoned" between the two bridges
on the Golden Horn.

( 9) RBayur, ibid., p.225; Bernard Lewis, The Emergence

of Modern Turkey (London, Oxford, New York, 1968), p.2ll.

(10) Serif Mardin, Jon Tirklerin Siyasi Fikirleri (Istan-

bul ,1983), 2nd.ed., p.24.

(11) Mardin(1983), ibid., pp.56-59; about the social

origins of the Young Turks.

(12) °  Prince Sabshaddin's a few unsuccessful coup 4'tat

attempts can be regarded as interesting exceptions to the

. general indolence of the Parisian groups.

(13) Ramsaur, ibid., Pp.15-16; Hiiseyin Cahid, "Mesrutiyet
 Hastaralaram," Fikir Hareketleri, 1.71, p.29%.

(14) During an interview published in Les Temps (Aurust
20,1908), from the Causes of the World Unrest, p.l45.
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t

(15) Ramsaur, ibid., p.110-14.

(16) The revolution was planned for the sutumn of 1908,
inatead of July, Aksin(1980), ibid., p.69.

(1%) The victims were Semsi Pasa, Mustafa Efendi, the Imam

of the troops, Hiisnii Bey the Governor, etc.

(18) The royal edict is the following (Déstur, Tertib-i
Sani, v.I, pp.l-2) :

Numara 1: Meclis~i Mebusanin ictima'a dafvet olunmasa
hakkinda Irade-i Seniye,

24 Cemaziyelahir 1326 / 10 Temmuz 1324

Meclis-~i Mahsus-y Viikela Mazbatasi:

Manastir, Xosova ve Selanik vilayetleri aha-
li~i umumivesinin ve U¢iincli Ordu-yu Hiimayun'am baza
mintikalarinda bulunan asakir-i sahanenin efrad ve
zabitaninin gu son giinlerde ittihaz ettikleri hare-
kat-1 serkesane mshiyetina dair vilayat ve menstik-a
mezkure velat kumandsnlarindan ve nufettis-i umumi-
likten 8,9 ve 10 Temmuz sene 1324 tarihlerinde va-
rid olan altmig yedi aded telgraflarla muharrerat
ber-mantuk irsde-i seniye-i censb-i hilafetoenahi
miyané-i bendeganenizde yegan yegan miitala'a olun-
du. Bvrak-i varideye nazaren ekser mahellerde bulu-
nan ahalinin kaiyami ve mevaki'-i kegirede zabitan
ve efrad-1_ eskeriyenin onlara igtirakiyle bazi as-
keri depolaranin kapilarini sikest ederek bir gok
esliha ve cebhane ve toplari sandiklarindan meba-
lig~i mevcude ahz ve gasb ve kendilerine mphalefet
4denleri esed-i ukubat ve itlaf ile tehdid ve niha-
yet toplar endshtiyle ve nutuklar iradiyle ilan-1
hiirriyet sadedinde bir takim nimayislerde bulun-
duklar1l ve diin gece Manastir'da tazi kumendanla-

rin ve hatta Misir Osman Pasa'min ikamet ettikle-

L |
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ri meveki'i ebluka ederek Osmsn Pasa'yyl ahz-i tev-
kif eyledikleri igbu harekat-i bagiyanenin Kenun-u
Esasinin meriret-i shkamiyle meclis-i mebusanin
ictima'a da'vet ettirilmesi esesina milstenid ol-
duffu ve bu babda her g’na nesayihi 1sga etmeyip
gittikge tevsi-i daire-i igtisag edecekleri anla-
g1lmig ve ger¢i kanun-u mezkur mer'i olup meclis-i
mezkurun bir middeti muvakkste igin ta'tili ilca'-
at-1 haliye ve muktezivat-i memleketden olmasiyle
bir miiddetdenberi da'vet ve kiisad olunmamris ise de
beyn-el-ahali sefk-i kimanin vuku'unu men' etmek
ve di'vel-i ecnebirenin miidshalatina sebebivet
verilmemek vacibat-i umurdan b:lundufundan mezkur
meclisin kiisady zarurl éimayla keyfiyetin miyane-i
ubeydanemizde bi-t-tezekkiir serefmend-i telekkasi
oldufunuz irade-i seniyye-i hazret-i hilafet-pena-
hi icgb-1 alisinden olup filvaki memleketin.istik-
rar-1 ssayisi noktasaina ma'tuf olan miitaleat-a
seniyye-i hazret-i sehriyarl mahzi isabet bulumn-
dufundan intihap hakkanda zaten mevcud olan usule
tevfikan safat-i lazimeyi haiz azanin intihabiyle
peyderpey ig'arl hususunun ta'mimen vilayat-1 sa-
hane ve elviye-i gayr-i miilhaksya teblifi ve bu
kararin eshas-i1 merkumeye tefhimi ile cemiyetle-
rinin dagitilmasi tezekklir ve tensip kilanmig ve
ol-babde kaleme alinan telgrafname sureti leffen
"arz-u takdim olunmus olmagla emr-ii fermen-i hiina-
yun-u hézret-i hilafetpenahi her ne vechile seref-
sudur buyurulur ise isabet anda olnmagla ve katibe-i
ghvalde émr-i-ferman hazret-i veliyy-ul-emir efen-

dimizindir.
24 Cemaziyelahir 1326 10 Temmuz 1324
trade-i Seniyye-i Hezret-i Pedisahivi mubellig

Meclis~i vikelénin manzur-1 ali buyurulan
isbu mazbatasa {izerine mucibince irade-i seniyye-i
cenab-1 hilafetpenahi serefsudur buyuruimus olmagla
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o0l-babda emr-ii-ferman hazret-i veliyy-iil-emrindip.
24 Cemaziyelahir 1326/10 Temmuzl324

(19) Hiseyin Cahid describes well the common hesitation
and astonishment in his memiors abut t-e secomd constitu-

tional period, ibid., 1,71-72, pp.292-94, 309-310.

(20) Huséyin Cahid, ibid.,1.72, p.%10; Helide Edib, The
Memoirs of Halide Edib, (London,n.d.), p.256; Hasan Amca,

Dogmayan Hiirriyet (lstanbul,1958), p.10.
(21) Hiseyin Cahid decribes the city as the following:

"Iatanbul sahibsiz, hali bir dapbag:r vazi-
yeti arz ediyordu. Hilkimeti temsil eden makamlar
ortadan kaybolmugtu. Diinden beri sansiir kendini
g8sternivordu. Zabita yoktu. Hikumet susuyordu.
Hala bir hfikamet, bir Padisah var miydi? Belli
depil. Elinden tutnlup kalabalik arasinda usiu
uslu yiriitilen gocuklar gibi idare edilmeéfe alig-
mis olan Istanbul gimdi lalasiz, muhafizsiz, bek-
¢isiz, sopa korkusu olmaden, kulafi gekilecegini
dﬁgﬁnmedeh, yalniz bazina sokaklarda kosuyordu.
Cekinecek bir gey var miydi acaba? Mechul!..
Abdulhamid neden Mesrutiyeti iede ediyordu?
Mechul!. Hangi kuvvet o miistetid padisahi maZlmb
etmigti? Mechul!. Ne bir beyanname, ne bir tebli-
gat; hig, higbir sey. Ortade ne hiikumet, ne tes-
xilat ne cemiyet. Bagsiz kalan koca sehrin her
tarafinda bir basg peyda oluyordu, ve her basdan
hedefsiz, garesiz, hatta suwursuz bir siiri laf

¢ikiyordu."
(eos) "Istanbul'a artik ilk hareket isareti ve-

rilmigti. Kabaran halk dalgasi, karsisinda hig-
pir mukavemet ve kuvvet gdrmemekten blitin bitin
cesmubtu; nefse bir itinmad gelmisti. 11k dakika-
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larda Begiktas Muhafizimin bir Sksiiriigi belki
bir sofuk dus te'siriyle herkesi sindirirdi.
Fakat simdi Istanbul'da sanki esrarli, her ge-
Ye hakim bir kuvvetin hskimiyeti wvar gibi, Eer
tarafdan nlimayis akinlara fiskiriyordu. Cehrin
muhtelif taraflarinda kimbilir kimlerir hazair-
ladigfa alaylaer, takim takim, askerl bir inti-
zamla Babiali Ceddesine dofru her gilin, giini'n
her saatinde akip duruyordu. Rabiali artik
ge¢ilmez bir hale gelmisti. Gazeteler eski tarsz
baski makineleriyle halkain talebini karsilaya-
miyorlardi, Giindlizleri bile ge¢ vekte kadar
gazete basiliyordu. Tirk bayraklarina saril-
m1s, Xoc& bir bayrak sirifa kucsklacis niima-
yigciler, hatipler, fedakarlar, vatanperver-
ler, ihtilalciler peyda olmusgtu.

(eaa) Pebrikler, kardeglikler, saadetler.

Sonra yeziniz, sunu da yeziniz sdzleri. Rica

m1, hatirlatmak m, emir mi? Belli degil. Bir
heik mantifi, bir kalabalik iradesi.”

(}__Q_d;'! i.74-75, pp.343, 357.
Halide Edib, ibid., p.258.

Edwin Peara, Forty Years in Constantinople: Re-

collections, 1873-1915 (London, 1916), p.238.

(28)

Pesrs, ibid. s Do 257»
The imperial edict which was read by Faik Pasa te

the crowd who gathered in front of the Yildiz Palace in

order to show their gratitude to the Sultan, is the follow-

ing:

vgfendiler, hocalar, beyler, agalar!

Sevketmeab efendimiz hagretlerinin ciimlenize se-
laminil teblife me'mur buyuruldum. lste selam-a
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gahaneyi ciimlenize tebliy ediyorum. Efendimiz bu
hissiystinizdan dolayl fevkalade memnum ve miite-

gekkir oldular, Giizel piizel gec¢inin, isinizle mes-
gul elunuz.

(Sabsh, 1%Temmuz 1324)

(25) - TFor instence, there appeared, on several occasions,
swindlers collecting contributions dispuising themselves as
the members of the C.U.P., and/or misusing the name of the

Committee.

(26) Halide Edib, ibid., p.260.
(27) This was the first event that caused the notoriety
of the Constitutional Regime, for some of these prisoners

did commit offences as soon as they left prisons,
(28) The text of the declarations are cited below:

Artik herkes isiyle mesgul olsun., (Osmanla
Tttihad ve Terakki Ceniveti) biitin vatan kardesle-
rini, Allah'a hamd-i-senalar olsun ittihad ve mu-
habbet bayrafi altinda topladi. Herkesi btirbiri-
ne sevdirdi: El birligiyle, yirek birlifivle va-
ten1 zincirlerinden kurtardi. Artaik herkes hiir,
.herkes mes'ut ve mesrurdur. Fakat bunvun igin,
ciimlenize ceniyetin bir nasihati, bir ihtara var-
dir: Zerre kadar namusdan, dofrulnkdan, itidalden
ayrzlmayinlz. Heyecanla niimeyisler, bilhessa he-
yecanli ve na-ma'kul niimayisler maksadil yalniz
bulendairir. Kimse baskasinin malina, 1rzina, ca-
ninas ta'arruz etmesin. Herkes birbirine hiirmet
ve sahabet gdstersin. Bilhassa memleketimizde ya-
sayan ecnebid dostlarimizin mali, ceni, 1rzi

ket'iyen bizim kefalef ve emnivetiniz altinda
bulunmalidir. Namus, muhabbet ve intizeam altinda
yelniz vetenin seldmetine ¢aligmakla tarihimizde
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tarihi alemde pdk, ganliy ve ebedi bir nam bira-
kalim. Gelismak i¢in cemiyetin vesait-i mahsusa

ile millete tebliy edeceZi beyanttan kil kadar
ayrilmayiniz,

Cemiyetin ihtarat ve ikazati hilafainda
hereket edecek olanlarim sebebiyet verecekleri
nd-sezd hallerden dolyl pek biiyiik mes‘uliyet
yiklenmig olacaklarini bilelim. Rilelim ki,
Osmanlilik ganini muhafaza etmek namus ve hami-
yetden ayrilmamekle olur. Vatan bizden bunu
istiyor.

Osmanli
Terakkl ve Ittihad Cemiyeti

Feroz Ahmad, Ittihat ve Terakki (Istanbul,1984),

pp.40-46; Aksin(1980), ibid., pp.84-85. This was the case

until 1913, the year in which they raided the Sublime Perte

and came to direct power,

(30)

Hiiseyin Cshid tells the situation in his memoirs

as the following:

(31)

(32)

"Memlekette ayri ayri birlesmemig kuvvet-
jer vardi: Padisah, resmi hiikumet, Cemiyet. Punm-

~lar tek bir makinenin muayyen ¢arklari halinde

muntazam islemiyorlardi. Vidalari eksik, birles-
memig percalar idiler. Makine boga doniiyor ve
beri tarafda, Meclis-i Mebusan g¢ene galip duru-

yordu."

(Ivid., 1.97, De294.)
Feroz Ahmad, ibid., PP .50-54.

Huseyin Cshid, ibid., 1.100-101, pp.342-43, 357;
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(33) Later he was accused of reaction and was sent to ex-
ile im the October of 1908,

(34) There was an insistent silence sbout the leader of

the opposition party, leaving the Presidency open; an act

which seems curious.

(35) Tarik Zafer Tunaya, fiirkive'de Sivasal Partiler (Is-
tanbul,1984), v.I, p.l43,

(36) For Hiiseyin Cahid, the epposition party consisted
of those:

"Bu gayr-i1 memnunlar kimlerden terekkiib edi-
yordu? I¢lerinde istibdad rejiminik yikilmasiyle
menfaatlerinden mahrum kalanlarden ve eski hafiye-
lerden baslayearak giiya hiirriyet miicadelesi igin
oraya kac¢ip da oradaki karaktersizliklerinden do-
lay: Ittihat ve “*erakki Cemiyeti ile aralara aga-
lanlar, yahud basgka tirlii bir anlagmazlak yiziin-
den cemiyéte darilanlar, ceniyyetden yiiz bulama-
m1s maceracilar, Tiirkliife diigman Arep ve Arnavut-
lardan bazi serseriler bu grup arssinda ekseriyeti
teskil ediyordu. (...) Tirk diismenlarinin emil-
lerine hizmet eder gbr nen ve Tirk diismani unsur-
larla bersber yliriyen bu Tirkler bizim gdzimiizde
en fena bir vatan diismani, bir vaten raini mevka'-
inde kaliyorlardi. Siyasi miicadele kizigtikea,
Piirklilk ve tek bir vatan idealine bapli kalan
tttihat ve Terakki azslari kelbinde Ahrar Firkasi
mensublarina karsi nefret ve emniyetsizlik derin-
lesiyor, acilasiyor; keskin bir kin halini ali-
yordu."

(Ibid., i.88, 95, pp.151, 262.

———

npiitiin nefret ettigi, yikmak istedipi eski
rejim, istibdad ve ahlaksizlik rejimi, simdi si-
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ample;

yasl bir firka simasi altinda karsisina dikilmege
ve kemdisini ezmeye kalkiyordu. Binaenaleyh, kar-
gida siyasi bir firka yoktu, bir diisman varda.

Bunlaran arasinda Tiirk vatanini par¢alamak iste-
Yen bagka unsurlar da gériiliince asrtik vatan haini

bir tesekkille kargilagmig olmak hissi biitiin bii-
tin kuvvet buluyordu."

(Hiseyin Cahid, ibid., 1.99, P+327.)

Hiseyin Cahid‘'s article in Tanin is a good ex-

"Osmanlilerain sikkun iginde galismapz muhtac
olduklari su sirads, adi, mirdar bir hirsla Rosma-
Hersek iizerine ssldiran Avusturya'nin ¢iiriix meta-
larini almayiniz!

Osmanlilarin umue medenl devletlerden, mede-
nl milletlerden hiisn-ii niyet, tesvik ve tesci'
bekledikleri bir sirada hubb-u pefz-i millete ha-
inare bir darbe wvuran Avusturya'nin kaldb metalari-
n1 almayiniz!

Osmanlilar hiikumet ve idarelerini adslet ve
hakksnivet esaslaraina bina etmék ic¢in ¢aligirken
dahill bir kargesalik, hsriecl bir hard gakararak
istibddadin iadesini te'min etmek fikriyle hakki,
inssniyeti, ehdi aykklsr altina alan Avusturya'-
nin murdar metalarinl almayiniz:

Evet, Avusturya'dan ne geliyorsa: kumas, es-
vab, gorap, mendil, fanile, higbirine bir Osmanla
parasi vermeyiniz! Bugiin Avusturya gosterdigi
zebunkiislikten, nemerdlikten medeniyetin vicdam
karsisinda nasil medhil ve hakir ise, memleketi-
nize doldurdufu renkleri kalp, kendileri g¢iirik,
deyanmaz, ise yaramaz metalari da pazarlaramizda,
diixkanlaramizda 8yle muhakkar, zelil dursun!..

(Tanin, 27 Eylil 1324)

120
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(38) A head gear in the shape of a kalpek, or, fur cap,
which was named enveriye, inspivad from the name of the re-
volutionary hero, Enver Bey. It is also interesting that the

Young Turks soon realized that the kalpaks also were made in

Austria.

IV. DAILY LIFE IN TRANSITION: IKDAM

(1) This chapter.is mainly based on Ikdam collections,
bepinning from the first days of the revolution. The enthu-
siastic activites appeared during the followimg months , to
celebrate the reinstatement of the Constitution and help the
new regime become stung. Thereupon, the general excitement
was directed towards the electoral activities, and, in gener-
al, the political area. Therefore, this chapter cowers the
first four months of Ikdam collections, However, on occasion,

news from the Tanin paper will also appear.
( 2 Hiiseyin Cahid, ibid., i.82, p.53.
( 3) "Besa" means ‘oath' in Albanian language.

( 4) It is noteworthy that "geyik" ('deer') is a popular
theme within the Bektashi literature. It may be interesting
to found out whether the Young Turks used the “geyik", in

the Bektashi context ss a religious symbol legitimazing their
movement.

(% Helide Edib, ibid., Pp.260-70.

( &) See: "Tﬁe Reaction Against Social Change" in the

following chapter.
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(7 "During the first weeks of the revolution e large
number of newspapers appeared, each putting

forth & new idez at random and each fighting the

ideas of another paper."

(Ralide Edib, ibid., P.267.

( 8) Ahwed Emin Yslman, GSrdiklerim Gecirdiklerim (Istan-
bul,1971), v.I, p.62.

( 9) Hiseyin Cahid, ibid., p.359.

V. TRADITIONAL STRATA OPPQSITION

(1) The references of this chapter correspond to the
Bibliegraphy-B.

( 2) Mehmed Murad, ibid., pp.67-69.

( 3 This was a result of the devsirme system. According
to the system, children were recruited from well-known Crist-
ian families in order to be educated as civil servants of
the state through the Enderun, the palace sckool. They were
taught Turkish and Islemic values and became kuls of the Sul-
tan. On the other hand, Turkish boys entered the medreses

to be educated in Islamic leeriing, Arbic and Persian. Thus,
the system paradoxically made Christisns become Turks, and

Turks estranged to Turkish culturs.

( 4) Berif Mardin; The Genesis of the Young Ottoman
Thought (Princeton,1962), p.219.

)] gerif Mardin, "Cgnter-Periphery Relatioms: A Key to
the Turkish Politics," Deedalus, v.102, pp.171-72.
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( 6) In view of Abdulhamid's Islamicist policy, the fact

may seen contradictary, though it confirms the dichotomy

mentioned above, between the ulama.

(7) "The Triumphamt Soldiers of Molammad', was & wesbern-
ized army that was formed during the reign of Malmud II. It

was, to some extent, a continuation of the Nizam-1 Cedid

(New Order) Army of Selim III that had been set up as part

an unsvocessful attempt at military reform,

( 8) The Bidjaz Reilread was ean example of the Sultan's
interest in the welfare of the Arabic territories and the

people who lived there,

{ 9) Serif Mardin(1962), ibid., passim,

(10) Mardin.(1983), ibid., p.59.

(11)  Later he would be called Said-i Nursi who was the
founder of Rurculuk.

(12) David Farhi, ibid., p.283.

(13) The first issue was published on November 10,1908.
(14). "Cemiyet her ne isterse yapar, biz bdyle istedik,
bdyle yﬁptlk (der)".

(15) He mesns the defeat agminst Russia called the "93
Taksimi" when thé'Russian army came all the way to Ayaste-

fanos, & suburb of Istanbul, ABdulhamid who had allowed

the Constitution be proclaimed in 1876, is said to have taken

the opportunity to revert back @espotism after this defeat.
(16) ¥or these associstions, see Tarik Zafer Turaya, ibid.,

v.l.
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a7 David Ferhi, ibid., 5.282.

(18) It meant that they wanted the return of the pre-
vious regime,

(19) Tenin informs of another incident called the Carsa
Vak 'asi given below:

Cemiyet ve mesrutiyet hekkinda en can alaca
tahrikler ise din &rtiisii altinda vapilesnlardi. ttti-
hatgilar halk arasinda dinsizlikle suglaniyorla-da.
Biitin bu hiirriyetler, meclisi mebusanlar "gavurluk"
telakkl ediliyordu. Halkin en k3r, en azgain hisle-
rini ayaklandirarak memleketi alkiist etmek isteyen-
ler artik isi biitin biitiin agiZa wuracek kadar ciiret-
kar davranmaga baslamiglardi.

- Bubat'in onbesinci Pazar giinli, Kapaligarsi agi-
lir ag¢ilmez hoca kilifinda bir iki kisi, orte vere
bir masa koyasrak basina otururlar. lstibdedin fena-
lagaindan, hiirriyetin faydasindan bahseden ve mesru-
tiyet devrinde tanzim olunacak kenunlsrla nizamla-
rin ser'i gerife uygun olmasini isteyen bir mehzar
¢ikarirlar. Gelene gegene bu kafitlari imza ettir-
mege baslarlar. Ne olduffunu sonanlara "Seriat isti-
yoruz!" derler. Dini biitin miisliimanler bu kagidain
altina imzalerinl atmayi bliyik bir sevab bilirler.
Halk birikir, Seriat isteyen kagidan alti imza ile
dolar. Isi nihayet zabita haber alar ve cemaati da-

g#adar,

Koér Ali vak'as1 tekerrir édiyor demekxti, Fa-
kst dsha iistadce bir tertidb karsidinda bulunuyor-
duk. Goriinlirde megrutiyet aleyhinde bir pey yoktu.

Fakat yapilacak kanunlarin "cer'-i gerife”
uygun olmasinl istemek milletin ksnun yapma hakki-
n1 kaldirmek demekdi. Dinve islerine din hakim ola-
cak olduktan sonra tesri kuvveti olan meclisi mebu-

sana ne :liizum kalirdl?
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B&yle bir Meclis'te hiristiyen mebuslaran
Jeri ne olurdu? Bu mevkide "gseriat isteriz"
diye bayrak agmak "megratiyet istemeyiz"

demekden baska ma'na ifade etmezdi.

(Hiiseyin Cahid, ibid., 1.97-98, pp.295,310)

"Istanbul 'de mesrutiyeti miiteakidb te-
sekkil eden cemiyetler arasinda bir de
Cemiyet-i Ilriye-i !slamiye vardi., Carsi
i¢indeki "Seriat isterizcileri”™ bu cemivet
midafanaya kalkdz,

Bu cemiretin fikirlerini negreden Beyan-
§1-Bak gazetesinde verilen bir malumata e¢ére,
kanunlarimizin “slam fikhindan aliracafina
dair Kanun-u Esesiye bir fikra ilave haberi
ri herkesde biiyik bir memnuniyet uyandar-

m g%. Buni:a neticesi olarek, li¢ kisi bir
tesekkiirname tanzim etmeyi ve takriben
200 kisiye miihiirlettikten sonra Meclis-i
Mebusana takdim eylemeyi digiinmiisler.
Eiisn~-t! nivetden ibaret olan su tesebbiise
bittabi "biUtin miisliimanlar" alkislserla
istirak etmiyler. Fakat vfak mikyasda o-
lan ¢ok tesebbiis iki giin zarfinda bir-
denbire genisleyerek "geriat istveriz"
suretinde birbirlerinden haberdar ol-
maks1zin syri ayrl mahzarlar tertib ve
temhir edilmesine kalkismay:r intac etmis.

Din ile oymamanin, dini siyasete karig-
tirmanin nasl latesle oynamaktan farksiz ol-
duguna bu da bir misel tegkil eder. Qars
iginde geriat isteriz dive ortaya ¢ikanlarla
doha evvelki Kor Ali ile arkedaglarinin, daha
gonraki 31 Martg¢ilarla miinasebetleri var miyda,
danigklil diviisik bir is mi goérlyorlardir?*
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(20) An example of the severe criticism was quoted by

Tanin (March 17,1325) from Proodos, a Greek paper in Istan-
bul:

"Istanbul'da Valide Hani &niinde, zabita, asker
ile beraber ili¢ Rumu acaik tiitiin satarken yaksladi.

- Bu askerler Rum uasuru aleyhindek i biitin ku-
duzluklarini by ¢ sahsa karsi gdstermefe niyet
ederek elbiselerini na-mechut bir vahsetle yirsar-
ken tiifeklerinin kundaklaryle dahi merhametsizce

dipcikle wvurma¥a basladilar. Bi-gareler her ne ka-
dar mukavemet etmeyeceklerini beyan ediyorlarsa

da, kundak dibcikleri yaZlur gibi lizerine ciist-
yor, kurtlarin yartilmis sikarlara gibi bi-gare-
ler siirikleniyorlardi, Halk bu yamyamlifa kargl
protesto etmefe baslaedi, Askerler ise daha ziya-
de kudurarak vurmaga dewam ettiler. Pir ok adam-
lar bunlari fevkalsde hirzlanmig askerlerin elin-
den kurtarmak istediler, fakat bvrnlar silahlaraini
ahaliye karsi gevirdiler, Ve onlara tefrik etmefe
cesaret edeni wvuracaklsrini makam-1 tehdidde s0y-
lediler. Osmanli silahlaranmin bu glirliltéleri ara-
sinda bir hoca geldi ve bir tag lizerinden aske-
re:

"Yurun gavurlara!" diye bapirmaga baslada.
Bu tehdidstdan zabitamizan vahsetimin darbe-i
.mezalimini bdemek {zere kanlar iginde gdtiiriildi.
Zabitanin ve askerin bu hareketine ta'assub denil-
mezse biz baska ne isim verecefimizi bilmiyoruz.
Yoksa bir ihtilgl-i tam aresinde bulunup da her-
kes kendi sevk-i tabi isiyle, insaniyetsiz hare-
ketde serbestse, o bagks."”

(21) Hiiseyin Cahid tell the ¢vent in his memoirs as the

following:
Tagkigla Vak'asl:
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Istanbul'da ikinci firka denilen bir askeri

kuvvet vardi. Bu firka, dogruden dogruya Abdulha-
mid'in gahsina merbut zann olunuyor ve mesrutiyete
kargi bir hareketin bu kuvvet vasitasaiyle yapila-
cagy hakkinda rivayetler dolasiyordu. Pu rivayet-
ler Ittihat ve Terakki Cemiretini de uyanik olmafa
sevk etnis olacak ki Rumeli'den Istanbul‘s bir
Aveil Igburu gdnderilmis ve mesputiyete billassa
sadik ve merbut oldvfuna giivenilen bu asker Tag-
kigla'daki Ikinei Farks yerine ikame edilmek is-
tenmigtir., Ikineci Firkadaki efrad ise sevkedile-
cekleri Cidde'ye gitmemek ic¢in ayak direyerek
kaglenin digina ¢ikmislardi. Gelen avel taburunu
kendi {izerlerine te'dib i¢in g¥nderilmis zann
ederek silsha sarilmiglar ve ateg etmiglerdi.
Vuku'a gelen miisademede d&rt bes kisi dlmis ve
bazilar da yaralanmiglardil., Istanbul'da magru-
tiyetin mildafi'i ve muhafizi olmak lizere gdn-
derilen bu gizide kuvvet ddrt bes ay somra ilk
isyan bayragini agayordu!l"

(Ibid.,i.87, p.134.)

VI. CONCLUSION

( 1) Imanuél Wallerstein, Resat Kasaba, "Incorporation
into the World Economy: Chenge in the Structure of the 0t~
toman Empire," OTDU Gelisim Dergisi, v.8, 1-2(1981), pp.

537-70.
( 2) 411 of the summaries are based on the following

works: Minir Aktepe, Patrons Isyani(Istanbul,1958); Niyazi

Berkes, Tirkiye'de Cagdaslasme, (Istanbul ,1978); Ismkil Hami

Danismend,: 1zahly Osmanli Tarihi Fronolojisi (Istanbul,1961);
’\

Enver Ziva Karal, Oszanli “arihi (Ankara, TTK:,1962) vols.
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- /
V, VI, VII; Resad Ekrem Xo¢u, Kabakci Mustafa (Istanbul,1968);

Bernard Lewis, The Emergence of Modern Turkey ( Oxford U.P.,

1963), 3rd.ed.:, Stanford Shaw, Ezel K.Shaw, History of the

Ottomsn Empire and Moden Turkey (Cambridege U.P.,1976).

( 3) "Overturning the kettle' was a manifestation of rebel-
lion. When they rebelled, Janissaries overturned teir food

kxettles showing their refusal of food as well as the direc-

tions given by the state,

( 4) For instance, to kill the Grand Vezir, to depose the

Sultesn, etc.

( 5)  Encyclopedis of Islsm, "Hisba", p.485.
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~ APPENDIX - A

SEHRIMIZIN DUNKU HAL®
 (lkdem, 13 Temmuz 1324)

Gulgule-i hiirriyet, vecd-i miisavat, neyve-i uhuvee t,

gevk-1 adalet hatira birden gatrin:

"Ef¥dke ¢ikdl velvele-i arsa-i zemin
iIndi zemine fulgule-i asmaniyet"

peyti tebadiir ediyor. Oh, bii¥iik giikiir olsunl!

lgte diin biz de doys doya, sevincimizden aglaya agla-
ya, biitiin mevcudiyetimizle titreyerek, taninlerini 4& &mik-i
ruhumuzda hiss ederek, damarlarimizdaki kan galeyan ettikge,
fikrimiz ylikseldigi halde, biitin kiigayig-i kalbimizle, biitiin
safdet-i vicdanimizla, biitin safa-i hiirriyetle igitdik, duye-
duk, haykirdrkx ve tekrar etdiik:

Yagasin Padigshimiz. Yagasin hiirriyet... Yagasin a-
delet, yssasin miisavat, yayssin uhuvvet... Eyet, yagasin bii-
tiin Kanun-u Esasi... Biitin Meswmtiyet® idare... Yagasin...
Yagasin,.. Yayasin... |

Oht Hamiyyetlii kalblerin bu kalbi, deruni zemzemele-
rini lisan ile de tekrar etmek ne ho§, ne ulvg, ne ruhang,
ne saadet-bsh§ imis y8-rab...

plinkii hali tafsilatiyle yazmak miiEkiin degildir. Hir-
riyet, miisavat ve adalet neil olsn bir milletin hal-i wecd

ve istigraki tasvire sigarT m? Muhabirlerimizin miigahedatini

goylece yazmaklia iktifa ediyoru:
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Sehrimizin her noktasinda, her kiigesinde, onde mu-

~2afferfine, muvaffakiyetkfrfime dalgalanan Osmenly bayraklar:,

elvah.y dédiyye, hiirriyet.

Oh, 1gte hirriyet genligi kalbleri titretiyordu.

Gazetelerimiz sabah saat sekizde nesr edildigi ve
akyama kadar lf8yenkati' tab' edildigi halde yine k&fi dere-
cede yetigtirilememisti, Herkes, herkes okimak bu kelimeleri
okumak istiyordu.

(Hirriyet, adslet, miisavat, uhuvvet). Sokaklar erken-
den fevc feve gelen ahali ile dolmuydu. Ne kadar edibane, ne
kadar Xanun-ginasfne, ne kadar hukuk-perverfine. Evet kimse,
kimseden incinmeyerek, kimse kimseden giicenmeyerek, kimse
kimsenin hskkina tecavilz etmeyerek, kimse kimsenin: tecaviiza=-
tina haksiz taarruzuna ugrapayarak kemal-ji hiirriyetle dol=-
wmiigdu.

Saat yedi raddelerinde viikela haZerati BAbiali'ye
gelmiglerdi, Sadriazam fehametli devletlu Seit Pasa hazret-
leri Babiali'ye tesriflerinde Koprii lizerinde ve yollarda
kemal~i samimiyetle slki¥lanmiglardir. Migarinileyh hagret-
lerinin daire~i sadsret vurudlerinda Mekteb-i Hukuk ve Mek-
teb-i Miilkiye mezunlariyle talebesi ve memleketimizin geng-
leri ellerinde Osmanli bayraklari oldugu halde arz-1 giikran
ve ilane~y bahtiyari igin Babirali'ye geldiler. Divanhane'ye
kabul edildiler.

Sadriazam fehametli devietlu Sait Paga hazretleri
CniLive Naz#rl ve Sura-ya Devlet Reisi devlteli pagalar
hagersty ile o esnada beray-i ziyaret orada bulunen BRomanya

gefiri ve zevad-1 saire bulundugu halde daire-i meshsusadan
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dan digar: Grkm§ ve slkiglanmigtar. ﬁu alkigl miiteakaid igle-~
rinden biri Sadriezem paga hazretlcrine hitaben:

"Zat-) hazret-i sadaret-penshiyelerini biitiin Osmanla-
larla gurada bulunan huzzer namina tebrik ediyorum," mukaddi-
mesiyle bir nutuk irad etmiy ve Sedriszam fehametlu devletlu
Sait Paya hazretleri de;

"Hepimiz sizin saadet ve selsmetiniz igin g¢alisiyoruz.
BEvladlarim hiirsiiniiz, serbestsiniz. Bahtiyar olunuz. Arzu-yu
g8hfine, milletinin ve memleketinin mazhar-1 refah ve saadét
olmas1 merkezindedir. Vg meserretinizi hfk-i PAy-i $8hlneye
arz edecegim," dedikten sonra oradaki erbab-1 hamiyyet tara-
findan Padigahimiz ¢ok yagasing hiirriyet, miisavat, adalet
yagasin, nidalari i'18 edilmigtir., Bu duaya:-ibinlerce halk
igtirak etmistir. Ulemadan, sskerden, miilkiyeden, tiiccardan
ve ahaliden ihtiyar, gen¢, kadin ve gocuk, miislim, haristi-
yen, fesli ve gapkall shsliden binlerce halk hazir bulunmug-
dur. Bu hey'et Babisli'ye geldigi zaman &nde bir hamim bulu-
nuyordu. igte bu hanim kaspiden igeriye girilecegi zaman
biilend-8v&z ile terciiman-i kelb-i millet olmuy ve"zaten
padigahimiz milletin iyiligini istiyor idi. Cok giikir bize
bunu bahs etti., Yagasin Padigshamrz, yagesin hiirriyet" de-
mi§ ve herkes aglaya eglaya slkiglamigtar,

Bu hamiyetli hanim, Osmaniilarin bir temsil-i vicdan

ve semimiyeti idi.

Bu hey'et daire=-i Badaretden Hariciye Nazare tine,

sonra Maarif Nezaretine gitmigler ve caddede Maarif Nazirina

gormek istemiglerdir. Maarif Naziri devlietlu Hagim Paya
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hezretleri hey'eti daire-i nezaretin kepisindan istikbal ey-
ledigi sirade huzzar tarafindan:

Yagasin Padigahimiz. Yasasin hiirriyet, ~zemzemesi ay-
yuka ¢irkarilmiy ve miiteakiben Ordu~-yu Hiimayuna mensub hami-
yetli bir zabit:

"Paga hazretleri, velinimet Padigahimiz efenaimiz
hazredleri bize hiirriyet ve miisavat bahg eylediler. Maarif
ruh-u milletdir., Her tirlii 8s8-1 terakki, saye-i maarifde
arayig=-yab-1 viicud olur., Bundan sonra sizden ciddf, devlete
ve millete ciddl ve hayirli isler bekleriz. Cenab-1i hak ciim-
leye umur~u hayriyede mazhar-1 muvaffakiyet kilsun," meslin-
de bir nutuk irad eylemig§ ve ondan sonra Maarif Nasziri Paga
hazretleri de umur-u masrifin terskkiai ve mekteblerin i1s-
lahy g§cin vus' ve iktidary derecesinde sarf-1 gayretden hili
kalmayacagin: hey'ete tekrar tekrar yemin ederek te'min eyle-
miglerdir.

Bunun lizerine biitiin efrad-1 Ummetin dehanindan Gikan
nida-y1 mesecitet etrafe velvele~-saz olmuy ve hey'et oradan
Adliye Nezaretine gitmiglerdir. Adliye Naziry iibuhetlu devliet-
lu Abdurrahmaen Paga hazretleri makam-1 usefanelerine geleme-
dikleri cihetle Misteyar-1 Adliye semahetlM Ahmed gikri Efen=-
diyhazretleriyle Dersaadet istinaf~1 Midde-i Umiamiyesi sema-
he tlu Necmeddin ﬁeyefendi hazretleri muvacehe-i hey'ete ge-
1erek irad-1 nutku wmiiteakib devlet ve memleke te hiisn~ii hiz-

met ve umur-u Adliyede kemalei adl vehakkaniyetle ifa-y1 va-

zife edeceklerine dair yemin etmiglerdir,
tgte dajre-i resmiyeyi ziyaret eden efrad-1 millet

her hatvede ziyadelegmekte ve her hatvede bir nida-y1 meser-
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Tet-i diger cirkarmakda idi.,

Yuzbinlerce halk Adalet Nezaretinden Harbiye Nezare-
tine dogru Divenyolu tsrikiyle gitmekde iken Babiali'yi zi-
yaret eden diger bir hey'ete ilkihak etmig ve o zaman sokak-
lar cidden temayasina doyulmayecek ve unutblmayacek bir hel
elmigdar.

Harbiye Nezureti meydanina varildigi esnada nezaret-i
miigarinileyhden beray.i istikbal gdnderilen bir bando muzika-~-
maryg-1 8li-yi Hemidiyeyi terenniim etmiy ve musl im-hiristiyan,
kadin-erkek yiizbinlerce helk "Yayassin Pedigahimiz, yagasin
Osmanli ordusu, yag§asin ganlil aeker kardeglerimiz, yagasin
hiirriyet" 8vazesini gdkiere gikermiglardir. Bunu miiteakab
Harbiye Naziry devlietlu Omer Riigdii Paga hazretleri bir nutuk
irad etmigler, deviete ve millete sadakatle hizmet edecekle-
rini matal-kasem te'min etmiglerdir.

Hey'et yiizbinlerce kadin erkek, biyik kiicik, miislim-
hiristiyan ahali ile birlikte makam-i mu'slla-1 Megihetpena-
hiye'azimet eylemiy ve orada Seyhulislam ve Mifti-l-enam se-
mahe tlu devletlu Cemaleddin Efendi hazretlerine bir nutuk
irad ederek beyanw-1 tebrikat eylemiyler ve miigarinileyh haz-
retleri de ahkim-1 ger'-i yerifi higbir kimsenin hatirina bake~

mayarak icra edeceklerini ma'al~kasem yemin etmiglerdir,

————y———

Sehrimiz muteberan #&iiccarindan Mehmed Balci ve kar-

desleri, Mehmed Karakay KardegleT, Kibar Ali, Kini Ipek¢i,

Mehpa re Selfénik Bonmaryesi sahiplerin onlexinde bir bando
]

mizika termnnim-saz oldugu halde Babovali'ye glerek Sadriazem

fehametlu devietlu Sa1t Paya hazretlerini 2iysret etmiglendir,
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Oreda bu heyet tarafindan jrsg olunan-nutka Sadriazem hazret-
leri ju mealde bir nutuk jile cevab vermislerdir:

"Tebrik8t-1 kalbiyenizi velinimet efendimize arz ede-
cegim. Irsaallah muhzuziyet-i seniyeyi mucib olacagini §imdi-
den tebsir ederim. Hissiyat-1 vatanperveranenisden dolayil sjiz-
leri tebrik edewek hekkamda gbsterilen tevecciihe de ayrica
tejekkiir ederim. Cenab-1 Allah ciimle - -+ atimizde muvaffak
bilhayr eylesun," Heyet Harbiye Nezaretine gitmig ve Nazir
devlietlu Yeviik P aga hazretleri:

*Bu, mahza-i velinimet bin-nimet efendimiz hazretleri-
nin ihsan ve lutf-u himayunlaridir, Hissiyat-i sadakd tkfrine-
nizin nezd-i Hihfnede mucibei mahzuziyet olacagyr bi-igtibahe
dir" mealinde bir nutuk irad eylemigtir.

Badehu Maarif Nezareti piggdhinda ed'iye-i hayriyye-i
Padigahl yad edilerek Harbiye Nezaretine gidilmiy ve orade da
Nazir devlétlu Omer Riigdii P-aya hazretleri erkfin-1 kirami ne-
nezaketle pencere oniinde shd-j mevki' eyledikten sonra bil=-
mukabele nutuklar teati edmiglerdir.

Badehu Bab=i Mesihat'e gidilmiy ve devietlu semahet-
lu geyhulislam Efendi hazretlerine hey'et tarafindan "Big
millet namina geldik. Ahk#m-1 Yer'-i Serife sadakestle hiz-
met edeceginize yemin eder misiniz" istirhami ilizerine miigar-
iinileyh hazretleri: |

"pil-fiil ve bil-nefs sadakatle hizmet edecegime ye-
min ederim" demiglerdir. Bunun Uzerine alkiyl.rla buradan in=
fikek edilerek Koprii'den Galat cihetine ge¢ilmisg, Banka-y1
Osmani Sniinde Tiirkge ve Fransizca nutuklar irad olunmugtur,

Bu hey'et~i muhtereme matbaamiza dahi gelerek nutuklar irad
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eyledikleri gibi mezkur magaéa Balci Ksrdegler Ticarethanesi
mistahdemininden Receb Sgbri Bey'i bilhassa beyan-i tesye kkii-
rat i¢in matbaamiza gindermislerdir.

Artik bu iki hey'eti, biitiin hey'et-i millet ta'kib
etti. Ylzlerce hey'et-i hamiyyet, yiizbinlerce vatanperver,
yuzbinlerce kadin, erkek, miislim hiristiyan Osmanli peyderpey
Babiali'ye, makam-l1 mu'alla-yl1 Meyihatpenshiye, Marbiye,
Adelet ve Maarif Nezaretlerine giderek orada ilan-:1 hissiyat
ve giikran etmigler ve viikela hazeraty devliet ve millete sadi-
kane ve hamiyyet-perverane hizmet edeceklerini ma'al-kasem
te'min etmiglerdir. Sadriazam fehametlu devletlu Sait Paya
hazretleri Harbiye Naziri devlietlu pasye hazretleri jile bir-
likte Babiali'den avdetleri.de arabalara yiizbinlerce shali
tarafindan ihata ve ta'kib edilerek alkiylanmiylardar.

Debistan-1 lraniyan talebesi dahi diin Harbiye Neza-
retine giderek {Yagassin hiirriyet, yagasin Mesratiyet, yagyasin
Sul tan Hamid) nidalariyle izhar-1 meserret eylemiglerdir.

(tkdam)in i'fa eyledigi vezife-i millete lutfen take
dir buyurnddugu i in diin ve diin gece matbasamiza binlerce sa-
hibei hamiyyet gelerek "Yagasin Padigahimiz, yagasin hiirri-
yet, Ya§581n matbuat" avezleriyle slkiglar icra ettiler,
Hakkimizda layrk oldugumuz derecenin pek ok fevikinde izhar
buyurulsn &sér-1 tevecciihe vicdanimizla, kalbimizle, ruhumuz-

la tegekkiir ederek Matbuat-~1 Osmaniye'nin ilelebed hizmete

muvaffakiyetini temenni eyleriz.

tslam ve Hiristiyan ecnebi ahali diin gece Tepebagi

Bahgesit'unde hﬁ;riyet. adalet veren Padisahimiza dualar etti-

ler. Tepebagr mizikasy marf-i Bli-iil-g1_4 Hamidf'yi terennim
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etdi. Bahgenin muzikesi Gnlerinde bulﬁndugu halde tahminen
sekiz-bine karib ahali din gkce saat dort buguk reddelerinde
Beyoglu Mutasarriflik Dyiresi oniine gelmiglerdir. Ciimlesinin
ellerinde rfy8t-i Osmani bulundugu halde gelerek Xanun-u
Esasi'den dolayl teb'az~-y1 géhfnenin nail oldugu hiirriyet ve
serbestinin kiymetini ber-fver- zeban eylemiylerdir. Umum
Osmanli taraiinden mikerreren "Zito, Viva, Yaga.Sultan Hamid"
sadalari ila olunmugtur. Canib-i mutasarrifdan "izhar etti-
giniz hissiyat-i minnetdariyi, hakipay-i géhaneye arz edece-
gim" kelime~i tatyibiyle mukabele eylmmigtir. Ahali muzika
jle biitiin cadde dolagarak ilan-1 sadl eylemigdir.

BUYUEADA'DA 1ZHAR-I SAD~-MAN1

Diin saat on ikide AdalarIa giden ldere-i Mahsusa yolw
culara dahi Kanun-u Esasi'nin bahg ettigi nimet-i hirriyetle
plir-negve olduklarl halde miitemadiyen (Padiyehim_gok yega)
ve (Yagasin hiirriyet) nidslarior ila ve iskelelere yanaytik-
¢a slkiglary tezyid etmiglerdir. Yplcular Biiyiikada'ya Gikin-
ca istilbale ¢ikan bir cemm'-i gefir kendileryyle yek-8viz
olmug vé hey'et Onde muzika oldugu, bir ¢ok kimseler elle-~
rinde bayrak tutduklari halde Hiiklimet pisgahina ve karakol
niine gitmiyler ve orada mevii'e miinagib nutuklar irad ede=~
rek bifdefaat (Padiyalim gok yaga) ve (Yagasin hiirtiyet)
Xanun-u Esasi) sadélariny tekrar eylemiglerdir.

(Yagasin

Nimayige igtirak eden binlerce kimse hamiyyet-perveraue ve

vatan-pe rve rane zemzemeleri 888l kén-1 gareng-i fsmén etmiy-~

ledir. Ahali Bijyiikada'nin en biiyiik caddelerini bu minval lze-

e
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Te muzika ile dolayarak geg vakte kadsr icra-i $ad-méng ey-

lemiglerdir,

TEVALI~- 1 MESBRRAT
(Ikdam, 14 Temmuz 1324)

Sehrimizde hal-i meserret diin de devam etmigdir. Yie
ne yehrimizin etraf-i1 efiBkinde diin gece, ge¢ vakte kadar
Yagasin Padigahimiz, yagesin; Padigahim ¢ok yagas hiirriyet,
adalet, millet sadalary aksetmigtir.

Diun gehrimigin anasir-1 muhtelifesini tegkil eden aha-

1i bizzat hak-i payi muhikk-aneye arz-1 jiikran ig¢in Yildiz Sa-
ray-1 Himayusu civarina giderek jizhar~1 sad-mani eylemigler~
dir. Mekiktibei Tobbiye-i §&8h8he, Hukuk, Dar-iil-fiinun, Mekteb-i
Milkiye, Darilmualiimin, Mekteb-i Sultani, Baytar ‘ektebi ve
daha birgok mektebler gakirdani, lstanbul, Beyogbu, Begiktasg,
Ortskdy ve ssirede bulunan gayr-i muslim mextebleri §akirdanai,
mﬁde;risler, talebe-i ulfim, manzumeler kiraat ederek Begiktag
tarikiyle Saray-1 Hiumayun civarina ezimet eylemiglerdir. Bin-
lerce halk refakatinde olarak azimet eden bu hey'et-i muhte-
lifenin ellerinde liva-el-Hamidi Osmani bulunmakda idi. Bay~
raklar iizerinde Padiyahim Gok yaga, yaga hiirriyet, adalet,
vatan kelimeleri ﬁuharrer bulunmakda idi. Bu hey'etler feve
feve ve onlerinde muzika bulundugu helde yiiriyorlar idi. Bu
takimlar Mabeyin Dairesi pisgahinda tecemmi' eylediler.
canibQi hazret-i Padigahidea, Teftij-i Askeri Komis-

yonu azasindan Yaver Ekren NHauzret-i gehriyar devlietlu Sakir,

yaveran-1 hazret-i gehr-iyardan Faruk, ssade tlu Sakir Paja-
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tarafinden ciimlesine selam-1 gahane ve muhzuzuyet-i milukane
tebyir edilmekde, Y11diz Saray-1 Himayunu civarianda bu mina-
bebetle mislim ve gayr-i miislim ylzbinlerce kadin erkek, mil-
letin &m8l-i halissnesine igtirak etmekde idi.

Zat-1 hagret-i miilukane, Mabeyn-i Humayun muzikasi-
nin khali i¢in miziks ¢almasini emir ve freman buyurduklarin-
dan Marg-) Hamidi ¢almig ve ahali tarafindan muzika alkiglan-
migdir. Mab yn~i Humayun Muzikasindan sonra ahali tarafindan
tekrar muzika istirham olunmug oldugundian lkinci Firkanin
Beginci Alay Muzikasi halkin pesine diigjerek latif havalarla
terenniim-saz olmug ve Seyjiktag'e kadar halki bu minval lizere
tegyi' eylemigtir,

Aksam saat on ikide sadrazam paga hazretleri refaka-
tinde Tahsin Paga hazretleri bulundugu halde Daire-i Mahsu-
sadaki pencereye gikarak selam-1 yahaneyi ahaliye tebligiey-
lemigler, ve ahalinin gosterdigi hisesiyat-1 hamiyyet ve sa-
dakatten dolayyr beyan-1 tebrikét ederek Sanun-u Esasinin ah-
k2m1 muhafaza edilecegini te'min etmiglerdir. Bunun lzerine
ghali tarafindan takdim-i tegekkiirat olunmug§ ve Sait Paga
hazretleri (Padigahim Gok yaya) diye dua eaince ahali tarae
findan ayni dua tekrar olunmugdur. Halk ssat bir raddelerin-
de yavas yavag degilmigdir. |

Diin Beyazit Meydaminda yizbin kadar ksdin, erkek,

miiglim hiristiyan musevi aheli verdi. Ecanibden nisvan ve

siikur pek goklari 0smanlilarin bu sur-1 milliyesiue igtirak

etmiylerdi. Burada nutuklar irad edilmig a)isglar tcra
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olunmu§ ve sonra bu hey'et-i muhtereme namina hak-ipayi sfha-

neye tegekkiri ve tstirhamaty havi bir telgrafname kegide ki~
liamijdir. Mabeynei Hiimayun Bagkitabesinden hey'ete cevaben

ber-vech-i 8ti telgrafname keyide edilmigdirs

Telgrafla Atebe~i Aliyeye arz-i ubudiyet eden
zevata:

Atebe~i Aliye-i Hilafetpenahiye telgraf-
name ile arz ve beyan olunan hissiyat ve teyek-
kirat-1 hakise~i ubudiyetkdri pek ziyade mahau-
ziyet-i seniyesi padipahiyi mucidb oldugunu:ve
velinimet bi-n-nimetimiz Padigahimiz Efendi-
miz hazretlerinin en biyiik 3m81i teb'a-y1 sa-
dika-1 §BhBnelerinin refah ve saadeti bulundu-
gundan sevketlu Padigahimiz efendimiz hazretle-
rinin vaz'! ve te'sis buyurmug olduklari Kanune~u
Esasi'nin tatbikatiyle Meclis-i Mebusen'in kii-
gadini emir ve ferman buyurduklarini ve teb'a-ya
yahanelerini canibinden hatt-i hiimayuneu miiluk-
anede ibraz olunsn mé'essir sadakatden pek ziya-
de memnun olduklsrini ve ciimlenizi selam-1 Sahae-
neyle taltif buyurduklarini tebgir eylerim.

Serkitip Hazret~i
gehriyari

TAHSIN

Bu telgrafnamenin Merkez Eunamdani devletli paga
hazre tleri vasitasiyle Mey'ete kiraat edilmesi de ciimle
emir ve ferman-1 padi$ahiden bulunmasiyle kumsndan paga da-

iresinden inerek bu telgrafnamenin okunmasinl hey’etden

bir gata rica etmigdir. Telgrafnamesin kirastini miiteakab

alkiglar icra olunmugdur.
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Mekteb-i Hukuk telebesi ellerinde Osmanli bayraklara

oldugu halde Bgbiali'nin Gniine gelerex Kanune~u Esasi'nin

mevki'-i tatbika vaz'indan dolay: nutuklar ired eylemigler-

dir.

Muahharen Beyoglu ve Galata Ermeni Mextepleri gakir-
danl yanlarinda muallimleri olduklari ve ellerinde réydt-1
zafer-i aydt-i Osmani bulundugu halde manzumeler ired etmig-
lerdir.

Meikteb~i Tirbbiye-i S8hine ve 1dadi ve Baytar mekteb-
leri gakirdani dahi ellerinde réyat-i zafer-i 8ydt-i Osmant
oldugu halde Babiali'nin Nallimeeeid Kapisindan girmigler
ve Meclis-i Mahsus-u Viikelfya mahsus dairenin oniinde dura-
rak nutuklar irad eylemiglerdir.

Alty: kigiden miirekkeb bir hey'et-i mashsuSa Sadriazam
fehame tiu devletlu Sait Paga hazretler]l tarafindan kabul edil-
mi§ ve hey'etin ifadesi istima' edildikten sonra Meclis-i
Viikela da buna dair iera-y1 miizakerat edilecegi ve verile-

cek kararin hak-i payi §ahsncye arz edilecegi beyan edilmig-

dir.

Diinkii giin dahi binlerce eshab-i hamiyyet matbaamiza
geldiler; Paaiyahimizi, XKenun-u Esasi'yi, hiirriyeti alkigla-~-
dilar. (Yasasin Padigahimiz! Yajasin hiirriyet!) nidalarini
ref' etdiler, Gazetemizin bu tevecciihe-layik olmadigl halde-
na'il olmasi bizi erbab-i hamiyyete cidden minnetd8r etdi.
Biitin kalbimiz ile tegekkir ederiz. Mekteb-i Txbbiye-i As-
keriye, Mekteb—i Miilkéye, Milkiye Baytar Mektebi gakirdanmi,

daha bir gok gengler, hamiyyet sahiplerinin na'il olduklary
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nimet-i hirriyet ve adaletin kiyme#ini takdir eyleyerek tas-

viri miumkin olmayacak bir suretde izher-i sirur eytemelerine

ve bu sirada matbuat-i Osmaniye ve bilhassa gazetemiz igin

bizce pek kiymetdar vir tevecciih ve muhabbet gtstermelerine
mukabil uhde-i sadakatimjze diigén vazifeyi dasima ifa etmeye

biitin kalbimiz, mevcudiyeti izle galigacagimizi beyan eyle-

riz.

Milkiye Baytar Mektebi gakirdani namina matbaamizda

kiraat edilen nutku ber-veche zir derc ediyoruz:

Cenab~-1 rabb-i mennan Padigahel kedirdan ve gehin-
gah~1 cihan efendimiz hazretlerini ila-ahr-el-v-
¥iran taht-j 3li-i baht-i Osmaniyelerinde pertev~i
efyan buyursun, Amin.

Biz ki her an Padigaher keremk8rimizin inayet-i bi=-
géyatina mazhar ve yimdi dahi adalet, miisavat, hiir-
riyet gibi ruheu beka-y1 deviet ve millet olan ta-
kim-1 eltaf-1 glinggun ile miitena'im oluyoruz. 0 Pa=-
digah-1 a'mim-el-ihasana ne kadar teyekkir etsek,
omiir ve afiyet-i gaheneleri iyin Cenab-1 Hakka kar=-
g1 secde-i glikrana ne xadar kapensak yine azdar.
Serbesti-i matbuat ahas-1 amal~i haliie-i enam,
sebeb-i yegane-i terakki~i vatandir. Hepimiz bir
vatan evliadiyiz. Hepimiz birbirimizi sevecegim,

hem de biitiin hissiyatamizle, kalbimizle, namusumuz=-
1s sevecegiz.

Biz baytarlar sihhat-i umumiye nokta-i nazarindan
velev ki ciiz’i olsun ehemmiyeti haiziz. Biz de bu-
giinlerde nail-=i refah-hal, mazhar-1 adalet ve miisa=-
vat olunca artik bunden sonra el birligiyle galiga=-
rak istihsal-i rizay-1 rab-mennan tesrir-i kalb
gehingah-1 cihan edecegiz. Devlet~i ebedkmiddet-i

ilahinin, millet-i muazzama-i Osmaniyenin buncazza=-

mandan beri perde-ji zulmet altinda mestur kalmn
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“alan efkfr-i ila-ma-yuh bugiin minkesif oldugu ci-

hetle cimlemiz %anun-u Esasiyi takdir ve miitessisyi
al-i tebarinini butiin hissiyatimizla takdis eyleriz.

Idare~i aliyenize merbesti-i matbuat namina beyan-i
tebrikét eyler ve nail-i muvaffakiyet olmenizi dile-

mekle beraber su ma'ruzatimizin ceride-ji feridenizle
negrini istirham eyleriz,

Seyyar TopGu Zabitan ve Efradinin Diinkii Sureu
Plir Slruru

Sabah talimi:

Beyoglu Kigla-y:r Humayununda aramsaze1 besalet seyyar
topyu zabitan ve efrad-; gszanfer-nihadi ta'lim programlara

mucibince her Pazar giinii saat on iki raddelerinde dahilt
ta'lim meydaninda Tophane~i Amere~i Muzika Bandosuyle icra
etdikleri resm~i ge¢id ta'limlerini diin yine kemal-i gevk ve
meserretle ifa etmiglerdir. Lakin bu mamnzara cidden giril-
meye layik idi. Sdyle ki:

Padigah-1 eyfak ve erhamimizin bahy buyurmu§ oldu=-
gu hiirriyet, istikbalimiz ig¢in s¢tiklari gehrsh-1 terakki-i
ulviyetten dolayi paydos borusuyle beraber bande tarafindan

terenniim edilen marg-1 Hamidiyi meteak;b verilen selam iga=-
reti ilizerine sematata kader yikselen:

npadigaham gok yaya",

0 avaze~-i messrzstl, fart-l sadakat, vatanperverane

{le o tertemiz kalbkerden kopup gelen o duayl mes'ade ti B

dik, miiste'id, gayyurT, fedakdr gabitan ve askerimize ne
]

bir mevcudiyet bahy ediyordu. Biitiin zabitan ve efrad yek-
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digerini tebrik ediyor. Galiyalim kerdeglerimiz! (aligaliml
Milletimizi, memleketimizi layirk oldugu mertebe-i kem&léta

is'ad i¢in gece ve giindiiz ¢aligalim! diye ilan-i gad-mani

ediyorlar ve bu jhtisasatei ulviye- mezkur kiglada bulunan
etfaiye, piyade ve nakliye taburlari ds igtirak eyliyorlar-
di. Hemen benab-1 rabb.mennan velinimet bi-n-nimetimiz sev-
gili bagkumandanimiz geviketlu Padigahimiz efendimiz hazret~
lerine bitmez, tixenmez Omurler ve afiyetler ihsan buyursun.

Amin,

BOGAZ 1GINDE

Hiristiyan mektebleri ile aileleri diinki gin $ir-
ke t-i Hariyye'nin 33, 48, 51; ve 19 numarall vapurlarin her
taraflarini defne dallary ve r8ydt-1 zafer-i ayat-1 Osmani
ile tezyin etmiglerdir. Vapurlar iskelelere muvasalatlarin-
da muzika tarafindin Mary-1 Hamidi terenniim-saz olmakta
onu miiteakib "Padigahim ¢ok yaya" duasi igitilmekte idi.
Mezikur vapurlar Bogazi¢inin her tarafini dolagarak Beykozia
gitmislerdir. Beykoz,Hiiklmet EKonagi Onlerine geldiklerinde
muzika tarafindan Marg-i Hamidi terennum edailmi§, ve "Padiga-
him G¢ok Yaga", "Yagasin Hirriyet" nidalarx teXrar olunmug-

tur. Aksam saat onbuguk raddelerinde avdet edilmigtir.

BUYUKDERE'DEN
Buyukdere‘'de her yerden bil-iltizam gelip toplanmig

binlerce tesnegan-i 2ilsl.; hiirriyet £8Tlk-1 ensm M
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Megsrutiyet ve ibraz-i siirur ve mefharet olarak Marye~l

Hamidiyi kaimen istima' etdikden sonra ilk defa olmak iize=
2o 9 0 v S

Te _ oldugumuz halde gcti-

ma'-i siyasiyede bulunduk.
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APPENDIX - B

BESA OYUNUNDA
(Tanin, 12 Agustos 1324)

KSpriiye ayak atdiam dakikadan itibaren biitiin bu
giiniin bozuk vapurlarini, hazret-i Nuh zamaninda ancak ola-
bilecek bir usvl-li iptidai ile ta'mir edilen Ada iskelemi.

zin, kirik Képriimizi, pejmiirde hal mémurlari, pis sokaklara
. ?

hiirriyeti bu kadar acaip tefsir eden cahil ekseriyeti unu~
tuyor, yarini diigiinmeye karar veriyordum. Sehir iginde bir
yerden Steye gitmek ig¢in ugun bir seyyahat kadar siiren yor-
gunluklari, arabalarda, tranvaylarda, hususiyle hi¢ bir ida-
renin gene mikyas olamiyaca¥:i kadar mudar olan Sirkeci Is-~
tasyonvndaki uzun intizarz, bunun cismen ve manen verdifZi
yorgunlugu, fiituru hissetmemeye karar vermigtim.

Simendifer Makrikdyiine miitevegcihen hareket etti-
#i zaman etrafims baktim. Sarklilarin biraz esrarli, biraz
mamum ruhlsri ile bir rabitasi olan o gayr-1 muntazam
sokaklaf. ¢arpik gurpuk, birbirinin listiine ¢ikmig siyah
evlerle iki tarafi muhat buldum, Biraz ileride delik de-
gik harap duvarlsr, tek tiik tiiten ince bacala bir iki kShne
fabrika, sonra bunlarin arasindan adalara dogru hi¢ vekari-
n1 bozmadan k¥plirerek skan mai dslgalar... Bunlari ilk
defa gdriyordum. Fakat bunlari gdrmemege, bu maziye ait
kiyafetlerin gdziimlizin Oniinden birer sinamatograf levha-
s1 gibi kapansrak kayip olduktan sonra yarinin dilfrid

zarif yeni cehreleriyle tasfire karar vermigtim. Ne kadar
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dilber bir sehir olacakta!

Makrik&yii'ne "besa"yi g3rmek igin ihtiyar edilen
bu seyahati hayalen parlak atimizde bir giin yapiyordunm:
G&zlerimi kapadim, tirenin ser'atiyle ¢Skiik damlar, virane-
ler, g3gecek sefil kahvehaneler, gamurlu soksklar, ugar
gibi umuk-u mazinin siyahliklarinda gdmiiliiyorlardi.

Burgaz iskelesinde idim., Rihtimain iizerindeki yegil
sarmagiklarini, mu'attar hanimellerinin sarildifi pembe
misafirhaneden halk vapurun vurudunu g8rmek ig¢in gakiyor-
du. Bir ¢ok beyaz tuvsletler birka¢ tane siyah cargaf varda.
Bilet gigelerinin ¥nii kalabaliklagiyordu. Yeni idareninm
temiz, tendiiriisat iki m'muru parlak diifmeli, kairmizi zih-
1i siysh kostimleriyle vapurun yanasacai k¥gsedeki parmak-
lagan baginda bekliyordu. Istanbul Seyr-i Sefain sirketi
daha yeni iglemeye baglamigti, Bir tiz diidiik seszini mii-
teakip beyaz boyali, seri uzvn bir vapurun "pide" adasinain
burnunu ddndiiy Telagsiz, sessiz fakat biiylk bir maharetle
rmhtima yanagti, Memurlar demir permaklai@i agtilar; Ben hale
kan ayaklarini ezen, kadinlarin fistanlarini lime lime eden
mahut tahta iskeleyi, ve onu siirikleyen hammallari ari-
yordum, Hammel namina -paket tagimak igin- kumpanyanin
iiniformasan: giymis zeki cehreli iki gocufun halk arasindas
dolagtiffana gBrﬁy;rduk. vapurun ksdinlara mahsus biiylik
temiz glivertesi dolu idi.Temiz uzun karapelerin iistiinde
geng, ihtiyer bir ¢ok henimlar kimi gazete okumakls, kimi
cantasindan ¢ikardifi bir igle meggul; bir kismi piiverte-
de kosusgarak ac;k ince esvaplari lizerine ipek sacgleri dafi-

lan zahih biinyeli negeli gocuklar ile beraber giilerek konu-
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garak geziniyorlarda.

Vapur Akdeniz'in kursumi, engin viis'ati {izerinde
sularl yararak, arkasinds beyaz mevecirleriyle figkiran
uzun bir hat dirskarak ilerliyordu. Anadolu sevahili a1i
kisanelori, morumsu miiphem renkleriyle uzanan tepeler
yum: gak hututiyle uzaklagiyordu. istanbul miidebdeb bina-
lara, dumanli simasina yiikselen narim zarif minareleriyle
Yaklagty ve bir kag¢ dakiksda limana girdik. En evvel nazar
1 dikkatimi etrafinda tahta kuliibelerden ari mu'szzam
niirtefi' demir bir koprii celbetti., Elektrikli taranvay-
lari, srabalari bin gehidden gelmis bim kayafette zengin
bir insan giliruhu, canli bir ticaret vesaiti bir taraftan
Sbiir tarafa daima akiyor, yemilesgiyordu.

Vapurlarain bir kismi Galsta rihtimina dbir biiyik
kismi da Sarayburau'aa tevsi' edilerek yapilan biiyik
Istanbul rihtamina ysmasiyordu. Vapurumuz syni sukunet,
aynl maheretle manevra ederek,ylizlerce yelkenlilerin, ka-
¥iklarinm, vapurlarin arasindan siiziilerek Galata rihtimi-
na rampa etti, Képriiniin bu basindan omnibiisé atlayarak
Sirkecifye kader gidiyorduk, Emindni, 0 eski mezbeleyi
teniyamadaim. Burade Bah¢e kapisina kadar uzayan vasi' ,
miizeyyen, temiz bir meydan vardi. Rihtimda bir ¢ok kiigiik
giizel vapurlar yanasip ugaklasiyordv. Yenicami' biitiin hag-
met ve azameti, biiylik kubbesi ile bu yenli meydans bir kiy-
met~-i tarihiye veriyor; rihtimin lizerinde sade biiyik bir
saet kilasi, orta yanda kanatlarin: a¢me, kollarini sema-
ya uzatms, canlanmlg zannedilen mermerden ssim musanna

bir hiirriyet heykeli yiikseliyordu. Postahanenin ¥niinde
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nihayetlenen meydanin bﬁyﬁk caddeye Gikan noktasinda onbir
Temm:z namina bir tak-i zafer gdriiliiyordu.

K8priniin {izerinden biraz sikisen izdiham bursda
a¢iliyor, mahtelif semtlere ayrilan omnibiis merkezlerinden
ruhtelif istikametlere dafiliyordu. X&gelerde vakur, ciddi
¢ehreli, yskalari ayyildizla, iniformalari, ellerinde yine
ayy2ldizli tiifekleri ile dik, c¢iddi polis memurlara g8riinii-
yordu. Miibareze-i hayasttas azalmamak ve mevki-ini futmak
i¢in kemal-i tehaliikle fakat kemal-i cesaret ve sevkle
kogusen halkin, ksnun kelime-i mukaddesesini anlamig olan
su milletin arasinda dolasan bu polis gehreleri tecessiim
etmig vazifeye bemziyordu. "XKanun namina" jihtariyle tiife-
2ini kaldirince yirmi kigiyi birden durdurabilecek polis-
ler, artik kadinlar da kaldirimlarin k8gelerine biiziilerek
s1k sdimlarls kendilerinden uvzaklagmafa sevk eden eski
ihtiraz ve mefreti uysndirmiyorlardi. Kendileri kadinlari
taciz etmek degil, Oyle bir fikir tasgiyscak kadar medeni.

yetten bi-nasip olanlari bile o muhterem tniformalara
gdriince kadinlara yol vererek savusuyorlardi.

.siﬁendifer durumca aklim basima geldi, ginesli
yollarda bizi siiriikleyen eski bir kira arabasi ile Makri-
kdyiindemillet bahgesindeki tiyatroya gidiyorduk. "Ah, de~
dimg bu tiyatroyﬁ da heyalimi bir ka¢ dakika evvel kopar-
digim atiden, gdrmiis olsam! " ve hemeh muhayyilem yakan
bir istikbalin teceddiitlerine terakkilerine dofru kanatlan-
da,

Bir gece fakat elektrifin biitin son tarz dilnisini

ile parlsndi¥1 miinevver bir gece hanimlars yeni bir piyes
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oynanacakti. Barici eski Panteon'u éakliden yapilmig cep~-
hesi mermer direkli biiylik bir tiyatronun miikellef merdiven-
lerinden ¢ikiyorduk. Eerkes gocupunu KXarspgdz'e, sinamatog-
rafa, cambaza gindermig oldufundan tiyatroya giris kemal-i
siikunetle oluyordu., Tavanlarda pek sanatli yazilar, ¢igekler
tersim eden elektrik ziyalara egik renk sade tuvaletleri
Orten beyaz, yumusak borezlu nagik viicutlari, pembe beyaz
kollarin sairame diigligiiyle setr ettipi giigel baglari biitiin
gagaa-i muranesiyle yikiyordun Koyu kadife ddsemeli loca-
larina dayanmig heniiz medeniyetin, sefahatin kirletmediji
taravetli, gen¢ simelar: tiyatroyu himcahing dolduran,
biitlin beyazlar iginde bliytik bir insan buketine benzeyeam
menleketimizin kadinlarina baktim, miitebessim, miigevves
¢ehreleri, bekaret-i ruhlari parlayan saf slinlari sade~
liklerini muhafsza ettikleri biraz yeknesak fakat nezih

ve shenktar tuvaletleri kargisinda kalbim derin bir if=-
tiharve minnetdari ile doldu. Fakat perdenin de oynayacak
piyesle miinasebeti vardi, Her Osmanll'nin kalbinde o kadar
ssima o kadar muharrem bir ubudiyet uyandiran hilal, giimiig-
ten biiyiik bir hildl, gine giimiisten bir yildiz ile koyu
kKarmiza bdbir ﬁumasln tizerinde parildiyordu. Sahnenin iki
tarafinda elektr;k ziyasayle hﬁrriyet, misavat, vhuvvet
yazily idi.

Orkestra basladi, Vatani tebcil eden mazenin bir
vekarla titresea aurlukelimeler, aazik hilal, hiirriyet mar-
81, 0 kadar iﬁcn hissiyatimizi oksayan milli have, bunu
ayakta dikilirkén bagka bir vecd ile pembelesen miitevazi'
fakat coskun gehreler, bu ziys, bu ahenkj bu rangin nermin
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kalabalik rulimu kavramig gimdiye k;dnr bilmedifi bile-
medZi bir istihrak, bir bihugi ile sarsiyordu.

Arkadagsim kolumdan gekti, Simdi hayel semasindan
kanatlarim kirilmsg siikut ediyordum. Ayaklarimizain altinda
¢lirik tahtalardan biri ¢ikmis aysgaimiz ic¢eriye batiyordu.
Locayyr degigtirdik, Bu defa Ustiimiizdeki locenin k3hne tgh-
talar, faimdik fistik kabuklarinin ¢itartisi ile karismis
daimi bir catairta ile bagimizan Ustiinde oynuyordu. Oyun
baslamigti. Tiyatro hincahing doluydu. Pek agz carsaf kara-
gan bu beyazlil kalabalaik yeknazarda g&ze pek hog goriinii-
yordu. Fakeata begte biri gocuk olan huzgzarda daimi bir
temevviic, bir hareket g3riniiyordu. Qocuklar, yer defigti-
riyorlarj; hanimlarin kimi ayakta aktlrlerin sesine rekabet
eden saticilari gaffiriyorlardi, Bir hamam caviltisi, aktir-
leri seslerini igittirmek i¢in bafirmays mecbur eden {igyis
a¥1zin dbirden findak kirigiy vardl.

tsitmez isem hi¢ olmazsa gdriiriim diye sahneye yii-
z{imti gevirdim, Bukadar muvaneeyle hiisp-ii niyetleri bozui-
mayan aktSrler, su iptidai piyasin kursurlarini unuttura-
rek yalniz mana-y: millisi ile herkesi aflatan parcalari
biitiin warlaklari ile oynuorlardi. Oyunla miinasebeti yirtik
dekorlaran arkas;pda aktdrlerin giyinigi, tiyatronun delik
tahtalarindan bedava oyun seyretmek ic¢in igeriye dalen
baglar g¥riiniiyordu. Somra daima bagima ¢atirdayarak beni
tehdit eden tavandan delife sikigmig bir iskerpin Skgesi
zihnimi megpul ediyordu.

Uciineii perdede o kadar hale miinasid giizel ciimleler

vardl ki bu miittehir kitlenin bir kism dinlenmek igin
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8tekileri siikunete davet efti..—Sun; sus ! Bana firancala
getirmedin...Ayol, bir saattir peynir bekliyordum.-Sus, sus.
A, susuzlvktan Sleyim mi ?.. ~Uzun sac¢li ki1g, otur bakayim
sendalyene... Fehim efendiden daha meshur olan francalsca
ile fandikqiya hitablar, sahneye arkasini dénmiis kemal-i
* hiddetle kollarani sallayarak sucuyu gafiranlar, el sgakir-
tilari, gocuk naleleri, kiskislar arasinda figiincii per de
kapandi.

Perde arasinda orkestra oyunun mevzu-una giiliing
bir surette bigane olan "Ki k1 ku ku " sarkis:i ile "ma
Gi¢" i calmays basladi, GSzlerimde iki damla yas dvdak-
lerimda men'edemedifim ssabi bir kahkaha dolasiyordu.

Besinci perdede Hirriyet Marsi'na ta'zim i¢in
bir iki istisms ile hemen herkes aysfa kalkti, Fakat fan-
dik fastik c¢atirdisi , localardan fahis bir su parasa
koparhak i¢in hsnimlarla pazarliges girmis olan sucularim
sesleri, bayrsklardan silahlardan, arnavut kostiimlerinden
irkerek ¢igliklarinin mabadlarina devam eden ¢gocuklar
garkinin bir kelimesini bile anlamafa mani' idi. Hele hig
mﬁnasebqti olmaden her misra’ arasinda ¢irpilan el sakir-
tilara!

Son perdeye dogru giiriilti ziysdelegti. En miihim
bir yerinde idi, fettah bey uyuyan oflunu 3ldiirmek mecbu~
riyet-i feci'esiyle onum baginda iken koluvmu afak miittehig,
miittehigz bir el asabi bir ihtilag¢la sikti. Yedi sekiz yasin~
da sari bemnizli, parlak zeki nazarli, gakaklari gerllmisg |
zayrf bir erkek gocuk, biitiin ruhu gdzlerine toplamig, sah-
neye bakiyordu. Silah gakartilari, bayraklar, kehramane s&z-
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ler, vatan sarhoslufu ile fitreyen bu marir bu hassas
kiiglik Osmanli'ya kolumy uzattim, omuzlarini okgadim. Ken-
disine benger birkag gocuk locamizin 8niindeki sandalye-~
lere gakmig, glriiltii arttikga g&zlerini kulaklarinm ayira~
madaklar: sahneden titreyerek kadinlars déniiyor, kemal-i
isyan ve istihkarla "sussaniza ya,!:" diye diye sikayet
ediyorlarda,

Bundan sonra istikbali iyi gdriinen tiyatro kumpanya-
larimiza ait bir ihtar hatirima geldi.Mevki' -i fiile ko-
aulabilirse muvaffakiyete dofru ilk sdim atailmig olur:
Evvela, digariya bir biife yapilarak saticilarin igeri
girmesinin men' edilmesi, Hanimlar perde arasanda digari
¢ikar yiyebilirler,

Bir de milletin veya devletin bir marsi veya
ilahisi lazimdir. EBlirriyet Margi s8ylenirken bir iki lo-
cade hanimlar kimildamadilar difer bir locada mavi tuva-
letli bir madam ayak ayak {izerinde bir vazl-i miitekebbirane
ile oturuyordu., XKendisinin ecnebi olmasi ihtimali diigiiniie
lirse de bu ihtimsl bir mazeret olamaz. Bir Fransiz icti-
matinda "Marseyez" ¢alinirda herkes ayafs kalkarsa huzzar
arasinda bir Tirk, Bir Alman yashut Rus ds keide-i neza-
kete biaeten kiyam eder.

Tiyatrodan ¢ikerken kendi kendime: " Tiyatro karik,
sahne levazimi eksik olabilir." bunlar zamanla diizelir,
fekat aktdrlerin o kadar hiisn-ii niyetle severek cynadiklara
milli bir par¢anin en vatanperver pargslerinda hissiz bir

lakaydi ile yemig¢ileri ¢afaranlar... Bunlar dizelir mi ?"

dedim,
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Donligte memleketimiz, kadinlarimiz igin gelirken
daldiim tatli haysllere dalmafa cesaret edemedim? Ruhumda

garidb bir kesl ve fiitur varda.

Halide Salih
Burgaz: 1 Apustos 1324
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APPENDIX -~ C
DUNKU HAL

(Volkan, 1 Kisan 1325)

Diin sabeh Kadikiyii'nde Misirlioflunda vasilea
sem’ -1 teessiifiim olan bir haber, bila-ihtiyar: eyvah ey
zealim sokek ! Akibet-i millet-i mazlume-i lslamiye’'ye kan
aglatacaksiniz, o pek toplanmig esrar-amiz, miilbhem ima-
larla kederlerle, eseflerle musshabelerden sonra etraftan
heyecan engiz istihzalar birbirini takip ediyor. Helecan-i
derunum miitezayed oluyor idi. Bu aksam, evet: Bu aksam
Istanbui'da bu vukuat-2 miiellime guhur etmis. Ruh madde
mechul, gece silah seslerl Istanbul‘'u titretmis, memleket
Yerinden oynamis,. Bu haberler beni korkutdu.

Bir an evvel Istanbul'a ge¢ip esas meseleyi anlamak,
igin hekikatine Xkesb-i ittila etmek igin vapurun hareke-
tini sabirsizlikla bekliyordum,

Mibhem, miibhem nezarlar, hukukeu umumiyeye te'sira-
timiz . ilka ediyor. 1gte: ruh-u . bu he-
lecan-1 vatanperverane ile kaivranarak nihayet Kdprii'ye
vasil oldum. _

Basdigim yerlerl gérmeyerek Kdprii'niin Yeni Cami'
cihetine tekarriib ettim., G&zlerime iligen miidhis dir levha
karsisinda birdenbire irkildim, kaldim. Memleketimizin
heykel-i felaketi olan bu kanli: levha milletimizin istike
balinden adeta beni mevmid etdi, Xulaklarimda ufultular

hasil oléu. Heniiz mes'elenin ne olduunu bilmeyerek ve



155

rereye gidecefimi ta'yin etmeyerek Képrﬁ basinda ilk tesa-
diifettigim bir arabaya bindim ve yalniz ¢ek, emrinden sonra
arabanin ig¢inden etrafi teftige basladam. Hamidiye Tiirbe-
si’'nin Oniinden gecerkem ganli, miicessem-i hamiyet bir olay ,
evet: nizam ve intizemiyle gibtabshga-i dikkatimi celbetti.
Dur! Arabaci dedim. Onlar, o mukaddes, o dindar, o seci!
askerler parlak siingiileri elleripde olduitu halde saf, saf
toplanmiglar gdrigliyorlar.

Ic¢lerinden zeki, haluk, fatin olduZu anlasilan
nasiye-i Umid-bahgasindan anlagilan bir bascavus: Arkadas-
lard Millet bizi dinimiz i¢in, vatanimiz ig¢in besliyor.
Bugiin biz dinimizi vetemimizi, hem de bizi besleyer mille-
timizi, din kerdeslerimizi vatan kardeslerimizi Seref So-
ka1 sdamlarindan bes on zabitim hatiri ig¢in ayefimizain
altina slirsak bizden Alleh da razi olmaz, peysamber de.
Bugiin biz ya %lmeliyiz veyshud Seref Soka¥i'min hatirasa
icin millete zulm eden Sadr-1 azam, Harbiye Naziraini ka-
bul etmemeliyiz. Iste asker kardeglerimbugiin, yarain ve
daima milletden baska kimseye esir olmayalim., Yalniz mile
letimize ssdakat gdsterelim, diyorduv: sem'-i iftihar ve
ibtihacla istima' ettifim si nutk-u garrs, berndeki tesir.

leri te'essiirleri tamamen igale etdi. Altiy, yedi yiiz sene-
den beri sanlyla; zaferiyle, namuzuyia, istikametile,
vekariyle, szametiyle, heybetiyle, dehgetiyle Avrupalilara
gibtalars diigirer bu Osmanli eordvsunu arsbanin iginde
ksimen alkisladim ve "Yagasin Osmanli sskerleri" diye

biitiin ruhumla, kalbimle takdir ederek dushsn oldum. Artik



156

bu levha-i mukaddeseyi su nutk~u miibecceli g8rip isitdik-
ten somra bende te'essiirden, kederden, gamdan, merakdan
eser kaimamigéi. Kalben ferih, fahur olarak arsbaciye gek!
igaretini tekrar etdim. Pakat sevincimden sraba i¢inde
duramayarak Sofukgesme Telgrafhanesinim Sniinde indim, Mey-
dan, Xelabalik oldu Bu igin Ayasofya Cami’-i gerifinin
meyyit kapisi tarafindan Mebusan Dairesinin &niinde
heybet numa-yi azsmet olan sanli askerlerimizim arasina
sokuldum, Musahabat-i dindaraneleri (Bige gsapka giydirmek
isteyen millet reisi Riza Efendi'yi, memleketi nifaka,
fesada digirmek ig¢in ¢aligen Hiiseyin Cshid Efendi'yi, mil-
leti terk edib de Seref Sokai'mi iltizam eden Sadriazam,
Harbiye Naziraini istemeyiz, Meclis—i Mebusan ne yapacaksa
Seriate tetabbuk ederek yapmali) s8zlerinden ibaret., lste
bu s¥zler fahrime~i ibtihacima badi oldu! Meserretimden
esk-i sadi dokiliyordum,

0 anda idi ki askerlere boru ile "Selam dur!" emri
verildi. Askerler kemali-i tevazu' ve edeble selam durdular,

Siingiiler, biitiin celadetile birer seyf~i
Seriat kesilmis parliyor, nur-u Seriatden birer mumune gibi
enzar-1 temasayr kamagdiriyor, muntezam bir avaz umumun
nazarlaraini celb .etti...

Mebusan Dairesimin 8nil bembeyaz kesildi. Herkesde
hissiyat-1 diniye géleyana geldi. Rir tarafdan "Yagzasan
Sariat-i garré-yl Muhammediye" diye feryad ediyorlar,
bir tarafdan da Allah, allah diye figan ediyorlardi,.

Ey Ummet-i Muhammed!

tste: Goriiyorsunus ki dirka¢ aydan beri Seref Soka-
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gimin jstinad etdikleri gu samla siingiiler bugiin hakikati
anlayarak o merdud sokak tarafindan ififal edildiklerini
ldrak ederek hakikate riicu' ettiler,

Biz de hakiki olarak galisalim, usul~ii megveretin
ger'~i gerifinahkam-1 miinifindea buiuaduffuru iyi bilelim
ve usul-ii megveredi elden birakmayalim, Seriat ve kanun
shkamina talib olanlar kanun ve §eriate tecaviiz edemesz,

Bunun igin kimsenim siibhesi olmasin, Ysul~ii meg-
vereti istemeyenler hakk-i tegls indinde menfur olur,

Ey! Milleti-i necibe~i Osmaniyeyi menfaat-i sah-
siyeleri uPrunda nifakas diigirmek isteyen zalim sokak! Sen
kendini Riistem-i zal zann ediyordun, milleti bazig¢e yapmak
istedin, orduyu siyasiyatla istigal etdirdin. Kendini devw
aynasinda gdrdiin, Alenen ben 2ulm edici bir zalimim dedin.
Fakat: Sen evet;

(Sen emin ol bulmaz elemde kemal ve itibar itba‘
etmezse her kim Mustafa kanununa Hiksumet-i diinya bilinmez
vakit olur ki dehr-i dun Riistem~i Zali bile mahkum eder

madununa)

TLutfi
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APPENDIX D
31 MART IHTILAL-1 ASKERIST
(11 NISAN INKILABI- BOLUM II)

31 Mart sabahi, Istanbul afekini dehsetler icinde bara-
kan miitevali tiifenk sadelari ile infilak etmisti. Gece saat ye-
dide baslaymn 1isyanel askeri gittikce tevessii’' edivor, askar
Ayasofya lMeydanina feve feve toplaniyor, yesil, sivah, bevaz
bayraklar bu 1syan-i1 askeri miirettiblerinin fikirleri kadar
miigevves bir halde Ayasofya Meydaninda temevviic ediyordu. Ar-
tik herkes sokaklara firlamieti. Ihtilalir ilk nicane-i heye cas
engizi olan tifenk sadalari halki tamamen ikaz etmis, herkes
bu nagihani ihtilelin esbabini anlamak ig¢in mitereddid hatve-
lerle ilerliyor, sabahim siikunet seheri iginde Ayasofya Mey-
danins dofru miisellah askerlerin, hocalarin kafile kafile
gittikleri gérilliyordu. Otede, bu kalabalagin miitevali cere-
yanlary: erssinda, kirmizi fesli, pantalonu yirtik, fesi pilis-
kiilsiiz, parmaklari potininden ¢ikmis bir serserinin bed-mes-
tane, asiyane bir tavir ile Seriastden bahs ettigi igitiliyor,
beride bu 1syanin elim mticeler ihdas edecefine mutma'in
bir vatsnperver, melalalud, endisenak bir sima ile diiggmiiyor,
ve bu ihtilalin biitin safhatani tedkik i¢in kefileler srasim-
de ilerlivordu. Ayasofya Meydsni sari elbiseli, parlak siingi-
1#- Avel Taburu efradile dolmustu. Ceplerini altunlerla doldu-
ran bu asiler, Seriétin birer kehramani kesilmiglerdi. RBiitiin
gsker Ayasofyas Meydanini ihata etmis, sokak baglariny tutmus,
hoealardan bagks kimsenin gé¢mesine niissade etmiyordu. Sul-
tanahmed Bahgesinin 8nii Sanayi' Alayia Silibyan bdliikleriyle

kusatilmigti. Vatanin bu nankdr ¢ocukleri, ellerinde martin-
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ler, muttasil oynuyorlsr, yilasaik, gamarik bir sima ile tii-
fenklerine daysniyorlar, Aveai Taburlari neferlerinin biitiin
emirierine miinkad oluyerlardi. Ayasofya tigydanini, Divanyelu
etrafini ih#ta eden bu asi askerler arasindan higbir kimse
gegemiyor, polisler giiya bu hareket-i isyaniyede idare-i
inzibata memur imigler gibi bir fasliyet-i fevkalade ile as-
kerler arasinda dolsgiyorlardi. Utede bir jandarma, fesini
arkaya yikmig, tifengini omuzuna almis, alnindan akan terle-
ri siliyor, diZer tarafdan siibyan efradina nutuklar irad edi-
yor, ve bu hakimiyetinden memnun, miifthehir saflar arasainda
dolasiyordu. Sonra birkag¢ Avci neferi kislalara kosuyor, ig-
fal ettifi neferlerle beraber Divanyolundan geciyordu. Belk
bu ihtilel-i askerinin biitin esrarina gayr-1 vakif Divanyo-
lunda gittikce tezyid ediyor, Harbiye Nezareti civari ssi as-
kerle malamal oluyordu. Isyan-i askeriyi bastirrmak artik im-
kan haricine gelmigti. Hassa kumandami bu ihtilalin bir an
evvel oSniinii elmak istemisg, fakat iarbiye Nezirimin tereddii-
dii, Sadriazamin korkakligia higbir tedbir ittihazaini te'min
edeczemisti. Thtilal gittikge tevwssii' ediyordu. Kiglalarda
zabitler parc¢a parca ediliyor, nasihaate ciir'et eden zabi-
tan iki kurs-'nla sttan digiiriiliiyordu. Bu cinayetler gittikge
tezayiid ediyordu. Bir zabit K&prii'de caniyane bir suretde
katl edilmig, aksamlara kadar sokek ortalarinda yatmis, ara-
bacilar bir ta'assub~u zalimane ile bu bedbaht kahramani ta-
simakta n igtinab ediyordu. Artik biitiin sokaklar shali ile
dolmusg, Divenyolu'nun krlabali@i fevkalade tezayld etmigti.
Saat bege dogru verd: ki, uzakdan beyaz bembeyaz bir kafile
gdriindii. Bu kafile, sairf hotalardan miirekkebdi, Kafilenin

etrafinda uz:n boylu, ginegden ylzleri ysnmis askerlerin
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keskin kasaturalara perliyor, Oniinde. bir beruzan Ayasofya Mey-
| danina dogfru boru g¢alaivordu. XKafilenin ntinde, ig¢inde, etra-
finda pejmiirde kiyafet, aya#i ¢iblak, taassubundan gildirmak
derecelering gelmis cehel-i avamin bafira bagira gittikleri
gdriilliyor ve biitiin bu velvele-i uzma iginde aheste, hafif
tekbir sadalari igsitiliyordu.

- Bu kafile Ayasofys lieydanini tarmamen doldurmus, as-
kerden ne istedikleri sual olummugtu. Asker dért gey talebd
ediyordu:

-1+ Kabineni sukutu,

2. Mebusandan bazilarinin mijba'deti,

3. Ahkam-1 ger'iyenin tamamen tatbiki,

4,  Alayla zabitasnin yerleriné ta'yini.

Fakat bu dort arzu, istibdada iasde ig¢in tamemen kafi
idi. Asker bu arzunum sas@ yediye kadar ifesini talep eyliyor,
bu esnada cinsyetler ika‘'inda hali kglmiyordu. Binsy-1 rabba-
niyi zalimane bir suretde yikmek cesaretini gésteren bu
deniler, ceble ine doldukduklara riigvetler te'siriyle Seri-
atden, adaletden tehs ediyorlardi. Artik tiifenk sadalari Is-
tanbul afakinds medid taninler husale getirmefe baslamisda.
Cebhaneler c¢atir c¢atir kariliyor, silahlar harisane ysZma olu-
nuyordu. Vatan, millet, hirriyet tkhlikede bulunuyordu. Her-
kes ikiser licer toplemmis, bu ihtilalden mﬁte'essirané bahs
ediyor, ssi asker kursunundan kurtulan geng, vatanberver za-
bitlerin sivil elbisﬁlerle gezdikleri gériliiyordu. Biitiin du
asi neferlere ne istedikleri sual olundufu zaemen: Seriat is-
teriz! diyorlar, faket bu taleblerini muhikk g&sterecek hig-
bir delil gosterereyérlardi, Ayssofya Meydanimda, beyaz g¢i-
cekler agmafa baglayan kestane afaglarinin latif gdlgleri al-
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tinda sari elbiseli askerlerin siingiileri parlayor, biitiin ha-

rekat Avei Taburlarindan iki gavus tarafindan idare olunuyor-
du. Bu gavuslar biitiin askere kumandanlik ediyor, ma‘'iyetie-
rinde birkag neferle bir boruzan bulunuyordv. 1ki gavusun bir
vaz'-1 vakurane ile #erdikleri emirler tekmil efrad tarsandan
kexal-i siir'atle icra olunuyordu.

O gin Meclis-i Mehusana gelen kebuslarin mecmu'u an-
cak kirka balif olmustu. Mebuslardan bazilari vatanin tehli-
kede bulunduffunu beyan ediyor, usatain arzularini is'afdan
bagka gare olmadifi der-meyan olunuyordu. Fakat kslblerde cay-
gir olan endise ve heyecan, keral-i siikunetle icray-i miizake-
reye mani oluyordu.

Mebusan, miizakerat ile mesgul olduu sirada sinpiili
ieferlerle‘beraber bir hey'et-i ilmiyye Mebushkn.salonuna da-
hil olmwstu. Her tarafds azim bir heyecan hiikiim-ferma oluya
du. Dicaraida, Ayasofya Meydaninda, sari elbiseli Avci nefer-
leri, peJmiirde kiyafet, beyaz sarikla hocalar bir seylabe-i
bukelamun halinde daimi bir tagpasyan i¢inde bulunuyor, aci a-
c1 sami'aya aks eden boru sadalari miitemadiyen tekerrir edi-
yor, askerl in miidhig avézeleri tiiyleri iirpertirordu.

‘Bebusandan bazilari Babzali ile, Harbiye Nezareti
ile muhavere ediyor, Feclis-i Mebusanda kabineye ademfi itim-
mad fikirleri ileyirye sﬁrﬁlﬁyofdu. Bu sirada birkag nefer
parlak singiileri, mahi-i hayat tiifenkleri ile igeri girmis-~
ler, meramlarina ifham edemeyecek bir cehalet sarfa iginde
havf ve tehdid emareler godsteriyorlardi. Hey'et-i murshhasa-i
ilmiyyeden bir zat, asi askerlerin siingli uglarina giivenerek
kiirgi-i hitsbete gikmis, cehilane, asiyane bir nutukla bu

asi eskerlerin hissiystina tercemen olmak istiyordu. Vatanda
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$eriat olanca ahkamiyle cari oldugu halde mebusena Seriat der-
8i veriliyor, fakat disarida, sokak baslarainda kisla avlula-
rinda bin tirli cinayetler ika' olun-yordu. Insan biitiin bu
cingyetleri, biitliin bu mezalimat-i gayr-i mesru'ayi diisiindfik-
¢e Seriat namina feryad etmekkden kendisini alamiyordu!

Bu nukk-u cahilane hitam bulur bulmaz, kir seskalli
bir binbagi mebusan siralarina gikmis, milheyyic, tehdid-amiz.
bir sada ile Seriat ufrunda feday-i can edeceZini sbyliyor-
dv. Fakat nutkun nihayetinde ¢oluk gocuk sahibi oldufunu,
a¢igs girkarilmis bulunduffunu bir sefvet-i cahilane ile beyan
eyledifgi z-man, kendisinin Seri#t ugrunda degil, milletin
uliivv-cenab) sayesinde her zamsn bulabildigi nan ve nimeti
inkar ederek hirs ve ta'am: ufrunda kanlar dbkmek istedigini
ifham ediyordu.

Mebusan, bin tiirlii ricalarle bu hey'et-i murahhasayi
¢rkarmafa muvalfak olmug, nihayet kabinenin isti'fa etmesine
karar vermisti. Neferler ise muttasil telgrafa miiracaat edi-
yorlar, Sultan Hemid'in gelmesini musrirvane, tehdidkarane
taleb ediyorlardi. Birkag defalar: "Sultan Hamid geliyor!®
diye sayialar ¢ikmis, hiinkar locasa temizlenmis, fakkt Ab-
dulhamid Yildiz Sarayinda kadinlar arasindan disarl ¢ikmamis-
ta.

Ayasofya Meydaninda kalabal1k‘gittikqe tezayid edi-
yor, sokaklardan gegmek imkﬁnfharicine gelivordu. BRir taraf-
dan siingiileri takmis neferler, terler iginde, higbir tarafa
bskmayarak akin skin geliyor, diger tarafdan meydana dahil
olan klt'alar.qavuglar1n emiiyle kendilerine gdsterilen yer-
lerde ghz-1 me¥ka' ediyorlardi. Uzakdan yavag yavas, sarar-

mig, bembeyaz'benizleriyle birka¢ mebus goriinmege baglamisti.
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Her mebusun refakatinde iki nefer gidiyor, fakat mebuslarda
azim bir tereddiid niimayan oluyordu. Bunlsr kah ilerliyor,
kah gerilemek istiyor, kendilerini her tarafdan ihata eden
6lim tehlikeleri iginde heyecan-enpiz, fakat bitabane adaim-
larla ilerliyorlardi, Bir miiddet sonra bi- araba durdurul-
mus, geng bir mebusa arabadan inmesi teklif ediliyordu. Sin-
giiler tehdid-amiz bir suretde ilizerine tevcih ediliyor, bu
muhterem mebus tiifenklerin iizerine do¥ru tevecih edildigini
gériir gormez: Ben Cahid depilim, sSze isbat edeyim! diye

me ‘yusane bir feryad ediyordu; &tede bagke bir nefer: O'dur,
8ldirtin! diye baffariyordu; o za sn mavzerler bossnmiyor, siin-
giiler kanlara boyaniyordu. Insan keni d&kmek bu asi neferler
i¢cin biiylik bir muveffakiyet idi. Bunlar vatanin muhtepem ev-
lddlarini bu suretle telef etmefe muvaffak olunca, derhal
havaya tiifenk stmaya basliyorlar, ¢ zaman siviller yi¥in yi-
#in kacisiyorlar, bir miiddet somra bu feci' cinayetleri
gérmek icin tekrar toplamiyorlardi.

Artik aksam olmaga baslasmisdi. Asker higbir karar
ittihaz edememis, ortalik azim bir heyecan iginde kalmigdai.
Zulam-1 leyl Ayssofye'nin cesim kubbesini bir heyula-ya1 mu'-‘
azzam halinde gésteriyor, hava gazlarinin D\
bitesbanesi altinda kasaturalarain perladigy gériiliyordu. Va-
tani bu 1syen-1 elim ile perisan etrege tegebbiis eden Vahde-
ti, bacina yesil bir sarik sarms, hoca kiyafetinde, singil
pariltilari arasinda dolasiyor, elinde yesil bir bayrak,
safdil, asi askecrlere Seriatden bahsediyordu. O zaman, vatan-
daslarinin kaniarlnl icin bu meferler bir teslimiyét-i din-
darane ile kosuguyorlar, Vahdeti'nin elini &pmek igin birbi#

riyle rekabet ediyorlsrdi. Vahdeti, bir vaz-1 vakurane ile
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askere emirler veriyor, bu emirler derhal kata'ate teblip
ediliyordu.

Gece olmafa baslamig, tiifenk sadalari el'an nihayet
bulmamisti. Kabineyi devirmeye, erbab-i iktidari katl etme-
ge muvaffak olan neferler, simdi yeni kebineye intizar edi-
yorlsr, Ayasofya Meydanini dolduran asiler fevc fevc Sirke-
ci'ye dogru ilerliyorlardi. Sokaklar gittikce kérarlyor,
zulam-1 leyl her tarafa istila ediyordu. Ayasofya tarafin-
den, Sirkeci Onlerinden boru sesleri, silah patirtileraz isi-
tiliyor, arsda sirada: ok yasa! sasdalari gecenin siikunet-i
binihayesi iginde tanin-endaz oluvordu. Artik asker arsusu-
na tamamen na'il olmugdu. Harbiye Naziri depigmig, gece sa-
at {igde biiti'n asker kislalarina avdet eylemisdi. Fakat bu
avdet pek velvele-enpglz idi. Bir tarafdan tiifenk sadalari
miitemadi hagyet-aver bir muharebeyi andiracak vechile saat-
lerce imtidad ediyor, diger tarafdan Abdulhamid-i zalimin
mars) uzakdan uzafa akis-endaz oluyordu. Gece saat bese dog-
ru icra edilen bir ateg, herkesde azim bir heyecan husule
getirmisdi. Leylin zulam-1 binihayesi iginde helul ve miite'-
essir hig¢bir tarafa kaimildamayen halk, bu mgharebe-i leyli-
yeyi hiqbif geye haml edemiyor, fakat ertesi sabsh bunun
binihaye bir siiru dan ibaret oldugunu aﬁlay1nca havf ve he-
Yecanindan ne yapacagini sagiriyordu.

1 Nisan sabahi, yine tiifenk sadalari ile infilak et-
migti., Bir giin evvelli cimayatin tevall etmeyecegine miitma-
in olan halk miitereddidane, miitecessine hatvelerle ilerle-
digi esnada yani basinds biitin hayvaniyetini izhar eden bir
neferin higbir t#rafa bakradan havaye ates ettifini gdriliyor-

du. Bazan bu nefer kafileleri arasina karisan hocalar, 6aniin-

d
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deki neferin kursunlariyle telef olunuyor, ve bu cahil asiler
arasinds pantalonu diismiis, fessiz, peJmirde kayafet cocuklar,
asi neferlerin boyunlarina asdiklari tifenk dipgiklerinden
tutmuglar, bir sevk-1 tifilane ile ilerliyorlarda,

| Sehrin hiicra kdselerinde, mektebli zabitan aleyhine
icra~i cinayetler birbirini vely ediyordu. Cahil Hr nefer,
sokakda tesadif ettifi mektepli Bir binbasiyl kursunla telef
ediyor, birkag nefer genc bir zabiti zavcesinin gdzl Ontinde
pargaliyord~. Blitin bu ihtilal, medeniyete, terakkiyst-i
fikriyyeye, fikr-i hiirriyete karsa icra ediliyordu,

Pahriye efradinin cinayetleri akla hayret verecek
bir dereceyi bulmugdu. Bes on nefer biihtanlar, iftiralarla
vetanperver bir binbasiyl yakalemiglar, Yildizia, Abdulhe-
mid-i zalimin dniine getirmislerdi. Abdiilhamid, muzlim, istib-
dad-alud simasiyle pencereye ¢ikmig, neferleri isticvadb et-
mig, sonra bir isaret etmisti. Bu kafile-i hasarat ic¢inde
bitab, sararmis bir halde duran binbasi, artik ondan sonrsa
miidhig bir taarruza dugar olmusg; bir nefer, siingiisiini kar-
nina saplamig, diger beynini parg¢alamis, difer biri de boy-
nuna bir ip takarak siliriikliiye siliriikliiye gdtiirmiig, fiihayet
bicare éehidi agaclara saldb eylemigdi., Abdilhemid bu geci'
cinayetlerden kat'iyen miite!essir olmamis, altunlar, miicev-
herlerle doldurdufu sarayina kemal-i siikinetle avdet eyle-
misgdi. _ |
Yildiz'da bu winayetler ika' olundufu esnada, Is@an-

bul 'da (Surey-1 Ummet), (Tanin) idareheneleri yagma ediliyor-
du. Divanyolu'ndan gegen hocalarin, askerlerin, esafil-i
nésin élinde, parcalenmis, burusmug Tanin gazeteleri gdrii-

liiyor, &si bir asker biiyllk bir matbaa mekinesi ylklenmig,
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miisterrihane ilerliyordu. Artak hicbir nizamdan, higbir ka-
nundan korku kalmamisdi. Neferler, gazetelere ilaveler nesr
ettiriyor, tessadiif ettiZi zabite siddetli bir tokat indire-
rek cebinden rovolverini gasb ediyordu. Utede bir nefer za-
bitana pantelonunu ¢Szdiirliyor, ahalinin boyun ba¥larini keo-
pariyor, kahvehaneden fesimleri ¢ikariyor, gramofondan hiir-
riyet plaklaran: kairiyordu. Reride Seriat isteyen diger bir
nefer meyhsnelerde, umumhanelerde silshina birakiyor, vahsi-
yane cinsyetler ika'a ediyordu., Sokaklarda mektepli zabitan
- namina higbir ferde tesadif edilmiyordu. Bu ihtilal-i aske-
rinin kehramenlarini teskil eden bazi alayl: zabitler yaila-
saik bir sime, ta'lim ve.terbiyeden mahrum bér vaziyetle so-
kaklarda dolagiyorlar, kislalari meyhane haline getiriyor=
- larda. Artik imtizam mahv olmug, hiirriyet elden gitmis,
millet rahm ve gefkatden mshrum, adab-1 diniyeye gayr-1 va-
kif, para ile Seriat isteyen neferler eline kslmisdi. Gaze-
teler biitin nefer-varakalariyle mali gikiyordu. Beriden bir
nefer tessttiir hakkinda ihtar-nameler mesr ediyor; dteden
bir ¢avus bigare bir kadinin sa¢larini keserek vahsetler ic-
ra ediyordu. Bu neferler milletin nazarina artik birer asans-
var gibi gériinmege baglmmagdi. Inssn bu natik hayvanlara el-
lerindeki siingiilerle pargalamak, sehid diigen zabitlerin in-
tikamina onlardan_almak; bu asi askerleri mahv etmek isti-
yor, .0 zaman biit'm kuvvayl bitab birakan acz-i kiilll biitiin
emelleri zir-ii-zeber ediyordu.

Abdiilhamid bu hallerden som derece memnun oluyordu.
Artik irsdeler Yildiz wenba-1 istibdadindan sudur etmeye bag-
lamig§.avf-1 umumi ilen edilmis, Babialiye mabeyinciler gdn-

derflmigti., Abdiilhamid, bu asi askerlerin avaze-i sliruru i-
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ginde ilk istibded selamliffani icra etmig, fakat askerin av-
deti ahali beyninde yeniden heyecanlar tevilid eylsnigdi, Is-
tibdad biitin mezalimiyle tevali ediyor, millet ve hiirriyet

asi neferlerin yed-i hainanesinde bulunuyordu.

Istanbul ihtilaeli tagralarda gayet amik bir te'sir
husule getirmisti. Istihsal-i hiirriyet igin senekerce kan
déken Ikinci ve Ugiinci ordular bu haber-i felaketi alir al-
maz ordularda azim bir tagayan-a istikajhusule gelmig, mehd-i
hiirriyet olan bu ufuklari renk-i dilaviz-atesini ilizerinde
siingiiler parlamaga, kiliglar gaskirdamsga, kalbler heyecan-i
vatanperverane ile uzun uzvn ¢arpmaga baglamisdi. Vatanin
fedakar evladlarai yine ayaklanmis, yine ordu satvet-i hiirri-
yetperveranesini gdstermefe kiyam etmig, yine millet seva-

- bik-1 zalim istibdadin kera, mahuf bulutlarini, muzlim, ha-
yatsiz zindanlarini, yetim kalan.mesumlarin mazlumane ¢dz
yaglarini, sehid olan zabitlerin kanli kefenlerini, pa-mal
diisman olan vatanin feryasd-i istimkdadkaranesini duymustu.
Vatan haekikaten tmhlikede idi. Bosna-Hersek'in Avusturya
ilhaka hakkindaki protokol yeni tasdik edilmig, fakat Bul-
garistan bu ihtilalden istifade etmek aziine diigiiyor, Bul-
gar gazeteleri memalik-i Osmeniye'de te'min-i asayikse Bul-
paristan'in muktedir olacapini ileri siirecek derecede ciir'-
et gdsteriyorlardi. Fakat Osmanlilar buna meydsn vermemek
icin elden gelen gayreti sarf ediyorlar, Rumeli'de nmiitema-
diven goniillii kaydediyorlardi, Saha-i vatan szim bir gale=
. yan-1 himmet iqinde kalmigti. Paris'de ikmal-i tahsil eden.

gencler, Dariilfiinunlara barakarak - Okri  taburlarina ilti-
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hak ediyor, Abdiilhamid istibdadina nihayet vermek icin azim
bir hirs-1 watanperverane i¢inde bulunuyordu. Herkes besgik~
deki yavrusunu, hssta validesini birskarak silaha sarilayor,
bu serefe na'il olamayan geng mektebliler, géniillf kafilesi-
ni gotiiren trenin 6niine yatiyordu. Manastir'de, Selanik'de,
Arnavudluk'da, vatanin hemen her kﬁsesinde, Abdiilhamid'in is-
tibdadina: mahv etmek, vatami bu son felaketden kurtarmak,
Osmanlilarin biiylik bir terbiye-i siyasiyeyi, azim bir hiss-i
vatanperveraneyi haiz bulumduklsrini cihan-i1 medeniyete Fo8~
termek igin sayan-i takdir bir milsabaka-i hamiyyet ibraz e-
diliyordu. Rumeli'de, bu miisabaka-i vatanperveraneye fiilen
nmiimkin olamadiis tekdirde kalben istirak etmedik hicbir ferd
kalmemista. Biitiin Osmanlilar, Temmuz Inkilabinin fail-i zi
kudreti olan orduya iltihak ediyor, bu orduyu sevk ve idare
eden geng, muktedir, ategpare-i hamiyyet gzabitan arasinda
vatanin bu bliylik gininden hassa-mend olmak bahtiyarligina
arzu ediyordu. Bir tarsfdan taburlsr seferi bir hale konu-
yor, Istanbul'a duhul i¢in planlar tertidb ediliyordus Diger
tarafdan geng, ihtiyar, biitiin evlad-i1 watan, hiirriyet ugrun-
da feday-a2 cen igin bilitiin samipiyet-i kalbiyvesiyle silaha
sarlllydrdu. Abdiilhamid 'in binay-1 istibdadini yikmak, mil-
leti bu felaket-i miisghhasadan kur#armafa kat'iyen azm edil.
misti., Millet bu arzu ile hareket ediyor, irdu Istanbul asi-
lerinin geref-i askerl iizerine isar eyledikleri lekeyi tem

) 7,
mizlemek, Osmanlil namaml ve seref goéstermek igin

hakeket eyliyordu.
(7)Ahmed ())Refik
| Ibid .y pp-24-‘41
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