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(d. 4240), philosopher, poet, and mystic, which is frequented by
pilgrims. ‘Abd‘el-Kader (p. 803) is also buried here. It is mnot
easy. to obtain admission to the mosque, Many other handsome
tombs are scattered along the hill. 2
- To the W, of the villageds a platform constructed for the Emperor
William IT., which affords a good view of Damascus, éncircled by
its broad green belt of teeming vegetation. The ascent of the barren
Jebel Kagytn (4003 ft.; P1. I, A, B, 1), 11/, hr, from the tramway
terminus, is fatiguing, but interesting. The fine *View, obtained at
a small open building called the Kubbet en~Nagr (Dome of Victory),
/which is close to the summit itself, comprises the famous district of +
. the ancient Ager Damascenus (see below . To the W. and N, extend .«
~#:fthe barren heights of Anti-Libanus; in the distant E, appear the
Tultl eg-Safd (p. 322); to the S. are the mountains of the Haurin
(in the extreme distance) and the Jebel el-Mani‘ and Jebel el-Aswad
nearer).
( The).!ebel Kagy(in is held sacred by the Moslems, as Abraham is said
here fo have léarned the doctrine of the unity of God (p. Ixviii). Adam
is believed once to have lived here, and Mohammed is said to have visited
the place, but not to have entered Damascus, The hill consists partl
of reddish rock, and its colour gave rise to the legend that it contained ™
a blood-stained cavern in which the dead body of the murdered Abel
(H&bil) was hidden, On the N. slope stands. the Kubbet el-Arb'in, where *
forty Moslem prophets are said to be buried. Numerous fossils are found
upon the mountain, - %Y wo ¥l 1 v e
From the Jebel Kagy(in a path descends on ‘the W. side to Dum- -

" mar (/3 hr.); which is 7 M. from Damascus by road. [The floor of
the valley adjoining the stream is wooded, magnificent walnut-trees
being particularly noticeable; and the vegetation is luxuridnt.  The
so-called Merj (‘Meadow’) is the favourite exercising ground for
horgemen, and is frequented by walkers also, who are sometimes
seen sitting on the banks of the stream smoking water-pipes,. At
the, so-called Tekkiyeh (P1.I;C, 4) the meadow is broadest. Thé

| Tekkiyeh, a building in the Turkish style, was erected by Sultan.
Selim in 4016, chiefly for the entertainment of pilgrims. "It is
‘now inhabited-by.dervishes and is falling into decay. The colon-
nade enclosing the court is coveréd by low domes. The mosque on
the 8. side has a large dome (overlaid with lead) and twp minarets.

To J8pax (1/z br.).' From the Gate of 8t. Thomas (p. 815) we Ko a little
way along the Aleppo toad. In 4 min. aroad diverges to the right comp,
. 816). . In the Moklem village of Jébar stands an old Synagogue ( enfseh,
in the 8,E. part of thé fown), which is visited on the occasion of festi-
vals by many of the Jews of Damascus. Near its entrance is a space
enclosed by railings, in which Elijah is said to have anointed Elisha to .
be a prophet and Hazael to be king of Syria. " At the back is a kind of
chamber where Elijah is said to have been fed by ravens (1 Kings xvii. 6).
There i3, however; nd mention ‘of this tradition in the work of Rabbi .
Tudela, who collected all the Tegends of this kind which existed in the
12th century.. A cabinet heré containg soméscrolls of the Torah, of con-: "~
<, .siderable antiquity. AL el ; v ¥
+. R0 Fug Meavow, Laxes (see Map, p. 820; 11/ days gnide necessary).
.This excursion. ‘affords .a glance .t‘pthl:\_!mou‘n Ager Damgscenus. 0f the
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persistance des caractéres du style syrien. Sa cour, -couverte, se
compose de neuf travées volitées en coupoles sur pendentifs ; la

vicherie & Damas, vue de la facade principéle, i

'Fig.b 119, — Grande der
(978 H.-15671 J.-C.)

travée médiane est inachevée. On accéde a cette cour par:.un pas-
“sage votté, flanqué de deux escaliers qui ménent al'étage Supérieur,
" Au rez-de-chaussée sont les magasins ; on trouve dans ce monument
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n\{?;s édifices tures, fut introduit comme un élément caplwl dans l.x
osition des porches. T

1‘20‘ — Grnnde dervxchene de Damas, face latérale du poruquc
R Clzché Gervais- Courtellemont

mentde la conquete turque a été décrite aussi par Thevenot : wc'est
un cloitre carré couverls de petits démes soutenus par des colonnes
de marbre dont les premiéres basessont de bronze. . . Le c6té & main”
, droxte est destiné pour lescuisines ;le coté opposé aux cuisines est la
% mosquée devant laquelle il y a un beau portique couvert de domes
‘ commb le reste du cloitre, mais ils sont plus élevés et soutenus par
~* des colonnes plus hautes ; cette mosquée est couverted'un fort gros
d6me accompagné d'un beau minaret de chaque coté, et tous ces
dbmas et minarels sont couverts de plomb » (ces minarets et démes
sont plutét de style turc). Des faiences décorent les tympanset sont
~fort belles. Une autre dervicherie, plus petite et d'un plan semblable,
-;se trouve a coté de celle-ci,
Les minarets danmsqums présentent un caractére parhcuher pdl‘
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_la dxsposxllon polychrome des assises; les encorbellements a stalac-
tites de leur galerie supérieure®et les auvents en charpente: decelle-
01 sont plus %1mples que ceux du Caire.” Bourgoin en a reproduit '
quelques—uns, mais‘ malheureusement sans indiquer exactement,
le nom et la date dgs mosqueeq au\quelles ils apparllennenl
,eurs fuls sontcarreq ouoctogonau\ ou carrés enbas et octogonaux’
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Fig. 121. — Cour dé la grande dervicherie & Damas. i, :
Gliché Gervais:Courtellemont. :
dans la partie supérieure ; & Jérusalem, le raccord entre ces deux
' plans est obtenu par de simples encorbellements. S
Dans l'architecture domestique de Damas, la polychromxe est
constante, et des applications de maslics colorés qui deviennent '
trés durs, remplacent fort bien les marbres; dans les “cours dallées
.de marbres sont souvent dnsposés de longs bassins rectangulaires-
. djets d’eau, ‘rappelant les miroirs d’eau des palais de la Perse:
4 'musulmane. / AL A
S4. % La portede Damas a Jérusalem. — La porte de Damas A Jérusa- »
- lemestdatée de 1537, mais semble plutotavoir été réparée que refaite
par'Soliman qui y respecta’les formes traditionnelles de I'architec-
ture locale; elle présente (fig. 123) lappmell régulier, le crénelage
"d'merlons évidés etles échauguettes si caractéristiques des forteresses'
syriennes au.moyen 4ge. Elle offre enfin’ cette disposition ’ parti-
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