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ABSTRACT 

TRADITIONAL OTTOMAN REBELLIONS AND THE PEOPLE: 

THE CASE OF THE 31st MARCH INCIDENT 

The second constitution~l period c•rries special 

Signific•nce in the history of the lii!te Ottom1m Empire in 

view of the radic•l tr•nsform• tions thtiit occured in so" 

Ciiill life ~swell as the political aren• iifter the repro­

cltiimation of the Constitution of 1876 in 1908. These tr.ns-

formations caused an uphetiiV~l within the soci•l order, tiilso 

brought on the "reaction" of various str~t~ who preferred 

the Isl•mic way of life. A common go~l which united ~ numb-

er of discontended groups who were ~ppiiirently led by the 

soldiers ~nd the lower-riiinking u.la.m~, was to end the power 
\..., 

~f the Committee of Union ~nd Progress (c.u.P.). Yet, it is 

nec~ss~ry to distinguish the differencees betwean the v~r­

ious p~rticipants in order to understand the complex so­

cit~l ch•n•cter of the Incident. Those who were formally 

associ~ted with state admmnistration, did not oppose the 

westerniz•tion process lind t~diiipted themselves to it even 

if they belonged t~ the traditional strat~ which included 

the ulamlil, -alayl~ officers, etc. Others severely opposed 

the western-style life which w•s brought ~~out t~nd, or, 

accellilr•ted by the revolution of 1908. On the other h•md, 

the Liberiiil Plilrty •lso took plilrt in tht Incident of 31st 

M•rch together with the trt~ditioniiil strlilta opposition, n 

directed their criticism iglilinst the Siiime t•rget: Here, 

... ...... 



the purpose of the Liber;;ilS w•s to stop the 11 despotism•• 

of the C. U .P. 

The mutineers Wliil ked in front of the P1.1 rl i"'men t buil­

ding to decl•re their desir«tiil while the ul•m• joined the 

rebel soldiers. At first, the mutiny reflected the ch•r•ct-

er of •n uprising tow•rd constitutional/democriiltic end.How­

ever, in due course, the Incident bec1.rne iil "re•ction:iiilry" 

movement •g•inst ch•mges resul t.-nt from dec•des of moderniza­

tion. During the eleven d.-ys thC~t ;the mutiny continued, Istan­

bul was thescene of events that the reminicent of J•niss•ry 

rebellions of the preceding centuries. 

To underst•nd how •n event which WiilS first intended 

to m•nifest a pmlitic•l opposition •g•inst despotism, con­

verted into • tr•di tional Jliniss;;ary-ll:ke rebellion, is the 

main topic of this studw. Studying such .-n !ncident which 

w.-s the l•st effective •nd gre;ctest movement of the triildi­

tion•l str•t• who h•ve survived to the present d11.y, gives 

us the opportunity to observe the me•ns .-nd ideologic•l 

discourse thiilt they h•ve histormc•lly developed iilgiilinst the 

we s te rniz• tion of soci •1 1 ife. 

iv 



OZET. 

Gl:J..ENEKSEL OSMANLI BALK AYAKLANMALARI: 

31 MART OLAYI 

II. Me~rutiyet Osmanl1 lmparatorlu~nda politik 

alan~a olautu kadar toplumsal ya~amaa da koktenei donu~um­

lerin ya~SD41~1 bir aonem olarak ozgul bir oneme sahiptir. 

Soz konusu aonu~umler geleneksel-toplumsal duzenin altust 

olu~na yol avarak, talami ya~am bivimini ye~leyen taba­

kalar1n tepkisini ae beraberinde getirmi~tir. ortt,,aaki er 

ve erba~larla alt-4uzey uleman1n on plana v1kt1~1 bu ho~­

D~suzlar kitlesinin ortak ;ronU, lttihat ve Terakki Cemi­

yeti'ain iktiaar1na son vermek ere~i ile s1n1rl1yd1. Bu 

ise, soz konusu tabakalar aras1nda da bir farkl1la~t1rma 

;rapma gere~ini (o~rmaktaa1r. Buna gore, bat1l1la~a sure­

cine giren devletle herhangi bir resmi ba~1 olan tabakalar, 

toplu~Jn geleneksel kesimine ba~l1 bulunsalar da, bu su­

reee kar~1 (urmam1~, tersine, yeni ya~am bivimine -devletle 

ili~kileri vervevesinae- uyum s~lam1~lard1r. Geleneksel 

tabakan1n d.i~er kesimi ise, bat1l1la9ma si.ireeinin d.1~1nd.a 

b1rak1lm1~ olmaS1 av1s1ndan me~rutiyetin getirdi~i bahl1 

(e~er ve anlay1~a ~i(detle muhalefet etmi~lerair. 31 Mart 

olay1nda an1lan geleneksel kesimlerin yan1n4a, onlarla a~ 

hedefe ;r5nelmi~ o;).an Ahrar :P1rkas1 aa rol alm1~tu•. Ana;ya­

sal muhalefeti olu~turan liberallerin amaq1 (a tttihat ve 

Terakki'nin "despotizmine" son vermekti. 



Ta~k1~1a'4a ba~ka141ran askere u1eman1n kat11mas1n­

dan sonra, ayak1anan1ar1n ai1ek1erini bi14irmek uzere Mec-

1is-i Mebusan onunae top1anmalar1, o1ay1n ba~1ang1Qtaki 

anayasa1 ve 18P1C1 nite1i~ini ortaya koymakta41r. Ne varki, 

ge1iome1er o1a:;ra "gerici" bir bo;yut kazand1rm1o, ve hare­

ket ord.usunUR kenti e1e geQirmesine kadar geQen 11 gun 

suresince, !stanbu1 :reniQeri ayak1anma1ar1n1 an1msatan 

gunler :ra~am1~t1r. 

Ba~1ang1Qta muhalefetQe anayasal bir govte goste­

risi o1arak p1anlanan bu o1871n nas11 o1up ta :reniQeri is-

1&n1ar1ndan biriae aonu~tu~unu an1am&Ja Qal1~mak, bu arae­

t1rman1n temel Q1k1~ noktas1a1r. Gunumuze aegin var11~1n1 

ve ag1r11~1n1 koru:ran ge1enekse1 tabakalar1n bu so• gor­

kemli ve etkin hareketinin ara~t1r11mas1, an11an kesim1eria 

top1umsal ;raeamJ.n bahh ak1~1na kar"1 ~eli~tirdikleri 

savunma :rontemlerini ve o1WJ!turd.uk1an iteo1ojik so:r1em1eri 

7ak1nd.an gozlem1emek f1rsat1n1 verecektir. 

vi 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

' 
A.. Revie._ of the Previous Approaches 

The Incident of 31st Ma~ch has been subjected to a 

great deal of discussion and speculation. Still a controver­

Sial issue of political debate, it has been a well-studied 

topic for scholarly research, too. 1 The event should be con 

Sidered as significant within the history of the Ottoman Em­

pire and the Turkish Republic in terms of the mobilize tion of 

masses on a political platform. Therefore, the mutiny of 31st 

March has been enthusiastically discussed even today amodg 

various circles with widely different pol! tical and cultural 

views. A review of these comments enables us to be directly 

acquainted with the subject, and to understand the context of 

the popular debate as well. A classifies tion of the diverse 

approaches according to their view about the essential insti­

gator of the event seems to be a convenient method of distin­

guishing the differeces among them which are, in fact, also 

intricately linked to each other. 

The first approach, therefore, will be called the 

"Unionist", because they thought that the responsibility of 

the mutiny fell on Abdulhamid II. Another view, contrery to 

the former, may be called the "Hamidi an", or, "anti-unionist' 

asserted that 1t was the c.u.P. which organized the mutiny ir 

order to dethrone Abdulhamid. A third approach sets up the s1 

gument on the probability of foreign i'ltervention, so it can 

be called the "interventionist" view. Finally, scholarly re-

search on the subject like that of Sins Ak!iin, David l"arhi, 
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Qetin Yetkin, interprets the Incident as a product of the po· 

litical opposition to the c.u.p., exhibiting occasional de­

:.mocratic tendencies. 

1. The Unionist The•i• 2 

As the mutiny began, the c.u.p. circles condemned it 

as "reaction11 , and ana theme tized the movement. According to 

the above view, 11 the }let March nothing but the rising of re­

action against social change." It is possible to come this be­

lle! in the Salonica papers during the mutiny, and in the Is­

tanbul papers after the suppressing the rebellion by the Ope­

ration Army. 

During the mutiny, events carried out by the mutineere 

also seem to support the thesis. For example, the soldiers 

assasinated many educated young officers, showed their loyal-

. ty to the Sultan going in front of the Y~ld1.z Palace on sev-

, e ral occasions; sacked the buildings of two Young Turk new.s­

papers ( Tanin and §ura-y1 Umme t) during eleven days in which 

they dominated the city. Moreover, the mob at the time con­

sisted of the traditional social elements who ~ua~ly prod­

uce movements of religious reaction. Furthermore, the slogan 

of the rebellion was the §eriat, and the aim was to restore 

the Islamic way of 'life. Their attempt at trying to push 

w6me'fi back to their traditional place in society, was anoth­

er proof to the authors that the Incident of 31st March 

should be seen as an example of reaction. 

According to them, Abdulhamid kept on accepting .. 

"journals" 3 from spies, violating his oath which he had 

taken during the ceremonies held after the announcement of 



of the Constitution. :Besides his imm_anent despotic inclina­

tions, he was supposed to be directly involved in the 31st 

March Incident by distributing money and finding agents to 

instigate the rebellion in order to restore despotism. In ad­

dition, he is suspect for having shown a very mild treatment 

to the soldiers instead of simply supressing the mutiny. 

Thereby, he "allowed" the rebellion to grow. 

Although the argument about "reaction" is generally 

verifiable, this "conspiracy" theory in the Unionist approach 

seems unreasonable considering Abdulhamid' s extremely suspi­

cious character. Actually, the Unionists who co~ld not get 

rid of the old despot in spite of their revolution for liber­

ty, waited for an opportunity to do so. The loyalty of sol­

diers to Abdulhamid d~ring the mutiny, gave this opportunity 

to them, allowing the Unionists to blame the Sultan for or­

ganizing the Incident. 

Nevertheless, it is obvious that the Unionists did 

not regard the rebellion merely as an opportunity for get­

ting rid of "bad-behaving "despot", but their view about the 

mutiny as "reaction" stemmed from a genuine belief. In oth­

er words, they thought that the radical transformation which 

occured in social life after the reproclamation, did cause 

the reaction of the traditional strata and helped them or­

ganize against the new life-style. According to the Union­

ist opinion, the Islamieist-traditionalist groups who gath­

el'ed under the roof of the I.M.c. (Mohammedan Union) tried 

to halt and even turn back the modernization process. They 

were "responsible" for the decline of the Empire, with the 

objective to found a state and social order relying upon 
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the §eriat. 

It ia possible to see traces of the Unionist view, iln 

the mainstream historical vision of the Republican period. Dur­

ing the Republican era, the Islamicist opposition has always 

been condemned to be a "reaction" against modemi ty, so that 

the occurance of any Islamic movement has been interpreted 

as a 'renewal of the }let March Incident• and cursed like­

wise. It has been forgotten that religion has always been one 

o:C ·the major foundations of state and society. Islam has also 

continued to function as a structural element providing the 

political, ideological,social formation of both worlds. Thus, 

the pro-modernization ruling elite and intellectuals since 

the late Ottoman period have e:ontinued to consider the tradi­

tional Islamic opposition sa a blow against the raison d 1ftre 

of the ate te. 

2. The "Hamidian" or "Anti-Unionist" !heaia 4 

According to the 'Hamidian• or •anti-Unionist• approach, 

the Incident of }let March ~as nothing other than a plot by 

the C.U.P. against Abdulhamid in order to dethrone him. Al­

though, this seems like a startling assertion at first sight, 

there is some evidence which verifies the point of view of 

its defenders. For them, the Incident of }let March, from the 

beginning, was a plot, and the director was the c.u.P. In 

view of the fact that the c.u.P. did gain more power as a 

result of the Incident, more than it had before the mutiny, 

the Hamidian thesis does seem to be reasonable. Yet, it ex­

hibits a subjective angle, evaluating the mutiny by in retro­

spective, from today knowing the final resul of the event. 
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According to such authors Turan, Albayrak, -the cr.u.P. 
decided to organize, and then suppress such a mutiny en suite, 

plotting to bevome the sole power in the political and social 

future of the country. The most important evidence supporting 

their thesis is that the troops which instigated the rebellion 

was the Fourth Light Cavalry Batallion from Macedonia, the 

cradle of the c.u.p. Another point which is not so obvious a 

proof of c.u.P. conspiracy, though there iS a consensus about 

it in the works mentioned above, is that just before the rebel· 

lion some Unionist: officers delivered a false edict of the 

Sultan about the introduction of a new, peaked cap for the 

military. It was expected that such a cap would cause reac­

tion among the soldiers and that they would rebel. 

In spite of these proofs, however, obviously this ap­

proach does laclc common sense considering that the c.u.P. 
faced great danger since it was aL~ost swept away from the po­

litical arena during the mutiny. Moreover, several educated 

young officers who formed the main body of the c.u.p. organize 

tion were killed by rebels. 

3. ·Interventionist Tbesis 

.~. . -. . Some of the authors who belong to the two views cited 

above also think that foreign intervention played a most im­

portant role in the creation of the rebellion. Of the two, 

the Hamidians one5. think that it was "international Zionism" 

which secretly staged the play to get rid of Abdulhamid who 

had refused to sell the •promised land• to the Jews during 

his reign. Accordingly, the Unionists were deceived by the 



agents of Zionism such as Emanuel Karasu,- and the Jews in re­

turn for "a tinplate of gold", while Abdulhamid had rejected 

millions in gold money. What they stress in such claims is 

the c.u.p.•s close relationship with Masonic lodges during 

their first organizational phase in Salonica. 

6 

The bias of. the "Hamid ian" view is obvious, and it 1s 

necessary to mention that their evidence is definetly inade­

quate, which primarilY consists of •unpublished secret reports 

The other example of the c:-onspiracy theory is put 

forth, this time 1 by the opposite side claiming that the group 

responsible !or the rebellion was the constitutional opposi­

tion, that is, the Ahrar FlrkasJ. (Liberal Party). 6 This po­

litical party was founded by the Sabahaddin wing who caused 

the first important rift within the Young Turk movement in 

the 19o2 Congress. At the time, the reason !or the dispute had 

been Sabahaddin•s thesis advocating the necessity of foreign 

intervention to bring liberty to the Empire, against which 

the Ahmed RJ.za wing had definitely opposed. Prince Sabahaddin 

and his associates• view about the need of foreign interven­

tion lasted after the revolution, and even con.t'!l..nued durign 

the proceeding years under the roof of the HUrriyet ve !tilAf 

Fl rkas1. 

The view stressing the importance of forei!}ll, especial­

ly British intervention explains the Incident of 31st March 

as having originated from the Ahrar1 s pro-British attitude. 

According to this explanation, the Ahrar was supposedly pro­

Vided with money and other faeilities by the British ambassa­

dor and agents in organizing the rebellion. AVCJ.oglu notes 

that the news supporting the rebels took place in the British 



papers subsequent to the Incident, confirming the thesis ac­

cording to the author. 7 

7 

ThiS approach which blames .the Ahra r for treason and 

helping British imperial ism is no any different in essence 

from the former •anti-Zionist• view. Thus, both contain the 

same dosage of biased exaggeration. While claiming the t a 

movement which occured at the social level is nothing but the 

result of foreign intervention, these viewsdisregard the im­

portance of social dynamics; but can he rdly have the chance 

to give a sound explanation to the event supported by ample 

evidence. 

4. The ~esi• Viewing the Incident as Political 

Opposition 8 

The only balanced, scholarly approaeh to the Incident 

of 31st March belongs to the approach viewing the Incident as 

political opposition. Since an analysis based on it will be 

given in the beginnings of the present study, llere this ap-~ 

preach will given only be briefly touched upon. 

In sum, it seems more likely that, in principle, it 

was the democratic opposition which organized against the c.­
u.p.•s •despotism•, that had planned and started the Incident 

of '31st March. Under· the leadership of the Liberal Party 

which can be defined more ass general front against the c.u.P. 

than a political party, united the opposition,and channeled 

the discontended to rebel against the government. It seems 

that, at this stage, theY especially made use of soldiers and 

N.c.o.s. The rebellion which was, at .first, conceived of as 

a political demonstration, deteriorated into a social reaction 
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into light the patterns of traditional Ottoman rebellions. 

Within the limits of the present study, a historical 

introduction will be given summarizing the Young Turk movement, 

and the &vents which occured until the Turkish revolution ot 

1908, preceded by a short description of the mutiny. Another 

chapter will be assigned to the Ikdam collections to bring in­

to light the social changas in daily life which caused the 

reaction of the traditional strata of society. The analysis of 

the traditional strata wlll rely basically on the Vol kan col­

lections representing their own viewsl and the news from other 

dailies such as Ikdam, Tanin which give information the "re­

actionary movements". The conclusion, which is given before 

the appendixes, will try to present a new outlook to the In­

cident based on the social character of the event within his­

torical context of the ongoing modernization process of the 

Empire. 
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II. THE INCIDENT OF 31st MARCH 

crowds flowing over the streets in the city, woke up 

the inhabi tents of Istanbul on the early morning of April 13, 

1909 (31 March 1325). The Fourth Light cavalry Batallions 

which belonged to the Firat Army Corps had rioted after tyins 

up their officers at midnight, and began to move towards the 

Parliament building in the AYasofya Square. Several green 

flags appearded in the hands of armed soldiers when they sur­

rounded the building. 

Representatives of the rebels scattered in the city t 

convince the other troops to join them. By dawn, the number 

of the rebellious soldiers, assembled in front of the Parlia­

ment building had reached serious proportions. They blocked 

off the streets from the Galata Bridge to the square, firing 

into the air and shouting "Long live soldieryl", and "We want 

§eriatl". People began to assemble in the square, to under­

stand what was going on. 

The possibility of nipping the revolt in the bud was 

not lost yet 1 • When the Chief of the Police, Semi Paiia in­

formed the Grand vezir, Htiseyin Hilmi Pa§a about the situa­

tion by a teltlgram, there were still many troops which did 
. 

not join in the uprising. Nevertheless, the hesitation of thE 

government to take necessary measures for suppressing the re­

bellion gave enough time to the rebels to prepare more favor· 

able condi tiona for their further actions. 

The Grand vezir sent a telegram to the Palace and 

asked for instructions about the precautions that were to be 
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taken. Sultan charged Nehmed Ziyaeddin Efendi, the §eyhiilislan 

that. is, Chief Mufti, with the task of parleying with the 

mutineers. He came back from the Ayasofya Square with a list 

of their demands which were enumerated as below: 2-

1.. The dismissal of Hi.iseyin Hilmi Pa!ia, the Grand Ve­
zir; Rlza Palla, the Minister vf war; and Ahmed Rl­
za Bey, the President of the Parliament. 

2. The removal of Hi.iseyin Cahid Bey, the editor of 
Tanin; Doctor Bahaeddin ~akir Bey, the owner of 
§ura-yl ttmmet; and Tal •at Bey, the Vice-President 
of the Parliament. 

3. The full implementation of the §eriat. 

4. The dismissal of the mektepli officers. 

5. A general amnesty for the mutineers. 3 

At noon, the Ayasofya Square stirred by the arrival of 

the ulama and the medrese students in the company of soldiers 

and some curious civilians. The square now became a "daisy 

field" because of their whi·te headgear. 4 After the adhe renee 

of the ulama class, not only the legitimacy of. the mutiny in­

creased, also the self-confidence of the mutineers became 

visible. The majority of the representatives of the ulama 

were dersiams (teachers of religious law in mosques), the 

Sufi dervishes and the softas of Istanbula in other words, - 5 almost all of them belonged to the lower-.'ranking ulama. 

Among them, there appeare~FDervU Vahdeti, the editor of 

Vol ken, a newspaper which promoted the ideas of the Associa­

tion for Mohammedan Union~lt.M.c.). The religious men were 

going around the square giving advice to the soldiers, and 

were treated with great respect from them. 
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The leaders of the mutineers were Hamdi, an Albanian 

sergeant, Mehmed, the quartermaster; and Arif, an artificer, 

all belong to the Fourth Light Cavalry Batallion.which had 

been brought to Istanbul from Salonica as the "Guardians of 

the constitution" .6 after the Young Turk revolution ofi 

1908. 7 

Assembled in front of the Parliament building, the 

mutineers.waiting for the usual meeting of the Chamber of 

Deputies. Ahmed Rl.za, the President of the Parliament, sent 

his resignation which he wrote out in an obedient spirit. To 

calm the tension down, the text of his resignation was pub.-
8 lished in the Istanbul newspapers. Deputies were invited 

to the Parliament to examine the desirata of the soldiers. 

However, having heard of the news, the majority of deputies 

preferred not to go1 thus, it was not possible to acquire an 

absolute majority. The mutineers sent a representative, ~ 

Ihmed Rasim Efendi, the dereism of the BeyaZ1 t Mosque, to 

utt~t' i'heill' demaads in the Parliament. Rasim Efendi who was 

a lower-ranking ulama, appeared before the deputies among 

whom were several senior ulama, aceompanied by armed sold•­

ers, he spoke for the rebels who rioted for the implementa­

tion of the §eriet. 

The tension among the mutineers gradually increased 

reaching a climax as the wait for the decision of the Chamb­

er lasted, In the afternoon, the crowd stirred one more time, 

and a civilian was killed in front of the .. eyes of deputies 

who were watching the scene. The man killed was the Deputy 

of Ladh1.k1.ya, Emin Arslan Bey. It was the resamblance between 

Huseyin Cahid and him that made the soldiers furious with 
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anger. He was the first victim of the mutiny ofi3lst March~9 

The second was Naz1m Pa~a, the Minister of Justice, who was 

killed by soldiers in the Aye sofya Square. 

While the discussions in the Parliament we;1:e going on, 

Hi.iseyin Hilmi Pa~;~a' s government decided to resign. When Abdul­

hamid accepted the resignation of the cabinet, there remained 

no legal authority except himself. The Parliament was not able 

to make decisions having an insufficient number of deputies. 

On the other hand, the new government could not be formed, as 

had been the case since the revolution, under the guidance of 

the c.u.p. Almost all of the well-known members of the c.u.p. 
fled away from the city. 10 

Sending his Chief Secretary, Ali Cevat Bey, to the 

mutineers, the Sultan promised them not only a full pardon 

for their ac:tion, he also declared that more attention would 

be paid for the implementation of the §eriat. At the end of 

his rescript which was read by Ali Cevat Bey, Abdulhamid sent 

his greetings, and wanted the soldiers to go back to their 

barracks. It seemed to have fulfilled all of their desirata, 

and the mutineers spread out on the streets of the capital, 

firing into the air, enjoying their victory. 

}o'or sn estimate of the destruction during the first day 

of the Inciuent, the sacking of the two Yount Turk newspapers, 

namely Tanin and §ura-Yl tlmmet, by the soldiers should be taken 

into account. on the streets of Istanbul, no noe appeared 

wearing a felt-cap ( lce~e kiilah) which was a symbol of the 

Young Turk revolution. These wvre important events indicat-

ing the ven~full direction of the mutiny against the Young 

Turks. 



14 

The performanceo of the Tevfik Pa~a government which 

was appointed by Abdulhamid was not effective, and the cab­

inet was far from having the power of suppressing the revolt. 

As a t't:! sul t, it was Abdulhamid who regained his previous power 

and control over social and political life. Another center 

of power was that of the ulama who hsd a traditional influ­

ence upon society. As mentioned above, it was the lower-rank­

ing ulama who took part in the Inciden side by side with the 

leaders of the soldiers. The senior ulama, on the other hand, 

avoided joining directly in the Incident of 31st March, and 

asserted continuously moderate action to the mutineers. Yet, 

they did take advantage of this opportunity which seemed a 

good fortune in view of their gradually decreasing role in. 

social life since the last century.11 Through their publica­

tion, Beyan-Ul Hak, the ulama now played an important role in 

filling the authvrity gap together with Abdulhamid. On the oth­

er hand, the senior ulama did continue to resist the despotic: 

inclinations of Abdulhamid just like before. Thus, they could 

be seen to have contained him from completely disregarding the 

democratic principles of the Const'dltution. The wary character 

of Abdulhamid, of course, must have forced him to take into 

account the Third Army of Salonica which was known for its 

loyalty to the constitutional regime, therefore, he did not 

venture to remove the Constitution as in 1877. As a matter of 

fact, it was the Third Army that formed the main body of the 

"Operation ArmY" (Hareket Ordusu) which "recaptured" Istan-

bul eleven days after the mutiny broke out.12 
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During the following days, the action of the mutine­

ers was directed towarda the mektepli of'f';lcers, and they kill­

ed several young officers. As a striking example, Ali Kabuli 

Bey, a naval captain, was lynched in front of the Y~ld~z Pal­

ace, and hanged him on a tree in the Palace garden. 

During their domination over the city, the rioting 

soldiers and their allies proclaimed that women should live 

in accordance with the 'principles of the ;;eriat.1 3 This de­

mand seems to be a reaction against the situation just before 

the mutiny when the Young Turk revolution had provided more 

frredom to women. 

From the first days of the mutiny, telegrams from the 

residents of Macedonian cities and the officers of the Third 

(Salonica' and the second (Edirne) Armies protested the situ­

ation, and declared that they would not recognize the new 

government. 1 4 Some of them even announced that they would 

not mention the Sultan•s name in the Friday prayers (hutbe) 

who had showed such a loyalty to despotism, and had not ful­

filled his promises which he had given just after the revolu-

tion. 

The Operation ArmY was formed by the Third Army based 

mainly on volunteera from Salonica and Monastir. The Command­

er of this volunteer army, Bahmud ~evket Pafia was a mektepli 

officer who was educated under German influence. The army was 

prepared for the action in such a short time that on th• 

fourth day of the mutiny, it already began fortification in 

Qatalca, a village nearby Istanbul. 
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The news about the Operation Army had a shocking ef­

fec.t upon the capital, and made the Istanbul newspapers 

change taeir language about the mutiny. 1 5 until that time, 

they had flattered the rebellious soldiers about their demands 

concerning the anti-democratic attitudes of the C, u, p, , and 

the §eriat which was considered as vital for the communal sol­

idarity of an Islamic society. However, most of the opposi~' 

tion elements against the c.u.p. who had gien their support 

to the mutineers, now retreated gradually. The Chamber of 

Deputies assembled in a building in Ayastafanos (Ye>iilkoy), 

under the assurance of the Operation Army, and changed tts 

name to the''"National Assembly" (Meclis-i Umumi-i Millt). The 

course of events now seemed to have reversed, and the c. U.P. 

itself regained its credit as the advances of the Operation 

Army continued. 

In the capital, the senior ulama, through Beyan-iil 

Hak, and in person, going to their barracks, advised the sol­

die-rs not to resist the Operation Army. Being successful on 

the soldiers, this propaganda helped the volunteers army 

enter !i,s:tenbul without being subject to much resistance, 

whereupon tt established controls in ~he city in a short time. 

Mahmud ~evket Pa'ia,_ the Commander, proclaimed Martial Law on 

April 25, 1909 to assure the public order and to punish the 

reactionaries. BY a declaration, he defined the aims of the 

Operation Army, "to strengthen the 'legal• constitutional 

regime so that it would never be weakened again, and to pro­

tect the safety of1 the fatherland and the national exist­

ence of Ottomans." 16 
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Meanwhile, the Y1ld1z Palace in which Abdulhamid lived 

was surrounded by troops from the Operation Army. When the 

fatwa, ·txom Mustafa Nuri Efendi, the 

about the dethronement of Abdulhamid 

·.;:;.f.=.e...:t..;..v;:;.a_e::..m=in=i was obtained 
17 . t 

' l was put to a vote 

in the Chamber. After its acceptance, a delegation which was 

formed by four deputies (three of them were non-muslims, and 

one of them was an Albanian) went to the Palace and preeented 

the fa twa to the $ul tan. They also delivered the decision of 

the nation, in fact, of the National Assembly, about his com­

pulsory residence at Salonica. Another delegation including 

Gazi Ahmed Muhtar ~· Tal'at Bey, Mustafa As1m Efendi went 

to the Beylerbeyi Palace to inform :&eiiat Efendi, the heir to 

the throne, about the sitliation. The ceremony was held on 

April 29, 1909, and Mehmed Reoiad came to the throne •ith the 

name of Me hme d V, to emphasize the similarity be tween the 

capture of Istanbul by Mehmed the Conquerer and the present 

situ.!!ation. 

A court-martial was convened to judge the defendants 

for the Incident of 31st March, under the presidency of Gen-
18 

eral Huriii t Pa9a, Arrests were extended to the ulama and aven 

Sabahaddin Bey who belonged to the Ottoman dynasty, A cam­

paign against the ulama broke out among the newspapers so 

much so that they spoke of the 'seizure of the ulama' with­

out differentiating the reactionary ones from the others 

whose interests lay with the constitutional regime, and, 

therefore, were loyal to the Const~~ution during the Incident. 
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The crou rt-ma rtial condemned to death several soldiers incl ud­

ing the three leaders of the rebellion whose names were ment­

ioned above, and two religious men. One of the two was Dervif 

Vahdeti, the editor of Volkan, and the other was Lutfi from 

Enderun, a member of the Association for Mohammedan Union.l9 
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III. HISTORICAL INTRODUCT!ON : THE YOUNG TURK REVOLUTION 

AND THE IMMEDIATE ORIGINS Ol!' THE 31st MARCH 

INCIDENT 

To understand the )let March Incident, it is neces­

sary to bear in mind the social and political conjucture of 

the Ottoman Empire after the revolution of 1908 which facil­

itated the ground for the rebellion. To begin on the eve of 

the Young Turk revol-qtion which opened the second constitu­

tional era for the Empire can be a good starting point, 

after shortly summarizing the libertian activities of the 

Young T~rks. 1 

A· The Young Turk Revolution 

The Young Turk movement of a second generation af­

ter the Young Ottomans, which was started by a handful of 

medical students in 1889, ended in failure by the victory 

over the Greeks 1897. This victory was evaluated to be a 

great success of· Abdulhamid, in other words, also of his 

regime. Most of the oppositionary people in European capi­

tals c.ame back to the Empire being appointed to the high 

official posi tiona· by Abdulhamid. 2 Of the few remaining, 

Ahmed R1za and his associates persisted to stJY in Paris to 

continue their opposition. The movement ceased activitY 

until 1899, the year in which Darned Mahmud Pa§a and his two 

sons fled to Paris. Prince Sabahaddin, one of the most fam­

ous Young Turks, became the leader of Young Turks in the 

First conl!:ress of 1902 at the expence of dividing the move ... ,,,;t, 
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However, as it will be seen, the bloodless revolu­

tion of 190a was not a success of neither Sabahaddin nor Ah­

med Rl.Za and their associates. The revolution f.br ;the repro­

clamation of the Consitution was only successful in the hands 

of the Macedonian Young Turks, most of whom belonged to the 

Third (Salonica) Army Corps.3 

1. Macedonian Secret Society : 11 0smanll. Htirriye t cemiye ti 11 

In 1906, a new organization was formed in Salonica, 

later in the other cities of Macedonia, under the name of 

Liberty of the Ottoman Empire. Most of the members were the 

officers who realized the backwardness of the Empire more 

explicitly because of the specific features of.Macedonia. 

Being the most developed region of the Empire, Mac­

edonia had extraordina~y characteristics conc~rning land 

te.nure, social and political stratifies tion. Froa the first 

days of the Ottoman conquest of European lands, the policy 

which was pursued by Ot~oman Sultana on the region was to 

give, to a great extent, autonomy to the local lords who 

showed loyalty to the Empire • .Religious tolerance towards 

non-Muslims gave them the possibility to develop their own 

ediH:ational facili!;ies in ac.cordance with their religion, 

and even with various sects. As a result, the level of educa­

tion as well as the level of economic growth and commerc±al 

activitY of Macedonia were visibly superior compared to 

that of Asian and African territories of the Ottoman Empire. 
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The Russian demands on the Slavic peoples of the re-:­

gion together with the British and Austrian protective ap­

proaches towards various nationalities in Macedonia made the 

province a den of intrigues. The ethnic groups who lived in 

the region, included Bulgarians (900.000), Albanians (with 

Turks, 1.5oo.ooo), Rums (that is, Ottoman Greeks• 300.000), 

Wallachians (100.000) and Serbians (100.000) who developed 

their nattonal consciousness, and began to struggle for in­

dependenc~ since the beginnings of the nineteenth century.4 

The utterly disorder in Macedonia caused it to become a pro­

vince which was governed under the assurance of the Great 

Powers in 1903. A kind of gendarmerie was established, in­

cluding the British, Russian, Austrian,Italian and French 

soldiers,~tn other words, five European country except 

Germany become responsible for assuring the public security 

in Macedonia, of course, together with the Ottoman army. 5 

The Ottoman officers of the Third Army corps felt 

a kind of inferiority against the foret.gn soldiers. This 
l 

feeling was largely due to the miserable conditions in the 

Ottoman army in every ac:pect. For instance, the •. equipment 

was insufficient either in number or in quality. The shabby­

nasa of event the uniforms of the officers caused them feel 

shllme in the inter11ourse in forei,gn officers. Another reason 

for this kind of feeling was the frequent delays of salaries 

which should have been paid once in three months, but ~§S-ac­

ually poSPoned to an indefinite date. Rebellions resulting 

from the pay-dey delays were regarded as ordinary events 
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in Macedonia, in fact, all over the country. 6 Thus, most of 

the fo~tgn observers supposed the revolution of 1908 to be 

one of these pay-day rebellions. In addition, promotions in 

the army ranks were also a bleeding wound for the Young 

Turks because they depended more on the degree of loyalty 

of the candidate to the regime than merit. 7 The abnormal 

neurotic fears of Abdulhamid, it is said, from the potential 

danger of solaiery caused him almost to disarm the army and 

ecpecially the navy. 8 

Another important factor which aaused the officers to 

change their attitude against Abdulhamid's despotic regime, 

was the heroic activities of Balkan comitadjis who struggled 

for the independence of their fatherland. One can easily n 

notice in almost all of the Young Turks' memoirs who had 

been in Macedonia at that time, that they were deeply im­

pressed by the courageous activities of these patriots. They 

note in their wri tinge the t those activities made them think 

more seriously about the future of the Ottoman Empire and 

undertake the mission of rescuing its from seemingly inevi t-

able decline. 

As a result of all these fse:tors, the Ottoman officers 

founded a secret society in Salonica to liberate the Ottoman 

Empire from Abeulhamid 1 s deapgtiSm (1906)-• TheY saw the pro­

sperity of the Empire in the constitutional regime. Accord­

ing to them, the reactivization of the Constitution. of 1876 

could easily solve all social, political and economic pro­

blems which the Empire had to face. And it was Abdulhamid 1 s 

despotic regime which e:aused all abuses in administrative 

;;. ~ .... • ....... # •• 



and judicial fields Within the state, and the dependency ot 

the Ottoman Empire upon the weat in economic and diplomatic 

af!airs.9 

The young officers who formed the organize tion were, 

in any case, different from those who had escaped !rom Is­

tanbul to Paris and other capitals of Europe and began op­

position to Abdulhamid though various publications. This 

difference not only came from the social origins of the two 

groups, but also appeared in teeir approaches towards the 

struggle against the existing regime. The intellectuals who 

'fled from Istanbul, or the "Parisians", so to speak, general­

ly concentrs ted the ore tical discussions inspired from phil­

osophers of mostly minor importance of European thought.10 

The first Ottoman Congress which was held in Paris 

in 1902, crystallized two main currents anong the Paris­

ians: one was represented by Ahmed Rl.za, and based on 

"Positivism" of Auguste Comte 5 and the other by Prince Saba­

haddin, and "Science Sociale" of Edmond Demolins. The form­

er preferred a centralist administration baaed on national­

isms while the latter insisted on administrative decentrali­

zation and private initiative in every field. Another major 

difference betwee.n the two currents, related to those al­

ready mentioned, appeared in their views concerning foreign 

intervention tD help~ the struggle for liberty. This was the 

point which would convince the Macedonian Young Turks to 

join with the centralist wing of the Parisian groups who 

opposed intervention. Nevertheless, this fusion which was 
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realized in 1907, did not mean a strict- uni tya rather it 
' 

was a gathering of two different groups under the same roof 

who submitted their energies to the same ideal: liberty to 

save the state. 

The difference,between the Parisian and Macedonian 

Young Tur-ICs came also from their origins. The Jlacedonian 

group was made up of lower-ranking officers, officials and 

some local merchants, in contrast with the Paris exiles who 

mostly belonged to the ruling elite.11 The Macedonian 

Young Turks who managed to organize in the army were ready 

for a~tion instead of wasting time with unending theoretical 

discussion.12 

The revolutionary feature of the Macedonian group 

can be noticed in also their organization which they model-

led on the • Carbona ri system. • l} According to this system, 

the organization enlarged itself by means of cells of four 

or five members. They also made the use of !'reemasonic lodges 

which could work uninterruptedly under even Abdulhamid's 

rule for a long time. Being members of the masonic lodges. 

themselyes, the Young Turks were able to meet without ilear­

ing the spying network of Abdulhamid. According to one of 

the Young Turks, Refik Bey, "the two I tal ian lodges, "Mace­

donia Risorta" and "Labor et Lux", rendered the Young Turks 

a real service and offered them a refugee." 
1

4 

The rela tiona be tween the masonic lodges and the 

Young Turks have caused various speculations until the pre­

sent time. However, it seems apparent that the Young Turks 
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regarded the Masonry as a tool to keep the secrecy of their 

organization. In fact, they did attain this aim in view of 

sea rae number of "journals" given by the Sultan's sflies on 

the secret society itself. 

TtJe Young Turks found another ally in their struggle 

against despotism which was as interesting as the Masonry: 

the Belctashi dervishes. Being the most liberal and unorthodox 

sect of Islam, the l::lektashi order developed a kind of nation­

al .feeling which can be especially found in their literary 

writings. The Bektashi liberal and national point of view 

provided the base for a collaboration between them and the 

Young Turks.1 5 To investigate the mechanisms which ensured 

the collaboration between them may be a good topic for futt­

her researchs nevertheless, it goes beyond the bounds of 
• 

present study. 

2. Towards the Revolution 

preparations for the solution of the ·Jvlacedonlan pro-

• blem by the Great Powers in 1908, resulted in a ccela rating 

the activities of the Young Turks besides their immanent ac­

tivist characteristic.16 To keep ,the province within the 

ottoman territories -an intention contrary to that of the 

Great Powers- the Young Turks attemppad to terrorize the 

Palace and the government in Istanbul by some plots. First 

of all, on May 14 11908, the c.u.P. gave a report to all con­

sulates of the Great Powers -except the Russian one- in 

Salonica. In this report, the intervention of European eta-

tea in Macedonian affairs was protested and 1t was eta ted 
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that the only way for the prosperity of Macedonia lay in the 

abolition of the despotic regime. The Revel negotiations 

which was held on June 9 and 10, between King Edward and 

Tzar liicola increased the anxiety of the Joung Turks about 

the future of Macedonia. On June ~. Resneli Niyazi, an Adjut­

tant-major, took to the hills with his troops and sent a 

telegram addressed to the name of Abdulhamid -a very unusual 

event- demanding the reactivization of the Constitution of 

1876. Enver Bey, a captain and Eyyub Sabri Bey, also and ad­

jutant-major followed him in the same demand. A series of 

kidnapp~ngs and assaasinations of some important officers 

and officials who were known for their loyalty to the despot­

ic regime, took place throughout June, as part of the terro:r 

policy Of the C.U.Po~7 

The meeting in Ferzovitch which was held spontaneeus­

ly by nearly ~o.ooo Albanians to protest Austrian imperial­

ist policy, was converted to a protest against despotism 

by a few Young Turks. Ferzovitch was a turning point for 

Abdulhamid to make up his mind and declare the reactivizaof 

tion of the Conutitution (July 22,1~0i/10-11,1324).18 

The four-line imperial rescript which officiallY 

declared the rein_statement of the Constitution was printed 

in Istanbul newspapers with no comment on July 23,1908. 

The people of Istanbul who had no information about the 

happeninga in Macedonia because of cencorship, were filled 

With the feelings of confusion and hesitation.1~ The re-
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script was even thought to be a .new kind of trap that was 

prepared to catch the people who opposed the existing regime. 

Nevertheless, the hesitation only lasted until the next morn­

ing. The press assigned the first pages to the declaration 

of the Constitution expressing their gratitude to the Sultan. 

The newspapers which claimed that the joyful demonstrations 

which had taken place immediately after the declaration might 

be misleading had there not been memoirs in which the witnesses 

of the events wrote down their real feelings and denied the 

occurance of immediate celebrations. 20 Such kinds of arrang­

ed news were written down by the editors of the papers in 

o'I'der to excite .the people "appropriately" about such great 

an occasion. Eventualyy, however, they saw the abundant fruits 

of their effor to such extent that the general joy of the 

public almost became a mass hysteria celebrating the event. 

}. The People in Ecstasy : The·.Fulf'illed Millenium 

When the feelings of uncertainty and distrust were 

over, and it becmame clear that the constitutional era was 

opened irreversibly, the people, with delirious jop, filled 

up the a tree ts embracing and kissing one a no the r. 21 One 

of the witnesses of the time, Halide Edib describes the 

situation in her memoirs as such: 

"There was a sea of men and women all cockaded in 

in red and white, flowing like a vast human tide 

from side to the other. The tradition of centuries 
seemed to have lost its effecs. There was no such 



thinga as sex or personal feeling. Men and women 
in a common wave of enthusiasm moved on, radiat­
ing somethings extraordinary, laughing, weeping 
in such intense emotion that human deficiency 
and ugliness were for the time completely oblit­
etared.n 22 

28 

Processions which was formed by the mob were flowing 

over the streets continuously in inreasing in numbers. "Long 

live the Consti tutionl", "Long live Pad.il}ahl" and "Down with 

the spies&" were the slog;ms which were uttered all together. 

Here and there persons who became spontaneous ora tors made 

speeches concerning liberty, equality, fraternity and just­

ice on a chair or in s carriage. The excited mobs were rally­

ing to each official building in order to make officials +­

take an oath of allegiance to the new regime. The practice 

was so much extended that everybody went in front of the 

Sublime Porte and other Ministries in the same demand. Con­

fused with the course of events, in each case, the Ministers 

came out and did what•ver the mobs wanted. So was the police 

who could not dare to interfere with the excesses of the 

people. 

There appeared a common belie! that the existing 

regime with its all oppression, co~~ption was pulled down 

and that a completely new one based on the freedom of 

speech and thought, and free government was opened. A sin­

cere fraternal feeling filled the hearts of all Ottoman cit­

izens. To express this feeling, Muslim people visited the 

Armenian Patriarch, the Orthodex Patriarch and even the 

Bulgarian Exarch. 23 In the processions also, it was not 



a surprizing Bight to see a Muslim hodjs and a Christian 

priest arm in arm blessing the constitution. 

29 

The people of Istanbul regarded the reamnouncement 

of the constitution as a benevolence of the Sultan for they 

saw only his rescript on the newspapers. They went to the 

Y1ld1z Palace to demonstrate their love and loyalty to him. 

Then, Abdulhamid made a short speech stating that hencefor­

ward all his subjects wohld be regarded and tre·ated as 

equals without discrimination. 24 

The name of the c.u.p., the secret society, neverthe­

less, which had the Constitution reinstated, became a sacred 

word about.which nothing was known. Everybody began to claim 

being a member of the society. The secret character of the 

c.u.p. caused much more troubles not only in the first days 

of the revolution, but for a long time. 25 On behalf of the 

c.u.p., all attention was focused on the three lire roes of' the 

revolution: Niyazi, Enver and Eyyub Sabri Beys. Their names 

were pronounced in such venerable a manner so that they 

became the symbols of the revolution. 

However, most people did not change their opinion 

on the belief that it was Abdulhamid who gave the Constitu­

tion as a gift to his subjects whom he loved as a father. 

The truth of the matter wee that the reannouncement of the 

Constitution told most of the people nothing except a f'ew 

intellectuals, A conversation between Dr.R1za Tevfik and 

Kurdish porters of Istanbul can aiearly describe the sit­

uation:26 



"(A porter}-- Tell us what constitution means? 
(R.Tevfik}-- Constitution iB .such a great thing 

that those who do not know it are don­
keys. 

(Portera) -- Ye are donkeys. 

(R.Tevfik}-- Your fathers also did not know it. 

~sy that you are the sons of donkeys. 

(Porters) -- We are the sons of donkeye." 

30 

The ignorance about the meaning of the Constitutional regime 

caused lots of trouble in Istanbul and the provinces, For 

instance, taxes could not be collected for a long time, 

The people thought that the Constitution gave them the free­

dom of changing governors ant other officials whom they did 

not like, as they wished. Especially in Istanbul, amnesty 

for political prisoners was extended, spontaneously, to a 

general amnesty. Numeroys prisoners who had been sentenced 

for murder, robbery and the like filled up the city. 27 As a 

result, an unrest was felt among the people due to the lack 

of public security in the city. The c.u.p. published two 

declarations concerni.ng that the people should get to their 

work on July 26 and 27. 28 Although the c.u.P. proclaimed 

the end of the demonstrations, they did not cease immediate­

lY after its declat>ation indicating the inefficaclf of the 

committee in Istanbul. 

-··-··--
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:B. The Young Turk Era 

1. Political Happenings 

a •. !he Young Turks in Power. 

Although they m&naged to ~ave the Constitution rein­

stated, the Young Turks avoided to be directly in power af­

ter the revolution. There were some reasons for this avoid­

ance. Firat of all, they were too young and the social 

origins of the Young Turks were rather low. They realized 

that Ottoman society would not have accepted their legitimacy 

if the Young Turks had insisted on filling the high admin~ 

istrativi posts such as Grand Vezirate, etc. In addition, 

their weakness in terms of organization all over the Empire 

-except M._cedonia- prevented them to come to power direct­

ly.29 As a result, the first government which was formed 

by KU<;tik sai t Palia did not include even one of the minister 

who was a member of the Committee. So did the K§mil Palla 

cabinet. Instead, the Committee remained behind the curtain 

gibing instru&tions to the government, and continued its 

secretive characteristic. Now the political power was shared 

by three sources, the first t.o be~ng traditional and the 

last one etirely-new: the Palace, the Sublime Porte, and 

}0 
the c.u.P. 

Formed at the beginntng of the August by great ex­

pectations, the K§mil PB§a aabinet supplied a· program which 

dnw attention to all fundamental problems of the Empire, 

and hope to solve all of them. In administrative, legal, 

financial and diplomatic fields, reforms would take 



place in order to transform the Empire into a modern cent­

ralist state. The military obligation were extended over 

all the communities within the Empire in accordance with the 

principle of equality. The program was all-embracing and 

comprehensive so that no problem remained w,ithout seeking a 

solution,for it.31 

The events which ultimately developed towards the 

rebellion first appeared: in the struggle for power between 

the c.u.p. and KAmil Pa§a. 32 After the augmentation of the 

Assembly on December 17, the Pi:tlace lost its vitality in 

the balance of power. The contemptous feeling of KAmil Pa§a 

against the c.u.P., assuming that it did not have real power, 

made him disregard the c.u.p.•s advice. His "irrespectful" 

manners caused a serious crisis especially in the case wh~n 

he arbitrarilY changed the Ministwrs of War and Navy with­

out informing the C.U.P.(November 30,1968). 

'fhe c.u.P., from the beginning, did not trust KA-
-

mil pa~a too much, mainly because of his bias towards the 

Liberal Party throughout the elections which weTS held from 

the end of November to the beginning of December on two 

levels. However, it had to put up with him as the Grand ve­

zir for his popularitY among the foreigners, especially 

British. 

The•,Liberal !arty (Osmanl~ Ahrar F~rkas~) which was 

formed immediately after the arrival of Prince Sabshaddin 

on September 14 1 1908, represented the discrepancy between 

the Young Turks which have already been mentioned. The c.u.p. 

which succeeded the revolution was not a con,inu~ty of the 
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~ovement which had been carried out for years by the exiles 

in the foreign capitals. The first sign of the fact was the 

C.U.P.'a rejection of Mehmed Murad Bey's (that is, Mizanc1 

Murad) suggestion which he published in his Mizan(July 30, 

1908). Murad at a ted in his open letter to the c. u .p. that 

he was ready to carry out the duty from where he left by his 

resignation from the Committee in 1897. Unfortunately, it 

was too late, and the C.U.P. declared in the papers that Mu­

rad Bey would not be recognized as a member of the Committee, 

and that it did not permit him to act in the name ... of the 

33 c.u.p •. 

b. The Formation of the Opposition. 

The case of Murad Bey was an alarm for the Parisian 

Young Turks who realized that the new regime was not set up 

by the officers for bringing them to power. Therefore, the 

·spirit of fraternity which brought together-all of the Young 

Turks after the revolution, ceased in a short time; and pre­

ps ra tiona eta rted for an opposition party. It was the Ahrar 

(Liberals) which was formed as a continuation of the decent­

ralist wing of the Parisians, led by Prince Sabahaddin. 34 

All of the founders were famous associates of Prince Sabahad­

din: Ahmed Faz11, Mahir Sait, Celaleddin Arif and Nureddin 

Ferruh Beys. 35 

The challenge against the centralist-nationalist 

policy of the c.u.p. by the newly formed Liberal Party was 

apparent. A deepening struggle between the two parties in­

creased the political tension more and more. The Liberals 



wanted the c.u.p. not to interfere with the performances of 

government end to become a parliamentary body leaving secr:­

recy. On the other hand, the c.u.p. accused the Liberals of 

injuring social solidarity by settling enmity among people.J6 

The crisis reached its peak by the fall of the K&­

mil Pa!ia government on ~'ebruary 13,1909. However, the exist­

ence of armed soldiers in the e;orridors of the Assembly dur­

ing discussions about the performance of the cabinet, made 

the opposition believe the illegitimacy of the decision about 

the K~mil Palla cabinet. This view can be found in the •rti .. 

c1es Pf .. the opposition .. Pll>Pil'rs written on the Hiieeyin Hilmi 

pa§s government which was formed on February 17. 

The political discussions penetrated even amongtthe 

young officers some of whom took an active part in the fall 

of KAmil. Palia• There were others who inclined to the Liberal 

Party and protested the events. Eventually, a cwmmon pol!t-

1081 unrest made its headway all over Ottoman society. 

2. The External Crisis 

The external crisis which occured in October 1908, 

s1so deserves attention before explaining the social griev­

ances that were involved in the Incident. It too had an 

impact in social life in terms~of arousing s nascent nation-

alistic outcry among the people, indicating that the c.u.p. 

i«eas of nationalism were taking root. 



On October 5, Austria declared her annexation of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. Following the example of the Aust­

rian Emperor, Frince Ferdinand sent a telegram to Abdulha­

mid procl*iming himself as King. Bulgaria had been a princ­

ipality dependent on the Ottoman Empire since the Russo-Turk­

ish Wat of 1&77. However, this dependency was only on papera 

de facto Bulgaria was a national state. Since the beginning 

of the nineteenth century, a new status had been devised for 

some territories within the Empire which were called 11 poli t­

ical sovere.tgnties" (hh:imiyet-i siyasiye). This was the 

case for either Bulgaria, and Bosnia and Herzega>vina. 

Nevertheless, the events caused such an intense anger 

amongst the people that the meetings against those aggress­

ive acts followed one after another. The papers were full of 

inciting articles on the matter.37 Zlmil Pa~a, the Grana 

vezir, asked the Minister of war, Ali Rl.za Pai;la, whether 

it was possible to go to war against Austria and Bulgaria. 

The answer was negative because of the apparent weakness of 

the Ottoman army. 

The boycott against Austrian goods which was led by 

Tanin indicated the enthusiastic nationalism which enchana• 

ed the people. Siuca it was produced by Austrian factories, 

Fez,· a :.one time symbol of 0 t toman we s te mizs tion, now taken -
out of use and replaeed with the Enveriye, or fur cap.

38 

BY arousing a rather exaggerated national spirit, the ex­

ternal crisis was of importance because it facilitated 

the grounds for the nationalist policy of the c.u.P. in 

the following years. The official result of the crisiS was 

/ 



the recognition of the ne'ol status in both cases, and, in re­

turn taking a certain amount of compensation for the loss 

to the Empire. 



IV. DAILY LIFE IN TRANSFORMATION: IKDAM 

The aim of this chapter is to discuss the radical 

changes reflected in the daily life of the city which seems 

to have been noticeable just after the revolution of 1908; 

it was also these changes that instigated the reaction of 

the traditional strata. The collections of Ikdam which was 

one of the oldest papers of the Ottoman press, is able to 

grasp the social changes within the flow of daily life, to­

wards which the traditional groups directed their reaction 

during the 31st March mutiny. Thus, the traditional strata 

which had not westernized like State bureaucracy, remained 

exluded from western-style institutions and affairs can be 

read in between the lines of Ikdam. The data is a good source 

to understand one of the aimensions of the mechanism of re­

action which would lead to the rebellion. 1 

A.· Recreational Activities 

The changing sound mentality toward recreation shows 

itself in every issues of Ikdam which includes various advert­

isement about activities such as concerts, conferences, balls, 

theater performan~es, games in excursion spots as well as 

the traditional (recreational) amusements such as Karagoz, 

Ortaoyunu and ince saz. Interesting aspect of these activities 

is that almost all of them were organized for the benefit of 

"1ane-i Milliye" ('National Fund'). 



1. National Fund 

This fund was formed to buy two cruisers which would 

be named 'Niyazi' and 'Enver', two heroes of the revolution. 

The initiative came from HUseyin Cahit, the editor of Tanin. 

He explains the reasons for the campaign as such: 

"Niyazi and Enver's valuable efforts to obtain 
freedom, their patriotism and devotion confirm 
the merit for the never-ending gratitude of 
nation." 
(Tanin, 24 July, 1324) 

Therefore, a decision was taken to show the gratitude of na­

tion by giving their namiB to the cruisers which would be 

bought by the donations of people. 

Various institutions and unions organized recreat­

ional activities for the benefit of the National Fund. Indi-

viduals who wanted to share the national feeling contributed 

to the Fund. For example, it is interesting that the cobblers 

left 22.000 piasters which the Municipality owed them, to the 

National Fund (10 Sept., 1908)l Another instance is the dona­

tion of 1716 piasters given by the inhabitants of UskUdar, 

Selimiye and Harem. The practice was so much extended that 

even some unions and individuals·from abroad participated 

in the campaign. Goltz Pasha sent, for example, D.M. 300 

(9.Sept. 1908), while the Allience Isralit~ of Paris sent 

FF 2000 and Jewish Charitable Society of Berlin FF 2500 (1. 

9.1908). On behalf of the president of France, M. Faliye(-?), 

the prench Ambassador gave FF 10.000; and Frenchmen living 

in Istanbul began to collect money for the Fund (1.9.1908) 

and Italians followed them (9.9.1908). Mme Catherine, a 
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German, left 15 Ottoman Liras of the money which she would 

get from the Customs Administration (30.8.1908). Finally, 

the special group formed by the c.u.P. to collect money for 

the fund should also be mentioned (17.8.1908). This was a 

precaution against swindlers. 

However, the cruisers were never bought. A succession 

of fires which erupted in most quarters of Istanbul through­

out August, forced the Fund Commission to change their aim 

and use the money for aiding the victims of fire. 

Nevertheless, the situation proves the extent of na­

tional feeling. The foreign contributions reassured the pub­

lic in their hope for Europe's supportive attitude toward 

the Ottoman Empire after the reannouncement of the Constitu­

tion. Probable support of Europe excited people so much that 

the populace of Istanbul welcomed Sir Gerard Lowther, the 

British Ambassaaor, in an exceedingly cheerful manner (Tanin, 

25 July, 1324). 

These two contradictory attitudes, that is, the search 

for-the European support and the powerful nationalist orient­

ation, actually present a coherent character which reflected 

in the boycott against Austrian goods. The boycott was in­

itiated again by Tanin an independent paper, which was how­

ever serving as the promoter of C.U.P.'s ideas. The paper 

now aimed at exciting the people and giving them national 
2 consciousness. 

In sum, the National Fund as well as the boycott 

against Austrian goods indicated an entirely new formation. 

The common factor between these two attitudes it their in­

spiration from nationalism which had been unprecedented 
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within the politics of the Empire until 1908. However, the 

nationalist ideology caused a reaction among not only tra­

ditional strata within society, but also pro-westernization 

groups like the Ahrar advocating Ottomanism and decentraliz­

ation. For the latter, the nationalist ideology would only 

accelarate the separatist currents among the minorities; in 

other words, it meant an adventure which would end in the 

disintegration of the Empire. The reaction of traditional 

strata against nationalism originated from their concern 

about the elimination of religion as the solidifying factor 

and its replacement with an alien ideology. 

There were other donation campaigns as well. Never­

theless, since most of them were set up by women's organiz­

ations which were formed after the announcement of the Con­

stitution, they will be considered separately. 

2. Activities of the National Fund 

a. Conferences. 

conferences functioned not only as courses for the 

education of democracy during the second constitutional peri­

od; they also extended to all aspects all life. FOr instance, 

Selim S1rr1 Bey explained the principles Of body training 

at Tepeba~l Park (22.9.1908). The journalist of Terceman-1 

Hakikat, Htiseyin ktz1m Bey's conference at Sevkl Efendi 

Theater consisted of such topics as "The Constitutional Re­

gime", "Freedom", "WhY can not we still think about elect­

ions?", "How should we analyze the present problem?", "What 

is the boycott about?" (24.10.1908). Another interesting 

conference was held at Mtihtirdar Park, Kadlktiy, in honor of 



the union of various nationalities (i.e., minorities) of 

Ottoman Empire by the Adjutant Major Ihsan Bey ( 
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The content of the conference consisted of "the way of our 

youth at learning age", "to love and be loved", "my advices 

to my son", "the child." (Tanin, 8.8.1908). The conference 

was so successful that a joint stock company which would fi­

nance a school for the children of various minorities was 

upon. (Tanin, 1}.8.1908). R1za Tevfik's speech in Spanish 

at the School of Alliance Israilit~ of Salonica deserves at­

tention (10.9.1908). Selim S1rr1 and R1za Tevfik repeated 

their subjects "Body Train ing and Sports" on 15.9.1908; the 

Ottoman Jewish Fraternity Union organized a conference to ex­

plain the aims and objects of the union (9.10.1908). One of 

the minority groups in the Empire, the Armenians left the 

revenue of their Liberal Union's conference to the needy 

students of Kad1koy Armenian Lyce~ (29.9.1908). Prince Saba­

hadain's conferences on 15 Sept. at Beyoglu Variety Theater 

and 18 Sept. at Bebek Park have significance indicating the 

formation of the opposition to the c.u.P. itself through such 

conferences. 

b. Concerts. 

concerts held after the reannouncement of the consti­

tution are definftly different from what we understand as a 

concert today. First, they were earried out by military bands 

of various troops, so that they played marches and the like. 

Second, these concerts functioned to strengthen the national 

feeling, and to celebrate freedom and liberty just obtained 

through the constitution. Nevertheless, not only Turks in 
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the Empire, but also minorities organized concerts. For in­

stance, by the initiative of the inhabitants of Tatavla, 

mostly Greeks, a concert was organized with the participat­

ion of the military band at Acropolis Park, Tatavla (16.9. 

1908). The students of Haydarpasa Military Medicine School, 

performed at their school for the benefit of the National 

FUnd (23.8.1908). The band of Ertugrul Imperial Steamer play­

ed the marches "Young Turk" and "Fatherland" for the same 

fund (14.8.1908). A concert for women only was held at Kad1-

kijy Aleksi Park for the benefit of the victims of fire (1.9. 

1908). During the reward ceremonies at Gul~en Maarif Mektebi, 

the Big Band of the Imperial Arsenal of the Artillery played 

marches (4.9.1908). Varna Music Association's concert was 

held at Tepeba~1 Park under the conduct of Monsieur Frank 

(9.9.1908). Some of the concerts also played alla turca music, 

as well as military bands (e.g., Haydarpa~a Miltary Medicine 

School concert on 31.8.1908). 

c. -Balls and Movie Shows. 

Balls and cinematographe were the most powerful indi­

cator of the changing daily life with regard to their unpre­

cedence befor the revolution. Nevertheless, balls seem to 

have been common mostly among the forigners and minorities. 

For example, a ball was organized at the Opera Society (Soci­

eta Operia) to which the Italians living in Istanbul attended 

(25.8.1908). For the grand ball organized at the Jacome Hotel 

on Prinkipo, the paper informed that a steamer was assigned 

for the guests (27.8.1908). Another interesting instance 



event worth noticing was held on 6.9.1908 at the house of 

M. Aleksandr Ralink (-?). This ball was organized for the 

benefit partly of the C.U.P. to show their gratitude and 

partly of the Yalova (?- ; A) Hotel at FenerbaMe. 

Balls organized by Ottomans present an interesting 

and different recreational mentality which were accompanied 

with bands playing fas~l music (ince saz). For instance, at 

the ball, organized by the Ottoman inhabitants of Maltepe 

Kariye on 22.8.1908, it was decided to invite a fas~l group 

consisting of famous Ottoman singers and players. At the end 

of the advertisement, all men of futuwa were in vi te.d. Another 

'alla turca' ball was held at Cengelkoyti, Tarlaba§~ for the 

benefit of the Enver and Niyazi cruisers at which the Imperi­

al Artillery Band participated. The price of tickets was five 

piasters (21.8.1908). 

Movie show advertisements informed that "perfect cine­

matograph films arrived at the Beyoglu Variety Theater to be 

shown evry night" (15.8.1908). An adjutant major, Mehmed 1hsan 

Bey--and a lawyer Said Bey gave speeches after the movie show 

at Kad~koy Ku§dili Theater for the benefit of exiles of Ab­

dtilhamid who could not go back their home for the lack of 

money (15.9.1908). 

d. Countryside Feasts. 

Since the reannouncement of the Constitution fell on 

summer, amusing races at sea and in the countryside as well 

as wrestling matches, gymnastic shows, etc., and traditional 

countryside amusements were commonly held to celebrate the 

event at well-known excursion spots of Istanbul. An example 
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of the traditional amusements in the countryside is the Q!!!­

oyunu performance at Qiftehavuzlar by Hamdi Efendi accom­

panied by Mesudiye Band for the benefit of exiles (25.8.1908). 

At Beylerbeyi, boat races and greasy-pillar games (yaif;h. di-·· 

~) were held in the afternoon; and an ortaoyunu was per­

formed next to the concerts of the band of Ertugrul Imperial 

Steamer and a fas1l group at night (30.8.1908). The officials 

of Customs Administration organized a countryside feast at 

Beykoz Pasture (Qay1r1) (19.8.1908). Under the protection 

of Egyption Prince Aziz Pasha, a boat race was organized at 

Moda with the participation of Prinkipe, Aya Stefanos and 

Kad1k~y Yatch Clubs (4.9.1908). For the benefit of the Nation­

al Fund, bycyle races were organized at Fenerbah~e undar the 

protection of the Tenth Municipality (5.9.1908). Wrestling 

games were organized under the surveillance of Izmid Educa­

tional Administration for the benefit of Izmid primary schools 

(15.9.1908). The famous Turkish wrestlers Ko~ Mehmed and his 

companinons who had won championship on the EUropean rings 

competed with each other at Btiytikkasaba (16.9.1906) for the 

victims of Q1r~1r fire. 

e. Theater. 

Theater functioned as a school for political social­

ization which basically taught national consciousness during 

the second constitutional period. In fact, even from the time 

of Young Ottomans, theater had had a similar identidy. So ·, 

that, from the first days of the revolution of 1906, the na­

tionalist plays of Namik Kemal, ~emseddin Sami and others 

were staged at once. These plays were performed by profes•·. 
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sionals such as Menak (or Menakyan) Efendi, Benliyan Efendi, 

AbdUlrezzak Efendi, ~evk1 Efendi, Komik Hasan Efendi, etc. 

as well as amateurs who were mostly students from the mili­

tary schools and were dedicated themselves to the constitu­

tionalist regime. 

The plays oft-performed were: 

"Fazilet MaSlub Olur mu?" {'Can Virtue be Defeated?'): 

The play was performed by the Nenak Efendi Theater under the 

organization of the Btiytikdere Youth Club at BUytikdere Fran­

cesco Theater for the benefit of the National Fund (21.8. 

1908). Another performance was carried out by the same troupe 

at Kad1koy Zambaoglu Open-air Theater on the behalf of the 

exiles (29.8.1908). 

"Vatan (yahud) Silistre" ('Fatherland (or) Silistria' ): 

The play vatan was of special significance for the Young 

Turks, written by Nam1k Kemal, a name identical with the 

"Warrior of Freedom" and had great respect among revolution­

ary circles. Almost all of the performances of the play were 

carried out by amateur groups; and it deserves the quality 

of being the most-performed play during the four months af­

ter the revolution. The first performance was held at the 

Naval Officiers' Academy on Halki (Heybeli) Island to which 

all non-muslim inhabitants of the island were invited, and 

had great success· (17.8.1908). Another performance was or­

ganized by Tanin at Tepeba~1 Open-air Theater tor the bene­

fit of the National Fund (21.8.1908). Second performance of 

the play by the students of Naval Officers' Academy with the 

participation of Ertugrul Imperial Steamer's band was carried 

out (}1.8.1908). FOr the victims of Q1r~1r fire, under the 
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protection of National Youth Club of Sar1yer, Btiytikdere and 

Yenimahalle, Vatan was staged at Tepeb&Ql Open-air Theater 

by an amateur troupe (2.9.1908). Another amateur group per­

formed the play at Kad1koy Zambaoglu Theater (3.9.1908). 

Following the concert of military band, vatan was performed 

by the students of the Military Lyce~ of Qengelkoy (3.9.1908). 

Students of The Kuleli Military Lyce~ also performed it at 

Tophane Training Square (4.9.1908). The performance of the 

Amateurs Union (Hevesk!ran Cemiyeti) was followed by the con­

cert of students of the Military Academy at the square of the 

Ministry Of war for the benefit of victims of Q1r91r fire 

(6.9.1908). Under Prince Sabahaddin's presidency, at Ernirg!n 

National Park, amateurs performed Vatan by the organization 

of Ernirg!n-Boyac1koy c.u.P. !or the benefit of victims of 

fire (8.9.1908). 

"Akif Bey", by Nam1k Kemal: During the graduation 

ceremonies of Rehber-i Tahsil Mektebi (School of Guide for 

Education)?- , located in Kti9tikkavgac11ar, the Ottoman Theat­

er Troupe performed "Akif Bey" at night for the benefit of 

National Fund (9.9.1908), By the Union of Kad1koy Youth, the 

play was again performed this time at Zambaoglu Open-air 

Theater (11.9.1908). An advertisement published on 14,10. 

1908, informs that Nam1k Kemal's play of seven acts will be 

staged at TepebaQ1 Municipal Theater in Pera by the Union of 

.Amateurs. 

Another play of Nam1k Kemal, "Gtilnihal" was performed 

by the students of the Artillary and Engineering Academy 

together with a comedy of one act, namely 11Sevgili ttstad"; 

and the recitator of Tevfik Fikret's famous poem entitled 

"Sis" ('Mist•) and"~" ('Return') (15.9.1908). 
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"Gazi Osman" was staged by E§ref Mustafa Efendi and 

his companions who were the students of Rolling-mill Factory 

(Haddehane Fabrikas1) (24.6.1906). For the benefit of victims 

of the ~1r91r fire and of the National FUnd, "Gazi Osman" 

was reperformed by the students of Engineering School at the 

Tophane Training Square and Kad1koy Zambaoglu Theater (14.9. 

1906). 

~emseddin Sami's "Besa (yahud) Ahde Vefa" ('Loyalty 

to the Oath')3 was also staged various times mostly by the 

Menak Efendi Troupe. While the play was on the papers note 

that the people became excited and shouted "Long live the 

Army!", "Long live Fatherland" (16. 6.1906). 

Plays were written in a few days to meat the demands 

for the revolutionary atmosphere. Of them "Nas11 Oldu?" (How 

Did the Revolution Happen?) was written by K~z1m Bey from 

the Third Army Corps. and performed by the Union of Amateurs 

at Tepeba§1 Theater (3.10.1906). It was reperformed at ~ehza­

deba§1 .A.11ateurs' Stage Theater beside 11 Zor Nika.b" (Ahmed 

Vefik Pasha, 1869) for the educational needs of children in 

Istanbuls schools (6.10.1906). Menakyan Efendi staged a play 

entitled "Kor Cizal"(?) for the benefit of National Fund and 

the victims of Q1r91r fire at Zambaoglu Open-air Theater 

(4.9.1906). Tahsin Nahit Bey wrote a play of five acts namely 

"Jon Tiirkler" ('Young Turks') which was staged at once by 

again Menak Efendi at Vezneciler Theater (11.10.1906). The 

profit of an ottoman author's historical play "Pano", written 

in French, performed by amateur actors was left to the C.U.f. 

(9.9.1906). 11 Tahammiil" ('Long Perseverence Suffering'), in­

troduced as a 'national play' was staged by ~evk1 Efendi 
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Theater at Vezneciler (4.10.1908). In the same theater, 

"Hiirriyet Neticesi" ('The Outcome of Liberty') was performed; 

in the mean time, Menak Efendi did not waste time and staged 

"0smanl1 Kahraman1ar1" ('Ottoman Heroes') (14.10.1908). The 

Ottoman National Theater Troupe who consisted of amateurs, 

performed "Sabah-1 Htirriyet" ('The Morning of Liberty') (15. 

10.1908 ; and 24.10.1908). Menak Efendi staged 11 Zeybekler" 

at Direkleraras1, ~ehzadeba~1 (19.10.1908). A play of three 

acts, "Plevne" written by Nuri Bey, was staged in French at 

Tepebau Theater (1.10.1908). Komik Hasan Efendi staged ".!!!. 
Ahbab Oavujllar" (Two Chums')' at ~ehzadeba~1 on behalf of 

the victims of Q1r~1r fire (21.9.1908). 

f. Traditional Ottoman Entertainment. 

Traditional performing acts such as Ortaoyunu, ~ 

!!! and Karagoz entertained the Ottomans for centuries. The 

newspapers also reflect the existence of the traditional 

Ottoman amusements. However, it is noteworthy that they were 

much less in number umpared to the excess of western-style 

ones. Hevertheless, it is not clear whether the traditional 

type of amusing activities were really seldom; or just that 

they need not to have been advertised in newspapers. At any 

rate, however, only a few advertisements informing them can 

be observed. 

One of the traditional Ottoman entertaintments is 

the ortaoyunu ·.·performed for women by Komik Hamdi Efendi 

at KuruCe§me, Maltepe for the benefit of National Fund (22. 

8.1908). At Ku§dili Theater, an ortaoynu performance was 

realized by Komik Hasan Efendi under the protection of the 



"As of tomorrow the famous deer4 who had join• 
ed Niyazi Bey's guerilla group will be exhi­
bited at the first flat of Let!fet Building 
opposite the First Municipality Administra­
tion, Direkleraras1; for women from 5 to 10 
a,m,, and for men after 10, for the benefit 
of the victims of fire and of the educational 
institutions of Resnel" 
(3.10.1908) 

B. Changing Daily Life 

1. Changing Position of Women 
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For the first time, women began to participate in 

social and political life as soon as the proclamation of 

freedom, On the next day of the imperial rescript informing 

the reannouncement of the Constitution, and during the cel­

ebrations of liberty held in front of the Sublime Porte, a 

woman gave a speech. She finished her words, "in fact, our 

Padi~ah had wanted the prosperity of the nation, Thank to 

God, he gave us liberty. Long live Padi~ah, long live lib­

erty!" (Ikdam, 13.7,1908), Ikdam describes the woman as such: 

"The zealous lady was the representative of the Ottomans' 

conscience," Again Ikdam informs a speech by Fatma Aliyye, 

"the virtous literary woman" (16,9.1908), The copy of the 

speech was published in full, Following the declaration of 

freedom, women began to write in newspapers and magazines, 

In this respect, Tanin presents a more modernist approach 

represented by the various articles of Fatma Aliyye, Halide 

Salih (Edib) and Nig!r Mtinir, Halide Edib tells in her mem­

oirs how she began to write in Tanin: 5 



"In. the general enthusiasm and rebirth I became 
a writer ( ••• ) To me, at the time of which I 
speak, it was flattering to collaborate with 
the famous writers of the day; I was entirely 
unknown and was just at the begining of my 
career as a writer ( ••• ) Among the progressive 
thoughts which 11 Tanine" aa.vocated and which 
aroused the bitterst opposition was that of 
emancipation of woman. The very mention of 
giving her an equal chance in education and 
of elavating her social status enraged the 
conservatives. ( ••• )I had become a very busy 
journalist and writer in three months. Ire­
ceived a great many letters on widely varied 
subjects. Beside these letters I received 
visits from a great many women belonging to 
different classes who carne to me their per­
sonal troubles and asked edvice." 
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Women sent letters to papers about problems of woman, 

tor example, the letter of Fatma Sabiha Han1m from Bostanc1 

entitled "Education of woman" (1.9.1908). There appeared 

numerous women's organizations which organized various activ­

ities for maintaining the constitutional regime. They collect­

ed money to help the exiles, victims of fire, families of 

the martyrs of the despotic regime. women went to newspaper 

administrations to inform the puplic of their charitable so­

cieties. For example, Sabiha, Bedia, Mediha Hanlms visited 

Ikdam to declare they founded a society for the Ottoman ex­

iles (22.8.1908). Osmanll Kadlnlarl Cerniyet-i 1ttihadiyesi 

(The United Society of Ottoman women) organized a mevlid 

meeting at the holy Yeni Cami for the spirits of martyrs of 

freedom (12.9.1908). Another mevlid was held at the holy 

~ehzade Camii, organized by tttihad ve Terakki Cemiyeti Kadl­

koyti Heyet-i Merkeziye-i Nisaiyyesi (c.u.P. Kadlkoy Women 

Assembly) (14.9.1908). A women organization, namely Selanik 

Tahsil GormU~ Kadlnlar Cemiyeti (The Union of Educated Women 

of Salonica), changed their colors to red and white, because 
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their previous colors blue and whit& did not correspond to 

national colors (12.9.1908). At a meeting held by United 

Society of Ottoman Women, Fehime Han~ made a speech to mo­

tivate these present to make donations for victims of fire; 

and 2500 piastres were collected at once (27.8.1908). Kad1-

k~y Women's Organization formed a representative groupe to 

visit sultan the women Of the Ottoman royal family and the 

family of the Khidiv of Egypt who spent summers in Istanbul. 

The group first visited Hatice, Fatma, Naima and Zekiye Sul­

tans, then, went to the palace of Khidiv; and got a great 

deal money (22.8.1908). The wife of Dr. Rafet Husameddin 

Pasha gave 600 Ottoman liras which she collected from the 

women of G~ztepe (21.8.1908), An organization was formed un­

der the name of Ta'lim-i Nisvan-1 Osmaniye (Education of Ot­

toman women), and Fehime Sultan, the daughter of Sultan Murad 

was elected the president (12.10.1908). Thus, the status of 

women began to change so swiftly that the reaction appeared 

at once demanding that they should to in their traditional 

place. 6 

2. Boycott Against Austrian Goods and Demonstrations 

Related to Bosnia-Herzegovina 

The annexation of Bosnia-Herzegovina by Austria irri­

tated people so much so that demonstrations against the Aust­

rian goverment were started, and influenced all over the 

country. For instance, it was informed that a mob consisting 

of Turks, Rums and Englishmen protested Austria holding a ·· 

demonstration in Dedeagao (16.10.1908). On the same day, the 

people of Tekirda~ both from villages and towns demonstrated 
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ing to preset the Austrian and Bulgarian goverments and to 

show the national gratitude to the Great Powers was held at 

Sultanahmed Square (14.10.1908). The first demonstration was 

started by people of Unkapan~, Fatih, Ku~tikmustafapa~a going 

to the British Ambassy to thank the British goverment. On the 

same night another group consisted of the Rums, Armenians 

and Muslims also went to the British Ambassy (7.10.1908). 

Following these examples, demonstrations were continued the 

next day in a similar way. The mob went to the embassies of 

France, Russia and Great Britain, then, they gathered in 

front of the building of Ministry of war, declaring that 

they trusted the goverment's decissions (8.10.1908). 

Nevertheless, some incidents shaded the common na­

tional feeling. For instance, it was noticed that the popu­

lar white fezs now worn in protest instead of the tradi• 

tional red ~ commonly made in Austria, symbolizing the 

hatred toward that country, were in fact manufactured in 

Austria as well, (14.10.1908). A certain Ko~u of Karaman in 

the mob protested the event in front of the Serbian Embassy 

triea to persuade the crowd to empty the Galatasaray Prison, 

but he failed (9.10.1908). The Rum attacks on Bulgarian citi­

zens of tne Empire in Samatya, was another example which com­

pelled the Bulgarians to close their shops (13.10.1908). It 

is understood that some rumours about the probable attacks 

of Muslims to the non-Muslima were so common that warning 

denying those rumours were published (14.10.1908). 
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}. Strikes 

Following the revolution,some interesting events oc­

cured because of the various understanding of 'freedom' in­

spired from the Constitution. Some considered it, 'the free­

dom of not going to work', so that the c.u.P. had to publish 

two communications on August 7 ~d 10, 1908 to persuade people 

to go back to their work. In the course of time, this atti­

tude was replaced with common strikes against which nothing 

could be done, due to the lack of any specific regulations 

on strikes. Nevertheless, one was hastily prepared and admit­

ted on Oct.6, 1908 to prevent the strikes which atrophied 

the economy. 

Strikes were started by the typesetters of all French 

papers, except Le Moniteur Orientale (18.8.1908). Porters of 

Istanbul harbor striked on 20.8.1908. Coal transportation 

laborers followed them, demanding an increase in their wages 

(22.8.1908). Employees of bakers joined in the strike waves 

complaining about their low wages,and got what they demanded 

(23.8.1908). workers of the train factory (~imendifer fabri­

kas~) near the Customs Administration at Sirkeci Station, 

striked for higher wages, however, they began to work when 

they obtained a promise from the company (24.8.1908). Labor­

ers of the Haydar~a~a Station applied to the director with 

the demand of equal wages and declared that otherwise they 

would strike (28.8.1908). When bakers of Beyoglu, Taksim, 

Bogazkesen, etc. tried to stop cooking bread, people attacked 

their shops and beat the bakers so that the municipal police 

forced the bakers cook bread and distribute them to the pub­

lic (28.8.1908). 
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In the mean time, strikes became common all over the 

country, For instance, clerks and other employeDs of the Ay­

d~ Railway Company striked (Aug,l8, 1908},Employers of Sa­

lonica Rumeli Railways (5,9.1908), Anatolia Railways (14.9. 

1908), and Orient Railways (14.9.1908) followed them, Strikers 

who worked in Ayd~n Railways derailed the train at Develikoy 

Station and caused great damage (3,10,1908), To prevent such 

events, two detachments of troops (boltik) were decided to 

form by the Ministry of war (3.10,1908), The two detachments 

sent against the strikers who worked in Zonguldak Mine Com­

pany were recalled, because the strike was over (10,10,1908), 

Tobaco laborers of Samsun distrupted public security by their 

terrorizing demonstrations during the strike, They were join­

ed by some "idiots" from the people and attacked the house 

of the Regie Administrator, Therefore, the administrator 

mentioned decided to hide (12,10,1908), 

It was heard that because of the officials of Sirket-i 

Hayriyye decided to strike, the board of directors of the 

company met and took some measures (15.9.1908), On the same 

day,the Ikdam informs about the strike of laborers of the 

trolley company, employers of the Anatolian Railways Com­

pany, next to the petition of the porters of Haydarpa~a Har­

bor contending their complaines and demands about the Anato­

lian Railroad Company which they gave to the goverment, The 

officials of trolley company striked, demanding the resigna­

tion of M,Predikaris, the director,After a member of the 

c.u,p, gave them advice, they went back to work (17.9.1908), 

Porters of the Customs for Foreign Goods (Emtia-1 Ecnebiye) 

presented a petition demanding the examining of their kethUda 
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lzzet Bey's inagling }000 Ottoman liras (19.9.1908). The 

officials and employers of Evruzdibak Commerce House striked 

in order "not to remain behind the fashion for striking" (23. 

9.1908). The waiters of beer houses at Beyo~lu striked to 

end the 12-hour-workday, and demanded extra wages. They wan­

dered on the streets with flags and when they saw the waiters 

of Tokatl~yan Hotel, still working, they gathered in front 

of the hotel demonstrating against their collegues (18.10. 

1908). 

4. Grimes 

Following the revolution, the increase in .the crime 

rate both in Istanbul and in provinces, stemmed from the 

amnesty which had been immediately transformed into a gen­

eral one. Although the revolutionary circles had envisioned 

the amnesty for only political prisoners, the mob poured out 

into the streets and emptied all prisoners without differ­

entiation between political prisoners and ordinary criminals. 

Beside the amnesty, the hesitant attitude of the police who 

did not know the extent of their legal jurisdiction, made 

especially the capital become a den of thieves, swindlers, 

murderers and the like. 

For insta~ce, a certain Sabri who had been convicted 

repeatedly was arrested for collecting money at K~s~kl~ and 

in other quarters of Istanbul pretending he was a member of 

a charitable society (20.8.1908). During the church worship 

(ayin-i ruhani) held at the Armenian Church for "comforting" 

the souls of people who sacrificed their lives under despotiam 
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pickpockets who stole money, chains and watches were arrested 

by the people and handed over the police station (14.8.1908). 

Some "upstarts" dared to violate. and offend Huslim women, 

encouraged from the wandering of prostitutes around the Grand 

Bazaar. To punish them, "virtue" teams were formed by the 

Ministry of Public Security (14.8.1908). A communication by 

the same ministry warned people about false five-piastre 

pieces which were being circulated (2.10.1908). A known 

trouble maker Ayvac1 Yorgi having become drunk, assaulted 

a woman at the Gamrinus Beerhouse in Beyoglu, and he fired 

his gun to the people who wanted to stop him. Yorgi was ar­

rested near the Saint Maria Church (23.9.1908). On the other 

hand, Hasan Basri who swindled the officers of Harbour Mas­

ter Office, disguising as a member of the.c.u.P., was sen­

tenced to one year in prison (18.9.1908). Mehmed of Qemi~­

kezek who was the tablak~r of a baker in Kti~Ukmustafapa~a, 

and his friend SUleyman tried to violate a prostitute. When 

the servant of the brothel, Mehmed interfered with the ag­

gressors, they wounded both him and Pandeli who was an ap­

prentice of a coffee house (20.9.1908). Accompanied by Osman, 

the watchman, Mustafa and Hasan, the people of a village 

tied to Makrikoyti, named Pirin~, entered with arms the pas­

ture of Istrati Qorbac1yan at Bogazkoyti. After they wounded 

the herdsmen and seized 362 goats, they withdrew shouting 

"Long live freedom!" (20.9.1908). Handritten papers which 

included threatening and loathsome paragraphs against the 

seyhulislam were plastened on the walls of the holy Ayasofya, 

Ba.yezid and Stileymaniye mosques (21.9.1908). Again, three 

men with hats,fired into the air walking on the Hamidiye Road 
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at night. The bullet entered a house through the window and 

a woman named Vasilika and her son were wounded (20.10.1908). 

Another accidental event occured in SakJ.zagac1. A clerk of 

Zl.rbkl. (?) Bank, Hektor Kiryokidi visited the Tahidromus 

Paper and told that bullets fired by unknown men entered his 

home in the same way and almost wounded his son (17.10.1908). 

Because the theater owners at ~ehzadeba~J. insisted on not 

paying the donation on behalf of the Darti~~afaka and Hidjaz 

Railway, the Ministry of Home Affairs informed and instructed 

the Ministry of Public Security to deal with the matter (5. 

10.1908). In other news, rich Egyptians who came to Istanbul 

to celebrate "liberity", attempted to buy cariyes although 

slave trade was long before forbidden! (31.8.1908). Some drunk 

men cursed and sweared as they were passing by a boat in front 

of the yal1 of an honorable person living at ~ubuklu, Bogaz­

i'6i (18.8.1908). The lieutenant Ahmed Efendi caused a scandal 

in a brothel at Btilbtilderesi, and the police interfered with 

the matter; he said that he was a member of the c.u.P. show­

ing a stamped paper. The superintendent handed him over to 

the regimental police officer of Beyoglu. The officer freed 

him considering the matter unimportant. When the importance 

of event was noticed, however, he was procecuted again(23.8. 

1908). A non-Muslim,named Levka a known criminal who lived 

in Btiytikdere, and hisfriend Koti of Yenimahalle who used to 

give "journals" to the Be~iktafi police, stared to drink and 

enjoy themselves at Domuzdere. Drawing their guns and firing, 

they terrorized the people. When adjutant major Habib Efendi, 

the commander of Agac;ll. troops, tried to stop them, they at­

tacked him and daredthreaten to cut him down, for being he 
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one of those responsible for the redeclaration of the Con­

sitution. Then, one of the culprits rode on his back saying 

"Now, everybody is equal. Knell down! I will ride on you. 

I will give you a pitcher and you will bring water to me." 

The people asked for help from the military police at K~s~r­

kaya. The lieutenant Kadri Efendi came with ten soldiers. 

When he tried to arrest them, however, Levka fired at him, 

and soldiers responded in kind. Finally, he was arrested 

(21.8.1908). In other news, there was a decision concerning 

the Bahriye Rti§tiyesi whose students had organized a meeting. 

In spite of the advice of the police, the students did not 

obey. The paper notes that children of ages 8 to 10 "pouring 

into the streets", acted against the whishes of their parents 

and teachers, thus proving the inefficent disciplinary 

system of the previous regime. (28.9.1908). 

5. Newspapers, Magazines and Books 

Especially during the first months which followed 

the revolution, the Ottoman press gained a large number of 

new newspapers. Nevertheless, most o f them ceased circula­

tion after two or more issues.7 The press boom stemmed from 

a real need brought on by the revolution of 1908 which got 

its strenght largely from the press. From the first days, 

it had a privileged status within society, and usually was 

against the goverment, Htiseyin Cahit's article which he wrote 

about the complaints against the press by govermental circles 

explains the situation very well. In the article, he tells 

about his dream of an imaginary morning on which the papers 
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are not published. The people, confused by terrorizing rumors, 

panic and almost go mad. Then, the author supposedly woke 

up and the first action he did was to snatch the papers 

and start reading them. (Tanin, 21.8.1908, "Bir Korkulu RU­

ya"). As a result of the general encouraging attitude toward 

the press, papers daily and weekly magazines began to circul­

ate folioing one another. Just after the revolution, jour­

nalist joined together and formed an organization named, 

Osmanl~ Matbuat Cemiyeti (Union of Ottoman Press). 8 Htiseyin 

Cahid says in his memoirs that 11 there appeared an epidemic 

Of publications, and everyone who wanted to tell anything 

that occured in their minds" started to publish a paper. 9 

Ikdam informs that the amount of the papers which 

was permitted to publish in Turkish and foreign languages in 

Dersaadet and in the provinces reached two hundred and eighty; 

while the number of printing offices which were permitted 

to work increased to thirtyeight until the end of September 

alone (19.10.1908). 

Not only papers, but an exceesive number of books 

appeared as well, mostly about the revolution. For example, 

Hat~rat-~ Niyazi Bey (yahud) Tarih9e-i Ink~lab-~ Kebir-i Os­

maniye'den Bir Sahife (Memoirs of Niyazi Bey or A Page from 

the Ottoman Great Revolution) was published (1.10.1908). 

Another work which appeared written by Mehmed Rti~dti Efendi 

who belonged to the Anzak1ye ulama, was entitled Ikaz-~ 

Millet ('Awaking of the Nation') (6.10.1908). Among the 

works of the late Muallim Naci, Heder ('The Loss') which 

describes the years of despotism and the formation of nation­

al consciousness, consisted of two sections and a four act 
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play which was also published around the same days (3.10.1908). 

Abdtilhak Hamid's latest work Ziynet began to be serialized 

in the Ikdam (25.10.1908). In the end, the unpeacedented 

freedom of the press lasted until the Press Regulation of 

1908. 

6. New Educational Institutions 

The declaration of the Constitution gave the various 

nationalities within the Empire the motivation of forming 

new schools, most of which were named as "uhuvvet" (frater­

nity}, "ravza-i terakki" (the paradise of progress) hinting 

at the principles of the revolution. Not only individuals 

but the state, too, also initiated the foundation of schools 

such as a Topcu Endaht Mektebi (Artillery Firing Academy) (}O. 

8.1908) at Salonica, a Polis Mektebi (Police Academy) by the 

Ministry of Public Security (5.9.1908). The above-mentioned 

schools, Ravza-i Terakki at Usktidar was conceived as a perfect 

educational institution which was as sound as the European 

schools (17.9.1908). To help the body training of Muslim, 

christian and Jewish youth, Selim S~rr~ and Dr. R~za Tevfik 

Beys decided to form a Terbiye-i Bedeniye Mektebi (Body Train­

ing School) (12.9.1908). Uhuvvet Mektebi was formed by a 

joint-stock company with 5000 Ottoman liras (23.9.1908). 

The founding of the Mekteb-i Sanayi (School for Industrial 

Education) was deciaed to serve the interest of the Ottoman 

economy by procuring the progress and perfection of industry. 

(21. 8.1908). A school for fine arts was e.stablished in Us­

ktidar under the name of Ftinun-u Nefise Mektebi (14.9.1908). 



Aside from those mentioned, lots of new iptiadis, rti§diyes 

and idadis were opened. 

Educational institutions, especially higher ones, 

functioned as political and social centers for revolutionary 

circles. The students and graduates of these schools formed 

numerous organizations for progress and helped one another. 

One of the first formed, Mtilkiye Mezunlar1 Ittihad ve Teavtin 

Cemiyeti appeared as the ~oat active organization. They fre­

quently met at school to discuss the reforms in the administ­

rative, political and financial areas which were to be under­

takeD (16.8.1908; 24.9.1908, etc.). It was decided to form 

an organization called Mekteb-i Sultan-i Cemiyet-i Hayriyesi 

(Galatasaray ~yce~Charitable Society) (20.8.1908). An organ­

ization which would help the progress and elavation of the 

Daru~~afaka students and graduates was establised in a simi­

lar vein. (20.8.1908). 

7. Organizations 

During the second constitutional period, hundereds 

of organizations were formed by different nationalities and 

interest groups. Even the unions of separatist currents such 

as the Tashnak and H1ncak of the Armenians began to propagan­

dize their thoughts and programs freely through the papers 

and conferences. (The program of Tashnak-Sutyan Union, 1.10. 

1908; the conference .of Sabahliyan Efendi from the H1ncak 

Committee at the Usktidar Armenian Church, 30.9.1908). A 

group representing Beyoglu Rum Cemiyeti Edebiyesi (The Greek 

Literary Society) visited the Grand Vezir who was himself an 
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honorary member, to invite him to the conference which would 

be held in honor of the Greeks visiting the capital (28.9. 

1908). To provide the Kurds with the educational institutions 

fitting the necessities of time and the civilized world, be­

fitting the provisions of the Constitution, the Kurdish no­

tables living in Istanbul decided to form an association, 

too. (27.9.1908). Memalik-i Osmaniyye Musevi Uhuvvet Cemiyeti 

(Ottoman Empire Jewish Fraternity Society) organized a con­

ference which would explain the aims of the society (9.10. 

1908). Ermeni Htirriyet Cemiyeti (Armenian Freedom Society) 

organized a concert for the benefit of Armenian orphans at 

Kad1k~y Theater, during which the Bahriye Muz1kas1 (the Naval 

Band) played (4.9.1908). Osmanl1 Uhuvvet-i Arab Cemiyeti 

(Otoman Empire Arab Fraternity Society) was formedly Arab 

citizens who lived in Istanbul (1.9.1908). Another society 

called Arnavud Ittihad Cemiyeti (Albanian Union) , to the 

society Abdtilhamid gave 100 Ottoman liras, was formed by the 

Albanians who gathered in Beyoglu (30,8,1908). Albanians for­

med another society to assure the usage of Albanian as the 

educational language of Albania, called Arnavud Ba§k1m klubti 

(21.9.1908). 

Organizations for the progress of professions follow­

ed in abundance those already mentioned. For example, osman11 

Ziraat Cemiyeti (Ottoman Agricultural Society) was formed in 

order to promote agricultural activities within the Empire 

(27.9.1908). All employees of drugstores were invited to dis­

cuss the regulation of an association which would be called 

Eczac1 Mektebi MUdavimi Cemiyeti (Society for the Students 

of Pharmacy School-16.9.1908). A Makinist KlubU (Society for 
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Engine Drivers) would be formed in Adana in order to provide 

progress in the profession of engine driving concomitantly 

with agriculture which was considered to be one ot the most 

important aspects of modern agriculture (15.9.1908). Ittihad 

ve Terakki Osmanl1 Kimyagerleri Cemiyeti (the C.U.P. Ottoman 

Chemists Society) was formed by Ottoman chemists who met at 

the Library of A§ir Efendi, and they chose Faik Pasha as 

the irhonorary president, ~tikru Pasha as the vice-president, 

Cevad Htiseyin Bey as the Turkish secretary and Sengros Efendi 

as the French secretary (8.9.1908). Osmanl1 MUstahdemin-i 

Ticariye Cemiyeti (Ottoman Trade Employees Society) and Mtiret­

tibbin-i Osmaniyye Cemiyeti (Ottoman Type-setters• Society) 

were among other organizations formed to provide progress to 

their members by cooperation in their professions (17.8.1908). 

By the initiative of an architect Kemaleddin Bey, the grad­

uates of Hendese-i Mtilkirye and Sanay'-i Nefise Mektebi, and 

persons who were among the famous architects and engineers 

of the time met at the garden opposite the Sirkeci Station. 

Theydecide to organize a society called Osmanl1 MUhendis 

ve Mimar Cemiyeti (Ottoman Engineers and Architects Society-

29.8.1908). An advertisement invited veterinary surgeons, 

organizing in a society at Tepeba§1 Open-air Theater (2.8. 

1908). 
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V. TRADITIONAL STRATA OPPOSITION1 

fit.~na,lysis of the 31st March Incident, rell(uires the 

differentiation of the political unrest from the social dia­

content activated by the Incident. Represented by the alaYll. 

officers, the N.C. o. s and the lower-ran king ulama, the first 

category has been closely examined in various sources about 

the period given in the Introduction. In the case, the oppo­

sition of the ulama and the soldiers against the c.u.p. 
stemmed from the reorganizations concerning their legal sta­

tus. In a larger context, however, it should be noted that 

the second constitutional period had lllso opened up a new 

era for the Empire, especially in tenns of life style which 

was, step by step, westernized. For those in the second 

category, therefore, the other sections of the traditional 

strata of society suffering from the transfonnation of 

daily life, should be distinguished from the aforementioa­

ed components of the mutiny. Revertheless, both groups 

ended up on the same side insofar as the mutiny of 31st of 

March stayed alive. Although their v~eance or~ginated 

from rather different sources, it was directed towards the 

same adversary: t~e c.u.P. as the symbol of the revolution. 

The differentiation is necessary because of the inherent 

difficulties 1n analyzing an event, which ~irst occured 

within a legal framework, yet, then de te riora ted in to a 

typical traditional rebellion. Thus, such a categorical 

analysis of the Intident enables us to grasp the complex 

nature of this de te riora tion. 
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Unlike the first attempts at mil~tary reforms in ~ 

the eighteenth century, during the Tanzimat perd:od, the 

westernization process was extended to various aspects of 

life. !lowever, the state-oriented reforms had been imposed 

from the above. Furthermore, during Abdulhamid' s conserv­

ative reign, the political aspect of the process was entire­

lY neglected, or, contained, while the transportaJ;ional, 

educational facilities within the Empire were irreversibly 

westernized, or, modernized. Despite the despotism of Abdul­

hamid, however, the westernization process of the state 

had managed to continue. The lower-ranking bureaucrats, the 

ulama, and the alayl~ officers who belonged to the tradi..; 

tional strata of the state were also westernized somewhat, 

and had come to form a viable public in terms of express­

ing their views. On the other hand, the common people who 

consisted of artisans, tradesmen, and the lila! whose trad­

itional characteristic was the lack of direct patronage 

relations .. w~th the state, were all along primarily excluded 

from the westerniza~ion process. Although the traditional­

style expression of opposition, in other words, the tradi­

tional channels of communication were eliminated with 

westernization, they were not replaced with modern, or, 

western ones. In other words, the neglection of social 

aspects of modernization resulted only in the transforma­

tion of the state and itS employees including the tradi­

tional components. 
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While the political opposition of the traditional 

strata should be examined through an account of the poli­

tical even tSJ the dimensions of daily life in trans! tion 

which resulted in the reaction of people, can be found 1n 

newspaper3Collections. For example, Ikdam exhibits the chang­

esa in contrast, Volkan exposes the grievances of the 

traditional strata. 

SUFFERINGS OF THE TRADITIONAL STRATA 

A. Political Opposition in the Gu~se 

of Religious Opposition 

When Kamil Palla came to power as the Grand Vezir, 

he first attempted to reorganize the adiministration and 

the military,which resulted in the dismissal of a large a­

mount of alayll officers and lower-ranking officials. The 

Young Turks severely opposed the administration that charac­

terized the previous regime, which they con side red overstock­

ed·with unqualified officials who had been appointed only be­

cause for their allegiance to Abdulhamid shown through vjour­

nals", ·or, some other way. Furthermore, they felt that the 

alayll officers under Abdulhamid 's rule had been upgraded 

by oft-repeated promotimns in rank and salary, and honored 

with ni!lans in the capital, while the "patriotic" young 

officers had had to wor under dangerous conditions especial­

ly in Macedonia without regularly getting their salaries. 

In terms of the reforms brought on by the new re. 

gime, the emphasis was on the army, indicating that the 
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officers of the Third Army Corps who had proclaimed the 

constitution, focused especially upon the existing milit­

ary system which was deemed to be incompatible with the re­

quirements of the time. As a result of the need for reform, 

changes occured also in the training ~yatem, now based on 

Prussian-style discipline. According to the new system, 

military training was so regular and severe that religious 

rituals such as namaz, abdest, etc., which decreased the 

attendance of the soldiers, were minimized as much as pos­

sible. Considering that in the previous system, the soldi­

ers had nesd not to worl:at all, their immediate protestati­

tions was, to some extent, understand>able. Heavy training 

conditions which they were not used to, and the restric­

tions on the performance of religious duties were among the 

important stimula which led tfte Incident of 31st March. 2 

one of the most radical precautions in the Army 

which would lead the Young Turks to become efficient in the 

long run, was the prohibition of the N.c.o.s to become offi­

cers (that is, alayl~ officers), an attempt which was a 

delayed completion of the reforms of Selim III, Mahmud II 

and the Tanzimat. From the first efforts of westernization, 

the alayl~ officers had preserved their status in the army 

side by side with the mektebli ones who had graduated from 

the western-style military schools. Furthermore, they had 

managed to have the advantage of maintaining their status 

during the ~ign of Abdulhamid, because of his mistrust of 

educated officers and officials who had eaused, in his view., 

the abdication and then, the suspicious death of Abdulaziz, 

his predecessor and uncle. 
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To be precise, in the army, the discontended gr.oups 

consisted of the alayl1 officers who were, or might be dis­

missed from the amrya the N.c.o.s who had had the potential 

right to be an of:ficera and the rank and file of the army 

who werw.now subjected to strict discipline and heavy train­

ing conditions, at the expense of religious duties. Never­

theless, 1·t should_ be- noted that, unlike the first two groups, 

the discontented rank andffile of the Army were at the same 

time in concert with the opppeition within the common people. 

2. The Ulama and Secularization 

It is necessary to glance at the transjormation of 

the ulama through the modernization process, before look­

ing at their participation in the opposition which gathered 

around Volkan during the Incident of }1st March. 

Thvoughout the Classical age oj the Empire, the ula­

ma were the most privileged group among the other groups of -
the ottoman bureaucracy. This position not only came from 

the administrative power they had, but also stemmed from 

the social and financial duties. The autonomy which they had 

vis-1-vis the Palace strengthened their efficacy on all 

a~pects of life. 

socially they had a direct relationship with the 

people. The ulama carried out educational duties as hodjas 

in mektebs (primary schools) and as mi.iderrises in medreses 

(Islamic higher educational institutions); in the religious 

ceremonies they were the mosque functionaries; furthermore, 

they carried out judicial duties as jude,es. In the admiaist-
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ration, holding the highest ulama post, the seyhulislam 

(Chief Multi) executed the Sultan's edicts (kanuns) by is­

suing fetwas. The ulama were not considered as kul in con­

tra·st to the other members of the ruling class.} As a 

result, their heirs could enjop; having their own personal 

estates. T·ke !.!.!! administration of religious endowments, 

enabled tbe ulama further strengthen their financial power. 

By the eighteenth u'n tu ry, even though the ul a rna had 

acquired significant gains in their privileged status, a 

division occurred between the ulama that estranged the memb­

ers of the high and lower strata to each other. Mardin notes 

that the official ulama (ulama-i rUsum) were a new group, 

who had mostly obtained their diplomas in return for money 

or by the help of some other material interest. 4 On the oth­

er hand, the ulama-i tarik, that 1s, the genuine, educated 

ulama, felt disconten:ted about such develo:gments. Jl.ccording­

ly, the children of the upper group ul ama became members of 

the ulama class from birth (be~ik u1amas1). Thus, the diver­

sion between the lower and upper group graduallY became anta­

gonistic, and, finally, these two groups estranged each oth­

er on the whole part. 

westerniza~ion which seemingly took place from the 

beginning of the eighteenth century was accomponied with 

the eventual secularization of the Empire. In the past, when­

ever the west gained superior! ty over the East during their 

aamerous clashes, it was assumed to be due to the deviation 

from, and/or, insufficient practice of Islamic principles. 

In a graduallY accelerating process, a new type of ruling 
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elite replaced the ulama. During the Tanzimat period, the 

new ruling elite began to withdraw power from the ulama who 

had traditionally participated in tbw political center. For 

Mardin, the conseliuent decline of the Islamic institutions, 

especially medreeee, was an indication of the peripheriza­

tion of the ulama. 5· Reforms and reorganiza tiona in the 

educational and administrative fields, eubetituttng the west­

ernized institutions in place of the traditional-Islamic 

ones, confirmed this phenomenon. Relatione with the West 

necessitated the training of statesmen who could speak 

European languages and were ac~uainted with western-etyte 

life and thought. This need gave birth to the westernized 

educational institutions, starting first with the technical 

military schools. Then, followed riitdizafhich were supposed 

to bridge Islamic primary education with western-style uni­

versity e?ucation, and increased in number especially dur-
b ing Abdulhamid reign. Another aspec.t of the decline of the 

ulama .can Qe observed in the abolition of the Janiesaries 

who were their traditional allies. During the seventeenth 

and the eighteenth centuries, Istanbul was shaken with re­

bellions ltindled through the cot!lpera tion of these two groups. 

when the Janissary corps were replaced With the Asakir-i 

Maneure-i Muhammediye7 by Mahmud II in 1826, the ulama 

lost a most convenient ally. 

The reorganization of the vakfe by the same Sultan, 

was the final blow to the ulama in terms of financial~power 

and adminletrative autonomy. From then on, the revenues of 

the wakfs would flow to the Evkaf Miidiriyeti (later Nezaret) 
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This aleo meant that the revenues of medreses were controlled 

by the state. The decline of medreses seemed inevitable. due 

to the continuing westernization policy of the State which 

lasted at the expense of Islamic principles. 

BY the second half of the nineteenth century, there­

fore, the degradation of the ulama was almost complete. un­

der Abdu1hamid's pan-Islamicist policy, this degradation fur­

ther extended. In spite of the standard view that under Ab_. 

ulhamid•s regime, the modernization process stopped as a 

whole, in fact, the proces~ continued, even accelerated in 

most areas, except in the political field. This was a period 

when the means of mass communication such as railroads, tel­

egram and telephone networks wtre extended; the ril~diyes in­

creased in number together with !ihe augmentations ane after 

another of western-atyle tichnical schools. Abdulhallll.d 1 s 

Islamicist policy rather functioned to legitimize his rule 

uniting the pepple within the Ottoman boundaries which had 

been shrinking 4ay by day, only to the lands on which Muslims 

lived. This policy was direc.ted towards the sheik~, nakibs, 

seyyids and the like, who were not from the orthodox ulama 

but had 

of the 

power on 
8 Empire. 

people who lived on the Arab territories 

In other words, Abdulhamid' s Islamicism 

rested on volk-ISlam, and opposed orthodox Islam which 

showed an alliance to the Young Ottoman movement. 9 In many 

ways·.:: the pa rti<lipa tion of the ulama with the Young Turks• 

opposition was not a coincidence, but stemmed from the ulama•s 
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democratic platform, 
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Nevertheless, the ulama realized in a short time aft­

er the revolution of 1908 that their expectations overlap­

ped the Young Turk regime, The lower group ulama faced new 

limitations after the revolution, The modernization process 

accelerated covering all aspects of social life, in education, 

in administration: Now, even daily life, in contra~to Ab­

dulhamid's r~ign, was not exempt from the effects of wester­

nization, 

Together with general westernization and seculariza­

tion of life, minor changes concerning the ulama, for example, 

the obligation about military duty for talebe-i ulnm, in­

furiated the members of the ulama. Oonside ring the med re se s 

as the lthome of deserters•:10 the Young Turks required that 

the .edrese students• ex,mption from military service be 

determined through an examination. 

In sum, the ulama, especially the lower group ulama 

opposed the Young Turk ~ime which stopped them from re­

gainin.g their former privileged status, in addition, forc-

ed them to be more and more pepipherized from the political 

center. In their v-iew, the Islamic baser of the Empire would 

not tolerate the Young Turks because of their secular policy, 

For the ulama, the i:llegi timate character of the regime was 

not only the secular tendency of the sovernment, but also 

stemmed from the despotic attitudes of the Committee, In 

this regard, an alliance appeared 11 t once be tw•en the Lib­

eral party (Ahrar} and the lower group ulama•s voice, the 
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Vol kan paper. 

On the 31st of March, when they shouted "We want the 

§eri9tl", the ulama, in fact, wanted their .former status. ; 

Although secula rizi tion of life was not peculiar to the Young 

Turk P.fl:riod, the democratic atmosphere of the Revolution 

must have helped the ulama voice their demands in contrast 

to Abdulhamid•s reign. contrary to the popularly accepted 

view of the Incident, scholarly research indicates that, in 

fact, the ulama, even the lower ranks, did not try to destroy 

the parliamentary regime, \mowing their helplessness during 

despotism, but were trying to endeavor to regain their pow­

erful!.pOsi tion. 

B. The Plight of the Traditional Strata 

Aa BM• b the VGlku 

Although it invoked the name of God, and announeed 

that it would be the promoter of the ideology of Islam, 

Volkan also had parliamentary and humanist charateristic con­

firming the aforementioned differentiation between the tTadi­

tional strata. When one reviews the issues of Volkan, it can 

be easily noticed that the articles and letters are in large 

part written by the lower rail:king ulama and by the K.c.o.s 

and elayll. officers. Hafu Df'.rvifi Vahdeti himself was not 

a member of the orthodox ulama but a salik: of the Kaqiben-

d1 order. Bed1-Uz-zaman Said-i Kiirdi11 who wrote in Vol kan -
was another famous representative of the religious-politic­

al opposition. Farhi notes that this opposition consis. ted 
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of a "a mixture of Sufi concepts, popular Islam and poli t­

ical extremlsm, combined with concessions to the new real­

ity and to reforms showing European influences. ,1 2 

The political opposition against the c.u.p. had 

already come to an ex.cess when volkan first appeared just 

before the elections on the second level.1 3 In terms of 

pol~tical opinion, Volkan was biased towards KAmil Pa§a and 

the Liberal Party which the c.u.P. tried to repress by force. 

In line with this policy, the assasination of Hasan Fehmi, 

a journalist from the oppositionary Serbest.t, infuriated a 

large Rlember of people. His funeral became a demonstration 

of strength· of the opposition against the c.u.p •• The murder 

of a journalist was conceived to be a severe blow to the 

democratic regime and the responsibility fell on a govern­

ment which had, in their eyes, alread~ lost its legitimtcy. 

In shor-t, Volkan was born in an extremely disorder­

lY atmosphere not only in the social and religious sense, 

but also amidst political events. Therefore, the illegiti­

macy of the c.u.p. on the political platform because of 

its despotic inclinations was an oft-repeated theme on 

the pages of Volkan. 

one can see the political complaints of this strat­

um as a whole in the article lllhich was written by Dervifi 

Vahdet.t about the telegram sent to the papers by Niyazi 

Bey, one of the revolutionary heroes (March 19, 1909J 

Volkan). NiyAzi denied the rumors about his joining the 

Liberal Party and blamed the Press for being ungrateful to­

wards the c.u.P. which had saved the fatherland from despot-
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in some provinces like Monast1r, Kula, Soke, Edime, Kasta­

monu, Ankara, which was the strongholds of Islam. Vahdetl 

declares on the same article, that he got some letters 

threatened him with murder, At the end of this article, he 

repeated his offer about the union in which he saf the pro­

ape ri ty of people, 

It is quite easy to notice the similarity of views 

between the opposition of Vahdetl and of the Liberals which 

s"-mmed from their common political conflict, It reveals the 

dual character of Volkan : one representing the political 

opposition an~ the other is religious. To the first category, 

the letters from soldiers who complain .about the reorganiza­

tions in the Army may be added, Some theological students 

and Bedi-Uz-zaman Said-i KUrd! represent the other group in 

the Volkan circles. Tbe themes of the second group are, on 

large part, religious, relying upon the volk-Islam. 

Said-i Ki.irdl, in his article about Islam ("Long Live 

:;eriat-l. Garra,P/Islam/1 Volkan, February 29, 1909), askes 

the question that what makes the coastitutional regime come 

into force, guarantees the future in this and the next worlda 

protects aational life ,(hayat-1 milliye)J magnatizes and 

creates the publi~ opinion which is the essence of the uniona 

saves us from being "beggars" of Europe imitating western 

notions,(Avrupa dilenciliginden koruyan~a proc1aims false 

the previous vicious opininions of Europe about usa makes 

all the ,lama and !!!!es become servants for the unity and 

happyness of the people and the performances of legitimate 

constitutional government (hukllmet-i maljruta-i me9ruiyye)l 



79 

stops you from the intention of murder against the spiritu­

al life of three hundred thousand people, is Islam. on an­

other issue (March 18,1909), he speaks of the ~eriat stat­

ing that their way is to be armed with good virtues of 

Ahmedi, ·that is, Mohammedan, to recover the Sunnah of the 

Propheta to exalt the ford of God (iU'-Yl kelimet-ullah) 

under the tuidance of Islam (§eriat-1 Garra)armed with the 

'SWOrd of absolute proofs (berahin-1 kat•a). Some days later 

(March 24, 1909), a series of articles written by Said-i KUr-

" d1 appears, entitled as the Program which Includes the Con-

tent of the Objects and Opintons of Said-1 KUrdi (Said-1 Kllr­

di1nin Fihrtste-i Makas1d1 ve Efklr1n1n Program1d1r). Because 

of his adherence to Islam, the ulama, the Ottomans, the 

Caliphate, the Mohammedan-Union, and to the Kurds, he puts 

forth some ideas about the progress of these institutions 

and communities. Accordingly, the first requirement is to 

rest the e:onstitutional ~gime upon the four sects of 

Islam (that is, the orthodox schools) instead of imitating 

Europe in ordinances and morality (ahklim ve ahlAkta). In 

spite of Islam's superiority over all ather civilizations, 

some over-ambitious peopole with "childish·'nature" have at­

tacked the §ertat and blame Islam for being the basts of 

despotism1 a .claim he declares to be non-sense. He stresses 

the necessitY to rely on the §ertat for the endurance of 

the Ci1:>nst1 tu tional regime. 

KUrdi go•s on explaining ~is views on the need to 

remove the dtffe renee s of opinions and dissimila r1 ties of 

temperament wh:l;ch causes humiliations and makes the- men or 
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teklte, medrese and meltteb strangers to each other. Thus, 

fundamentally destroying IsLamic morality by infringing upon 

.concord and progress. He suggests that in western-style 

schools, religious lesrnings must be added to the cu:rriculum, 

Wbil• in medreses modern stiences must be studied. The third 

ar¢icle is about the ulama who must keep in step with the 

consti t'litional regime exercising the principle that the 

strength of an administration should base on law, and the 

strength:of "science" must be based on virtue· (Idarede lruv .. 

vet lea nunda olmall ve ilimde de ltuvve t ba kda olmall); other 

wise the despotism will occur. In medreses, although the " 

principle of the division of labor (taksim el-mesa'i) has 

been experienced, it iS better to accept public opinion as 

the monl expert which stems from the debates and exchanges 

of views in the meetings of theological students. Mo~ue 

functionaries, accGrding to Said-i Kiirdi, must have the abi­

litY of scrutiny and wisltom (muhaltkllt ve hakim olmall) so 

that theJ' can giVe proper advice as circumstances require. 

Another principle is to provide the progress of Ottomanistm 

relying upon the seriat. 'lhe dutj' of the Sultan is to work 

toward recovering Islamic learning and to make the sheikdom 

(Me~ihat) and the Caliphate of Islam become prospevous, 

and to resucue the people from ignorance. He adds that the 

Muhammedan Union will return towards frindliness with friendy 

lineae, and only when shown hostility will it show in kind 

so the non-Muslims and forigners need not worry about their 

attitudes towarda them. The last article is written to en­

lt;ghten the public opinion of the Kuma with the concept of 

I 
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national union (ittihad-~ mill!) in order to develop the 

great potential of the Kurds which has been lost until now 

because of the controversies among them. S:aid-i Ktirdi' s in­

teresting program consisted of these nine articles and mani­

fests the desires and hopes of the majority of the tradition­

al strata. 

Together With thesse articles, some letters !com 

the mosque functionaries, theological students and soldiers 

must also be evaluated. These letters, on large part, are 

full of complaints about the attacks against the §eriat. For, • 

instance, Eski~ehirli C.Fehim from the ulama criticizes 

(on March,7, 1909) the articles published on Neyyir-i Haki­

kat which he Calles the "organ of the Monaster C.U.P." In 

hie letter, he opposes intentions to stop the people from de­

manding §eriat and s&ates that just in CJISe thiS propaganda 

continues, the people beQOme angry saying "Yes, we want the 

;;eriat. if they want to survive. In his article entitled 

"A Cry from the Flitherland" (March 22, 1::109) DervU Sukut! 

speaks of the damage which the fatherl,nd had to face during 

the years of despotism, and demands to adorn it with the 

splendid gannent of sacred §eriat (;;>eriat-~ mutahhare li­

bas-~ mutahharesi ne techiz edilmesi). 

One of the functionaries of Bayezid Mosque, Divri~i­

li Mehmed Emin Hayreti•s letter (March 24, 1909) manifests 

better the lower-ranking ulama •s approach to the rank and 

file of the army. Hayrett begins with the protectors of 

Islam, firat God and the Prophet, then, the ula•a, and talks 

about the friendliness between the ulama and soldiers, a 
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relationship which resembles that between the body and the 

spirit. He continues the letter saying that the :ulama•s 

great service ensuring the obedience of soldiers by giving 

advice to them is not appreciated in this period. "To prove 

this claim, it iS sufficient to look at the bad treatment 

of the theological students." These sweet-natured and devot­

ed people find happiness in performing their sacred duty. It 

iS extremely wrong to look at them as deserters, on the con .. 

trary, they are the combatants of Islam who are ready to 

sacrifice their lives. "You, the people who are proud of your 

low quality education (Uc; gtinlUk tahsillerine magrur olup 

da), look down on the ulama 1 you are the moat ignorant of 

mens You do not have the right to talk about and criticize 

the §eriat of which you are tncapable of learning even one 

line.All you know are the rfles from Europe which is the de­

starrted version of the truth they had taken from Islam and 

mixed with all sorts of fraudS •• " says HayniU. 

A letter from the Fifth Regiment (Niday-1. Mazlumane­

'A Mild cry•) completes. the circle, complaining the distrib-

ution of soldiers who had been in the same units to different 

battalions (March 28, 1909). The letter wonders if they op­

posed to the seriat in order to deserve this treatment, add­

ing that they are not the kind of former soldiers who did not 

read and write. On the contrary, the TUrkish soldier iS able 

to explain his troubles through such just papers as Volkan, 

especially after the reannouncement of the Conati tu tion 

which was possible due to their efforts. In his reply to 

soldiers of the Fifth Regiment, Dervlfi Vahdett says that 

• 

' 

' 
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the Mohammedan Union is aiming to remove any obstacles on 

the way of tha endurance of din-i mUbin, that is, Islam. 

Aftttr eulogizing the soldiery, he declares that lolkan and 

the ulama work for them. Vahde ti oppose a the imitation of 

Europe saying "We have not accepted the Constitution to im­

port European practices, from they who have the intention 

of distorting our religion." N!vertheless, he warns the sol_ 

diers becoming too proud of their power and committing wrong­

doings. He advises them to be absolutely obedient towards 

their commanders who are expe~enced and educated. 

a. REACTION AGAINST SOCIAL CHANGE 

1. Kor Ali Incident -
"The Ministry of Public Security found out that 
the mosq_ue functionary of Hal1c1lar Cami'i, a 
preacher named mind Ali, an ignorant bloke, 
dared to defame the Constitution and our Consti­
tutional government at the Hoy Fii tih Mosq_ue; and 
yesterday, finn orders were given to the pollee 
officers to iirrest the said person at once. The 
duty of a preacher i• extremely important and 
delicate. A preacher should know all sorts of 
"sciences" (ul{l.m-u fiettii) comprehensively, so 
that he should be iiWiire Of the pOSSible dam&ge 
of Jais words on the \Qeriat. Otherwise, if any.,. 
one who happens to sit down in front of a riihle 

ventures to give advice to the people, much harm 
will occur both in civil administration (~­
~), and in polity. In f&ct, a decision which 
prevented non-q_ualified persons from functiona 

ing as preachers has been held. The arrest of 

I 
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Kor Ali showed that the decision is in i'orce 
which dure rve s our gratitude." 

This piece of news was published on Ikdam on Octo­

ber 7, that is, on the ninth day oi' Ramadan of 1908, As 

mentioned in the paragraph, Ki:ir Ali who was a preacher, to­

gether With his supporters who consisted oi' 'Ramazan Busy­

bodies• (that is, owners oi' coffee houses, restaurants and 

i'ood shops who had sothing to do with themselves during the 

day on account oi' the fast)17 after the Friday prayer at 

Fatih Mosque, they walked together as • mob and gathered in 

front oi' the Y~aldu Palace. When the Chief Secretary, Ali 

Cevat Bey asked what tlley wanted, KOr Ali and his i'riend !s­

m9il Ha kkl shouted 11 We don • t want the Constitution." Abdul­

hamid came to the window and assured them that necessary in­

structions would be gi4Jeil. Of the mob, Kor Ali and !email 

Hakkl were arrested and judged by the Criminal Court i'or 

attempting to alter and destroy the present form of the Otto­

man government (Ikdam, october 22, 1906). The indictment .. 

wrote that during the Friday prayer Ali and !email Hakkl had 

said that the Constitution and the Assembly were contradict­

ory ta the seriat; the words of liberty, fraternity and 

equality were nonsense; .a flock could not be existed with­

out a shepherd. After exciting the crowd, Kor Ali and his 

friend made some people wear turbans on their f!.!• golt ann­

ed, and went to the palace. When the Minister of Public 

Security tried to stop them, Kor Ali shouted that he was 

appointed by God to put the Seriat into practice again. Isma­

il Hakkl added that they did not want the Assembly; they 

' 
I 

f 
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only wan ted the ee ria t and the . 3hephe rd •1 a 
During their trial, when the magistrate asked Kor Ali 

if shouting against the government did not mean to rebel,. 

he rejected the criae ascribed him, saying that in a liberal 

period everybody had the right to utter their thoughts (tkdam, 

october 27, 190B). He went on saying that the §eriat was 

not 1a fb~ce at the present time; the bars were kept open, 

. women removed the veil, adding that he wrote the Kelam-1 Ka­

dim on the flag for the manifestation of the §eriat. In his 

statement, Ismail Hakk1 enumerated their demands as such: 

that bars should be closed, photographs and pictures should 

be removed; women of Islam (muhadderat-1 tslamiye) should be 

prevented from being indecent (a<;1k sa<;1k)a theaters should 

be closed~ and that the ~eriat must be brought into force. 

tbnhim Efendi, a theological student stated as aa eyewi taess 

that •e had tried to stop the people from conforming to Kor 

Ali's advice which was aiming at intrigue against the Con­

stitution, but he had failed. 

Actually, Kor Ali incident was regarded a reaction-

ary movement and was violently among the revolutionary circles. 

when similar events occured in succesion, the common belief 

was that a reactionary organization had been formed against 

the constitutional regime (Ikdam, october 10, 1908). 

Of these reactionary movements some deserve attention. 

For instance, a piece of news entitled "Mad People Are Wander-, 

ing without Chain," ( 1Deliler ZiaG:irsiz Geziyor• .o!kdam, 

october 10, 1908), mentions a certain Ahmed ~mdi who pro­

voked an incident during the Friday prayer at the Holy Fatih 



86 

Mosque. He apparently brought out a dagger saying that le 

is a volunteer of Islam who caae there to die. When he was 

arrested a petition addressing to the Sultan and two letters 

wrJ.tten in Arabic were found in his pockets. Because he w.as 

wounded when he was beaten by the people, he was carried to 

the Hospital of the Genanl Prison. The .. paper mentioned the 

deranged manners of Abdlilkadir, as told by told by the attor­

ney of the Imam of the Yeni Cami' of Scutari, at the begin­

ning of the news. This event was later called "Karagoz". 

After making the community swear an oath to follow him, Ab­

dalkldir raided theaters and Karagoz places and destroyed 

them.l9 

2. BeOiktat Incident 

" A widow living in Zincirlikuyu, Beiiikta(i, named 
Eedriye, left home to marry Todori, a gardener. 
Police WIS warned by her father and when they 
were brought to the Station House, the people 
tried to lynched them. Tbe woman was injured 

seriously, while the gardener died." 

(Ikdam, October 15,1908) 

on the day after the Be9ikta~ incident, it took plaee 

on the papers as·a simple. polJ.Ce e•ent. Nevertheless, it 

divided public opinion into two parts and the pro-western 

TUrks accepted it as the symbol o~ the reactionary spirit. 

The event showed that the basiS for fraternity which was 

supposed to have been ensured by the reproclamation of the 

constitution, still remained as an utopia. This event frigh~­

ened the. non-Muslims and forelgners, as well as the pro-west-



tern Turks, and from then on, 11 rumour about the probable 

athcks against 4 these circles 

the papers of minorities. 20 

made headway especially in 
,-
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When the legal investigation erlded, of the culprits, 

it WIIS decided that eight were to be judged according to the 

article 170 of the Criminal Code, and the rest in accordance 

with article 175. (':~The Culprits of the Be9ikta~ Incident, 

!kdam, october 26, 1908). The news g~s on as the following: 

"Who are the men who do not recognize the stat~ 
ute of §er•iye (ahklm-1 §er'iye); raided a 

police stat1on threshing the laws and human-

ity; committed murder during such a delicate 
period of our conutry? To understand what kind · ·· 
of persons tpey 11-re, we write down thetr names 
as the following: Blind Ba].;il, the warden of 
Coppersmiths (Bak:Lrc:Llar Kethtidas:L); Ali of 
Bolu; !email of Bal:Lkesir; Halil, the butcher; 
Bekir Hoca, the porter; Mehmed, the butcher; 
Huseyin, the weigher of firewpod (odun 9ekicisi) 

are decided ot be jud~d according to the 170. 
11rticle. Tbe others who will be judged in accor­
ance with article 175. are Tevfik, Ali, ~ahin, 
Hamid, Mehmed, Osman the sergeant." 

1. The 'Legal strilte' of t.he bnk and F-ile of the Army 

on the whole part, the reorganizations in the army 

mentioned in the beginning of the chapter, irritated most 

of the soldiers who belonged to thetraditional strata. They 

were aw11re of their discreditation, 11nd complained about 

the restrictions on performing their religious duties. Under 

these circumstances, the gathering of the of Piling arms 
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of the rank and file of the Infantry Battalion in Ta~kl~la, 

was matlll"oilly interpreted as a rebellion, in contrast to 

the ancien r,:«ime in which there sort of acts were regarded 

as almost legal. On cotober 19, 1908, 'he Third Light Caval­

ey Battalion of Salonica came Istanilul and ae ttled in Ta~­

lo.lllal in return, the Infantry Battalion was decided to 

be sent to Jidda. Some of the soldiers of the. Infantey .Hat­

talion protested the decision demanding their discharge from 

the army (October }1, 1908). 21 They did not listen to advice 

and resorted to a rrns against the Salonica Bil ttalion. Their 

demonstration was damped down after murderi'll;g some soldiers 

among them. This violent treatment against the Ta~kl~la Bat­

talion is an explicit proof of the Young Turks• attitude 

about the ideal disciplinary systen in the army. A similar 

event stemming from the replacement of the battalions,occur­

ed on April 6, 1909. The Albanian Battalion of the Ylld1z 

Palace was aent to Salonica b~ train, while the Areb Battal­

ion of the same palace was sent to Syria by ship. Albanian 

soldiers pro.testeu the situation by firing into air when the 

train was leaving. 

Although they both belonged to the traditional strata, 

the difference between the alayll officers and tlile rank and 

file of the army bevomes more visible here. Tht dismissed 

officers organized a meeting at Fevziye Coffee House in ~eh­

zadeba~l to protest the government (March }1, 1909). The peti.,. 

tion addressing the Ministry of Education which was written 

by the theological students (Ultlm-u Aliye-i Diniye)must)be 

mentioned, too. They stated that if a reorganization of the 
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curriculum was not held , they would not enter classes 

(Novembt:r 12, 1908). The students remained faithful to the 

frame~ork of the constitution and conformed to the rules of 

the regime, using the modem media to utter their desirata. 

However, among the theological students, some preferred the 

traditional way of exposing their complaints. For example, 

the students of medreses gathered in Bayezid Mosque, and de­

manded that the examination which they had to take for exemp­

tion from military service should be postponed on February 

27, l909i 

The above-mentioned events indicates a significant 

dichotomy within the traditional strata, and in line with 

the differentiation proposed at the beginning of the ')' 

chapter. 

4• Attacks Against women 

one of the most important changes which occured in 

the Constitutional period appeared in the status of women, 

They simply began to participate in social life for the 

first time. BY gi~ing speeches to crowds, writing articles 

1n papers and magazines, going to theater shows, forming 

verious organizat~on, women gradually left their tradition­

al position. The process was to continue throughout the 

Constitutional reriod, and reached its climax during the 

Republican Period. However, at the beginRtng, the transform­

ation of the sta~us of women was considered as an attack 

against the values of Islam by a certain group within the 

society. Infuriated with the developments, they talked 
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about the necessity otl putting presumptious women in their 

places in the name of the §eriat. The changing posit~on of 

women deserves attention, as an outstanding phenomenon indic­

ating the stimula to the traditional strata to become oppo­

nents of the present regime. 

"The overgarments (r;;arfiaf) of some Islam 
women who went to the noly motques to 
listen to the sermon and advice were 
cut by some unreasonable persons (mtina­
sebetsizler taraf~ndan). Yesterday, at 
Holy Sul tanahmed Mosque, the culprits 
of the same crime could not be arrest­
ed. Poor ladies went their home &loom­
ily o II 

f!lcdam, October 10, 1909) 

n Today, two women and an officer who were 
all d reseed tidilY, got in to a phaeton 
with a closed folding hood; they let 
their agha sit down nearby the driver, 
and moved to Gedikpa~a. on tne way, 
they were attae:ked by a crowd of three 
hundred or more rough men. Consisting 
of paper boys, firemen, rank and file 
of the army, the mob ran after the 
carrier until they arrived in front 
of the Police Station near the Mouse­
leum of sult~n Mahmud. The mob shouted 
at the officer "You get into the same 

carrier with prostitutes," and pulled 
him down; they severely beat the aghas 
cut the harness of the horsess and 

tried to remove the veils .of tee women." 
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The practice of lillaacking women became ao common 

that even the editor-in-chief of Ikdam, Ali Kemal ~. who 

belonged to the opposition, had to write articles about the 

subject. For example, on October 19, 1908. in 1kdam, his ar­

ticle is entitled "The more religiosity is praisew.orthy, 

the more fanaticism is discreditedV (Diyanet ne kadar mem­

dub ise ta,_assub o kada r mezmumdur: ~emse tt1n Sami- Kamus-u 

TUrk!). 
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rebellions which Will be summarized below are Patrona Halil 

Rebellion· of 1730, Kaba~l Rebellion of 1807, Kuleli In­

cident of 1859, and the suh te demons tra tiona of 1876 .• 2 

~ Patrona Halil Rebellion 

The period of Ottoman history called the Tulip Age 

which coincided with the reign of Ahmed III (1703-1730), 

exhibits the first steps taken in order to modernize the in­

a.ti tu tiona and social 1 ife. of the Empire. A most famous 

charac.ter of the period was Damad !brahim Pa~a, the first 

Ottoman Grand Vezir to believe ih the importance of !mowing 

about Europe for the foretgn affairs of the Empire. During 

his temm of office, the first Ottoman ambassadors were sent 

to several cajbitals of Europe, not only !or commercial or 

diplomatic relations but also to learn about European insti­

tutions and way of life in order to adapt them to the otto­

man Empi~. The reports of Yirmise.ll:iz <;elebizade Mehmed E­

fendi, Ni~li Mehmed Agha, Muatafa Efendi, etc, which they 

preparad during their missons to Europe, provided for the 

Ottoman ruling class a new outlook on life-style. Palaces 

modelled on European, especiallY French-style arhi tecture 

on the coasts of Hali<; and Boga&ic;i were constructed! very 

big, ornamented fountains , gardens and parks were arraneed 

luxurously, and, of course, the tulip was the most favorable 

plant, so much so that a bulb could be misused as a favor 

to obtain offical posts. In these palaces, the Sultan, the 

Grand Vezir and other members of tne upper class enjoyed 

themselves in an unprecedented way. As a matter of fact, 
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had never been seen such a period of squandering. The econo­

mic crisis which resulted in the devaluation of money decreas­

ed the standard of livang, basically from absence of war 

booty. The CJilmpaigns now resorted to Iran which lasted long 

years an.d did llOt produce much profit, angered the people. 

The efforts of the Grand VJzir about the renewal of the army 

and the reforms ill the administration caused the reaction of 

the Janissaries and lowe r-rahkill.g bureaucrats. The duties 

which had been recently imposed, though originally meant to 

be only temporary, were now heavier than what the people 

could bear. Above all, it was the life-style of the ruling 

class that infuriated the common people, since it did not 

fit the Islamic-traditional ways. They also complained about 

the women immodestly dressing. 

Finally, during the preparations for another cam­

paign against Iran, a rebellion broke out (28 September 

1730). patrona Halil who was an Albanian belonging to the 

Janissa sie s, and his friend gathered in froat of the Baye zid 

Mosque under the slogan of the §eriat, claimed that the Sul­

tan and the Grand Vezir had acted against the Seriat by 

giving Muslim lands to infidels. Hundreds of civilians 

and soldiers joined them and walked towards the Aya sofya 

Square. Wnder the fear of death, Ahmed III dismissed the 

Grand vezir and his associates and let them kill by the re­

bels. However, he also had to abdicate as a result of the 

ulama•s demand, and leave the throne to his successor, Mah­

mud I daring whose reign, the modernization process would 
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ilao be continued, 

2. Kaba~,J. Mustafa Rebellion 

Belim III is known to be one of the most famous mod­

ernizers among the Ottoman Sultans, First, when he came to 

the throne (1789), Europe wee being shaken with the French 

Revolution, a period which lasted several decades, The con­

ditimns o~ the world capitalisti~ system and the effects of 

the O.tltoma n integration to it can be seen to have forced him 

to take certain measures, Due to the decline of traditional 

institutions, the Sultan also had a board of twenty-two memb­

ers, including one Swede and a Frenchaan, convene to decide 

what measures were te- ~- tlk;en, The board divided into three 

fractions, one desired to turn back to the age of Suleyman 

the Magnificent, the other approved of the necessity for 

radical transformations, and the last had 11 more moderate ap­

proach, As a resul.l: of the Board advice, sending regular mis­

sions to European capitals, opening of some western-style 

higher eductional institutions and the foundation.of a new 

army c.alled Nizam-l Cedid (New Order) were realized. 

The financial difficulties of the state and new 

shifts in the ecoqomy had resulted in the w~akening of cent­

ral authority vis-i-•1• the feudal E!ls• Bonaparte's con­

tinuous attacks on Ottoman territories were followed by the 

British and Rtlssian transgressions. The immediate external 

crisis which was supportea by an continuous economic one, 

began to cause the discontent of the people. This time, an­

other rebellion broke out to dethrone Selim III on 29 May 
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180l which was led,. by Kabak<;1 Mustafa, a Janissary. Squana­

ering was also a basic theme of the rebels. and the Sultan's 

inclination to poetry and music was regarded aa a sign of 

weakness. New equipments for the new army had caused s great 

expense, and together with the new taxes and the recent de­

valuation of money, had again made the people angry. Another 

familiar theme was the over-western1zed and secular attitudes 

of the ruling class, which disgusted the ul;;~ma. Uniting on 

the Buyi.ilcdere p;;~sture, rebellious J•nissaries went to Istan­

bul and as a well-known sign of mutiny they "overturned the 

tr;;~di tional kettle". 3 Selim accepted all their demands. 

and avoided taking any action against the Janissa~&s. 

1. Kuleli Incident of 1859 

Although it was called an tncident, the Kuleli event 

did not corresponedea to a physical rebellion or an inci­

dent as such. It wa~:~ no mot'e th;;~n an effor-t-of a secretly 

founded society whose n;;~me is not even &orrectly known to­

day. According to the minutes of the court, which later 

tried the rebels, they tried to depose Abdulmecid (1839-1861) 

and to destroy the Tanzimat order by the help of Abdul;;~ziz, 

the heir to the throne. The members consisted of a variety 

of people, seve rill high-r;;~nking officials, medrese students, 

intellectuals, a sheikh, a mufti, and a hodja. Thert is no 

common opinion about what their ideology wasa some a11thors 



99 

claim that they opposed the over-westernization of the 

Palace circles, and wanted to reaffirm the principles of ~­

!!!!against the despotism of the Sultan. on the other hand, 

other authors think the Kuleli !ncident was the first example 

of a revolt to set up a constitutional regime. Nevertheless, 

it iS quite obvious that the economic crisis which resulted 

from the foreign debts, populirly cri tcized as having been 

spent to build palaces, the Ottoman meekness against Russia, 

administrative inefficiency, and the rights given to the 

minorities by the Islahat Ferman~ (1856),all irritated the 

members of this society. As a re sulil, they seemed to have 

founded it to bring about 1 constitutional order based on 

the §eriat by the help of the heir to the throne who shand 

their ideas. 

4. Demonstrations of Medrese Students i.ri 1876 

Whil:a the Tanzimat order was weakening in the last 

quarter of the nineteenth oentury, Eslamic currents continu­

ed to spread among those who opposed the establishment. 

D!tprtv.ed of their power, the ulama opposed the secularizv­

tion process after the administrative and judicial reforms 

which followed the Crimean War• Thus, when the state weaken­

ed, the ulama united vast masses a round the idea that it 

was the Tanzima t and its seaula rism which c.aused all of the 

present day abuses. They also c.omplained about the privileg­

es of the foreigners, the equality recognized to the minorit­

ies, and the excessive European influence on the state in­

stitutions. some Young Ottomans shared these opinions, too. 
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As a matter of !act, the impact of Jemaleddin al-Afgani on 

the Islamic current was of great importance, He was invited 

to Istanbul in 1870 by Ali Pa~a, and participated in several 

admonitions in Istanbul mosques, Just about that time, pan­

Islamicism came into existence as a political and social 

movement, A,s1 a 'I'eSul t of the stregthening of Islam, some 

measures . , were offiaially taken against foreigners, 

and secularist tendencies, For the first time since the peri­

od of Selim III, people attae:ked tloreigners on the streets, 

Some Ottomans even changed their clotieJs· to follow the old­

er traditions. In the mean time, the external crisis which 

emerged from Balkans (Bosnia-H• rzegovina) strengh tened the 

hatred against the "infidels" among the people, In 1876, 

when the events intensified, a disorder broke out in the 

city. Muslim merchanl;s began to sell guns to everyone who 

had money and Christians began to close their shops and 

t:an away. on May 8, the students of the medrese (suhtes) 

left their sohools and partie:ipated in the mee,ting organ­

ized in several mosques and quarters of the city, blaming 

:111e.e meekness of the @OVemment against European pressures 

in spite of the Muslim masacre in the Balkans, The suhtes 

succeeded in their desirata when the Ghief Mufti and the 

Grand vezir were replaced with ones they wanted, 
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B. EPILOGUE 

The similarij;ies between the above-mentioned incid­

ents will be examined in order to conceptualize a pattern 

of traditional Ottoman rebellions. At first glance, their 

loilation was always Istanbul; in other words, the rebellions 

usually occured in the capital city. Second, ij; was an alli­

ance of Janissaries, esnaf (tradesmen), the ul111111a, and the 

lower class city population. Janissaries took action against 

the government because they were badly-paid, or, they were 

forbidden to practice another side occupation as an esnaf. 

The second component of the rebellion was fthe esnaf because 

they had to pay high and extra taxes to contribute to the 

e.ainpaigns._ and the like. The lower group ulama and suhtes were 

another component of the Ottoman rebellions who expressed 

discontent about westernization and secularization, a pro­

cess which increasingly excludtd them from the center of 

power. A rebellion usual}.Y began"w.ith the complaints of the 

Janissaries about the incapacity of government. In this 

phase, if there was no economic: crisis, the Janissaries will 

remained by themselves and could not attract the other com­

ponents. Shopkeepers in•vitably followed them in other case. 

Although esnaf were part of the economic and comme rct•l life 

of the city, they a'1ways had an ideological identification 

with the Janissarl! Military order. Then, the ulama and the' 

medrese students joined the rebellion, which legitimized 

the movement in tum. AniDther basic cht~racter of these re­

bellions is that they did not demand radical transformations, 
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but usually demanded only minor changes. 4 None of these 

rebellions really opposed the system. Furthermore, the re­

bels did not correspond to a certiin class, that is, they 

were not a distinct class movement. 

Among the complain1s of the rebels, some common them­

es appeared. One fo the*e is the necessity of putting women 

to llllleir places (\lfddini bildirmek) meaning those who over­

stepped the acceptable "limits". Another is the "squandering" 

attitudes of the upper class and the Sultan. Ower-western­

ization and all its implications also play an important 

part in these rebellions. 

Rebels maae the use of the §eriat to legitimize their 

action. Since Islam makes the community of believers respon­

sible for the continuation of Islamic traditions and princ­

iples on an individual basis, the Koran~s permission of 

the right to resistance against an oppr.-asive ruler (the 

principle of hu~c, that is, rebellion) gave legitimacy to 

the rebels. 

The hisba, actually a non-Koranic term, seems to be 

another customary control mechanism which had 1 function 

during these rebellions. Used to enforce the correct pract­

ice of the seriat, the hisba means ~to promote good and for-

bid evil". 5 The oft-repe11ted themes used during these 

rebellions, such as lover-westernizwtion 1
, 

1 unsuitabl attit­

udes of womanl> &nd the •digressions from the ISl&mic w11y 

of life 1 
1 

emrge from this traditional principle of hisba. 

Thus, 11 rebellion me&nt the fulfillment of the Seriat. 
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It is the thesis of the-present work that the)" mod­

ernization process compelled the peripherized strata who con­

sisted of the ula•a and other traditional groups of aocie ty 

to develop an Ishmic attitude which !las different from the 

previous Islamic tradi tiona, for it emerged from their need 

to defend their values. Before the dichotomy which stemmed 

from weaternization between the upper and lower classes, 

the central authorities had shared a common ideology<wita,the 

general public. Now, uniting around Islam in self defense, 

the traditional sections of society tried to hold on to their 

t~ditional way of life. 

In the case of the 31st March Incident, nothing seems 

to have changed, Although it was started by the constitution­
al opposition, the mutiny became lii!:e a scene fii.'Oin t:be 

Janissary rebellions of the preceding centuries. What con­

tinued to be an anachronism in 1909, can be said to have been 

the mentality which pointed out to the obligation to start 

action for the sai!:e of some sacial (traditional-Islamic) 

values in order "to promote good and forbid evil." Yet, the 

new usages of Islam by the traditional strata indicates that 

the event portrayed a conternporariness which was to form a 

discourse used by political oppositions in the future. 
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FOOTNOTES 

I, INTRODUCTION 

( 1) For a review of the literature on the Incident of 

the ~lst March, Bibliography-A which also covers the Youa~ 

Turk revolution and the following years, has been added at 

the end of the study. 

( .;40 The Uaionbt thesis: Ecvet Gurel!lin, ~1 Mart !sya:a.1 

(!stanbul,l969); Yusuf Hikmet Bayur, Turk !nk1lab1 Tarihi 

(Ankara, 1940-1957), ~I, p.295(v.d.) ; Celal Bayar, Ben de 

Yazd1m (!stanbul,l965-1966), vols.I-II, pp.l26-214, ~~0-41~. 

() l''f . ~ "Journa re era to secret, pr1vate reports sent to 

the Sultan in order to ae~ouace 'tratiora', report of an in-

former, 

( 4) The Hamidian thesis: Mehmed Murad, Tatl1 Emeller, 

Ac1 Hakikatler (!stanbul,l330)pp.62-81; !small Hami Dani~­

mend, !zahl1 Osmanl1 Tarihi lronolojisi (!stanbul,l955), 

v.IV, pp.370-373; Musata!a Baydar, 31 Mart Vak'as1 (!stan­

bul,l955) passim; Sad1k Albayrak, Turkiye'de Din r.avgas1 

(!stanbul,l975), pp.54-7lo 

( 5) cevat R1fat Atilhan, Task1ela'ia 31 Mart Pacias1, 

(a.p.,l959), passim. 

( 6) Do~an Avc10~lu, 31 Mart'ta lngiliz Parma!1(!nkara, 

1969), passim. 
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( 7) See, Edwin Pears, "The Crisis in Turkey," Contem-

porary Review, v.XCV (May,l909), pp.511-26; Pears, "Turkey: 

~he Developments ana Forecasts," Contemporary Review, 

v.XCVI (June,l909), pp.?07-25; ~collections; etc. 

( B) Sina Ak~in, '1 Mart Ol~y1 (Istanbul,l972), passim; 

Mevlanzade R1fat, Ink1lab-1 Osmaniden Eir Yaprak ;rahut 31 

1325 X1;ram1 (Xahire,l329), passim; David Farhi, "~• §eri-

!1 as a Political Slogan- or the 'Incident of the flat March,'" 

Middle Eastern Studies, v.7, pp.275-300; Qetin Yetkin, ~ 

Balk Hareketleri ve Devrimler (!stanbul,l984), 3r4 ed., 

pp.359-63. 

II. J:)ESCRIPTION OF TRE 31st MARCH KJTINY 

( 1) Sina Ak~in-(1972), ibid., pp.60-61, from McCullagh, 

The Fall of Abdulhamid,_ pp.Sl-88, quoting the explanation 

of Mahmud Muhtar Pa~a to Yeni As1r. 

( 2) David. Farhi, ~·, p.276. 

( 3) Buseyin Cahid notes the deMands of the soldiers aad 

the ulama as the following: 

n ~eriatin tatbik1; Sad1azarn1n, Harbi;re Naz1r1-
r1n1n, Hassa Xumandan1 Mahmud Muhtar Pa~a'n1n, 
II.Flrka Xumandan1 Cevat Pasa'n1n, Ta~k1~la Xu­
mandan1 Esat Be;r'in azilleri; Ahmed R1za Bey'in 
riyasetten istifas1; ve ba-hus'JI!I, askerin hareke­
ti, vak1 'as1ndan dolay1 hiQbir neferin k1l1na do-

kunulmamas1." 

Tania, the Salonica issue. 
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( 4) Mustafa Turan, Task1sla'da 31 Mart Facias1 (!stan-

bul,l964), pp.47-56; Volkan, 1 Nisan 1325, "Dunku Hal" (see 

Appendix-c at the end.) 

( 5) Farhi, ~ •• pp.278-78. 

( 6) Nigehban-1 Hurriyet: From the ~oint of view that 

it was the Macedonien troops which forced the Sultan to pro­

claim the Constitution. Thus, they were calles the protect­

or of the Consitution. Some authors like Mehmea Murad, C.R. 

Atilhan, etc., says that it was such a discrimination be­

tween the troops that caused the reaction of other soldiers. 

Mehmeci Murad, ibid., p.69; C.R.J.tilhu, ibid., p.l26. 

( ?) Dani9rr.end, 31 Mart Vak'as1 (!stanbul,l961), p.23. 

( 8) Akoin(l972), ~·· p.7o. 

( 9) Babanzade tsmail Hakk1, Tanin (the Salonica issue), 

3 April 1325. 

(10) Of them Huseyin Cahid writes in his memoirs about 

the Second Constitutional Era (in Fikir Hareketleri), how 

he applied tor refuge in the Ruasian Ambassy and then es­

caped to Salonica (i.l05,106, 10?, 108; pp.21-22, 37-38, 

53-54.). 

(11) For an estimate of the ulama's peripherization from 

the center, see the chapter entitled "The Traditional Strata 

Opposition," and the conclusion of the present study. 

The declaration of the Cemiyet-i !lmiye-i !slamiye 

on :Beyan-iil-Hak: 
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• Esselamunaleykum, 

Mebusan-1 kiramdan baz1lar1n1n emniyet-i hayati­
lerince endieeye dU~erek istifa etmek ni~etinde bu~ 
lunduklar1 ve ahalimizce istibdad n avdeti ihtima­
linden korkulma~a ba~lad1~1 hakk1nda baz1 hissiyat 
ve istila'at has1l oldu~ anla91ld1~1ndan me!?veret 
ve meerutiyetin ~?er'-i f?erif-i ahmedi ahkam1na kat'­
iyen muvaf1k oldu~nda zerre kadar terddudu olmayan 
ve d.vr-i istibdadda tutub-u !slamiyemizin kUlhan­
larda yak1ld1g1n1 henuz unutmayan Cemiyet-i !lmi-

,-e-i !slamiye !nin ahkam-1 ~er' iy,-eye hadim olacak 
Meclis-i Mebusan1m1zla me~?rutiyet-i mesru'am1z1n 
muhafazas1 u~runda butun efradile son dereceye ka­
aar sarf-1 mesa'iye azmetmi~? oldu~ ve me~?rutiye­
tin muhafazas1 i~in terk-i hayat etme~i bir fari­
za-i diniye bildi~i cihetle bugDne kadar istifa 
edenler veya firara. tasaddi etmek suretile musta­
fi addolunaccaklardan ma'ada muslim ve gayr-i 
muslim mebusan-1 kirama ulema ve butUn milJetin 
iti~ad1 ber-kemal olup, badema istifaya te$ebbus 
edenler huin-i vatan addedilecekleri cihetle cUm­
lenin kemal-i hakkaniyet ve adalet ve istikamet 
dairesinde if-y1 vazif.ye mUdavemetleri ve tev­
fikat-1 rabbaniyeye mazhariyetleri hususunda 
kemal-i hulus-ii kalb ile der€"ah-l icabeti rabb-1 
mutala'a ref'i nida-y1 tazarru edilmekde oldu~ 

ve ruhaniyet-i muhammediyeye mUsteniden butUn 
mille'1; zahiriniz bulundu~ arz ve bey an olunur. 
9anl1 ask~r evladlar1m1zdan rica 9Udur ki sUku­
net ve itaatlerini muhafaza ederek ulemay1 ~?era­

itin nasihatlerile amil olsunlar ki Cenab-1 hak 
aa vatan1m1za selamet ve dunya ve L~iretie cUmle­

mize saadet buyursun Amin." 

(!kdam, 3 Nisan 1325) 

(12) The 'Operation Army' consisted of the troops of the 

Salonica Army as well as volunteers including Bulgarians, 



Rums, Jews, and other minorities who, later, it is said, 

would cause the disintegration of the Empire by their in­

dependence movements, 

(13) There appeared a declaration in the !kdam warning 

women on April 3, 1325: 

" Qar~1lara bil-mecburiye Q1kacak olan muhadde­
rat-1 !slamiyenin adab-1 ~eriat dairesinde hare­
ket etmeleri derkar olup, aksi halde buiunmamala­
r1 mu1adderat-1 musliminden rica olunuyor," 
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(14) An example of these telegrams is the following: 

" Me~rutiyete lay1k surette teeekkul etmeyen ve 
maksad-1 mel'anetkaranede in'ikad ettirilen kabine 
hey'eti ~imdi sukut etdirilmeli ve eski kabine ye­
rine gelmeli, Hey'et-i merkeziyemiz olen !ttihat 
Te Terakk1 cemiyetinia protestosu wechile muteca­
sir ve caniler p~Qa-i kanuna Qarpt1r1lmal1. Hali 
haz1r kabineye kullyen itimad1m1z yokdur. Ana­
s1r-1 muhtelife-1 milletle Istanbul uzerine yu­
rumeyi ahd-i misak etmieizdir." 

U~1m memurin-i hukUmet nam1na 

Vali Ali R1za, Vali muavini Todori, 

Defterdar Faz1l, Naib Nasreddin, 

Mutdeiumumi Sadeddin, Mektubi-i Vila­

yet Hakk1, umum asker nam1na ~umandan 

Mustafa, umum ahali-i Museviye nam1na 

Bohoraki, umum ahali-i h1ristaniye 

nam1na Metropolit Yerosimos, Tanya 

!sti'naf Reisi hakk1, Salahaddin. 

(15) Huseyin Cahid, ~·· i.ll2, p.llB. 
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(16) The aeclaratioa of Martial Law is the following: 

ldare-i Orfiyye Beyannamesi: 

Me~rutiyet-i me~ru'a idaremizia mukemmelen te'tid 
ve takviyesi ile beraber at1yen ednay-y1 mertebe 
du~ar-1 za'af ve tezlezul olmas1 ve vatan-1 mukad­
desimizle mevcudiyet-i mulliye-i Osmaniyemizin te'­
min-i selamet ve bekas1 ••~ab1n1n istikmali z1mn1a­
~-P. bu kere mubafleret ol unan hareket-i askeriye 
avn ve inayet-i halk ile rehin ve muvaffak1yet 
olmuf ve bunua netayic-i hasene ve hayriyyesinin 
iktitaf1 ve me~?rutiyet-i mukaddesemizin metin bir 
eurette te'sis ve takviyesi fevkalade haiz-i ehem­
miyet olan payitaht-1 asayi~in istihsal ve idsme­
sine men'ut bulunmu~ oldu~ndan bugunden itibaren 
Istanbul ve bilad-1 selase ile !zmid ve Qatalca 
sancaklar1nda ve Adalar ve Beykoz ve lartal ve 
Gebze kazalar1nda idare-i orfiyye ilan ve tatbi­
k1me karar verildi~i ve biaaenaleyh bu s1rada 
muhal-i asayi~ en efak bir harekt idare-i orfiyye­
ce pek a~1r mucazat1 mustelzim olaca~1ndan herkesin 
ona gore kemal-i basiret ve intibah uzere hareket 
erlemesi luzumu ilan olunur. 

U~Gncu Ordu ve Hareket Ordusu 
lu~;andan1 

Birinci Ferik 

Mahmud ~evket 

(17) The text of the fetwa: 

•!mam-ul-muslimin olan Zeyd baz1 mesail-i 
muhimme-i ser'iyeyi kutub-u ~er'iyeden tayy-u 
ihrav ve kutub-u mezkureyi men'-u-hauk-u ih­
rak ve Beyt-ul-mal'ae tebzir-i israf ile A 

·· vveg 1· .,er • i hilaf1nda tasarruf ve bila-muse - " . 
sebeb-i ~er•i katl-u-habs ve ta~rib-i ra1yye 



ve aair gnme mezalimi i'tiyad eyledikdeD sonra 
• salaha rucu' etmek uzere ahd-u-kasem etrni~ken 

yemininde hanis olarak ahvBlve umur-u musli­
mini bi-1-kulliye .. inuhtel kJ.lacak fitne-i 
azime ihdasJ.nda J.srar ve mukatele-ikaa etmekle 
mene'a-i mUslimin Zeyd-i mezbu~1n tagallubunu 
izale ettiklerinde bilad-J. tslamiyenin ceva­
nib-i kesiresinden mezburu mahlu' tanJ.dJ.k­
larJ.na dair ahbar-J. mutevaliye vUrut edib 
mezburun bekasJ.nda zarar ve muhakkak ve ze­
valinde salah melhuz olma~J.n Zeyd-i mezbura 
!mamet ve Saltanatdan fera~at teklif etmek ve~a 
hal' etmek suretlerinden hangisi erbab-J. hall­
u-akt ve evliya-yJ. umur tarafJ.ndan ercah goru-
1~rse icrasJ. vacib olur mu? 

E1-cevab: Olur. 
letebehu-1-fakir Es-Seyyit 
Mehmet z~audain 

(18) ~he official report which w•s presente( to the 

government by the Martial court is cited in AvcJ.o~lu's 

work(~., in Appendix) in simplified language, 

III. HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

( 1) This chapter will be mainly based on the majer 

works listed in the Bibliography abo~t the Young Turks, 

not necessarily-given as a reference.in the text are 
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all showei in the bibliographies at the enfi of the study. 

( 2) E.E.Ramsaur, The Young Turks {Princeton University 

Press, New Jersey,l957), pp.47-51; Sina Ak~in, Jon Turkler 

ve !ttihat ve Terakki {!stanbul,l980), pp.31-34. 

( 3) Ramsaur, ibia., pp.l00-108; Ak~in(l980), ibid., 
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pp.57-62, 

( 4) Ak~in(l980), ibia,, p.45. 

( 5) Ramsaur, ibia,, p.ll7; Ak~in(l980), ibid., p,46, 

( 6) Ramsaur, ibid.. ,p.l30. 

( 7) terif Martin, "Yenilet;~me Dinami~inin Temelleri ve 

Ataturk," in Ca!da~ Dusuncenin I~1e1nda Ataturk (Istanbul, 

1983), pp.32-36. 

( 8) T .H.Ba;rur, ibid,, v.I, pp.434-36. AMulharnicl is saii 

to have kept the Navy "imprisone4." between the two bridges 

on the Gold.ea Horn. 

( 9) Bayur, ibid., p.225; Bernart Lewis, The Emereence 

of Motern Turkey (Lonton, OxforG., New York, 1968), p.211. 

(10) ~erif Mard.in, Jon TT.rklerin Siyasi Fikirleri (Istan-

bu1,1983), 2nd.ed.., p.24. 

(11) Mardin(l983), ~·· pp.56-59; about the social 

origins of the Young Turks. 

(12) Prince Sabshaddin's a few unsuccessful coup d'tat 

attempts can be r_egarded as interestinl!' exceptions to the 

general indolence of the Parisian groups. 

(13) Ramseur, ~·, pp.l5-16; Huseyin Cahid, "Me~rutiyet 

Bat1ralar1m," Fikir Hareketleri, i.71, p.294. 

(14) During an interview published in Les Temps (Au~st 

20,1908), from the Causes of the World Unrest, p.l45. 



(15) Ramsaur, ~·, p.ll0-14. 

(16) fhe revolution was planned for the autumn of 1908, 

insteat of July, Ak~in{l980), !£!!., p.69. 

(1,) The victims were eemsi Pasa, Mustafa Efendi, the !mam 

of the troops, HUsnU Bey the Governor, !!£• 

(18) The royal edict is the following (Dustur, Tertib-i 

Bani, v.I, pp.l-2) : 

Numara 1: Meclis-i Mebusan1n ictima'a cia!vet olunmll!l31 
hakk1nda !rade-i Seniye. 

24 Cemaziyelahir 1~26 I 10 Temmuz 1'24 

Meclis-1 Mahsus-u Vukela Mazbatas1: 

Manast1r, losova ve Selanik vilayetleri aha­
li-i umurni?esinin ve 0Quncu Ordu-yu Humayun' 11 baZ1 
m1nt1kalar1nda bulunan asakir-i ~ahanenin efrad ve 
zabitan1n1n ~u son gunlerde ittihaz ettikleri hare­
kat-1 serke~ane mahiyat1na dair vilayat ve menat1k-1 
mezkure velat kumandanlar1ndan ve mufetti~-i umumi­
likten 8,9 ve 10 Temmuz sene 1~24 tarihlerinde va­
rid olan altm1~ yedi aded telgraflarla muharrerat 
ber-~antuk irade-i se~iye-i cenab-i hilafet~enahi 
mtyani-i bendeganenizde yegan yegan mutala'a olun­
du. Bvrak-1 varideye nazaran ekser mahallerde bulu­
nan ahalinin k1yam1 ve mevak1'-i keairede zabitan 
ve efrad-1.askeriyenin onlara i~tirakiyle baz1 as­
ker£ depolar1n1n kap1lar1n1 ~ikest ederek bir QOk 
esliha ve cebhane ve toplar1 sand1klar1ndan meba­
li~-i mevcude ahz ve gasb ve kendilerine muhalefet 

Uealeri esed-i ukubat ve itlaf ile tehciit ve niha­
yet toplar endahtiyle ve nutuklar iradiyle ilan-1 
hiirriyet sadedinde bir tak1m nt:mayielerae bulun­
tuklar1 ve dun gece Manast1r'da baz1 kumandanla-

r1n ve hatta Mu~ir Osman Pasa'n1n ikamet ettikle-
. ' 
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ri mevaki'i abluka ederek Osmaa Pa$e'y1 ahz-u tev­
k1f e7leiikleri i~bu harekat-1 bagiyanenin lanun-u 
Esasinin meri~cet-i ahkamiyle meclis-i mebusan1n 
ictima'a da'vet ettirilmesi esas1na mustenid ol­
du~ ve bu babda her ~ina nesB7ihi 1Sfa etmeyip 
gittik9e tevsi-i daire-i i~ti~a~ edecekleri anla­
~1lm1~ ve ger9i kanun-u ~ezkUr mer'i olup meclis-i 
mezkurun bir m(ddeti muvakkate i9in ta'tili ilca'­
at-1 haliye ve mukteziyat-1 memleketden olmas1yle 
bir miiddettienberi da'vet ve kiioati'olunmam1s ise tie 
beyn-el-ahali sefk-i kiman1n vuku'unu men' etmek 

ve di.'vel-i ecnebiyenin mutiahalat1na sebebiyet 
verilmemek vacibat-1 umurdan b,·lundu~ndan mezkur 
meclisin kiisad1 zaruri •lmaCla keyfiyetin miyane-i 
ubeydanemizde bi-t-tezekkiir $erefmend-i telakk1si 
oldu~nuz irade-i seniyye-i hazret-i hilafet-pena­
hi icab-1 alisinden olup filvaki memle~etin.istik­
rar-1 asayisi noktas1na ma'tuf olan miitaleat-1 
seniY7e-i hazret-i sehriyari mahz1 isabet bulun­
du~ndan intihap hakk1nda zaten mevcud olan usule 
tevfikan s1fat-1 lazimeyi haiz azan1n intihabiyle 
peyderpey if/' ar1 hususunun ta 'mimen vilayat-1 ~·­
hane ve elviye-i gayr-i miilhakaya tebli~i ve bu 
karar1n eshas-1 merkumeye tefhimi ile cemiyetle­
rinin da~1t1lmas1 tezekkiir ve tensip k1l1nm1~ ve 
ol-babda kaleme al1nan telgrafname sureti leffen 
arz-u takdim olunmu~ olma~la emr-ii ferman-1 huma­
yun-u hazret-i hilafetpenahi her ne vechile seref­
sudur buyurulur ise isabet anda olrr:a~la ve kat1be-i 
ahvalde emr-U-ferman hazret-i veliyy-ul-emir efen­

tiimizindir. 

24 Cemaziyelahir 1326 10 Temmuz 1324 

!rade-i Seniyye-i Hezret-i Padi$ahiyi mube11ig 

Meclis~i viikelan1n manzur-1 ali buyuru1an 
i~bu mazbatas1 Uzerine mucibince irade-i seniyye-i 
cenab-1 hilafetpenahi ~erefsudur buyurulmu~ olma~1a 
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ol~babta emr-u-rerman hazret-i veliyy-ul-emrinai~. 

24 Cemaziyelah1r 1326/10 Temmuzl32~ 

(19) Huseyin Cahie aesc~lbes well the common hesitation 

and astonishment in his memiors abut t~e secoKt constitu­

tional period, ibid., i.?l-72, pp.292-94, 309-310. 

(20) Huseyin Cahid, ibid.,l.72, p.310; Halide Edih, the 

Memoirs of Halide Edib, (London,n.d.), p.256 0 Hasan Amca, 

DoSmayan Hiirriyet (!stanbul,l958), p.lO. 

(21) Buseyin Cahid decribea the city as the following: 

"Istanbul sahibsiz, hali bir da~ba~1 vazi­
yeti arz ediyordu. HukUmeti temsil eden makamlar 
ortadan ksybolmu~tu. Dunden beri sansur kendini 
gostermiyordu. Zab1ta yoktu. HukUmet susuyorau. 
Hala bir hikumet, bir Padi~ah var m1yd1? Belli 
tegil. Elinden tutnlup kalabal1k aras1nda usilu 
uslu yijrutUlen c;ocuklar gibi idare edilmege a11~­
m1~ olan Istanbul ~imai lalas1z, muhaf1zs1z, bek­
Qisiz, sopa korkusu olmadan, kula~1 c;akilece~ini 
du~Gnmeden, yaln1z bas1na sokaklarda ko~uyordu. 
Qekinecek bir ~ey var m1yd1 acaba? Mechul! •• 

. Abdulhamid neden Mesrutiyeti iade etiyordu? 
Mechul!. Hanr:i kuvvet o musterid padi!;ah1 maglllb 
etmi~ti? Mechul!. Ne bir beyanname, ne bir tebli-

gat· hi~ hic;bir sey. Ortada ne hukumet, ne te~-
' y ,_ 

kilat ne cemiyet. Ba~s1z kalan koca ~ehrin her 
taraf1nda bir ba~ peyda oluyordu, ve her ba~dan 
hedefsiz' ga;·esiz' hatta ~ursuz bir suru lat 

Q1luyordu." 

( ••• ) "Istanbul'& art1k ilk hareket i$areti ve­
rilmi~ti. labaran halk talvas1, kar~1s1nda hiQ­
bir mukavemet ve kuvvet gormemekten butun butun 
co~muttu; nefse bir itimad r.elmi~ti. !lk dakika-



lard.a Be~ikta~ Muhafl.Zl.JI.11l bir oksurii~u belki 
bir so~k au~ te'siriyle herkesi sindirirdi. 
Pakat ~imdi Istanbul'da sanki esrarl1, her qe­
ye hakim bir kuvvetin hakimiyeti var gibi. Her 
tarafdan numayi~ ak1nlar1 f1~k1r1yordu. ~ehrin 
muhtelif taraflannda kimbilir kimlerin hazl.r­
ladl.~l. alaylar, tak1m tak1m, askeri bir inti­
zamla Babl.ali Caddesine do~ru her gun, guni'n 
her saatinde ak1p duruyortu. Eab1ali art1k 
geQilmez bir hale gelmieti. Gazeteler eski tarz 
baskl. makineleriyle halk1n talebini kar~l.laya­
~yorlardl.. Gunduzleri bile geQ vakte kadar 
gazete bas1l1yordu. Turk bayraklar1na sarl.l­
ml.~, koca bir bayrak Bl.rl.~l. kucakl&ml.s numa­
yi~ciler, hatipler, fedakarlar, vatanperver­
ler, ihtilalciler peyda olmu~tu. 

( ... ) Tebrikler, karde~likler, saadetler. 
Sonra yazl.nl.z, ~nu da y&Zl.JI.l.Z sozleri. Rica 
m1, hat1rlatmak m1, emir mi? Belli de~il. Bir 
he!k mant1~1, bir kalaball.k iradeai." 

(ibid., i.74-75. pp.343, 357. -
(22) Halide Edib, ~·, p.258. 

(23) Eiwin Pears, Forty Years in Constantinople~ Re-

collections, 1873-1915 (London, 1916), p.238. 

(2~) Pears,~·· p.237. 
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The imperial edict which was read by Faik Pa!?a t• 

the crowd who gathered in front of the Y1ld1z Palace in 

order to show their gratitude to the Sultan, is the follow-

ing: 
"Efendiler, hocalar, beyler, a~alar: 

9evketmeab efendimiz hazretlerinin cumlenize se­
laml.nl. tebli~e me'mur buyuruldum. lste selam-1 



A A 

~ahaneyi cumlenize tebli~ ediyorum. Efendimiz bu 
hissiyat1n1zdan dol~Yl fevkalade memnu• ve mute­
~ekkir oldular. Guzel ruzel ~e~inin, isinizle mes­
f'Ul olunuz. 

(Sabah, 13Temmuz 1324) 
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(25) - For instance, there appeared, on several occasions, 

swimilers collecting cont.ributions disf"uisinp- themselves as 

the members of the c.u.P., and/or misusinf" the name of the 

Committee. 

(26) Halite Edib, i£!!•, p.260. 

(27) This was the first event that caused the notoriety 

of the Constitutional Regime, for some of these prisoners 

till commit offences as soon as they left prisons. 

(28) The text of the dfclarations are cited below: 

Artlk herkes i~iyle me~gul olsun. (Osmanll 
!ttihad ve Terakki Ceoiyeti) butun vatan kardesle­
rini, Allah's hamd-f-senalar olsun ittihad ve mu­
habbet bayra~l alt1nda toplad1. Rerkesi ~irbiri­
ne sevQirdi; El birli~iyle, yurek birli~iyle va­
tanl zincirlerinden kurtard1. Art1k herkes hur, 
herkes mea 'ut ve ~tesrurdur. Falrat bumm i~in, 
cumlenize ceoiyetin bir nasihati, bir ihtar1 var­
thr: Zerre kadar namusdan, do~rul'.'kdan, i tidalden 
ayr1lmayin1z. Heyecanll numayisler, bilhessa he­
yecanll ve na-ma'kUl numayi~ler maksadl yalnlz 
buland1r1r. Kimse baskas1n1n mal1na, 1rz1na, ca-
0108 ta'arruz etmesin. Herkes birbirioe hurmet 
ve sahabet gostersin. Bilhassa memleketimizde ya­
~ayan ecoebib dostlar1m1z1n mall, can1, 1rz1 

kat'iyen bizim kefalef ve emniyeti~iz alt1nda 
bulunmal1d1r. Namus, muhabbet ve intizam alt1nda 
alnlz vatan1o selametine qal1~makla tarihimizde 



tarihi alemde p&k, ~8nl1 ve ebedi bir nam b1ra­
kal1m. Qal1~mak i~in ce~iyetin vesait-i mahsusa 
ile millete tebli~ edece~i beyanttan k1l kadar 
a;yr1lma;y1n1z. 

Cemiyetin ihtarat ve ikazat1 hilaf1nda 
hareket edecek olanlar1n sebebiyet verecekleri 

~ ~ 

na-seza hallerden doly1 pek bilyuk mes~uliyet 
yuklenmi§ olacaklar1n1 bilelim. Eilelim ki, 
Osmaul1l1k ~8n1n1 muhafaza etmek namus ve hami­
yetden ayr1lmamakla olur. Vatan bizden bunu 
istiyor. 

Osmanl1 
Terakk1 ve !ttiha4 Cemiyeti 

(29) Feroz Ahmat, !ttihat ve Terakk1 (Istanbul,l984), 
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pp.40-46; Akoin(l980), ~·• pp.84-85. This was the ease 

until 1913, the year in which they raided the Sublime Porte 

and came to direct power. 

(30) Huseyin Cahid tells the situation in his memoirs 

as the following: 

"Memlekette ayn ayr1 birle§mernif? kuvvet­
ler vard1: Padi$ah, resmi hukumet, Cemiyet. Eun-

. lar tek bir makinenin mua;yyen ~arklar1 halinde 
muntazarn i~lemiyorlard1. Vidalar1 eksik, birle$­
memi~ par~alar idiler. Makine bo !iB donuyor ve 
beri tarafda, Meclis-i Mebusan ~ene ~al1p duru-

yordu." 

(Ibid., i.97, p.294.) -
(31) Feroz Ahmad, !E!!·• pp.50-54. 

(32) Huseyin Cahid, ~·· i.l00-101, pp.342-43, 357; 

Ak§in(l980), ibid., pp.l09-15. 



119 

(33) Later he was accused of reaction and was sent to ex-

ile ia the October of 1908. 

(~) There was an insistent silence about the leader of 

the opposition party, leaving the Presidency open; an act 

which seems curious. 

(35) Tar1k Zafer Tunaya, furkiye'de Siyasal Partiler (!s-

tanbul,l984), v.I, p.l43. 

(36) For Huseyin Cahid, the opposition party consisted 

ef those: 

"Bu gayr-1 memnu•lar kimlerden terekkub eti­
yordu? !~lerinde istibda4 rejimini* y1k1lmas1yle 
menfaatlerinden mahrum kalanlardan ve eski hafiye­
lerden ba~layarak guya hurriyet mucadelesi i~in 
oraya ka~1p da oradaki karaktersizliklerinden do­
lay1 !ttihat ve :.:erakki Cemiyeti ile aralan a~1-
lanlar, yahud ba~ka tUrlu bir anla~~azl1k yuzun­
den cemiyete dar1lanlar, cemiyyetden yUz bulama­
m1~ macerac1lar, TUrklU~e dU~man Arap ve Arnavut­
lardan baz1 serseriler bu grup aras1nda ekseriyeti 
te~kil ediyordu. ( ••• ) TUrk dUsmanlar1n1n emel­
lerine hizmet eder gor'nen ve TUrk ciU~man1 unsur­
larla beraber yUrUyen bu TUrkler bizim ~ozUmUzde 
en fens bir vttan du~man1, bir vatan ~aini mevk1 1

-

inde kal1yorlard1. Siyasi mucadele k1Z1~t1k~a. 
TUrklUk ve tek bir vatan idealine ba~l1 kalan 
!ttihat ve Terakk1 azalar1 kalbinde Ahrer F1rkas1 
mensubler1na kar~1 nefret ve emniyetsizlik derin­
le9iyor, ac1la~1yor; keskin bir kin halini a11-

yordu." 

(Ibid., i.88, 95, pp.151, 262. 

"BUtun nefret etti~i, y1kmak istedi~i eski 

rejim, istibdad ve ahliks1zl1k rejimi, 9imdi si-



yasi bir f1rka simas1 alt1nda k9rs1s1na dikilme~e 
ve kendisini ezmeye kalk1yordu. Binaenaleyh, kar­
~1da siyasi bir f1rka yoktu, bir dG~man vsrd1. 
Bunlar1n aras1nda Turk vatan1n1 par~alamak iste­
yen ba~ka unsurlar da gorulunce art1k vatan haini 
bir te~ekkGlle kar~1la~m1~ olmak hissi butun bu­
tun kuvvet buluyordu." 

(Huseyin Cahid, ~., 1.99, p.~2?.) 
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(~?) Huseyin Cahi4's article in Tanin is a good ex-

ample, 

"Osmanl1lar1n sGkun i~inde ~al1~ma~a muhtae 
olduklar1 ~u s1rada, adi, murdar bir h1rsla Bos•a­
Hersek uzerine sald1ran Avusturya'n1n ~Gruk meta­
lar~n1 slmay1n1z! 

Osmanl1lar1n umum medeni ievletlerden, me4e­
ni milletlerden husn-u niyet, te~vik ve tesci' 
bekleaikleri bir s1rsda hubb-u aeta-i millete ha­
inane bir aarbe vuran Avusturya'n1n kslb metalar1-
n1 almay1n1Z: 

Osmanl1lar hukUmet ve idarelerini adalet ve 
hakkaniyet esaslsr1na bina etmak i~in ~al1~1rken 
dahili bir karga~al1k, hsrici bir herb ~lksrarak 
istibdaadln iadesini te'min etmek fikriyle hakkl, 
insaniyeti, abdi ayaklar alt1na alan Avusturya•­
n1n murdar metalar1n1 almay1n1z! 

Evet, Avusturya'dan ne geliyorsa: kumas, es­
vab, oorap~ mendil, fanile, hi~birine bir Osmanl1 
paras1 vermeyiniz! Bugun Avusturya gosterdi~i 
zebunkil~lukten, namerdlikten medeniyetin vicdan1 
kar 91s1nda nas1l medhul ve hakir ise, memleketi­
mize doldurdu~ renkleri kalp, kendileri Qilruk, 
aayanmaz, i~e yaramaz metalar1 da pazarlar1m1z(a, 
dukkanlar1mlzda oyle mubakkar, zelil dursun! •• 

(Tanin, 2? Eylul 1~24) 
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(38) A head gear in the ahape of a kalpak, or, fur cap, 

which was named enveriye, iBspi~at from the name of the re­

volutionary hero, Enver Bey, It is also interesting that the 

Young Turks soon realized that the kalpaks also were made in 

Austria. 

IV. DAILI LIFE IN TRANSITION: IKDAM 

( 1) This chapter is mainly based on Ikdam collections, 

berinning from the first days of the revolution. The enthu­

siastic activites appeared during the followiag montha, to 

celebrate the reinstatement of the Constitution and help the 

new regime become stung. Thereupon, the general excitement 

was directed towards the electoral activities, and, in gener­

al, the political area. Therefore, this chapter cowers the 

first four months of Ikaam collectiona,However, on occasion, 

news from the Tanin paper will also appear. 

( 2) Ruseyin Ca~id, ibid., i.B2, p.53. 

( 3) "~" means 'oath' in Albanian lanruage. 

( 4) It is noteworthy that "ge:yik" ( 'i.eer') is a POPUlar 

theme within the Bektashi literature. It may be interesting 

to found. out whether the Young Turks used the ·!ge;rik", in 

the Bektashi context as a religious symbol legitimazing their 

movement. 

( 5) Halide Edib, ~·· pp.260-?0. 

( 6) see: "The Reaction Against Social Change" in the 

following chapter. 
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( ?) "During the first weeks of the revolution a large 

number of newspapera appeared, each putting 
forth a new itea at random and each firhting the 
ideas of another paper." 

(Halide Edib, ~., p.267. 

( 8) L~med Emin Yalman, Gord.iiklerim Ge!tirdiklerim (I stan-
bul,l971), v.I, p.62. 

( 9) Hiiseyin Cahid., ~ •• p.359. 

V. TRADITIONAL STRATA OPPOSITION 

( l) The references of this chapter correspond. to the 

Bibliography-B. 

( 2) Mehmed Murat, ibid.., pp.67-69. 

( 3) This was a result of the dev§irme s~stem. According 

to the system, children were recruited from well-known Crist­

ian families in order to be educated as civil servants of 

the state through the Enderun, the palace sclool. They were 

taught Turkish and Islamic values and became kuis of the ~­

tan. On the other hand., Turkish boys entered the med.reses -
to be educated in Islamic leariing, Arbic and Persian. Thus, 

the system parado~ically made Christians become Turks, and. 

~urks estranged to Turkish culture. 

( 4) ~erif Mardin, The Genesis of the Young Ottoman 

Thought (Princeton,l962), p.219. 

( 5) eerif Mardin, "C.nter-Periphery Relations: A Jl:ey to 

the Turkish Politics," Daedalus, v.102, pp.l?l-72. 
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( 6) In Tiew of Abdulhamia'a Islamicist policy, the fact 

ma;r seen contraciictGry, though it confirms the dichotomy 

mentioned above, between the ularna. 

( 7) "The Ttriumphu.t Soldiers of Mollammad • , was a western-

ize~ army that was formed during the reign of Malmud II. It 

was, to some extent, a continuation of the Nizam-1 Cedid 

(New Order) Army of Selim III that had been set up as part 

an unsuocessful attempt at military reform. 

( 8) The Hidjaz Railraad was an example of the Sultan's 

iat•reat in the welfare of the Arabic territories and the 

people who lived there. 

( 9) eerif Mardin(l962), ibid., passim. 

(10) Mardin.(l983), ibid., p.59. 

(11) Later he would be called Said-i Nursi who was the 

founder of »urculuk. 

(12) David Parhi, ~·• p.283. 

(13) The first issue was published on November 10,1908. 

(14) "Camiyet her ne isterse yapar, biz boyle istedik, 

boyle yapt1k (der)". 

(15) He means the defeat ag•inst Russia called the ~ 

Taksimi" when th; Russian army came all the way to Ayaste­

fanos, 8 suburb of Istanbul. Aldulhamid who had allowed 

the Constitution be proclaimed in 1876, is said to have taken 

the opport~1nity to revert back lespotism after this defeat. 

(l6) For these associations, see Tar1k Zafer Tunaya, ibid., 
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(17) David Farhi, ~., p.282. 

(18) It meant that they wanted the return of the pre-

Tious regime. 

(19) Tanin informs of another incident called the Qar91 

Vak'as1 given below: 

Cemiyet ve me$rutiyet hakk1nda en can al1c1 
tahrikler ise din ortusu alt1nda yap1lanlard1. !tti­
batQ1lar balk aras1nda dinsizlikle suQlan1yorla~d1. 
Biitun bu biirriyetler, meclisi mebusanlar "gavurluk" 
telakk1 ediliyordu, Halk1n en kor, en &Zf.1n bisle­
rini ayakland1rarak memleketi al~ust etmek isteyen­
ler art1k i$i biitun butun aQ1ga TUracak kadar curet­
kar davranmaga baslam19lar~. 

eubat'1n onbesinci Pazar f.Unu, Kapal1Qar91 a,1-
11r BQ1lmaz boca k1l1g1nta bir iki ki~i, orta yere 
bir masa koyarak b&$1na otururlar. !stibdaa1n fena-
11~1ndan, biirriyetin faydas1ndan babseden ve me$ru­
tiyet devrinde tanzim olunacak kanunlarla nizamla­
r1n $er'i $erife uygun olmas1n1 isteyen bir mahzar 
Q1kar1rlar. Gelene geQene bu kat1tlar1 imza ettir­
mege ba,larlar. Ne oldugunu sonanlara "9eriat isti­
yoruz!" derler. Dini biitt:n miisHimanlar bu kag1d1n 
alt1na imzalar1n1 atmay1 biiyiik bir sevab bilirler. 
Halk birikir, :;;eriat iateyen ka!1:1d1n al h imza ile 
dolar. !,i nibayet zab1ta baber al1r ve cemaati da­

l!;1du. 

lor Ali vak'as1 tekerriir ediyor demekti. Fa­
kat daba iistadca bir tertib kar$1•1nda bulunuyor­
auk. Goriiniirde me,rutiyet aleyhinde bir oe7 yoktu. 

Fakat yap1lacak kanunlar1n ".;;er'-i ~erife" 
uy~n olmas1n1 isternek milletin kanun yapma hakk1-
D1 kald1rmak demekdi. Diin~a islerine 'din hakim o1a­
eak oldukt8n sonra te,ri kuvveti olan meclisi mebu-

saaa ne ~liizum kal1rd1? 



Boyle bir Meclis'te hlristiTan mebuslarln 

yeri ne olurdu? Bu mevk1de "~eriat isteriz" 

diye bayrak s~mak "me~ratiyet istemeyiz" 

demekden ba~ka ma'na ifade etmezdi. 

(Htiseyin Cahid, ibid., i.97-98, pp.295,310} 

"Istanbul 'da me~r·utiyeti muteak1b te­
~ekktil eden cemiyetler aras1nda bir de 
Cemiyet-i !lmiye-i !slamiye vard1. Cars1 
i~indeki "$eriat isterizcileri" bu cemiyet 
mtidafaaya kalkdl, 

125 

Bu cemiyetin fikirlerini ne~reden Beya~­
til-Hak gazetesinde verilen bir malurnata ~ore, 
kanunlar1m1z1n •slam f1k~1nda~ al1nacar1na 
dair Kanun-u EsP.siye bir f1kra ilave haberi 
ri harkesde buytik bir memnuniyet uyandlr­
m1!i-::. Bunn11 neticesi olarak, ti~ ki?i bir 
te~ekktirname tanzim etmeyi ve takriben 
200 ki~iye mtihtirlettikten sonra Meclis-i 
1-lebusana takdim eylemeyi di.; ~tinmti !iler. 
Htisn-ii ni;·etden ibaret olan su te!iebbtise 
bittsbi "btittin mtisltimanlar" alkl!ilarla 
i!ltirak etmiJler. Fakat ufak mikyasda o-
len ~ok tesebbtis iki gun zarf1nda bir­
lienbire genisleyerek "~eriat is'Geriz" 
suretinde birbirlerinden haberdar ol­
mak~1Zln ayrl ayr1 mahzarlar tertib ve 
temhir edilrnesine kalkl!imayl intac etmis. 

Din ile oyaaman1n, dini siyasete kar1~­
t1rman1n nas1~te!ile oynamaktan farks1z ol­
du~na bu da bar misal te!ikil eder. cars1 
i~inde aerist isteriz diye ortaya ~1ksnlarla 
daha evvelki Kor Ali ile arkada~lar1n1n, daha 
sonraki 31 Msrt~1larla mtinasebetleri var myd1, 
cianlskll ditvtisi.ik bir is mi gortiyorlard1?" 
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(20) An example of the severe criticism was quoted by 

Tanin (March 17,1325) from Proodos, a Greek paper in Istan­

bul: 

"Istanbul'da Valide Han1 onunce, zab1ta, asker 
ile beraber UQ Rumu ao1k tutun satarken yakalad1. 

Bu askerler Rum unsuru aleyhindek i butun ku­

duzluklar1n1 bu iQ ,ahsa kar$1 gosterme~e niyet 
ederek elbiselerini na-meshut bir vah~etle y1r*ar­
ken tufeklerinin kundakla~yle dahi merhametsizce 
dipcikle vurma~a ba~lad1lar. Bi-Qareler her ne ka­
dar mukavemet etmeyeceklerini beyan ediyorlarsa 
aa, kundak dibcikleri ya~lur ribi uzerine cu~u­
yor, b1rtlar1n y1rt1lm1~ ~ikarlar1 gibi bi-Qare­
ler surukleniyorlard1. Halk bu yamyaml1~a kar~1 
protesto etme~e ba~lad1. Askerler ise daha ziya­
de kudurarak vurma~a dewam ettiler. Eir ook adam­
lar bunlar1 fevkalade h1rzlanm1~ askerlerin elin­
aen kurtarmak istec!iler, fakat b,,nlar silahlar1n1 
ahaliye kars1 Qevirdiler. Ve onlar1 tefrik etne~e 
cesaret edeni vuracaklann1 makam-1 tehdidde soy­
lediler. Osmanl1 silahlar1n1a bu gurultileri ara­
B1nda bir hoca geldi ve bir ta~ uzerinden aske-

re: 

"Vurun gavurlaral" diye ba~1rma~a baslad1. 
Bu tehdidatdan zab1tam1z1n vahsetiain darbe-i 
mezalimini odemek uzere kanlar iQinde goturuldu. 
Zab1tan1n ve askerin bu hareketine ta'assub &enil­
mezse biz ba~ka ne isim verecerimizi bilmiyoruz. 
Yoksa bir ihtilal-i tam aras1nde bulunup de her­
kes kendi sevk-i tabi'isiyle, insaniyetsiz hare­

ketde serbestse, o ba~ka." 

(21) Buseyin Cahid tell the •vent in his memoirs as the 

following: 

Ta~kl~la Vak'as1: 
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Istanbu1'da iHnci fuka denilen bir askeri 

kuvvet vard1. Bu f1rka, do~ruden do~ruya Abdulha­
mid'in ~ahs1na merbut zann olum,;yor ve mel?ruti;yete 
kar$1 bir hareketin bu kuvvet vas1tas1;yle ;yap1la­
ca~1 hakk1nda riva;yetler dola$1;yordu, Bu rivayet-
1er !ttihat ve Terakk1 Cemiyetini de uyan1k o1ma~a 
sevk etmis olacak ki Rumeli'den Istanbul's bir 
Avc1 :l:aburu ronderilmiJ? ve me$vuti;yete bil~~assa 
sad1k ve merb\:t old'-'~na giivenilen bu asker Tafi!­
k1~la'daki tkinci F1rka ye~ine ikame edilmek is­
tenmi$tir, !kinci Flrkadaki efrad ise sevkedile­
cekleri Cidde ';ye ri tmemek ictin a;yak dire;yerek ... 
k1~lan1n d1!i!lna ctlkmlslard1, Gelen avcl taburunu 
kendi iizerlerine te'dib ictin gonderilmi~ zann 
ederek silaha sarllml~lar ve ate~ etmifi!lerii. 
Vuku 'a gelen miisader:,ede dort be~ ki~i olmiis ve 
baz1lar da yaralanml$lard1, !stanbul'da me~ru­
tiyetin miidafi'i ve muhaf1z1 olmak iizere gon­
•erilen bu gtzide kuvvet dort be~ a;y sonra ilk 
isyan bayra~lDl act1yordu!" 

(~.,i.87, p.l;4.) 

VI, CONCLUSION 

( 1) !manuel Wallerstein, Re~at :P::asaba, "Incorporation 

into the World Economy: Chanfe in the Structure of the Ot­

toman Empil'e," OTDU Gelisim Dergisi, v,8, 1-2(1981), PP• 

537-70. 
( 2) All of the summaries are based on the followinF 

works: Minir !ktepe, Patrone Isyan1(Istanbul,l958)1 Niyazi 

Berkes, Turkiye'de CaSdaslaema.(!stanbul,l978); !smiil Hami 

Daniemend, ;!zahh osmanll Tarihi Kronolojisi (Istanbul ,1961); 

Enver Ziva :P::aral, os~~anll :J:arihi (Ankara, TTK'i ,19~) vols, 
• 
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I 
V, VI, VII; Re~ad Ekrem !o~u, !abak91 Mustafa (!stanbu1,1968); 

Bernard Lewis, The Emer~ence of Modern Turkey (Oxford U.P., 

196~), ~rd.ed.:, Stanford Shaw, Ezel !.Shaw, History of the 

Ottoman Empire and Moden Turkey (Cambrid~e u.P.,l976), 

( ~) "Overturning the kettle' was a manifestation of rebel­

lion. When they rebelled, Janissaries overturned t~eir fooi 

kettles showing their refusal of food as well as the diree-

tiona ~iven by the state, 

( 4) For instance, to kill the Grana Vezir, to depose the 

Sultan, etc. 

( 5) :Encyclopedia of IslamL "Hisba", p,485. 
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Gulgule-i hiiri'iyet, vecd-i miiaavat, ne..,ve-i uhuvve t, 

Vevk-l. &dale t ha tJ.ra birden 9B1ri.n: 

"Efli:ike '#J.kdl. velvele-1 araa-1 zemin 
1ndi zem1ne iulgule-i aamaniye t" 

)Jeyti te badiir ediyor. Oh, bi.iyi.ik §i.iki.ir olaunl 

1§te dUn biz de doya doya, aev1ncimizden aglaya agla­

ya, btitiin mevcud1yetim1zle titreyerek, tan1nlerini ** AmAk-i 

ruhumuzda hiss ederek, damarlarJ.mJ.zdaki kan galeyan ett1k«e, 

fikrimiz yUkseldiei halde, bUtUn kti§ayi§-i kalbimizle, biitiin 

eafiet-i vicdanJ.mJ.zla, biitiin aafa-i hUrriyetle i~itdik, dut­

dulc, haykl. rdtki< ve tekrar e tdik: 

Ya:;;aaJ.n Padi'iahl.mJ.Z. Ya'i&Bl.n hUrriyet ••• Ya§a&J.n a­

dalet, yavaSJ.n mUaavat, YBiiBBJ.n uhuvvet ••• Eyet, YB'iBBJ.n bU­

tUn Kanun-u Esast. •• Biitiin Me,.;wt1yetlr 1dare ••• YatJ&SJ.n ••• 

YaVaBJ.n ••• Ya'i&BJ.n ••• 

Oht Hamiyyetl1 kalblerin bu kalbt, derunt zemzemele­

rin1 lisen ile de .tekrar etmek ne ho§, ne ulvt, ne ruhan~, 

ne saadet-baM 1m19 yA-rab •• • 

DtinkU hali tafs1lat1yle yazmak mu•ktin degildir. Hiir-

riyet, mUsavat ve adalet nail olen bir milletin hal-1 ~ecd 

ve istigrakl. taav1re sJ.gar m? Muhabirlerimizin mU9ahedahnl. 

voylece yazma Kla iktifa ediyorus:: 



~ehrimizin her noktas1nda, her ko~;~e ainde, onde mu­

zafferlne, muvaffaklyetkArla.e dalgalanan osmanl1 bayralcl•r1, 

elvah-1 dhyye, hiirriyet. 

Oh, 1/ite hiirriyet l;lenligi kalbleri titretiyordu. 

Gazetelerimiz sabah seat aekizde ne~;~r edildigi ve 

ak'iama kadar lAyenkati• tab• edildigi halde Yine kAfi dare­

cede yet19tirilememi9t1. Herkes, herkes olaimak bu kelimel~:~ri 

okumak iatiyordu. 

(Hiirriyet, adalet, miisavat, uhuvvet). Sokakl.ar erken­

den fevc fevc. gel~:~n ahali ile dolmu~;~du. He kadar edibane, ne 

ksdar ksnun-Unasllne, ne ksdar hukuk-perverlne. Evet kimse, 

kimseden incinmeyerek, kimae kimseden giicenmeyerek, kimse 

kimsenin hakk1na tecavUz etmeyerek, kimae kimsenin.: tecavi.lzs­

t1na haks1z taarruzuna ugra.ayarak temal-1 hi.lrriyetle dol­

miiUdu. 

Ssat yedi raddeler1nde viikela hazerat1 BAbul1'Ye 

gelmUlerdi. Sadruzam fehametli devletlu Sa1t Pa§a hazret­

leri Bab1sl1 1 ye te~Jriflerinde KOprii iizerinde ve yollarda 

kemal-1 samimiye tle al k11;1lanm1~la rdH. Mii~;~ariinileyh ha :ire t­

ler1nin daire-1 sadaret vurudlannda Mekteb-1 Hukult ve Mek­

teb-1 Mi.ilkiye mezun1ar1yle talebeBi ve memlei!etimizin genc;­

ler1 ellerinde osmsnll. bayraklar1 oldugu halde srz-1 §i.lkran 

ve 1lan-1 bahtiyar1 1c;1n Bab1Bli'Ye geldiler. Divanhane•ye 

kabul edildiler. 

sadr1azam fehametl1 devletlu Sa1t Pa~;~a hazretler1 

Dah111ye NBZ1r1 ve ~ura-Y1 Devlet Reis1 devl teli pa§alar 

hazerat1 ile 0 esnada beray-1 z1yaret orada bulunan Bomanya 

se:r1ri ve zevad-1 saire bulundugu halde daire-1 mahsusadan 



1~1 

dan d1~ar1 ~1km1§ ve alk1§lanm1§t1r. Bu alk1~1 mUteak1b 1~le­

r1nden b1 r1 Sad ru zam pa §a ha z re tlt, rine hi ta ben: 

"Zat-1 hazret-1 aadaret-penahiyelerini bUtUn Osmanl1-

larla §Urada bulunan huzzar nam1na tebrik ediyorum," mukaddi­

mea1yle bir nutuk irad etmi'i ve Sadnazam fehametlu devletlu 

Sait Pal}a hazretleri de: 

"Hepimiz aizin saadet ve selametiniz i<¥1n ~al191YOruz. 

Evladlanm hUrsUnUz, serbeatsiniz. Bahtiyar olunuz. Arzu-yu 

Ollhlne, milletinin ve memleketinin ma"har-1 refah ve saadet 

olmsB1 merkezindedir. v, meserretinizi hlk-i J!•Y-1 §lhlneye 

arz edecegim," dedikten aonra oradaki erbab-1 hamiyyet tara­

f1ndan Padi§ah1m1z f#Ok ya§as1n, hilrriyet, mUsavat, adalet 

ya§as1n, nidalan i'll edilmi~tir. Bu duaya,•binlerce halk 

i~tirak etmhtir. Ulemadan, askerden, mUlkiyeden, tUccardan 

ve ahaliden ihtiyar, gencw, kad1n ve cwocuk, mUslim, h1risti­

yan, fesli ve §apkal1 ahaliden binlerce halk haur bulunmuo­

dur. Bu hey•et Bab1ali'ye geldig1 zaman onde bir han1m bulu­

nuyordu. !§te bu han1m k~p1dan 19eriye girilecegi zaman 

btilend-lvliz ile tercUman-1 kalb-i millet olmuiJ ve"zaten 

Padi§ah1m1z milletin iyiligini istiyor idi. Qok §UkUr bize 

bunu bah9 etti. Yaljas1n Paditiah1m1Z, ya§as1n hUrriyet" de­

mU ve herkea aglaya aglaya alkUlam1~t1r. 

Bu hamiyetli han1m, osmanl1lar1n bir temsil-1 vicdan 

ve samimiye ti idi. 

Bu hey•et daire-1 Badaretden Hsriciye Nazaret1ne, 

tine gitmi§ler ve caddede Maarif Naz1nn1. 
sonra Maarif Nezare 

gormek istem!§lerdir. Maarif Naz1r1 devletlu Ha~im Palla 



hazretleri hey•eti dai 1 re- nezaretin kapl.BJ.ndan istikbal ey-

ledigi Sl.rada huzzar tarafl.ndan: 

YB§BBln Padi§ahlmlz. YaoiBSln hi.irriyet, '·Zemzemesi ay­

yuka ~lkarJ.lml§ ve mi.iteak1ben Ordu-yu Hi.imayuna mensub hami­

yetli bir zabit: 

"Pa§a hazretleri, velinimet Paoi~ahJ.mJ.z efenaimiz 

hazrectleri bize hi.irriyet ve mi.isavat bah~ eylediler. Maarif 

ruh-u milletdir. Her ttirli.i hA-1 terakkl, saye-1 maarifde 

arayi~-yab-1 vi.icud olur. Bundan sonra sizden ciddt, devlete 

ve millets ciddt ve hay1rll i'iler bekleriz. cenab-1 hak ci.im­

leye umur-u hayriyede mazhar-1 muvaffaklyet kllaun," mealin­

de bir nu tuk ired eylemu ve ond'an sonra Maarif NaZJ. rJ. Pa~a 

hazretleri de umur-u maarifin terakklsi ve mekteblerin J.S­

lahl. s~n vue• ve iktidarl. derecesinde sarf-l. gayretden bAli 

kalmayacagl.Dl. hey•ete tekrar telcrar yemin ederelc te 'min eyle­

millle rd ir. 

Bunun i.izerine bi.iti.in efrad-1 Ummetin dehan1ndan ~1lcan 

nidB-Yl me serre t e trafa vel vele-saz olmu9 ve hey•e t orad an 

Adliye Nezaretine gitmi!llerdir. Adliye NBZlrJ. i.ibuhetlu devlet­

lu Abdurrahman Pa~a hazretleri makam-1 usefanelerine geleme­

dikle ri cihe tle Mi.iste9ar-1 Adliye semahe tllil Ahmed ~i.ilcri.i Efen­

di;rhazretleriyle Dersaadet IsU.naf-1 Mi.idde-1 Umlimiyesi sema­

he tlu Necmeddin Beyefendi ha zre tle ri muvacehe-i hey' e te ge:­

lerek irad-1 nutlcu miiteakl.b devlet ve memlekete hi.isn-i.i biz­

met ve umur-u Adl,jyede lcemal-i adl vehalclcaniyetle ifa-Yl va­

zife edeceklerioe dair yemin etmi'llerdir. 

tlilte daire-i resmiyeyi Z!yaret eden efrad-1 millet 

her hatvede ziyadele§mekte ve her hatvede bir nida-Yl. meser-
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ret-1 d1ger <;1karmakda 1d1. 

Yilzb1nlerce halk Adalet Nezaret1nden Harb1ye Nezare­

tine dogru D1vanyolu tar1klyle g1tmekde 1ken Bablal1'Y1 z1-

yaret eden d1ger b1r hey•ete iltihak etmU ve o zaman aokak­

lar c1dden tema~aB1na doyulmayacak ve unutill.mayacak b1r hal 

almlljdl r. 

Harb1ye Nez~ret1 meydan1na var1ld1gl. eanada nezaret-1 

mti~Jarilnileyhden beray-1 1Bt1kbal giinderilen b1r bando muZlka­

ma ril-l Al1-Y1 Ham1d1yeyi terenniill etmil;l ve mualim-hlriatiyan, 

kadl.n-erkek yiizbinlerce halk 11 Ya~ae1n PadUahlmlz, yaljaBln 

Oamanll orduau, ya§aBln f;lanll asker karde§lerim1z, ya§aBln 

hi.lrr1yet" lvazeain1 gi:iklere <;lkat'llllnardlr. Bunu milteaklb 

Harb1ye NaZln devletlu Orner Riltdii Pa§a hazretler1 b1r nutuk 

ired etmi§ler, devleta ve millete aadakatle h1zmet edecekle­

rini ma-Lal-kasem te'm1n etmil;llerd1r. 

Hey•et yUzbinlerce kad1n erkek, bilyi.lk kil<;Uk, mi.lalim­

hlriat1yan aha11 ile birlikte makam-1 mu'alla-1 Me§1hatpena­

h1ye azimet eylemill ve orada ~eyhulialam ve MUftii-1-enam ae­

mahetlu devletlu Cemaledd1n Efend1 hazretlerine bir nutuk 

irad ederek beyan-1 tebrikat eylemilller ve mUtarinileyh haz­

retler1 de ahkam-1 f;jer'-1 9er1f1 hi«;bir kimaen1n hatlnna bak­

mayarak 1cra edeceklerini ma' al-kasem yemin etmi~lerd1r. 

~ehrimiz muteberan tiiccar1ndan Mehmed Balcl ve kar­

dener1, Mehmed Karaka!l Kardeljler, Kibar Ali, KAn1 !pek<;1, 

Mehpare, selln1k BonmarljeB1 aahipler1n i:inle~inda b1r bando 

mlZlka terenniia-aaz oldugu halde Bab!lali'ye glerek Sadr1azam 

fehametlu d~vletlu SBlt Palla hazretler1n1 z1yaret etm1Uerd1r. 



Orada bu heyet tarshndan ired olunan nutka Sadr1azam hazret­

leri llu meal de bir nu tuk He cevab vermhle rdir: 

"Tebridt-1 kalbiyenizi velinimet efend:imize srz ede­

cegim. 1n~aallah muhzuziyet-1 &eniyeyi mucib olacag1n1 ~imdi­

den teb~ir ederim. Hies.i.yst-1 vatanperveraneniaden dolay1 eiz­

leri tebrik edeerek hakk1mda gosterilen tevecci.ihe de ayr1ca 

te!le kki.ir ederim. Cena b-1 Allah ci.imle .. · :. ~ atimizde muvaffak 

bilhayr eylesun." Heyet Harbiye Nezaretine gitmilil ve NaZ1r 

devletlu !levfik P a~;~a hazretleri: 

•Bu, mahza-1 velinimet bin-nimet efendimiz hazretleri­

nin ihsan ve lutf-u hi.imayunlar1d1r. Hissiyat-1 sadakBtklrlne­

nizin nezd-i §lh~nede mucib-1 mahzuziyet olacag1 bi-11iit1bah­

d1r11 meslinde bir nutuk irad ejlemUtir. 

Badehu Maarif Nezareti p!~glh1nda ed1 1ye-1 hayriyye-1 

Padi~aht yad edilerek Harbiye Nezaretine g1d1lm1v ve orada da 

NaZ1r devltitlu Cmer Riiidi.i P.:i!iB hazretleri erklln-1 kiram1 ne­

nezake tle pencere OniJnde ahd-1 MBVU I eyledikten BOOr& bil• 

mukabele nutuklar teati e.tmiilerdir. 

Badehu Bab-1 Me~ihat•e gid.i.lmi!l ve devletlu semahet­

lu ~eyhulislam Efendi hazretlerine hey'et taraf1ndan "Biz 

millet nam1na geldik. Ahkllm-1 ~er'-1 ~erife sadakatle biz­

met edeceginize yemin eder m1s1n1z" 1stirham1 i.izerine mi.iiar-

Unileyh hazre tleri: 

"Bil-!111 ve bil-nefs eadakatle hizmet edecegime ye-

min ederim" demil;llerdir. Bunun i.izerine alk1'il .• rla buradan in­

fikak edilerek Kopri.i'den Galat cihetine ge<;ilmil;l, Banka-y1 

osmant oni.inde Ti.irk<;e ve Frana1zca nutuklar 1rad olunmu§tur. 

Bu hey•et-i muhtereme matbaamua dahi gelerek nutuklar irad 
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eyl~dikleri gibi aezkur magaza BalcJ. Karde!iler Ticarethanesi 

mUstahdemininden Receb Sabri Bey'i bilhassa beyan-J. te\iekkti­

rat i~in matbaamJ.za gondermi\ilerdir. 

ArtJ. k bu iki hey•e ti, bii tiin hey •e t-i millet ta • kib 

etti. YUzlerce heY'et-i hamiyyet, ytizbinlerce vatanperver, 

yUzbinlerce kadJ.n, erkek, mtislim hJ.riStiyan Qsmanll. peyderpey 

Babl.ali'ye, makam-1. mu'alla-yJ. Me9ihatpenahiye, Karbiye, 

Adalet ve Maarif Nezaretlerine giderek orada nan-1. hissiyat 

ve §Ukran etmiiiler ve vukela hazeratl. devlet ve millete sadl.­

lcane ve hamiyyet-perverane hizmet edeceklerini ma 1 al-kasem 

te•min etmi9lerdir. Sadruzam fehametlu devletlu Sait Palla 

hazretlcri Harbiye NazJ.rl. devletlu pa';ia hazretleri ile bir­

likte Ba bJ.ali'den avdetleri<:de arabalarl. ytizbinlerce shall 

tarafJ.ndan ihata ve ta 1 kib edilerek alkJ.ilanmHlardJ.r. 

DebiStan-l. !raniyan talebesi dahi dUn Harbiye Neza­

retine giderek (Yal}aBJ.n hUrriyet, yafiaBJ.n Melirttiyet, ya~;~asJ.n 

Sultan Hamid) nidalanyle izha r-l. me se rre t eylemUlerdir. 

( !kdam)l.n 1' fa eyl.,digi vazife-1 mille te lu tfen ta k­

dir buyurr.illdugu i in dtin ve dUn gece matbaam1.za binlerce sa­

hib-i hamiyyet gelerek "Ya§&Bl.n Padi~;~ahJ.mJ.z, yaliaBJ.n htirri­

yet. Ya'ias1 n matbuat" avazlarJ.yle alkJ.!ilar icra ettiler. 

HakkJ.mJ.zda layJ.k oldugumuz derecenin pek ~ok fevkl.nde izhar 

buyurulan asBr-l. 'teveccUhe ViCdsnl.ml.ZlB, kalbimizle, ruhumu-z­

la teiiekktir ederek l'l.atbuat-l. osmaniye• nin ilelebed hizmete 

muvaffakl.yetini temenni eyleriz. 

!slam ve HJ.ristiyan ecnebi ahali dUn gece Tepebal;ll. 

d h .. riyet adalet veren Padil}ahl.mJ.za dualar etti-
Bah~esi'n e Uf • 
ler. Tepeba~;~l. ml.Zl.kBBl. mar!l-l. ali-Ul-111-i Hamid.t•yi terennUm 
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etdi, Bah~enin muz1kaa1 tlnlerinde bulundugu halde tahminen 

sekiz-bine karib ahali dim gtce saat dtlrt bu~uk raddelerin~e 

Beyoglu Mutasarr1:f'llk D9 iresi tlniine gelmhlerdir. Ciimlesinin 

elle rinde rAy A t-1 Osmani bulundugu hal de gele re k ieanun-u 

Esast•den dolay1 teb•a-Yl ~ahBnenin nail oldu~ hiirriyet ve 

lerbestinin luymetini ber-llver- zeban eylemi§lerdir. umum 

Qsmanll taraf1ndan miikerreren "Zito, Viva, Ya§a:Sultan Hamid" 

sad ala r1 ila olunmu~tur. Canib-1 mutasarr1:f'dan "!zhar etti­

tiniz hissiyst-l minnetdariyi, hakipay-i ~ahaneye arz edece­

gim" kelime-i tatyibiyle mukabele eylami§tir. Ahali muz1ka 

ile biitiin cadde dols§arak 11an-1 §adt eylemi!ldir. 

BUYUKA.DA' DA !ZHAR-I ~lD-~ANt 

Diin east on ikide Adalaria giden !dare-1 Mahsusa yol­

cular.L dahi Kanun-u Esasi'nin bah~ ettigi nimet-i hiirriyetle 

piir-ne§ve olduklan halde miitemadiyen (Psdi§shlm_;ok ya~a) 

ve (Ya'iaBln hi.irriyet) nid~lannl ila ve iskehlere yana9t1k­

~a alla.~lan tezyid etm19lerdir. Yolcular Biiyiikada'ya ~lkln­

ca istilllbale ~1kan bir cemm•-i ga:f'ir il:end1ler):yle yek-Bvllz 

olmu§ ve hey•et onde muZlkB oldugu, bir t;ok kimseler elle­

rinde bayrak tutduklarl halde HiilcUmet pi~gah1na ve karakol 

online gitmH>l<>r ve orada mevkl'e mUnasib nutuklllr irad ede­

rek bi'lde:f'aat (Padi9ahlm ~ok ya~a) ve (YaiiBBln hiirtiyet) 

(Ya§as1n Kanun-u Esasi) sadB1ar1n1 tekrar eylemUlerdir. 

Niimayi'ile tetirak eden binlerce kimse hamiyyet-perverane ve 

vatan-perverane zemzemeleri IleAl klln-1 gareng-1 Iaman etmill­

ledir. Ahali BUYiikada'nln en btiyiik caddelerini bu minval Uze-
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re muzl. ka He dol k , 
. 8 'ia ra ge~ vakte kad ar 1cra-1 §ad-m§n! ey-

lemUlerd1r. 

TEVAL!- 1 MESERRAT 

(IIcd.am, 14 Temmuz 1324) 

~ehr1mizde hal-i meserret dtin de devam etmi§dir. Y1-

ne :o;ehrimiz1n etrai-l. eflAkl.nde di.in gece, ge!; vakte kadar 

Ya§aSl.n Padi§ahl.ml.z, ya~;~aal.nl Padi!;lahl.m ~ok ya!;laa hi.irriyet, 

adalet, millet sadalarl. aksetmi§tir. 

Dtin !;lehrimizin anaBlr•l ml.lhtelifes1n1 te§kil eden aha-

11 b1zzat hak-i payi muh1kk-aneye arz-l. §i.ikran i~in Yl.ldl.z sa­

ray-l. Hi.imayl.l&u ClVarlna giderek izhar-l. <;>ad-man1 eylemi§ler­

d1r. Mekatib-1 Tmbblye-i e~hAhe, H11kuk, Dar-i.il-ftin11n, Mekteb-1 

Mtil k1ye, Dari.ilmuallimin, Me kte b-1 Sul tan1, Bayta r 1'1e kte b1 ve 

daha b1~ok mektebler t;iakirdanl, !stanb11l, Beyogbu, Be!;likta!;l, 

Ortakoy ve sairede bulunan gayr-1 muslim meictebler1 ~;~akirdanl., 

miiderr1sler, talebe-i ulilm, manzumeler kl.raat ederek Be~;~ikta~;~ 

tar1kl.yle Saray-l Hi.imayun civarlna azimet eylemi!;llerdir. B1n­

ler·ce halk refakatinde olarak azimet eden bu hey•et-i muhte­

lifenin ellerinde liva-el-Hamid! Osmani bulunmakda id1. Bay­

raider i.izerinde Padi'iBhlm ~ok yali!a, ya!;la hi.irriyet, adalet, 

vatan ktlimeleri muharrer bull.unmakda idi. Bu hey'e tler fevc 

fevc ve onlerinde muZl.ka bulundugu halde yi.iri.iyorlar 1d1. Bu 

takl.mlar Mabeyin Daires1 pi§galunda tecemmti' eylediler. 

Canib-i hazret-i Padi§ah1den, Teftilil-1 Askeri Kom1s­

yonu azaslndan Yaver Ekrem Kazret-i teh.r1yar devletlu ~akir, 

yaveran-l. hazret-i Jiehr-iyardan raruk, aaadetlu ~akir Palla-
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taraf1ndan cumlesine selam-1 ~ahane ve muhzuzuyet-1 miilukane 

teb~ir euilmekde, Y1ld1z Saray-1 Humayunu c1var1nda bu muna-

8ebetle muslim ve gayr-1 muslim yuzbinlerce kad1n erlcek, mil­

letin amiil-1 halisanesine 19t1rak etmekde idi. 

Zat-1 hazret-1 miiluksne, Msbeyn-i Humayun muz1kas1-

n1n llhali i<;in muz1ka <;almas1n1 emir ve freman buyurduklar1n­

dan Ma r§-1 Hamidi <,:alm19 ve ahali taraf1ndan muz1 ka al k1§lan­

m1§d1r. Mab yn-i Humayun MuZ1kas1ndan sonra ahali taraf1ndan 

tekrar muZ1ka istirham olunmu/i oldugundan !kinci F1rkan1n 

Beeinci Alay MuZ1kas1 hslk1n pe9ine di.il;ierek latif havalarla 

terennum-saz olmufi ve J:le9ittafi'a kadar halk1 bu minval uzere 

te!lYi' eylemif;ltir. 

Akiiam saat on ikide sadr•zam pafia hazretleri refaka­

tinde Tahsin Pa~a hazretleri bulundugu halde Dsire-i Mahsu­

sadaki pencereye <;1karak selam-1 iBhaneyi ahaliye teblig)ey­

lemi!ile r, ve ahalinin goste rdigi hieeiya t-1 hamiyye t ve ss­

dakatten dolaYl beyan-1 tebrikat ederek .Aanun-u Eeasinin ah­

kam1 muhafaza edilecegini te'min etmielerdir. Bunun Uzerine 

shsli taraf1ndan takdim-i te§ekktirat olunmu§ ve Sait Pees 

hazretli::ri (Padi§ah1m <;ok ya9a) diye dua eoince ahali tara­

t1ndan ayni dua tekrar olunmu§dur. Halk saat bir raddelerin­

de yava9 yava§ d\fgllrn1fidlr. 

Dun :seyaZl t Meyda111nda yuzbin kadar kad1n, erkek, 

mUslim h1 ristiyan musevi shali vard1. Ecanibden nisvan ve 

sUkur pek ~oklar1 osmanl1lar1n bu sur-1 milliyesine i§tirak 

etmi9lerd1. Burada nutuklar irad edilmifi • alk1filar icra 
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olunmu' ve eonra bu hey•et-i muhtereme nam1na hak-ipayi 'Aha­

neye te~;~ekktirti ve tatirhamatl havi bir telgrafname kel;lide k1-

l1nm11id1r. Mabeyn-1 Hiimayun Ba~;~kitabeliinden hey•ete cevaben 

ber-vech-1 hi telgrafname kel;lide edilmiiidi ra 

Telgrafla Atebe-1 Aliyeye arz-1 ubudiyet eden 
zeva ta: 

Atebe-1 Aliye-1 Hilafetpenahiye telgraf­

name ile arz ve beyan olunan hissiyat ve te'iek­

kurat-1 habise-i ubudiyetkari pek ziyade mahau­

ziye t-i seniye.1ii padi9ahiyi mucib oldugunu' ve 

velinimet bi-n-nimetimiz Padi9Bh1m1z Efendi-

miz haZ'retlerinin en biiyiik amlili teb' a-y1 sa­

d1ka-1 ii~ll!Mnelerinin refah ve saadeti bulundu­

gundan l;levketlu Padil;lahlmlZ efendimiz hazretle­

rinin vaz• ve te'sis buyurmuli olduklar1 Kanun-u 

Esasi 1 nin tatbikatlyle Meclis-1 Mebusan 1 1n kti­

,ad1n1 emir ve feman buyurduklann1 ve teb•a-y1 

9ahane1 .. rini cani bin den ha tt-1 hiimayun .. u mUluk­

anede ibraz olunan miL•essir sadakatden pek ziya­

de memnun olduklar1n1 ve ciimlenizi selam-1 §aha­

neyle taltif buyurduklann1 teb~;~ir eylerim. 

Be rld tip Ha z re t-1 
1iehriyari 

TAHS!N 

Bu telgra-fnamenin Mt~rtez Kun<tmdan1 devletli pa§a 

hazretleri vas1 tas1yle Key 1ete k1raat edilmesi de cUmle 

emir ve ferman-1 padi§ahiden bulunmas1yle kumandan pa~;~a da­

iresinden 1nerek bu telgrafnamenin okunmas1n1 hey.~etden 

bir zata rica etmil;ldir. Telgrafnameain k1raatini mUteak1b 

alk1§lar icra olunmu§dur. 
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Mekteb-1 Hukuk talebes1 ellerinde osmanl1 bayrsklan 

oldugu halde Bab1ali'n1n onUne gelerek Kanun-u Esas1'nin 

mevk1'-1 tatb1ka vaz•1ndan dolay1 nutuklar 1rad eylem1§ler­

dir. 

Muahharen Beyoglu ve Galata Ermeni Mei<tepleri Qakir­

dan1 yanlannda muallimleri olduklar1 ve ellerinde r!lyiH-1 

zafwr-1 ayat-1 Osman! bulundugu halde manzumeler irad etmilil­

lerd1r. 

Me kte b-1 T1.bb1ye-1 eAhBne ve !dadi ve Bayta r me kte b­

leri ~akirdan1 dahi ellerinde rayat-1 zafer-1 !lyh-1 Osman! 

oldugu halde Babuli'nin Nalllmeseid Kap1s1ndan girmi§ler 

ve Meclis-1 Mahsus-u ViikeUya mahsus dairen1n onUnde dura­

rak nutuklar ired eylemalerd1r. 

Al t1 ki91den mUrekkeb bir hey'et-i mahsusa Sadruzam 

fehame tlu devle tlu Sliit Pafia hazre tle ri ta ra!1ndan kabul edil­

rni§ ve hey•etin ifadesi 1st1ma• edildikten sonra Meclis-1 

Viikela da buns da1r 1era-y1 mUzakerat edilecegi ve verile-

c.ek karann hak-1 payi IJahan .. ye arz. edilecegi beyan edilmi§-

dir. 

Diinkii gUn dahi binlerce eshab-1 hamiyyet matbaam1za 

geldilera pani:;;al}1m1Zlo Kanun-u Esasi'yi, hiirriyeti alkllilla­

d1lar. (Yat,1as1n Pad1Vah1m1Zl Y&t,1as1n hiirriyetl) n1dalar1n1 

ref' etdiler. oazetemizin bu tevecciihe-lay1k olmad1g1 halde­

na' 11 olma s1 bizi e rba b-1 hamiyye te cidden minne td !lr e tdi. 

Biitiin kalbim1z ile tet,1ekkiir ederiz. Mekteb-1 'l'J.bbiye-1 As­

ker1ye, Melcteb-1 Miilkiye, Miilkiye Baytar Mekteb1 9akirdan1, 

daha b1r QOk geniler, hamiyyet sahipler1n1n na'il olduklar1 
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nimet-i hiirriyet ve adaletin Klytne*ini takdir eyleyerek tas­

viri miimkiin olmayacaic bir suretde izhar-1 siirur eyi:emelerine 

ve bu Blrada matbuat-1 Oamaniye ve bilhassa gazetemiz i~tin 

bizce pek klym .. tdar bir tevecciih ve muhabbet gostermelerine 

mukabil uhde-i sadakatimize dii9en vazifeyi dairna ifa e tmeye 

biitiin kalbimiz, mevcud1'yet1· izle l;all§acaglrnlZl beyan eyle-

riz. 

Mtilkiye Baytar 1-lektebi Jakirdanl nam1na rna tbaamlzda 

braat edilen nutku ber-veche z!r derc ediyoruz: 

Cenab-1 rabb-i mennan Padiilah-1 kadirdan ve §ehin­

l;lah-1 cihan efendimiz hazretlerini ila-ahr-el-v­

iti ran taht-1 ali-i bah t-1 Oamaniyele rinde pertev-i 
eft;~an buyursun. Amin. 

Biz ki her an Padi§ah ... !l. keremklr1m1z1n inayet-i b1-

gayatlna mazhar ve ~;~1mdi dahi adalet, miisavat, hiir­

riye t gibi ruh-u beka-y1 devle t ve millet olen ta­

klrn-1 eltaf-1 gnn~gun ile miitena•im oluyoruz. 0 Pa­

di\iah-1 a•mim-el-ihasana ne kadar te:;;ekkiir etsek, 

omiir ve afiyet-i l,iaheneleri i,:1n Cenab-1 Hakka kar­

fi1 secde-i §iikrana ne icada r kiipansa k yine azd1 r. 

Serbesti-i rnatbuat ahas-1 amel-i haliie-i enam, 

. se beb-i yegane-i terakki-i va tand1r. Hepimiz b1r 

vatan evlad1y1z. Hepimiz birbirimizi sevecegiz, 

hem de bii tiin hissiya t1rn1zla, kal bimizle, namusumuz­

la sevec~giz. 

Biz baytarlar Blhha t-1 umumiye nokta-i nazanndan 

velev ki ciiz! i ol sun ehernrniye ti haiziz. Biz de bu­

giinlerde nail-1 :refah-hal, mazha r-1 ad ale t ve miisa­

vat olunca 1'rt1k bundan sonra el birligiyle ~tal1§a­

rak istihsal-i nzay-1 rab-mennan tesrir-i kalb 

~;~ehin§ah-1 cihan edecegiz. Devle t-i e bed~miidde t-i 

ilahinin, millet-i muazzarna-i Qsmaniyenin bunca·-.u­

mandan ber1 perde-1 znlmet al tlnda mestur kalan 
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kalan efkar-1 ila-ma-iah bugUn mUnke9if oldugu ci­
hetle cUmlerniz A.anun-u Esasiyi takdir ve mU •essiSyi 

al-i tebarinini butUn hissiya t1mula tak:dis eyleriz. 

!dare-i aliyenize serbesti-i rnatbuat nam1na beyan-1 
tebrik§t eyler ve nail-i muvaffak1yet olmanlZ1 dUe­

me kle be ra be r iU rna 1 ruza t1m1z1n ce ride-i fe ridenizle 
ne9rini istirham eyleriz. 

SeYfil r Top~u Za bit an ve Efrad1n1n DUnkU Sur-u 
PUr SUruru 

Sa bah talimi: 

Beyoglu Kl!ilB-Y1 Humayununda aramsaz-1 besalet seyyar 
top-.u zabitan ve efrad-1 gazanfer-nihad1 ta'lim programlar1 

mucibince her Pazar gUnti saat on 1ki raddelerinde dah111 

ta'l1m meydsn1nds Tophane-1 Amere-1 Muz1k:a Bandoauyle 1crs 

etdikleri resm-i ge~id ta 1limler1ni dun yine ternal-i l}evk: ve 

meserretle ifa etmitilerdir. Lakin bu maazara cidden giiri.il­

meye lay1k 1di. $Ciyle lei: 

Padi9ah-1 e~;~fak ve eraam1m1Z1n bahl} buyurmul} oldu­

gu hiirriyet, istikbalim1z 1~in a~tlklan l}ehrah-1 terakk1-i 

ulviyetten dolBY1 paydos borusuyle beraber bando taraf1ndan 

terenntim edilen ~J~arlil-l Ham1diyi meteaklb verilen selam il}a­

reti uzerine sematata kad1r yukselen: 

"Paditah1m ~ok ya~;~a". 

o avaze-i meserat, f'art-l eadakat, vatanperverane 

11e 
0 

tertemiz kalblerden kopup gelen o duayl. mes•adet1 s~~ 

d1 k, mUste'id, gayyur, !edakAr zabitan ve asker1mize ne 

bir mevcudiyet bah~;~ ed1yordu. BUtUn zab1tan ve efrad yek-



d1ger1n1 tebr1k ediyor. Qall.i!BlJ.m karde§lerim1zl QalJ.!ialJ.ml 

Milletim1z1, memleketim1z1 layJ.k oldugu mertebe-1 kemAUta 

1s•ad 1~in gece ve gUnduz ~alJ.§alJ.m! diye ilan-J. §ad-man1 

ed1yorlar ve bu ihtisasat-1 ulv1ye- mezkur kJ.f#lada bulunan 

etfaiye, piyade ve nakl1ye taburlarl. da 1§tirak eyliyorlar­

dl.. Hemen benab-l. rabb-mennan velinimet b1-n-n1met1miz sev­

g111 baiikumandanJ.ml.Z §evketlu Padi~ahJ.ml.Z efendimiz hazret­

lerine bitmez, ti.iicenmez omurler ve afiyetler ihsan buyursun. 

Am in. 

BO(aZ!Q!NDE 

HJ.riStiyan mektebleri ile aileleri dtinki.i gUn ~1r­

ket-i Hariyye •nin :n, 48, 51, ve 19 numarall. vapurlarJ.n her 

taraflarl.nl. defne dallarJ. ve rAyAt-l. zafer-1 ayat-1 osmani 

ile tezyin etm1~;>lerdir. vapurlar 1skelelere muvasalatlarJ.n­

da muz1 ka ta rafJ.nd m Mar~;>-l. Hamidi te renntim-saz olma kta 

onu mi.iteakl.b "Padi§ahJ.m ~ok yal;la" duasl. i~;>itilmekte 1di. 

Mezkur vapurlar Bogazi~inin her taraf1n1 dola~arak Beykoz&.a 

gitmil;ilerdir. Beykoz;HUkUmet Konagl. onlerine geldiklerinde 

muz1 ka taraf1ndan Mar~;~-l. Hamidi terenntim edilmil;l, ve "Padil#a­

hJ.m <;;ok Ya~o~a", "Ya~;~asJ.n Hi.irriyet" nidalarl. tekrar olunmuli­

tur. Ak§am aaat onbu~uk raddelerinde avdet edilmi§tir • 

• 

BUYUKDERE'DEN 

Buyukdere•de her yerden bil-iltizam gel1p toplanmJ.Ii 

binlerce te~;~negan-1 Zl.lal-l. htirriyet garJ.k-l. enam M 



Me§rutiyet ve ibraz-J. aUrur ve mefharet olarak Marli-J. 

Hamidiyi kaimen istima• etdikden sonra ilk defa olmak iize­
> I> ' .,;:.. ~ ~ .;_. > 
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re oldugumuz halde tcti-

ma '-.1 aiya siyede bul undu i: • 

• 
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APPENDIX - B 

BESA OYll NUNDA 

(Tanin, 12 A~stos 1}24) 

Xopruye ayak atd1g1m dakikadan itibaren butun m1 

gunun bozuk vapurlar1n1, hazret-i Nub zaman1nda ancak ola­

bileeek bir usul-u iptidai ile ta 'mir edilen Ada iskelemi­

zin, k1r1k loprumuzu, pejmurde hal mtmurlar1, pis sokaklar1 
' 

hurriyeti ~ kadar aeaip tefsir eden eahil ekser~eti unu­

tu7or, yar1n1 du~unmeye karar veriyordum. ~ehir ioinde bir 

yerden ateye gitmek iQin UZUD bir seyyahat kadar suren yor­

gunluklar1t arabalarda, tranvsylarda, m1susiyle hiQ bir ida­

renin gene mikyas olam1yae~1 kadar mudar olan Sirkeei !s• 

tasyonundaki uzun intizar1, bunun eismen ve manen verdigi 

yorgunlugu, tuturu hissetmemeye karar vermi~tim. 

~imendi!er ~akrikoyune muteveqeihen hareket etti­

~1 zaman etraf1ma bakt1m. ~arkl1lar1n biraz esrarl1, biraz 

mamum ruhlar1 ile bir rab1:tas1 olan o gayr-1 muntazam 

sokaklar, oarp1k ourpuk, birbirinin ustune Q1kml~ siyah 

evlerle iki taraf1 muhat buldum. Biraz ileride delik de­

~ik harap duvarlar, tek tuk tuten inee baeall bir iki kohne 

fabrika, sonra bunlar1n aras1ndan adalara dogru hio vekar1-

D1 bozmadan kopurerek akan mai dalgalar ••• Bunlar1 ilk 

fefa garuyordum. Fakat bunlar1 g5rmemege, bu maziye ait 

kl.yafetlerin gozumuzun onund.en birer sinamatograf levha-

81 gibi kapanarak kay1p olduktan sonra yar1n1n diltrib 

zarif yeni oehreleriyle tasfire karar vermi~tim. Ne kadar 



dilber bir ,ebir olacakt1! 

MakrikoyU'ne "besa"y1 g~rmek ioin ibtiyar edilen 

bu aeyahati hayalen parlak atimizde bir ~Un yap1yordum: 
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Gozlerimi kapad1m, tirenin aer'atiyle ookUk damlar, virane­

ler, gooecek sefil kahvehaneler, oamurlu sokaklar, uoar 

gibi umuk-u mazinin siyahl1klar1nda gomUlUyorlard1. 

Eur~az iskelesinde idim. R1bt1m1n Uzerindeki ye~il 

aarma,1klar1n1, mu'attar han1mellerinin sar1ld1~1 pembe 

misafirhaneden balk vapurun TUrudunu gormek ioin Q1k1yor-

4u. Bir Qok beyaz tuvaletler birkaQ tane siyah Qar,af Tard1. 

Bilet gi,elerinin onu kalabal1kla~1yoreu. Yeni idarenin 

temiz, tendurUst iki m'muru parlak dU~meli, k1rm1z1 zib-

li aiyab kostumleriyle vapurun yanaoaca~1 k~Qedeki parmak­

l1~1n b&Q1nda bekliyordu. tstanbul Seyr-i Sefain oirketi 

4aha yeni iQlemeye baQlam1ot1. Bir tiz dudUk sesini mu­

teakip beyaz boyal1 1 seri uz,,n bir vapurun "pid.e" adas1n1n 

burnunu d.ondua Tela~s1z, sessiz takat bUyUk bir maharetle 

r1ht1ma yanaQt1. Memurlar demir parmakl1~1 aot1lar; Ben hal­

k1n ayaklar1n1 ezen, kad1nlar1n fistanlar1n1 lime lime eden 

mahut tahta iskeleyi, ve onu sUrUkleyen bammallar1 ar1-

yordum. Hammal nam1na -paket ta~1mak ioin- kumpanyan1n 

uniformas1n1 giymiQ zeki oehreli iki oocu~n balk aras1ad.a 

dolaot1~1n1 goruyorduk, vapurun kad1nlara mabsus bUyUk 

temiz guvertesi d.olu U.i.Temiz uzun kanapelerin iistiind.e 

genQ, ibtiyar bir ook han1mlar kimi gazete okumakla, kimi 

oaatas1ndan Q1kard1~1 bir iole meogul; bir k1sm1 ~Uverte­

de koouoarak aQ1k iace esvaplar1 uzerine ipek saolar1 d.a~1-

lan sahib bUnyeli neeeli oocuklar ile beraber giilerek konu-



tarak geziniyor1ar41. 

Vapur Ak4enis'in kurtuai, engin Tils'ati uzerinde 

au1ar1 yararak, arkas1aaa beyaz mevcir1eriyle f1vkl.ran 

uzun bir hat b1rakarak iler1iyor4u. Anado1u sevahili ali 

ka~aneleri, morumsu muphem renk1eriyle uzanan tepe1e~ 
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7\11111.1 tak hututiyle uzaklae1yoriu. !stanbu1 mudeb4eb bina-

1ar1, aumanl1 simas1na ;rukselen naria zarif minareleriy1e 

yaklaot1 ve bir kao 4akikada lim&Aa girdik. En evvel aazar 

1 4ikkatimi etraf1nda tahta kulubeler4en ari mu'azzam 

murtefi' (emir bir kopru celbetti. Elektrikli taranvay­

lar1, arabalar1 bia eehivden gelmit bin kl.yafette zengin 

bir inaan guruhu, canl1 bir ticaret veaaiti bir taraftan 

~bur tarafa 4aima ak1yor, yeaileei;ror4u. 

Vapurlar1n bir k1sm1 Galata r1ht1m1na bir buyuk 

k1111111 4a Sarayburau'aa tevai' e4ilerek yap1lan buyuk 

!atanbul r1ht1m1na yaaat1;ror4u. Vapurumuz ayu1 sukunet, 

ayn1 maharetle manevra e4erek,yuzlerce yelkealilerin, ka-

71klar1a, vapurlar1n aras1ndan suzulerek Galata r1ht1m1-

na ramps etti. loprunun bu b&f1ndan omnibus• atlayarak 

Sirkeci'ye kadar gi4iyorduk. Eminonu, o eski mezbeleyi 

tan1yamad1m. Burada Bahoe kap1s1na kadar uzayan vasi' , 

muzeyyen, temiz bir meydan vard1. R1ht1mda bir Qok kUQlik 

guzel vapurlar yanat1P uzakla~1yor4,,. Yenicami' butun hat­

met ve azameti, buyuk kubbesi ile bu yeni me;rd.ana bir kl.;r­

met-i tarihiye veriyor, r1ht1m1n uzeriade sade buyijk bir 

aaat knlasi, orta yan4a kanatlar1n1 &Q1111f, kollaruu. sema­

ya uzatlll1ft canlanm1t zannedilen mermer4en azim musanna 

bir hurriyet heykeli yukseliyorau. Postahanenin onun4e 
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aih~etleaen meyian1n buyuk ea44eye Q1kan noktas1nta onbir 

~emmuz nam1na bir tak-1 zarer goruluyordu. 

Xoprunun uzerinden biraz S1k1~an iz(iham burada 

&Q1l1yor, muhtelif semtlere ~r1lan omnibus merkezlerinden 

muhtelif istikametlere 4~11yordu. Xo~alerde vakur, ci4di 

Qehreli, yakalar1 8771141Zl1, uniformalar1, ellerin4e yine 

~1ld1zl1 tufekleri ile dik, ciddi polis memurlar1 gCrunu-

70rdu. Mubareze-i h~atta azalmamak ve mevk1-ini tutmak 

iQin kemal-i tehalukle !akat kemal-i cesaret ve ~evkle 

kovu~an halk1n, kanun kelime-i mukaddesesini anlam1~ olan 

fU milletin aras1nda 4ola~an bu polis qehreleri tecessum 

etmio vazife7e beazi7ordu. "Xanun nam1na" ihtariyle tufe­

~ini kala1r1nca 7irmi kioi7i birden 4ur4urabilecek polia­

ler, art1k kad1nlar da kalf1m1mlar1n ko~elerine buzulerek 

s1k ad1mlarla kendilerinden uzaklaom&ga sevk eden eski 

ihtiraz ve aefreti u7and1rm1yorlard1. Xendileri kad1nlar1 

taeiz etmek te~il, 67le bir fikir ta~17acak katar medeni-

7etten bi-aasip olanlar1 bile 0 muhterem uniformalar1 

gorunce kad1nlara 701 vererek sa~orlard1. 

~imenaifer duruaca akl1m ba~1ma gel4i, gune~li 

70llaraa bizi surukleyea eski bir kira arabas1 ile Makri­

k67undemillet bahQesin4eki tiyatroya gidiyorduk. "Ah, 4e-. 

4im 1 bu tiyatro;ru d.a hayalimi bir kaQ dakika evvel kopar-

41~1m atiden, gormu~ olsam! " ve heme• muhayyilem 7ak1n 

bir istikbalin tece44utlerine terakk1lerine ao~ru kanatlaa-

u. 
Bir gece fakat elektri~in butun son tarz ailnioini 

ile parland1~1 munevver bir gece han1mlara 7eni bir piyea 
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o;raanacakt1. Barici eaki Panteon'u takliden yap1lm1e ceP­

hesi mermer liirekli biiyuk bir tiyatronun miikellef merd.iTen­

lerinden Q1k1yorliuk. Berkes oocutunu Xaragoz'e, sinamato~­

rata, cambaza g5nliermie oldu~ndan tiyatro:ra girie kemal-i 

siikunetle olu:rorau. Tavanlarda pek sanatl1 yaz1lar, QiQekler 

teraim eden elektrik ziyalar1 &Q1k renk salie tuvaletleri 

orten beyaz, ~Jmueak borozlu Dazik vUCutlar1 1 pembe beyaz 

kollar1n eairaae liiieiieu:rle setr etti~i giizel baelar1 biitiin 

taeaa-i ~ranesiyle 71k1;rord.~ Xoyu kaaife li5eemeli loca­

lar1na liayanm1e heniiz medeniyetia, sefahatin kirletmedi~i 

taravetli, geno simalar1 tiyatroyu b1acah1no liolduraa, 

biitiin beyazlar iQinlie biiyiik bir insan buketine benzeyea 

memleketimizin kad1nlar1na bakt1m, miitebeasim, miieeTYee 

oehreleri, bekaret-i ruhlar1 parlayan sat al1nlar1 salie­

liklerini muhafaza ettikleri biraz yeknesak fakat nezib 

ve ahenktar tuvaletleri kare1s1naa kalbim lierin bir it­

tiharve minnetaari ile lioldu. Fakat perdenin ae oynayacak 

piyesle miinasebeti vard1. Her Osmanl1'n1n kalbin4e o kadar 

ae1aa o kadar muharrem bir ubudiyet U7ani1ran hilal, giimii~­

ten biiyiik bir hilal, gine giimiieten bir 71la1z ile koyu 

k1rm1z1 bir kumae1n iizeriDde par1la1yorau. Sahnenin iki 

tarat1nda elektrik ziyas1yle hiirriyet, miisavat, uhuvvet 

:ranl1 iai. 

Orkestra baelad1. Vatan1 tebcil eaen aazenin bir 

vekarla titreeen nurlukelimeler, aazik hili!, hiirriyet mar­

f1, o kadar inca hissiyat1m1z1 okea;ran milli hava, bunu 

ayakta aikilirken baeka bir veca ile pembeleeea miitevaz1' 

.takat COfikuD oehreler, bu ziya, bu ahenk' bu rangin nermin 



kalabal1k ruhnllu knram11J oimcli;re kadar bilmeii~i bile­

mecl~i bir istihrak, bir bihuoi ile aars1;rot'Qu. 
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Arkadao1m kolumdan oekti. ~im(i ha;ral semas1ndan 

kanatlar1m hr1lm10 a\ikut ediyorcl.um. A;raklar1m1z1n al t1nd.a 

Qiiruk tahtalarian biri Q1km1o a;ra~1m1z iQeri;re bat1;roriu. 

Loca;r1 ··~iotirdik. Bu clefa ustumuz(eki lOCBn1D kohne tah­

talar, f1ai1k f1st1k kabuklar1n1a o1t1rt1s1 ile kar10m10 

iaimi bir Q&t1rt1 ile b&f1m1Z1D. \istund.e o;rnu;rord.u • Q;run 

baolam1ot1. Ti;ratro h1ncah1nQ aolu;riu. Pek az Qaroat kar1-

ou bu be;razl1 kalabal1k ;reknazaria gC5ze pek hoe rorunu­

;roriu. Pakata beote biri QOCuk olan huzzarcla aaimi bir 

temeyyijc, bir hareket gorunu;roriu. Cocullar, ;rer (e~ioti­

ri;rorlar; han1mlar1n kimi a;rakta aktorleriD sesine rekabet 

eaen aat1c1lar1 oa~1r1;rorlari1. Bir hamam c1T1lt1s1, aktC5r­

leri seslerini ioittirmek iQin ba~1rma;ra mecbur e(en iiQ;riiz 

a~1z1n birclen f1nt1k k1r101 vari1. 

toitmez isem hiQ olmazsa gorurum cl.i;re sahneye y\i­

z\imu oevirclim. Bukadar muvaneeyle husn-u niyetleri bozul­

ma;ran aktorler, ~ ipti8.ai pi;rasin kursurlanm unuttura­

rak ;raln1z mana-y1 millisi ile herkesi a~latan paroalar1 

butun warl1klar1 ile oynuorlar41. Oyunla munasebeti ;r1rt1k 

cl.ekorlar1n arkas1ncla aktorlerin gi;rinioi, ti;ratronun ielik 

tahtalar1ndan bedava oyun seyretmek iQin ioeriye cl.alan 

baolar gCSriinuyoriu. Sonra iaima bao1ma oat1rd.a;rarak beni 

tehclit eien tavand.an ieli~e s1k10m1o bir iskarpin C5kQesi 

zihnimi meerut ecl.iyoriu. 

Oouncu perclecl.e o kadar hale munasib guzel cUmleler 

Yar41 ki bu muttehir kitlenin bir k1Sm1 4inlenmek iQin 
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l:ltekileri aiikunete ~avet etti •• -SuB 1 sus : Bans t1rancala 

~etirmeaia ••• Ayol, bir saattir peyair bekliyordum.-sus, sus • 

.1 1 ausuzluktu l:lleyim mi ? •• -UzWl aaQll. kl.z 1 ot,,r bakayl.m 

sanaalyene ••• Fe him e.fenaiden daha me~hur olu trancalacl. 

ile fl.nal.kQl.ya hitablar, aahneye arkas1n1 tonmu~ kemal-i 

hiadetle kollar1n1 sallayarak sucuyu Qa~l.ranlar, el ~akl.r• 

t1lar1, oocuk naleleri, kl.~k1~lar aras1nda GQGncu per ae 

kapandl.. 

Perae aras1naa orkestra oyunun mevzu-una pulunQ 

bir suratte bigane olaa "Xi kl. ku ku " ~ark1s1 ile "ma 

Qio" i Qalmaya ba~ladl.. Gozlerimae iki aamla 7a~ audak­

larl.maa men'edemedi~im asabi bir kahkaha aola~l.yordu. 

Be~inci peraeae Hurriyet Mar~l.'na ta'zim ioin 

bir iki istisaa ile hemen herkes aya~a kalktl.. Fakat .fl.a­

alk flstlk oat1rdl.s1 • localardan fahi~ bir au parasl. 

kcxparlllak iQin han1mlarla pazarll.~a girmi~ olan sucular1a 

sesleri, ba;yraklaraan silahlardan, arnavut kostumlerindea 

ilrkerek Q1~11klarl.un mabaalarl.na d.evam eden oocuklar 

~ark1n1n bir kelimesini bile anlam~a mani' idi. Hele hiQ 

munasebeti olmadan her m1sra' aras1nda 91rp1lan el ~ak1r­

tl.larl.! 

Son perdeye ao~ru gurultu ziyadele~ti. En muhim 

bir yerinde iai, fettah bey uyu7an o~lunu l:llaurmek mecbu­

riyet-i .feci 'eaiyle OlluJl ba~1naa iken kolumu a.fak muttehiq, 

muttehiz bir el asabi bir ihtilaola s1kt1. Tedi sekiz ya~l.n­

ia aar1 beaizli, parlak zeki nazarl1, eakaklarl. ~erilmie 

za;y1r bir erkek Qocuk, butun rubu gozlerine toplam1~, sah­

neye bak170rau. Silah ~akl.rt1lar1, bayraklar, kahramane slz-
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ler, vatan sarho~lu~ ile titreyen bu naria bu hassas 

kUQuk Oemanl1'ya koluau uzatt1m 1 omuzlar1n1 ok~ad1m. ~en-

4lisine beD.zer birkaQ QOCnk loCam1Z1Jl oniindeki S&ndalye­

lere Q1km1~, giirultu artt1kQa gozlerini kulaklar1n1 &y1ra­

ma41klar1 sahneden titreyerek kai1nlara aoniiyor, kemal-i 

isyan ve istihkarla "sussan1za ya.:"n diye aiye ~ikayet 

ed.i;rorlard.1o 

Bun4lan sonra istikbali iyi goriinen tiyatro kumpanya­

lar1m1za ait bir ibtar hat1r1ma gelG.i.Mevh' -i fiile ko­

aulabilirae muvaffakiyete G.o~ru ilk ad1m at1lm1~ olur: 

ETVela, G.1~ar1ya bir bufe yap1larak sat1c1lar1n iQeri 

girmesiain men' edilmesi, Han1mlar perie aras1nd.a d1~ar1 

Q1kar yiyebilirler. 

Bir de milletin veya 4levletin bir mar~1 veya 

ilahisi laZ1mcll.r. Hurriyet Mar~1 soylenirken bir iki lo­

eada han1mlar k1m1ldamad1lar 4li~er bir locada mavi tuva­

letli bir madam ayak a;rak uzerinde bir vaz~-1 miitekebbirane 

ile oturuyortu. ~endisinin ecnebi olmas1 ihtimali dii~unii­

lurse de bu ihtimal bir mazeret olamaz. Bir Fransu icti­

ma~1nda "Marseyez" Qal1n1rG.a herkes aya~a kalkarsa huzzar 

ara81nda bir Turk, J;ir Alman ;rahut RU8 da kaide-i neza­

kete biaeten k1yam eter. 

Ti;ratrodan Q1karken kenii kendime: " Tiyatro k1r1k, 

salme levaz1m1 eksik olabilir." bunlar zamanla diizelir, 

fakat aktorlerin o kadar hiisn-u aiyetle severek oynad1klar1 

milli bir parQan1B en vatanperver parQalar1nia hissiz bir 

lakayii ile yemi~Qileri· Q~1ranlar ••• Bunlar 4liizelir mi ?" 

dedim. 
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Donu~te memleketimiz, kad1nlar1m1z iQfn gelirken 

(al41~1m tatl1 hayallere (alm&ga cesaret edeme41m~ Ruhum4a 

garib bir kesl ve futur var41. 

Halide Salih 

Burgaz: l A~tos 1324 



APPENDIX - C 

DUNKU HAL 

(Volkan, l Nisan 1325) 

Dun sabah Xa41koyu'nde M1s1rl1o~lunda vas1l-1 
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aem' -1 teessufum olan bir heber, bila-ihtiyar: eyvah ey 

&alim aokak : Akibet-i millet-i mazlume-i !slamiye'ye kan 

a~lataeaks1n1z, o pek toplanm1~ esrar-amiz, mubhem ima­

larla kederlerle, eseflerle musahabelerden sonra etraftan 

heyecan engiz iatihzalar birbirini takip ediyor. Helecan-1 

derunum mutezayed oluyor idi. Bu akeam, evet: Bu ak~am 

lstanbui'da bu vukuat-1 muellime zuhur etmi~. Rub madte 

meehul, geee silah sealeri lstanbul'u titretmi~, memleket 

yerinden oyaam1~. Bu haberler beni korkuttu. 

Bir an eTTel lstanbul'a ge~ip esas meseleyi anlamak, 

i~in hakikatine kesb-i itt1la etmek i~in vapurun hareke­

tini sab1rs1zl1kla bekliyortum. 

Mubhem, mubhem nazarlar, hukuk-u umumiyeye te'sira-
~ fWT 

ilka ecliyor. t~te: ruh-u bu he-

lecan-1 vatanperverane ile k1vranarak nihayet xapru'ye 

vas1l ol4um. 

Easd1~1m yerleri gormeyerek lopru'nun Yeni Cami' 

eihetine tekarrub ettimo Gozlerime ili~en muthie bir levha 

kar~1a1nta bireenbire irkildim, kalt1m. Memleketimizin 

heykel-i felaketi olan bu kanl1 levha milletimizin istik­

baliaden ateta beni aevmii etdio lulaklar1mda u~ltular 

has1l oldu. Henuz mes'elenin ne oldu~nu bilmeyerek ve 
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nere~e gi4ece~imi ta'~in etmeyerek !8pru ba~1nda ilk tesa­

aufetti~im bir arab~a binaim ve ~aln1z Qek, emrinden sonra 

araban1n iQinden etraf1 tefti~e ba~lad1m. Hamidi~e Turbe­

si'nin onunden geQerken ~an11, mucessem-i hamiyet bir ol~ , 

evet: nizam ve intizami~le g1btabah~a-1 dikkatimi celbetti. 

Dur! Arabac1 4etim. Onlar, o mukattes, o aintar, o ~eci' 

askerler parlak sunguleri ellerinde oltugu halde saf, sat 

toplanm1~lar goru~u~orlar. 

!Qlerinten zeki, haluk, fatin oldugu anla~1lan 

aas1~e-i umid-bah~as1ndan anla~1lan bir ba~Qavu~: Arkada~­

lar! Millet bizi tinimiz iQin, vatan1m1z iQin besl~or. 

~1gun biz dinimizi vetan1m1z1, hem de bizi besleyen mille­

tfmizi, tin karte~lerimizi vatan karaeelerimizi 9eref So­

ka~1 atamlar1ntan be~ on zabitin hat1r1 iQia ~a~1m111a 

alt1na al1rsak bizden Allah da raz1 olmaz, peygamber te. 

Bugun biz~· 5lmeli~iz veyahua ~eref Soka~1'n1n hat1ras1 

iQin millete zulm eden Sadr-1 azam, Harbiye Naz1r1a1 ka­

bul etmemeli7iz. tete asker kardeelerimbur,ua, ~ar1n ve 

daima milletten baeka kimseye esir olmayal1m. Yaln1z mil­

letimize sadakat gosterelim, diyor4u: sem'-i iftihar ve 

ibtihacla istima' etti~im ei autk-u garra, bendeki tesir-

leri te'essurleri tamamen izale etdi. Alt1, ~eti ~uz sene­

ten beri ean1yla, zaferiyle, namuauyla, istikametile, 

vekar1yle, azametiyle, heybeti7le, deheeti~le Avrupal1lar1 

g1btalara tueuren bu Oamanl1 or~,sunu araban1a iQiaae 

kaimen alk1elad1m ve "Yaeas1n Osmanl1 askerleri" t~e 

butun ruhumla, kalbimle taktir eterek tuahan oldum. Art1k 
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bu leTha-i muka44eae;ri ~u n1t.tk-u miibeeeeli gCSr\ip i~ittik­

tea soara bealie te'ea.Urien, kederien, gamlian, meraklian 

eser kalmam1~41. Xalben ~erih, fahur olarak arabae1;ra Qek! 

i~aretini tekrar etdim. Fakat seTineimten araba iQinlie 

turam&7arak So~kQe~e Telgrafhanesinia oniinte ialiim. Me;r­

(an, kala~~;k old.u ~ iQin 4aaof;ra Cami '-i J;erifinb. 

me:r;rit kapu1 taraf1ntan Mebuean Dairesiain oniincie 

he;rbet numa-;r1 azamet olan ~anl1 askerlerimizb. aras1na 

aokultum. Mueababat-1 tintaraneleri (Bize ~apka gi;rairmek 

iate;ren millet reisi R1za Efenai';ri, memleketi nifaka, 

fesa4a (ii~iirmek iQin Qal1~an Hiiae;rin Cahid Efenai';ri, mil­

leti terk e(ib (e $eref Soka~1'a1 iltizam eten Satr1azam1, 

Harbi;re Naz1r1n1 iateme;riz. Meclia-i Mebusan ne ;rapacaksa 

$eriate tetabbuk eterek ;rapmal1) a6zlerin(en ibaret. !~te 

bu s8zler fahrime-i ibtihac1ma bati oltu! Meaerretim4en 

e~t-i ~ati tokiilii;rorium. 

0 anda iii ki askerlere boru ile "Selam dur!" emri 

verildi. Aekerler kemali-i tevazu' ve edeble selam durdular. 

Siingiiler, biitiin eelatetile birer se;rf-i 

~eriat kesilmi~ parl1;ror, nur-u ~eriatden birer aumune gibi 
' A .. enzar-1 tema~a;r1 kama~d1r1;ror, muntazam b1r avaz umumun 

nazarlar1n1 celb .etti ••• 

Mebrusan Daireeb.in onii bembe;raz kesilti. Herkesae 

hissi;rat-1 tini;re gale;rana gelti. Bir tarafi.an "Ya~ann 

~ariat-i garra-;r1 Muhammedi;re" ti;re !er;rat edi;rorlar, 

bir taraftan ta Allah, allah ti;re figan edi;rorlar41. 

E;r Ummet-i Muhammecl 1 

!~te: Gorii;rorsuaua ti birtaQ a;rtan beri $eret Soka-



~1a1D istinaa ettikleri ~U ~anl1 sunguler bugun hakikati 

anlayarak o meraut sokak taraf1ntaa i~fal edil4iklerini 

iarak eterek hakikate rucu' ettiler. 
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Biz te hakiki olarak Qal1~al1m, usul-u me~veretin 

~er'-i ~erifinahkam-1 munifindea buiuaau~nu iyi bilelim 

ve usnl-u me~vered.i eld.en b1rakmayal1m. l;ieriat ve kanun 

ahk~na talib olaalar kanun ve ~riate tecavfiz eaemez. 

Bunun iQin kimseni11. ~ubhesi olmas1n. l.rsul-u me~­

vereti istemeyenler hakk-1 teala indinte menfur olur. 

Ey! Milleti-i necibe-i Osmaniyeyi menfaat-i ~ah­

siyeleri u~runta aifaka d.u~urmek isteyen zalim sokak! Sen 

kentini Rustem-i zal zann etiyortun, milleti baziQe yapmak 

istetin, ortuyu siyasiyatla i~tigal etdirdin. lendini tev 

aynas1nda gord.Un. Alenen ben zulm eaici bir zalimim aedin. 

Fakat: Sen evet; 

(Sen emin ol bulmaz alemde kemal ve itibar itba' 

etmezae her kim Mustafa kanununa Huk9umet-i aunya bilinmez 

vakit olur ki dehr-i dun Rustem-i Zali bile mahkum eder 

madununa) 

Lutfi 
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31 PUffiT 1HT1L1L-1 ASKER!Sl 

(11 N!SAN lNKILABI- BOLUM II) 
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31 Mart &abah1, lstanbul atak1n1 aeh~etler i~inde b1ra­

kan mutevali tufenk sadalar1 ile infilak etmi~ti. Gece saat ye­

aide ba~layan 1syan~1 askeri gittik~e tevessu' ediyor, asker 

Ayasofya Meydan1na fevc fevc toplan1yor, ye~il, siyah, beyaz 

bayraklar bu 1syan-1 askeri murettiblerinin fikirleri kadar 

mu~evve~ bir halde Ayasofya Meydan1nda temevvilc ediyordu. Ar­

t1k herkes sokaklara f1rlam1~t1. !htilalim ilk ni~ane-i he~c~ 

en~izi olan tUfenk saaalar1 halk1 tamamen ikaz etmi~, herkes 

bu nafihani ihtilalia esbab1n1 anlamak i~in mi.;tereddid hatve­

lerle ilerliyor, sabah1n sukunet seheri iQinde Ayasofya Mey­

dan1na do~ru mUsellah askerlerin, hocalar1n kafile kafile 

gittikleri goruluyordu. Otede, bu kalabal1~1n mUtevali cere­

yanlar1 aras1nda, k1rm1z1 fesli, pantalonu y1rt1k, fesi pus­

kulsuz, parmaklar1 potininden ~1km1~ bir serserinin bed-mes­

tane, asiyane bir taV1r ile eeriatden bahs etti~i i~itiliyor, 

beride bu 1syan1n elim ~ticeler ihdas edece~ine mutma'in 

bir vatanperver, melalalud, endi~enak bir sima ile du~ijmuyor, 

ve bu ihtilalin butUn safhat1n1 tedk1k iQin kafileler araa1a­

da ilerliyordu. Ayasofya Meydan1 sar1 elbiseli, parlak sun~i­

Hi·.Avc1 Taburu efradile dolmu~tu. Ceplerini altunlsrla doldu­

ran bu asiler, 9eriatin birer kahraman1 kesilmi~lerdi. Butun 

asker Ayasofya Meydan1n1 ihata etmi~, sokak ba~lar1n1 tutmue, 

hoaalardan ba~ka kimsenin gaQmesine ~usaade etmiyordu. Sul­

tanahmed BahQesini!l. onu Sanayi' Alay1 Subyan bolukleriyle 

ku~at1lm1~t1. Vatan1n bu nankor Qocukle.r1, ellerinde martin-
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ler, muttas1l oynuyorlar, y1l1~1k, ~1mar1k bir sima ile tii­

tenklerine dayan1yorlar, Avc1 Taburlar1 neferlerinin biitiin 

emirlerine miinkad. oluyerlard1. Ayasofya •·•eyd.an1n1, Divanyolu 

etraf1n1 ihtta eden bu asi askerler aras1ndan hi~bir kimse 

ge~emiyor, polisler ~iiya bu hareket-i isyaniyede idare-i 

inzibata memur imi~ler ~ibi bir faaliyet-i fevkalade ile as­

kerler aras1nda aola~1yorlard1, Otede bir jandarma, fesini 

arkaya y1km1~, tufengini omuzuna alm1~, aln1ndan akan terle­

ri siliyor, di~er tarafd.an siibyan efrad1na nutuklar irad ed.i­

yor, ve bu hakimiyetinden memnun, mufthehir saflar aras1nda 

dola~1yordu. Sonra birka~ Avc1 neferi k1~lalara ko~yor, i~­

fal etti~i neferlerle beraber Divanyolundan ge~iyordu. Halk 

bu ihtilal-i askerinin biit\in esrar1na gayr-1 vak1f Divanyo­

lunda ~ittik~e tezyili ediyor, Harbiye Nezareti c1var1 asi as­

kerle malamal oluyordu. Isyan-1 askeriyi bast1rmak art1k im­

kan haricine gelmioti. Hassa kumandan1 bu ihtilalin bir an 

evvel oniinii almak istemi~, fakat llarbiye Naz1r1a1n teredtii­

du, Sadr1azarn1n korkakl1~1 hi~bir tedbir ittihaz1n1 te'min 

ede~emi~ti. !htilal gittik~e tev.ssii' ediyor4u. K1~lalarda 

zabitler par~a par~a ediliyor, nasihaate ciir'et eden zabi­

tan iki kur9--n1a attan dii~Uruliiyordu, Bu cinayetler gittik~e 

tezayud edi~ordu. Bir zabit Koprii'de caniyane bir suretde 

katl edilmi9, ak~amlara kaaar sokak ortalar1nda yatm19, ara­

bac11ar bir ta'assub-u zalimane ile bu bedbaht kahraman1 ta-

01makta n i~tinab ediyordu. Art1k butun sokaklar ahali ile 

dolmu~, Divanyolu'nun kPlabal1~1 fevkalade tezayiia etmioti. 

Saat be~e do~ru vard1 ki, uzakdan beyaz bembeyaz bir kafile 

goriindu, Bu kafile, s1rf holalardan murekkebdi, Kafilenin 

etraf1nda uz·,n boylu, giinefiden yiizleri yanm1~;~ askerleria 
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keskia kasaturalar1 parl1yor, Bnunae bir boruzan Ayasorya Mey-

4an1na do~ru boru Qal1yor4u. la!ilenin 8nunde, iQinde, etra­

f1nda pejmurte k1yatet, aya~1 Q1blak, taassubundan 91ld1rmak 

derecelerine gelmi~ cehel-i avam1n ba~1ra ba~1ra ~ittikleri 

g8rul uyor ve butun bu vel vel e-i uzma iQinde aheste, hafit 

te~bir sadalar1 i~itiliyordu. 

Bu kafile Ayasofya heydan1n1 tamamen doldurmur;~, as­

kerden ne istedikleri sual oluamur;~tu. Asker d8rt ~ey taleb 

ediyordu: 

.1. Kabineni sukutu, 

2. Mebusandan baz1lar1n1n muba'deti, 

3. Ahkam-1 r;~er'iyenin tarnarnen tatbik1, 

4. Alayl1 zabitan1n yerlerini ta'yini. 

Fakat bu d8rt arzu, istibdad1 iade iQin tamamen kafi 

idi. Asker bu arzunua saal yediye kadar ifas1n1 talep eyliyor, 

bu esnaaa cinayetler ika'J.nda hali kalmiyor4u. Binay-1 rabba­

aiyi zalimane bir suretde y1kmak cesaretini g8steren bu 

d~niler, ceble ine doldukiuklarl. ru~vetler te'siriyle $eri­

atden, adaletden bahs ediyor1ard1. Art1k tUfenk sadalar1 Is­

tanbul afakJ.nda medid tanialer husele getirme~e ba~lam1~d1. 

Cebhaneler QatJ.r Qatl.r kl.rl.l1yor, silahlar harisane ya~ma olu­

nuyordu. Vatan, millet, hUrriyet tehlikede bulunuyordu. Her­

kes iki~er UQer toplaaml.~, bu ihtilalden mUte'essirane baha 

ediyor, asi asker kur~nundan kurtulan genQ, vatanperver za­

bitlerin sivil elbiselerle gezdikleri goriauyordu. Buti.in bu 

asi neferlere ne istedikleri sual olunau~ zaman: eeriat is­

teriz! diyorlar, fakat bu taleblerini muhikk ~Bsterecek hiQ­

bir delil postere'1eyirlard.1. Ayasofya Meyd.an1ada, beyaz Qi­

Qekler aQma~a bar;~layan kestane a~aQlarJ.n1n latif g8lgleri al-
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t1naa sar1 elbiseli askerlerin sunguleri parl1yor, butun ha­

rekat Avc1 Taburla~1ndan iki ~avu~ taraf1ndan idare olunuyor­

du. Bu ~avu~lar butun askere kumandanl1k ediyor, ma'iyetle­

rinde birka~ neferle bir boruzan bulunuyordu. !ki ~avu~un bir 

vaz'-1 vakurane ile terdikleri emirler tekmil efrat tara1ndan 

kemal-i sur'atle icra olunuyordu. 

0 ~un Meclis-i Mehusana gelen ~ebuslar1n mecmu'u an­

cak k1rka bali~ olmu~tu. Mebuslartan baz1lar1 vatan1n tehli­

kete bulundutunu beyan ediyor, uset1n arzular1n1 ia'afdan 

b&f?k& ~are olmad1g1 der-meyan olunuyordu. Fakat kalblerde cay­

gir olan enai~e ve heyecan, kewal-i sukUnetle icray-1 muzake­

reye mani oluyordu. 

Mebusan, mUzakerat ile me~gul oldu~ s1rada aungulu 

aeferlerle beraber bir hey'et-i ilmiyye M~ousan.aalonuna da­

hil ol•ittu. Her tarafda azim bir heyecan hukUm-ferma olu7~ 

du. D1~ar1da, Ayasofya Meydan1nda, sar1 elbiseli Avc1 nefer­

leri, pejmurde k1yafet, beyaz sar1kl1 hocalar bir seylabe-i 

bukelamun halinde daimi bir tafayan i~inde bulunuyor, ac1 a­

C1 sami'aya aks eden boru sadalar1 mutemadiyen tekerrur edi­

yor, askerl in muahi~ avazeleri tuyleri urperti~ordu. 

Bebusandan baz1lar1 Bab~ali ile, Harbiye Nezareti 

ile muhavere ediyor, Meclis-i Mebusanda kabineye adem-i ittm­

mad fikirleri ileyirye suruluyortu. Bu Blrada birka~ nefer 

parlak s[nfUleri, mahi-i hayat tUfenkleri ile i~eri girmi~-

1er, meramlar1na ifham edemeyecek bir cehalet sarfa i~inde 

havf ve tehdid emareler ~osteriyorlard1. Hey'et-i murahhasa-i 

i1miyyeden bir zat, asi askerlerin sungu u~lar1na guvenerek 

kursi-i hitabete Q1km1~, cahilane, asiyane bir nutukla bu 

asi askerlerin hissiyat1na terceman olmak istiyordu. Vatanda 
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~ariat olanca ahkamiyle cari oldu~ halde mebusana $eriat aer­

si veriliyor, fakat d1sar1da, sokak baelar1nda k1ela avlula­

rlnda bin tiirlii cinayetler ika' olun,yordu. tnsan biitUn bu 

cinayetleri, biitiin bu rnezalimat-1 gayr-i meeru'ay1 diisiindiik­

~e $eriat nam1na feryad etrnekkden ~endisini alam1yordu! 

Bu nu,k-u cahilane hitam bulur bulmaz, klr sakall1 

bir binbae1 mebusan s1ralar1na ~1km1s, miiheyyic, tehdid-amiz. 

bir sada ile Qeriat u~runda feday-1 can edece~ini soyliiyor­

du. Fakat nutkun nihayetinde ~oluk ~ocuk sahibi oldu~nu, 

a~1~a ~1kar1lm1e bulundu~nu bir safvet-i cahilane ile beyeR 

eyledi~i Z'man, kendisinin l;leritt u~runde de~il, milletin 

uliivv-cenab1 sayesinae her zaman bulabildi~i nan ve nimeti 
• A 1nkar ederek h1Nl ve ta' am1 u!runda kanlar aokmek isted.i~ini 

ifham edi;rordu. 

Mebusan, bin tiirlii ricalarla bu hey'et-i murahhasay1 

~1karma~a muvaffak olmue, nihayet kabinenin isti'fa etmesine 

karar vermieti. Neferler ise muttas1l telgrafa miiracaat edi­

yorlar, Sultan Hamici'in gelmesini musr1rane, tehdidkarane 

taleb ediyorlard1. Birks~ defalar: "Sultan Hamid geli~or!" 

diye $&;rialar q1km1~S·, hiinkar locas1 temizlenmie, fakat Ab­

dulhamid Y1ld1z Saray1nda kad1nlar aras1ndan d1ear1 ~1kmam1s~ 

t1. 

Ayasofya_Meydanlnda kalabal1k gittikqe tezayiid edi­

;ror, sokaklardan geqmek imkan haricine geliyordu. Bir tarat­

dan siinriileri takmle neferler, terler iqinde, hiQbir tarafa 

bakmsyarak ak1n ak1n geliyor, di~er tarafdan meydana dahil 

olan k1t'alar ~avuelar1n emiiyle kendilerine gosterilen yer­

lerde ahz-1 mewk1' ediyorlard1. Uzakdan ravae yava~, sarar­

m1e, bembeyaz benizleriyle birkaq mebus goriinme~e baelam1et1. 
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Her me~usun refakatinde iki nefer gidiyor, fakat mebuslarda 

azim bir tereddud numayan oluyordu. Bunlar kah ilerliyor, 

kah gerilemek istiyor, kendilerini her tarafdan ihata eden 

olum tehlikeleri i~inde heyecan-en~iz, fakat bitabane ad1m­

larla ilerliyorlard1. Bir muddet s~nra ~i~ arabs durdurul­

mus, gen~ bir mebuaa arabadan in~esi teklif ediliyordu. Sun­

guler tehdid-amiz bir surette uzerine tevcih ediliyor, bu 

muhterem mebus tufenklerin uzerine do~ru tevcih edildi~ini 

gorGr gormez: Ben Cahid de~ilim, soze isbat edeyim: diye 

me'yusane bir feryad ediyordu; otede ba~ka bir nefer: O'aur, 

o14Grun: diye bag1r1yordu; o za an mavzerler bo~an1yor, aua­

guler kanlara boyan1yorau. tasan kan1 dokmek bu asi neferler 

i~in buyGk bir muvaffak1yet idi. Bunlar vatan1n muhtemem ev­

ledlar1n1 bu suretle telef etmege muvaffak olunca, derhal 

havaya tUfenk atmaya ba~l1yorlar, e za~an siviller y1~1n Y1-

~1n ka~1~1yorlar, bir mGadet soara bu feci' einayetleri 

gormek i~in tekrar topla~1yorlard1. 

Art1k ak~am olmaga ba~lam1~a1. Asker hi~bir karar 

ittihaz edememi$, ortal1k azim bir heyecan i~inde kalm1sd1. 

Zulam-1 leyl Ayasofya'n1n cesim kubbesini bir heyula-y1 mu'­
;_;,\s. \..,.;\ 

azzam halinde gosteriyor, hava F"azlar1n1n 

bitabanesi alt1nda kasaturalar1n parlad1~1 gorulGyordu. Va-

tan1 bu 1syan-1 e~im ile peri~an et~e~e te~ebbus eden Vahde­

ti, ba~1na yesil bir sar1k sarm1~, hoes k1yafetinde, sGn~u 

par1lt1lar1 aras1nda dolas1yor, elinde ye~il bir bayrak, 

safdil, asi askerlere ~eriatden bahsediyordu. 0 zaman, Tatan­

aaslar1n1a kanlar1n1 i~in bu aeferler bir teslimiyet-i iin­

tarane ile kosusuyorlar, Vahdeti•nin elini opmek i~in birb~ 

riyle rekabet ediyorlsrd1. Vahdeti, bir vaz-1 vakurane ile 



askere emirler veri;yor, bu emirler derbal ln. ta • ate tebli~ 

edili;yordu. 
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Gece olma~a ba~lam1~, tilfenk sadalar1 el 'an aibayet 

bulmam1~t1. labineyi devirmeye, erbab-1 iktidar1 ketl etme­

~e muvaffak olan neferler, ~imdi ;yeni kP.bineye intizar edi­

;yorlar, Ayasofya Meydan1n1 dolduran asiler fevc fevc Sirke­

ci'ye do~ru ilerliyorlard1. Sokaklar gitti4~e karar1yor, 

zulam-1 leyl her tarafa istila ediyordu. Ayasofya taraf1n­

dan, Sirkeci onleri~den boru sesleri, silah pat1rt1lar1 i~i­

tiliyor, arada s1rada: Cok ya~a: sadalar1 ~ecenin sukunet-i 

binihayesi i~inde tanin-endaz oluyordu. Art1k asker arausu-

na tamamen na'il olmu~du. Harbiye Naz1r1 de~i,mi~, gece sa­

at u~de buti'n asker k1!i!lalar1na avdet eylemiE;~di. Fakat bu 

avdet pek velvele-enfiz idi. Bir tarafdan tufenk sadalar1 

mtitemadi ba~yet-aver bir mubarebeyi ani1racak vechile saat­

lerce imtidad ediyor, di~er tarafdan Abdulbamid-i zalimin 

maro1 uzakdan uza~a akis-endaz oluyordu. Gece saat be~e ao~­

ru icra edilen bir ateE;~, berkesie azim bir heyecan busule 

~etirmi~di. Leylin zulam-1 binibayesi i~inde melul ve mute'­

essir bi~bir tarafa k1m1ldamayan balk, bu mubarebe-i leyli­

yeyi bi~bir ~eye haml edemiyor, fakat ertesi sabab bunun 

binibaye bir suru dan ibaret oldu~nu anlay1nca bavf ve he­

yecan1ndan ne yap~ca~1n1 ~·~1r1yordu. 

1 Nisan sabab1, yine tufenk sadalar1 ile infilak et­

mil;lti. Bir gun evvellri c~at1n tevali etmeyece~ine mutma­

in olan balk mutereddidane, mutecessine batvelerle ilerle­

di~i esnada yan1 bar;;1nda buti7n bayvaniyetini izhar eden bir 

neferin hi~bir tarafa bakTadan havaya ate~ etti~ini g5ruyor­

du. Bazan bu nefer kafileleri aras1na kar1san bocalar, oaun-

d. 
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deki neferin kursunlariyle telef olunuyor, ve bu cahil asi~r 

aras1nda pantalonu du~mii~, fessiz, pejmiirde k1ysfet ~ocuklar, 

asi neferlerin boynnlanna asd1kls:·1 tiifenk dip~iklerinden 

tutmu~lar, bir ~evk-1 t1f1lane ile ilerliyorlard1. 

eehrin hiicrs ko~elerinde, mektebli zamitan aleyhine 

icra-i cinayetler birbirini vely ediyordu. Cahil ~r nefer, 

sokakda tessduf etti~i mektepli ~ir binba~1y1 kureunla telef 

ediyor, birka~ nefer genQ bir zabiti zavcesinin ~ozii onunde 

par~al1yord·~. Biitun bu ihtilal, medeniyete, terakk1yst-1 

fikriyyeye, fikr-i hiirriyete ksr~1 icra ediliyordu. 

Pahriye efrsd1n1n cina;yetleri akla hayret verecek 

bir dereceyi bulmu~du. Be~ on nefer buhtsnlsr, iftiralarla 

vatanperver bir binba~1y1 yakalam1~lar, Y1ld1z!a, Abdulha­

mid-i zaliMia oniine getirmi~lerdi. Abdiilhamid, muzlim, istib­

daci-alud. simasiyle pencereye ~1km1~, neferleri isticvab et­

mi~, sonra bir iearet etmi~ti. Bu kafile-i ha~arat iQinde 

bitab, sararm1s hir halde duran binbae1, art1k ondan sonra 

mudhis bir .taarruza du~ar olmua; bir nefer, siinrusiinii kar­

n1na saplam1s 1 di~er beynini par~alam1$, di~er biri de boy­

nuns bir ip takarak siiriikliiye siiriikliiye gotiirmiis, Mihayet 

biQare sehidi a~a~lara salb eylemi~di. Abdulhemid bu teci' 

cinayetlerden kat'iyen miiteressir olmam1s, altunlar, miicev­

herlerle doldurdutu saray1na kemal-i siikUnetle avdet eyle­

misdi. 

Y1ld1z'da bu vina;yetler ika' olundu~ esnada, Islan­

bul'da (euray-1 Ummet), (Tanin) idarehaneleri ya~ma ediliyor­

du. Divanyolu'ndan ~eQen hocalar1n, askerlerin, esafil-i 

nas1n elinde, parQalanm1s 1 buru~mus Tanin gazeteleri gorii­

liiyor, asi bir asker biiyiik bir mstbaa makinesi yiiklenmis, 
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musterrihane ilerliyordu. Art1k hiQbir nizamdan, hiQbir ka­

nundan korku kalmam1~d1. Neferler, gazetelere ilaveler ne~r 

ettiriyor, tesaduf etti~i zabite ~iddetli bir tokat indire­

rek cebinden rovolverini gasb ediyordu. Otede bir aefer za­

bitana pantelonunu QOZduruyor, ahalinin boyun ba~lar1n1 ko­

par1yor, kahve~aneden resimleri Q1kar1yor, gramofondan hur­

riyet plaklar1n1 k1r1yordu, Beride Seriat isteyen di~er bir 

nefer meyhanelerde, umumhanelerde silah1n1 b1rak1yor, vah~i­

yane cinayetler ika'a ediyortu. Sokaklarda mektepli zabitan 

nam1na hiQbir ferde teaaduf edilmiyordu. Bu ihtilal-i aske­

rinin kahramanlar1n1 te~kil eden baz1 alayl1 zabitler y111-

~1k bir sima, ta'lim ve terbiyeden mahrum vir vaziyetle ao­

kakl arda dola~1yorlar, k1slalan meyhane haline getiriyor;;, 

lard1. Art1k iatizam mahv olmu~, hurriyet elden ritmi~, 

millet rahm ve ~efkatden mahrum, adab-1 diniyeye gayr-1 va­

k1f, para ile 9eriat isteyen neferler eline kalm1~d1, Gaze­

teler butun nefer~varakalar1yle m&li Q1k1yordu. Beriden bir 

nefer tesettur hakk1nda i~tar-nameler ae~r ediyor; oteden 

bir Q&VU~ biQare bir kad1n1n SBQlar1n1 keserek vahsetler ic­

ra ediyordu. Bu neferler milletin nazar1na art1k birer aaaa­

var gibi gorunme~e ba~l.ma~d1. !nsan bu nat1k hayvanlar1 el­

lerindeki sungulerle parQalamak, sehid du~en zabitlerin in­

tikam1D1 onlardan almak; bu asi askerleri mahv etmek isti­

yor, .o zaman but"n kuvvay1 bi tab b1rakan acz-i kulli butun 

emelleri zir-u-zeber ediyordu. 

Abdulhamid bu hallerden son derece memnun oluyordu. 

Art1k iradeler Y1ld1z ~enba-1 istibdad1ndan sudur etmeye bae­

lam1~~~avf-1 umumi ilan edilmi~, Bab1aliye mabeyinciler gon­

derflmi~ti. Abdulhamid, bu asi askerlerin avaze-i sururu i-
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Qinde ilk istibdad selaml1~1n1 icra etmi~, fakat askerin av­

d.eti ahali beyninde yeniden heyecanlar tevlilll eyle111t~di. ts­

tibdad butun mezalimiyle tevali ediyor, millet ve hurriyet 

asi neferlerin yet-i hainanesinde bulunuyordu. 

!stanbul ihtilali ta~ralarda gayet amik bir te'sir 

husule ~etirmisti. !stihsal-i hurriyet i~in aenelerce kan 

doken !llinci ve tJ~iinci.i ordular bu haber-i felaketi ahr al­

maz ordularda azim bir ta~ayan-1 i'tika husule gelmi~, mehd-i 

hi.irriyet olan bu ufuklar1 renk-i dilaviz-ate~iai uzerinde 

sungi.iler parlama~a. k111~lar ~8k1rdama~a. kalbler heyecan-1 

vatanperverane ile uzun uzun ~arpma~a ba~lam1~d1. Vatan1n 

feaakar evladlar1 yine ayaklanm1~, yine ordu satvet-i hurri­

yetperveranesini gosterme~e k1yam etmi~, yine millet seva­

b1k-1 zalim istibdad1n kara, mahuf bulutlar1n1, muzlim, ha­

yats1z z1ndanlar1n1, yetim kalanJmesumlar1n mazl~mane ~oz 

ya~lar1n1, sehid olan zabitlerin kanl1 kefenlerini, pa-mal 

ausman olan vatan1n feryad-1 istimdadkaranesini duymu~tu. 

Vatan hakikaten tehlikede idi. Bosna-Hersek'in Avusturya 

ilhak1 hakhndaki protokol yeni tasdik edilmis, fakat :Enl­

garistan bu ihtilalden istifade etmek azmine tu~i.iyor, Bul­

gar gazeteleri memalik-i Osmaniye'de te'min-i asayl~e Bul­

~aristan'1n muktedir olaca~1n1 ileri si.irecek derecede cur'­

et gosteriyorlard1. Fakat Osmanl1lar buna meyden vermemek 

i~in elden gelen gayreti sarf ediyorlar, Rumeli'de mi.itema­

diyen goni.illu kaydediyorlard1. Saha-i vatan azim bir ~ale• 

yan-1 himmet i~inde kalm1~t1. Paris'de ikmal-i tahsil eden 

gen~ler, Dari.ilfi.inunlar1 b1rakarak -Ohri taburlar1na ilti-
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hak ed1yor, Abdulhamid ist1bdad1na nihayet vermek 1~1n azim 

bir h1rs-1 watanperverane i~inde bulunuyordu. Herkes beeik­

teki yavrusunu, basta validesini b1rakarak silaha sar1l1yor, 

bu ~erefe na'il olamayan gen~ mektebliler, ~onulli kafilesi­

ni goturen trenin onune yat1yor~u. Manast1r'da1 Selanik'de, 

Arnavudluk'da, vatan1n hemen her ko~esinde, Abd\ilhamid'in is­

tibdad1~ mahv etmek, vatan1 bu son felaketden kurtarmak, 

Osmanl1lar1n buyuk bir terbiye-1 siyasiyeyi, azim bir hiss-i 

vatanperveraneyi haiz bulunduklsr1n1 cihan-1 meteniyete ~oa­

termek i~in ~S,in-1 takdir 61r musabaka-i hamiyyet ibraz e-

4il1yordu. Rumeli'de, bu musabaka-1 vatanperveraneye 'iilen 

mumkun olamad1~1 takdirde kalben 1~tirak etmedik hi~bir ferd 

kalmam1st1. Butun Osmanl1lar, Temmuz !nk1lab1n1n fail-1 zi 

kudreti olan orauya iltihak ediyor, bu orduyu sevk ve idare 

eden ~en~. muktedir, ate~pare-i hamiyyet zabitan aras1nda 

vatan1n bu buyuk gunvnden hassa-mend olmak bahtiyarl1~1n1 

arzu ediyordu. Bir tarafdan taburlsr seferi bir hale konu­

yor, Istanbul 'a duhui i~in planlar tertib ediliyordu• Di~er 

tarafdan gen~, 1htiyar, butun evlad-1 v.tan, hurriyet u~run­

da !eday-1 can i~in butun samiJiyet-i kalbiyesiyle silaha 

sar1l1yordu. Abdulhamid'in binay-1 istibdad1n1 Y1kmak, m11-

leti bu felaket-i mu~ahhasadan kurtarma~a kat'iyen azm edil 

mil;lti. Millet bu ·arzu ile hareket edi;vor, 1rdu !stanbul asi­

lerinin ~eref-i askeri \izerine _isar eyledikler1 lekeyi tell' 
~JJ'. 

mizlemek, Osmanl1 nam1n1 ve sere! gosterrnek 1~in 

hareket ey11yordu. 
.... 
(I)Ahme~ (J)Refik 

lbid.' pp.24-41 
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